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NEWS DIRECTOR

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Police arrested a suspect on Thursday, 
Oct. 17, for stealing a purse.

UL Lafayette Police arrested Lane 
Trahan, a 33-year-old non-student from 
Breaux Bridge after a student reported a 
suspicious person staring at women in 
the library. After taking him in, police 
noticed he matched the description of the 
suspect of a recent incident.

On Tuesday, Sept. 17, in Burke-
Hawthorne hall, a woman told UL 
Lafayette Police a tall, skinny, white man 
stole her purse. The event prompted 
emergency emails to be sent out to all 
students on campus.

On Thursday, Oct. 10, Trahan was 
arrested after ULPD received a call about 
a suspicious man staring at women in the 
Edith Garland Dupré Library. The ULPD 
determined Trahan had been involved in 
a previous incident where he was asked 
not to return to campus. This is what 
prompted his arrest.

Public Information Officer Lt. Billy 
Abrams specified Trahan was arrested for 
“remaining after being forbidden,” not for 
being at Dupré Library as a non-student. 

“It’s sort of like trespassing. If we 
give you a warning to leave, and you 
don’t leave, or you return, you can be 
arrested,” Abrams said. “(Dupré Library) 
is typically open for folks to read books 
or look at books or get help with research 
they may be doing.”

Police found Trahan resembled the 
description of the purse-snatching 
suspect and arrested him for it.

 “Once they brought him back it was 
determined through investigation that he 
matched the description of the suspect 
from the purse snatching,” Abrams 

said. “We continued the investigation, 
of course, and determined that he was 
responsible.” 

Julia Anthon, a junior in the nursing 
program at UL Lafayette, said she was 
pleased to see UL Lafayette took the 
incident in the library seriously.

“I am happy that they were able to 
recognize something creepy was going 
on and actually did something to stop it,” 
Anthon said. 

The ULPD holds a training seminar for 
all people identifying as women in the 
Lafayette area every year to help women 
strategize to protect themselves in 
situations like the purse snatching. This 
year, the seminar was called “Empower 
Women Strike Back,” and was held at the 
UL Lafayette Police Station on Tuesday, 
Oct. 15 at 6:30 p.m.

“We like to educate the community, 
the student base community, faculty and 
staff and we open our doors to everyone 
within our community and right outside 
our community as well as in the city,” 
Lt. Michael Louviere, a UL Lafayette 
police officer said. “It’s very important to 
be able to educate them in self-defense 
techniques and why or how to be able to 
use those techniques, when it’s legal to 
do so.”

Anthon said she was glad ULPD held 
this event, as she said she feels as though 
she needs to be on constant alert on 
campus at night.

“Every time the sun goes down and I’m 
walking around alone on campus I feel 
unsafe,” she said.

She also said it would be a good idea to 
make the seminar for all genders and not 
just women. 

“You know, men can be assaulted too,” 
she said.
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AmeriCorps is a national service 
organization that uses service to help 
those in need and has done so for the 
last 25 years. 

The organization has a branch at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
that recruits students to help groups 
like Habitat for Humanity, the Office of 
Sustainability at UL Lafayette and other 
organizations.

“We partner, our members partner, 
with local non-profiteers,” Vanessa 
Adamson, the Program Director of 
AmeriCorps at UL Lafayette, said. “Our 
main ones are, like I said, the Lafayette 
Parish Schools, Lafayette Habitat 
for Humanity and then Rebuilding 
Together Acadiana are our big ones.”

Adamson explained AmeriCorps’ 
recent activities. 

“We just recently partnered with the 
Office of Sustainability here on campus, 
so we do a lot with the Zero Waste 
Efforts at the Cajunfield for all the 
football games and we help them with 
waste and helping with the greenspace 
here on campus as well, and we do a lot 
of other things as well,” she said.     

The President of AmeriCorps at 
UL Lafayette, Samantha Spoon, said 
she enjoys working with Habitat for 
Humanity the most.

“I love Habitat. I think that I talk 
about it the most because I think it’s the 
most involved with my interests,” Spoon 
said. “I work Habitat every Saturday, 
and I think the community they have 
plus like the obvious progress you see in 
your action is very rewarding. It’s really 
fun too; the team’s just great.”

A third-year member of AmeriCorps, 
Cameron Rosen, explained that he 
loves to work with students at Lafayette 

Middle School because he wants to 
watch them grow and succeed. 

“I serve as a teaching assistant, 
basically, at Lafayette Middle,” Rosen 
said. “I work alongside the students and 
the teachers to help them succeed. So 
I know a lot of them sometimes have 
trouble, and I like to be right there at 
their side, be able to kind of coach them 
through the struggles they deal with on 
a daily basis, but I enjoy every project 
that I can do.”

AmeriCorps has been a national 
organization for 25 years, and 
its members are celebrating next 
weekend, Oct. 25 through Oct. 27, in 
Baton Rouge with other AmeriCorps 
branches. 

“We’re really excited. Not this Friday 
but next, we will hop on a bus, and 
we’re going to go to Baton Rouge,” 
Adamson said. “They’re going to have 
a bunch of festivities there. We, all the 
AmeriCorps programs, are underneath 
the umbrella of Volunteer Louisiana, 
and Volunteer Louisiana is housed 

under the Lieutenant Governor’s office.”
Adamson said the organization will 

soon take a trip to the state capital. 
 “So we are going to Baton Rouge, 

and they’re going to have some break-
out sessions, and we’re going to hang 
out with some other AmeriCorps’ 
members and like former AmeriCorps 
members. We’re going to just hang out 
and enjoy the day. Then we’re going to 
have a complete swearing-in and saying 
the pledge together on the steps of the 
capitol next Friday,” she said.

AmeriCorps is a difficult organization 
to join and maintain membership, but 
the members find fulfillment in it. 

“I would recommend AmeriCorps 
to anyone looking to be a part of a 
prestigious organization. It’s hard 
work and it takes a lot of sacrifice, I’m 
not going to lie to you,” AmeriCorps 
member Adam Cole said. “We are 
required to fulfill over 450 Volunteer 
hours in 7-8 months. But, it’s worth it, 
or I wouldn’t have ever come back for a 
second year.”  

COMMITTED TO SERVICE

AmeriCorps at UL celebrates 25 
years since national founding
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Students listening to the self defense seminar on Tuesday Oct. 15, 2019.
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ULPD hosted “Empower Women Strike Back,” at the UL Lafayette Police Station on Tues-
day Oct. 15, 2019.

ULPD arrests man for purse theft, 
students attend self-defense talk 
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Emblem of Americorps found on their office building on Thursday Oct. 17, 2019.

Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

Emblem of AmeriCorps on their office building on Thursday Oct. 17, 2019.

Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

An AmeriCorps volunteer repainting a house on Friday Oct. 18, 2019.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA to vote on finance 
amendments next week

UL students, faculty weigh in on
recent state and local election results

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The Student Government Association 
held a meeting in the Helma B. 
Constantine Forum on Monday, Oct. 
21 at 5 p.m.

SGA used the meeting to preview its 
agenda for next week’s meeting. The 
agenda included two amendments to 
the bylaws. 

