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The Student Government Association 
posted a specific breakdown of the 
student-assessed fees on their website on 
Saturday night/Sunday morning.

According to SGA President Rachel 
Lautigar, SGA is posting the fees as 
a response to many students at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette last 
year demanding the university be more 
transparent about where the fee money 
goes.

“There was a ‘cut the fees’ protest and a 
lot of people just talking about it on a lot 
of different spheres,” Lautigar said.

UL Lafayette’s Student Cashier Center 
posted an explanation of the fees on their 
website, but Lautigar said the page was 
too hard to find for most students.

“The (explanation of fees) wasn’t 
hidden from the public per se but it was 
really difficult to get to,” Lautigar said. 
“For the average student, knowing where 
to go to get that information to find out 
how that money was being used took 
a lot of time and resources that college 
students usually don’t have.”

In addition, Student Cashier Center’s 
breakdown doesn’t include many of the 
fees’ actual cost, and many students find 
the descriptions given to be unclear.

“The way that they word where the fees 
are going is super vague,” Nova Vernon, 
a junior in Criminal Justice at UL 
Lafayette, said.

The explanation of fees page doesn’t 
even say what the fee money is actually 
used for in some cases but simply states 
which organization the money goes to 
and when the fee was established. The 
intramurals fee, the band association 
fee and the cheerleaders fee are all given 
descriptions like this in the Student 
Cashier Center’s breakdown.

SGA’s website shows each organization’s 
expenditures and revenues in detail, but 
the fee breakdowns for the cheerleader 

fee, the day care, the Masterplan 
Advancement Program fee, the police fee, 
the student loan fee, the transportation 
services fee and entertainment fee still 
don’t disclose how much students pay 
individually.

SGA’s list of fees also fails to include 
board assessed fees. Unlike student-
assessed fees, which are requested by 
SGA, board-assessed fees are fees UL 
Lafayette’s System Board of Supervisors 
have deemed necessary according to the 
explanation of fees page. 

Lautigar said SGA will try to get the 
board-assessed fees on their website 
as well if students appreciate SGA’s 
breakdown of the student-assessed fees. 

“We do have intentions and goals 
of getting all fees that are not tuition 
eventually on the website. Student-
assessed fees was a great place to start 

because it is something that SGA 
manages already,” she said. 

“We are hoping that students take this 
and appreciate it and then say, ‘Okay, 
can we get all of it now?’ and then we 
can go back and continue the work 
that we started back in August with the 
administration and say, ‘They really, 
really love the student-assessed fees, 
and based on this we want to give them 
everything,’ because that is our intention 
and goal.”

Nicole Mistretta, a junior in journalism 
at UL Lafayette, said she would only look 
at a breakdown of fees if it was shown to 
her when she paid her bill.

“I would only really look to see what 
the breakdown of the fees are if it was 
where I’m paying for them,” Mistretta 
said.

Lautigar said she would like to see the 
fee breakdowns appear when students 
pay their bill, but the issue is out of SGA’s 
control.

“The way that it was explained to me 
was that whenever students pay their bill, 
they are actually leaving the louisiana.
edu website and going to a service called 
TouchNet,” Lautigar said. “And that is the 
billing service by which the university 
collects tuition and fees from its students. 
And as of right now, we are not in direct 
control over what is displayed (on 
TouchNet).”

  Amelia LeFleur, a senior in 
journalism at UL Lafayette, said she is 
happy to see the university is starting to 
be more open about student fees.

“We deserve a better idea of where our 
money goes,” she said.

Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

With the beginning of the spring 
semester, campus is bound to be bustling 
with students cramming for their classes 
in a matter of days.

But studying may not be the same 
process for every student. Each student is 
likely to have different, perhaps unusual, 
practices that have proved successful for 
their academic careers.

One student, a junior in computer 
graphic design, commented on her own 
studying.

“Usually, since most of my classes are 
project-based, my studying is usually for 
my classes such as biology, math classes, 
foreign language class, stuff like that,” 
Anna Allen said.

She continued sharing some of her own 
study tactics.

“All information — no matter what that 
information is — I put it on flashcards. 
I study them by fives, and I continue 
studying them by fives, and then continue 
to combine them,” Allen said. 

She shared another one of her more 
unusual tactics.

“I sing the notes to myself,” she said. “I 
record the class and write the notes twice. 
And then I chew gum — during studying 
and during the test.”

She, along with another student, 
both remarked an increase in class 

performance since adopting their 
individual tactics.

The other student, a junior in the 
history program, also shared his own 
methods.

“I’ll say for foreign language, I 
incorporate it into my daily life, as in 
speaking to my roommates in Spanish, or 
talking, walking around,” Austin Manucy 
said.

Manucy commented on his methods 
for his other classes.

“In other classes such as history, 
being that it’s very information-based — 
making flashcards, or just reading the 
book and trying to just find information, 
break it down by say bullets points or 
major points that your teacher goes over,” 
he said.

Many of these unusual tactics practiced 
by the students are recommended on 
educational studying sites.

“If regular study habits are not working 
for you, it may be time to try some of 
these unusual tricks. They are geared 
toward helping your brain make new 
associations. This can be a great way 
to get the information to stay where 
you want it—in your brain!,” the Harris 
School of Business website reads.

Of the tips recommended by the site, 
it reiterates Allen and Manucy’s practices 
of making flash cards, re-writing notes, 
singing notes and chewing gum as 
beneficial. 

Another site helps explain why these 
tactics are actually helpful.

According to Cascade Business News, 
“One way of remembering things that 
you read is by integrating them with your 
existing knowledge. There are some study 
tips and tricks that can help your brain 
connect unrelated information to what 
you already know in order to remember 
things better.”

Through connecting their academic 
information with what is already familiar 

to them, it helps create familiarity with 
the new information.

