
David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Police Department is putting its student 
police program back in full swing.

ULPD previously had a freeze on new 
student officer hires in place, but, after 
their last student officers graduated, the 
university decided it was time to start 
hiring student officers again, ULPD’s Sgt. 
Lance Frederick said. 

“The new chief that we have in place, 
he wants to bring it back, and so does Dr. 
Savoie and Vice President Cottonham 
they feel strongly about the program, so 
does SGA,” Frederick said.

According to Frederick, ULPD made 
some changes to the program. Previously, 
ULPD had 30 spaces for student officers, 
but they decided to cut back to 15 student 
officers in order to pay them more.

“You’re putting on a bulletproof vest 
and carrying a gun and a badge with 
responsibilities. We want to pay you more 
than the student worker that works at the 
front desk filing papers,” he said.

Officer Tre Milstead said he was happy 
to be a part of the program as it will give 
him a huge advantage in the job market 
after graduation.

“When I do graduate I already have 
some experience and I’m certified, so as 
soon as I go to an agency, I can just hit 
the road and get started,” Milstead said.

In addition, many criminal justice 
majors who graduate college before 

getting certified through UL Lafayette 
may have trouble finding a job after 
graduation according to Frederick.

“Whenever you get out you have a 
criminal justice degree, but there’s not 
too much you can do with it in law 
enforcement because you have to find an 
agency though senior to the Academy, 
which means paying for your fees, 
paying for your salary, ammo, weapons, 
uniforms, all that good stuff,” he said. 

On top of this, many criminal justice 
majors don’t have enough time or money 
to go to the academy to get certified. 

“You can’t do anything else for 12 
weeks because (the academy) is Monday 
to Friday 40 hours a week. It’s a full-time 
job just to go there, so if you try to go 
on your own it’s not plausible unless 
you have huge savings, and a lot of these 
kids have been spending all their money 
trying to go to school,” Frederick said. 
“So, whenever they graduate from us and 
from UL they have the bachelor’s degree 
and their post certified.”

According to Frederick, the student 
officers spend a lot of time mingling with 
other students, as they can do a better job 
relating to young people than the older 
officers.

“They speak the same language, 
they’re at the same maturity, that kind of 
things. A lot of times they have the same 
interests. Someone like me, at 31 years 
old, probably won’t have the same exact 
interests as an 18-year-old,” he said.

Officer Grant Creel said he enjoys this, 

as it’s a great opportunity to improve 
ULPD’s reputation with students.

“The best thing has just been being able 
to interact with people more and being 
able to create a better image of the police 
than that has been in the past,” Creel said.

He also said the program was an 
amazing opportunity, but wished the 
process of becoming a student officer was 
less tedious.

“The process is a little slow, but that’s 
not anybody’s fault here,” he said. “First 
you got to do the application, which is 
good, like, 10 pages probably. You got 
to do that. After you do the application, 
you got to do the interview. Once you 

get through the interview, you got to do 
a voice stress test which is basically a 
small lie detector test. After that, you got 
to do a drug test, then you got to do a 
psych test, then you gotta go through the 
academy.”

Milstead said he’s learned many 
valuable skills from the more experienced 
officers at ULPD.

“The best thing that’s happened so far 
is learning from the vets. All the guys 
that work here have like 20-plus years of 
experience, SWAT experience, any type 
of situation that you can possibly think of 
they have experience,” he said.

Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

The Edith Garland Dupré Library is 
a central hub for students on campus, 
providing both a study space and 
technology centers to the student body.

According to the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, many different 
varieties of tech are open to students, 
but the primary attraction is the library’s 
STEP Lab

The school’s website shares the STEP’s 
mission statement:

“The Office of STEP Support (OSS) 
strives to produce the most innovative 
and proficient ways of using technology 
to increase a student’s educational 
experience.”

However, this claim does not go 
without some objections.

One student shared his dissatisfaction 
with current technology levels available 
in the library.

“The tech needs to be updated,” said 
Alex Adams, a fifth-year senior in the 
computer science program.

