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A stack of redacted documents released by UL Lafayette administration on March 19, 
2019. They detail Engilsh department graduate student offer letters issued in late 2018. 

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s graduate school budget just got 
$43,990 smaller. 

In a time when the state’s elected 
officials regularly eye higher education as 
a piggy bank to rifle through, a mistake in 
paperwork has cost the graduate school 
more money from their budget. 

 The error goes back to November 
2018. Seven graduating seniors sat by their 
computers waiting for acceptance and offer 
letters, looking for good news and job offers 
as well.

 UL Lafayette currently offers a 
$10,070 a year salary for any student 
enrolled and admitted into their graduate 
teaching assistantship programs within 
the English department. Likewise, Ph.D. 
students receive $15,900 per academic year.

 Instead of receiving the standardized 
amount, three Ph.D. students and four 
Master’s students in the English department 
received a somewhat unusual offer letter. 

 “This assistantship offer carries a 
stipend of $15,900/10,070 to be paid in 

equal monthly payments beginning in 
January 2019 and continuing until May 
2019.” 

The difference would cost the graduate 
department $43,990. 

The Dean of the Graduate School, 
Mary Farmer-Kaiser, Ph.D., said what 
happened was a “clerical error” by Dr. 
Elisabeth Bobo of the English Department. 

 “The graduate coordinator put in the 
full stipend amount for an academic year 
instead of a one-semester award,” Farmer-
Kaiser said. “Because these offers, of 
course, were made to begin in January. So, 
it said January through May as the term, and 
then had a full academic years stipend on it.” 

As of now, fewer students will be 
admitted to the graduate school with 
stipends and tuition waivers because of 
the error, meaning students graduating in 
Spring 2019 will be short the usual amount 
of graduate student assistantships.

“Certainly, I would rather be funding 
more graduate students,” Farmer-Kaiser 
said. “What it means is that those overages 
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SWAMP PIER
continued on page 5

Cypress Lake to host pier for student 
enjoyment, up-close swamp viewing

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette is building a pier leading to the 
center of Cypress Lake. 

The pier will allow students, faculty 
and visitors to get a much closer look 
at the wildlife that call the lake home. 
According to Scott Hebert, Director of 
Facility Planning and Construction at UL 
Lafayette, the pier is expected to be finished 
this September. 

“It’s created a unique landmark for us 
which is great for marketing,” Hebert said. 
“The improvements around it have really 
started to kind of emphasize the lake and 
celebrate the lake.”

 Hebert said the university is also 
constructing pergolas in the Cypress Lake 
Plaza in addition to the pier.

Photo by Cole Broussard/The Vermilion
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A pergola is an archway commonly 
found at parks and gardens. 

“The ones we are doing right here are 
going to be made of some powder coated 
steel that are going to match the accents of 
the student union,” Hebert said, “so you are 
going to have this nice structure that you can 
sit under. It gives you a picturesque area to 
take pictures, have a little music venue or 
outdoor concert or whatever it is you want 
to do.” 

Hebert said the university is hoping 
to make the plaza a gathering place for 
students and faculty similar to the quad that 
would also bring more people to the swamp.

David Reed
News Director

Building equipment and materials sit inside a construction zone at the Cypress Lake Plaza on June 6, 
2019. This construction will add features such as pergolas and a pier.

Floating booms surround the partially completed pier in Cypress Lake on June 6, 2019. This 
construction will add features such as pergolas.
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“

What it means is that those overages are preventing us from 

being able to fund a few more graduate students this semester.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

are preventing us from being able to fund a 
few more graduate students this semester.”  

 On Jan. 18, the graduate school and 
the English department, having found and 
realized the error made in the contracts, 
would soon issue letters to the students not 
only apologizing for the mistake but also 
making it clear it would not happen again. 

Kaiser said she felt concerned about 
students who chose to attend UL Lafayette 
because of the original offer letter made 
which offered much more money than 
should have been provided, particularly 
students who moved away from home for 
the letter’s lucrative offer.

“These students, and there are some 
students who moved, made the decision to 
come here and moved a great distance to 
come here,” Kaiser said. “They made that 
decision based off that offer letter so we 
needed to honor that offer letter.” 

The correction letter also offered 
assistance for any student wishing to 
transfer schools because of expectations 
promised that could not continue to be 
delivered on.

According to a previous article from 
The Vermilion, though undergraduate 
enrollment for the Spring 2019 semester 
is down to 15,570 from 15,862, graduate 
school enrollment was up at UL Lafayette.

“We have a significant increase in 
our graduate school … about 20% more 
students on the graduate school side,” 
DeWayne Bowie, Ph.D., vice president for 
enrollment management at UL Lafayette 
said in the article.

Keeping that trend alive is something 
of importance to graduate students who 
look to expand their college’s influence 
throughout the campus. Graduate student 
of Folklore and Tech Support Assistant Jill 
Crosby is one such student.

Crosby said the lack of money will 
impact the graduate department as a whole 
and has concerns about what this means 
going forward.

“It’s like, you’re crippling the one 
area of the department that’s not only 
what you really need, but what’s also been 
very reliable,” Crosby said. “Now you’re 
basically tying a lot of people’s hands.” 

Crosby said he worries with less 
graduate students, and the same amount of 
needs that need to be filled, departments 

will get used to having both postgraduate 
students and lower level professors 
contribute more than they should to make 
up for the lack of help from funding. 

She also said positions that are 
available now could be phased out in the 
future for similar budgetary reasons. 

“People won’t see the need for (these 
positions) anymore, after a while,” Crosby 
said. “They won’t realize how bad it gets 
once it gets that bad. They get used to the 
few graduate students they have doing the 
work now. They’re not going to expect that 
to change once the funding changes.”

She said once the changes go in, the 
department could be ripe to see abuse of 
positions. Since the department has fewer 
graduate students to do the same amount of 
work, the faculty could ask a student who 
isn’t qualified in specific situations to take 
over in places they shouldn’t be. 

Graduate students are generally 
required to work only 20 hours a week. The 
original offer letter describes these hours as 
the equivalent of teaching two lower level 
division lecture classes. 