An article by Saja Briggs of informED 
shares a quote giving this idea 
psychological legitimacy:

“‘We have known these principles 
for some time, and it’s intriguing that 
[institutions] don’t pick them up, 
or that people don’t learn them by 
trial and error,’ said Robert A. Bjork, 
a psychologist at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.”
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Students Anna Allen and Austin Manucy study together. 

UL students recommend unusual study 
habits for better academic performance
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Faculty discuss commonly retaken 
courses, possible causes of failure 
John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

Although the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s goal as a state university is 
to educate its students, it goes without 
saying that sometimes the student may 
not earn the grade they need in a class, 
and thus have to retake it.

The Louisiana Board of Regents 
requires that all Louisiana universities 
give their students a “broad-based 
common educational experience” that 
pushes them to study subjects beyond 
their major.

According to the Board’s website, all 
students pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
Louisiana are required to take at least six 
credit hours each of math, English and 
behavioral sciences as well as nine hours 
of natural sciences and three hours of 
arts.

Professor James Kimball, Ph.D., has 
taught math at UL Lafayette since 2008. 
Kimball described how, as far as what he’s 
seen in his time here, the lower, entry-
level classes tend to have more repeats 
than higher level courses.

Kimball explained what he thought 
to be the reason for this trend: Newer 
students lack the work ethic that college 
classes demand of them. He added 
some students are naturally good with 
academia, and because of that they might 
come into college with a “false sense of 
security” about what they need to do to 
succeed.

“When I just say ‘go to class,’ it seems 
almost trite, but that’s all everyone ever 
says ‘Oh you just need to go to class,’” 
Kimball said. “Well I mean okay, that’s 
fine, that’s great, but going and filling up 
a chair can’t be just that. You have to be 
invested in that course, so you have to be 
active, you need to be listening, paying 
attention, taking notes.”

Kimball acknowledged that the end 
grade isn’t all on the individual student, 
however. He described how important 
it is that the professor stay as open and 
clear with their students as possible, 
something he stresses to graduate 
students and new professors.

“Something else I say to the grad 
students: (The students) may or may not 
completely understand the mathematics 
and the material you’re talking about, 
but they understand what fair is, that’s 
not a complicated concept,” Kimball said. 
“So, as long as you’re fair, and you’re very 
clear, you’re open, you set forward your 
expectations, there’s usually not an issue.”

Another UL Lafayette professor, Sherry 
Krayesky-Self, Ph.D., gave a similar cause 
for students needing to retake a class.

“I definitely can tell you that students 
who are repeating classes, frequently, 

have had trouble with time management, 
and they’ve had trouble with things other 
than just the academics,” Krayesky-Self 
said. “The idea is, ‘Well, the reason you 
didn’t pass the class is because you’re just 
not smart enough.’ That’s not true.”

Krayesky-Self teaches Biology 110, or 
the entry-level biology class for biology 
majors. Biology 110 is listed to hold up to 
250 students per section, and Krayesky-
Self estimated about 1,000 students 
take the class in the fall across different 
sections.

Krayesky-Self said that, even though 
her classes are so large, she does notice 
when a student ends up in her class a 
second time. She recommends students 
try to pick up time management 
strategies from wherever they can find 
them, be it from their family, their tutors, 
or even from the internet.

Krayesky-Self also said students aren’t 
using the resources available to them 
— such as the learning center and the 
Biology Department’s Mentoring Matters 
program — as much as they could be. 

“If I have 250 students in a classroom, 
and I have 70 of them that are regularly 
going to SI, or the academic mentors, or 
the tutors in Lee Hall, if I have 70 who are 
regularly doing that, I would be excited,” 
Krayesky-Self said. 

“It should be 200 who are going, and 
70 who are not, but that’s not the case. 
Everybody thinks that they can do it 
better themselves, and it’s just not true. 
More than one mind is more powerful.”
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Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019
At 2:15 p.m., an individual told ULPD that, when she returned to her office 
from the previous day, she found her door was open and someone had 
rummaged through papers in her office.

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019
At 5:53 p.m., officers went to Legacy Park Apartments in reference to the 
smell of burnt marijuana. The students involved were referred to Student 
Rights and Responsibilities.

Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019
At 1:08 p.m., someone stole a bicycle wheel at Heritage Apartments. 
ULPD later arrested a suspect for this.

Friday, Dec. 13, 2019
At 2:51 p.m., an officer saw a person who matched the description 
of someone suspected of stealing bicycle parts. Officers found drug 
paraphernalia on him. He was released on a misdemeanor summons.

Monday, Dec. 23, 2019
At 10:21 p.m., officers went to Zone 22 and arrested a non-student 
suspect for attempted bicycle theft. The suspect was booked into LPCC.

Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2019 
At 12:44 p.m., a student reported Christmas lights were cut from his house 
on fraternity row.

Monday, Dec. 30, 2019 
At 4:14 p.m., UL Lafayette dispatch received information about a possible 
threat involving a 2004 Pontiac Prix. 

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Students doing coursework together in the Edith Garland Dupré Library.   

Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020
At approximately 5:02 p.m., officers went to Heritage Apartments Building 5 
in response to a fire alarm. Officers made contact with the fire department in 
the apartment where the alarm came from. Officers made contact with the 
suspect who was issued a misdemeanor summons for possession of drug 
paraphernalia and was released.  

At 5:49 p.m., officers went to Bonin Hall in response to a possible theft of 
Christmas decorations. 

Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020
At 9:58 p.m., Rev. Sibley walked in to explain a situation he was having with a 
parishioner of Our Lady of Wisdom Church. A report was generated.

Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2020
At 8 a.m., an officer was sent to Madison Hall in response to a suspicious 
person who was in the bathroom for a substantial amount of time. Upon 
investigation, the suspicious person was arrested for possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020
At 4 p.m., someone reported one of his employees struck a vehicle window 
with a rock while weed eating in Zone 15. 

