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CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

Lafayette’s annual Festivals Acadiens et 
Créoles kept its tradition alive by making 
the shift to online last weekend from 
Friday, Oct. 16 to Sunday, Oct. 18.

Festivals Acadiens’ Vice President of 
Programming and Development Patrick 
Mould said this shift is a historic one for 
the festival — although they could have 
canceled it for the year, they didn’t want to 
break that streak.

“Cause you know we’ve never put on a 
virtual edition of Festival Acadiens. I mean 
we’ve survived hurricanes and floods and 
dust and mud and rain; the festival has 
never been canceled,” Mould said.

What an online festival entails: 
a broadcast of pre-recorded music 
performances and cooking demonstrations 
streaming through Facebook and the 
festival’s website, food vendors such 
as  Taco Sisters, Café 20.3 and Johnson’s 
Boucanière selling merchandise in their 
standup locations, and an online art shop 
gallery and crafts shop.

There were other snippets of content 
between performances as well. Aside from 
the usual ads thanking Festivals Acadiens’ 
donors, they streamed short interviews 
with band members to introduce them to 
the audience.

The streams garnered thousands of 
shares and comments across all three days, 
with users cheering and talking to one 
another through the comments.

Festivals Acadiens was going to happen 
Oct. 9 through Oct. 11, and feature live 
streamed performances as well as the 
pre-recorded performances. However, 
Hurricane Delta prompted the organizers 
to postpone the festival a week and pre-
record all of the content they planned to 
live stream, according to Mould.

In the past, there hasn’t been an online 
component to Festivals Acadiens, but 
Mould said this is going to change.

“Look, moving forward there will be a 
streaming component to our festival, we 
can no longer ignore the digital universe,” 
Mould said. “We’ve kind of been ignoring 
it, but there will be cameras pointing at 
our stages and there will be a livestream 
moving forward. We can’t expect everyone 
to have boots on the ground in Girard 
Park year in and year out.”

 

Mould said the organizers will try to put 
out year-round content online, which will 
look a lot like what they’ll be putting on 
this weekend.

“(The festival) is also a great tool to 
promote the area, our area of arts and 
culture and music,” Mould said. “We 
can now continue to promote that on a 
year-long basis, so we are engaging our 
audience on an annual, year-long basis and 
not just the weekend of the festival.”

On top of wanting to keep up the 
tradition, Mould said the organizers 

wanted to keep up the festival because of 
the economic impact it has on the area, 
from the food vendors to the 21 bands to 
the production crew. The festival generated 
about $9.5 million for Lafayette Parish 
in 2013 according to The Advocate, and 
Mould said it has about a $15 million 
impact.

Several recorded performances are 
available on Festival Acadiens’ website, and 
their previous live streams are still up on 
their Facebook. Also on their website is a 
link to their online crafts fair.

Emily Miller
COPY EDITOR

On Oct. 15, the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette sent an email to students 
that said Homecoming Week would be 
rescheduled for Nov. 1 through 7. 

“We are working to reschedule 
Homecoming Week events and will share 
an updated calendar soon,” read the email.

According to the Director of Student 
Engagement and Leadership, Heidie 
Lindsey,  Homecoming was pushed back 

due to a change in the football schedule 
at the fault of another team coming in 
contact with COVID-19.

“We knew that we could not have 
Homecoming ready a week early and 
so we asked to move it to encompass 
the November 7th home game against 
Arkansas State,” said Lindsey in a 
statement to The Vermilion.

Homecoming court has already been 
selected and announced, and the showing 
of the court will still happen at half time. 
However, due to Sunbelt Conference 

COVID-19 rules, it will not take place on 
the field and will instead be shown under 
the scoreboard.

Kaleb Derouen, UL Lafayette’s 2020 
Homecoming King and president of Pi 
Kappa Alpha, said he was not expecting 
this opportunity, but the feeling to be able 
to represent the university in this tradition 
was unmatched.

UL Lafayette’s 2020 Homecoming 
Queen Tayla Weary said she was thrilled to 
see the judges saw what she had to offer to 
homecoming court. 

“I am so blessed and amazed that the 
judges were really able to showcase my 
personality and see me for the person I 
am,” said UL Lafayette’s 2020 Homecoming 
Queen Tayla Weary.

Addison Ceasar, a nominee from 
SOUL Camp, said being on UL Lafayette’s 
homecoming court is a huge honor and 
accomplishment.

Lindsey also clarified the Homecoming 
Week event structure with COVID-19 
rules in place in order to ensure social 
distancing. For the scavenger hunt, 
“instead of doing this event in groups, 
individuals will be challenged to find a 
hidden item on campus and return it to 
the UPC office for a prize. Clues will be 
posted each day on the UPC Instagram (@
upcatul),” said Lindsey.

For “Yell Like Hell,” events will take 
place as usual, but students will have 
to follow UL Lafayette’s typical social 
distancing and mask-wearing guidelines. 
The Greek Step Show will not be taking 
place this year, as well as the parade due to 
a city permit denial.

