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According to the University of 
Massachusetts, college students in 
the United States produce about 200 
million tons of waste in a single year, 
and an average student will produce 640 
pounds of waste per year on their own.

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette is no exception to this, but the 
Office of Sustainability is taking steps to 
change that.

The office put a plan in place to make 
UL Lafayette a “zero-waste” school. This 
would mean UL Lafayette would only 
send a maximum of 10% of its waste to 
landfills. 

“(UL Lafayette is) managing the 
materials that we are purchasing,” 
Sustainability Coordinator Monica 
Rowand said. “One, so that it reduces 
the environmental impacts, and social 
and economic impacts of all materials 
purchased, including what happens to 
them at their end of life.” 

The office has been responsible 
for adding more recycling bins to 
campus, creating a composting facility, 
installing water bottle filling stations 
around campus with the help of 
Facilities Management and partnering 
with Second Harvest Food Bank to 
redistribute food that’s been prepared 
but not eaten. Right now, their primary 
focus is making Cajun Field zero-waste.

Cajun Field has been a major focus 
for the zero-waste initiative due to the 
massive amounts of trash produced at a 
single football game.

“(There are) multiple tons of waste 
per game,” Rowand said.

According to Director of the Office of 
Sustainability Gretchen Vanicor, a big 
issue with making Cajun Field zero-
waste is communicating what can be 
recycled or composted and what needs 
to go to a landfill. Many fans are not 
aware that materials with any sort of 
food on them cannot be recycled.

“I’ve seen bags of recycling with food 
waste, contaminate the whole bag,” she 
said. 

Lauren Prudhomme, a sustainability 
student aide, has personally been 
involved with sorting waste at Cajun 
Field.

“It was kind of gross, but it was fine,” 
Prudhomme said.

Sodexo, the company that provides 
food to the university, had to make 
major changes to accommodate the new 
plan.

“Quite literally every single single-
use disposable item that Sodexo was 
utilizing to serve food and they have 
to change in about a six week period,” 
Vanicor said. “But they got on board 
and they really got behind it.”

Rowand said the office is seeing what 
works and what doesn’t on Cajun Field 
to determine how they’ll tackle waste 
problems for the rest of UL Lafayette. 

As of right now, there are some items 
that Sodexo still uses that are not in line 
with the Sustainability Strategic Plan, 
but Vanicor claims they will not be 
purchasing more of these items when 
they run out of their current supply.

“Some of these purchases are made 
with the very long-term view, so they’re 
getting rid of some stock,” Vanicor said. 
“As soon as Sodexo is finished with the 
plastic bags that they have on campus 
and the straws that they have already 
ordered, they will not be ordering 
more.”

In 2015, UL Lafayette created the 
Office of Sustainability to combat the 
campus’ problem with waste. According 
to Vanicor, UL Lafayette was sending 
almost all of our trash straight to 
landfills. 

“Whenever I first started here, we 
were diverting less than 3% of our 
materials away from the landfill,” she 
said. “Prior to the Student Union 
opening, there was no access to 
recycling on campus for students at all.”

While the Office of Sustainability has 
made major strides towards becoming 
a zero-waste university, UL Lafayette 
still has a long way to go. According to 
Rowand, there are many colleges in the 
country ahead of UL Lafayette in terms 
of waste reduction. 

She said many schools on the west 
coast and in the northeast have made 
large strides towards becoming zero-
waste.

“There are some universities in the 
northeast who have already reached 
those goals, they divert over 90% of 
their waste annually already,” she said.

UL working on campus 
waste solutions
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Student organizations striving for on-campus 
sustainability, larger presence than recent years
Amelia Jennings
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There are two organizations and one 
engineering program on campus that 
actively work to help the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette achieve 
sustainability: The Biology Society, 
Student’s Against the Violation of 
the Environment (SAVE), and Cajun 
Advanced Picosatellite Experiment 
(CAPE).

The Biology Society works to help 
students learn more about biology and 
help the environment as well. 

“In the Biology Society, we’re super 
proactive on trying to maintain 
sustainability, not just in the club itself, 
but we also try and spread that message 
onto our members as well to get them 
to be just as proactive outside of the 
organization as well,” Vanessa Le, the 
Public Relations Officer for the Biology 
Society, said. 

“Specifically within the organization 
we do a lot of things throughout the 
semester,” Le continued. “This semester, 
our major project is going to be Festival 
Acadien’s and our recycling efforts. We’re 
also going to be doing some service with 
cleaning up the bayou.”

SAVE is another campus organization, 
but this organization is new this year and 
more specific to UL Lafayette’s campus 
than the Biology Society.

“We really wanted to stabilize an 
environmentally friendly community 
on campus in which we could pass ideas 
around and actually start getting involved 
in the community.” Lucas Coleman, the 
co-President of SAVE, said.

Coleman mentioned some campus-
specific issues that SAVE would like to 
see solved.

“I think the biggest environmental 
issue is housing and that students 
often leave the lights on and they leave 
windows open; all the cool air is going to 
be released,” Coleman said. “That’s one 
major problem right now.” 

“Also, the cafeteria, where — just the 
amount of food that is being wasted 
everyday. You know, you might just 

throw away a couple of pieces today, 
a half a slice of pizza, but hundreds of 
people eat there a day and people are 
doing that everyday, and so that’s going to 
add up very, very fast.” 

Coleman continued, “We’re working 
really closely with the Office of 
Sustainability department. One, because 
they have the resources that, kind of, we 
don’t have, and two, by working with 
them we’d have a larger voice in our 
community.”

Unlike the Biology Society and SAVE, 
CAPE is a program that is engineering-
specific, but still helps the sustainability 
effort in a different way.

“The CAPE Program is currently 
working on a Weather Balloon Project 
through a grant with the Louisiana Space 
Grant Consortium (LaSpace) to develop 
a Weather Balloon Payload Project that 
collects data about pollutants in the 
upper atmosphere from the surface to 
roughly 100,000 feet in the sky,” Rizwan 
Merchant, the Program Manager for 
CAPE said. 

“The program brings together 
electrical engineers, computer scientists, 
mechanical engineers and many 
other disciplines to build and launch 
picosatellites into space,” Merchant 
added, “Our program is primarily 
student-run and is responsible for the 
research, design, development and 
maintain low earth orbiting satellites.”  

However, despite the presence of these 
organizations, some students are still 
unaware of their existence.

“Well I can’t think of any organizations, 
I know we have the classes though,” said 
senior Sierra Logan, a Biology major.

Courtney Burque, a student employee 
at the information desk in the Student 
Union, said, “I cannot think of any. I 
haven’t really given much thought to that 
at all.”

Kaylie Cory, the other co-president 
of SAVE, explained why she thought 
that students might not know about 
environmental organizations on campus. 

“We haven’t really had one before, or 
for a while I should say because there was 
one before,” Cory said. “I think it was 

called Reach, and when the advisor died, 
they kind of didn’t do anything. 

“We have the Office of Sustainability, 
but that’s not a student organization 

so there hasn’t really been a chance for 
students to organize themselves, and 
some people really don’t feel motivated to 
start it themselves.”

John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

The Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Lafayette put on a rally 
as part of the global climate strike on 
Friday, Sept. 20 in Downtown Lafayette.

Lafayette citizens of all ages gathered 
in Putnam Parc with signs and 
speeches, beginning at 6 p.m. local 
time, decisively later than the other 
strikes happening around the globe.

“I did not schedule it during the heat 
of the day because global warming has 
made it too hot to do that, hence why 
we started at 6,” President of the UU 
Fellowship Lafayette Jackie Phelps said.

“I wanted Lafayette to participate 
in this global climate action, there are 
over 600 actions taking place or that 
took place today all over the world, and 
I know not everybody can get to Baton 
Rouge or New Orleans where there 
were two actions … and I just wanted 
to make it available to people because 
I know there’s an interest,” Phelps 
continued.

Phelps added she was happy with 
the turnout of the rally, saying she has 
been in activism for a few years and 
that seeing new faces “tells (her) that 
the progressive movement in Lafayette’s 
growing, and that’s definitely a good 
thing.”

At one point during the rally, 
students in attendance got the 
opportunity to go up to the 
microphone and speak, and two 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
students accepted.

Laura McDonald, a senior 
biology major, and Teri Lewis, an 
environmental science major, are co-
presidents of UL Lafayette’s biology 
society and spoke on why and how the 
biology society educates individuals on 
climate change.

“The main point of our club is to get 
students engaged in nature and to get 
them involved because a lot of us are 
being very passive citizens and people 
and community members,” McDonald 
said to the crowd.

After the rally, McDonald and 
Lewis said they were grateful for the 
opportunity to go and be involved. 

They added that they felt there was 
still room for improvement in terms 
of advertising and turnout, but they 
thought it was good that so many 
people from different age groups were 
present.

UL Lafayette wasn’t the only school 
represented; a group of five students 
from Louisiana Tech University made 
the three-hour drive to the closest 
climate strike they could find.

Simon Boycott is one of the LA 
Tech students who drove out. Being 
an international student himself, he 
said they wanted to get a better idea 
as to what’s specifically happening 
in Louisiana as far as environmental 
activism goes, and take what they 
learned back to LA Tech and spread 
awareness.

Raised in the Kingdom of Eswatini 
in southern Africa, Boycott came to LA 
Tech to pursue his two-year master’s 
degree in environmental biology. He 
described how Louisiana could still do 
more to spread awareness of climate 
change:

“At least when I look at my part 
of the world and I look at things 
here, things could definitely still be 
better in America as far as putting 
climate change- making it more of an 
awareness thing … but at the end of the 
day, you guys are still, in some ways, 
(further) ahead than my part of the 
world is.”

Boycott added he was glad the strike 
happened, because, even though he’d 

only been here for a few months, he 
felt that Louisiana was not as aware of 
climate change as other parts of the 
country are, and he hadn’t expected to 
find any rallies happening here.

“I’m just glad that something has 
come of it, and that there are people 
that did come out, and that Louisiana 
was a part of that worldwide movement 
today to make our voices get heard,” 
Boycott said.

One of the speakers at the event, 
Martial Broussard, said he chose to 
attend and speak out of “concern, 
basically, for the Earth and the future of 
(his) grandkids.”

Broussard graduated from what 
is today UL Lafayette in 1967 with a 
bachelor’s degree in zoology and later 
got his master’s in psychology. One of 
the main issues he discussed at the rally 
was what he called an “attack on truth,”  
 

which he elaborated to mean a general 
refusal of peer-reviewed science.