Friday, Jan. 10, 2020
At 1:03 a.m., a caller reported an individual lying on the ground. Officer 
Meyer was dispatched and Officer Alexander assisted. The intoxicated 
student was taken to Lafayette General by Acadian unit No.6 and was 
referred to Student Rights and Respon sibilities.

At 1:38 a.m., two subjects were observed removing bicycles from Heritage 
Apartments.

Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020 
At approximately 5 p.m. officers went to Legacy Park Apartments in 
response to a subject claiming voices coming from above his apartment 
were harassing him.
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns men’s and women’s 
track & field team had their first indoor 
match of the season. They traveled to 
Baton Rouge to take on LSU at the Carl 
Maddox Fieldhouse. 

This meet was a non-scoring meet and 
not part of an invitational tournament. 
The first scoring meet takes place over the 
weekend. 

Louisiana had its fair share of strong 
performances in the season opener. The 
relay team ended the day in second place. 

Individual performances were strong 
as well. Dominique Williams, a senior 
hammer thrower, started the day with 
the men’s weight throw. He ended up 
winning second place in the contest. 

Williams is the defending Sun Belt 
Conference champion in the men’s 
weight throw category. In the LSU meet, 
he threw over 64 feet, only 6 feet behind 
LSU’s Jake Norris, who took first place. 

Another second-place finish came 
from Rylan Theyard. He’s a sophomore 
high and triple jumper. At the LSU meet, 
he finished second in the men’s triple 
jump. 

For the men’s long jump, Chandler 
Mixon got sixth overall. He’s a junior 
who competes in multiple events from 
running to jumping. 

Freshman pole vaulter Nick Russell 
recorded a fourth-place finish in the 
men’s pole vault. 

Terroll Jolla finished sixth for the 
60-meter dash. He’s a sophomore 
specializing in sprints and finished the 
race in just a little over six minutes. 

Tahj Whitfield is a junior hurdler. He 
finished fourth overall in the 60-meter 
hurdle event. While doing so, he also set 
a personal record. 

Tyrell Hargrove got sixth-place in the 
600-meter race, while Rashid Reese and 
Key Alfred both got eighth place in their 
respective runs. Hargrove is a sophomore 
middle-distance runner while Reese and 
Alfred are sophomore distance runners. 

The men wrapped up their competition 
with a 4 x 400-meter relay, ending in 3 
minutes, 20 seconds. 

For the women’s side of the day, they 
were just as impressive as the men. 

Frankie Griffin and Taylor Davis 
both earned top 6 performances in the 
women’s high jump. Griffin, a junior 
high jumper, finished third and Davis, 
a freshman all-around jumper finished 
sixth. 

Senior thrower Alexis James earned 
seventh with the weight throw and set a 
personal record. 

In the team 4 x 400-meter relay, 
Louisiana placed second. India Brown, 
Shonita Brome, Emoni Coleman and 
Ta’La Spates competed in the relay for the 
day. 

Brown is a sophomore sprinter, Brome 
a freshman sprinter, Spates a freshman 
sprinter and Coleman a freshman 
distance runner. 

Coleman also finished fifth in the mile 
run and Kennedy London placed 10th in 
the 60-meter hurdles. London is  
a freshman that doubles in sprints and 
hurdles. 

Up next, the Ragin’ Cajuns will 
compete against Texas A&M as part of 
the Ted Nelson Invitational. The meet will 
take place on Friday, Jan. 17 at 12 p.m. 

There will be seven indoor meets 
before the SBC and NCAA Indoor 
Championships. The outdoor season 
officially starts on Saturday, March 14 
against McNeese in Lake Charles. There 
will be 14 outdoor meets before the SBC 
and NCAA Outdoor Championships.

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana football team finished 
a magical season with a school-record 
11 wins by beating the Miami-Ohio 
Redhawks in the LendingTree Bowl, the 
final bowl game of the 2019-20 college 
football season.

Miami entered the game with an 
8-5 record and a MAC conference 
championship, winning six of their final 
seven games to end the season, only 
giving up an average of 20.4 points per 
game over that stretch.

Their defense stifled the Ragin’ Cajuns 
offense for most of the first half.

Two punts for Louisiana to open the 
game after being unable to establish their 
great run game was eventually answered 
by a long 10-play touchdown drive by the 
Redhawks early in the second quarter to 
score the first points of the game.

The Ragin’ Cajuns would answer with a 
10-play scoring drive of their own on the 
next possession but settled for a field goal 
in the red zone. The hot Louisiana offense 
finally put points on the board, but were 
still down 7-3 late in the second quarter.

Finally, on the last possession of the 
first half, quarterback Levi Lewis and 
running back Elijah Mitchell powered 
Louisiana to a touchdown drive to take a 
10-7 lead going into halftime.

Even though the Ragin’ Cajuns offense 
was off to a slow start, their defense did 
a great job of forcing punts to keep the 
game close during that time.

Lewis continued his stout play 
early in the second half, throwing two 
touchdowns to senior Ja’Marcus Bradley 
on the first two drives of the second half 
and opening up separation. In between 
those two scoring drives, a field goal by 
the Redhawks made it a 24-10 game.

The fourth quarter was a scramble to 
the finish line.

Miami answered the second 
touchdown by Bradley with a 14-play 
touchdown drive to get it back down to a 
one-possession game at 24-17.

A three-and-out by Louisiana gave the 
ball back to the Redhawks with a chance 
to tie it, but the Ragin’ Cajuns defense 
came up big with a fumble around 
midfield. The offense took advantage 
and senior kicker Stevie Artigue hit his 
second field goal of the game to extend 
the lead to 27-17 with just under five 
minutes left.

On the next drive for the Redhawks, an 
interception that would have effectively 
sealed the game was overturned by a pass 
interference penalty. In the next play, 
the Redhawks got the spark they were 
looking for with a 66-yard pass play, the 
longest of the game for either side.