“We hope to have the cheerleaders and/
or Ragin’ Jazz perform and hope to have 
the coach and/or players speak. We will 
also present the Court as we usually do at 
this event,” Lindsey said.

A new event called pomping displays 
will be run this year. 

“Orgs will make pomp displays with a 
design that promotes UL Homecoming 
and school spirit. Displays can’t be 
larger than 5ft x 5ft and must be able to 
stand up. These will be displayed during 
Homecoming Week in front of the library,” 
said Lindsey.

Lindsey is encouraging organizations 
and students who have not yet participated 
to do so due to the date change.
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Amelia Jennings
NEWS DIRECTOR

As of Sept. 15 of this year, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette began using 
Blackham Coliseum for exams. 

The Coliseum is an alternative to using 
Moodle or other online testing sites for 
hyflex courses while COVID-19 is still in 
play.

“With hyflex courses, a major question 
was how do we provide faculty the 
opportunity to continue to assess student’s 
knowledge without creating the financial 
burden of online proctoring?” Jami 
Rush, coordinator of the testing center at 
Blackham Coliseum wrote in a statement 
to the Vermilion. “The Teaching and 
Learning subcommittee recommended 
establishing a testing center at a venue 
that is large enough to accommodate high 
enrollment sections in a safe, socially 
distanced environment.”

Other anti-Covid measures have been 
taken, including such that all personnel 
must wear a mask at all times and each 
testing station must be cleaned.

“We measured out and marked standing 
spots for students when standing in line to 
enter or exit, and we monitor students who 
do or do not clean their areas and follow 
behind them to make sure all areas are 
cleaned,” Rush wrote in her statement. “We 

also work with faculty prior to their tests 
to make sure the size of their testing group 
does not exceed our capacity limits.”

Given the circumstances, the Coliseum 
is considered to be an ideal testing 
environment.

“There’s the comfortability aspect,” 
Alexandra Humphrey, a graduate assistant 
said. “The lighting is really great. It’s very 
open so you can kind of see any kind of 
behavior that might be deviant or worth 
examining. It’s clean; there’s restrooms; 
clear instructions and of course our jobs  
 

as (graduate assistants), we’re there to help 
out in any way that we can.”

Although the testing center is not 
perfect, there is a survey that is sent out 
to students who have taken exams there 
weekly to help it improve.

The questions from the survey included 
whether or not there was enough time 
to take the exam, the ease at which the 
student found the testing center, and how 
the testing center can be improved in the 
future. 

“Thanks to those students who 
participate in the survey, we’ve worked 

to address areas that previously were 
unnoticed (signage for parking, 
megaphone so faculty can be heard 
throughout the arena, for example),” 
Rush wrote in her statement. “Overall, 
the student feedback we’ve received tells 
us that the students are satisfied with the 
environment.”

Some of the downsides to the Coliseum 
are that the air conditioning unit is very 
old and it is off-campus.

“Some faculty may not be able to 
administer their exam during their actual 
class time because they want to make sure 
students aren’t rushed to attend a class 
that immediately follows. We’ve tried to 
accommodate this by offering a wide range 
of hours of operation,” Rush wrote. “And 
as I mentioned earlier, we’ve coordinated 
with the Office of Transportation to allow 
for parking at Blackham and added a bus 
stop at the Coliseum for students who do 
not drive.”

While the testing center could be used 
after COVID-19, it is not anticipated that 
the university will do so.

“This is a temporary location for a 
temporary service given the unique 
situation we are in with COVID-19 
precautions,” Rush wrote. “We will 
continue to be available to faculty teaching 
hyflex courses until November 25.”
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On Oct. 1, the University Police sent out 
a notice to campus in an email, “Lafayette 
City Police responded to a report of an 
armed robbery at an apartment complex 
on Tulane Ave”. 

This is within a few blocks of campus, 
but outside of the jurisdiction of the 
university police. 

The email goes on to read, “the resident 
stated someone entered his apartment 
while he was sleeping, punched him in 
the face, and stole his cell phone and 
money from his wallet. There was no sign 
of forced entry, and the victim believes 
he may have left his apartment door 
unlocked.”

At the bottom of the report is an 
additional message, “This information is 
being provided in an effort to comply with 
the federal Jeanne Clery Act.”

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
puts out an Annual Security Report every 
October, in accordance with the Clery Act 
of 1990.

The university’s webpage on the subject 
reads “The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of 
Campus Security Policy and Campus 

Crime Statistics Act is the landmark 
federal law that requires colleges and 
universities across the United States to 
disclose information about crime on and 
around their campuses.”

This means that institutions of higher 
education are required to make crime and 
fire incidents publically available through 
the U.S. Department of Education, 
which has a webpage for looking up and 
comparing these statistics.

As part of keeping people on campus 
informed of these events and the Act, 
incidents are reported to the community at 
large through some means. 

