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The University of Louisiana College 
of Democrats (ULCD) created a petition 
for the university to cancel classes on 
Nov. 3 to allow students more time to 
vote in the 2020 election. 

ULCD Vice President, Lauren Suire, 
created the petition during the 2018 
midterm election with the same goal but 
was unsuccessful. 

The petition has gained momentum 
because it was picked up by the SGA 
and cosigned by the Young Democratic 
Socialist of Acadiana (YDSA.) The SGA 
continued to push the petition, and they 
created a survey asking student’s opinion 
on the matter.

“Canceling class on election day 
would not only bring awareness to the 
date, it would also allow some students 
the time needed to go to the polls,” the 
petition states. 

 

“The university canceling 
class and getting students 
out to vote is raising 
awareness for people who 
don’t participate in it.”  

According to SGA President Hailey 
Boutte, SGA brought this issue to 
University President Joseph Savoie’s 
attention, but he said it’s unlikely the 
university would outright cancel classes. 
However, it might be possible to excuse 
absences for students who missed class 
to vote.

“He’s not pushing for school to be 
canceled because of you know, the 
other hurricanes that we had, but he’s 
working on getting students, faculty and 
staff excuses so that your work will be 
excused that day,” Boutte said in an SGA 
meeting on Monday, Oct. 19.

  Suire said canceling class would be a 
great way to promote voter awareness on 
campus. 

“The university canceling class 
and getting students out to vote is 
raising awareness for people who don’t 
participate in it.”  

The voting percentage for college 
students is typically one of the lowest  
rated groups in the United States.  It 
serves beneficial for the university to 
get students involved as the winning 
candidate could affect their students as 
well as the university. 

“The politicians we’re voting for will 
affect education and how it is funded, so 
it serves beneficial for the university to 
get their students out to vote,” Suire said.

Some argue the university has had to 
make up too many days this semester 
between the two hurricanes and the 
already shortened semester. 

“There have also been numerous 
grievances regarding Election Day as 
students have requested that it should 
be listed as a holiday in order to allow 
students to vote,” The SGA survey states.

According to those who responded 
to the survey, the majority of students 
prefer to make election day a holiday 
and make up the day on a designated 
Saturday, as done with previous 
scenarios.

When asked about what students 
should do if they want to vote and 
classes are not canceled, Suire urged 
them to vote early. 

“There are two very common ways to 
vote early. One is a mail-in ballot, which 
every university student is applicable 
to do because they are a university 
student.” 

Suire then listed the second option, 
to which she gave her personal 
recommendation. 

“Voting early. There is a one-week 
period that encompasses the weekend 
so you can go home over the weekend 
and vote early that way.” Early voting 
in Louisiana occurs through Oct. 16 
through the 27, excluding Sunday, Oct. 
18, and Sunday Oct. 25. It occurs from  
8:00 a.m. through 7 p.m.

The ULCD continues to get students 
involved with politics through voter 
registration drives, forums sent through 
email, student political candidate events, 
and more to come. Suire said most 
students who participated with the voter 
registration drive say that they have been 
meaning to do this, but it was not until 
they were presented with it on campus 
that they registered. 

With busy schedules and tasks of 
everyday life, getting involved with 
politics can be overlooked, but the 
ULCD, SGA and the YDSA continue 
to bring awareness about politics to 
students.

Eliana Bartlett
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“Without debate, without criticism, 
no administration and no country can 
succeed, and no republic can survive.”

These words, spoken by President 
John F. Kennedy in 1961, speak to the 
necessity of discourse amongst Americans 
as a necessary vehicle for American 
sustainability. Nearly 60 years later, we 
find ourselves waist-deep in a tide of social 
change, and our discourse has escalated 
into its more extreme form: protest. 

As racially-driven protests across the 
nation continue, proper treatment of 
participants has come into question. Many 
argue protestors’ rights are being short-
changed, while others say law enforcement 
should crack down harder on protestors.

So what rights do protestors legally 
have?

Rick Swanson, a political science 
professor at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette, emphasized the legality of 
the locations of organized events. He 
expanded on the term, “public forums,” 
as sidewalks, streets, and parks. In certain 
instances, however, organizers must 
attain a permit in order to occupy these 
locations.

According to Swanson, an activist is 
more likely to encounter legal resistance 
when their actions become individualistic.

“You couldn’t do anything like harass 
people individually or threaten them,” he 
said. “You couldn’t block the entryway 
to a building, because that would be 
interfering with the function of that 
building. You can’t go on any private 
property.”

If a participant were to violate the 
legal restrictions within a protest, the 
punishment depends on many factors, 
according to Swanson.

 “It depends greatly on if it’s a city 
ordinance you’re violating or state law,” 
Swanson said. “Maybe the judge will give 
you a slap on the wrist and say, ‘The night 
you spent in jail is enough,’ or you may 
have to do community service.”

  Swanson continued to explain that if 
a protestor uses the opportunity of civil 
disobedience to vandalize or destroy, 
they would be charged.  As long as the 
demonstrator respects private property, 
they have no reason to be punished.  

According to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, if a protestor is arrested, 
they have the right to ask the police officer 
why. 

Protestors also possess the right to 
openly carry guns at an organized event. 
Licensed carrying is protected by the 
Second Amendment with understood 
accountability.

“One of the most powerful things we 
(Black Lives Matters advocates) do  
 

 
 
 
 
here in Louisiana is utilize our Second 
Amendment rights to show people that 
we are not so different. So, Lafayette got 
real uncomfortable when they saw a whole 
bunch of Black people openly carrying 
their weapons.” Devon Norman, the co-
leader and the founder of the Acadiana 
activist group the Village, said in reference 
to the event when the NFAC occupied 
downtown Lafayette on Oct. 3.

The NFAC is a collection of protestors 
encouraging the education and acquisition 
of weaponry for Black Americans. “That’s 
something that you don’t see when white 
people, white men, in particular, carry 
their weapons,” he continued.