With the ball at the Ragin’ Cajuns 
2-yard line, two incompletions and a run 
stuff set up a fourth down at the one-
yard line. Instead of kicking the field goal 
to make it a one-possession game, the 
Redhawks decided to go for it with just 
over three minutes left.

In what would be the play of the game, 
a botched snap flew over the head of the 
Miami quarterback and the Redhawks 
running back jumped on it for a nearly 
20-yard loss and turnover on downs.

The Ragin’ Cajuns closed out their 27-
17 victory and sealed their 11-win season 
with a bowl victory.

Lewis was the main reason for the 
success of the offense. He completed 19 of 
his 26 passing attempts for 246 yards and 
two touchdowns. He also ran for a team-
high 62 yards on eight rushing attempts.

Louisiana’s trio of running backs was 
kept relatively quiet as they were most 
likely the main focus of the Redhawks 
defense. Mitchell was the leader with 55 
yards on 11 carries and a touchdown run.

In Bradley’s last game as a Ragin’ 
Cajun, he caught a team-high seven 
passes for 88 yards and the two 
touchdowns to bring him to 10 on the 
season, his second consecutive double-
digit touchdown season for Louisiana.

Billy Napier and the Ragin’ Cajuns 
achieved school records and a bowl 
victory in his second year as head coach. 
Next season should be just as exciting for 
Louisiana football fans. 

WINTER RECAP

Ragin’ Cajuns wrap up 11-win  
season with bowl game victory

WINTER RECAP

Louisiana track & field pulls out 
strong performances with first meet

Sports
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Upcoming Basketball Games
WOMEN’S MEN’S

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns women’s basketball 
team secured two key Alabama victories 
during the second week of January. On 
Jan. 9, Louisiana played South Alabama 
at home, winning in a close 73-68. 

The South Alabama game started 
with a dominating first quarter from 
Louisiana. They started with a 7-0 run, 
and at the end of the quarter, they led 
21-10. 

Louisiana’s offense stayed strong 
throughout the game, with heavy 
contributions from their bench, which 
South Alabama had no answer for. On 
the other end, Louisiana’s defense was 
just as strong, forcing 17 turnovers from 
South Alabama. 

In the final quarter, the score was 
getting close, but, due to South Alabama 
trailing, they had to foul. Luckily, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns sunk 10 free throws in the 
remaining minutes of gameplay to get 
their win. 

Another factor contributing to their 
victory was Louisiana leading in free 
throws and steals, while only having 
eight turnovers. This was the Ragin’ 
Cajuns third straight win in a Sun Belt 
Conference home opener and their first 
home win against South Alabama in 
three years. 

Leading the Ragin’ Cajuns was junior 
guard and forward Skyler Goodwin. She 
scored a season-high 17 points, including 
two three-pointers. Junior forward, 
Kimberly Burton also had double digits, 
while Ty’Reona Doucet, another junior 
forward, contributed to almost half of the 
teams’ rebounds. 

After the South Alabama win, 
Louisiana had another Alabama team to 
face. 

On Jan. 11, Louisiana traveled to 
Alabama to face Troy. This game was 
another close victory, with the final score 
ending at 79-73.

The Troy game started off a little slower 
for Louisiana than the previous game. 
At the end of the first, they trailed 15-16. 
The competition remained neck and neck 
until the last quarter.

The huge fourth quarter is what drove 
the Ragin’ Cajuns to their win. They 
scored a season-high 30 points in the 
quarter, led by freshman guard Makayia 
Hallmon, who finished with a career-high 
14-point game. 

In 10 minutes of the fourth quarter, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns shot 63.6 percent. Overall 
they shot .435 percent compared to Troy’s 
.373 percent. Once again, free throws 
were a big part of the victory. The Ragin’ 
Cajuns shot .833 percent from the line in 
comparison to Troy’s .458 percent. 

 Along with Hallmon, other Ragin’ 
Cajuns scoring double figures were 
Goodwin, Doucet and Burton. Doucet 
scored the remaining four points in the 
final minutes of the fourth quarter.  

This was Louisiana’s first away win 
against Troy since the 2006 season. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns now have a two-
game win streak. Following these games, 
they have a 10-5 overall record and a 3-1 

SBC record. Up next, they will head to 
Texas for two away games. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns will play UTA in 
Arlington on Thursday, Jan. 16 at 11:30 
a.m., followed by Texas State on Saturday, 
Jan. 18 at 2 p.m. 

UTA has an overall record of 9-7, but 
a 3-1 SBC record, just like the Ragin’ 
Cajuns. Texas State is 0-4 in the SBC and 
7-8 overall this season. 

Both games will be broadcasted on 
ESPN Plus and ESPN 1420.

WINTER RECAP

Louisiana women’s basketball 
secures 2 key Alabama victories

Photo via RaginCajuns.com
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Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Elliot Wade
AFRICAN AMERICAN COLUMNIST

If you ask any queer person of color in 
this country if they’ve experienced racism 
and homophobia, you’ll probably expect 
the overwhelmingly obvious “Yes.” What 
comes as a shock is where it might come 
from, such as the rampant undercurrents 
of racism rooted within the greater LGBT 
community. This white-gay-racism has 
seen a resurgence in the new wave of 
white nationalism amdist high political 
and socio-economic polarization and 
dating apps where it’s socially acceptable 
to say “no blacks, Asians, Hispanics.” 

On the other side of the coin, there 
is a history of homophobia within 
several racial minority groups. While 
black people are not the sole minority 
race guilty of homophobia, I can only 
attest to my own lived experiences 
and observations within the black 
community. I don’t say this to point 
fingers or shame black people: simply to 
point out the hypocrisy. 

It is no secret that life as a minority 
in contemporary American society is 
shaped through the ability to assimilate. 
This concept has been shaped over 
several decades of observation, lived 
experience and research. 