Adams said his biggest issue was the 
“20-minute wait times” when it comes 
to actually logging into the university 
computers.

This problematic aspect has led Adams 
to sparsely use the STEP Lab’s facilities.

“Real talk: like twice a year,” he said.
Adams also shared that his academic 

career had not suffered due to a certain 
luxury.

“I have free printing in the Honors 
Program,” he said.

Adams urged the university to attend 
to problems with available technology.

“Fix the login issue,” he said. “That’s 
pretty much it, other than like cell service 
in certain areas in here is doodoo, but 
that’s not really on the university.”

Another student also shared her 
disappointment with the current status of 
the library’s technology.

Elise Baldwin, a nursing major, said, 

“I mean, look at the computer systems. 
Most of them don’t work anyway. And of 
those, three quarters of them don’t print.”

Unfortunately, Baldwin is not as lucky 
as Adams, and comes to the library more 
often.

“I come here more for the computer 
and printing services,” Baldwin said.

According to a statement from 
a university employee, issues with 
technology could be a matter of funding.

Ian Richardson, the head of Distance 
Learning Services, provides library 
funding figures from the past five years.

Of this data, there are some very 
notable aspects.

In 2015, the maximum funds allotted 
to the library were a generous $90,174.70. 
This figure stands in stark contrast with a 
mere $3,801.44 in 2018.

However, funds greatly increased in 
2019, numbering $33,216.33. 

With apparent large increases in 
funding for the library, students hope that 
this money is put towards improvement 
of the technology available.

Baldwin, when asked if she would 
prefer library funding be directed to 
technology over books, said, “Yes, 
absolutely… You don’t really see a lot of 
people checking out books here.”

Baldwin also shared frustration with 
how the university chooses to spend their 
money.

“But think about it: UL can build a 
new ramp overlooking the swamp, but 
they can’t appropriate it to the things 
we actually need like falling ceilings in a 
building or a library being updated,” she 
said.
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UL administrators discuss outdated 
library books, online solutions
Amelia Jennings
NEWS WRITER

The Edith Garland Dupré Library at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette is 
often used by both students and faculty 
alike for the books, for the computers, 
and, for some tired students, to sleep.

However, the library, in some ways, is 
outdated. 

“The library’s aesthetics should be 
updated since it has been 20 years since 
carpeting and furniture were installed,” 
Susan Richard, the interim dean of 
university libraries and professor of 
library sciences said. “This is a well-
used building, and the condition of the 
furnishings and interior reflects that use. 
An update in design and furnishings will 
lead to a better user experience.”

The library also needs to be updated in 
terms of the books they offer; however, 
this is not as important to a lot of people 
because of computers.

“I think some of the books are 
outdated and need updating, but the 
majority of students, whether they are 
on campus or distance learning students 
are using electronic resources because 
they have access from anywhere. Plus 
more students have grown up researching 
on the computer instead of books,” 
Valerie Jumonville from Fiscal Services 
in the Library said in a statement to The 
Vermilion.

Richard also added later that online 
resources are more convenient.

“Many academic departments select 
and/or request their materials to be 
purchased in electronic format. These 
resources are convenient, easy to use, and 
available 24/7,” she said. 

Although the resources are more 
focused on electronics now, that has not 
stopped the university from providing 
funding for library books. 

According to the University Finance 
Records, which are available at the 
library, around $26,000 was spent on 
supplies in total in the 2018-2019 year 
with the budget for supplies for this 
upcoming year to be about the same; 
however, there is no specific account 
of the amount spent on books in that 
physical record.

The record for the specific amount 
spent on books is located in the 
collection department, and, according 
to Ian Richardson, head of Distance 
Learning Services, the amount spent on 
books in the last five years is as follows: 
2015, $90,174.70; 2016, $67,105.99; 
2017, $5,433.99; 2018, $3,801.44; 2019, 
$33,216.33. This implies that more regard 
for the books was added in the last year.

When asked why the amounts varied 
so drastically, he responded that it is 
because of the overall budget and because 
of electronics.