Amendment 6 is intended to 
change Article VIII, Section 1, 
Subsection 4 of the SGA Bylaws. If 
the amendment passes, all campus 
organizations and individuals seeking 
funds will only be able to do so once 
per semester. This will not apply to 
academic organizations or “individuals 
presenting.”

Amendment 7 is intended to change 
several sections of the SGA Bylaws. If it 
passes, it will establish a Programming 
Fund Committee who will be in charge 
of requests for money. The committee 
would be in charge of accepting or 
denying grant requests. Whatever 

grants the committee accepts would be 
placed on the agenda for the next SGA 
meeting.

The committee would be made 
up of the SGA Treasurer, the college 
presidents and the chairs of all Senate 
External Committees or a designated 
senator from the committee. The 
treasurer would act as the chair for the 
committee. 

It would also establish clear rules on 
what is not eligible for grant money. 
Amendment 7 states grant money from 
SGA couldn’t be used for faculty and 
staff, meals, or banquets and travel.

In addition, some new members 
were sworn in during the meeting. 
Freshman Senators Jasmine Hebert, 
Katelin Cormier, Destiny Broussard 
and Freshman President Lauren Turner 
pledged to “faithfully execute” their 
duties at the meeting.

“We’re just excited (and) really happy 
we got the positions. We worked really, 
really hard, and we’re working on an 
upcoming project in the future, but we 
can’t say what it is yet,” Turner said.

Jacob de Gruy
NEWS WRITER

 Last weekend, Lafayette Parish and 
city voters headed to the polls to cast 
their votes for numerous elections. This 
election was the first time in decades 
that there was a separate city and parish 
council. 

“The main difference in a split 
council is that national politics are 
really penetrating into state and local 
politics,” said Pearson Cross, Ph.D., the 
associate dean of the college of liberal 
arts. “This is important for electability, 
attitudes and changing people’s 
outcomes.”

With at least 200,000 more voters 
than normal from surrounding rural 
areas, this election had a much bigger 
turnout than previous elections. This 
could be because of President Trump’s 
entrance into the race in supporting 
Rispone, seeing as most of these rural 
voters voted for Rispone or Abraham.

“Edwards and many of his biggest 
supporters thought he would win 
re-election Saturday night by taking 
at least 50% of the vote,” said a recent 
article from The Advocate. However, 
Edwards did not get a majority vote, 
and is now in a runoff with Republican 
opponent Eddie Rispone. The runoff 
election will take place on Nov. 16.

There will also be a runoff for 
city-parish mayor-president between 
Josh Guillory and Carlee Alm-Labar. 
Guillory received 31% of the votes and 
Alm-Labar received 28%.

The parish school board races were 
decided without any runoffs, with two 
candidates, Tommy Angelle and Tehmi 
Chassion, winning third terms, as well 
as three new board members being 
added to the nine-member body.

Lafayette Parish also voted to transfer 
$10 million in library revenue to 
fund roads, bridges and drainage. $2 
million of this is said to go to parks and 
recreation. The library has been sitting 
on $26 million in revenue while the  
 

parish’s drainage needs are increasingly 
growing. It is estimated that $500 
million is needed at a minimum for 
capital improvements according to 
KATC.

Despite the larger voter turnout for 
this election compared to previous 
years, many students at University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette were not 
completely informed of the candidates, 
their goals or the results after the fact. 

“I usually pay more attention to 
policy, not candidates,” said freshman 
Cailin Magee. “I didn’t know much 
about these candidates, or the city’s 
politics, because I just moved here this 
fall.” 
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Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

Oct. 16
l  At 2:08 p.m., ULPD generated a report for a stolen chair from the Moody 
lobby.
l  At 6:26 p.m., ULPD was informed of four skateboarders refusing to leave the 
Cajundome. Officers arrived and identified the individuals.

Oct. 17 
l  At 12:19 a.m., officers were dispatched to Agnes Edwards Hall in reference to 
a bag of prescription medications found.
l  At 6:26 p.m., officers received information of someone vandalizing the quad 
water fountain and conducted an investigation. 

Oct. 18 
l    At 1:56 a.m., officers observed a suspicious person riding a bike through a 
breezeway and looking at bikes in Denbo Hall. Officers were dispatched, but the 
individual left prior to their arrival.
l    At 9:51 p.m., officers were called to Heritage Apartments in reference to a 
broken window. After further investigation, the officers identified suspects and 
forwarded the case to detectives.

Oct. 19
l  At 1:43 p.m., a university staff member called to report a suspicious man in the 
restroom of the Track and Field Facility. Officers located the man in the men’s 
restroom and found he had no affiliation with the university. Officers asked him 
to leave the property.
l  At 6:15 a.m., an officer arrived at Coronna Hall in reference to a theft. The 
officer made contact with the victim.
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SGA President Rachel Lautigar swore in Freshman President Lauren Turner and Freshman 
Senator Destiny Broussard on Oct. 21, 2019.
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Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

Sitting deep in the American South, the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette is not 
immune to a past of racial segregation.

When segregation was legal, 
the University was known as the 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute of 
Liberal and Technical Learning (SLI).

“In 1953, several black students from 
Lafayette attempted to enroll in SLI,” 
Michael Martin, Ph.D. said. “They 
were not allowed to enroll because of 
the state’s segregation laws. Therefore, 
they filed suit against the university, its 
president Joel Fletcher, and its registrar. 
The case became known as Constantine 
v. SLI, from the name of the first of 
four students in the suit, Clara Dell 
Constantine.”

“That makes SLI’s the 
earliest large scale 
desegregation of a 
previously all-white college in 
the deep South.”
Martin is a professor in the history 

department, and he organized the 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary 
of the desegregation of the university 
back in 2004.

“By the spring of 1954, it was evident 
that the US District Court was going 
to rule in favor of the plaintiffs, and 
Constantine and her cohort would be 
allowed to enroll,” Martin said. “That 
May, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its 
ruling in Brown v. Board, which declared 
separate but equal unconstitutional in 
educational facilities, and that pretty 
much sealed the deal. That fall about 90 
black students enrolled at SLI.”

And thus, SLI became a pinnacle of 
southern desegregation.

“That makes SLI’s the earliest large 
scale desegregation of a previously all-
white college in the deep South,” Martin 
said.

The university has clung to the idea of 
their peaceful desegregation. According 
to the university’s website, “there was no 

bloodshed when four black students were 
granted admission.”

But Martin reveals another point of 
view.

“Second, just because SLI 
was first doesn’t mean that 
the college or its leadership 
was particularly progressive.”

“Two things should be understood 
about the desegregation of SLI,” Martin 
said. “First, because it happened 
peacefully, many observers, especially 
those affiliated with the university, try to 
portray the desegregation as some kind of 
point of pride. In reality, this likely would 
have been peaceful, whether it happened 
when and where it did, or not. Almost 
every college desegregation in the south 
happened peacefully.”

Martin holds that  despite being 
first to desegregate, SLI was far from a 
progressive beacon in the south.