One of the earliest scholars to give 
a name to this phenomenon is W.E.B. 
Dubois, who originally coined the term 
“double consciousness” in an article titled 
“Strivings of the Negro People” in August 
1897. It was later edited and became a 
chapter in his 1903 book “The Souls of 
Black Folk.”

“It is a peculiar sensation, this double-
consciousness, this sense of always 
looking at one’s self through the eyes of 
others, of measuring one’s soul by the  
 

tape of a world that looks on in amused 
contempt and pity. One ever feels his 
two-ness,—an American, a Negro; two 
souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled 
strivings; two warring ideals in one dark 
body, whose dogged strength alone keeps 
it from being torn asunder.

“ ... He does not wish to Africanize 
America, for America has too much to 
teach the world and Africa. He wouldn’t 
bleach his Negro blood in a flood of 
white Americanism, for he knows that 
Negro blood has a message for the world. 
He simply wishes to make it possible for a 
man to be both a Negro and an American 
without being cursed and spit upon by 
his fellows, without having the doors of 
opportunity closed roughly in his face.”

Several other scholars have expounded 
on Dubois’ ideas, but one of the most 
notable in recent years is the theory of 
intersectionality. This idea first came 
into the public sphere when professor 
Kimberlé Crenshaw published a paper in 
the University of Chicago Legal Forum 
titled “Demarginalizing the Intersection 
of Race and Sex” in 1989. Initially, 
Crenshaw’s paper sought only to describe 
how gender and race “intersect” with 
one another and overlap within the legal 
system. Discrimination in American law 
and society was not simply infected with 
the disease of racism, but rather, much of 
it was built on racism.

The paper focused on three legal cases 
that dealt with the issues of both racial 
discrimination and sex discrimination: 
DeGraffenreid v. General Motors, Moore 
v. Hughes Helicopter, Inc., and Payne v. 
Travenol. In each case, Crenshaw argued 
the law seemed to forget that black 
women are both black and female, and 
thus subject to discrimination on the 
basis of both race, gender and often a 
combination of the two.

The idea has since spread to activist 
circles and has commonly been used to 
describe how race, gender, sexuality and 
socio-economic status all also “intersect” 
and affect those with overlapping 
identities in different ways.

White queer people are not 
immediately singled out as an ‘other’, 
allowing them to hold one to some 
semblance of privilege, and thus, power. 
As descendants of African slaves who 
were inherently in opposition to the ideal 
American because of their race, one is 
visibly and irrevocably against the status 
quo, the social norm: the default has 
always been white. It would be in your 
best interest to assimilate in every other 
possible way. The “Why” element to 
homophobia in the black community still 
flourishes is irrelevant — it would require 
a large and in depth analysis of sex used 
as a show of dominance amongst slaves 
and slave owners, white anglo-saxon 
christian indocrination, and the loss of 
cultural and historical context. What 
matters is that it’s still there. 

When taking all of this into 
consideration and observing the waves 
and strides that the black community has 
made in 2019, I find myself filled with a 
newfound sense of joy. This year has been 
truly historic:

In February, Billy Porter, star of 
Broadway and the TV series Pose, went 
to the Oscars wearing a black velvet 
tuxedo gown. Though it was absolutely 
stunning, it became a topic of debate and 
sparked attention amongst of millions 
on social media, making headlines left 
and right. It was a powerful testament 
to self-acceptance celebration of 
oneself, especially as a queer black man. 
Porter offered a starting point to have 
conversations surrounding the fluidity of 
gender and gender expression.

Lizzo, a fat black woman, took the 
mainstream media by storm with her 
messages of self-love, perseverance and 
positivity. Her carefree spirit, catchy 
pop-beat and message made her an 
insta-classic within the black queer 
community. Her song “Truth Hurts” is 
currently tied for longest Hot 100 reign 
ever for a rap song by a female artist. 
She’s been nominated for numerous 
prestigious awards, most recently 8 
separate Grammys.

Lil Nas X broke the record for the 
longest running no. 1 song on the 
Billboard Hot 100, with “Old Town 
Road” remaining there for 17 weeks. The 
white-male-dominated realm of country 
music suddenly had to grapple with the 
fact that this black, openly queer man 
brought a fresh take on the genre.

Dwayne Wade, one of the most 
notorious basketball legends in recent 
history, came out publicly in support of 
his child Zion, who has self-identified as 
a member of the LGBT community. In a 
recent “All The Smoke” Interview, Wade 
publicly referred to Zion with both male 
and female pronouns, never identifying 
Zion’s gender-identity or sexuality. Wade 
said of supporting his child: “Nothing 
changes with my love, nothing changes 
with my responsibilities.”

While there is still scrutiny and the 
ever-prescent threat of discrimination, 
harassment and violence, there is a 
new era on the verge of culmination 
for the black queer community: one of 
acceptance, celebration and liberation. 
As 2020 ushers us collectively into a new 
decade, I’m ready to see what strides we 
make together. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN

Pushing the Envelope: Black  
excellence was on display in 2019

Allons

Graphic by Ashley Marshall

Listen in.

thevermilion.com/opinion/ragin-beat
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Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Something quite strange happened 
to me this last week — strange enough 
to write about. My fiance and I were 
relaxing at a fast food joint when she 
asked me, “What do we do if you get 
drafted?” Of course, I eased her worries 
and told her that a lot would have to 
happen for that to occur. That got me 
thinking though, how many people think 
the draft could happen to them? How 
many people actually watch the news 
with a fear that their number could be 
up? 

I’d like to ease everyone’s worries. 
This isn’t “The Hunger Games,” and 
the draft was discontinued in 1973. By 
discontinued, I don’t mean that they 
stopped using it. I mean that it has to be 
an entire act of Congress to reconstitute 
it, and then decide on using it. Have you 
ever known Congress to get anything 
done quickly? By the time the Iran 
conflict ends Mitch McConnell will be 
sitting down from his filibuster. 