“When the state of Louisiana, and/
or UL begin to struggle financially the 
overall budget suffers and everything 
monetarily downstream slowly dries 
up. This factor, coupled with a general 
transition to acquiring more electronic 
resources, is the reason it varies so much,” 
Richardson said

Students, while not knowing 
everything about the budget, believe that 
the books need to be updated and are out 
of date.

“The books need to be updated. I’ve 
seen a lot of resources that are from like 
the 1940s and the 1950s,” Talitha Pickey, a 
Biology major at UL Lafayette said.
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Some students say many books in the Edith Garland Dupré Library are out of date.

EVENT PREVIEW

Local Asian Chamber of Commerce 
to host 3rd Lunar New Year festival
John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

Non-profit Asian Chamber of 
Commerce of Acadiana (ACCA) will 
hold the Asian Festival of Acadiana 
this Saturday, Jan. 25, at Parc 
International to celebrate the Lunar 
New Year.

The event will feature a martial arts 
showcase, cuisine, performances and 
activities on top of other traditional 
Chinese festivities, according to the 
event’s poster, and it is scheduled to 
run from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The ACCA isn’t doing it alone, 
however, as they will be working 
with the Lafayette Chinese American 
Association and the Mandarin 
Immersion Ambassadors of 
Acadiana.

This will be the third festival the 
ACCA puts on. Although the festival 
began as a private ticket event, 
according to a story the Advocate put 
out with last year’s festival, the ACCA 
decided to open it to the public. 

Five members founded the 
ACCA in 2017, and, according to its 
website, the mission of the ACCA 
is to “provide business, social, and 
professional members of ACCA 
a voice in the community while 
maximizing business opportunities, 
professional services, and business 
development within the nine parishes 
of Acadiana.”

The Saturday of the festival will 
mark the beginning of the transition 
out of the Year of the Pig and into the 
Year of the Rat, which will also be the 
start of a new cycle in the Chinese 
Zodiac.
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Bookshelves at the Edith Garland Dupré Library.

Graphic by Ashley Marshall



THE VERMILION   |   JANUARY 22, 2020   3

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

Two seasons after winning the Sun Belt 
Conference title for the Ragin’ Cajuns 
men’s basketball team, current head 
coach, Bob Marlin, is not shy of coaching.

Marlin started off early. He went to 
school to study physical education and 
health and got his start as a graduate 
assistant coach for ULM. 

Since then, he has only been moving up 
and currently has had a career coaching 
for over 20 years. 

His first head coaching job was with 
Pensacola Junior College (PJC) in 1990. 
He stayed at PJC for five years and 
received many accolades while coaching 
there. 

Coach Marlin won the NJCAA 
National Championship and NJCAA 
National Coach of the Year in the same 
year. Over his 5 years coaching at PJC, he 
finished with a record of 123-35.

 He also won 88% of home games and 
his team ranked in the top-20 junior 
colleges each season. 

Moving on from PJC, Marlin moved 
to be head coach at Sam Houston State. 
He coached for 12 seasons, winning 225 
games and losing 131. 

While coaching for Sam Houston 
State, Marlin won coach of the year in 
2000, 2003 and 2010. He even won the 
Southland Conference Coach of the 
Decade award. 

His team made the Southland 
Conference Championships three years 
during his tenure. This made him the 
most successful coach in Sam Houston 
State history at the time. 

Today Marlin is in his 10th season as 
Louisiana’s head coach. He is the 13th 
coach for the program. 

In seven years, he has led the Ragin’ 
Cajuns to five postseason games. 

The 2017-2018 season, in particular, 
was extraordinary. Louisiana won 27 
games, a school record, alongside earning 
their first Sun Belt Conference title 
since 2000. He also won the 2018 Sun 
Belt Conference Coach of the Year to go 
hand-in-hand with the championship. 

Aside from this monumental season, 
Marlin has accomplished other great 
feats for the program. In 2014 the 
Ragin’ Cajuns made it to the NCAA 
Tournament and became Sun Belt 
Conference Tournament Champions. 
His team also led the SBC in scoring 
for six continuous seasons. During the 
2014-2015 season, he even served as the 

president for the Louisiana Association of 
Basketball Coaches. 