“Second, just because SLI was first 
doesn’t mean that the college or its 
leadership was particularly progressive. 
In reality, they had to be forced to let 
black students in. And they fought hard 
for it not to happen,” Martin said. “Even 
after black students were on campus, it 
was made clear that they could only go 
to certain areas and they were very much 
disliked by most of the school’s faculty 
and administration.”

An article by Darla Montgomery 
on KLFY holds that the event was not 
without issues. 

“The campus was spared violent 
clashes, but the progress was not without 
racial tension,” Montgomery said. “The 
experience was acrimonious…”

And it is that history that can 
sometimes still be felt at the university.

“Of course the separation of races 
is still evident here at UL. However, 
that has decreased dramatically in the 
16 years I’ve been a faculty member,” 
Martin said. “The big concern I have 
about this has less to do with interactions 

on campus and more to do with access 
to the university itself, something that 
is reminiscent of what was going on 
in 1954, although it is not necessarily 
something sanctioned by law.”

He admits that these issues are far 
greater than the university.

“If you compare the ratio of black to 
white students at UL to the ratio of their 
populations in Louisiana and even in the 
Lafayette area, it seems clear that they 
don’t match up,” Martin said. 

“I suspect that this is a failure of our 
underfunded primary and secondary 
educational systems, but it also reflects an 
economic issue: the wide disparity in pay 
between the races. In short, university 
educations everywhere are becoming 
more expensive, even with things 
like TOPS, and that’s putting college 
education out of reach for those who 
don’t have as much income.”

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
is in the beginning of what could be a 
major reform to how it handles its food 
waste.

For every home football game 
since September of 2018, the Office of 
Sustainability, with the help of student 
volunteers, has been collecting, sorting 
and sending any game day food waste to 
the Cade UL Experimental Farm in St. 
Martin Parish to compost.

Office of Sustainability Coordinator 
Monica Rowand estimated that each 
game generates slightly less than a ton of 
waste, and then went on to describe just 
how much work goes into collecting and 
maintaining it. 

“It’s more work in that we are 
physically doing it, but that’s what we’re 
being — good stewards of the materials 
that we’re creating,” Rowand said. “It 
would just be someone else doing work, 
and it would be work in a landfill.” 

Student volunteers first begin hand 

sorting the bags some time in the third 
quarter, and they usually end up staying 
around two hours after the game ends, 
according to Rowand.

The material then goes to the 
experimental farm. Manager of the farm 
Brian Kibbe then takes the waste and 
mixes it with hay, cow manure, wood 
chips, and sugarcane bagasse, which is a 
dry residue that is left after the removal of 
juices from sugar cane.

Kibbe then has to turn the pile to keep 
oxygen in the mixture. He estimated he 
spends about an hour a day just on the 
compost piles.

“And the benefits are that it’s reduction 
in size, it doesn’t take up land area in 
a landfill, it doesn’t put off greenhouse 
gasses from methane that is produced 
from sitting organic material, and then 
also it creates a beneficial byproduct ... 
the key part of it is we create something 
that can be used afterwards.”

The combined efforts between 
the research farm and the Office of 
Sustainability is a mutually beneficial one. 

Kibbe has worked at Cade farm since 
he graduated from UL Lafayette in 2000, 
and, according to him, the composting 
tools had barely seen any use for over a 
decade before Director of Sustainability 
Gretchen Vanicor reached out to him.

“ ... the key part of it is we 
create something that can 
be used afterwards.”

Vanicor helped set the farm up with 
other things it needed for composting 
and together they began the project.

“I think it’s a great thing; I mean, out 
here I try to do everything, I try to be 
a good steward of the land, you know,” 
Kibbe said. “No matter what we do out 
here we try to be good stewards, and I 
mean if we can take waste from a football 
game and turn it into something we can 
use I’m all for it.”

Reducing game day waste isn’t the 
ultimate goal, however; it’s just the start. 
The Office of Sustainability hopes  
 

to expand their composting efforts to 
include all campus food waste, but if they 
were to do so they would need a much 
larger facility — one that does not yet 
exist in Lafayette.

Lauren Prudhomme, a student 
involved with the Office of Sustainability, 
is currently working with a class to help 
engineer a commercial composting 
facility that they could later build for 
larger-scale composting.

Prudhomme and Joseph Nelson, 
another student with the office, explained 
how their efforts are inciting social 
changes as well as the given ecological 
changes.

“It’s hard to see like a huge impact 
right now because it’s so, you know, we’re 
laying out the groundwork,” Prudhomme 
said. 

“But, just the fact that we’re doing it 
and people are becoming more aware of 
it, I think is bringing more people to the 
football games, and just making more 
people aware of their responsibility to 
take care of their waste in a way that’s 
nicer to the environment.”

This informational and educational 
shift is something Lafayette needs, as 
Vanicor explained how, whether someone 
is recycling, composting, sending waste 
to a landfill or just giving food to a drive, 
most people don’t realize how much work 
goes into maintaining materials.

“We’ve sort of become under the 
impression as a society that, once you 
drop something in a can, whether its a 
compost or a trash can or a recycling can, 
that it just sort of goes away,” Vanicor 
said. “The reality of it is that there’s 
a whole huge process behind any of 
those. Whether it’s composting, landfill, 
recycling or food recovery there’s a 
process that goes into it. 

“And sometimes it’s very mechanical 
and there’s facilities at an industrial scale 
that is maintained, sometimes it’s very 
human sort of work force, labor-oriented, 
but at every scale, any of those choices, 
there’s work that comes after that.”

‘Good stewards of the land’: University 
plans to expand compost efforts

Professor discusses UL’s racial history 
and integration, issues remaining today
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Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

As the upcoming 2019-2020 
basketball season is approaching, 
it is time for fans and students to 
get excited for what lies ahead for 
the Louisiana women’s and men’s 
basketball teams. And on Tuesday, Oct. 
15, in Earl K. Long Gym, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns hosted their inaugural “Fan 
Jam.”

The Fan Jam consisted of fans and 
students, who could then meet players 
and coaches, watch entertaining 
basketball challenges and eat from 
local vendors. The basketball 
challenges were against the women’s 
and men’s teams, consisting of a three-
point challenge, skills challenge and 
many more. 

With all this preseason excitement it 
was still a serious moment to see who 
would take the crown as the best three-
point shooter and the best-skilled 
player. The Louisiana women’s team 
took the crown in both competitions 
leaving the men’s team no bragging 
rights. 

Freshman women’s forward Bre 
Porter defeated senior guard PJ Hardy 
in the skills competition. In the three-
point contest, junior guard Skylar 
Goodwin won by beating freshman 
guard Javonne Lowry.  

Lowry explained his excitement 
because of the atmosphere and how it 
made him feel like home. 

“I love the excitement we have here. 
I came here because it’s like a family 
here to me,” Lowry said. “So It was just 
a fun experience to see new people.”

Louisiana women’s basketball head 
coach Garry Brodhead believes it’s 
important to let the fans see a sneak 
peek of what the season will look like, 
alongside getting to know the players 
they will cheer on.

“Ragin’ Cajuns are a little different. 