Secondly, when the draft was 
implemented it had similarly strict 
requirements to the military, which are 
even stricter now. Flat feet? Get out of 
here. Half deaf? Gone. History of mental 
illness? Don’t let the door hit you on the 
way out. It also only covers born males 
from the ages of 18-25. That takes a lot 
of people worrying out of the running 
completely. What I’m trying to say, is 
that this isn’t Mulan. They’re not going to 
expect a man from every family, and the 
strongest son. It doesn’t work that way, 
and it shouldn’t. 

Truly though, what is the draft even 
for? Well when originally created it was 
to bolster our fighting force. A random, 
fair and dissociated way of forcing a 
patriotic duty. On the outset, it sounds 
horrible. My grandfather was drafted to 
Vietnam, and we talk often about how he 
feels on the topic. 

In his eyes, the draft was essential. 
This was a duty of every citizen, and it 
should be an honor to protect your land 
from enemies, foreign and domestic. I 

don’t disagree with him on some things, 
everyone who reads me knows that I’m 
critical of America but also love it. This is 
something that I disagree with. 

There’s a difference between a fighting 
militia and a draft. If the state of 
Louisiana ever got invaded, I’d be really 
curious to see how long before they take 
off. We’re armed to the teeth and know 
the terrain quite well, so we’d inevitably 
fight back. Would the people of Louisiana 
be honored to fight back? Yes. The short 
and long answer is yes. 

Because it’s clear cut. It’s distinct 
and deliberate, this is a fight for your 
homeland. Your sugar cane farms and 
meat markets and oak trees. Your beads 
and traditions. 

What isn’t clear cut is what else the U.S. 
may be doing. I love my country but I’m 
no stranger to its flaws. We’ve invaded 
land for nefarious causes, we’ve defended 
people who may not have wanted 
defending, and we’ve even given weapons 
to dangerous and unstable people. 

Now listen, I’m not harping on the 
military. I believe in it, and I believe that 
military people are some of the most 
respectable and brave people this country 
has to offer. But that’s also because they 
wanted it. They fought for us, through 
thick and thin, because they chose to. 
There was no random drawing, there 
was no fear of what would happen, they 
volunteered. They said that no matter 
what happens, they want to be there for 

our country. Who else but people like 
that do we want fighting our enemies? 

The draft is quite unlikely, and if it 
did get reconstituted, there would be 
many changes. It would have to be a 
long conflict to start and finish talks of a 
congressional topic. You have nothing to 
worry about, because we have more than 
a few people who didn’t wait on a draft. 
More than a few people who chose that 
life, and didn’t let the life choose them. 
So when thinking about the draft, just 
remember to thank a veteran for their 
service.

Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

For the past year, the media has 
levied a war against the homeless 
with increasing fervor. Primetime Fox 
News host Tucker Carlson recently 
concluded his five-part series “American 
Dystopia,” which sought to investigate 
the rampant problem of homelessness 
in San Francisco. The result was a 
grim association of the homeless with 
lawlessness and liberal appeasement to 
drug fiends and hostile vagrants.

This indictment of homelessness is 
disheartening, not because of its content, 
but more so due to its framing. Those 
experiencing housing insecurities are 
often labeled as junkies, transients and 
filth. 

This compelled me to investigate 
how the media in Louisiana, a state 
particularly vulnerable to wealth 
inequality and poverty, covers the topic 
of homelessness. The reporting on this 
subject within the past five years is 
rather bare, so the more egregious and 
misleading examples will be discussed in 
this article.

First, let’s be clear. Homelessness 
is not the problem itself, but rather a 
symptom of the gross inequity of which 
our economic and political systems are 
contrived. However, nearly every instance 
of reporting on the homeless in Louisiana 
seeks to convince the audience that it is 
the  problem that either desperately needs 
to be fixed or is currently being fixed.

Three pieces published last fall from 
the Greater Baton Rouge Business 
Report, all written by Caitie Burkes, 
condemned the homeless with a 
clever proxy, touting Baton Rouge’s 
“panhandling problem” as a threat to 
downtown businesses. The first of which 
explicitly claims that “Homelessness 
is not the issue—it’s when people feel 
unsafe when someone is harassing them 
for a dollar.”

The endeavor of creating the 
“panhandler” as a distinction, separate 
from the homeless population as a 
whole, is a privileged pursuit. Doing 
so establishes a false binary. There’s the 
unobtrusive homeless person, and then 

the panhandler, a clever and often hostile 
con man who misuses your dollar to fuel 
his vices. 

Generalizing a homeless person’s 
circumstances, whether intended or not, 
strips away realistic moral considerations 
towards their situation.

The second piece on the matter 
makes a shallow empirical claim that 
“panhandling is on the rise.” Burkes 
points to an increase in panhandling 
arrests, citing 11 arrests made from 2008 
to 2009, as compared to 19 arrests within 
the year leading up to Sept. 23, 2019.

Not only is this blatant cherry-picking, 
but it misconstrues the fact that this data 
only represents a rise in policing. I will 
not dive into the merits of policing the 
homeless, but I firmly believe that any 
increase in policing marginalized groups 
enables predatory policing against those 
groups. 

This is exactly what Burkes’ third piece 
on panhandling prescribes as a solution: 
“to strengthen ...  current ordinances 
related to public space management, 
aggressive panhandling, disorderly 
conduct and ‘sit and lie’ policies.”

Ironically, strengthening local 
ordinances might be the most aggressive 
aspect of this whole situation. These 
pieces make thinly veiled attempts at 
addressing this issue with a semblance 
of compassion but instead are likely 
designed to protect and ensure real estate 
and business interests.

To bring things back home, the handful 
of articles published in Lafayette media 
outlets covering homelessness are less 
belligerent in nature but still carry an air 
of ignorance and insensitivity.