At the beginning of this season, Marlin 
said he believed the team had to improve 
on their defense compared to last season. 

“We’re off to a great start after two 
practices,” Marlin said. 

He said also believed his players need 
to stay healthy, after injuries plagued the 
team in prior seasons. 

“Unfortunately we had some injuries at 
the end of the season two years ago, and, 
last year, losing Malik cost us a chance 
for a second conference championship,” 
Marlin said. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns are currently on a 

four-game losing streak after losses to 
Georgia State, Georgia Southern, UT 
Arlington and Texas State. The team 
currently has an overall record of 7-13 
and a Sun Belt Conference record of 2-7. 

Coach Marlin is still trying to do his 
best for his team, despite the current 
injuries. 

“Each time we’ve had great plans for 
the guys, we told them to stick together, 
there’s nothing you can do. I mean you’re 
going to a fight and you don’t have half 
your ammunition, it’s gonna be difficult,” 
Marlin said. He said he’s hoping for the 
best and for things to get better and not 
worse referring to player injuries. 

After 10 seasons, Bob Marlin has 
transformed Ragin’ Cajun basketball

Sports

Upcoming Basketball Games
WOMEN’S MEN’S
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Head Coach Bob Marlin receiving his 400th win recognition before the game against the McNeese Cowboys on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2019.
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Madelyn Myer
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The Ragin’ Cajuns women’s basketball 
team split a recent pair of away games. 
On Thursday, Jan. 16, Louisiana played 
UTA, followed by a game against Texas 
State on Saturday, Jan. 18. 

Thursday’s game started off early at 
11:30 in the morning and ended with a 
52-79 Louisiana loss. From the get-go, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns failed to gain offensive 
momentum to keep up with UTA. At the 
end of the first quarter, Louisiana was 
down 8-15. The following three quarters 
all saw a scoring of 16 points and below 
for Louisiana, while UTA scored over 20 
points in two out of three of the quarters. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns shot a low 30% 
compared to UTA’s above 50%. This 
was one of Louisiana’s lowest offensive 
percentages of the season. 

Louisiana was trailing UTA the entire 

game. Another reason for the loss was the 
lack of rebounding. UTA outrebounded 
the Ragin’ Cajuns 42-28. 

Two key players trying to spark the 
offense were Jomyra Mathis and Brandi 
Williams. Mathis is a junior guard 
and forward who had 13 points while 
Williams, who also had 13 points, is a 
sophomore guard. But their points alone 
were not enough to match UTA, who had 
a single-player score 30 points. 

Historically, the Ragin’ Cajuns have lost 
nine out of 14 games played against UTA. 
Over the course of those 14 games, the 
scoring average for Louisiana has been 57 
points. Their last win was in 2018, with a 
score of 54-48.

After the loss on the 16, Louisiana 
fought extra hard to come home with one 
win against a Texas Team. They fought to 
the very end to win 73-67 against Texas 
State. 

Again, Louisiana’s offensive started 

off slow. By halftime, they only scored 
21 points in comparison to Texas State’s 
36. However, after halftime, new energy 
ignited in Louisiana, and they turned the 
game around. 

The second half saw Louisiana reach a 
season-high point average with 52 points. 
In the start of the third quarter, with 
over 9 minutes left to play, Louisiana was 
still down 18 points, but it was their free 
throws that kept them in the game. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns went 23 for 23 at the 
line in the last 20 minutes of the contest. 
This was one of their most impressive 
comeback wins and the team’s largest 
come-from-behind victory since 2017. 

Junior forward Ty’Reona Doucet 
and junior forward and guard Skyler 
Goodwin spearheaded the win. They 
combined for 13 rebounds and 42 points. 

Louisiana’s offense wasn’t the only 
impressive part of the Texas State game. 
Their defense forced 11 steals and 19 

turnovers. 
The history between Texas State and 

the Ragin’ Cajuns is a little more positive. 
Louisiana has 8 wins against them out 
of 15 games. Before the win this year, 
the last win was in 2018, with a score of 
65-58. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns now have an 11-6 
overall record and a split Sun Belt 
Conference record at 4-2. 