They like to touch, they 
like to feel, they like to 
know you,” Brodhead said. 
“This is kind of a time 
where we’re not playing a 
game. We’re inviting you 
in to really meet our kids 
face to face, get a hug, and 
get a feel for what we’re 
really about.”

Louisiana men’s 
basketball head coach 
Bob Marlin said he was 
appreciative of the support 
of the fans and students 
that took time to catch a 
preview of the team and is 
confident that the season 
will make fans proud of 
what the team has been 
working on during the 
offseason. 

“Thanks to everyone 
for coming out tonight. 
We are excited to see 
our students here and 
to see our fans,” Coach 
Marlin said. “Season 
ticket holders, investors, 
everyone that is here 
tonight, we appreciate 
your attendance and we 
appreciate your support.

“I think you’ll really like 
this team; they are trying 
really hard right now and 
we’re going to put together 
a basketball team that you 
can be proud of.”

The Ragin’ Cajun men’s 
basketball team begins 
their regular season on 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, against 
Loyola in the Cajundome, 
and the women’s 
basketball team will open 
up their season in the 
Cajundome against Loyola 
on Thursday, Nov. 7.

Ragin’ Cajuns basketball meets 
students, fans at inaugural ‘Fan Jam’

Sports

Photo by James Mays / The Vermilion

Freshman Javonne Lowery talks with media on the court as the Ragin’ Cajuns men and women’s basketball 
teams compete against each other during Fan Jam at E.K. Long Gym on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2019.
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Sophomore Trajan Wesley high fives a young fan as the Ragin’ Cajuns men and women’s basketball teams 
compete against each other during Fan Jam at E.K. Long Gym on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2019.
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Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana football team bounced 
back from a disappointing midweek loss 
against Appalachian State by beating 
their rival Arkansas State Red Wolves on 
the road to improve to 5-2 on the season 
and 2-1 in Sun Belt Conference play.

In a rivalry recently dominated by the 
home team, the Red Wolves opened the 
game by driving 95 yards on 12 plays to 
score the first points of the game and take 
a 7-0 lead.

It took the Ragin’ Cajuns offense three 
drives until they answered with a nice 
touchdown drive of their own, scoring 
on a 1-yard touchdown run by running 
back Trey Ragas at the very end of the 
first quarter.

After Arkansas State scored on a long, 
16-play field-goal drive to take a 10-7 
lead, the Louisiana rushing attack took 
control of the game.

Ragin’ Cajuns running back, Elijah 
Mitchell, was the next to score, 
completing a nine-play 74-yard drive 
with an 11-yard touchdown run. After 
the defense forced a punt, running back, 
Raymond Calais, rumbled for 80 yards 
on the first play of the next drive.

An additional field goal with seconds 
left in the first half gave the Ragin’ Cajuns 
a 24-10 lead behind the efforts of the 
three Louisiana running backs and solid 
defensive play after the opening drive of 
the game.

After scoring on four consecutive 
drives in the first half, the offense came 
out flat in the second, allowing the Red 
Wolves to keep it close.

An interception and two punts by the 
Louisiana offense were answered by 10 
points for Arkansas State, to cut the score 
to 24-20 early in the fourth quarter.

Mitchell ran for his second touchdown 
of the game on the next drive, a huge 
answer to a Red Wolves team gaining 
confidence. The defense forced a turnover 
on downs by Arkansas State who needed 
to respond to Mitchell’s score, and with 
just over three minutes left in the game, 
Calais ran for his second touchdown to 
put the game away at 37-20.

An interception on the last play of the 
game for the Red Wolves offense gave 
Louisiana a big road conference victory 
to get back on track with the season.

In the rivalry between Arkansas State 
and Louisiana, the home team had 
won 12 of the last 15 meetings before 
this game. It is the Ragin’ Cajuns’ first 
win in Jonesboro, Arkansas since 2013. 
Louisiana is now 25-20-1 in the rivalry 
matchup.

The Louisiana offense ran for 315 
yards and five touchdowns on 46 rushing 
attempts. Calais led the team in rushing 
with 144 yards and two touchdowns on 
eight carries. Mitchell added 109 yards 
and two touchdowns on 23 carries.

Starting quarterback Levi Lewis 
completed 17 of his 24 passes for 181 
yards and an interception. He also ran for 
36 yards on five rushes. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns victory and loss by 
the UL-Monroe Warhawks put them on 
top of the Sun Belt West Division this 
week.

The Ragin’ Cajuns have a bye week 
before playing their homecoming game 
against the Texas State Bobcats on Nov. 2.

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

Every player doesn’t get to the front 
of the line immediately. It takes patience 
and dedication to stay motivated to still 
do the little things, even when you’re 
in the back of the line or, in this case, 
a walk-on. But, for redshirt senior 
defensive back, Deuce Wallace, doing 
the little things and continuing to stay 
hungry is the reason he now leads the 
line from the front.

Wallace is a hometown kid. The 
5-foot-10, 207-pounds senior began his 
football career at St. Thomas More High 
school. During his high school career, 
he wasn’t on the defensive side of the 
ball but played running back for the 
Cougars. Wallace was a two-sport athlete, 
collecting accomplishments such as 
second-team all-district and was captain 
his senior year, also, helping the cougar’s 
basketball team reach the 2013 Class 4A 
state championship. 

But, Wallace’s name is not unfamiliar 
in the halls of the Ragin’ Cajun football 
program. His father, Don Wallace, 
cemented his legacy with Louisiana by 
lettering as a quarterback from 1981-
1984 and is still ranked 10th in Ragin’ 
Cajun school history in passing yards 
with a total of 2,701.

Despite this rich history, Wallace was 
not given an automatic spot in the lineup; 
he had to earn it. And, with having to 
earn it, this meant the former Cougar 
running back would have to adjust to 
being a Ragin’ Cajun defensive back. 
Wallace did not see any playing time 
during the 2015 season and became a 
redshirt freshman for the 2016 season. In 
the 2017 season, Wallace appeared in 11 
games and was a member of the special 
teams cover unit. He finished the season 
with 11 tackles, eight solo tackles, and a 
career-high six tackles against Georgia 
Southern. 

After earning his first letter from the 
2017 season, the junior defensive back 
was ready to use that same motivation in 
the 2018 season. But, before the season 
could begin, there was one thing to get 
off the agenda. 

In last year’s spring game Louisiana 
football head coach, Billy Napier, decided 
that Wallace was deserving of removing 
walk-on from his name and titling him 
as a scholarship athlete during the 2018 
Vermillion and White Spring Finale, a 
decision that Coach Napier believes was 
only right because of the hard work and 
character that Wallace has displayed. 

“Deuce was kind of the leadership of 
the crew and the guy back there handling 
a lot of our communication and to make  
 

sure a lot of guys are doing what they 
were supposed to be doing,” Napier said. 
“He really took over that job of coach on 
the field. It kind of starts with him.”

Wallace doesn’t constitute himself 
as doing anything special but is just 
willing to always evolve into a better 
player despite the recognition, while also 
becoming a leader by simply just being a 
morally good person. 