“Even if they had the funding to pay 
them extra, they really can’t because they 
can’t go over the hours they’re already 
working,” Crosby said. “It just throws a 
much bigger wrench into the cogs.” 

Upon entering graduate school, 
students are automatically enrolled in the 
Graduate Student Organization. According 
to their website, the main goals of the 
organization are to provide advocacy of 
issues graduate students face to the 
administration, help graduate students find 
funding for research and travel expenses, 
and establish lines of communication to all 
graduate students within the school. 

Former Secretary of the Graduate 
Student Organization Linda Fairchild 
also said she’s curious how the upcoming 
changes will affect the graduate school. 
Though Fairchild said she wondered how 
the seven students didn’t see the error in 
their contracts, she also said the error isn’t 
their fault, but the responsibility of the 
coordinator. 

 “It takes forethought to either change 
this part or that part,” Fairchild said. “And 
again, who doesn’t proofread contracts? It’s 
the most important part, the money.” 

Fairchild said she felt Bobo should 

at least receive a censure, adding the lost 
money coming out of the graduate school 
budget was unfair. If anything, she said it 
should come out of the English department’s 
budget, because that is where the error 
occurred. 

Being a former board member of GSO, 
Fairchild said the loss will indeed hurt 
every graduate student and she felt a little 
apprehensive as to what could come next 
for other departments and their graduate 
students as well.

“This shows every other department 
that ‘maybe I can get away with this’” 
Fairchild said. “Especially if (Bobo) is not 
getting even an informal reprimand that 
maybe what they did was OK.” 

The graduate school puts on many 
different events throughout the year, 
including a full week for graduate student 
appreciation. Fairchild said she hopes 
Bobo’s mistake doesn’t cost the graduate 
school so much money that those events 
may be put off next year. 

“Is it all Bobo’s fault that we don’t get 
all our stuff next year?” Fairchild asked. “I 
just don’t think the graduate school should 
have been the funds for (the coverage).”

Because of the clerical error from last 
December, safeguards for both students and 
the graduate school have found ground here 
at UL Lafayette. Kaiser said though it was 
unfortunate what happened, if there’s any 
good to come out of the situation it’s that at 
UL Lafayette, mistakes in offer letters are 
much harder to make now. 

“We’ve instituted a couple of changes. 
We’ve made changes within the standardized 
letter so that it’s a little harder to make that 
mistake.” Kaiser said. “The new offer letter 
indicates the monthly status rather than the 
academic year of the semester amount.” 

Kaiser also said offer letters will now 
also require a prior review before being sent 
to any student for graduate school, adding 
offer letters also come with a customizable 
feature in the new letter where whoever is 
offering the assistantship can talk about 
what the student’s duties are or what the 
grant project they work on entails. 

As for Bobo, she still holds her 
position as graduate school coordinator 
for the English department, and she was 
unavailable for comment on the situation.
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The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Hilliard Art Museum hosted 
“Yoga in the Galleries” on Saturday, June 8.

The event was free to the public, 
allowing students and non-students of 
all ages to enjoy a morning of peace, 
partnership, and self-reflection surrounded 
by the artwork on display in the museum.

Participants were arranged in a circle 
and instructed to abandon judgment of 
their fellow attendees as well as abandon 
judgment of themselves. 

“Today was a partner class, so it was 
the true essence of ‘namaste,’ which is ‘I 
honor the divine light within you because 
I recognize the divine light is also within 
me,’” said Susan Buller, the class’ instructor, 
who has been studying yoga for ten years.

Buller called attention to the more 
spiritual, mental side of yoga, rather than 
the physical.

“There’s always that element of how 
to connect with yourself, which is really 
the root of yoga. We forget that it’s not just 
exercise,” Buller said.

The class seemed to be centered around 
these ideas, stressing both self-connection 
and connection with others in the room. 

Many times throughout the class, 
attendees engaged with each other, both 
physically and verbally, in an effort to 

Louisiana came in last place on US 
News’s Best States Rankings list for the 
third year in a row.

Louisiana placed 45th in health care, 
48th in education, 49th in economy, 48th 
in infrastructure, 50th in opportunity, 
43rd in fiscal stability, 50th in crime and 
corrections and 50th in natural environment, 
thus placing Louisiana in last place overall. 
The groups were weighted, respectively. 
The weight of each of the categories was 
determined by how vital citizens felt each 
group was.

Associate professor in political science 
at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Pearson Cross, Ph.D., said there were four 
main reasons why Louisiana was so far 
behind.

First, Louisiana has a long history of 
corruption. 

“Ever since at least the civil war 
reform in Louisiana, history has always 
been about rewards for the group in power,” 
Cross said. “The idea of actually running 
the state government for the public interest 
has been, until fairly recently, a foreign 
proposition.”

He stated this practice still continues 
today, citing a bill proposed by Rep. Stuart 
Bishop that would allow oil companies 

“break the ice with movement.” Buller 
asked the class to share their energies, give 
each other their support, and to remember 
that everyone has felt similar emotions in 
their lives. 

She wanted to establish an emphasis 
on “connection, a sense of humanity, 
compassion for others, developing love 
and kindness, and the character of love and 
kindness,” she said.

There is also the other aspect of the 
class: the presence of the artwork. The class 
was stationed in the gallery housing “Gisela 
Colon: Pods.” Each wall presented its own 
unique plastic pod which reflected different 
colors depending on the angle of viewing 
and lighting. 

“Yoga is like a really Zen, meditative 
sport. So it’s really fun and calming I think 
to do it in the museum. It’s a really cool 
experience with all those pods watching you 
with all the light plays through the plastic. 
It’s just a really fun space to kind of think 
about in there,” said Alex Pollard, Visitors’ 
Service Specialist at the Hilliard.

Buller talked about the class in a 
slightly different light, mentioning the 
artistic aspects of yoga and the prevalence 
of energies within it.

