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SOCIAL MEDIA

The rise of several social media platforms 
has led to some pet owners garnering 
popularity.
PAGE 2

Allons
PLAYING WITH PUPPIES

Columnist Evan Hale requests for the 
therapy dogs to make a return this 
semester.
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News
BETTER ADOPTION

Local animal shelters attest to how the 
COVID-19 pandemic has decreased the 
amount of pets in the shelters.
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CORRECTION

In the previous issue of The Vermilion, it incor-
rectly said the university does not require stu-
dents and faculty to report positive COVID-19 
tests and isn’t keeping track of the number of 
tests. The university is keeping track of tests 
and does require students and faculty to report 
positive results, however they have no way of 
enforcing it.

Emily Miller
COPY EDITOR

Cypress Lake, one of the main 
attractions of the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s Student 
Union, is home to alligators, turtles, 
frogs, birds, fish, etc., and is filled 
with cypress trees. However, this 
attraction was not always a lake.

According to the UL Lafayette’s 
Office of Sustainability, prior to 
World War II, Cypress Lake was 
formerly known as Cypress Grove, 
but was later flooded during the 
war.

“They created a man-made lake 
during World War II to assist 
with putting out potential fires 
if our campus was bombed by 
the Germans or Japanese,” wrote 
Director of the Office of Facilities 
Management Bill Crist in a 
statement to The Vermilion.

Today, a pier built in 2019 
overlooks the lake, as well as many 
signs warning against feeding the 
alligators and other wildlife.

Before the lake was even Cypress 
Grove, according to Lafayette’s 
Daily Advertiser, it was a buffalo 
wallowing ground as far back as 
when Acadians first settled in that 
area.

While the origin of alligators, 
herons, other types of bird, frogs, 
and turtles is unknown, Cypress 
Lake has become known as a major 
city and University attraction for its 
campus wildlife.

In 2013, UL Lafayette reported 
that a mother alligator had laid eggs 
and was protecting the eggs from 
any and all surrounding potential 
predators

“As far as I know is that Gators 
have always been in there since 
it was made, don’t know who put 
them in or if they just migrated 
there,” said Crist, when asked about 
the origins of the wildlife.

If one were to look up cypress 
lake on the UL Lafayette website, 
the topic would show many points 
of interest concerning the animals.

The latest news posted on the 
website was in 2015, when a 
50-pound snapping turtle made its 
way away from the lake and into a 
classroom.

UL Lafayette hosts events at 
Cypress Lake frequently, one such 
event is Lagniappe Week.

“Each year in the spring semester, 
UL Lafayette holds their campus 
tradition Lagniappe Week. This 
week includes events such as 
comedy shows and dive-in movies 
at the Student Aquatic Center, plus 
everyone’s favorites: the crawfish 
boil and canoe races in the swamp,” 
reads the Office of Sustainability’s 
website.

Only time will tell if UL Lafayette 
will once again be able to celebrate 
Lagniappe Week this spring.

UL Lafayette’s University Program 
Council used the site to announce 
the 2020 homecoming court 
nominations on Monday, Oct. 5 
at 3:10 p.m., where Tayla Weary 
and Kaleb Derouen were named 
Homecoming Queen and King 
respectively.

Students’ Emotional Support 
Animals help mental health
Amelia Jennings
NEWS DIRECTOR

At the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette, Emotional Support 
Animals (ESA) are allowed in the 
dorms and apartments, but they 
must meet certain requirements.

ESA are animals that help with 
anxiety, depression and other mental 
disorders.

A service animal is trained to 
provide a specific service, whereas an 
ESA is not, Sara Trahan, a counselor 
at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette, said. 

“However, people use them, and 
they get a sense of relief from their 
symptoms that they have with 
anxiety and depression and things 
like that,” Trahan said. “So, with 
counseling and testing, what we 
do is we work with our clients and 
we develop a rapport or working 
relationship.” 

However, both the pet and owner 
must meet specific requirements.