The university’s webpage on the report 
says that it “includes statistics for the 
previous three years concerning reported 
crimes that occurred on campus, in 
certain off-campus buildings or property 
owned or controlled by the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette and on public 
property within, or immediately adjacent 
to and accessible from the campus.”

The same webpage says that “the 
report also includes institutional policies 
concerning campus security, such as 
policies concerning alcohol and drug use, 
crime prevention, the reporting of crimes,  
sexual assault and other matters including 
fire safety.”

These statistics are currently available 
for 2016, 2017 and 2018 on the 
Department of Education’s database. 

This Act allows for members of the 
university to be more informed about 
what is happening near the campuses they 
work and learn at, both through posts 
and notices by the University Police and 
through making the information available 
for research.

Before this law was passed, specific 
information could be significantly more 
difficult to get access to. One could 
look for such statistics for the cities that 

institutions were in, but not around the 
campuses specifically.

This allows one to focus on the 
situations closest to the institutions in 
question, showing if the crimes were close 
to campus or distant to it. 

This Act is responsible for many of the 
efforts to keep the campus community 
more informed about crimes on and near 
campus.

Police Reports
Compiled by Amelia Jennings

Oct. 17
l  At 5:28 p.m., a student reported a suspicious person performing an obscene 
act at 3 p.m in the Taft Parking Garage.

Oct. 16
l  At 2:10 a.m., officers came into contact with a suspicious person.
l  At 9:14 a.m., a student reported a stolen golf cart and objects worth over $600 
at the Cajundome at 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 15
l  At 9:29 p.m., a student reported a verbal altercation that occurred at Fraternity 
Row.

Oct. 13
l  At 8:01 a.m., a student reported a hit-and-run to a 2013 Nissan on East Saint 
Mary Boulevard that occurred at 7:55 a.m.

Oct. 12
l  At 3:48 p.m., a student reported a simple assault and verbal altercation 
involving a $405 hair weave.

Oct. 11
l  At 8:25 p.m., a student reported a hit-and-run outside of the Heritage 
Apartments involving a Toyota Camry and a Chevrolet.
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Blackham Coliseum as seen from Johnston Street on Sunday, Oct. 11.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

According to the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s COVID-19 dashboard on 
Monday, Oct. 19 at 5:15 p.m., there were 
three new confirmed COVID-19 cases 
during the week of Oct. 4 and four new 
cases during the week of Oct. 11, bringing 
the total number of confirmed cases 
among students, faculty and staff at UL 
Lafayette to 140. 

The amount of cases during the week 
of Oct. 4 were the lowest number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases found among 
students, faculty and staff in one week 
since the week of Aug. 30, when there were 
five cases.

The week of Oct. 11 had the second 
lowest amount of confirmed cases.

106 students and 34 faculty and staff 
members are confirmed to have tested 
positive for COVID-19 at the university 
since March 16, as of Monday.

According to Dean of Students 
Margarita Perez, the COVID-19 
dashboard doesn’t include positive tests 
that students, faculty and staff have 
reported themselves, but they are planning 

to add self-reported cases to the dashboard 
in the future. However, it’s been 22 days 
since Perez said this, and the university 
is yet to add self-reported cases to the 
COVID-19 Dashboard.

During the week of Oct. 11, five 
sorority members tested positive for 
COVID-19, and 16 sorority members who 
were determined to have been in close 
contact with the infected members are in 
quarantine, according to an email sent to 
students on Thursday, Oct. 15. The five 
infected sorority members self-reported 
their test results.

The university is hosting free walk-up 
COVID-19 tests near the student union 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., which is run by the National Guard 
and the Office of Public Health.

According to Chief Administrative 
Officer at the UL Lafayette Office of 
Student Health Services Madeline 
Husband, the results of tests conducted 
at the testing site near the Union aren’t 
sent back to the university, so it’s up to the 
person who was tested to report whether 
or not their test was positive.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

COVID-19 UPDATE

UL confirms 7 new cases 
in previous 2 weeks

UL using Blackham Coliseum for exams
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Caleb Williams
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As the 2020 football season continues, 
quarterback Levi Lewis proves himself to 
be a spotlight player. 

Standing at 5’10, 184 pounds and with 
a dominant left hand, Lewis defies all 
odds as he plays while being listed on the 
watchlist for the Manning Award, Davey 
O’Brien Award, and the Maxwell Award. 
He currently has 896 passing yards with 
a 57.9% completion rating during this 
season. Being named to all three of these 
watchlists makes him only one of 21 
quarterbacks. 

When asked about this accomplishment, 
Levi stated, “It’s an honor to be on the 
watchlist for all those awards. It’s an honor 
and a blessing that I thank God for every 
day as well as the guys around me. My 
teammates staying who they are. I’m really 
surrounded by good people. Hats off to 
everybody around me.”