“I think that yoga is an expression of 
the art of the soul, and the Hilliard I think 
understands that, and so the energy of 
creativity from another person just kind of 

UL students, 
faculty weigh-in 
on Louisiana’s 
last place rank

‘The art of the soul’: Hilliard 
hosts ‘Yoga in the Galleries’

like permeates the space. It’s really lovely,” 
said Buller.

“We’re surrounded by art pieces. It’s a 
nice, open space. It’s peaceful,” said Laurie 
Guilbeau, a former UL student. “I do yoga 
once a month here. I have always enjoyed 
it.” One reason she particularly enjoys the 
class is “because it’s free,” she said while 
laughing. She also enjoys the variety the 
class presents: “I’ve seen lots of different 
instructors so far, and I liked all of them. 
They all have their own style.”

Events like these “bring awareness 
to what we have here at the museum … A 
lot of it is local Louisiana artists or artists 
who have like taken some sort of Louisiana 
influence, and so we like to showcase that 
kind of locality in our museum. We like it to 
be different too,” said Pollard, in reference 
to the art involved and different events 
housed at the museum.

The Hilliard Art Museum hosts “Yoga 
in the Galleries” on the second Saturday on 
every month.

Buller said the class is primarily for 
yoga beginners and those who have fallen 
out of practice, noting the average difficulty 
level of the class.

“Someone who is new is going to kind 
of get a crash course in a way, but then 
someone who is seasoned would need to 
tap into that ‘back to the beginner mindset’ 
so everything is new,” she said.

David Reed
News Director

LAST PLACE
continued on page 5
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SWAMP PIER
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LAST PLACE
continued from page 4

Building equipment and materials sit inside a construction zone at the Cypress Lake Plaza 
on June 6, 2019. This construction will add features such as pergolas and a pier.

“The intention was to try and get some 
sort of feature that would get you into the 
lake and engaged more with the lake activity 
out there,” Hebert said. “Like I said, the 
alligators are a major attraction for our 
university. It puts us on the map. Nobody 
else has that, so it’s a neat little feature to 
get you right in the middle of it.”

The process has been relatively 
painless according to Hebert.

“It’s construction, so there’s always 
going to be something going on there that 
you’re not expecting, but overall it really 
has been a pretty smooth running project,” 
Hebert said. “There are just a couple of 
difficulties that we always have to maneuver 
around or get over, especially when you are 
working on a body of water. You can’t just 
walk up to it and start working like you 
could if it was on the side of the road.”

The pier was funded by the Master 
Plan student fee.

Michael Cortello, a fourth-year film 
major at UL Lafayette, said he was excited 
about the pier — so long as it’s safe from 
alligators.

“It would be cool to walk in the middle 

of that and get a better look at them, but I 
hope it’s safe more than anything. The last 
thing I want is an alligator coming up on the 
dock and … y’know,” Cortello said.

General studies senior Ravene Garrett 
also felt safety for both those using the pier 
and the wildlife in the lake should be a top 
priority for the university.

“I just want them to make sure both 
parties are safe,” Garrett said.

Hebert said the pier will have a 
“double-rail system” in place that will 
prevent alligators from getting onto the pier 
and harming visitors.

Hebert added he is happy with the 
project was proud to be a part of it.

“It’s really an honor to be a part of 
a project like this,” he said. “It’s really 
exciting to be a Ragin’ Cajun right now.”

to keep environmental violations secret. 
According to Idaho Statesman, the bill was 
only seven votes short of passing.

Second, Louisiana tends to be too 
reliant on the state government to fix local 
issues.

“Louisiana is peculiar when compared 
to other states in the extent that state 
government is the driver of many things 
on the local level, so the state government 
funds local level services and pays the 
lion’s share or determines how economic 
development works in localities,” he said. 
“That has created this culture which people 
look to Baton Rouge to solve their problems 
and also to pay for things.”

Third, Louisiana has become too 
reliant on oil and gas for income.

“We’ve fallen into some of the traps 
that states that are ‘blessed,’ and I put that in 
quotations, with natural resources fall into 
in other areas, and that is that they depend 
too much for their economic, cultural and 
social health on the health of a particular 
industry.”

Lastly, Louisiana has a history of 
deliberately holding a significant portion 
of its population back for racial reasons.

“Louisiana has a large African-
American population at 32% of the total 
population, and our long history of racial 
subjugation and discriminatory measures 
against African-Americans has been a 
damper on state economic, social and 
cultural health,” he said.

While Cross said Louisiana is 
improving in many areas, it will be 

challenging to earn a higher ranking in the 
future as other states are also making efforts 
to improve.

“You have to remember that this is a 
sliding scale. As we, for example, provide 
better healthcare or better outcomes for 
school children, other states are doing what 
they can to make things better in their state 
as well. We started out in last place, or 
nearly there, so for us to get up in the low 
40s would be an enormous achievement,” 
he said.

Holly Mayeux, a junior in biology and 
chemistry at UL Lafayette, said Louisiana 
voters need to make more informed 
decisions about who they vote for.

“Honestly, I think we need to put 
people in office who genuinely care about 
Louisiana’s infrastructure and economy 
and not just filling their pockets,” Mayeux 
said. “I think people just need to get more 
educated about who they’re voting for, 
because if you’re voting for someone who 
says they are going to do one thing and end 
up wrecking the economy as soon as they 
get in office, then, really, did you do the 
right thing?”
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Humble and hungry: Levi Lewis 
lets his actions speak for him

Six months into the new year, most 
people abandon their New Year’s resolutions 
such as going to the gym, eating better or 
reading more, but Louisiana quarterback 
Levi Lewis is fighting toward his New 
Year’s resolution every day—to stay ahead 
of the curve. 

A  B a t o n  R o u g e  n a t ive  a n d 
Scotlandville alumnus, Lewis has been 
playing quarterback for the majority of his 
career. Known for his sharp thinking and 
dual-threat skills, Lewis credits his first 
flag football coach, who was a woman, for 
his ability to make the smart plays and do 
what is right. He has not abandoned that 
foundation during his time with the Ragin’ 
Cajuns.