“It’s definitely amazing and humbling,” 
Wallace said. “I never really carried 
myself as a walk-on. I always felt like I 
could play. I sort of stay in the mindset 
of ‘You’re not quite good enough,’ so I 
always find myself looking for more to 
get better at.”

“And being a leader isn’t a confusing 
equation that people lose sleep trying to 
find an answer to,” Wallace said. “I simply 
focus on being a man of character and 
treat people with respect. I don’t feel like 
I do anything out of the ordinary. The 
football part will handle itself.”

The 2018 season showed that the 
football part did handle itself for Wallace. 
He had a career year with the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, appearing in all 14 games. He 
calculated 40 tackles, three for a loss 
and one sack. With that, he also has 
one interception, two pass breakups, 
and a forced fumble, becoming the only 
member of the Louisiana team to record 
at least one tackle, tackle for loss, sack, 
interception, a forced fumble and pass 
breakup.

With an impressive season as a starter, 
Wallace still struggled with placing  
unnecessary pressure on himself and had 

to learn to just play the game as its given 
to him. 

“What I struggled with last season is 
self-inflicted pressure,” Wallace said. “I 
am my biggest critic and being a starter 
last year after spending the earlier part 
of my career on scout team, I always put 
unnecessary pressure on myself and I felt 
that affected my play at times. You can’t 
play efficient with pressure. It’s the same 
game I’ve played as a kid. I had to learn 
to trust the gameplay, my coaches and my 
preparation.”

Now with 2019 season underway and 
in full swing. Wallace made his goals 
for the season very early during the 
offseason, as his focus is on making big 
plays, but also helping the defense in any 
way possible. 

“My focus this year is to have full 
mental clarity of our defense,” Wallace 
said. “I want to be an extension of my 
coaches out on the field so we do not 
miss a beat. Another thing I want to do 
is make big plays; not just make plays but 
big, game-altering plays. 

“I feel like I left a lot of plays out on the 
field. I also feel like I had opportunities to 
make the big plays but settled for just the 
‘sure tackle’ or the ‘sure pass breakup’ just 
to be safe,” Wallace said. “I simply want to 
take more chances within the realm and 
safety of the defense.”

Wallace currently has a total of six 
solo tackles in the season, gaining two 
solo tackles in the Texas Southern game 
and one tackle for a loss. He also added 
another two solo tackle games against  
 

Arkansas State while assisting the 
defense. 

Even though the football 
accomplishments are of great value to 
Wallace, he also prides himself on his 
service in the community. Before the 
beginning of the 2019 season, Wallace 
was named to the Wuerffel Trophy 
Watch List. The Wuerffel Trophy is 
known as the “College Football’s Premier 
Award for Community Service” and is 
awarded to the student-athlete that shows 
exceptional community service efforts 
with athletic and academic achievement. 

Wallace is one of 91 players to appear 
on the watch list and is just one of 10 
athletes to appear on the watch list for the 
second consecutive season. 

In addition to his overall effort to be a 
complete player, engaging student, and a 
person of good character, Wallace has not 
forsaken the goal for the Louisiana team 
this year. 

As the Ragin’ Cajuns are currently 5-2 
for the season and 2-1 in conference play, 
ranking them first in the Sun Belt West 
division standings, Wallace made it clear 
during Sun Belt Media Day that the goal 
for the current season is to finish games 
and to finish strong:

“This season we need to finish games. 
We need to have the same level of energy 
throughout the games,” Wallace said. 
“Even though we would win them, we 
also allowed for other teams to come 
back in the game. We need to start strong 
and finish strong.” 

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

The Ragin’ Cajun Cheer Team take on the field before the game against the Appalachian 
State Mountaineers on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Senior Raymond Calais (4) returns a kick-off as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Appalachian 
State Mountaineers on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2019.

FOOTBALL

Ragin’ Cajuns win over rival Arkansas 
State, continue a positive record

Former walk-on Deuce Wallace steps 
up as Louisiana defensive leader

Photo via RaginCajuns.com
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FAN JAM
Members of the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajun 

basketball teams met fans and competed in 
challenges on Oct. 15, 2019.

Photos by James Mays / The Vermilion

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

The Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team won 
their two away games in Georgia over the 
weekend. On Friday, Oct. 18, Louisiana 
played Georgia Southern winning 3-1. 

The next game the Ragin’ Cajuns 
played was on Sunday, Oct. 20 against 
Georgia State. Louisiana beat Georgia 
State 3-0. 

In the Georgia Southern game, 
Louisiana won the first set 25-15 and 
the second 25-20, before losing the third 
18-25. After the loss in the third set, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns came back to win the 
whole match with their 25-19 fourth set 
win. 

Key factors to Louisiana’s win against 
Georgia Southern was their quick 
dominant start and overall teamwork. 
The Ragin’ Cajuns led in kill 57-47, 
aces 8-2 and assists 51-46. Though 
Georgia Southern led in blocks and digs, 
these factors were not enough to spite 
Louisiana. 

The first set started off with a 7-1 
Ragin’ Cajuns lead before a Georgia 
Southern timeout. The first two sets 
saw Louisiana produce a .340 hitting 
percentage. 

There were many big contributors to 
the Ragin’ Cajun’s success. Junior setter 
Avery Breaux had 45 assists while junior 
libero Hannah Ramirez added 14 digs. 
Junior outside hitter Hali Wisnoskie 
dished out 17 kills with a .273 hitting 
percentage. 

Senior middle blocker Dree’Ana Abram 
16 kills with a .394 hitting percentage. 
Together they combined for over 30 kills. 
Sophomore outside hitter Kelsey Bennett 
also added 4 aces. 

Following the Georgia Southern win, 
Louisiana won against Georgia State as 
well. 

The game saw a total of 27 ties and 11 
lead changes for a hard-fought win. The 
second set was an easy 25-17 win, but the 
first and third sets were a different story. 

Louisiana won the first set 25-23 with 
multiple attempts at comebacks that 
eventually saw the Ragin’ Cajuns shut 
down Georgia State’s efforts. The third 
set saw a similar fate with a 27-25 win. 
Important ace serves and killer hits 
finished the job for Louisiana. 

As a team, the Ragin’ Cajuns hit with 
a .279 percentage. Wisnoskie and Abram 
again stood out, adding a total of 28 kills. 

Wisnoskie specifically had a .500 
percentage, landing 16 kills on 32 swings 
without an error. Abram had her sixth 
SBC match with double digits in kills an 
over a .300 hitting percentage.

Abram also had two blocks, while 
sophomore middle blocker, Tia Jade 
Smith, had five. Breaux provided 
Louisiana three service aces as well as 
earning a double-double with 39 assists 
and 11 digs. 

After winning the Georgia games, 
Louisiana’s overall record is now 7-14. 
Their Sun Belt Conference record is 3-5. 
They are on a two-game winning streak. 

Up next, the Ragin’ Cajuns will take on 
Little Rock on Friday, Oct. 25 at 6:30 p.m. 
and Arkansas State Saturday, Oct. 26 at 
6:30 p.m. Both games will be held at Earl 
K. Long Gym.