After winning the Warrick Dunn Award 
in high school, Levi Lewis is no stranger to 
awards. During his career at Scotlandville 
Magnet High School, Lewis achieved 
the title of a three-star dual-threat 
quarterback.

The previously three-star, dual threat, 
award-winning quarterback showed 
plenty of potential for success in college 
but claims he learned tremendously since 
playing for the Ragin’ Cajuns. 

“Once you know what you’re doing and 
once you know what the defense is doing, 
it helps you play faster,” Lewis said. “It 
keeps you ahead and gives you tips on how 
everybody is tied together. For the most 
part, I have learned a lot mentally and took 
a big step from high school to college.”

The Cajuns became ranked in both 
major polls for the first time in program 
history this season. The last time they were 
ranked was in 1943 when they were known 
as the Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Bulldogs. 

“It was a big step up for the whole 
organization. It was a big deal, but I want 

to keep the team focused,” Lewis said. “I 
want us to stay focused and not worry if 
we are ranked or not. The goal is to win 
each week.”

The season shines bright for the Cajuns 
as they remain No. 1 in the Sun Belt 
Conference with a 3-1 record. 

COVID-19 has changed the way football 
fans and players are able to participate. 
For Cajuns’ fans, limited attendance is 
mandatory for their home games. With the 
Cajuns introductory ranked season, they 
are drawing excitement faster and fans 
want to show up and support. Not only are 
the fans affected, but the team is affected 
both on and off the field in unison. 

During the game against Georgia State, 
the Cajuns had nine players out due to 
Covid-related issues. 

“The leadership level of the players was 
high,” Lewis said. “The young guys acted 
like coaches both on and off the field and 
it showed when it came down to losing our 
guys that week.”

Due to  COVID-19 related issues, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns and the Appalachian State 
Mountaineers had to postpone their highly 
anticipated game. Appalachian State has 
won against the Cajuns back-to-back in 
the Sun Belt Championship and their 
quarterback, Zachary Thomas, is also 
listed on the watchlist to the same awards 
as Lewis. With both quarterbacks listed to 
the same awards and the Cajuns wanting 
to prove themselves, Lewis was asked if 
there was any sense of rivalry:

“I don’t see any rivalry between me and 
Zach. It’s just good old competition.” 

Lewis responded to the question of 
rivalry between the two teams with: “I 
don’t see it as a rivalry between our teams 
either. Appalachian State may look at us 
as just another game and see us as the 
underdogs”. 

With the Cajuns’ 3-1 record this season, 
the underdog persona looks bleak. 

Levi Lewis has played sports since he 
was 4 and looks to continue his career in 
football, whether that be on the field or off. 

When asked about what his future 
looks like, he stated,“I want to stay on the 
football side of business and ultimately 
own my own NFL team through moving 
up the ladder and hard work. I want to 
stick with football because I have been 
doing it my whole life and it’s something 
I love.”

Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

After a 45-minute weather delay in the 
87th minute due to lightning, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns posted a 2-0 victory on their 
home turf over Abilene Christian during 
their season opener. 

Throughout the game, Louisiana held a 
10-6 advantage in shots in the match and 
a 6-5 advantage in corner kicks.

Louisiana soccer ended their second 
game with a 2-1 win against Sun Belt 
Conference (SBC) champion, South 
Alabama, at the Foley Sports Complex. 
What a huge victory this was, as this was 
the Ragin’ Cajuns’ first win over South 
Alabama since 2016.

The Ragin’ Cajuns recorded their third 
2-0-0 start to the season in school history 
and first since 2012.

After leading the Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns Women’s Soccer team to a pair 
of victories at the start of the 2020 
season, juniors Jordan Higgins and 
Lizzie Mayfield were named the SBC of 
the Week in a vote by the league’s head 
coaches. 

Higgins, named the SBC Defensive 
Player of the Week, blocked 11 shots and 
posted a 0.46 goals-against average in 
both wins against Abilene Christian and 
South Alabama. 

Mayfield earned SBC Offensive Player 
of the Week honors after recording a pair 
of three-point outings to start the season. 
In the match against ACU, she scored a 
goal and added an assist which resulted 
in Louisiana’s 2-0 victory over Abilene to 
open the season.

Stephen F. Austin claimed a 1-0 victory 
against the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
Women’s Soccer team by overcoming 
a huge 15-4 disadvantage in shot. Both 
teams battled to a scoreless tie through 
the first half as the teams combined for 
five shots. 

In the final five minutes in a match 
against Texas State, the Bobcats scored a 
close 3-2 win in the Sun Belt Conference 
opener for both teams. 

Arkansas State, with a strong push of 
offense, posted a 1-0 victory over the 
Ragin’ Cajuns, leaving Louisiana with a 
2-3-0, 0-2-0 Sun Belt record. 

Keeping their heads held high, 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Women’s 
Soccer team fought back against ULM, 
leaving with a 3-0 victory in a Sun Belt 
Conference match. 