Locally, there have been instances 
of friction between protestors and law 
enforcement, along with the former and 
their opposing civilians during Black Lives 
Matter protests.

Norman recalled when he and fellow 
protestors occupied the Circle K gas 
station on Northeast Evangeline Thruway. 

This is where local Trayford Pellerin 
was shot and killed by law enforcement 
on Aug. 21.  At this event, participants 
protested the gas station’s choice to re-
open just a day after Pellerin’s death.

According to Norman, the Circle K 
placed a trash can where Pellerin was shot. 

“So, that was the whole purpose of why 
we were doing that,” he said.

When asked how often his and other 
demonstrators’ rights are violated and in 
what way, Norman said that this occurs 
almost every time they take to the streets. 

“Whether it has been physically, 
verbally, and just constitutionally we have 
been violated,” he said. “You can go as far 
as to say that it goes against humanitarian 
laws, some of the things that have 
happened.”

The Lafayette Police Department didn’t 
respond for comment.

Norman went on to emphasize the 
importance of expanding support in 
the South of the Black community. He 
declared that the South could be the 
martyr for change in this country and that 
he believes it is ready for said change.

In response to the inquiry of whether or 
not participation has dwindled at protests, 
demonstrations, and sit-ins, Norman said, 
“What I will say about what is happening 
in LA is that there is a consciousness that 
is bigger than any number of people that 
would come out. You see, when the people 
are awakened, that is more threatening 
than the people walking the streets with 
guns. And the people are awakened.”
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Louisiana voters will decide on seven 
amendments to the state constitution and 
several other local propositions when they 
cast their ballot on Nov. 3.

The amendments will determine things 
like Louisianians’ access to abortion, 
the market price of oil wells, taxes on 
local businesses, and the allocation and 
spending of state funds. 

For more information, the Public Affairs 
Research Council (PAR) of Louisiana 
put out a detailed guide on all seven 
amendments.

Amendment 1: Declaring no 
right or funding of abortion in the 
constitution

Amendment 1, if it is passed, would say 
the state constitution explicitly does not 
protect a person’s right to an abortion.

The amendment comes in at a time 
where the state is almost setting up for the 
Roe v. Wade decision to get overturned. 

Louisiana already has a trigger law — 
or legislation that would go into effect as 
soon as the Supreme Court decision would 
be reversed — doing the same thing, but 
the amendment would prevent any judge 
from ruling that a residents’ rights were 
being denied.

Amendment 1 is one of the more 
frequently discussed amendments, with 
campaigns both for and against it. Several 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
students have joined the campaign against 
the amendment by running social media 
accounts on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Kimberly Meikalike, a junior biology 
major, manages the Instagram account  
@votenoul.

“Engagements been really high because 
the election is coming up really soon and 
early voting is happening,” Meikalike said. 
“A lot of people have been messaging us on 
the account how they’re really happy with 
what we’re doing and how they’re happy 
that they’re getting educated about this 
stuff, which is really important and I’m 
glad I’m a part of this.”

Amendment 2: Oil and gas wells 
and property assessment

When it comes to taxing a well in 
Louisiana, the assessment is mostly placed 
on what is above the ground. Amendment 
2, if passed, would broaden a well’s 
assessment of what resources lie beneath it.

The PAR amendments guide says, “The 
intent is not to raise or lower taxes on oil 
and gas wells in general. However, a shift 
in tax burden would occur.”

Basically, if a well is not expected 
to produce a lot of oil or gas, it could 
be assessed less than those that would 
produce more.

Although the oil industry says the 
change would not raise taxes, according 
to the PAR amendment guide, dissenters 
of the amendment say: “... the Legislative 
Fiscal Office stated that any effect on local 
tax bases is speculative. Some parishes 
could receive more in property taxes while 
others could receive less as a result of this 
amendment.”

Amendment 3: A rainy day fund for 
federally declared disasters

The state has a Budget Stabilization 
Fund it can use in an emergency when it’s 
short on revenue, and this amendment, if 
passed, would allow the legislature to use 
those funds in ways beyond just the fiscal 
emergency.

Although the amendment was 
written before the long-lasting 2020 
hurricane season, it’s coming in following 
destruction to Lake Charles during 
Laura, as well as damages elsewhere from 
multiple other hurricanes. 

If the amendment passes, the legislature 
could pull out up to one-third of the fund 
and put it towards whatever they’d need 
to put it towards. To extract the funds, 
both congressional houses must reach a 
two-thirds vote, and that would still apply 
under this amendment.

Amendment 4: Limiting state 
spending

The state legislature is restricted on 
how much money it can spend based on 
a growth factor, which is described in the 
Constitution. This amendment, if passed, 
would allow the legislature to adjust 
how the growth is calculated as well as 
imposing a 5% ceiling on the growth factor 
compared to the previous year.

There’s a lot going on with this 
amendment. First of all, to change the 
formula the legislature would have to 
reach a two-thirds vote. The companion 
statute with the amendment is to take into 
account GDP, personal income, inflation 
and population, which would grow more 
slowly than what is currently in the 
constitution.

Secondly, the 5% limit places would 
make the state government more steady 
and controlled.

“Louisiana government grows at either 
an unpredictable rate or too fast,” PAR 
says of the argument in favor of the 
amendment. “Once a budget is increased, 
it is politically difficult to cut it. State 
government spends every tax dollar it 
gets and when times get tough politicians 
either resort to budget gimmicks or raising 
taxes.”

However, the argument against says the 
amendment wouldn’t actually guarantee 
a more efficient government, only greater 
constraints on it. 

“Limiting the growth will 
disproportionately affect those areas that 
are not protected by fiscal provisions in the 
Constitution, primarily higher education 
and healthcare,” PAR says of the argument 
against. 

Amendment 5: Reducing taxes on 
manufacturers

Amendment 5, if passed, would allow 
manufacturers to negotiate deals with 
governmental bodies to pay upfront in 
place of being taxed on new projects or 
expansions.