This will be the first home game for 
the Ragin’ Cajuns since Oct. 5. As a 
whole, Louisiana will have four straight 
home games until Nov. 8. The Sun Belt 
Conference tournament is a month away. 

VOLLEYBALL

Ragin’ Cajuns secure 2 
wins over Georgia teams 

SOCCER

Louisiana loses footing 
versus Georgia State 
Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

After a win against ULM on Oct. 13, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns soccer team failed 
to keep their momentum going into 
their game on Oct. 18. Louisiana played 
Georgia State in Georgia. The game 
resulted in a 0-2 loss. 

The Georgia State game was the last 
away game of the regular season and also 
the third to last of regular season play. 
Last season, Louisiana played Georgia 
State at home, resulting in a 1-2 loss. 

Historically Louisiana has been 3-2 
against Georgia State since 2014. 

On Oct. 18, Georgia State had a clean 
victory over Louisiana. Though Georgia 
State outshot Louisiana 14-11, there were 
no penalties in the game. 

Going into the game, Georgia State had 
a 5-8-2 overall record and a 2-4-1 Sun 
Belt Conference record. 

Both of Georgia State’s goals came from 
the first half within the first 20 minutes of 
play. The first goal was by Brooke Shank 
at 11:22 and the second was by Jolie Ryff 
at 19:02.

The Georgia State duo assisted each 
other with their goals. After that, neither 
team scored again. 

Even though the Ragin’ Cajuns lost, 
they led in saves 3-2 and corner kicks 5-2. 
Louisiana also led 5-2 in shots on goal. 

The 16 fouls compared to Georgia 
State’s nine was also a factor in the loss. 
Georgia State’s goalkeeper Kendra Clarke 
produced a shutout after stopping two 
Ragin’ Cajuns shots. 

Five Louisiana players attempted 
shots throughout the game. Sophomore 
midfielder Telly Vunipola, senior 
defender Kaylie Powell, sophomore 

defender Gwen Mummert, and freshman 
forward Karleen Bedre all attempted 
shots for the Ragin’ Cajuns, while junior 
midfielder Una Einarsdottir led the team 
with three shot attempts. 

Powell came closest to scoring for the 
Ragin’ Cajuns with her shot at the 10th 
minute of play, however, Clarke was able 
to stop the shot from reaching the net. 

Louisiana now has a 7-6-3 overall 
record and a 3-3-2 Sun Belt Conference 
record. With this impressive record, they 
are ranked fourth in the SBC. 

Up next, Louisiana will compete in 
their final two regular-season games. 
On Friday, Oct. 25 at 7 p.m., the Ragin’ 
Cajuns face Georgia Southern. Soon after, 
on Sunday, Oct. 27 at 3 p.m., Louisiana 
plays Troy. 

The Georgia Southern game will be 
the Pink Game, honoring Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. 

The Troy game will be Senior Day. 
The game will honor senior goalkeepers 
Mackenzie Lee and Victoria Mendes, 
as well as senior midfielder Katherine 
Whitman and defender Kaylie Powell. 

Both games will be held at home and 
broadcasted on CST and ESPN plus. 
The games being at home is beneficial to 
Louisiana. Their home record is 4-0-1. 

Following these games, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns will compete in the Sun Belt 
Championships starting Nov. 6 and 
ending Nov. 10. The championship 
tournament will be held away in Foley, 
Alabama. 
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Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

I recently worked this last election as 
a commissioner, a job I’ve done for quite 
some time now. It basically involves 
me making sure that the process of 
democracy is performed correctly, and 
that everyone who wanted to vote gets a 
chance to. It’s not a hard job, but it does 
always gives  me a sense of perspective.

While there, I got a good sense of 
who votes most of the time, and since 
I’ve been doing it so long, whether these 
people regularly vote, even for small-
time elections. What this showed me is 
that the majority of people who vote are 
elderly, at least above 60 years old. At 
first, this was strange to me. I thought 
that for individuals near the end of their 
life, they would care less about the state 
of things politically. 

Then I gave it some serious thought. 
I came to the conclusion that these 
individuals are voting, despite possibly 
not even being affected by it, because 
they believe a certain way. They are alive 
and believe a certain thing. So it doesn’t 
matter how old they are, or whether this 
will affect them; they have inherent value 
for meeting those two prerequisites. 

What’s to appreciate in that? The idea 
that people have a voice. In the midst of 
worldwide chaos, with the Kurds and 
Hong Kong, it’s important to remember 
how pivotal it is that we have a voice. 

I had this conversation with a friend 
of mine, who’s a self-prescribed socialist. 
I had explained that the idea of life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness was 
revolutionary. 

He had said that everyone has those 
rights, the government just takes them 
and doles it out at will. I disagree. That 
inherently is an American perspective. 
Growing up in America makes you 
feel like you have those things innately 
because you do...here. Here in America, 
your voice is heard. Here in America, 
with all our faults, there is the possibility 
of changing something with our voice. 

There’s the possibility of representing 
ourselves with leaders, and deciding on 
our laws. We as a people have a scarred 
history, but a beautiful democracy. Some 
say patriotism is wrong; I don’t believe 
that. I believe one should take pride in 
their country, but also be critical of it. Be 
critical because the people are the only 
thing that can change it. 

So what does this have to do with the 
gubernatorial election? It has everything 
to do with it. This is your chance, this 
is your time to change things. To make 
a difference, to have things be as you 
believe. Whether your beliefs are right or 
wrong, it doesn’t matter. You have a voice. 
You have a life. You have the ability to 
change the fate of your family.

Take this opportunity, and like your 
elders, make a change based on your 
beliefs and your life. It’s not just your 
privilege, but your obligation. Have a 
good week and go vote! 

Morri Sampey
MUSIC COLUMNIST

It starts with an end. As the lights dim, 
all of the loud conversations and laughter 
surrounding you suddenly come to a halt. 

The silence doesn’t last long. It only 
takes a few seconds for the conversation 
to resume; the only difference is, this 
time, it’s hushed whispers and stifled 
giggles that fill the air. When the music 
starts, the voices begin to get louder. The 
queen finally makes her appearance on 
stage, the crowd’s sound level reaches its 
peak. 

There’s screaming and cheering and 
the noise is almost louder than the 
performance itself, but not quite. It would 
be so easy to get lost in the noise of the 
crowd if your attention wasn’t so wholly 
captivated by the performance on stage. 

They aren’t called queens for nothing. 
They know what they are doing, and they 
do it well.

But what exactly do they do?
Drag queens are an iconic part of 

LGBT culture and history. As defined by 
Urban Dictionary, a drag queen is “a man 
who dresses as a flamboyant woman in 
order to entertain others.” 

I don’t really like that definition, 
though. For one thing, a drag queen can 
be a nonbinary person, or even a woman 
as well, though the latter is rare.

I do think the flamboyant part is true 
though.

A drag queen’s makeup, clothing and 
general personality can be off-putting 
and even a little scary if you aren’t used to 
it. If I’m being honest, I still don’t really 
like the way drag queen makeup looks; 
however, I do agree that it’s an art. It’s 

extremely hard to put something like that 
on. 