In the previous season, Lewis played 
in a two-quarterback system, something that 
a lot of spectators criticized coach Napier 
for implementing in his first year, and most 
felt that Lewis got the short end of the stick 
since he did not take most of the snaps under 
center. 

Lewis was asked how he felt about the 
situation last season, and he answered in a 
genuine and confident tone. 

“I went into it wanting to be the 
number one guy, but you have to stay 
positive,” Lewis said. “If I would’ve gone 
into it like I’m not the number one guy, I 
don’t want to do this, I could’ve easily told 
coach, but I looked at it as an opportunity 
to find my break out point.”

The 5-foot-11-inch quarterback is 
often criticized for his height, but he doesn’t 
let that distract him. The man of few words 
would rather let his plays speak for him than 
him defending himself. 

His actions spoke for him in the recent 
spring game for the Ragin’ Cajuns. Coach 
Napier had high praise for the quarterback 
and sees nothing but improvement. 

“He’s improved as a passer,” Napier 

Quarterback Levi Lewis running in for a touchdown during a spring game.
Photo by James Mays/The Vermilion

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter        
@TheVermilionSports for more updates

Lachelle Smith
Sports Editor

said. “That’s what stood out to me, not 
only accuracy, but decision-making. He’s 
got plenty of arm. There’s no question 
he’s ready to lead. There’s no doubt he’s 
the leader in the clubhouse and he’s really 
firmed up to that spot.” 

Lewis, known for his physical, rather 
than vocal, leadership, said he learned a lot 
last season being able to observe and get 
better, and he thinks his height shouldn’t 
be in the conversation anymore. 

“Height doesn’t matter; you eliminate 
height when you know what you are doing 
and are four steps ahead of what the defense 

is doing and being decisive,” he said. “I don’t 
think being short is a problem. It works in 
my advantage. Some of my defense guys 
often call me sniper because I can see them 
before they see me.”

The explosive style and sniper passing 
from Lewis complement his positive 
mindset and faith in his abilities. His style 
stems from him being surrounded by 
impactful people such as his family. 

Lewis prides himself on his character 
and ability to stand out. 

“God surrounding me by good people, 
I feel when you pray for things like that 

you have no choice but to be surrounded 
by that,” he said. “And me wanting to be 
different, not like the crowd and wanting to 
be myself, to be authentic,” he said.

Ready for the competition, Lewis 
said he is not focused on others, but solely 
on his improvement as a player. His acute 
preparation is the deciding factor for his 
separation in competition from good to elite.

Levi Lewis adds he has no doubt he 
was meant to be in this position. 

“I lose focus if I am worried about 
other competition,” he says. “When it’s 
time, I have to be worried about me; I have 
to be able to produce. The only thing I 
can think of is getting my mind ready and 
playing the cards I’m dealt. For whatever 
happens, I will be ready, and whatever I go 
through I will get through it. I am fighting 
against myself, I’m fighting to get better 
every day. It’s a constant battle to get better 
every day” 

Lewis has a mantra he relies on to 
fuel this motivation to get better: Proverbs 
3: 5-6. It reads, “Lean not on your own 
understanding and trust in Him with all 
your heart.” 

Lewis said he understands the road is 
not easy. Instead of letting the unknown get 
to him, he embraces it with his commitment 
to the Ragin’ Cajuns program.

Lewis is ready for the season to start, 
so he can contribute to the expected success 
of the team. Asked to describe himself in 
one word, the reserved quarterback couldn’t 
come up with just one adjective. Instead, 
he felt it would be better if someone else 
described him. 

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
quarterback can be described as two things: 
humble and hungry.
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Shane Vallot sits surrounded by team members and supporters.
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continued on page 8

Cajuns ‘Rocket 

League’ tests out 

new teams in 

Summer series

From the very beginning of his time 
with the university, Billy Napier, the 
head Football coach for the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, approached the 
Ragin’ Cajuns intending to instill the values 
of a championship winning team into every 
part of the program. 

Recently, Napier has seen significant 
accomplishments from athletes like senior 
RB Raymond Calais, senior OL Kevin 
Dotson, senior OL Robert Hunt, and junior 
RB Trey Ragas, all of whom have earned 
spots on Athlon’s Preseason All-Sun Belt 
Conference First Team. 

With 15 total selections to Athlon’s 
preseason all-conference team, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns prove that there is much to be excited 
about in this upcoming season. 

Other exciting and honorable news is 
the special recognition that was granted to 
Redshirt sophomore OL Shane Vallot for 
his hard work and dedication to the UL 
Lafayette Football team. 

“This guy has got it done. He’s gotten 
it done in the classroom. He’s gotten it done 
on the field,” Napier said, “This guy has 
worked his way into position on the team.” 

Napier awarded Vallot with a Full Ride 
scholarship announcing that he is a well-

trusted player who has proven himself 
valuable to the entire team. 

Vallot said via Twitter that receiving 
this award has been one of his greatest 
achievements in life.

According to Vallot, Napier strives 
to teach his team what it means to be 
successful on and off the field. Vallot’s 
personal philosophy and outlook on life 
reiterates the values of Napier’s crew. 

“I’m gonna do what I can to help get 
this team where they need to be,” Vallot 
said, “Whether I’m starting or on back up, 
I’m gonna lead them to success.”

When he’s not on the field for the 
Ragin’ Cajuns, Vallot is a helpful hand for 
his athletic community serving as a coach 
for a local baseball team and the Comeaux 
High School Spartans football team. As 
a retired Spartan himself, Vallot said he’s 
a natural leader whether he’s leading 
his teammates, or coaching the future 
generation of athletes. 

Most importantly, Vallot hopes to pass 
on the life lessons he’s learned from playing 
sports for so many years.

Vallot’s favorite thing about being 
a part of Ragin’ Cajuns Football is the 
brotherhood. 

“Football brings everyone close. If you 
didn’t have this family bond, you wouldn’t 

Redshirt sophomore Shane Vallot 
receives Full Ride scholarship

Three on-the-spot Louisiana “Rocket 
League” teams competed in the first qualifier 
for the Collegiate Carball Association’s 
Summer series on Sunday, June 9.