Up next, Louisiana will return home 
for the last two games of January. On 
Thursday, Jan. 23, the Ragin’ Cajuns will 
compete against Arkansas State. 

Then, on Saturday, Jan. 25, they will 
face ULM. The ULM game will be 
broadcasted on ESPN Plus.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Ragin’ Cajuns split 2 Texas games
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Freshman Alexandria Goodly (0) takes the ball to the basket as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese Cowgirls on Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019.
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Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

Coming off the heels of a great year 
for music in 2019, I thought it would 
be fitting to look forward to 2020, 
showcasing the artists that have me 
anticipating their work. 

The first three weeks of January have 
already been full of surprises. Between 
Mac Miller’s touching posthumous album 
“Circles” and Eminem’s sudden release 
“Music to Be Murdered By,” spontaneous 
releases have made their mark at the start 
of this new year. 

Released among those two albums 
on the same weekend was the brazenly 
made debut album “Modus Vivendi” 
from 070 Shake, a proclaimed Kanye 
West “protege.” She separates herself from 
that label through a seamless blend of 
future pop and R&B, with vocals akin 
to Ty Dolla $ign as much as Lorde. She’s 
a distinct voice among young up-and-
coming artists.

In the immediate future, there’s 
promising music with confirmed release 
dates. Tame Impala’s “The Slow Rush,” 
coming out Feb. 14, is their first album 
in almost five years since “Currents.” 
The singles released in anticipation of 
the album have been sentimental and 
focused psych-rock tunes, all grabbing 
my attention towards this album’s release.

A newer voice in the fringes of 
mainstream is Moses Sumney, whose 
upcoming two-part album “græ” will 
have dual release dates: an unconfirmed 
date in February and May 15. Sumney’s 
music is a gripping fusion of chamber 
pop and soul music backed by incredibly 
capable vocals.

There are a couple of hip-hop artists 
with hinted and semi-confirmed albums 
that are expected to come out in 2020. 
Lil Uzi Vert’s “Eternal Atake” has been 
in the works since mid-2018. The viral 
dance single “Futsal Shuffle 2020” is 
an intriguing tease towards his album’s 
inevitable release.

The album I’m most excited for is 
Frank Ocean’s follow-up to his 2016 
album “Blonde.” He said his upcoming 
release is inspired by the music of 
“Detroit, Chicago, techno, house, French 
electronic … “ which is vaguely reflected 
through the two singles he’s released thus 
far, “DHL” and “In My Room.” Other 
songs have been teased, including a 
Justice collaboration, so if these sounds 
come to fruition it could be a definite 
2020 highlight.

I have a hunch Kendrick Lamar may 

release music in 2020, as it’s been almost 
three years since “Damn.” I’m also hoping 
internet icon and indie-pop darling Joji 
comes out with music showcasing growth 
from his last album, “Ballads 1.”

Two slightly more obscure artists 
that may be due for new music in 2020 
are NYC-based Jon Bap and Steve Lacy 
collaborator Ravyn Lenae. Bap, partner 
of singer Anna Wise, is a genre-fluid 
artist that might be most aptly described 
as neo-funk. After two stellar singles, 
“Stevie” and “Up” in 2018, Bap has yet 
to release anything else. In the same 
vein, Lenae, who stylistically and vocally 
resembles Erykah Badu, released a five-
song EP in February 2018, so I would not 
be surprised if new music was around the 
corner.

Turning to Louisiana, I’ll be eagerly 
keeping my eye on some local artists (way 
more than I can mention in this article). 
The Lafayette indie-rock band Speechfuzz 
carries a charming brand of spunk in 
their live shows, and I’m curious to see 
how that translates into their upcoming 
debut album “Midnight,” releasing on 
Feb. 14.