The amendment is designed to 
incentivize manufacturers into building by 
giving them a cheaper option to do so. The 
payment agreement would be whatever 
is decided between the manufacturer in 
question and the local taxing authority, 
but the manufacturer would maintain 
ownership of the property.

Businesses already have access to ITEP, 
or the Industrial Tax Exemption Program, 
which currently allows the taxing authority 
to exempt 80% of the business’s taxes for 
up to 8 years. 

They can also use PILOTs, or payments 
in lieu of taxing, in which the government 
takes complete ownership over a title and 
leases it back to the business.

PILOTs generally give more money 
to the government up-front than ITEPs, 
but with ITEPs the business maintains 
ownership instead of it going to the 
government. 

What this amendment will change is 
local authorities can offer manufacturers 
the benefits of the PILOT (the agreed tax 
exemption could last for up to 25 years) 
without having to lease the project back to 
them.

“It’s just an additional tool to give local 
governments more power or more ability 
to incentivize business investment,” G. 
Pearson Cross, Ph.D., an associate political 
science professor, said. “They can cut 
better deals through this way, perhaps.”

Amendment 5 is another one that’s 
garnered a lot of public interest. The 
Louisiana School Boards Association, the 
Police Jury Association and the Sheriff ’s 
Association all support the amendment.

Critics of the amendment say it is more 
generous than the ITEP system and would 
move the tax burden away from businesses 
and towards citizens.

“Although the manufacturer might 
begin paying earlier than under ITEP, the 
company could get a better tax break by 
paying less taxes than would be due after 
the eight- or 10-year ITEP period expires,” 
PAR says of the argument against. “If a 
business pays taxes in advance, it will 
want to be compensated for doing so. That 
means the local government will receive 
less tax revenue, which could lead to 
spending cuts or an increase in taxes.” 

Amendment 6: Property tax breaks 
for elderly people and those with 
disabilities

Certain Louisiana residents are eligible 
for special property tax breaks — those 
aged 65 or older, those disabled in the 
military, surviving spouses of members in 
the military, and those “totally disabled” as 
PAR describes it — if they make less than 
$75,000 a year. The amendment, if passed, 
would expand the upper limit to $100,000.

“This just changes the upper limit of a 
property tax freeze for people who are 65 

or older or a few other people, so it’s not 
going to affect a ton of people,” Pearson 
Cross said.

According to the PAR, the local revenue 
impacts and the number of affected 
households are unknown, but most 
residents 65 and up are already eligible for 
the break.

Amendment 7: Creating a trust 
fund for unclaimed property

When unclaimed property is turned 
over to the Treasurer’s office, the office 
sends it through a program to either return 
it to the owner or, if it remains unclaimed, 
put the money into the state’s general fund. 
Amendment 7, if passed, would create a 
new fund specifically for this money, and 
the government would use this money to 
pay claims and invest any excess money, 
which could lead to a greater accumulation 
of wealth before sending it to the general 
fund.

If the amendment isn’t passed, the 
money would just go towards what it’s 
already going towards. It really just sets 
up an extra step between the Treasurer 
receiving the unclaimed property and 
turning it over to the local government. 

Historically, whatever money was 
leftover would go straight to the trust fund, 
and the state would use it to balance the 
budget year-to-year.

“The good government way would say 
‘Well you should probably put it in a trust 
fund and pay claims based on interest 
or do some other stuff with it,’” Pearson 
Cross said. He also said it “would have 
practically no effect.”

And that’s the last of the amendments. 
There will be a vote in every parish in 
Louisiana to determine if sports betting 
should be legal in said parish, however 
according to The Current, even if a parish 
votes yes, it would still need to wait on 
state legislation for sports betting to 
become legal.

Lafayette parish will also have a 
proposition to slightly reappropriate 
money that would be going to the cultural 
economy to instead be put towards rural 
fire protection and parish roads. The 
money amounts to a little over $500,000.

The parish also has a proposition to 
renew a property tax for the construction 
and maintenance of public schools. It 
would generate about $11.7 million 
according to The Current. It would come 
at a 5-mill rate.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Amelia Jennings

Oct. 24
l  At 8:37 a.m., someone fell at Our Lady of Wisdom. 

Oct. 23
l  At 10:31 a.m., officers filed a report for lost keys on Oct. 2 at 9:00 p.m.
l  At 4:28 p.m., a student reported that their 2015 Nissan Altima had been hit 
while parked at the Legacy Park Apartment Parking Lot at midnight.

Oct. 21
l  At 7:58 a.m., a student reported 2.6 grams of marijuana in the Student Union 
at 6:45 a.m.
l  At 9:27 a.m., officers filed a report of a woman arrested for speeding with an 
outstanding warrant.  

Oct. 20
l  At 1:25 p.m., a student reported that her friend was about to attempt to self 
harm at the Conference Center.
l  At 8:52 p.m. on Girard Park Circle, a student reported a peace disturbance.
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Amendment Guide: Louisiana voters to 
cast ballot on abortion, tax exemptions

COVID-19 UPDATE:

UL adds self reports to 
Covid dashboard
David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
updated their COVID-19 dashboard to 
include self-reported cases, revealing 
that many more students have contracted 
the virus than the university previously 
reported.

According to the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s COVID-19 dashboard on 
Monday, Oct. 19 at 5:15 p.m., there were 
only 140 cases among UL Lafayette faculty, 
staff and students. There are now 295 cases 
reported on the dashboard, as of Monday, 
Oct. 26 at 5:49 p.m.

According to the dashboard, as of 
Monday, the university has confirmed 
100 students and 139 staff members have 

contracted the virus themselves, and 156 
students have told the university they’ve 
tested positive.

There were 10 self-reported cases during 
the week of Oct. 18 and no confirmed 
cases.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff and 
student workers. Self-reported tests were 
taken by off-campus health care providers. 
Students in this category sent their results 
to the Dean of Students themselves, 
according to the university’s COVID-19 
Dashboard.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates. 