Out of all three — the Cajuns Red, 
Cajuns Black and Cajuns Alumni teams 
— none were able to advance beyond the 
qualifier. Cajuns Red finished 0-2, Cajuns 
Black finished 1-2, and the Cajuns Alumni 
team finished 2-2. The alumni team, the 
closest team to making it out, was two wins 
away from advancing.

One of the players for the Cajuns 
“Rocket League” team, Jansen Ledet, said 
he was not too worried about not being able 
to make it past the first qualifier. 

Not only will the teams have a second 
chance on Thursday, but Ledet sees the 
Summer series as more of a trial run for 
different team compositions, especially 
considering incoming freshman are eligible 
to play in the series.

“(The CCA Summer series) is a big 
thing for the summer, but it’s not super 
important that we make it. It’s kind of 
mixing and matching teams to see what we 
should go with going into the fall.”

What happened on Sunday was only 
the first of two qualifiers for the Summer 
series, and the 32 teams to make it through 
the double elimination bracket from each 
qualifier advance to the next round of the 
series, the play-ins.

The Cajuns were put in a bit of a rush 
to assemble their teams for the Summer 
series, as its dates were announced only 
eight days before the first qualifier. 

“We knew that CCA was going to 
do something during the summer; CCA 
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have a good team,” said Vallot. 
One of his greatest drives and 

inspirations is exactly that: family. 
“Family inspires me to work hard. 

Family and all those that look up to me. 
Adults, children, even the athletes I coach; 
I can’t let them down,” Vallot said.

Although Vallot has received an award 
of great honor, he said he’s not done. He has 
proven himself as a hardworking individual, 
but he wants to take it a step further with a 
specific end goal in mind.

“I want to be the best person,” Vallot 
said, “The best dad, the best leader. 
Eventually, the best head college football 
coach … I’m gonna make a name for 
myself.”

Winning this award has been “an 
opportunity of a lifetime” for Vallot and 
although college has been expensive, he said 
that he now has no worries because he’s 
doing what he loves and couldn’t be happier.

His plan for the immediate future is to 
become a starter and continue to build his 
reputation at UL Lafayette.

“This is just the beginning,” Vallot 
said.

Photo provided by Shane Vallot

Jami Jacobo
Managing Editor
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With only a 6% chance, the New 
Orleans Pelicans ended up winning the 2019 
NBA Draft Lottery on May 14. This means 
they will get the number one pick for this 
year’s draft. 

The last and only previous time the 
Pelicans had a number one draft pick was 
in 2012. At the time, New Orleans picked 
Anthony Davis. Davis has done wonders for 
the team, but with talks of trade, the Pelicans 
need a new star player to keep the franchise 
afloat. 

Since January 2019, Anthony Davis 
had requested a trade from the New Orleans 
Pelicans. There had been early talks of him 
moving to the Lakers in February, but the 
deal never came to fruition. 

He also becomes a free agent after the 
2019-20 season. If he still goes through with 
the trade, he could leave his new team after 
one season instead of having to sign a long-
term deal. 

One of the most sought after players 
for this year’s draft is Zion Williamson. 
He declared his entrance into the 2019 

Pelicans’ draft pick could change the 

future for Anthony Davis, New Orleans
NBA draft on April 15. He is expected to 
be picked number one by the Pelicans in 
the 2019 NBA draft, and the Pelicans are 
willing to offer him $10 million. 

Williamson is a 6-foot 7-inch, 
285-pound power and center forward. He 
played his college career for one year with 
the Duke Blue Devils. During his freshman 
season for Duke, he was named ACC 
Rookie and Player of the Year, received 
the Naismith Award for being the nation’s 
top college player, and set the single-game 
school scoring record for first-year students. 

Williamson averaged 22.6 points, 
8.9 rebounds, 2.1 steals and 1.8 blocks his 
freshman season. He also joined Anthony 
Davis and Kevin Durant as the only 
freshmen to have 50 steals, 50 blocks and 
500 points in a season. 

Williamson’s stepfather Lee Anderson 
expressed his excitement about potentially 
playing for New Orleans. “We’re excited 
about New Orleans. As far as returning 
to Duke, that’s not something we’ve even 
considered,” said Anderson. 

After the announcement, the Pelicans 
sold 3,000 season tickets. Spectators 
automatically think of better wins and 

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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does something for every season,” Ledet 
added. “So, we knew it was coming, they 
just hadn’t announced it yet, and over the 
summer people just have different time 
frames, so getting people to practice was 
kind of weird.”

Because they were put on such short 
notice, the teams did not have much time 
to practice, as they were assembled only 
days before the first qualifier. There were 
also several players who were not able to 
play with the team due to preexisting time 
commitments such as work, but Ledet said 
the full teams should be able to play in the 
second qualifier.

Ledet described how assembling 
multiple teams on short notice, especially 
during the summer, was tricky in its own 
way.

“They kind of randomly announced 
(the Summer series),” Ledet said. “We had 
like a good week to figure out the team, but 
it was kind of weird because a lot of the 
people we had in the fall either graduated 
or weren’t able to play, so it was all over 
the place.”

Ledet added the team has work to do if 
they want to live up to their previous success 
stories, but he has faith they can get there. 

“For the fall I definitely think we’ll 
be pretty good,” Ledet said. “I don’t know 
if we’ll be as good as we were last fall, 
we’ll still have to put more time in to get 
the synergy going between all the players 
because a lot of them haven’t played before, 
but we could definitely get back to where 
we were for sure.”

The Cajuns “Rocket League” may be 
switching around further, but their second 
qualifier will be on Thursday.

games, and season ticket sales have already 
increased. This could also lead to a bigger 
fan base, more sponsorships and overall 
more revenue for New Orleans. 

The Pelicans have never advanced past 
the second round of the playoffs and ended 
their previous season with a 33-49 record. 
New Orleans was 25th in attendance for 
the NBA season and also listed as one of 
the NBA’s least valuable franchises. The 
addition of Williamson will be huge in 
changing that. 