“When the president of the United 
States says it’s a hoax, I mean the truth 
of the matter is evident: the ice is 
melting, the fires are raging,” Broussard 
said. “I don’t see how anybody can deny 
the facts.”

Broussard continued: “The other 
attack on truth comes principally from 
the corporations, the people who want 
to build pipelines, and the people who 
want to continue to drill. And what 
they tell us is that this is the way. This is 
the way we’ve always done it, this is the 
way we need to keep doing it, change is 
bad. ‘We’re giving you jobs.’ What the 
public might not see between the lines 
… is there are lots of jobs waiting in a 
green society, high-paying jobs.”
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Activists rally against local, nationwide 
ignorance in global climate rally
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A group of individuals listens to a speaker at Lafayette’s climate rally in Parc Putnam on 
Friday, Sept. 20, 2019.
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Lucas Coleman and Kaylie Cory, co-presidents of SAVE, sit at Cypress Lake on Sept. 26, 
2019.
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The mascot of SAVE, Alberto the cactus, sits at Cypress Lake on Sept. 26, 2019.
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The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Office of Sustainability is 
working on natural ways to keep the 
university’s soil intact and reduce 
flooding from stormwater.

Their most recent project involved 
planting over 3,000 seeds from native 
prairie grass plants around the coulee, a 
small man-made ravine in the ground for 
draining water, near Bourgeois park. 

According to Director of the Office 
of Sustainability Gretchen Vanicor, they 
plan on covering about 4.2 acres between 
both sides of the coulee to stabilize the 
soil in the area, as some spots are so 
eroded they are “big enough to lose a 
truck in.”

The most recent project by Bourgeois 
Park is only the latest of Sustainability’s 
efforts to reduce stormwater runoff and 
university mowing. 

In 2016 they planted a group of native 
irises and sages by V.L. Wharton Hall to 
form a bioswale, or a collection of plants 
in a natural divet in the ground that take 
in stormwater, hold soil together and 
reduce flooding in an area. A second 
bioswale between James R. Oliver Hall 
and Madison Hall followed a year later.

Many of Sustainability’s projects are 
pulled off with the help of volunteers. 
Student volunteer groups like 
Americorps or the SOUL Camp mentors 
have helped by planting seeds, removing 
weeds or re-mulching certain areas.

“They take physical work because we’re 
doing it the right way,” Vanicor said. “If 
we just mowed over it they would take a 
lot less time obviously, but we are saving 
some mowing time, so there are some 
trade-offs here.”

Both the prairie grass plantings and 
the bioswales are part of the Green 
Infrastructure Masterplan. 

Students, faculty and staff composed 
the plan and submitted it to the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
for their Campus Rainworks Challenge, 
in which universities across the country 
submitted green infrastructure plans for 
their campuses. Out of the 67 universities 
that submitted, UL Lafayette placed first 
in the master plan category.

Vanicor stressed how important it 
was that multiple people from different 
campus backgrounds worked in 
developing this plan.

“We want people from every different 
college working together to solve these 
problems because that’s what it’s going to 
take,” Vanicor said. 

“Because if we’re just doing it, but 
students don’t know that we’re doing 
it and don’t know how we’re doing it, 
then it’s less likely that you are going to 
graduate from here and implement those 
same solutions when you go on to be the 
owner of a business of the principal of a 
school system,” Vanicor continued.

The Office of Sustainability’s next 
project, also detailed in the masterplan, 
will be installing rain gardens around 
the corner of Hebrard Boulevard and 

East Saint Mary Boulevard. Similar to 
the bioswales, these rain gardens will be 
planted in the small green strips between 
the sidewalks and the street.

James Foret, a professor in the 
college of geosciences who is helping 
Sustainability with the projects, discussed 
why he found the rain gardens beneficial 
to UL Lafayette’s campus.

“We have plans to take a lot of water 
that’s already in the quad, and keep it in 
small retention areas,” Foret said, “and 
deal with it that way rather than force it 
on the storm drain, which then forces 
that water on the coulee, which then 
forces that water in the river, and we all 
live downstream somewhere; it backs up 
and it stays longer than it should.”

Foret went on to discuss how most of 
UL Lafayette was built before modern 
drainage codes. 

He described how he felt like people 
would rather get water off their property 
as quickly as possible, i.e. with concrete 
and retention ponds, which is exactly 
what leads to buildup and flash flooding 
on campus.

“Really the truth is we should all be 
dealing with our rainwater,” Foret said. 
“And so the university, in my opinion, 
should be leading and not following, so 
they’re going in and they’re reversing 
some of the mistakes they made in the 
past.”

Foret added that he felt some people 
might worry about potential animals 
hiding in the new green areas, but that 
will not be the case.

Those involved with the Office of 
Sustainability aren’t the only people 
working to make UL Lafayette a greener 
campus.

Juanita Catt Evans, a part-time English 
instructor, is currently working with 
English professor Elana Laurel Ryan, 
Ph.D., to try and create a green space on 
campus. The goal of the greenspace is 
to fill it with plants indigenous peoples 
used and educate students on what their 
purpose was.

“So often people think about American 
culture as after America became labeled 
America, but there were people here 
before,” Evans explained. “They didn’t 
have science the way we have it, but they 
did have a logic and kind of a scientific 
idea in ‘We figured out that this plant, if 
you make tea from it, helps your throat 
feel better.’”

The idea for a green space began as a 
class assignment for Evans’ indigenous 
literature class with Ryan, and upon 
discussing it over the summer the project 
transformed into a graduate assistant 
position.

Evans said they do not have a space yet, 
but plan to meet with Vanicor the week 
after fall break and discuss the possibility 
of joining forces and working together to 
bring this garden to UL Lafayette. 

Evans later added she would be happy 
with whatever land they would allot the 
project, but specified they were looking 
specifically at a parking lot with some 
area already set aside for a green space.

Melissa Watson
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Louisiana state government 
announced three coastal protection 
barrier island projects that, combined, 
will cost $160 million to execute, 
according to a state news release. 

“Approximately 9.2 million cubic 
yards of sand will be dredged from the 
Gulf of Mexico to create 1,110 acres 
of beach, dune, and marsh habitat 
on portions of Trinity-East Island, 
Timbalier Island, and the West Belle 
Pass Headland,” the news release reads. 

Gov. John Bel Edwards commented 
on the project in the news release, 
pointing out the role wetlands play in 
protecting coastal communities. 

“Sustaining our barrier islands is a 
vital component of coastal protection,” 
Edwards said, according to the news 
release. “They protect interior wetland 
systems. They stand in front of our 
protection systems. And they are 
positioned in front of our communities. 
Each of these layers must work together 
to provide holistic storm protection.”

One of the coastal communities in 
need of wetland protection is the Isle de 
Jean Charles in Terrebonne Parish, an 
island that has experienced 98% land 
loss since the 1950s and is the home 
of the Isle de Jean Charles band of the 
Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw Native 
Americans. 

Chantel Comardelle, the tribal 
executive secretary of the Isle de 
Jean Charles band of the Biloxi-
Chitimacha-Choctaw tribe, said she 
thinks the barrier island projects are 
an improvement but feels the money 
would have been better spent in 
different areas. 

“I think it’s great for the parish,” 
Comardelle said. “I think it’s great to 
do those projects, but I also wish they 

would do more of those projects on 
the inside of a community as well. If 
they can spend $160 million on sand 
that will probably wash out for the next 
hurricane, they could have spent that 
money on improvement of the island 
and the levee system.”

According to the state news release, 
the project is being exclusively funded 
by the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) and settlements 
from the BP oil spill of 2010. 

“As part of plea agreements approved 
by a U.S. District Court, NFWF is 
charged with administering more than 
$2.5 billion from BP and Transocean 
to fund projects benefiting the natural 
resources of the Gulf Coast impacted by 
the spill,” the news release reads. 

Comardelle also said the money 
could have gone toward further aid for 
other coastal communities and wetland 
preservation. 

“I think that they could have used 
that money for just fixing some of the 
wetlands and the different things closer 
to the coastline and allowing more fresh 
water to flow into the wetlands before 
they (work on) the outside,” Comardelle 
said. 

According to Comardelle, there is 
a ring levee surrounding the Isle de 
Jean Charles that protects the inner 
island from further land loss, but the 
community still experiences severe 
flooding during storms. 

“We did get some flooding from 
Hurricane Barry that came through. 
We had about 3 feet of water, between 
3 and 4 feet of water, on the island itself 
that topped the ring levee,” Comardelle 
said. “We had about four or five homes 
flooded, so we helped get those folks 
back into their homes.” 

Comardelle said the main concerns 
of the tribe include the ring levee and 
the single access road that leads to 

the island from mainland Terrebonne 
Parish. 

“As long as the levee stays in place 
and the road is passable, there’s not 
much else we can do other than maybe 
look at some things to protect the levee 
and protect the roadside,” Comardelle 
said. 

According to Comardelle, since the 
state government decided to make the 
federally-funded Isle de Jean Charles 
resettlement site less tribe-specific, the 
Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw tribe has 
shifted focus to preserving their own 
island and culture, including digital 
archiving of oral histories and a planned 
museum in Houma. 

“It’s our main focus, since things with 
the state aren’t moving in the direction 
that the tribe would want,” Comardelle 
said. “We’re just going to preserve our 
place as much as we can, from history 
to physical location to our lifeways and 
traditions.” 

Graphic by Andre Bourgeois

Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw tribe
responds to $160M barrier island project

Office of Sustainability planning and 
planting to reduce campus flooding

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

This bioswale is located next to Griffin Hall.
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Bioswales absorb excess rainwater to mitigate flooding.
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Scattered all around the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s campus, the live 
oak trees have become a staple symbol of 
the university.

Aside from their beauty, the live oaks 
also do a great deal ecologically for the 
campus.

“There are 500 species of oak trees, and 
the live oak is most commonly known 
in Louisiana,” Bryan Babb, owner of 
Double BB Farms and certified Northeast 
Louisiana Master Gardener, said. “The 
lifespan of oak trees varies from 150 years 
old to 50 years old depending on the 
kind of oak tree it is, the pests and other 
environmental conditions.” 

And it is the interaction between the 
staple trees and the other life on campus 
that is most fascinating.

“My personal feeling is that each live 
oak tree is like a whole ecosystem on its 
own,” James Foret, an instructor in UL 
Lafayette’s department of geosciences, 
said.