The Fizgigs, composed mostly of local 
highschoolers, is an eight-piece Lafayette 
band touching into folk-rock and 
grassroots sensibilities with a youthful 
flair. They’ve performed at Wurst 
Biergarten and Parc International in the 
tail-end of 2019, so expect more shows to 
come in 2020.

The New Orleans-based group Berlin 
Taxi is a band I like to describe as a 
quartet of synth-pop wizards, with 
heavy John Maus influences. They come 
through Lafayette every now and then, 
so keep your calendars open for them in 
2020.

There’s so much I didn’t get to cover 
in this article, but it goes to show how 
fruitful 2020 could be with good music. 
I’m thankful I’ll be able to write more 
about these artists in the future. Until 
then, I hope these highlights of what I’m 
anticipating helps people find something 
they like.

2020 is shaping up to be a great year 
for music locally and elsewhere

Allons

Graphic by Ashley Marshall
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

One of my favorite comedians 
is John Mulaney, and he has an 
iconic line in one of his acts: “When 
comparing the badness of two 
words, and you can’t say one of the 
words, that’s the worst one.” I think 
about this every time someone tries 
telling me that the word “queer” 
is just as bad, or worse, than “the 
n-word.” 

Because, obviously, no … it’s not. 
But why do some people hate the 

word so much? And why do others 
defend it so passionately? 

The word “queer” has a long 
history. 

According to the Columbia 
Journalism Review writer Merrill 
Perlman, the word “Queer” 
originated in 1513 and meant 
“strange.” Since then, it’s had a bit of 
a journey:

“The Concise New Partridge 
Dictionary of Slang says the 
adjective queer began to mean 
‘homosexual’ about 1914, mostly in 
the United States, and notes it was 
‘derogatory from the outside, not 
from within,’ a hint that it was being 

embraced as a self-description even 
then,” said Perlman. 

Now many LGBT people have 
“reclaimed” the word and embrace 
it. They proudly refer to themselves 
as such. They wear it like a badge 
and see it as a way of taking away 
ammunition from homophobic 
people. If LGBT people are proud to 
be called queer, then homophobic 
people can’t insult them with it. I feel 
like it’s worth mentioning that this 
all began happening in the midst of 
the AIDS crisis, which gave it a more 
powerful meaning as well.

This is all great and good, yet 
some LGBT people don’t think so. 
There are many LGBT people who 
feel like it’s still an offensive word, 
and even go as far as to call it the 
“Q-Slur.” There have been many 
arguments. LGBT people are arguing 
with each other, probably as you 
read this sentence, about whether 
or not they’re oppressing each other 
with this word.

Really, it’s just yet another way of 
the LGBT community tearing itself 
apart from the inside, similarly to the 
many “gatekeeping” arguments. 

I believe that the word “queer” is 
a good way of empowering yourself. 

Assuming you’re LGBT, obviously. 
And if you don’t like it, if it makes 
you uncomfortable, then don’t use it, 
and simply ask others to not refer to 
you by it. But you can’t get mad over 
them referring to themselves by it.

What we should not do is compare 
it to “the n-word.” I cannot stress 
how much we should not do that. 
Why would anyone do that? It 
completely baffles me. It isn’t on 
the same level at all. People have 
used “the n-word” argument as 
being both for and against saying 

“queer.” the people who are for it say 
that if African-American people can 
take back “the n-word,” then LGBT 
people should be able to take back 
the word “queer.” On the other side 
of the same, dull coin, people who 
are against it say that if “the n-word” 
is so bad, then saying “queer” is 

equally bad. The issue here is, if 
you aren’t African-American, you 
don’t get to judge the goodness or 
badness of a word specifically for 
them and their community.

Things like this, people’s suffering, 
is not a competition. There are 
no levels. There shouldn’t be any 
comparing of suffering. Just because 
one group was oppressed doesn’t 
mean you get to use them and 
their suffering as a way to get what 
you want. That’s unfair and really 
undermines the struggles they went 
through.