The Acadiana Advocate in April 2015 
unconvincingly claims Lafayette is 
“grappling with the issue of transients,” 
without ever acknowledging the issues 

that these “transients” (a word that 
automatically excludes people from 
being a member of our community) are 
grappling.

In November 2019, the Acadiana 
Advocate reported that “shielding 
Acadiana’s homeless” is coming at a 
“steep cost.” This article, like many others, 
puts the burden of homelessness on 
churches and nonprofits, framing it as a 
matter to be resolved by charity instead 
of policy.

And yet, the stakes of structural 
inefficiencies and harmful rhetoric is 
largely ignored. 

I have active plans to cover and 
advocate for our homeless population 
in the future, but for now, I hope I’ve 
provided a glimpse of how seriously 
out-of-touch and apathetic media can 
be towards those in our community who 
need the most help.

Graphic by Ashley Marshall

Discussion about homelessness has 
plenty of room for improvement

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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A military draft is unlikely despite 
United States’ conflict with Iran
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

If you’re like me and you’re a nerd — 
and I’m assuming you are, because who 
isn’t these days — you probably know 
about Mechacon. If you don’t, let me give 
you a quick rundown while you look for 
somewhere to live other than the rock 
you’ve been under.

Mechacon is an anime convention 
held in New Orleans every July. The 
convention usually lasts three days, 
starting on a Friday morning and ending 
on a Sunday afternoon. It’s regarded 
as one of, if not the, largest anime 
conventions in South Louisiana. 

Mechacon was one of the firsts. 
Without it, there most likely wouldn’t be 
the large number of cons in the area we 
have today. 

Unfortunately, Mechacon is closing its 
doors for the final time on July 26, 2020. 
The reason was stated by the convention 
as the convention having served its 
purpose.

“When we first decided to do this 
show in 2004, there was little to no 
convention presence for anime fans in 
the whole of Louisiana, so we set out 
to fill that void and put Louisiana’s fan 
community on the map. Now, in 2019, 
with the proliferation of fandom-oriented 
conventions throughout the state (both 
grassroots and corporate), we feel that 
original mission has been accomplished,” 
said a press release. 

Many fans are upset by this, myself 
included. In South Louisiana, there isn’t 
another convention quite like Mechacon, 

and there doesn’t seem to be a way to fill 
that void.

Or maybe there is.
A few minutes away, held every 

January, is the Wizard World New 
Orleans Comic-Con. Wizard World 
is held in many other cities, including 
Chicago, Philadelphia and St. Louis, and 
it is hosted by Wizard Entertainment. 

This year, Wizard World was held on 
Jan. 3 through 5 and welcomed many 
guests, such as stars from hit shows 
Charmed and Smallville, both of which 
are shows I personally enjoyed.

I attended Wizard World this year, and 
while I was there, I tried to determine 
whether or not Wizard World could truly 
fill the void that Mechacon will surely 
leave. And honestly, folks, it isn’t looking 
good.

There are multiple differences 
between the two conventions, but as far 
as similarities go, there are a few. For 
instance, both conventions manage to 
have entertaining and engaging panels 
held by an assortment of people, as 
well as being able to snag some really 
exceptional guest speakers. 

The two conventions also both have 
live performances, although Mechacon 
usually has them as panels, whereas 
Wizard World has a stage set up in the 
main convention area for people to watch 
as they peruse the different merchandise 
booths. Both conventions also offer 
on-site food; Wizard World has different 
food stalls, and Wizard World has the 
restaurants in the hotel that hosts it 
(Hyatt Regency in New Orleans.)

Despite those similarities, there are 
just too many differences for the two 
conventions to compare to each other.

Mechacon is much bigger. Wizard 
World offers many booths and tables for 
artists and other vendors to sell items, 
but Mechacon is known for having both 
an artists’ alley and a dealer’s room. Each 
room is approximately the size of the one 
Wizard World hall, so Mechacon offers 
more opportunities to get really unique 
merchandise. 

Mechacon is also hosted in a hotel, 
whereas Wizard World is hosted in a 
convention center. This makes it easier 
for con-goers who like to do intricate 
cosplays, because it allows them to have 
a place to quickly go to if they need to 
change or fix their outfit. Although there 
are hotels close to the convention center, 
it still requires walking across and down 
a busy New Orleans street, which is less 
than ideal. It also makes it feel safer, 
because it requires less walking through 
New Orleans, which still has a high crime 
rate.

And of course, you can’t have 
Mechacon without the added events. 
Every Friday night there is a ball 
held, where cosplayers can attend in 
formalwear and dance. Saturday nights 
host a rave, with everything you would 
expect from it. Loud remixed anime 
music, black lights and nerds who don’t 
really know how to dance.

Mechacon is a really unique 
convention, and unless Wizard World is 
planning on making some big changes, 
it seems unlikely that it will be able to 
replace Mechacon completely. Yet, it isn’t 

Mechacon’s uniqueness that’s keeping 
Wizard World from filling its place. 

The real problem is that these two 
conventions have already been coexisting 
for too long. Wizard World can’t replace 
Mechacon because they’re already their 
own established convention. It’s like 
having two cakes, and then having one 
taken from you. The remaining cake can’t 
replace the cake that was stolen, because 
you were used to having both cakes. 

All of that being said, I don’t actually 
think Wizard World needs to replace 
Mechacon.

Mechacon leaving is sad, and I’ll 
definitely miss it, as will many other 
people. But Wizard World is honestly a 
really good convention in its own right. It 
might not be as flashy as Mechacon, but 
the food is cheaper, the performances on 
the stage are always great, and although 
they have fewer vendors, the ones that 
they do have are usually top-notch. 

With Mechacon closing, you should 
definitely go to this one last showing of it. 
But be happy that Wizard World will still 
be here for us. 