There were even talks of possible 
franchise relocation from small-market New 
Orleans to Seattle or Las Vegas. With the 
addition of Williamson, hardcore basketball 
and casual fans alike will be more enticed 
in seeing a Pelicans game with a fresh face 
that knows how to win. 

David Griffin, the Pelicans newest 
executive vice president of basketball 
operations, is beyond ecstatic for the news. 
Griffin believes Anthony Davis would be 
more likely to stay. 

“I think if you look at the totality of 
where this organization is and where we’re 
going, we feel very strongly that we’re 
going to be the environment he wants to be 
part of,” said Griffin. 

However, if Davis does get traded and 
the Pelicans can’t have a “big three” next 
season with Davis, Williamson and Jrue 
Holiday, Griffin has a plan to build up the 
Pelicans team. 

Griffin is building his team based on 
the already seasoned guard Holiday along 
with Williamson. Five years ago, Griffin had 
a similar plan for the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
making his championship team with LeBron 
James and Kyrie Irving. 

The Pelicans are now looking for 
shooters and a third scoring option that can 
complement Holiday and Williamson. If 
Davis is traded, the Pelicans will have the 
opportunity at a lot of talent from various 
teams, most likely the Boston Celtics. 

The draft will occur on June 20. 
Though everything is not set in stone, 
whether or not Davis goes through with his 
trade, the acquisition of Williamson for the 
New Orleans Pelicans will be monumental. 

Keep up to date with 
News at 

thevermilion.com
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Allons
Public figures speak out in protest of 
controversial straight pride parade

Stephen Colbert had something to say 
about it as well in an episode of “The Late 
Show.”

“If you’re wondering the difference 
between the Gay Pride Parade and the 
Straight Pride Parade, the Gay Pride Parade 
will have women at it,” Colbert stated.

Colbert also took note on the group’s 
name, Super Happy Fun America, saying, 
“Wait a second, have you seen a pride 
parade? That is super happy fun America!”

The Super Happy Fun America group 
has even dragged unwilling people into its 
drama. According to PEOPLE Magazine, 
Brad Pitt “ordered Super Happy Fun 
America, the organization behind the 
parade, to take down his name and image 
from its website, a source close to the actor 
with knowledge of the incident confirms to 
PEOPLE.” 

The Boston Herald also reported on 
it, where John Hugo (President of Super 
Happy Fun America) told them Pitt “was 
not super happy.” 

Graphic by Cole Broussard
Social media and celebrities mock prosed “straight pride” parade in Boston. 

It’s Pride Month, which means 
thousands of people are celebrating the 
history and involvement of the LGBT 
Community. So why is there such big talk 
of a straight pride parade?

Yes, straight pride. In Boston no less, 
which is known for having a large LGBT 
community. The parade is proposed to 
happen on August 31, and will supposedly 
follow a similar route to a previous LGBT 
Pride parade. Many public figures have been 
taking this opportunity to speak out about 
the concept of “straight pride.” 

One of the most notable tweets about 
it can be found on the Smash Mouth 
Twitter, where they tweeted, “Straight Pride 
Parade????? F*** OFF!!!!!!!!” Uncensored, 
of course; this is Smash Mouth, after all. 
If you don’t know, they’re responsible for 
the song “I’m a Believer” from the Shrek 
movie, along with many other popular 
songs. In fact, many people responded to 
their tweet, paraphrasing their song “All-
Star” to be about LGBT rights. 

Hugo also stated, “I really like his 
movies and his lawyers sent us a letter 
asking us to take his stuff down, but, you 
know, you’re allowed to do satire.”

Another actor who decided to take a 
stand against the parade is Chris Evans, who 
tweeted, “Wow! Cool initiative, fellas! Just 
a thought, instead of ‘Straight Pride’ parade, 
how about this: The ‘desperately trying 
to bury our own gay thoughts by being 
homophobic because no one taught us how 
to access our emotions as children’ parade? 
Whatta ya think? Too on the nose??” 

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez herself 
even tweeted, “Will ‘Straight Pride’ be a 
Freaky Friday type situation where all of 
our history books, movies, stories, media, 
news, etc. feature mostly LGBTQ+ people 
& perspectives? Will people have to come 
out as straight? What would folks march in? 
Socks w/ sandals on? Dad jeans?”

She later followed it up with another 
tweet, saying, “People are like ‘HEY 
there is NOTHING wrong with dad jeans.’ 
Exactly, Jim. Wear them with pride. I see 
you and affirm you. Take to the streets on 
this special day.”

As if it couldn’t get any more 
controversial, the parade has recently 
announced its Grand Marshal, Milo 
Yiannopoulos. Yes, he’s gay. Yes, he’s 
extremely conservative. Yes, he’s banned 
from Australia. 

It really seems like Yiannopoulos just 
threw a few darts at a board, looking for 
things to describe himself with. 

Yiannopoulos was banned from 
Australia after his comments about the 
New Zealand mosque shootings. He called 
Islam a “barbaric, alien” religious culture, 
and Australian Immigration Minister David 
Coleman called his comments “appalling 
and foment hatred and division.” That all 
sounds very “super happy fun,” so I can see 
why they chose Yiannopoulos as the mascot 
for their parade. 

In a Twitter thread, Boston Mayor 
Marty Walsh explained that the city cannot 
deny the group a permit for the parade based 
solely on their values. “Boston’s values are 
clear: respect, diversity, and acceptance of 
all … Whatever outside groups may try do, 
our values won’t change. I invite each and 
every person to stand with us, and show that 
love will always prevail.” 

Whether or not the parade will actually 
happen is unclear, but Super Happy Fun 
America is definitely trying their hardest 
to make it happen. As it stands, the mere 
notion of the parade has already caused 
a stir in the LGBT community. Were the 
parade actually to happen, it may just tip 
the entire pot. 

Straight pride parade or no, at least we 
can rely on Stephen Colbert to give us some 
entertaining commentary about it.

Morri Sampey
Allons Editor
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Tyler, the Creator’s unexpected 
transformation into a queer icon

State lawmakers 

make stand against 

... soy milk?