Louisiana (3-3-0, 1-2-0 Sun Belt) won 
its third straight match against ULM 
(0-3-0, 0-2-0 Sun Belt) and improved to 
9-0-1 all-time against the Warhawks at 
home. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns, who broke a 
three-match losing streak, were able to 

go deep into their bench with seven true 
freshmen playing at least 40 minutes. 

After Una Einarsdottir and Lizzie 
Mayfield each scored first-half goals and 
the Ragin’ Cajuns Women’s Soccer team 
left with another straight 2-0 shutout over 
Louisiana Tech, Louisiana Soccer walked 
away feeling good about facing the rest of 
their opponents throughout the season. 

Louisiana, now with a 8-3, 4-2 SBC 
record, picked up its first win over Texas  
 

State in seven years with a 1-0 victory in 
an SBC match. 

In its ninth match of the season, 
Louisiana posted a 2-0 victory over Little 
Rock in an SBC Women’s Soccer match. 

Two more wins followed, a 2-0 win 
against Central Arkansas on Oct. 11 
and a 2-0 win over ULM on Oct. 18. 
Louisiana will face Little Rock again on 
the 22nd, but this time at home.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Levi Lewis continues to shine on field

Ragin’ Cajuns soccer team starts 
strong season with past 2 victories

Sports

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Photo via RaginCajuns.com
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Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

Una Einarsdottir, a senior for the 
women’s Ragin’ Cajun soccer team, was 
born on Dec. 11, 1998, in Sønderborg, 
Denmark. Her cousin, Arnór Ingvi 
Traustason, has been a role model for 
her by playing soccer professionally since 
2013 for the Icelandic National Team. 

Before attending the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, Einarsdottir 
played in the first division in Iceland for 
Keflavik, leading her team to a top-three 
finish within her league. 

Einarsdottir is majoring in sports 
management, and her career ambition 
is to work for a sports organization in 
Europe. 

In 2017, Einarsdottir began her 
freshman season for the Ragin’ Cajuns. 
Even as a rookie, she played in all 17 
matches, while starting in 15. She saw 

991 minutes of action during the season 
and finished with two goals, two assists 
and six points. 

In addition, she had 10 shots on 
goal and 28 shots total. She scored her 
first career goal on a penalty kick for 
the game-winner against Southeastern 
Louisiana and converted two penalty 
kicks during the season. Einarsdottir 
scored the game-winning point in the 
94th minute at Arkansas State, allowing 
her to go forward with the season with 
even more confident play. 

During her sophomore year in 2018, 
Einarsdottir appeared in 16 matches 
during the season while earning a 
starting spot in six. While her playing 
time doesn’t appear to compare to her 
freshman season, she improved in other 
areas of the game. 

Einarsdottir was the team leader in 
goals (2) and points (4) while tying for 
the team-lead in game-winning goals (1). 
She logged 754 minutes on the season 

and ranked fourth on the team in shots 
(15). 

She gave Louisiana a 1-0 lead with a 
goal in the 43rd minute during a huge 
game against Auburn and scored the 
matches’ only goal against University of 
Louisiana at Monroe. with a shot from 26 
yards out in the 42nd minute. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns’ 2019 season was 
Einarsdottir’s junior season, in which she 
was elected team captain. Not only did 
she lead the team with her motivation 
and hard work, but she also led in shots 
(38) and shots-on-goal (19), playing from 
the center-mid position. 

She started all 20 matches for the 
Louisiana soccer team while recording 
three goals and one assist on the season. 
She saw 1,662 minutes on the field and 
made the most of every last minute to 
benefit her team as much as possible. 

During close games against Southern 
and Sam Houston State, Einarsdottir 
scored goals in back-to-back matches. 

She also led the Ragin’ Cajuns to their 
first-ever victory over the Chanticleers, 
which was crucial for the Ragin’ Cajuns’ 
ranking of the season. 

Unfortunately, Einarsdottir suffered 
a lower leg injury late in the first half 
of a match with Little Rock and did not 
return to the lineup until the following 
match against Appalachian State. Though 
this was not ideal for Einarsdottir, she 
still worked hard to motivate and assist 
the team with strategy. 

This 2020 season is Einarsdottir’s 
senior year and last season as a Ragin 
Cajun soccer player. So far, she has three 
shots, two shots on goal, one goal, one 
assist, and 107 minutes played. 

Her one goal made this season was in 
the first 25 minutes of a game against 
Central Arkansas, in which the Cajuns 
notched their school-record fifth straight 
shutout and officially recorded the best 
10-match start in school history. 

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns women’s tennis team 
has seen success in the past, with the 
women ending their season 9-2 before 
COVID-19 brought it to a halt. But with 
the addition of two newcomers, the team 
could see improvement in the upcoming 
season and finish with an even better 
record. 

The women’s tennis team is gaining 
a new freshman face, For Babette 
Burgersdijk, tennis runs in her blood. She 
is from Holland, where both her father 
and sister have tennis experience. 