Not only do drag queens have to dress 
the part, but they also have to dance the 
part, usually while wearing heels and 
wigs. That isn’t easy either, no matter how 
some drag queens make it look like it is. 
Some drag queens wear heels while they 
literally do backflips on stage, and I still 
can’t walk a straight line in them. 

A drag queen’s performance usually 
consists of a queen dancing on stage to 
some music, usually while lip-syncing 
to it; although there are some queens 
who deviate from that path and actually 
sing. The dance and music depend on 
the queen and her personality, but many 
queens share a common theme of being 
sexual. 

The sexual tension, wild makeup  
and hair, and the loud crowd can 
make someone’s first drag show a little 
overwhelming. That being said, a person’s 
first drag show can also be one of the 
most fun nights of their life. The energy 
from the crowd and the stunning dances 
put on by the queens are definitely 
something to be remembered, and it 
will almost definitely lead to that person 
going to more shows in the future. 

Drag shows are best enjoyed by groups 
of friends, so find some friends and go 
to a local show if you’re able. Not only 
will it be a great night, but it’ll also be 
supporting a local member of the LGBT 
spectrum, which is always a bonus. 

In Lafayette, the most popular shows 
are at BOLT, a bar in the area. You have 
to be 18+ to watch that one, but if you 
aren’t, you can always watch the annual 
GLASS drag show, which is PG-13 and 
open to all. 

LGBT

More than the memories: Attending 
drag shows supports LGBT performers

POLITICS

In the midst of chaos, 
it’s time to appreciate 
American democracy

POLITICS

Arnaudville council 
meeting exemplifies  
productivity, awareness

Allons

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

A popular meme about political 
science majors is that we are vote-
making, campaign-volunteering, 
senator-calling, news-watching, meeting-
attending, out-and-proud, political, 
robust citizens looking for any way to 
insert ourselves into the government to 
show how participatory we are. While I 
certainly won’t dispute that here, lest I 
call upon myself the shame of John Locke 
himself, I do have a confession to make: 
before last week, I had never been to my 
city council meeting before. Yes, yes I 
know, I can hear your dismayed, shocked 
— shocked — gasps from here, but it is 
true. Even worse, it was not even out of 
the goodness of my heart, but rather, it 
was for a grade in POLS 317, State and 
Local Government. I must say, though, 
in total stereotypical fashion, I loved it, 
and think everyone should try going to at 
least one of their own.

I live in the lesser-known Town of 
Arnaudville, which is near the slightly 
better-known Town of Grand Coteau, 
which is near the shining, progressive 
metropolis of the City of Opelousas. 
Arnaudville is a town of just a hair over 
a thousand people. It is a very calm area 
with a laid-back atmosphere that takes a 
little bit of worry off of your shoulders. 
There are little street restaurants, shops, 
and cafes bumping up against other 
similarly sized restaurants, shops, and 
cafes. There is not a lot of hustle and 
bustle around town, except, of course, 
if you are there Sunday when St. John 
Francis Regis Catholic Church opens its 
doors for a morning sermon.

The government behaves in a similar 
way to the greater city. The council 
meeting I attended was to the point 
and deliberate; there was no joshing 
around, no fighting or bickering, really, 
no argument to be had. Items voted on 
were done so unanimously and there was 
rarely much discussion because everyone 
was on the same page. If an issue like a 
sewage pump replacement came up and 
it was going to cost more money than 
what was anticipated, everyone knew it 
had to be done and so it was appropriated 
for. They seem to be pragmatic in their 
approach to how best to meet the needs 
of the city. 

This is certainly helped by the fact that 
they have great budgeting prowess. In the 
meeting I attended I was lucky enough 
to hear the results of the annual auditing. 
I was amazed that my little town has 
been keeping a more or less balanced 
budget for the past few years. Around 
two million dollars are brought in every 
year, and most of it is spent, but a small 
portion, of a few thousand dollars, is 
stashed away for use as a general fund 
in case any unexpected expenditures 
come up. The auditors presenting this 
information to the council were quite 
pleased with how the council spends its 
constituents’ money. They would often 
repeatedly mention how close they were 
in estimating how much each area of 
spending they would need. 

To exemplify this, let me quickly 
discuss what had not most conformed 
to the original budget. I mentioned 
previously the need for a new sewage 
pump. This was an unexpected, and 
pricey replacement. In the budget passed 
for this fiscal year, there was an expected 
sewage department deficit of $7,000, but 
the actual deficit ended up being $17,000. 
This might seem like poor management, 
but the new pump that had to be replaced 
was $10,000. If everything had gone 
smoothly, the council would have been 
right on the money for how much was 
going to be spent, but because they have 
the small issue of being unable to predict 
the future, they had to spend more.

I would have assumed, as I am sure 
most people would, that my local 
government is generally incompetent; 
that there are constant budget overruns, 
mismanagement of utilities, and 
seemingly no cooperation, but I found 
the opposite. I found people working 
together diligently and thoughtfully to 
keep the city operating with as few issues 
as possible. I highly encourage everyone 
to at least visit one meeting of your local 
government. Parish council meetings, 
or city council meetings, or even school 
board meetings are all within your reach 
and affect you the most. Your attendance 
is not just good for you (being informed 
never hurt anyone!) but it is also good for 
your council people. They see you, they 
hear you and, under enough pressure, 
will remain accountable to you.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Photo via Daniel Richard
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What is your favorite music 
album?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Brian Tran.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Khloe Cochia
SPEECH PATHOLOGY  Sophomore

“‘Starboy’ by The 
Weeknd, because I 
saw all the songs live 
and every single one of 
them is good.”

Alex Zappi
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  Junior

“‘Songs you Know by 
Heart’ by Jimmy Buffet, 
because I have the 
musical taste of a 50 
year old.”

Ross Clement
COMPRESSED MATTER PHYSICS

“‘Songs you Know by 
Heart’ by Jimmy Buffet.
The songs on the album 
bring me to a simpler 
time where I don’t have 
to worry about work and 
school.” 

Mia Montero
MUSIC BUSINESS  Sophomore

“‘When My Heart Felt 
Volcanic’ by The Aces, 
because I love how the 
four girls in the band are 
close friends and they’re 
just having a good time 
making music.”

Maddie Brinkman
SPEECH PATHOLOGY  Sophomore

“‘Rumours’ by 
Fleetwood Mac, 
because every song on 
this album matches any 
mood I’m feeling that 
day.”

Patrick Carroll
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING  Sophomore

“‘Random Access 
Memories’ by Daft Punk. 
Daft Punk’s tendency 
to create bangers plus 
their insane production 
budget makes it sound 
like your speakers are 
bleeding money.”

Jami Jacobo
COPY EDITOR

As the weather cools, the ghouls and gals 
of all things fun and spooky are excited 
for the Halloween season. What better 
way to prepare for Halloween than by 
sharing stories that tell of the eerie autumn 
traditions with ghosts, demons, vampires 
and, best of all, witches? 

Yes, witches! I like all kinds of witches — 
big witches, itty bitty witches, Mississippi 
witches, inner-city witches (shoutout 
Lizzo).