Louisiana lawmakers have recently 
taken a strong stance for truth. Right after 
deciding on whether or not a 16-year-old 
child can marry someone with their parent’s 
consent — which they agreed with by the 
way — lawmakers decided that calling 
cauliflower rice alternatives “rice” was too 
much for them. Tsk tsk Louisiana, you sure 
know which hill to die on.

In a 31-7 Senate vote, the restrictions 
that include milk, sugar, and rice alternatives 
being advertised as actual versions of 
themselves was blasphemous to the culture 
of Louisiana, where healthy living is just 
something we don’t like to do, apparently. 
For those of you who have read my articles 
in the past, I typically take a soft side to 
any topic. I try not to be too brash about 
anything, leaving the constantly subjective 
morality to change over time.

But here, I change my ways. I 
mentioned in the first paragraph that 
another bill had recently been in front of 
Louisiana lawmakers, a bill that I did take a 
serious stance on. That bill dealt with child 
marriage. Child marriage within a country 
that claims to be not just the police of the 
free world but its bastion of justice and 
morality.

Louisiana doesn’t seem to care much 
for that reputation. I’m a born and raised 
Louisiana man, and I’ve seen its culture first 
hand. There are things that I’m proud of 
and there are things I’m disgusted by. In a 
disappointing but not altogether shocking 
conclusion, lawmakers decided that a 
16-year-old kid can get married with their 
parents’ and a judge’s approval. Albeit 
we are evolving; prior to the bill coming 
forward there was no minimum age to 
marry. Yes, you heard that right.

How am I supposed to support a state 
that believes in something so archaic? Why 
is Louisiana stuck in time and refusing to 

On February 14, 2011, Tyler Okonma, 
more notably known as Tyler, the Creator, 
released the infamous single “Yonkers” 
from his debut studio album, “Goblin,” 
starting an internet wildfire with a dual 
reception of applaud and disgust. 

The music video accompanying 
the single featured a brooding Okonma 
playfully rapping to a cockroach before he 
unexpectedly eats it. The lyrical content of 
“Yonkers” is equally obscene, with Okonma 
abrasively declaring his intent to stab “any 
blogging f***** with a Pitchfork.”

Okonma’s early discography left the 
music industry shocked and polarized. He 
was praised for his DIY, abstract approach to 
indie hip-hop as much as he was denounced 
for his inflammatory and harmful rhetoric. 
His music often embraced hate speech and 
grotesque fictionalizations of rape and 
murder with the finesse of a seventh grader. 

Whi le  h is  youthfu l  audience 
was enamored with this bold, anti-PC 
messaging, many within music journalism 
rightfully highlighted his incendiary attitude 
as a problem. The more sensible journalists 
were quick to realize that such troublesome 
content is likely reflective of a troubled, 
immature boy.

Other critics were staunch in their 
opposition to Okonma’s work, such as Sara 
of Tegan and Sara. Okonma’s response to 
this particular piece of criticism exemplified 
their point, and brings forth an essential 
sentiment to note: the normalization of 
homophobic language is markedly not OK.

However, eight years later, Tyler 
Okonma is playing a pivotal role in the 
growing acceptance of queerness in a 
shifting hip-hop culture that has historically 
been a cesspool of homophobia. Okonma 
himself contributed to that side of the 
culture, but the mistakes of the past have 
paved the way for a new, emotionally 
vulnerable and sexually open Tyler, the 
Creator to shine.

TYLER, THE CREATOR
continued on page 11 SOY MILK LAW

continued on page 11

Brett Smith
Political Columnist

Graphic by Cole Broussard
Tyler, the Creator is lauded by many as a queer icon despite his questionable lyrics and 
remarks in the past. 

Timothy Ledet
Music Columnist

Allons

With “IGOR,” his latest full-length 
project, Okonma embraces his queer 
nature through a new and exciting persona. 
Promotional material for this unique 
and fresh breakup album introduced the 
androgynous, titular character garbed in 
pastel suits, a blond, bowl-cut wig, and 
pitch-black, oblique shades.

The album is a glitzy, rhythmic, and 
fringe journey with Igor through the life 
span of their romantic relationship. They 
are engaged in a variety of dispositions: 
swooning over their “favorite garçon,” 
basking in envy over a girl they see 
as competition, and lamenting the 
relationship’s inevitable end. 

It’s important to note that while 
Igor is certainly a character, they still 
hold indisputable merit as a reflection of 
Okonma’s homosexuality.

“Flower Boy,” Okonma’s previous 
full-length project released in 2017, was 
the first instance of same-sex, romantic 
expression in his music. As he puts it rather 
bluntly on the track “I Ain’t Got Time” from 
that album: “I’ve been kissing white boys 
since 2004.”

Following these revelations of 
Okonma’s sexuality, the media was in awe 

of this unexpected honesty, with many 
highlighting just how contrary it was to 
the lyrical content of “Goblin” and other 
previous releases. Some outlets took it as far 
as to say that Okonma was merely putting 
on another facade, blatantly lying about his 
newfound homosexuality to create another 
ruse.

At this point, I’m going to assert that 
Tyler Okonma’s confessions of same-sex 
love are, and have always been, legitimate. 

“Flower Boy” made it rather plain to 
see that there is no more curtain to hide 
behind. 

“IGOR” reinforces this sentiment, 
and takes it a step further by using his 
eccentricity to create a sexually ambiguous 
character with an immersive, and relatable 
story to tell.

An individual with their sexuality 
stuffed into a closet is deeply susceptible 
to anger, depression, confusion, denial, and 
hatred. Perhaps the Tyler Okonma who saw 
himself as a goblin was suffocating under 
the pressure to conceal his real sexual 
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LGBT Pride Month promotes 
positivity despite troubled past

At pride parades everywhere, people 
are waving signs and shouting. Their signs 
often have bricks painted on them, and the 
people are shouting, “The first Pride was 
a riot!”