THE VERMILION   |   OCTOBER 28, 2020   3

Amelia Jennings
NEWS DIRECTOR

The Student Government Association 
(SGA) is an on-campus legislative 
liaison between students and university 
administration, but many students aren’t 
aware of the organization’s role or even 
who their representatives are.

“Sometimes students don’t take 
advantage of the opportunities to meet the 
candidates, Dean of Students Margarita 

Perez, the faculty advisor for SGA, said. 
“I think in some ways there’s personal 
responsibility... making sure as a voter, I 
have a personal responsibility to make sure 
I know what I’m voting for (and) who I’m 
voting for.”

According to Perez, SGA is a 
mechanism for students to make their 
voice heard in regards to university 
decisions.

“The SGA is really the voice of students,” 
Dean of Students Margarita Perez, the 

faculty advisor for SGA, said. “And so, 
their job is to advocate for students in 
ways that provide for a better academic 
experience, a better engagement 
experience and an overall better college 
experience.”

Some of the programs that have been 
supported and/or sponsored by the SGA 
include Campus Cupboard and the Red 
Dot Discount Program, an agreement 
between businesses and the university. 

“SGA provides a lot of services and 

students aren’t always aware of them,” 
Bethany Sistrunk, the Vice President of 
SGA said. “So it’s always a goal of mine to 
spread the word about those services that 
are available and make sure that students 
are taking advantage of everything that’s 
offered to them.”

SGA is set up to run like a mini-
government for the university in that it has 
elected officials that follow a constitution, 
vote on bylaws and listen to students’ 
concerns.

Unlike the larger governments of 
the state and the country, however, in 
SGA there is significantly less discourse. 
Sistrunk said she doesn’t believe this is an 
issue. 

“A lot of times people do just vote yes 
because we have that money there and 
we want to give it to students as much 
as we possibly can,” Sistrunk said. “So 
usually there’s not much debate when it 
comes to that because we want to fund 
those students to be able to go do those 
things. There’s very rarely legislation that’s 
controversial.”

SGA has also provided students with 
resources and encouragement to vote in 
the current election and has proposed that 
students are allowed an excused absence 
on election day. 

“I know there’s a lot of student 
organizations who are encouraging 
students to vote right now, but I’m hoping 
that we can still make that impact and play 
a part, and encouraging students to go out 
and vote and take that time to vote, even 
if we don’t have the day off from school,” 
Sistrunk said. 

“If they have to miss class to go vote but 
they say their excuse, ‘I was going to vote,’ 
they would be excused,” she said. “So, it 
wouldn’t just be counted as absent by their 
professor. We’ve been trying to do that for 
students so they feel like they can go vote 
and they can take the time to do that.”

UL community discusses ways for 
students to be politically engaged

Ethan Pitre
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There are many ways to become more 
politically aware and involved at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, with 
opportunities for participation in the 
local community.

Dustin Andras, a member of the UL 
College Democrats and secretary for the 
Young Democratic Socialists of Acadiana, 
encouraged students to pay attention to 
more than just the presidential election. 

“A lot of people say, ‘My vote doesn’t 
count.’ And when that comes to 
presidential elections, that’s kind of true, 
depending on where you are,” Andras 
said. “In local elections, your vote 
definitely counts. Not just your vote, but 
your actions.”

Involvement in and awareness of one’s 
local community and organizations 
is emphasized by Andras as most 
important.

“One of the major reasons that 
Republicans have been so successful 
lately is that they’ve really put a focus 
on getting people elected to smaller 
local positions to build their credibility, 
and eventually getting them in federal 
positions,” Andras said.

“There are multiple ways for 
Republican students at UL to get involved 
with politics, and one of the easiest ways 
is with the College Republicans,” Rachel 
Howard, President of the UL Lafayette 
College Republican and State chair for 
the Louisiana Federation of College 
Republicans, wrote in a statement to the 
Vermilion.

“For students looking to attend events, 
connect with like-minded individuals, 
and make a difference, the UL College 
Republicans is the place to do it,” Howard 
wrote in her statement.

One example given for these kinds 
of events included one this semester 
involving Louisiana Congressperson 
Steve Scalise. 

“There are paid and non paid 
internship opportunities that the College 
Republicans are able to connect students 
with,” Howard wrote in her statement to 
the Vermilion.

Andras also talked about important 
events held by the organizations he works 
with. 

“We’ve already done so much like 
helping organize protests in the wake of 
the Treyford Pellerin shooting,” he said.

 Andras went on to talk about the 
ongoing community projects he is a part 
of.

“We’re currently trying to work with 
the university and other clubs on getting 
a community garden started. We’ve done 
voter registration drives, we’re doing a 
safe sex drive,” he said.

These projects are a large part of one of 
Andras’s main goals.

“A few of the members have gone 
to local government meetings to help 
oppose certain ordinances,” Andras said 
as an example of direct local involvement.

Finally, both have something to say on 
the subject of how to be more aware of 
important news.

Andras said, “I would say that one of 
the best things that has helped me stay in 
politics is subscribing to a free newsletter 
called The Current.”

The Current is a nonprofit Lafayette 
publication with a focus on providing 
digital-first publication.

In her written statement to the 
Vermilion, Howard said “The best way 
for students to become politically aware 
is for them to listen to both sides of an 
issue.”

Howard does not state a particular 
publication to consider, and instead said 
in her written statement, “For students 
who are already politically engaged I 
would challenge them to spend time 
looking at opposing viewpoints and try to 
understand why other people think and 
vote differently from them.”

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Photo by David Reed / The Vermilion

The SGA office in the Student Union on Monday, Sept. 7, 2020.
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Student government works for 
students, despite low voter turnout
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
has inducted former star point guard 
Elfrid Payton into the Ragin’ Cajuns 
Athletics Hall of Fame.

The Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics Hall of 
Fame class is normally inducted each 
year during Homecoming Weekend, but 
due to the novel coronavirus pandemic, 
traditional celebrations were moved up.

Payton, a 6-foot-3, 190-pound point 
guard from John Ehret High, averaged 
19.2 points, 6.0 rebounds and 5.9 assists 
in his final season for the Cajuns before he 
entered the 2014 NBA Draft.

Payton ended up being selected 10th 
overall by the Philadelphia Sixers in the 
2014 NBA Draft that later turned into a 
draft day trade in which Payton became a 
member of the Orlando Magic to begin his 
professional career. He is the only Cajun in 
the last decade to be selected in the NBA 
Draft.

The 26-year old Payton played for his 
hometown New Orleans Pelicans in the 
2018-2019 season, averaging 10.6 points, 
5.2 rebounds, and 7.6 assists-per-game, 
after spending parts of four seasons with 
the Orlando Magic, as well as 19 games 
with the Phoenix Suns

In the 2019 offseason, Payton signed 
a contract with the New York Knicks for 
the next portion of his career, averaging 
similar numbers. Payton averaged 10.0 
points, 7.2 assists and nearly five rebounds 
per contest.

Prior to going pro, Payton had the 
incredible opportunity to play for Team 

USA’s under 19 team in the summer of 
2013, the year before he entered the NBA 
Draft. He visited parts of the world he 
had never seen, saw his confidence grow 
knowing that he could compete with the 
best players in college basketball, and lost 
a close family member who helped him 
understand the value of asking questions, 
studying and going below the surface 
to fully grasp each situation. In this, he 
became one of the greatest basketball 

players to roll through the city of Lafayette.
His numbers while attending UL 

Lafayette are incredible, tallying seven 
steals in one game at Michigan State and 
even being top five all-time in steals for 
a Louisiana player. Payton rewrote the 
record books while at Lafayette, showing 
how deserving he is of being elected in the 
Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics Hall of Fame.

After only having one scholarship offer 
out of high school, Payton is the definition 

of hard work paying off. He saw his game 
reach new heights at Louisiana Lafayette 
as a result of having support from those 
who believe in you. With the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette being Payton’s only 
scholarship offer to becoming a top ten 
pick in the NBA Draft, Payton has shown 
what hard work can achieve.

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajun athletics department 
aided McNeese State with Hurricane 
Laura relief efforts. Athletes and 
coaches from teams such as football and 
basketball were present. They traveled 
to Lake Charles to help with food, water, 
cleaning supply and personal care item 
delivery. 

 Prior to that, the University and 
Department of Athletics collected 
donations at Cajun Field as part of 
Cajuns Care. Cajuns Care was what the 
university named their Hurricane Laura 
relief efforts. 

They encouraged donations of bottled 
water and sports drinks, non-perishable 
food items and more. All donations 
were used to benefit people impacted 
at McNeese State and the surrounding 
Southwest Louisiana community. 

It’s now the end of October and 
Louisiana has seen its fair share of 
hurricanes since the beginning of 
hurricane season. The most powerful 
of those was Hurricane Laura, 
which devastated Lake Charles and 
surrounding areas, but efforts like these 
have helped the community. 

Photo via Elfrid Payton’s Twitter

Ragin’ Cajuns Hall of Fame inducts 
former point guard Elfrid Payton

Ragin’ Cajuns athletes help hurricane 
Laura relief efforts in Lake Charles
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns women’s basketball 
team is officially set to start their season 
on Dec. 31. The team will face off against 
South Alabama at the Cajundome before 
getting into the rush of games starting 
on Jan. 2. The season will last until 
Feb. 27 before the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament in March. 

The game opener will be at home for 
the first time since the 2012 season. In 
addition, the majority of the games will 
be held at home this season. This season 
will also be smaller compared to the last 
one, which started in November. 

Last season, Louisiana finished with an 
overall record of 19-12 and fourth in the 
Sun Belt Conference. With this record, 
they were heading toward a good run in 
the Sun Belt Tournament before all games 
were canceled due to COVID-19. 

Their first-round game during the 
tournament was an 81-64 win against 
Georgia Southern. In the quarter-finals, 
they defeated Little Rock in a close 49-
46. The semifinals game was scheduled 
against Troy in New Orleans, but never 
happened. 

Power trio Ty’Reona Doucet, Brandi 
Williams and Skyler Goodwin led the 
Cajuns in point and rebound averages 

last season. In particular, Doucet led the 
charge with 12.6 points per game, which 
made her accolade at the end of the 
season come as no surprise. 

Doucet was named the Louisiana 
Sports Writers Association Second Team. 
This was voted on by their staff based on 
gameplay from athletes. 

Another accolade came from Jasmine 
Thomas. She was honored with the Park 
Place Surgical Hospital Female Student-
Athlete Comeback of the Year Award. 
She overcame a knee injury in the middle 
of the 2019 season and appeared in 17 
games, starting in 14. 

This season, like last season, Head 
Coach Garry Brodhead is still at the 
forefront. He previously spoke to Jay 
Walker about how recruiting was 
different for this season.

 “I think because we worked ahead of 
time, we knew who we wanted early on, 
so when this happened it kept that door 
open for us,” Brodhead said.

There are some newcomers to the 
squad for the upcoming season. One of 
those newcomers is freshman forward 
Tamera Johnson. She played high school 
ball for Lafayette Christian Academy 
where she averaged 16 points and 10 
rebounds as a junior. This helped LCA 
reach their third consecutive state title 
and helped Johnson be named Second 
Team All-State, First Team All-Acadiana 

and First Team All-District. 
Another is Lafaedria Green, a 

freshman forward in her own right. She 
averaged 11.5 points and 10.6 rebounds 
and was previously named Second Team 
All-District and First Team All-Parish. 
She played for Ouachita High School 
where she won 2-5A District MVP 
and New Star’s 2020 All-NELA Girls 
Basketball Player of the Year. 