Her father even owns a tennis academy 
and several of her friends play college 
tennis in America. 

“When people ask about my family, 
I always say we are like one big tennis 
ball because everything is surrounded by 
tennis,” Buergersdijk said. 

She started playing tennis at the 
young age of 4, and since then she has 
grown in skill and competed in several 
tournaments around the world. 

“At age 14, I was at my best. I played 
a lot of Tennis Europe and international 
tournaments. I think I’ve played in 
almost every country in Europe,” 
Burgersdijk said. 

With such talent, one of the main 
reasons Burgersdijk chose to play 
for Louisiana is because of her solid 
relationship with Head Coach Stephanie 
Vallejos. 

“I’m looking forward to adding her 
into the team and exploring the different 
elements in her game that we could really 
gain from,” Vallejos said. 

Another newcomer for the team 
is senior Christina Jordan. Jordan 

previously played for West Virginia 
where she was selected as Freshman of 
the Year, won the team’s first Big 12 title, 
and even secured a 16 win season. 

In high school, she was ranked at No. 
87 for top tennis recruits in the country 
and earned MVP honors two years in a 
row. 

Like Burgersdijk, Jordan also grew to 
love tennis at a young age. However, for 
inspiration, she looked to her grandma 
who also played at a young age and the 
Williams sisters, whom she grew up 
watching. Tennis just came naturally to 
Jordan, and she competed against girls 

much older than her in ITFs from the age 
of 10. Following that, she started playing 
in professional exhibitions and at top 
prep schools around the country. 

She was such a standout player that 
she had the opportunity to be a hitting 
partner with Venus Williams, one of her 
inspirations and overall tennis’ all-time 
greats. 

For Jordan, Louisiana was a good 
pick for her because she liked the family 
environment. “In order to perform better 
on the court, you have to have good 
relationships on the court,” Jordan said.  

Coach Vallejos believes in Jordan’s 
ability and that her performance will help 
the team.  

“I’m incredibly excited to have 
Christina join our program. Her 
experience at the college level will be 
an asset to our team. Her excitement 
to compete will fit in well with the 
competitive spirit our team has,” Vallejos 
said. 

Burgersdijk and Jordan will both 
be valuable additions to the Louisiana 
squad this season. With their talent and 
experience, the Ragin’ Cajuns are set to 
have an incredible season. 

Photo via RaginCajuns.com
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Junior Una Einarsdottir (8) kicks the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Troy Trojans on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Two newcomers have histories with 
the sport, looking to improve teams 

Senior Una Einarsdottir starting season 
strong, a vital piece of Cajuns soccer
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Being racist is one of the many things 
on the long list of reasons why Donald 
Trump is a bad president and a worse 
person, and the 2020 presidential debate 
only proved it even further. 

When asked to condemn white 
supremacists, Trump said, “Proud Boys – 
stand back and stand by. But I’ll tell you 
what. I’ll tell you what. Somebody’s got 
to do something about Antifa and the left 
because this is not a rightwing problem.” 

Not only did this effectively underline 
“racist” on the aforementioned list, but it 
also gave power to the Proud Boys.

Remember, Antifa isn’t an organization 
and the fact that he doesn’t want people 
who are anti-fascist in America speaks 
volumes about the kind of power he 
wants. How anyone who learned about 
dictators can still vote for him, I don’t 
know. 

In contrast to Antifa, the Proud Boys 
actually are an organization. Founded 
in 2016 by Gavin McInnes, it’s basically 
a group of racists, akin to a street gang, 
according to Shannon E Reid and 
Matthew Valasik with the Guardian. 
According to BBC, they’ve been banned 
from Twitter, YouTube, Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Two days later, Trump denounced 
white supremacy and the Proud Boys, but 
the damage had already been done. The 
organization took his words and ran with 
them, getting bolder than ever. 

But once again, Trump’s own words 
are being used against him. The LGBT 
community, at the will of George Takei, 
has completely overrun the #ProudBoys 
on Twitter. Originally a hashtag that 
white supremacists used, it quickly 
became flooded with photos and videos 
of LGBT people kissing and hugging 
their significant others. 

This is similar to the fate of the 
#AllLivesMatter and #WhiteLivesMatter, 
where fans of Korean pop group BTS 

overwhelmed them with photos and 
videos of the band. 

In both cases, it was proven that 
Trump’s biggest enemies are those with 
technology: those who know how to use 
it to find true, real research and science, 
and those who know how to use the 
internet and get things seen by millions 
of others. 

Even the Canadian Armed Forces 
have gotten in on the fun. In an effort to 
do what every other country loves most 
(frustrate Trump), they tweeted a photo 
of two men kissing with #ProudBoys. 
The Twitter thread goes on to denounce 
homophobia, saying, “If you wear our 
uniform, know what it means. If you’re 
thinking about wearing our uniform, 
know what it means. Love is love. Know 

what we mean?” This was followed by the 
Canadian flag emoji and the LGBT pride 
flag emoji.