Go to Wizard World, but not 
because you need something to replace 
Mechacon. Go because it’s a great 
convention. Even if your heart is heavy 
as you think about the impending doom 
of Mechacon, at least you can console 
yourself with some of the good nachos 
they sell right inside the convention.

Photo via WizardWorld.com
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Mechacon is irreplaceable, but Wizard 
World can fulfill Louisiana con-goers
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What is something you would like 
to improve on in the new decade?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Brian Tran.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Cheramie Wagoner
ORGANIZATIONAL COMMUNICATION  Senior

“I want to improve on 
focusing on things 
I enjoy and not just 
things that I have to do.”

John Dickson
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  Sophomore

“For the new decade, I 
would like to improve 
on being less stressed 
about schoolwork and 
to be able to maintain a 
4.0 GPA.”

J’nia Major
BIOLOGY PRE-MED  Sophomore

“I want to improve on 
enjoying myself more 
and stressing less.”

Patrick Carroll
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Sophomore

“Manage my time better 
and learn from my 
previous mistakes.”

Trenton Seets
POLITICAL SCIENCE PRE-LAW  Freshman

“I want to make 
more meaningful 
connections with 
students on campus.”

Xenia Williams
BIOLOGY   Freshman

“I want to improve 
on time and money 
management.”

Advertise with us
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thevermilion.com
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Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

After the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays finally cease and as regular 
school and work schedules fall back 
into place, it can seem as if the major 
“earth-shattering” political news that 
had taken a breather has come back to 
haunt us once more. And with its return, 
I, the less-bearded half of The Vermilion 
commentariat, do too, so as to add my 
thoughts of the news and events of the 
day. The topic that I would like to start 
the semester off with is one that I think 
everyone has at least given some thought 
to — that being the impeachment of 
President Trump.

On Dec. 18 of last year, the House 
of Representatives made history in 
their impeachment of Trump on two 
articles, making him the third president 
to be impeached. The two articles of 
impeachment that passed the House 
stated that Trump had “solicited the 
interference of a foreign government, 
Ukraine, in the 2020 United States 
Presidential election,” which included, 
among other things, him asking a foreign 
government to announce investigations 
of a political opponent that would 
help his re-election campaign. They 
also stated that Trump had “directed 
the unprecedented, categorical and 
indiscriminate defiance of subpoenas 
issued by the House of Representatives 
pursuant to its ‘sole Power of 
Impeachment.’ Trump has abused the 
powers of the Presidency in a manner 
offensive to, and subversive of, the 
Constitution.” This I believe to be true.

It is the second article of impeachment 
that I believe is the slightly more serious 
one since it involves a defiance and 
blasé attitude of the administration to 
congressional investigations and the 
impeachment inquiry. It is Congress who 
is directly elected by the people and is, 
therefore, the people’s most direct voice 
in their federal government. By refusing 
to allow witnesses to testify before 
Congress, the Trump administration 
categorically, purposefully and willfully 
rejects the Constitutional prerogatives 
that are congressional investigations. 
Mind you, these are witnesses that the 
administration says will exonerate and 
secure the innocence of the president, yet 
continue to bar them the ability to do so.

The main argument the administration 
gives for this behavior is that the 
Democrat-controlled House of 
Representatives would not be fair in 
their questioning and framing of the 
witness statements and that if it were 
up to Republicans, such bias would not 
occur. I find this particularly interesting 
because it is the Senate who tries all cases 
of impeachment, and that the current 
composition of the Senate is Republican-
controlled, yet the witnesses are still 
barred from giving testimony. The Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell stated 

that the Senate’s only role was to act as 
“judge and jury” to decide the question 
of impeachment, but impeachment trials 
have featured witnesses during the trial 
before. 

Mitch McConnell, and much of the 
Republican talking points for that matter, 
has seemed to argue that impeachment 
trials are both political and judicial 
processes, and by saying that they are 
able to argue for and against different 
levels of bias and adherence to judicial 
rules as they please. A case in point 
of this is that many Republicans call 
impeachment trials “political decisions,” 
thus admitting political bias will come 
into play, but also saying that the trial 
should be treated as a judicial one, thus 
saying that the trial should be fair and 
impartial. These principles obviously 
contradict one another.

It’s clear that impartiality is not 
something the Republican senators 
are striving for by any stretch of the 
imagination since McConnell has stated 
himself numerous times to reporters that 
he will not be an impartial juror, despite 
the fact that that is what his oath states 
he must be. It is also made clear by the 
fact that there exists a popular stance 
that somehow the Republican-led Senate 
would not be biased against a President 
of their own party, even though it has 
clearly been shown that they are willing 
to sacrifice a fair trial by refusing to call 
witnesses that would have pertinent and 
useful information as to the guilt of the 
president.

The actions made by the president and 
by members of the administration he 
surrounds himself with helped facilitate 
serious abuses of power and defiance of 
constitutional duty. Yet, the Republican 
Party in both the House and the Senate, 
blinded by their own partisan scheme 
to retain power in the Senate and 
White House, refuse to admit, and thus 
prosecute against, willful disregard of the 
Constitution — which, I should remind 
everyone, is the supreme law of the land, 
of which no other law, edict, creed, pact 
or treaty can overrule or subvert. For 
any person to rebuff the Constitution is 
disgraceful and un-American. To allow 
someone to dismiss the Constitution is 
equally disgraceful and un-American. 

The final act of this impeachment saga 
should include a trial with witnesses, 
equal debate time between the defense 
of the president and prosecution of him 
and finally a vote on whether or not to 
convict him. My position is obviously 
in favor of conviction and removal from 
office, but if the Republican majority in 
the Senate cannot see past temporary 
partisan gains to the long term benefits 
an acquittal would bring, then I do not 
believe a two-thirds majority necessary 
to remove the president could ever be 
secured.

Trump’s impeachment 
trial deserves witnesses, 
political objectivity