Destiny McAfee is another addition, 
though she is a junior who played two 
seasons with Weatherford College 
prior to signing with Louisiana. At 
Weatherford, she started in all games and 
averaged 15.2 rebounds, 5.9 rebounds 
and 2.6 assists. She was also named 

Defensive Player of the Year for two 
seasons and was named First Team All-
NTJCAC.

“Our focus for the 2020 class was not 
only to fill it with some scoring and 
rebounding but complete it with players 
that could defend in full court and the 
half-court,” Broadhead said. “We feel 
that we accomplished our goal with this 
signing class.”

Before preparing for this upcoming 
season, Louisiana took part in Hurricane 
Laura relief alongside other Ragin’ Cajun 
athletes. Look forward to seeing the 
women’s basketball team back in the 
Cajundome soon. 

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Women’s basketball season looks 
promising after previous one cut short
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Evan Hale
COLUMNIST

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
should not give us the day off on election 
day to go vote.

The semester is already shortened due 
to COVID-19 and we are already behind 
with the hurricanes. If the university 
maybe had all absences excused for that 
day that would be fine.

Most of us are online anyway so we 
have the free time already to go out and 
vote. If you do have an on-campus class 
the university should be more lenient on 
their attendance policy.

All on-campus class absences should 
be excused so we as students know we 
have enough time to go out and vote. 
Our semester is scheduled to wrap up 
just before Thanksgiving and we already 
missed two days due to hurricanes so we 
really can not afford to miss any more 
days.

This is a very important election, 
with all the problems in the country 
we have to decide who we want to lead 
our country through these times. Our 
generation is becoming more vocal about 
how we want our country to be portrayed 
and we as a generation feel deeply about 
some of these issues. That being said I 
can understand why we would want that 
day off. It would help ensure that we get 
our vote in. 

Every vote counts and we understand 
that. We know that in order for us to see 
the changes and the progression of our 

country we have to make sure we are 
voting on Nov. 3.

We are in strange times with 
COVID-19 though, so as I said, the 
semester is already shortened. Since I 
have been on campus we have never been 
scheduled to finish the semester this early 
and UL seems like they want to stay on 
that track.

I understand it is important to vote 
and there is a massive push to get people 
registered to vote. I know I will be voting 

on election day, but I don’t think we 
should cancel that day of school.

Just to be clear I am not saying you 
should go to class instead of voting. You 
should definitely be registered to vote and 
plan to go vote. I always say if you did not 
register to vote or plan to vote then you 
do not get to complain about the state of 
the country. 

If you are not voting then you are not 
trying to fix the problems in our country.  
We are done with complaining and sitting 

back waiting for something to happen. 
We are ready for change and we are ready 
for action.

UL Lafayette should make it an 
excused absence for election day to cater 
to their students. 

If we have excused absences on 
election day, we still stay on schedule, no 
one gets their grade affected and we get 
to vote. It seems like we are all winners in 
the scenario in my opinion.

C. Rashad Jones
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As early voting numbers surge across 
the state of Louisiana, Republican 
officials and law-makers remain hellbent 
on their attempt to roll back emergency 
early voting measures held by a recent 
federal court ruling, which allowed for 
extended early voting as well as expanded 
absentee mail-in balloting for those 
affected by the pandemic. 

At the onset of COVID-19, voters 
and Democratic state legislators were 
concerned about the state’s preemptive 
measures to combat fears associated with 
voting amidst the pandemic. This led 
to a massive effort by some Democrats 
in the state legislature to expand mail-
in voting to all Louisiana residents. 
However, one critical bill (SB No. 486), 
which was proposed by Sen. Regina 
Barrow and called for expanded mail-in 
voting, was eventually voted down by 
Senate Republicans upon review by the 
legislature’s GOP-controlled Senate and 
Governmental Affairs Committee.

In a subsequent appeal to the 
committee, Secretary of State Kyle 

Ardoin, a Republican, in an effort to 
address concerns brought by state 
Democratic law-makers, presented a 
voting proposal of his own: mandating 
that all voters requesting an emergency 
absentee ballot submit medical 
justification before receiving their ballots. 
This requires most people to vote in-
person, according to WAFB9, even as 
numbers of reported COVID-19 cases 
spiraled uncontrollably across the state. 

Pending review from the state’s 
Republican-subjugated legislature, 
Ardoin’s “plan” to restrict access to 
absentee balloting would later be 
adopted. Although, some local activist 
groups (Power Coalition for Equity & 
Justice and Louisiana NAACP) took issue 
with Ardoin’s proposal, exclaiming in 
a federal complaint that the provisions 
presented by the SOS would “unduly 
burden (a citizen’s) right to vote” and 
“disproportionately affect Black voters,” 
according to a NAACP Press Release. 

The complaint, Harding v. Edwards, 
filed by the NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
(LDF), and the law firm Covington 
and Burling, LLP claims that Gov. 
John Bel Edwards and Ardoin did 

very little in terms of following CDC 
recommendations to “offer alternative 
voting methods that minimize direct 
contact and reduce crowd size at polling 
locations.” They argued Adroin’s “plan” 
failed to protect African American voters 
with a high risk of contracting the virus, 
therefore violating voters’ First and 
Second Amendment rights, and Section 
Two of the Voting Rights Act.

On Sept. 16, in response to the civil 
suit filed on Aug. 3 against state elected 
officials, Chief Judge Shelby Dick of 
the U.S. District Court for Louisiana’s 
Central District (Baton Rouge) ruled 
that the emergency election provisions 
for Louisiana’s summer Presidential 
Primary (July - August; which initially 
expanded some aspects of absentee 
and early voting) be rolled-over to the 
state’s Presidential General and Open 
Congressional Primary Election on 
Nov. 3, providing allowances to voters 
who were at higher risk of contracting 
COVID-19.