Foret went into heavy detail about the 
level at which the trees help wildlife on 
the campus.

“The way they are planted on campus, 
they are planted close enough to touch or 
come close to touching, so the squirrels, 
the insects and the birds use them like 
as a highway and for protection,” Foret 
said. “The canopy shades them and cools 
them. It isolates them from the rest of the 
ecosystem where the predators are and 
everything.”

The live oaks also provide food for the 
animals on campus.

According to the National Wildlife 
Federation, “Sweet, tapered acorns 
produced by the trees are eaten by birds 
and mammals, including sapsuckers, 
mallards, wild turkeys, squirrels, black 
bears, and deer.”

Foret also mentioned how the trees 
provide shelter.

“Bugs live in the grooves of the bark. 
Squirrels make nests in them. Raccoons 
live in dens and cavities. They provide all 
that to the campus ecosystem,” he said.

And that shelter is not just exclusive 
to the wildlife on campus, but is in equal 
parts helpful to the human occupants of 
the university grounds.

“In my opinion, they cool everything 
— it’s like ten degrees cooler,” Foret said. 
“So as far as our participation in the 
ecosystem, they make a cool place for us 
to walk and stand and talk and sit and 
study and read — those kind of things.”

The trees also serve as natural 
umbrellas for those caught on campus in 
an afternoon shower.

“If you’ve ever been out in the rain, you 
know the foliage gets wet in a rainstorm, 
but not all at once,” he added. “It gets wet 
slowly, and so you have 10 to 12 minutes 
before it starts dripping in a pretty good 
shower. The leaves and the branches and 
all hold a lot of water before they start 
giving it up to whoever’s standing under 
it, so it has that benefit.”

And there are even more ways that the 
trees interact with the human population.

“Live oaks have served humans and 
animals as food, fuel, lumber, chemicals 
and shade,” Kim Coder, Ph.D., of the 
University of Georgia said.

Foret also called attention to the 
interaction of the live oak ecosystem and 
other ecosystems.

“There’s a couple of epiphytes that live 
in live oak trees. Epiphytes are plants that 
have roots that don’t grow in the soil; 
Spanish moss is one of them,” he said.

He continued, instead directing 
attention to the soil rather than the 
canopy:

“It’s a pretty interesting ecosystem … 
Most of the places on campus we don’t 
mow under the trees. That protects a 
pretty vibrant soil ecosystem. It’s filled 
with all sorts of microbes that support 
plant life and break down organic 
compounds and cycle nutrients for their 
own use and back to the trees.”

Foret commented on the other plant 
life on campus, remarking it with much 
lower esteem.

“The grass they have all over campus? 
It offers so little of that,” he said. “It’s just 
not real. It’s a grass lawn, the roots are 
real shallow. It doesn’t support a lot of 
insect and animal life. It has a really thin 
canopy. It’s just not like trees and shrubs 
that evolve here and coexist with other 
organisms and live well in our heat and 
rain and our soils.”

Foret concluded by urging people to 
take greater notice of the live oaks on 
campus.

“I just hope people become more aware 
of their surroundings and observe the 
world around them … It really enriches 
your life … because they are not dumb 
organisms,” Foret said. They are really 
brilliant; they communicate with each 
other and they communicate with 
other organisms and the soil ... They are 
amazing. Appreciate them.”

Jami Jacobo
COPY EDITOR

A movement to dredge the Vermilion 
River believes that major flooding in 
the southern regions of Louisiana have 
caused — and will increasingly continue 
to cause — devastating damage to cities 
within the Vermilion River’s watershed. 

“Dredge the Vermilion,” is focused 
on efforts to reduce flooding within 
the Acadiana region. The movement 
research is based on the history of 
flooding in Louisiana, and claims that 
by dredging the Vermilion there will be 
a positive impact on local and regional 
flooding. 

According to the website, efforts 
executed in the ‘50s to dredge the 
Vermilion (and complete several other 
drainage projects) were effective in 
preventing major floods until the flood 
of Aug. 2016. 

Three major floods occurred in the 
watershed, leading up to dredging 
the Vermilion in the ‘50s. Dredge the 
Vermilion is concerned whether the 
residents of the area will have to face 
more catastrophic flooding before 
action is taken. 

“Will we have to experience two more 
major floods before we take action?” the 
website reads. 

The proposed plan includes the 
following steps:

“First, divert as much water as 
possible out of the watershed … 
manage to utilize natural retention areas 
… increase the efficiency of the existing 
in-watershed rivers and tributaries and 
existing controls to move the remaining 
water into the Gulf of Mexico.”

Managing flood waters is a priority 
for local and regional communities. 
In 2017, the reallocation of an existing 
tax provided $9 million to shift the 
focus and efforts on projects that had 
been paused due to low funding (an 
additional $2.5 million was allocated for 
drainage maintenance). 

Lafayette Mayor-President Joel 
Robideaux and the Public Works 
Department identified 77 drainage 
maintenance jobs that had been 
deferred and in need of repair (the 

estimated cost for the maintenance 
projects was $31 million or more). 

27 of the 77 projects were listed as a 
priority, and maintenance was possible 
with the $9 million of allocated funds. 
A list of these projects and their status 
is available on the Capital Projects 
Dashboard.  

Candidates for this year’s Lafayette 
Mayor-President are addressing 
flooding and drainage within the 
city and proposing various ideas for 
drainage and flood prevention. 

Lafayette Consolidated Government 
urges its citizens to be aware of flood 
zones and to be prepared for any 
flooding event. 

Recently, FEMA flood maps of the 
city were updated to re-evaluate the 
high-risk areas for flooding. The maps 
show that many parts of Lafayette 
parish are considered flood zones. 

Although the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s campus is not within a 
flood zone, the campus is surrounded 
by major flooding areas to the south 
and southeast of campus. 

During seasonal rainfall, locations 
on campus experience mild flooding in 
high traffic areas like sidewalks parking 
lots. 

Dijel Fuselier, a senior in the biology 
program, attends her classes in Billeaud 
Hall. This year she has to walk to Griffin 
hall by passing behind Madison Hall. 

Fuselier said that many people find 
that path to be particularly annoying, 
especially with unpredictable weather. 

“You can walk to class perfectly fine 
and by the time it’s over, you’re walking 
in like 2 inches of water,” Fuselier 
said. “And now your socks are soaked 
because you didn’t wear rain boots 
since rain was not on the forecast. From 
Billeaud to Griffin is utter hell.”

The UL Lafayette’s Office of 
Sustainability has already planted 3,000 
native plant seeds to maintain healthy 
souls and reduce flooding — they are 
currently searching for more solutions.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Students can sit under this live oak that is located by Billeaud Hall.

More than just shade: University live oak 
population an ecological staple for campus

Flooding increase leads 
to potential solutions

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Gubernatorial candidates 
debate on campus
David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

Gov. John Bel Edwards, Congressman 
Ralph Abraham and Baton Rouge 
businessman Eddie Rispone discussed 
their plans to improve Louisiana’s 
education system and economy at the 
second gubernatorial debate at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette on 
Wednesday, Sept. 26 at 7 p.m.

All three candidates said they were 
in favor of improving Louisiana’s early 
childhood education. 

Rispone said Louisiana could improve 
its early childhood education without 
raising taxes.

“We can fix this without costing raising 
taxes,” Rispone said. “We just need to 
prioritize. We need someone that’s an 
outsider conservative, a business person 
that knows how to run something. We 
got a $30 billion budget.”

Abraham accused Edwards and his 
administration of only putting money 
into education in hopes of getting 
Edwards re-elected.

“But this administration hasn’t put any 
new money to it until this year, it’s an 
election year,” Abraham said.

However, Edwards said he didn’t 
choose to start putting more money into 
early childhood education at the time he 
did for the purpose of being re-elected. 

“There’s $20 million more being 
invested in early childhood education 
this year than last year, and you cannot 
invest what you do not have until we 
fixed our budget deficit and got the 
growth that we needed out of our 
economy and stabilized the budget,” 
Edwards said. “Quite simply, you couldn’t 
do that.”

Although the candidates said they had 
big improvements in mind for Louisiana, 
they were unable to give specific details 
on what they would cut to pay for them.

Rispone said he would be able to pay 
for more government programs without 
raising taxes by using his business 
experience to make better use of the 
money Louisiana already has.

“We’re going to be able to manage 
it, have a budget, decide we want to do 
it and prioritize where we spend our 
dollars,” he said. “It’s a simple process, but 
you’re going to need a CEO.”

Edwards said Rispone’s plan was 
unrealistic and compared Rispone’s plan 
of action to former Governor Bobby 
Jindal’s.

“That’s what (Jindal) always said; if you 
can always do more with less one day you 
can do everything for nothing. And the 
world doesn’t work that way,” he said.

Abraham didn’t offer a solution 
either. Instead, he argued that he, like 
Rispone, is a businessman, and claimed 
Louisiana was losing jobs under Edwards’ 
leadership.

“I’ve done pretty good in business too,” 
Abraham said. “As you know, we are the 

only state in the union that lost jobs in 
the last 12 months.”

Edwards said this was false. According 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
unemployment rate in Louisiana has 
been decreasing consistently since 
December 2016.

“You know you’re entitled to your 
opinion, but not to your own facts,” 
Edwards said.

USA Today Journalist Greg Hilburn, 
the one who asked about what the 
candidates would cut, said the candidates’ 
responses were political and not specific.

“You all very much sounded like 
politicians, because all of you still said 
that you can grow some government 
programs which is laudable programs, 
and none of you have said where you 
would cut, and some have said you would 
reduce revenue. It just doesn’t seem to 
make sense,” Hilburn said.

Several other topics were discussed at 
the debate.

Edwards said Louisiana should re-elect 
him because the state has seen many 
improvements since he’s been in office.

“Because the state of Louisiana is doing 
much better than it was four years ago 
on just about every relevant measure,” he 
said.

Rispone said he plans to force all cities 
in Louisiana to align with President 
Trump’s immigration policies if he’s 
elected.

“But now, what I’m going to tell you is 
that I’m going to support our president, 
when it comes to building a wall, doing 
away with sanctuary cities and going after 
these gangs,” he said.

He plans to accomplish this by denying 
state funding to cities that offer sanctuary 
to illegal immigrants. 

“Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Texas all have a law that 
if a city does not follow the immigration 
laws and doesn’t support those that are 
here to protect us, they don’t get state 
funding,” Rispone said.