So if you want to use the word 
“queer,” go for it. If you don’t want 
to, you don’t have to. But don’t say 
that you should be allowed to or not 
be allowed to because it either is 
or isn’t “on the same level” as the 
“n-word.” Why would you stoop so 
low?
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The LGBT community is split over the 
word “queer” and compare it unjustly

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

 Now many LGBT people have 
“reclaimed” the word and 
embrace it. They proudly refer to 
themselves as such. They wear it 
like a badge, and see it as a way 
of taking away ammunition from 
homophobic people.

Listen In.

www.thevermilion.com/opinion/ragin-beat
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Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

For many people, myself included, 
there is an inherent desire within to 
“check up on” the government that reigns 
over us. Whether it be watching cable 
news, listening to the radio, browsing 
twitter, eavesdropping on others in a 
restaurant, talking with friends or some 
unholy combination thereof, we all get 
political information from somewhere, 
and these sources all have different levels 
of validity and objectivity. Personally, 
I prefer to read my news rather than 
have some talking heads yelling at me 
about what is good or bad or sad. My 
favorite news mediums are the papers 
The Christian Science Monitor, the 
Washington Post and The New York 
Times, and I typically read them for 
about two hours a day, split between 
morning and evening.

But I have to confess that I am not 
a paper purist and do in fact watch 
videos to get information. I do not 
watch cable news like Fox or CNN, 
nor do I watch online channels that are 
essentially opinion pieces like PragerU. 
Instead, I prefer to watch videos that 
give context to what I read and do so in 
an objective way. The best network to 
get that type of coverage is the unedited 
footage that comes from C-SPAN. For 
those unfamiliar, C-SPAN is a network 
that provides a live feed of the goings 
on in Washington. They do some short 
commentary when there is not much 
happening during a legislative session, 
but otherwise their footage is of the 
politicians as it happens in its unedited 
glory.

C-SPAN has been providing coverage 
of Congress, the White House and the 

Supreme Court since 1979, and so has 
a wealth of stored sessions, events and 
cases that can be accessed for free. I 
really love it as a supplement to my 
reading as I get to see exactly what 
was said, who said it, how they said it 
and to whom they said it to. Historical 
proceedings, like the passage of certain 
bills or decisions of certain cases, are 
especially interesting to watch, because 
you get to see history unfold before you.

You can probably guess from my 
tone that I like the work C-SPAN does 
and that the absence of it during a 
particularly affecting political event 
would make me extremely suspicious. As 
it turns out, my suspicions are warranted 
as that is exactly what is happening on 
Jan. 21 when the impeachment trial 
against President Trump begins. On 
that Tuesday, a historic event the likes of 
which has only ever been seen two other 
times will unfold, and might end up 
actually being unseen. 

Although C-SPAN provides an 
amazing — and sadly underutilized 
— service to the public, it is a private 
company and not owned by the 
government, thus allowing congress to 
turn the cameras off at any time they 
want. Usually congress “goes dark” only 
when they are dealing with classified 
and national security information, but 
this case is different. As The New York 
Times pointed out, the senators “argue 
that closed-session deliberations are the 
only opportunity senators have during 
an impeachment trial, when the Senate’s 
rules compel them to stay silent, to 
actually discuss a dispute or argue an 
issue.” So cutting off the public from the 
proceedings is not due to concerns over 
containing classified information, but to 
deliberate on impeachment without the 

public’s knowledge as to what is being 
said.

I absolutely disagree with this line of 
thinking. Closed sessions would only 
lend credence to conspirators, skeptics 
and connivers. The New York Times 
mentions this as well, “lawmakers said 
any move to limit the public’s ability to 
follow the course of events is likely to 
fuel skepticism about what the Senate 
is up to and whether the Republican 
majority is trying to protect Mr. Trump 
from embarrassing disclosures.” Even the 
president wants an open trial, though 
his reasoning being that he would like 

broadcasted in every home in America an 
acquittal by the Republican majority.