In her ruling, Dick said the “Plaintiffs 
(had) shown that the state’s failure to 
provide accommodation for pandemic-
affected voters is likely unconstitutional 

because it impose[d] an undue burden on 
Plaintiffs’ right to vote.” Attorney General 
Jeff Landry, a Republican, argued that 
Ardoin’s voting proposal was necessary 
to combat “voter fraud” across the state 
— however, Dick contradicts the state’s 
argument, asserting that Republicans 
“[offered] not a scintilla of evidence of 
fraud associated with voting by mail-
in Louisiana,” according to Louisiana 
Illuminator. 

After a glorious defeat in the federal 
trial court Landry and Ardoin released 
statements criticizing the ruling, saying 
they would undoubtedly appeal the 
decisions to the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. Even though they had little 
legal ground to stand on, the Louisiana 
GOP is steadfast in their plan to suppress 
the vote and endanger the lives of their 
constituents. 

Moreover, Republican members of 
the state legislature have recently signed 
a petition stripping Bel Edwards of any 
further emergency issuance powers, 
while at the same time awarding tens 
of millions of dollars in tax breaks to 
local petrochemical companies. The 
“legislative death cult” is plowing full 
steam ahead to ensure that their political 
point on “civil liberty” is adhered to, even 
at the expense of voters amidst a global 
pandemic.

Scandals surrounding Landry and 
Ardoin’s efforts to suppress the vote 
looms over the state’s mostly positive 
public health response; with Ardoin 
breaking Louisiana Elections Code, 
Section 12, where it states that law 
enforcement officers are not to be 
stationed at any polling locations, except 
for the fact one was seen guarding 
the door at an EBR location (credits 
to Colonel Henry). And if that’s not 
enough, you have both Landry and 
Ardoin threatening parish clerk of 
courts, demanding that they not take 
public grant money to assist with 
election expenses, saying it was “illegal” 
(when several other states have already 
implemented public grant funding), 
while pushing a bill through the 
statehouse to “clarify” that it was indeed 
illegal for clerks to accept public grants. 

This is voter suppression, and it is 
far more expansive and diabolical than 
anyone could have anticipated. 
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

With Nov. 3 rapidly approaching, the 
2020 elections are on everyone’s minds. 
The internet is once again full of posts 
begging people to vote, and every day 
my timeline is filled with pictures and 
videos of people dropping off their mail-in 
ballots at the post office.

Just like every time an election occurs, 
local or national, most of the LGBT people 
I follow are especially loud in their pleas 
to potential voters. It makes sense. They’re 
activists, and they want people to take the 
steps they’re taking themselves to ensure 
their rights remain intact. 

With that logic, it would make sense to 
think that LGBT people all vote — or at 
least that a majority of them do — but is 
that actually the case?

According to the 2019 poll by the 
UCLA Williams Institute, 9 million LGBT 
adults are registered to vote, which is only 
79% of LGBT adults. Of this 9 million, 
50% are Democrats, with the other half 
being a combination of Republican, 
Independent, or undecided. 22% are 
Latinx, and 13% are Black. 

Them., an LGBT organization, is hoping 
to get more LGBT voters to use their 

voice, and part of their efforts included 
releasing some statistics. 

Them. says there are a few combinations 
of states in which LGBT voices would 
have changed the result of the 2016 
election had more of them voted. These 
combinations are Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania; Florida and Pennsylvania; 
Michigan and Florida; and Florida and 
Wisconsin. Their website also lists the 
actions against the LGBT community 
taken by the Trump administration.

If LGBT people are such huge activists, 
why do so many of them avoid voting? 
GLAAD discusses a few reasons and steps 
to get around them on their website.

For transgender voters, their voter 
registration could be out of date. The 
name and gender marker on your voter 
registration must match what’s on your 
legal ID. Many transgender people don’t 
think about their voter registration when 
going through the process of changing all 
of their legal paperwork and then are met 
with an awkward situation at the polls. 

For some LGBT voters, homelessness 
proves to be an issue. One in five 
transgender people will be homeless at 
some point in their lives according to 
GLAAD, and 40% of homeless youth is 
LGBT. GLAAD’s website links to this 

manual on how to vote while homeless.
“LGBTQ+ people are three times as 

likely to be incarcerated as the general 
population. Additionally, 300,000 gay 
and transgender youth are arrested and/
or detained each year, of which more than 
60% are black or Latino,” says GLAAD 
on their website. They urge everyone, 
regardless of whether or not they have 
been incarcerated, to advocate for those 
who have been. 

Their website lists different ways 
LGBT people can make their voices 
heard, including links to do so. Their 
list includes registering to volunteer at 
polling sites, ensuring you have the proper 
ID necessary and to be seen with voting 
merchandise.

Voting is a right, so if you have it, take 
advantage of it. If enough LGBT voters 
turn out at the polls, it has the potential to 
completely alter the effects of the election. 
If you don’t want to vote because you don’t 
like either candidate or you think your 
vote won’t matter, vote anyway. Your vote 
does matter. And if you’re still unsure, 
vote out of spite. Think of how angry 
you can make a Republican by voting for 
Biden.

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Early voting in Louisiana started last 
week as it did for many other states in 
the union. Over 50 million people have 
already voted with more doing so every 
day. This is unprecedented and shows 
the unique times we find ourselves in 
as well as the amazing amount of voter 
enthusiasm Americans have shown this 
election cycle. Today, I want to talk about 
the unique situation we find ourselves 
in; namely, the much easier access to the 
ballot box Americans have had.

There are many ways that governments 
can make it easier for their citizens to 
vote. Take for example right here in 
Louisiana, where citizens can register to 
vote completely online, change registration 
information digitally, have access to voting 
information like polling places, locations 
and time through the official state app 
Geauxvote, vote in-person on election 
day, vote early and vote through absentee 
ballot provided certain conditions are 
met (i.e. it is not universal). These policies 
allow greater access and more flexibility 
when attempting to vote; it reduces the 
burden on the voter to make extraordinary 
changes to their day-to-day life to go 
exercise their right. The voter does not 
have to go down in-person to their 
Registrar of Voters to fill out the voter 
registration paperwork in the manner 
as they would the DMV, and they do 
not have to seek out sample ballots and 
polling places, etc., because they are neatly 
provided in one single location on the 
official app.