As straightforward as it sounds, many 
people are confused by these signs, even if 
they’re LGBT. The history of Pride Month 
isn’t typically taught in schools, so people 
often don’t know about the violence and 
hardships faced by LGBT people in the past. 

The first Pride can be traced back to 
Stonewall Inn, at the infamous Stonewall 
Riot. The inn was a place for LGBT people 
to gather and drink in secret. At this time, 
being outed could mean a person would lose 
their job and all respect in their city. 

Despite the inn being seen as a 
“safespace” for many LGBT people, it 
wasn’t particularly safe at all. The owners 
often blackmailed its rich patrons with 
threats to out them, and cops raided the inn 
often. 

On June 28, 1969, another raid took 
place. 

Graphic by Cole Broussard
LGBT activists Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera are two of the most prominent figures in queer history.

Morri Sampey
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Then all hell broke loose. 
It isn’t clear exactly what happened 

that day. Many accounts have been strung 
together to form a mostly coherent story, 
including the account of Sylvia Rivera. 

A transgender activist, Rivera was 
at Stonewall when the riot happened. 
Rivera has been interviewed by many, and, 
according to her, that day in June is when 
the patrons of the bar decided they finally 
had enough, and they began throwing bricks 
and other things at officers. The police took 
cover inside the inn as stuff was thrown 
from the outside. 

Marsha P. Johnson, an activist, sex-
worker and a drag performer, was also at 
the Stonewall uprising. Many people claim 
she was one of the first people to begin 
throwing, but Johnson said that she joined 
after it had begun. 

The riot lasted for almost a week 
and ended in the arrest of a multitude of 
LGBT protesters. The riot led to four LGBT 
organizations forming, one of which was 
formed by Johnson and Rivera known as the 
Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries. 
It also led to the Stonewall Inn being 

recognized as a national monument by 
former President Barack Obama.

The first Gay Pride March took place 
along the street outside of the Stonewall 
Inn. Although LGBT people had already 
recognized June as Pride Month in honor 
of the Stonewall Riot for over thirty years, 
former President Bill Clinton was the first to 
officially honor it with the title of “Gay and 
Lesbian Month” in 1999. Obama was the 
one to rename it to “LGBT Pride Month” 
in an act of inclusivity. 

If actively searching for it, information 
about the Stonewall Riot and Pride Month 
as we know it is readily available on the 
internet; however, for children whose 
unsupportive parents monitor their every 
move online, it can be impossible to find 
anything about it. 

Despite LGBT rights being an 
important part of history, many people only 
begin learning about them once they get to 
college and have a little more freedom in 
choosing which classes to take. 

Many colleges offer LGBT-oriented 
classes, including the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. High schools don’t 
teach about the riot and LGBT activism the 
same way they do about women’s suffrage, 
especially if it’s a religious high school like 
the one I went to. Many high schools try 
to avoid discussion of LGBT at all in the 
classroom, even if those schools have a 
Gay Straight Alliance club like many public 
schools.

As the years pass by and LGBT news 
is discussed more often, LGBT youth are 
slowly able to learn more and more, much 
to the chagrin of some unsupportive parents. 

This Pride Month is already off to a 
great start with many young LGBT people 
at parades and making posts on social 
media in support. They’re joined by the 
older generation of LGBT, all of whom 
are making their presence at Pride known. 
Together, they will continue to make 
history, and this year’s Pride will be one 
to remember. 

identity, with crass and hateful messaging 
serving as a defense mechanism.

This might be leaning toward deeper 
interpretation, but from this I can certainly 
draw parallels to my own experiences 
of harmfully denying, but eventually 
embracing my queer identity.

Whether he intended it or not, Tyler, 
the Creator has lived and portrayed a 
story arc that resonates with many. His 
transformation into a queer icon is a point 
of inspiration: despite how scared, self-
destructive, or divisive someone has been in 
their past, the manifestation of self-love and 
honest expression is always within reach.

make decisions on the things that make a 
difference? So here we are, talking about 
rice of all things. Rice, when children 
are getting married by parents who vote 
in the judges that agree with this kind of 
antiquated cruelty.

Excuse my emotion, I suppose now 
that you’re here to read about the rice 
alternatives that nobody but Louisiana cares 
about. I’ll give you the information. The bill 
was recently passed by the house and senate 
that put restrictions on whether alternatives 
can advertise themselves as what they intend 
to take the place of. Cauliflower rice being 
called rice, sugar alternatives being called 
sugar and the like.

The claim by the bill was that it 
will help people distinguish between the 
alternatives and the real thing. Come on 
lawmakers, you really think that Louisiana 
buyers are too stupid to know the difference? 
You act like we don’t do any research 
beforehand or vote in people who marry 
off children or something. Geesh, give us 
more credit than that.

This was less of an article and more of 
a rant. Obviously the words aren’t with me 
today, so let me just end this with someone 
much smarter than me. Republican Rep. 
Nancy Landry, in regards to setting a 
minimum age for marriage. “If they’re both 
16 years old, and they both consent to sexual 
relations, and they’re about to have a baby, 
why wouldn’t we want them to be married?”

Because they’re not adults, Rep. 
Landry. That’s why.
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SOUNDING 

OFF

Graduate School 
“For a multitude of reasons — one 

would be poverty, one would be 

the education.”

Why do you think US News ranked 
Louisiana as the worst state?

Ben Rhone

Milan Haydel

Jennifer Davis

Biology

Psychology

Public Relations

Computer Science

Bioscience

Biology

Senior
“Maybe because the jobs aren’t really 

demanding in terms of the types of 

jobs that they have. I guess there isn’t 

a diversity of options.” 

Freshman
“I would say it’s because of 

our educational systems.”

Freshman
“The crimes; people kill other 

people a lot. I wouldn’t have 

thought that we would be last.”

Senior
“I think it’s the opportunities. 
Honestly, people plan to leave 
this place because there’s not 

many job opportunities; the pay 
wage is $7.25.”

Freshman
“The weather sucks. New 

Orleans is a big tourist place 

and there’s a lot of crime.”

Lexis Coleman

Varonkay Peters

Dylan Fitzgerald