At some point in your education, I’m 
sure you’ve learned about the Salem 
witch trials. Maybe in English class you 
read “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller or 
your history teacher assigned a research 
project on the hearings and prosecutions 
of suspected “witches.” Whether or not 
the 20 people accused and hanged were in 
fact practitioners of witchcraft, the story of 
witches has resonated throughout history.

Honestly, witches are a staple of classic 
Halloween stories. History and tall tales 
have told the stories of wicked witches 
(whether real or not), and only recently 
have the stories turned into something a bit 
more light-hearted. 

Spooky or sweet, fact or fiction, witches 
are extraordinary beings and have made 
such an impact on our (spooky) culture. 
So, as Halloween approaches, I want to talk 
about witches. 

This week, I was inspired by one of the 
greatest animation directors of Japanese 
story, Hayao Miyazaki, and the light-
hearted young witch, Kiki, from “Kiki’s 
Delivery Service.”

Kiki leaves home to undergo a year of 
solitary witch training and finds a town 
where she quickly learns that being on her 
own will be more difficult than she ever 
expected. 

Studio Ghibli gives the audience a 
dynamic visual experience and follows 
a simple story about growing up. 
Determined to be the best witch, Kiki’s 
plans force her to grow up sooner than the 
other kids in the town. In a sudden change, 
Kiki’s plans are placed on hold, and even 
though initially she is overwhelmed with 
work, she eventually learns how to relax 
and admire her surroundings. 

The great thing about Kiki is that she’s 
determined and dedicated to proving 
herself a worthy witch. She accepts 
challenges with a tight grip on her 
broomstick and her companion cat, Jiji, by 
her side. 

Kiki’s universe is completely accepting 
and ecstatic about her being a witch — it’s 
a fascination of life. That’s part of what 
makes this film so easy to watch; it gets 
straight to the point. 

The plot isn’t worried about exile and 
dramatic conflict between different kinds 
of people, it’s just a story about a young 
witch growing up and accepting herself and 
her abilities. 

She’s the only witch of the town and 
while other kids her age stroll around town 
building propellers and doing more fun 
stuff, she becomes consumed with work. 

Reality sits in when Kiki begins to 
lose her witch abilities. Kiki, although 
distraught, does not let her inabilities stand 
in the way of delivering great service to 
the ones who have cared for her from the 
beginning of her journey. 

It’s when she loses her witch abilities 
that she’s reminded of what more she has 
to offer other than her being a witch. Kiki’s 
genuine relationships with her customers 
and friends reflect the reality that she’s 
a caring child — but also a very capable 
child. 

Kiki needed to be reminded to slow 
down and enjoy her time as a child. With 
the help of her closest friends, she finally 
gets a moment to enjoy her childhood away 
from work. 

Studio Ghibli is by far the most creative 
and sincere animation studio. Kiki’s story 
is entertaining and casual and reflects on 
the importance of living “now” and in the  
moment. The audience follows along in 
Kiki’s exciting journey and relishes in the 
simple moments as she transforms into a 
highly-trained witch. 

“Kiki’s Delivery Service” is a genuine, 
feel-good film reflecting on sweet 
childhood memories and definitely 
deserves a watch this Halloween season. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love scary, 
thrilling movies but this year alone has 
been filled with so much fear and hate, it’s 
time to do like Kiki and enjoy the sweet 
moments. 

Timothy Ledet
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Kanye West is no stranger to spouting 
his “beliefs” to the public. In fact, I would 
argue West’s history of demonstrating his 
ever-changing and baseless platitudes is 
unparalleled in pop culture.

Recently, West has taken quite a liking 
to Christianity and has seemingly shifted 
away from his role as an entertainer, 
into a new life as an evangelist. Is this a 
surface level change? If Kanye West has 
proven anything to me, it’s that his entire 
belief system sits firmly in the realm of 
the superficial. This is simply the most 
recent entry in the shallow Kanye West 
dogma, where reactionary stances are 
used to capitalize on hot-button issues.

Already, I feel like I’m being too harsh. 
I don’t think it’s my place to contest 
the legitimacy of anyone’s religious 
beliefs, but if it’s resulting in the gross 
commercialization of Christianity, I 
reserve my right to raise an eyebrow or 
two.

This change of heart might make sense 
in a different timeline. After all, West has 
never shied away from faith as a topic in 
his music. Songs like “Jesus Walks” and 
“Ultralight Beam” are prime examples of 
an observable Christian faith, but many 
of his past actions contradict or at least 
confuse the intent behind this latest 
development. 

For the uninitiated, West started a 
series of live performances in January 
known as “Sunday Service ” where 
orchestral, choir-led renditions from the 
Kanye West discography highlight his 
latest muse in gospel musical stylings.

These shows began as private, intimate 
events, with stray Twitter videos giving 
the world a glimpse of this new Kanye 
West. Eventually, public interest gave way 
to a public debut of Sunday Service at 
last summer’s Coachella, where attendees 
could purchase his absurdly expensive 
“Church Clothes” merch. 

Since then, West has announced a 
new album and concert film of the same 
name, “Jesus Is King,” while touring 
churches across the nation and abroad. 

Not all are receptive to West’s grand 
displays of religiosity, with instances of 
churchgoers choosing to walk out of 
these events and pastors warning that 
motives must be examined.

This series of events has apparently 
caused changes in West’s lifestyle. His 
touring pastor Adam Tyson gave a nice, 
little parable illustrating that on more 
than one occasion, West has responded 
to other’s vulgarity by saying something 
along the lines of “Hey, man, you can’t 
cuss when you’re with me. I’m a born-
again Christian.”

Additionally, it was announced that 
“Jesus Is King” will feature no cursing, 
marking the beginning of an era away 
from secular music.

This is all fine and dandy until you 
realize how incendiary and stupid West 
has been with his social and political 
commentary, a cue to disregard this 
newfound faith as a blatant display of an 
egotism guided by pseudo-philosophical 
ideals.

There is nothing profound about 
Kanye West aside from his music. I 
cannot imagine buying into the religious 
movement of a man who seriously 
suggested the abolishment of the 13th 
Amendment.

Again, I am not casting the judgment 
that West is incapable of sincerely 
converting to Christianity. However, 
with the recent track record of his moral 
compass and mental stability, I will 
continue to remain a skeptic.

Kanye West’s profiteering of religion 
falls in line with a long tradition of 
televangelists and pop culture Christians 
who capitalize off of a religious image 
and gullible believers. There are ways 
to disseminate the gospel to the masses 
without contributing to an ignorant 
musician’s cult of personality.

I will still listen to “Jesus Is King” but I 
certainly plan on using a healthy amount 
of discretion when evaluating his intent, 
and I encourage you to do the same. 
Honestly, it would be a joy if Kanye West 
proved me wrong, but until then my 
eyebrows remain raised in doubt.
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‘Kiki’s Delivery Service’ 
pauses Halloween scares 
for childhood joy

MUSIC

Unsurprisingly, it’s hard 
to believe in Kanye 
West’s newfound faith