Other states provide even more access 
to the ballot by allowing same-day voter 
registration, meaning prospective voters 
can register up to and including the date 
of the election to vote. Louisiana does 

not allow this, and voters must register to 
vote at least thirty days before the election 
they intend to vote in or else they will 
not be allowed to vote in that election. 
Other states also allow complete voting by 
mail, so citizens do not have to leave the 
comfort of their own home to vote.

Under normal circumstances, states 
would vary significantly in how they 
decided to run their elections. Some 
preferring near-unrestricted voting access, 
while others prefer more barriers to be 
put in place, while yet others prefer a 
more median path that takes bits of both 
plans (Louisiana would fall somewhere 
in this category). But, as with most things 
COVID-19 has done to our lives, the 
regular rules to elections have shifted 
dramatically. With fear about the potential 
super spreading sites polling locations 
could serve if allowed to operate as 
normal, all but five states — Louisiana 
being among the five — have allowed 
citizens to vote by mail either with no 
excuse required or Covid fears being a 
valid excuse. 

Access to the ballot at this scale has 
never been realized before in our history, 
but as with all great things, there is of 
course a darker side. Voter suppression has 
a long and sordid history in this country 
and that will not stop simply due to virus 
fears. Indeed, in many more conservative-
leaning states, and especially Texas, the 
more there is a push to expand voting 
access, the more the urge to restrict the 
same. Indeed, while Texas does allow 
absentee voting in specific circumstances, 
the boxes designated to collect those 
ballots have been limited in number 
by Gov. Greg Abbott to one in every 
county. This is hugely disproportionate 
to populous counties like Harries, Dallas 
or Tarrant that all have a combined 
population of over 9 million, yet only have 

three ballot drop-offs between them.
In addition to this, the president has 

made calls for his supporters to act as 
unofficial poll watchers to ensure that no 
baseless corruption occurs that would 
affect his chances at election. This has 
rightly caused outrage that the campaign 
would commit to doing something 
that amounts to voter intimidation. 
Indeed, detractors were correct in their 
assumption, because soon after, some 
Florida polling locations stationed 
deputies outside of certain polling areas 
due to armed men claiming connections 
with the Trump Campaign were providing 
security to the site.

I think oftentimes Americans take 
voting for granted. After all, compared 
to other developed countries, we have 
significantly lower voter turnout and 
much laxer definitions of what constitutes 
engagement with politics. Life in the 
Trump Era has no doubt awakened many 
people to the realities of its government — 
its power, its traditions (especially when 
they are broken), its reach into American 
life, and its overall effect on not only their 
own lives but the lives of people the world 

over. Now, with COVID-19 comes a sliver 
of a silver lining: a chance at major turnout 
in an election due to greatly expanded 
access to the polls. 

For those who do not want or have no 
interest in voting in this election, I can 
only ask that you question why you are not 
interested in politics. Why you have no 
interest to participate in your government? 
Oftentimes, in a situation like this, I think 
of a tweet from the Democratic Socialists 
of America, Los Angeles I saw years 
ago that I think is particularly powerful 
and moving: “You’re ‘just not that into 
politics?’ Your boss is. Your landlord is. 
Your insurance company is. And every 
day they use their political power to keep 
your pay low, raise your rent, and deny you 
coverage. It’s time to get into politics.” 

With such expansions towards voting, 
with so much at stake in this election, go 
vote. And remember, you won’t just be 
voting on the issues of the day, you will 
be voting on how you want your future 
ballots to count and how you want your 
government to govern. It’s time to get into 
politics.

David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SATIRE-It was a Saturday afternoon. 
Hundreds of friends, family and faculty 
fawned as a University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette student greeted them from his 
private helicopter 300 feet in the air.

He looks like your average internet no-
lifer, but this fedora-donned prodigy just 
won a Nobel Peace Prize.

On-lookers applauded and several 
members fainted as Alfred N. Celle, a 
senior engineering major, raised his 
Cheeto-stained fingers, quelling the mob. 
His words echoed through the brick 
enclave:

“All of these weak-minded, emotional 
people don’t understand that the obvious 
solution to political division is just to 
pretend that it doesn’t exist. Everything 
would be so simple if we all just get along,” 
N. Celle said. “Some people say we should 
end racism and others think we should 
perpetuate it. Can’t you see the obvious 
solution is to be racist half the time?”

Political Scientists from all over the 
world believe N. Celle’s, “get along,” 
strategy will usher in a one-world utopian 
society in only a few weeks.

“This man understands politics on a 
level the rest of us can only dream of,” 
Political Scientist Nash Nylist said.

Five countries in Asia and three 
countries in Europe have already 
abandoned their old forms of government 
in favor of new “N. Cellian” forms of 
government. These new governments don’t 
debate political issues, but instead agree to 
only enact half of every proposal. 

“So for example, someone proposed 
the state enact universal healthcare. To 
adhere with our N. Cellian ideology, we’ve 
decided to give universal healthcare to 
half of our population, chosen at random,” 
Half-President of the New N. Cellian 
Republic, Edward Bothsydes said. 

The university is constructing a new 
building in honor of N. Celle. In an effort 
to communicate that the university has 
no sides, the building will not have walls. 
UL Lafayette President of Galaxy-Brained 
Affairs, Johnathan Mannsplain nominated 
N. Celle for the award, and he said there 
wasn’t a doubt in his mind N. Celle would 
win.

“When I heard this kid said people 
should simply stop arguing about politics, 
I immediately knew we had one of the 
greatest minds in all of human history on 
our campus,” Mannsplain said. “Truly, 
no one else could have realized that the 
solution to our problems was to ignore our 
differences and just agree to everything, 
but only half-way.”
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