Abraham, who has experience as 
a physician, said he closely monitors 
patients who he’s prescribed opioids.

“We monitor the patient, and we 
monitor those that come into our clinic,” 
Abraham said. “You are the gatekeeper 
for that patient, and it is an important 
role, and look, as a physician, I take that 
very seriously.”

Abraham said this the same day the 
Advocate published a story detailing how, 
in 2013, Abraham was in the top 0.2% of 
opioid prescribers in terms of the number 
of Medicare Part D patients he’d written 
prescriptions for when compared to other 
family doctors in the United States.

After the debate, Abraham said he 
wrote so many prescriptions for opioids 
because he saw more patients than most 
other family doctors and wrote more 
prescriptions as a whole.

“It’s a matter of volume. We just saw 
more patients,” he said.

Photo by David Reed / The Vermilion

Gov. John Bel Edwards at the gubernatorial debate at Angelle Hall on Sept. 26, 2019.



THE VERMILION   |   OCTOBER 2, 2019   5

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

Every sports fan loves to enter a huge 
arena or stadium to watch their favorite 
players compete. As they cheer and 
scream, most fans don’t even realize how 
much danger the environment could be 
in just from that very seat they are sitting 
in. 

The huge million-dollar complexes 
are what attract fans. It makes them 
comfortable and it allows the team 
to present their best work in a 
fashionable and glitzy stadium. Every 
touchdown, basket and home-run is 
celebrated, but the place where these 
athletes perform comes at a price for 
the environment we live in. 

In 2009, Tom Zeller with The New 
York Times shed some light on how 
sporting events have more of an impact 
than people think in terms of going 
green. 

“Whenever a person engages in sport 
there is an impact on the environment,” 
states the United Nations Environment 
Program on the website of its sports and 
environment division.

Allen Hershkowitz, a senior scientist 
with the nonprofit environmental group 
Natural Resources Defense Council and 
head of the organization’s green sports 
initiatives, knows how meaningful the 
waste has on the planet, especially with 
the number of fans that enter these 
events. 

Hershkowitz told the New York Times, 
“You get 30,000 to 50,000 people showing 
up each time, most of them driving,” Mr. 
Hershkowi “and there’s a lot of waste 
— paper waste, plastic waste, energy, 
chemical waste, a lot of water use. It’s 
meaningful.”

In these events, there are more than 
just the buildings that are the concerns, 
but the travel to the game that also 
pollutes the air as most fans drive. 
The lack of urgency to recycle or use 
environmentally friendly napkins and 
cups is a problem that some feel they are 
not responsible for in the sports world. 
But, it all plays a role in the building or 
tearing of the atmosphere. 

Tennis legend and former Grand 
Slam Champion Billie Jean King, who 
is an ambassador for the United States 
Tennis Association’s environmental 
efforts, talked more about the public 
transportation impact in a public service 
announcement.

“Public transportation is a great way 
to reduce global warming, take a simple 
step to help the planet. Take the subway, 

train 
or bus 
to get to 
your next match.”

Bud Selig, the 2009 commissioner of 
Major League Baseball in the United 
States told the New York Times these 
sporting teams are trying their best to 
promote healthier alternatives for the 
environment when it pertains to their 
sport. 

“Every club, regardless of its field 
surface, seeks to create a healthy and 
pleasant environment for its players and 
fans. This requires attention to a wide 
array of environmental issues, including 
clean air, clean water, fertilizers, 
pesticides, transportation, procurement 
policies and the collection and disposal 
of waste materials generated by baseball 
activities.”

The truth is that while many fans 
come into these sporting events, they 
are leaving some sort of footprint on the 
atmosphere. This can be from the wasted 
food in these events to the dozens of 
lights that illuminate these stadiums. 

Gina Warren, a University of Houston 
associate professor, spoke on this matter 
with Forbes about how these footprints 
are calculated. 

“The study found that the average 
attendee generates a footprint seven 
times greater than someone going about 
normal, everyday activity,” Warren 
said. “Increased travel by event visitors 
accounted for the biggest part of this 
significant increase. The consumption 
of food and drink, and the energy 

and resources required to 
produce that food and drink, 

makes up the next largest part of 
the footprint.”

A lot of teams are looking to make a 
conscious effort to reduce these factors, 
one of the most prominent teams in the 
NFL, the Dallas Cowboys, has even tried 
reducing their light bill. The Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania 
wrote on this topic about the social 
impact certain venues had. 

“Big venues can have outsized 
environmental impacts,” Wharton 
wrote. “During game time, Cowboys 
Stadium in Dallas is illuminated with 
30 million LED light bulbs. But the 
impact would be far greater if the team 
wasn’t resolutely pushing environmental 
initiatives, including pledges to reduce 
solid waste by 20%, energy by 20% and 
water consumption by a million gallons 
annually.”

The great thing about this research and 
the attention to this impact is that there 
are solutions to the problem. And these 
sporting teams are willing to do whatever 
it takes to make sure they are making this 
experience healthy for their fans and the 
people around them.

Michael Casey for CBS News wrote 
a “9 ways professional sports are going 
green” article in 2015, which details a 
lot of these efforts we see implemented 
today with even further development, 
giving credit to the Philadelphia Eagles, 
Cleveland Indians and many more 
professional teams around the United 
States. 

The Philadelphia 
Eagles reduced their 

recycling rate by 209% since 
2010 and also offset their travel by 

financing tree plantings in various parts 
of Pennsylvania and purchasing seedlings 
for a wildlife refuge in Louisiana. 

Some teams such as the Boston Red 
Sox and the Seattle Mariners have helped 
go green as well. The Boston Red Sox 
even made their entire stadium green. 
Casey gives more insight into this with 
CBS. 

In 2008 the Fenway Greening 
program was started and it included the 
installation of enough solar panels to 
provide 37% of their energy. The stadium 
also has “solar-powered compactors that 
can collect six times as much refuse as 
the old trash barrels.”

The Seattle Mariners are assisting 
in helping the environment as well as 
making the Safeco Field not only one 
of the most appealing venues, but the 
greenest. 

“Since 2006 the team has reduced 
the use of natural gas by 40 percent, 
electricity by 25 percent and water use 
by 25 percent. (The savings amount to 
more than $1.75 million in electricity, 
natural gas, water and sewer charges.) 
They installed a new scoreboard in 2010 
that uses 90 percent less power than the 
old one.”

And the list can go on and on with all 
the different teams and sports that are 
striving to make a conscious effort in 
regards to helping our planet. As more 
technology and research are presented 
throughout sports, there will be even 
more positive results in the restoration 
and preservation of our planet. 

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana football team won 
their Sun Belt Conference season 
opener on the road against the Georgia 
Southern Eagles and come home from 
their two week road trip with a four-
game winning streak.

The Ragin’ Cajuns offense started 
off quickly with a five-play touchdown 
drive, highlighted by a 51-yard 
completion from quarterback Levi 
Lewis to wide receiver Bam Jackson. 

Louisiana took a 7-0 lead within 
the first two minutes, a lead they did 
not give up throughout the rest of the 
game.

The game was still close in the first 
half because of a couple of mistakes by 
the Louisiana special teams unit. The 
big issue for the Ragin’ Cajuns was two 
turnovers on Georgia Southern punts 
in the first half. Both of those gave 
the Eagles the field position they took 
advantage of for 10 points.

However, the Ragin’ Cajuns offense 
stayed hot in the first half, scoring on a 

three-yard touchdown run by running 
back Trey Ragas and a 25-yard field 
goal as time expired to go into halftime 
with a 17-13 lead.

The second half featured the two 
teams trading scores.

A five-minute touchdown drive for 
Louisiana ending in a Lewis touchdown 
connection with wide receiver 
Ja’Marcus Bradley was answered by a 
14-play nearly eight-minute touchdown 
drive by the Eagles to make the score 
24-21 with a successful two-point 
conversion. 

Louisiana’s offense answered with 
another touchdown drive to stretch the 
lead to 10 points, and after the defense 
held the Eagles to a field goal after a 
long drive, the Ragin’ Cajuns put the 
game away in the fourth quarter with 
Ragas’ second rushing touchdown of 
the night.

The Ragin’ Cajuns won their second 
straight game by dominating the fourth 
quarter, and came home from their first 
conference game on the road with a 
37-24 victory.

Louisiana dominated most of the 
stats sheet excluding their two first 
half fumbles on punts and the time 
of possession which was controlled 
for most of the game by the Georgia 
Southern triple option rushing attack.

The defense did a good job in the 
first half of holding the Eagles when 
they needed to, but the 205 yards by 
the Ragin’ Cajuns offense on three 
touchdown drives in the second half 
sealed the game for Louisiana.

Lewis finished another efficient 
game, completing 11 of his 18 passing 
attempts for 188 yards, a touchdown, 
and no interceptions. He also ran for 27 
yards on four rushing attempts.

Ragas led the team with 131 rushing 
yards on 16 carries and Mitchell had 81 
yards on 14 rushes. Both of the running 
backs had two rushing touchdowns in 
the game.

Louisiana’s next game will be a 
big test on Wednesday, Oct. 9 when 
they host the Appalachian State 
Mountaineers in a rematch of last years 
Sun Belt Championship Game.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Louisiana scores a touchdown.

Sport complexes just as impactful on 
environment as those in the stands

Louisiana football continues winning 
streak against Georgia Southern

Sports
Graphic by Andre Bourgeois
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

One of the most beloved pastimes in 
America is attending sporting events.  
 Whether you go alone or with family 
and friends, it’s hard to miss out on the 
chance to see your favorite team play, but 
with the popularity of sporting events 
comes an excessive amount of waste that 
can harm the environment. 

In 2018 alone, the most highly 
attended sport in America was football. 
The average attendance per game in the 
season was 67,042. Next after that was 
baseball. 

Considering the number of people 
attending events like these, think 
about the litter that comes from them. 
Contemplate the number of people that 
leave their waste on the ground and how 
that impacts our environment. 

Huge amounts of trash are left in and 
around stadiums, fields and arenas, 
such as plastic bottles, food waste, plates 
and more. To give you an idea, major 
sporting events such as the SuperBowl 
can produce up to 750,000 plastic bottles 
alone. 

When waste is left around these areas, 
it can lead to an unappealing view of 
the sporting view due to how dirty the 
area may look or smell. Waste can also 
be picked up by the wind and carried 
elsewhere, causing more problems. 

Leftover waste at night can attract 
raccoons and other animals as well. The 
main issue at these events is that there 
is so much of it that it almost seems 
normalized to see a lot of trash build up. 