The Royal Canadian Navy retweeted 
it, adding, “Our #ProudBoys Love is 
Love” followed by the red heart emoji, the 
Canadian flag emoji and the LGBT pride 
flag emoji. 

Thousands of people joined in on the 
fun, including Noah Reed, a content 
creator from New York. In an interview 
with the Washington Post, Reed said, 
“Aside from voting, I think a lot of us are 
trying to do anything we can to really 
make a difference or, not necessarily 
silence, but push back the neo-Nazis and 
the far-right groups that are spreading 
hatred.”

Reed also brought up the 
#BlackoutTuesday, an online campaign 
that didn’t go as well as intended. In 
support of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, people were posting black 
squares to their social media. While it did 
go viral across multiple platforms, all it 
really succeeded in doing was drowning 
out the voices of those involved in the 
movement, making it exceptionally 
hard to find those resources that were 
previously so abundant. 

“With this one, the worst that can 
be done from it is that group can be 
drowned out, so I feel like that’s a win,” 
Reed said to the Washington Post.

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

When it comes to criticizing the 
Trump Administration on its response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic there is 
no storage of material to work with, 
but there is one area that Congress and 
the president both share the blame: 
monetary relief. In a country that 
possesses unimaginable wealth, why 
was it that those in need could not 
get what was deserved? Why was our 
government so hesitant (and why do 
they continue to be hesitant) to care for 
their citizens hurting in a time of crisis 
due to the preventative measures forced 
upon them by that same government?

To see what I mean, let’s first look 
at the national aid that was provided. 

In March, Congress passed and the 
president signed the CARES Act, which 
provided a $1,200 one-time check 
for individuals with a $500 bonus for 
each dependent under 17, increased 
federal unemployment benefits by $600 
per week, established an emergency 
educational relief program, part of 
which required schools to give cash 
grants to students, payment suspension 
of student loans and enacted a 
foreclosure and eviction moratorium 
among many other means of assistance. 
The CARES Act was a brilliant 
bipartisan start at economic assistance 
from the government, but it did not go 
far enough. Or, more precisely, did not 
extend far enough into the future. 

Many provisions of the CARES 
Act are temporary. The drafters and 

negotiators of the legislation assumed 
correctly that eventually the virus would 
be conquered and things would return 
to normal. But they were short-sighted. 
Assuming the pandemic had started 
in March (when the stimulus act was 
passed, though it started earlier in the 
year), then we are seven months into 
this global crisis, meaning the stimulus 
and relief should have lasted at least 
this long (definitely longer considering 
the virus is still not under complete 
control). But that is not what the people 
were given. They were given one check 
of $1,200 to stretch over two-thirds 
of the year. College students were 
for the most part not eligible for that 
money because many are dependents 
of their parents and dependents were 
not eligible. And the enhanced federal 

unemployment benefits? Well, that 
ended in July, three months ago. It 
was not renewed over Republican 
opposition to the high level of benefit. 
President Trump instead pulled a 
possibly unconstitutional move in 
signing an executive order to guarantee 
$300 per week federal unemployment 
benefits.

 

“... the virus was not slowed 
to the point that was 
needed, so now we are 
stuck in a quasi-quarantine 
purgatory of being able to 
move about and not have to 
wear masks but still be 
restricted (this applies 
especially to restaurants).”

The unemployment rate skyrocketing 
from the pandemic response was an 
unfortunate necessity in order to curb 
the spread of the virus. Save for a few 
“out there” folks, I think the general 
consensus is that it was necessary to 
quickly slow the spread of the virus so 
life could resume as quickly as possible. 
Yet, many of our government officials 
— presidential company included — 
rushed to reopen society to “save the 
economy” before any meaningful effect 
on stopping the virus could be had. In 
doing so, the virus was not slowed to the 
point that was needed, so now we are 
stuck in a quasi-quarantine purgatory 
of being able to move about and not 
have to wear masks but still be restricted 
(this applies especially to restaurants). 
The consequences of all of these factors 
is a prolonged wound of economic 
stagnation, unemployment, burgeoning 
debt and continued social isolation.
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OPINION

LGBT community and allies on social 
media reappropriate racist hashtag

OPINION

The federal stimulus a good start, 
but prolonged aid is still needed

Allons

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Evan Hale
STAFF WRITER

You can not tell me that a team that 
has not played yet is ranked higher in 
the national rankings than a team that 
is 3-1.

Five teams that are ahead of the 
Ragin Cajuns’ in that rankings have not 
even touched the field this season for a 
game. The Cajuns’ were ranked 21st on 
the AP top 25 Poll behind Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Oregon, Penn State and 
Ohio State as of last Wednesday, but 
after one loss they are now unranked. 