“We need to know specifically 
something about the disability that 
the Emotional Support Animal is 
used to support for the student,” 
Joseph Pons, the director of risk 
management said. “We need this 
information and other information 

related to the therapeutic benefit 
of the animal. This comes from a 
licensed clinical professional, for 
whom the student is under the care 
of.”

In order to have an ESA, a 
student must fill out a series of 
forms provided by the university. 
These include the emotional 
support animal or service animal 
registration, verification of disability 
and emotional support animal 
request, veterinarian verification, 
roommate agreement form and 
service animal/emotional support 
animal guidelines and agreement 
forms. 

“So it’s a very systematic process, a 
very deliberate and objective process 
that insurance, all of that is centered 
around, ensuring the safety of our 
campus community, making sure to 
include the handler, the owner of the 
ESA and is focused on protecting the 
university’s property and minimizing 
the risk associated with having 
animals on campus,” Pons said. 

The university must also have all of 
this information before either July 1 
or Jan. 1, depending on the semester.

“The applications are due on 
January 1 for the spring semester 
and July 1 for the fall semester,” 
Carol Landry, the director of the 
office of disability services, said. “The 

committee tries to meet within five 
days of that application deadline and 
get a response back to the student as 
soon as possible.”

The types of ESAs that a student 
can have can vary and, unlike 
service animals, include more than a 
miniature horse and dogs. 

“However, for emotional support 
animals, there are no restrictions in 
terms of the type of animal,” Pons 
said. “And so we’ve had requests 
for all types of animals. We’ve had 
obviously dogs and cats; we’ve had 
ferrets; we’ve had lizards; we’ve had 
one snake that I recall. We’ve had a 
rat that I believe was approved if I 
remember correctly.”

However, not all animals can 
be approved, and the safety of the 
university residents must be taken 
into account. 

“There has been, I think, 
somebody with an alligator who’s 
claimed that that animal was an 
emotional support, so there’s been 
some unusual things out in the 
news,” Trahan said. “But when 
an animal is determined to be an 
emotional support animal, the safety 
of the community of the college 
is taken into consideration. So an 
alligator would never be allowed on 
campus.”

Faculty talk 
origins of 
Cypress 
Lake
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CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As the internet ages and expands to 
more niche demographics, humans have 
had to share the spotlight with other 
species on social media platforms. 

Instagram, Facebook, YouTube and 
other media sites have all seen a rise in 
popularity for accounts centered around 
pets and wildlife. 

This new trend exists on all scales: 
professional to personal, and globally to 
locally.

Cute and fluffy quadrupeds are not 
exactly new to the Internet’s adoration. 
Viral animal content has evolved from 
certain cat videos on YouTube such as 
“Keyboard Cat,” which has reached 50 
million views since its original posting. 
Today, society’s domesticated creatures 
have taken to more timely sites such as 
Instagram.

Globally, animal social media has made 
an explosive presence. From Doug the Pug 
in Nashville, with 4 million followers, to 
Smoothie the Cat in the Netherlands, with 
2 million followers, internet-famous pets 
come from all corners of the world. 

While burgeoning universally, animal-
centered social media accounts have 
made prominence at the university. The 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
Ragin’ Rescue has found success directly 
due to their social media presence. 

“We definitely have a bigger outreach 
because of (social media), and it makes it 
more accessible for members to join and 
contact us,” Alexandra Norman, president 
of Ragin’ Rescue, said when asked about 
the success the organization has received 
directly due to social media. 

Ragin’ Rescue’s social media accounts 
consist of announcements, merchandise, 

links to get involved, and updates on the 
cats on campus that the club cares for. 

While the organization’s digital 
attendance has proved successful, Norman 
strives to find more ways to communicate 
with the community. 

“We’ve been working on it moreso, 
we have a social media coordinator that 
oversees that too. I would say we would 
want to make it more interactive too, you 
know? With Instagram, you can just post, 
and you can do some interactions, but it’s 
limited,” Norman said. 