It’s like going to the movies and getting 
a bag of popcorn. When some people 
finish the bag, they leave it in the theater 
rather than bringing it to the trash can on 
their way out. 

In 2013, a conference called Leadership 
in Greening the Sports Industry was held. 

Hosted by the Green Sports Alliance, 
their goal was to “Work with teams to 

understand and collect data, looking 
at the environmental baseline. We’re 
aggregating the data to better understand 
the impact of our members in this 
industry.”

The Green Sports Alliance was initially 
created in the United States in 2010, 
when the concern of litter at sporting 
events causing problems gained traction. 
Their goal was to understand how the 
games people play can negatively affect 
the environment and how to promote 
change to lessen it. 

Elsewhere, London has already taken 
steps as well. In 2018, they held the first 
plastic-free sporting events. 

Russell Seymour is the executive 
director of the British Association for 
Sustainable Sport. It is similar to the 
Green Sports Alliance in wanting to 
reduce the environmental impact from 
sporting events. 

Seymour gave his thoughts on how 
sporting events can reduce negative 
influences on the environment: 

“The sport sector has the opportunity 
to recognize these impacts and to 
communicate these issues to our 
spectators, fans and participants as a 
trusted ambassador in a non-political 
way alongside actions that individuals 
can take,” Seymour said. 

Trying to reach zero litter should be 
the goal, but it will take an immense 
amount of collaboration as a Nation. For 
now, there are little things that can make 
a difference. 

As a country, we should invest in 
more trash cans and recycle bins around 
sporting arenas, stadiums and fields. 
Trash cans that are overflowing enough 
for trash to fall out of are just as bad as 
trash already on the ground.

What can you do today as an 
individual to reduce litter at sporting 
events? Simply pick up after yourself, 
remind those around you to do the same 
and if you see litter around you, pick it up 
as well. 

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana “showroom” that 
encompasses arguably the most talented 
running back room in the country 
continues to shine. In the past few games, 
junior running back Elijah Mitchell 
has been one of the most talked about 
offensive weapons for the Ragin’ Cajuns. 

The 5-foot-11-inch, 217-pound Erath 
native started his electric running as two-
star running back with his alma mater 
Erath High School. Mitchell ran for 
1,903 yards and 28 touchdowns during 
his senior season, despite being injured 
and only appearing in eight games. But, 
Mitchell still cemented himself into the 
Bobcats history books by becoming the 
leading rusher in Erath history with 4,045 
yards and 50 touchdowns on 457 carries 
in three seasons. 

His career with the Ragin’ Cajuns 
began less smoothly for Mitchell. Only 
appearing in five games during his 2017 
freshman campaign, he finished fifth on 
the team in 273 rushing yards, second 
on the team in average yards per carry 
(6.1), and third on the team for rushing 
touchdowns (4).

Mitchell scored his first career 
touchdown for Louisiana during the 
2017 season opener against Southeastern, 
finishing that game with 56 yards rushing 
on 11 carries. Against Tulsa, he scored 
his first career touchdown reception for 
19 yards while ending the game with 84 
yards on eight carries as well as scoring 
a rushing touchdown. Mitchell ran for 
a career-high against ULM with 107 
yards on 13 carries, finishing with two 
touchdowns against Sun Belt rival ULM. 

But this all came to a sudden halt when 
Mitchell’s foot was caught under a pile 
of linemen, which he suffered a Lisfranc 
foot fracture that connects the ligaments 
and booms of the midfoot and the front 
foot. This injury sidelined him for the 
rest of the 2017 season as well as slowed 
him down for spring activities going into 
the 2018 season. Mitchell not only went 
through one surgery but two. 

Mitchell attributes that setback to the 
building of his mental toughness and 
how it formed him into a tougher player.

“That was devastating to me,” Mitchell 
said. “All I could think of was to keep 
telling myself that things happen for a 
reason. All I could do as a person was try 
to turn it into a positive.”

Grateful for physical therapist 
Brian Soignier and former Louisiana 
quarterback for his help in getting him 
back on the field, Mitchell feels that 
encouragement is what helped him 
progress. 

“Mr. Brian, he helped me so much,” 
Mitchell said. “We talked, we prayed 
together. He kept telling me that he 
was going to get me right and we were 
going to work through it. It was a big 
encouragement, knowing he’d gone 
through stuff like I was going through.”

Louisiana Head Coach Billy Napier 
said he knows how much it took for 
Mitchell to get back to himself, adding 
that a lot of people helped with his 
progress to get him back on the field.

“He’s worked to get himself ready,” 
Napier said. “I think Elijah would be the 
first to tell you: It’s been a long road back 
for him, but he’s 100% now. We’ve been 

aiming at having all our guys ready when 
the bell rings, and he’s been a big part of 
that.

“You know, he had to work through 
some adversity relative to overcoming 
his injury. We had some people that did 
a really good job helping him through 
that.”

During the 2018 season, Mitchell 
started in 13 games to end the season 
with 1334 yards from scrimmage and 16 
touchdowns. His 16 touchdowns were 
the most on the team, with his total yards 
from scrimmage placing second on the 
team. Mitchell achieved the second-
highest game rushing total in the Sun 
Belt conference against Texas State, 
racking up 191 yards in that matchup. 

Mitchell rushed for over 100 yards 
in four games, ranking him fourth 
in the conference, also becoming the 
only person in the conference to have 
100-yards rushing and one 100-yard 
receiving game.

Mitchell doesn’t seem to take credit 
for all his strength, whereas Louisiana 
running back coach Jabbar Juluke said he 
believes that if Mitchell is healthier then 
as a running back unit they are all going 
to be successful.

“It goes back to the culture of our 
room, and how we support one another,” 
Juluke said. “Trey Ragas and Raymond 
Calais, they knew if Eli is healthy that’s 
gonna mean that they’re gonna be more 
healthy.”

Now with the 2019 season underway, 
Mitchell has his eyes set on more goals 
and new achievements. 

Mitchell has been showing dominance, 
especially against Ohio. Versus Ohio he 
rushed for 285 yards, proving to be a 
force to be reckoned with in the 45-25 
victory. He ran for 17 carries for a team-
high of 143 yards. 

Coach Napier is satisfied to see the 
work that Mitchell put in the offseason 
show on the field in terms of his athletic 
abilities. He knows the process it took 
for Mitchell to get back to this place 
especially after the health setbacks he 
endured early in his career. 

“It’s good to see him have the 
production that he had,” Napier said. 
“You can see the finishing speed, the 
physicality, the strength.”

His performance against Ohio came 
with a few awards, Mitchell was awarded 
Sun Belt Offensive Player of the Week. 
Being a key factor in the Ragin’ Cajuns 
running arsenal, Louisiana currently 
ranks first in the nation in total yards 
(1,295) and touchdowns (18). The Ragin’ 
Cajuns are also ranked second in the 
nation for yards per carry at 7.53 and 
third in total rushing yards per game 
(323). 

Mitchell believes his impressive game 
against Ohio came to life because of the 
healthy competition him and teammate 
Trey Ragas have on the field. 

“It’s competition, but it’s not bad 
competition,” Mitchell said. “It’s like 
energy. If Trey breaks one, it’s like, ‘I want 
to break one. It’s my turn.’ It’s awesome, 
man.”

“When we first started, we were like, 
‘Man, we need to just keep pounding 
them, pounding them, and just make 
them give up, that’s what happened,” 
Mitchell continued.

And the showroom does not expect to 
slow down any time soon. 
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Plastic bottles littered on Rex Street.
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An abandoned aluminum can at the Rose Garden.

UL running back Elijah 
Mitchell beats injury

750,000 bottles: Sports’ 
threat to environment

Coming soon to
thevermilion.com

Tune In.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Elijah Mitchell (15) runs in for a touchdown during the Mississippi State game on 
Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019. Graphic by Danielle Kemp
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

Over the weekend, the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team competed 
in their first set of Sun Belt Conference 
matches of the season. They headed to 
Texas for two matches and ended the 
weekend with a split. 

The first match was against Texas 
State. Earlier in the season, senior 
middle blocker Dree’Ana Abram 
expressed her excitement about the 
Texas State match. 

“Texas State is the game I’m most 
excited for,” Abram said.

Unfortunately, Louisiana lost to 
Texas State 1-3. The main contributing 
factor to the loss was Louisiana’s lack 
of defense to go against Texas State’s 
strong offense.

Texas State dished out 63 kills with 
a .237 hitting percentage, compared 
to Louisiana’s 42 kills on a .130 hitting 
percentage. Texas State also had a 
strong defense with 97 digs that helped 
boost their offense. 

The first set seemed like it could 
go either way. Louisiana and Texas 
State were tied at 19 until Texas State 
delivered four kills in a row, helping 
them win the set. 

However, the Ragin’ Cajuns did not 
give up. They fought back and won the 
second set 25-21, but from there their 
momentum was put to a halt. Texas 
State won the following sets 25-13 and 
25-20 to win the match. 

Standout players for the match were 
junior outside hitter Hali Wisnoskie, 
senior middle blocker Dree’Ana Abram, 
junior libero and defensive specialist 
Hannah Ramirez and junior setter 
Avery Breaux. Wisnoskie led Louisiana 
in kills for the third straight match 

with 12. Abram added 10 for another 
double-digit kill contributor, as well as 
four blocks. 

Breaux gained a career-high 
amount of assists for the team with 35. 
Defensively, Ramirez collected 23 digs. 

After the loss, Louisiana prepared for 
their next game. They came back in full 
force against UT Arlington, winning the 
match 3-1. 

Louisiana had both a strong offense 
and defense, and the balance between 
the two was the key factor for the win. 

On the offensive side, the team 
produced over 13 kills per set. 
Defensively, two blocks per set and 19 
digs per set aided as well. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns won all sets except 
the second, but the fourth set win 
was the most impressive. They started 
out with a 10-3 lead finishing the 
frame with 16 kills and a .240 hitting 
percentage. 

Leading Louisiana again were Abram 
and Wisnoskie. Wisnoskie finished 
with 12 kills once again, as well as five 
blocks. Abram led the whole team with 
16 kills and three blocks. 

Another strong player was 
sophomore outside hitter, Kelsey 
Bennett. She had eight kills, two aces 
and 17 digs that helped the Ragin’ 
Cajuns all around. 

This was Louisiana’s first SBC win 
and away win of the season. The Ragin’ 
Cajuns now have a 5-10 overall record 
and 1-1 SBC record with a one-game 
win streak. 