The people that make these rankings 
really upset me sometimes with how 
they rank these teams. Mathematically 

and logically it makes no sense a team 
that has proven that they are good 
enough to be 3-1 like the Cajuns have is 
worse than a team that has not played.

That’s like having an 89.9% grade 
in a class and instead of the teacher 
rounding up to give you that A they 
round down and give you a C. The 
most they can do with those teams 
ranked above The Cajuns’ is to look at 
their rosters and speculate how good 
they will be. If we are basing this off of 
speculation then we are cheating some 
of these teams out of their rightful 
ranks. 

The highest of the unplayed teams is 
Ohio State at 5th in the nation. Now I 
get it, it is Ohio State and they are in the 

running for a national championship 
every year it seems like, but at the same 
time they have not played a game so 
how can we fairly say they are the 6th 
best team in the nation. 

The Cajuns are no longer ranked, and 
teams that haven’t even played are. I just 
think it’s outrageous for a 3-1 team to be 
under teams that have not played.

It seems like the rankings are very 
rigged, look at the last win the Cajuns 
got on a walk-off field goal. If Ohio 
State, Michigan, Wisconsin, Penn 
State or Oregon win a game like that 
they shoot to the top 10 immediately. 
Meanwhile, the Cajuns got booted from 
the rankings and had to wait for LSU to 
lose to Missouri just to get back in. 

Then when they do get back in the 
rankings their old rank of 19th is 
occupied by Michigan.  

The rankings should be based on a 
win/loss record like how it normally 
works in sports. The team that wins 
more is ranked higher. The ranks play 
favorites and it is starting to show 
during this crazy season. 

The Big 10 is not scheduled to play 
until later this season, and they should 
not be allowed in the rankings until they 
play. Right now we are ranking nothing 
against something because they have 
not played yet in my opinion. 

David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SATIRE–The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette sent out a mass email outlining 
its plans for an impending demon 
invasion, following a recent growth in on-
campus sacrificial activity.

The email went out to students today 
that outlined what they need to prepare 
for the invasion, which is projected to 
begin tomorrow, Oct. 22, and continue for 
three days and three nights. The university 
has yet to clarify on whether classes will 
continue throughout the invasion.

“The university is currently monitoring 
Satan’s forces as they approach campus 
and will offer a more detailed plan 
regarding classes in the near future,” the 
email read.

In the meantime, the university is 
asking campus residents to paint lamb’s 
blood on the doors of their dorm rooms 
in preparation for the invasion. They are 
also asking students to stock up on holy 
water and purchase a crucifix if they do 
not already own one. However, budget 
restrictions prevent the university from 
actually supplying any of these things.

“If you encounter demonic forces on 
your way to classes, hold up your crucifix 

and recite scripture in Latin, there will be 
Bibles placed outside every door at the 
Student Union,” the email read. “Small, 
impish demons will likely disperse in 
response, but larger, more ornery demons 
may continue to pursue you. Try to avoid 
their fangs and pitchforks. We apologize 
for the inconvenience.”

The university also reminded students 
that, be they possessed or not, there are 
still social distancing measures in place, 
and they still need to wear a mask and 
maintain six feet apart.

“Some warning signs of demonic 
possession include full 360-degree head 
rotations, projectile vomiting, green skin 

and the uncontrollable urge to consume 
human flesh,” the email read.

The university is also encouraging 
students to bring an umbrella and rain 
boots to campus, as there is a 99% chance 
of blood rain during the invasion.

Elle Raiser, a hospitality management 
major, said she organized several 
sacrificial ceremonies in hopes that 
Satan would provide a cheaper parking 
alternative for commuter students.

“I just wanted a parking space that 
didn’t cost $300,” Raiser said. “The way I 
see it, UL had it coming.”

Coincidentally, university 
administrators sacrificed a different liberal 
arts student everyday for a month with the 
aim that demonic forces would help the 
university remain accredited. 

“We’re one class cancelation away 
from becoming the next ITT Technical 
Institute,” UL Lafayette Vice President of 
Occult Affairs Bernard Enhel said. “We’ll 
sacrifice a million liberal arts students if it 
keeps our nursing program afloat.”

Belle Leaver, an English professor, said 
the university has sacrificed 15 students 
from her classes alone. 

“First they put my classes in the most 
depressing, foul-smelling and overall 
dilapidated building on campus and 
now they use my students for human 
sacrifices,” Leaver said.

Shortly after her interview, the 
university conducted five more sacrifices 
on the fifth floor of H.L. Griffin, in hopes 
that the demons will be too tired to 
torment the rest of campus after climbing 
the stairs. Classes will still be held in 
Griffin until further notice.

“If we think you’ll make less than 
$60,000 a year when you graduate you 
might be on the chopping block,” Enhel 
said. “Thanks for understanding and 
Geaux Cajuns!”
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Why are teams that haven’t even played 
yet ranked higher than the Cajuns? 
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SATIRE

University waiting to cancel classes 
pending a targeted invasion from Hell