An open trial is the most direct and 
accountable option. It affords the people 
at home to see their elected officials doing 
their jobs as they are supposed to, or not. 
In a time as delicate as this when senators 
like Mitch McConnell openly admit 
to defying their oath to be impartial 
jurors, documenting the betrayal is a 
must. Dramatic and Constitution-testing 
processes like this impeachment need to 
be documented in their entirety.
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A broadcasted impeachment trial will 
make for a fair and accountable process

Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

As I’m sure you’ve heard, our current 
president has been impeached. Though 
I see everything from outrage to rejoice 
on every form of social media, I’ve come 
to understand that not many people 
understand what impeachment means. In 
an attempt to get everyone educated, I’ve 
taken the noble duty of explaining it. 

Impeachment is a response to a 
president doing something that is not 
necessarily criminal, but unbecoming of 
a president. In former President Clinton’s 
case, it came down to an extramarital 
affair. If a president acts out of line with 
his duties or utilizes his position as 
president in a way that seems like abuse, 
articles of impeachment get put into 
motion. 

What does impeachment actually do, 
though? Impeachment is designed to 

take a president out of office, but as with 
everything in the American government, 
there are checks and balances in play. 
These are to ensure that an angry mob 
can’t unseat a president and that it has 
to go through the proper channels. 
These proper channels are the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, both of 
which have to agree to unseat a president. 

Enough about the nitty-gritty details, 
what you want to know is about this 
president’s impeachment. President 
Trump is currently impeached for two 
things: an abuse of power and interfering 
with an election. Both of these are 
grounds for impeachment, but I have a 
feeling the democrats wanted to cover 
their bases. 

The abuse of power claim revolved 
heavily around the Ukraine scandal, 
wherein Trump … coerced the Ukrainian 
president to investigate one of his 
political rivals, Joe Biden. If he weren’t to 
do that, then military aid and a trip to the 

white house would be withheld. Given 
that Senator Biden is not just a political 
rival, but a presidential candidate, that’s 
where the election interference comes in. 

Where do I stand on it? One, and not 
the other. I think taking advantage of 
something you can only do as president 
constitutes an abuse of power of some 
kind. If a current president were to attack 
someone knowing if they fought back 
then the secret service would kill them, 
yes that’s an abuse of power. 

The second piece I disagree with. I 
think the public should be as educated 
as possible when making election 
decisions, and a formal investigation into 
something is not damning; it’s just an 
investigation. If every investigation was 
a political interference then we would 
actually have to trust what politicians say 
… imagine that. 

The question now is whether this abuse 
of power constitutes an impeachment. 
I think there’s no good way to spin that 

conversation, but at the same time, I feel 
like the impeachment is driven by party 
lines more than it is by actual disgust 
with his actions. Anything done by party 
lines is cause for concern to me, and it 
should be to you as well. A party is an 
ideology, a way of thinking about things. 
It should be two separate cars, not a train 
track. Democrats are not bad, and neither 
are Republicans. They just have a certain 
way of thinking and I think both of those 
should be respected, especially in today’s 
constantly changing world. 

So before you make a huge post on 
Facebook about the impeachment, read 
this once over. Think about why you want 
him impeached, and if you come to the 
same conclusion then, by all means, make 
the post. All I’m asking is that you stop, 
and just give it a little more thought. 
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What does impeachment mean for us?
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What is one thing the university 
could improve on?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
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Ben Massey
PUBLIC RELATIONS Sophomore

“Parking needs to be 
improved. There is no 
campus parking for 
those who stay late 
at night doing school 
work.”

Ashton Roy
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  Senior

“One thing the school 
could improve on is the 
student-sport culture. 
I would like to see 
more students attend 
sporting events.”

Sean Juneau
BUSINESS & MARKETING  Senior

“The computers in the 
library take too long to 
work. That is an issue 
that needs to be fixed.”

Sage Aucoin
PUBLIC RELATIONS Junior

“The computers in the 
library are constantly 
slow when opening. 
Sometimes a lot of them 
are out of commission.”

Ani Begnaud
NURSING  Freshman

“The sidewalks are 
an issue. It’s not safe 
for those who are 
disabled.”

Sarah Young
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING   Sophomore

“Unnecessary fees and 
parking are an issue to 
me. The university fees 
are rising and parking is 
a hassle.”
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