Up next, they will play Appalachian 
State Friday, Oct. 4 at 6:30 p.m. at home. 
The game will be broadcasted on CST 
and ESPN Plus. Following the Friday 
game, Louisiana will play Coastal 
Carolina Saturday, Oct. 5 at 6:30 p.m at 
home as well. 

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The New Orleans Saints are using a 
complete effort to win games without 
quarterback Drew Brees.

In their loss to the Los Angeles Rams 
in week two, Drew Brees suffered a 
thumb injury that would keep him out 
for at least six weeks. In the middle of 
a tough stretch where New Orleans 
opened the season against four 
playoff opponents from 2018, this was 
originally a nightmare scenario for 
Saints fans.

However, two wins later, one on 
the road against the Seattle Seahawks 
and one at home against the Dallas 
Cowboys, the Saints have a 2-0 record 
against teams that should be competing 
for playoff position with backup 
quarterback Teddy Bridgewater.

So, how are they doing it?
To start, the defense has been 

fantastic in the past two games. Starting 
with Seattle, the Saints defense held 
the Seahawks to only seven points in 
the first three quarters. Using a fumble 
returned for a touchdown and three 
turnover on downs, New Orleans 
opened up an impressive 33-14 lead.

Even though the defense was great 
for most of the game against Seattle, 
rookie Deonte Harris seemed to spark 
the team with a punt returned for a 
touchdown three minutes into the 
game.

With the Saints first offensive 
touchdown coming with just over 30 
seconds left in the second quarter on 

a touchdown pass from Bridgewater 
to running back Alvin Kamara, the 
Saints had scored on all three phases of 
football in the first half. It was the first 
time they had done that in a game since 
1998.

The Seahawks scored two late 
touchdowns in the final five minutes 
of the game, but the stingy defense for 
three quarters combined with the punt 
returned for a touchdown and a handful 
of good drives by the offense gave the 
Saints their first win without Drew 
Brees since he joined the team in 2006.

Alvin Kamara shined for New 
Orleans, leading the team in rushing 
with 69 yards and a touchdown 
on 16 carries and leading the team 
in receiving with 92 yards and a 
touchdown on nine receptions. It was 
arguably his best game of the season 
and the Seahawks defense struggled all 
day to tackle him. 

If the Saints defense did not get 
enough credit for the win against 
Seattle, they deserve nearly all of it for 
beating the Dallas Cowboys.

The Cowboys came into New Orleans 
in week four averaging over 32 points 
per game on offense, but the Saints 
defense shut them down for nearly the 
entire game.

Limiting possessions was a key for 
the Saints in the matchup. Keeping the 
Dallas offense off the field and allowing 
Bridgewater, Kamara and the Saints 
offense to control the clock was a point 
of focus going into the game.

“We had our gameplan, we went 
out and we executed,” Saints all star 

defensive end Cam Jordan said. “We 
focus on exactly what we need to do for 
the game, and then take the 24 hours 
and get ready for what’s next.”

The Saints defense executed. In eight 
drives against the Cowboys offense, 
they forced three turnovers, including 
two key fumbles and a game-sealing 
interception by safety Marcus Williams 
as time expired. They also forced three 
punts and two three-and-outs. Overall, 
the Cowboys were 4-11 on third downs 
and were held to 257 total yards of 
offense.

The Saints defensive front, which 
boasted one of the best run defenses in 
the NFL last season, showed up with 
the return of defensive tackle Sheldon 
Rankins from an Achilles injury in 
the 2019 playoffs. They held Cowboys 
running back Ezekiel Elliot to a season-
low 35 yards on 18 carries. 

Even though the Saints offense 
could not score a touchdown, the four 
field goal drives were enough with the 
performance that the defense put on, 
and they won 12-10, moving to 2-0 with 
Bridgewater as starting quarterback.

New Orleans is doing more than 
treading water without Brees like most 
people expected they would: They’re 
beating playoff teams with Bridgewater. 
Their backup quarterback does not 
need to be slinging the ball around 
the field like 2018 NFL MVP Patrick 
Mahomes. Bridgewater is managing 
games effectively and leading the Saints 
to wins, and, with the entire team 
playing like they have in the past two 
weeks, that’s all that matters.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Head Coach Hearher Mazeitis-Fontenot coaching the team as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on 
the Southern Miss Golden Eagles on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019.

Photo via USAToday.com

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Hannah Ramirez (2) digs the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Southern Miss 
Golden Eagles on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019.

Louisiana volleyball splits Sun Belt 
Conference opening matches

Saints’ defense steps up game to 
make up for Drew Brees’ absence

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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@TheVermilion for more updates.

“My message is that we’ll be watching 
you.

This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. 
I should be back in school on the other 
side of the ocean. Yet you all come to us 
young people for hope. How dare you!

You have stolen my dreams and my 
childhood with your empty words. And 
yet I’m one of the lucky ones. People 
are suffering. People are dying. Entire 
ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the 
beginning of a mass extinction, and all 
you can talk about is money and fairy 
tales of eternal economic growth. How 
dare you!

For more than 30 years, the science has 
been crystal clear. How dare you continue 
to look away and come here saying that 
you’re doing enough, when the politics 
and solutions needed are still nowhere in 
sight.

You say you hear us and that you 
understand the urgency. But no matter 
how sad and angry I am, I do not want 
to believe that. Because if you really 
understood the situation and still kept on 
failing to act, then you would be evil. And 
that I refuse to believe.

The popular idea of cutting our 
emissions in half in 10 years only gives 
us a 50% chance of staying below 1.5 
degrees [Celsius], and the risk of setting 
off irreversible chain reactions beyond 
human control.

Fifty percent may be acceptable to you. 
But those numbers do not include tipping 
points, most feedback loops, additional 
warming hidden by toxic air pollution or 
the aspects of equity and climate justice. 
They also rely on my generation sucking 
hundreds of billions of tons of your CO2 
out of the air with technologies that 
barely exist.

So a 50% risk is simply not acceptable 
to us — we who have to live with the 
consequences.

To have a 67% chance of staying 
below a 1.5 degrees global temperature 
rise — the best odds given by the 
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change) — the world had 420 gigatons 
of CO2 left to emit back on Jan. 1, 2018. 
Today that figure is already down to less 
than 350 gigatons.

How dare you pretend that this can be 
solved with just ‘business as usual’ and 
some technical solutions? With today’s 
emissions levels, that remaining CO2 
budget will be entirely gone within less 
than 8 1/2 years.

There will not be any solutions or 
plans presented in line with these figures 
here today, because these numbers are 
too uncomfortable. And you are still not 
mature enough to tell it like it is.

You are failing us. But the young people 
are starting to understand your betrayal. 
The eyes of all future generations are 
upon you. And if you choose to fail us, I 
say: We will never forgive you.

We will not let you get away with this. 
Right here, right now is where we draw 
the line. The world is waking up. And 
change is coming, whether you like it or 
not.

Thank you.”

Photo via TheAtlantic.com 

Greta Thunberg speaks at the most recent United Nations Climate Summit in September of 2019.

Read Greta 
Thunberg’s 
most recent 
speech here: 

GLOBAL POLITICS

Youth climate activist stands up 
for current and future generations

Allons

Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Greta Thunberg is 16 years old, 
Swedish and making Republicans very 
angry. Thunberg is an environmental 
activist and has spoken at many events in 
the past. 

Her efforts started with a small 
photoshoot, but soon escalated to such 
a degree that even the President is 
commenting on her. 

“She seems like a very happy young 
girl looking forward to a bright and 
wonderful future. So nice to see!” read 
President Trump’s tweet. Thunberg told a 
Swedish talk show, called Skavlan, that it 
doesn’t matter. 

“I knew that sometime he is probably 
going to say something about me and it 
was like it doesn’t make any difference in 
a way,” said Thunberg. 

In retaliation, Thunberg updated her 
Twitter bio to say, “A very happy young 
girl looking forward to a bright and 
wonderful future.” 

Thunberg has been upsetting 
politicians with what some treat as harsh 
words. In her speeches, Thunberg lashes 
out at the older generation, scolding them 
for letting the climate change situation 
get as bad as it is. 

“The eyes of all future generations are 
upon you. And if you choose to fail us, I 
say we will never forgive you,” Thunberg 
said at the UN Climate Summit in 2019. 

A point that Thunberg often brings 
up is her age. Her speeches force you to 
understand that the climate change issue 
is real and needs to be fixed, but not by 
her. 

Thunberg is leading this movement, 
but she doesn’t want to be. Thunberg is 
16 years old, and we are both of the same 
mind that she should be doing whatever 
16-year-olds do these days instead of 
trying to solve the older generations’ 
mess. 

“Since our leaders are behaving 
like children, we will have to take the 
responsibility they should have taken 
long ago,” said Thunberg. 

If you are unaware, I live in Louisiana. 
Probably not forever, but for at least two 
more years. And Louisiana has a lot of 
environmental issues as far as I can tell.

First of all, Mardi Gras is a once-a-
year, week-long holiday. Multiple parades 
are held during the week. It is awful 
for the environment. People go crazy 
during Mardi Gras and leave garbage 
everywhere, ranging from beer bottles to 
used condoms and of course, Mardi Gras 
beads themselves, still seen hanging from 
trees for months to follow. 

Second, it is impossible to live in 
Louisiana and not learn about how our 
wetlands are drastically decreasing. 
According to the Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority’s 2012 Coastal 
Master Plan, Louisiana is already down 
1,880 square miles of land since eight 
decades ago. 

When I was in second grade, I made 
a petition to save the wetlands. I got 200 
people at my little elementary school 
(St. Matthews in Houma, would not 
recommend) and sent it to the president 
at the time, Bush. 

In response, I got a picture of his dog. 
From what I remember, the dog was 

a small black thing named Barney. The 
picture had a stamp of his paw print 

on it, as if the dog had signed it. I was, 
with all of my little second grader might, 
absolutely furious that the grownups 
weren’t taking me seriously. 

Greta Thunberg, I feel you.
Except I don’t. Not really. Multiple 

family members have warned me against 
my liberal professors “brainwashing” me 
into believing the “climate change hoax.” 
These are the people that are taking Greta 
Thunberg’s childhood away from her. 

When I was a kid, I knew about the 
wetlands, but I didn’t have access to as 
amazing of an internet as we do today. 
I didn’t know about the temperatures 
rising or the ice melting or anything. The 
younger generations are getting access 
to politics and news faster and faster, 
and it’s causing an upset with the older 
generations. Now, we have access to facts 
and science. 

Greta Thunberg has facts and science. 
Republicans have money. 

Greta Thunberg should not be on 
stage in front of hundreds of people. She 
should be watching bad movies with her 
friends, or making awful TikTok videos, 
or eating soap; whatever teenagers are 
doing these days, Thunberg deserves it. 
She deserves to have a childhood. 

Instead, she spends her time scolding 
men three times her age in a desperate 
act to force them to get their priorities in 
check.

“I don’t want your hope. I don’t want 
you to be hopeful. I want you to panic, I 
want you to feel the fear I feel every day. 
And then I want you to act. I want you to 
act as if you would in a crisis. I want you 
to act as if the house was on fire, because 
it is,” Thunberg said. 

Are environmental issues on 
your mind daily?

No
33%

Yes
67%

Data generated from The Vermilion Facebook poll.Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Rivers throughout 
mythology have been a 
source of power and life. 
The river creatures and 
monsters were reflective 
of the destruction a river 
is capable of, while the sea 
spirits reminded us of its 
gift. 

I theorize that it was a 
societal response to how 
dependent communities 
were on rivers. 

Practically everything 
we know has come from 
a river culture. Writing, 
law and astronomy all 
found its basis in ancient 
Mesopotamia. I’m giving 
this history lesson so I 
can shift your perception 
of rivers and understand 
them as more than just a 
body of water, but as an 
important piece of human 
history instead.

With that being said I’d 
like to talk about a river 
closer to home, closer to 
us here at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
and closer to the region of 
Acadiana in general. That 
river is the Vermilion. 

I feel honored by 
our namesake. This 
shows how familiar the 
Vermilion is throughout 
our history and culture 
here in Lafayette. 
Recently, there has been 
more coverage over 
the Vermilion river; 
the reason for that is 
the unfortunate and 
dangerous flood in 2016. 

Now every politician, 
just like ancient 
civilizations, is staking 
their livelihoods on a 
river. The politicians in 
question are talking about 
dredging the Vermilion 
to avoid future flooding, 
but it’s still misunderstood 
whether doing so will 
have any serious impact at 
all. The US Army Corps 
of Engineers is currently 
studying whether it will be 
worth the time and money 
to go through with it. 

That isn’t to say I think 
it shouldn’t be done. At 
the same time, I believe 
we don’t fully understand 
the total environmental 
and economic impact of 
this action. Thus, I always 
approach with caution. 
From what I understand, 
the flood that happened in 
2016 was one of extreme 
rarity.

It was commonly 
touted as a “thousand-
year flood,” in which case, 
the Vermilion not being 
dredged wouldn’t have 
had a serious impact. 
What we do understand 
is that it will cost $50 
million to dredge the 
70-mile stretch that is the 
Vermilion River.

I don’t know about 
you, but every time I see 
my local government 
spending money I think of 
it as my own. If I feel close 
to it, like I truly worked 
for it, now that money 
is much more important 
to me. If everyone 
shared this perspective 
on government income 
the same way that I do, 
then spending 50 million 
dollars on dredging a river 
becomes very important. 

To put it in relation 
to us as students, let’s 
compare it to our 
education. As I’ve said in 
past articles, it costs close 
to $5,800 a semester to 
attend this university. That 
means that with this $50 
million, we can fund at 
least 1,000 students’ four-
year tuition.

1,000 students 
here, meaning 
1,000 more 
educated 
individuals 
entering our 
economy, half of 
which might be 
more effective 
than the 
dredging of the 
Vermilion itself. 
Ideally, both 
can happen, but 
when it comes to 
government and 
my money, it pays 
to be cautious. 
Yes, that pun was 
intended. 

Now let’s 
put this into an 
environmental 
perspective rather 
than just an 
economic one. 
With $50 million, 
we can fund a 
recycling bin for 
every Lafayette 
resident. 

It doesn’t seem 
like a lot, but 
with a population 
consistently 
growing as ours is, 
if even half of the 
community were to 
recycle more often, 
then our carbon 
footprint would 
be drastically 
reduced, on top of 
fostering a sense of 
responsibility for 
the environment. 
It would be a 
perfect way 
to show that 
Lafayette is 
environment-
conscious, and 
understands 
the need for 
a sustainable 
future. 

A river is not 
just a flowing 
body of water, 
and a community 
is not just a 
group of people. 
Just like a 
river flows, a 
community can 
push collectively 
in a direction. 
The privilege we 
have is choosing 
that direction, 
and choosing our 
end goal. 

The takeaway 
from all this is 
to look closer at 
what your leaders 
are spending 
money on. I’ve 
written a whole 
700 words and 
have still not 
taken a complete 
stance on whether 
or not the 
Vermilion should 
be dredged, and 
there’s a reason 
for that. I want 
you to decide. I 
want you to hold 
that money as 
important, and 
I want you to 
consider the next 
best thing that 
could be done with 
it. 

Never forget, 
every news story 
that says Lafayette 
government is 
spending money, it’s 
yours. Every dollar, 
every cent, it’s all 
yours. Think of it that 
way, and then you’ll 
find yourself doing 
more research. You’ll 
find yourself invested 
in these topics 
because it’s your 
money they’re 
investing. 

POLITICS

Local government 
dredging wallets

POLITICS

River redirection poses 
disastrous threat

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

I think we can all 
agree that we like our 
state. Sure, its people 
have their flaws and 
they often make 
mistakes, but the 
physical state itself — 
the bayous, the lakes, 
the forests and woods 
— is beautiful. 

This beauty is 
often a muse for us 
to create something 
inspired by nature, 
yet distinctly 
human. Our blue-
tinted canines 
and colorfully 
decorated pelican 
statues speckled 
around Acadiana 
come to mind, 
but I also like to 
think of hand-
crafted pirogues 
our earliest cajun 
ancestors created 
as a type of art too. 

After all, these 
boats are finely 
crafted, beautiful 
and useful; they 
also just so happen 
to use nature (in 
this case the trunks 
of trees) as the 
medium.

We are inspired 
by nature and we 
use its gifts to suit 
our purposes, but 
more often than 
not we don’t give 
back in the same 
amounts that we 
take, or we don’t 
give back what is 
due. 

The Mississippi 
River is a little 
bit of a point of 
pride to us down 
here in Louisiana. 
Besides Minnesota, 
where its trickling 
headwaters are 
located, we are the 
only state to have the 
Mississippi run right 

through us and we 
mark the gateway to a 
natural intracontinental 
highway. 

We tame, regulate, 
and course-correct the 
flow of this river to better 
ourselves, but in doing so 
cause irreparable harm to 
the environment. 

In changing how 
our waterways drain 
and receive water for 
commercial gain or flood 
prevention, we have 
inadvertently caused 
massive erosion of our 
coastal areas.

To show the power of 
what we can achieve, 
I would like to look at 
the Old River Control 
Structure, a marvel 
of engineering, 
but a source 
of unintended 
consequences.

The Red River 
and the Mississippi 
River used to be 
parallel rivers that 
each ran to the 
Gulf of Mexico 
in different 
ways. Over 
time, though, 
the meandering 
Mississippi 
intercepted 
Red River. This 
had the effect 
of making the 
Red River a 
tributary that 
flowed into the 
Mississippi and 
the Atchafalaya a 
distributary that 
flowed out of it. 

In an attempt 
to make shipping 

through the 
Mississippi faster, a canal 

was built that allowed 

water to mainly flow 
through to the Mississippi 
channel, with only a small 
river connecting the two 
bigger rivers.

Soon after, however, 
more and more water 
was going through that 
smaller river and down the 
Atchafalaya rather than 
the Mississippi. If this were 
to continue, then Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans 
would be cut out from its 
mighty waters. 

To prevent this, dams, 
levies and spillways were 
created to stop that from 
happening. This may be 
good for business, but it 
has shown to be terrible for 
our wetlands and coastal 
areas.

By setting up these 
barriers to prevent the 
movement of water, good 
proper sediment carried by 
tributaries does not make 
it to the Mississippi and, 
therefore, cannot make it 
to the gulf. 

As the Mississippi flows 
into the gulf and slows 
down rapidly, it would 
normally drop off fresh, 
land-building silt, but since 
we have completely reigned 
in how the river flows, that 
silt just is not there. 

In fact, one of the few 
places on the Louisiana 
coast to actually form new 
land is the Wax Lake Delta, 
which is the outlet channel 
for the Atchafalaya River 
and where a lot of silt is 
able to make it to the gulf.

If you couple this with 
the fact that sea levels are 
rising due to the earth 
getting warmer, you have 
a recipe for a seriously 
truncated Louisiana.

“Why should the 
wetlands matter?” one 
might ask. After all, it is 
just land. Well, besides 
being major habitats for 
native species, they also 
provide some of the best 
natural defenses against 
storm surges nature can 
produce. 

Wetlands are filled 
with many sorts of plant 
life. Plants usually have 
these totally vogue things 
called roots that bind the 
soil together and keep 
themselves, well, rooted in 
one place. 

If a hurricane or big 
storm comes along 
dumping and directing 
tons and tons of water onto 
land, the plants and lands 
act as barriers that disrupt 
water flow and slow the 
creeping of it onto land. 

They also naturally 
regulate the amount of 
water leaving at any one 
time so as not to allow silt 
and soil from inland to 
make its way out to sea, 
slowing and preventing 
erosion.

Now is when I would tell 
you about the solution that, 
if implemented, would 
change everything I just 
discussed and Louisiana’s 
coasts would be okay. But 
I don’t. 

There are not many 
proposals to help this 
situation. There is a lot of 
activism and information 
about this problem, but not 
many solutions. 

A popular idea that 
could work and makes 
sense to me proposes 
periodically flooding the 
region downstream of the 
Mississippi to send coastal 
building soil that way. 

Personally, however, I 
think the idea of letting 
nature take its course and 
letting the Mississippi flow 
how it wants would be in 
the best interests of our 
future state.
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Graphic by Andre Bourgeois
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Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

“Scratch is one of the rare South 
Louisiana restaurants-”

“Where you can find something green 
on your plate?” said Jamie Harson, 
farmer and co-owner of Scratch Farm 
Kitchen, aptly finishing my sentence.

Scratch has undergone an evolution 
from food truck to in-demand brick-
and-mortar restaurant astonishingly fast. 
Their farm-to-table approach to food is 
igniting awareness of a much-needed 
change to Lafayette’s restaurant culture.

“Everything’s fried, but people come 
here and they don’t notice that we don’t 
fry our food,” said Harson.

The farm-to-table movement is finally 
starting to generate some interest in 
Lafayette, a market where health and 
eco-friendly practices aren’t necessarily a 
priority. Harson and her business partner 
and chef, Kelsey Leger, are shifting the 
paradigm while ignoring anyone who 
says their restaurant is merely part of an 
expensive fad.

“A lot of farm-to-table restaurants 
make their food unaffordable and 
unapproachable,” Harson said.

There are only a few items on Scratch’s 
diverse menu that cost more than $10. 
The portions are generous, and the food 
is markedly fresh.

“We don’t make ‘farm-to-table’ a thing. 
It’s not a thing we’re trying to be, we just 
are,” explained Harson.

Scratch doesn’t indulge itself marketing 
this fact. Once you experience their food, 
it’s immediately apparent they’re doing 
something different and doing it right. 
Harson, who’s been farming for 10 years, 
puts an emphasis on sourcing food from 
local growers.

“We locally source everything we can, 
and when we can’t, we have to branch 
out,” Harson said. “But everything we 
buy is supporting an individual. I want to 
look someone in the eye and thank them 
for their hard work.”

Their plates, often packed with an array 
of seasonal fruits and vegetables, healthy 
starches and fresh meat, are the work of 
small farmers, rejecting the factory farms 
most restaurants purchase food from. 

Scratch embodies everything 
the National Dairy Council says is 
sustainable about the farm-to-table 
approach: 

“(Farm-to-table restaurants) are 
about making positive contributions 
to alleviate hunger, improving public 
health, promoting community vitality, 
conserving natural resources for the 
health of the planet and more.”

My experiences with Scratch line 
up fittingly with this criteria. I can 
personally thank them for alleviating my 
hunger (and plenty of other UL Lafayette 
students who may have been suffering 
from hunger) with their food truck’s 
$5 breakfast burritos and cheap lunch 
options. 

Unfortunately, the food truck is no 
longer going to be on campus, but their 
new location on 406 Garfield St. is only a 
few blocks away.

Their food’s quality and cost isn’t the 
only thing you’ll notice when you’re at 
Scratch. They will not give everyone at 
your table water, but you can go to their 
self-serve water station if you’re thirsty. 
If you want to take a drink to-go, you 
certainly won’t get a styrofoam cup; you’ll 
get a mason jar with the understanding 
that you’ll kindly return it.

“We’re working with the Green 
Restaurant Association to become 
the first certified green restaurant in 
Lafayette,” said Harson.

The Green Restaurant Association 
certifies restaurants under a set of 
standards gauging water efficiency, waste 
reduction and recycling, sustainable food, 
energy consumption, transparency and 
educational value.

“Hopefully it incentivizes more 
restaurants to follow suit, get rid of 
straws, styrofoam cups. We don’t need 
that,” Harson said.

Indeed we don’t. According to 
cleanwater.org, one of the monomers 
used to create styrofoam, styrene, was 
found in 100% of human fat tissues tested 
in a study. Numerous studies have also 
documented the detrimental effects it has 
on marine ecosystems.

Scratch isn’t doing this to be trendy; 
they’re an active part of a larger fight to 
increase the awareness of bad restaurant 
practices negatively impacting the 
environment.

“I think our role is to be part of the 
new paradigm, the new consciousness 
around how you get your food, where 
your food comes from, and what you do 
after you consume your food,” Harson 
said.

In addition to being farmers with a 
devotion to fresh food and artisans with 
a stellar sense of taste, they are crusaders 
pushing for a healthier planet.
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Scratch Farm Kitchen’s new brick-and-mortar restaurant sits at 406 Garfield St on Sept. 
27, 2019.

OPINION

Farm-to-table restaurant commits to 
locally sourced options, sustainability

OPINION

The fight for our ecosystem cannot 
ignore indigenous tribes and traditions
Eliott Wade
AFRICAN-AMERICAN COLUMNIST

Since the global climate strike earlier 
this month and the impassioned 
speech by Greta Thunberg at the 2019 
UN climate action summit sparking 
nationwide conversations, the fate of our 
planet is on everyone’s mind; and if it 
isn’t, it ought to be. We’re currently in the 
middle of a massive global extinction. 
In the midst of these discussions 
surrounding how to protect our land, 
we’ve been ignoring some integral voices 
that have been advocating for years: 
indigenous groups. Despite comprising 
less than 5% of the world’s population, 
indigenous people protect 80% of global 
biodiversity. 

A study published in the journal 
Environmental Science and Policy 
compared levels of biodiversity in 
thousands of areas in Australia, Brazil 
and Canada, the first of its kind 
to compare biodiversity and land 
management on such a vast scale. 
Researchers from the University of 
British Columbia (UBC) compared 
15,621 tropical areas across three 
continents, with great variations across 
climate, species and geography.

While area size and geographic 
location had little impact on species 
diversity, an unexpected aspect did 
— indigenous land management. The 
study reads, “We found that indigenous-
managed lands were slightly more 
vertebrate species-rich than existing 
protected areas in all three countries, 
and in Brazil and Canada, that they 
supported more threatened vertebrate 
species than existing protected areas 
or randomly selected non-protected 
areas… Partnerships with indigenous 
communities that seek to maintain 
or enhance indigenous land tenure 
practices on indigenous-managed lands 
may, therefore, have some potential to 
ameliorate national and global shortfalls 
in land protection for biodiversity 
conservation using a mix of conventional 
protected areas and indigenous-managed 
lands.”

Though this study was not conducted 
in the United States, it provides a 
framework for how to move forward 
here, especially in Louisiana, where we 
are feeling some of the worst of the effects 
of climate change. Indigenous groups 
have no choice but to rise up as advocates 

for change, especially since they seem 
to be the first groups to have their lives 
affected drastically by these events. The 
people of the Isle de Jean Charles, the vast 
majority of whom are Biloxi-Chitimacha-
Choctaw tribe, are being regarded as 
the first group of individuals forced to 
evacuate their homes in part due to the 
effects of climate change.

The Indian Removal Act, which forced 
American Indians to migrate west of the 
Mississippi in the 1830s, relocated the 
tribe here from Louisiana’s mainland. 
At the community’s peak, 300 families 
called Isle de Jean Charles home, but 
only about 26 remain. Erosion fueled 
by a mix of climate change and land 
subsidence accelerated by the extraction 
of groundwater, oil, and natural gas in a 
coastal area. 

The Louisiana Office of Community 
Development (OCD) won a grant in 
2016 with $48 million for the tribe’s 
resettlement but were it not for the 
staggering effects of climate change, they 
would be able to remain on their now 
historical land.

According to a study in 2011 published 
by America’s WETLAND Foundation, 
coastal wetland loss in Louisiana from 
1985 to 2010 averaged approximately 
a football field an hour (although the 
rate was not constant). As wetlands 
and barrier islands disappear, the wells, 
pipelines, ports and roads that make the 
energy industry possible will be more 
exposed to open water, wave action, 
storm surges and water traffic.

A branch of the Indigenous 
Environmental Network, L’eau Est La 
Vie (translated to Water is Life) has been 
an outspoken group against oil and gas 
companies, especially the Bayou Bridge 
Pipeline. The pipeline ran through Chata, 
Houma, Chittimacha, and Atakapaw 
territory, the same territory that would 
be used to protest the pipeline. The BBP 
was an extension of the Dakota Access 
pipeline protested at Standing Rock, 
which later did burst. On Aug. 9, 2018, 
a group of their protesters were arrested 
under “critical infrastructure” laws while 
kayaking near the proposed Bayou 
Bridge pipeline. This law introduced last 

year made it a felony to protest oil and 
gas pipelines. The now complete Bayou 
Bridge Pipeline has been involved in 
another legal challenge since April, as 
they may be in violation of their permit 
for operating without having an approved 
emergency response plan.

While political engagement and protest 
have been integral to bringing forth 
awareness and change, we need a shift in 
cultural awareness and laws that reflect 
it. The water and the land we live on is 
part of us: it provides the food we eat, 
purifies the air we breathe and gives us 
water to drink. We have a duty to keep it 
clean and to maintain the balance of the 
planet. The link between oil companies 
and climate change in Louisiana is 
virtually undeniable, and unless we begin 
to shift our economic growth away from 
oil production, we’ll only add fuel to the 
flames.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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CLASSIFIED:
The Office of Transportation Services

There will be Ragin Cajuns vs. Appalachian State game day bus service between 
campus and Cajun Field on Oct. 9.

The service will start two hours prior to the game and last until one hour after the 
game.

Will include six buses picking up at the bus stop on Rex Street and dropping off at 
Gate D at Cajun Field. 

 
This will be the quickest method for students to get to their destination. Additional 
bus service includes two buses picking up in front of the Union with drop off also at 
Gate D at Cajun Field.

 
Shuttle service will be available to residents of Legacy and Heritage apartments. 
The pickup point for Legacy residents will be at the cross walk on E. Lewis in front of 
Legacy. The Heritage resident pick up point will be in front of The Club House. The 
drop off point at Cajun Field will also be at Gate D.

This coulee runs near the University of Louisiana at Lafayette campus. Beyond 
draining stormwater, Graffiti Alley offers an open canvas to local graffiti artists.

Photos by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Take a look at the coulee students refer to as ‘Graffiti Alley’
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How do you reduce your 
impact on the environment?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Brian Tran.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Nick Song
KINESIOLOGY  Sophomore

“I recycle all the water 
bottles that I consume.”

Kenzie Miller
KINESIOLOGY  Sophomore

“I use a reusable water 
bottle to help reduce 
the use of plastic water 
bottles.”

Jonathan Thibodeaux
BIOLOGY  Sophomore

“I gave up straws to save 
the turtles.”

Savannah Hidalgo
PSYCHOLOGY  Sophomore

“I ride my bike or walk 
whenever I can to help 
prevent pollution from 
my vehicle.”

Rachal Magnum
NURSING  Junior

“What I do to help the 
environment is to use 
reusable straws. I 
always throw my trash 
and trash that I find 
away.”

Michaela Clark
SPEECH PATHOLOGY/AUDIOLOGY  Senior

“I always try to use a 
reusable water bottle 
and straws. At my 
house, we recycle 
everything.

Live oaks around UL shape 
campus ecosystem
Photos by Brian Tran / The Vermilion