Local animal social media pages do not 
only exist on professional levels, however. 
Chandler Hill of Baton Rouge runs an 
Instagram account for her pet hedgehog, 
Martini. 

“The inspiration was just from other 
people making pages for their pets, and I 
saw a lot of hedgehog pages as well. I did 
not expect many follows. It was mainly just 
for fun,” Hill said.

While the posts of animals we see on 
the internet might seem effortless, getting 
the right shot often takes a considerable 
amount of effort.

“I definitely have to take a lot because 
she’s always on the move. She likes 
exploring while I take pictures, but 
sometimes she is grumpy about it,” Hill 
said.

Personal social media accounts might 
not have a certain agenda as professional 
ones do. Infamous pet personalities have 
acquired sponsorships and partnerships 
with certain brands and companies. 
Contrarily, more low-profile pages do not 
have the burden of having to market to 
their audience or maintaining their brand.

“I haven’t been posting too much 
recently and don’t want to keep it up too 
much because I don’t want to be pressured 
to keep posting,” Hill said.

Police Reports
Compiled by Amelia Jennings

Oct. 4
l  At 1:12 a.m., a student reported a disturbance at Frat Row involving a White 
2014 Ford. 

Oct. 1
l  At 2:28 a.m., an employee reported a home invasion on his off-campus 
apartment.

Sept. 30
l  At 11:09 a.m., a student reported a hit-and-run that caused damage to the 
student’s rear bumper.
l  At 11:32 p.m., a student reported someone knocking on her dorm window.

Sept. 29
l  At 5:30 p.m., a student reported a Zoom bombing involving racial slurs that 
occurred on Sept. 9.
l  At 7:47 p.m., a student reported a Zoom bombing involving pornographic 
content Sept. 24. 

Graphic by Cole Broussard

David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

According to the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s COVID-19 dashboard on 
Monday, Oct. 5 at 6:26 p.m., there were 
seven new confirmed COVID-19 cases 
during the week of Sept. 27, bringing the 
total of confirmed cases among students, 
faculty and staff at UL Lafayette to 133. 

This was the lowest number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases found among 
students, faculty and staff in one week 
since the week of Aug. 30, when there were 
five cases.

101 students and 32 faculty and staff 
members are confirmed to have tested 
positive for COVID-19 at the university 
since March 16, as of Monday, Oct. 5 at 
6:26 p.m.

According to Dean of Students 
Margarita Perez, the COVID-19 dashboard 
doesn’t include positive tests that students, 
faculty and staff have reported themselves, 
but they are planning to add self-reported 
cases to the dashboard in the near future.

The university is hosting free walk-up 
COVID-19 tests near the student union 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., which is run by the National Guard 
and the Office of Public Health.

According to Chief Administrative 
Officer at the UL Lafayette Office of 
Student Health Services Madeline 
Husband, the results of tests conducted 
at the testing site near the Union aren’t 
sent back to the university, so it’s up to the 
person who was tested to report whether 
or not their test was positive.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

7 new COVID-19 
cases last week
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Sunday, Oct. 4 was World Animal Day. 
It was founded by Heinrich Zimmermann 
on March 24, 1925, but later moved to 
Oct. 4 in 1929. Zimmermann chose the 
date as it is “the day of Christian Saint 
Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals 
and ecology.” 

Over 5,000 people were at the event 
that took place on March 2, and since 
then, World Animal Day is used by many 

to discuss and promote the welfare of 
endangered species. The Naturewatch 
Foundation has sponsored it since 2003.

“This day is not just for domesticated 
animals, it’s for wild animals, endangered 
species, and those threatened by 
environmental devastation or lack of 
protection,” says the National Today 
website. “This day is a reminder not just 
to love the animals in our homes but to 
appreciate and respect all living things 
that are a part of our ecosystem.”

In 1931, the International Animal 
Protection Congress in Florence, Italy, 

adopted World Animal Day globally with 
a unanimous vote. Since then, thousands 
of events are held every year in honor of 
the day. Many shelters and pet shops will 
host adoption events to celebrate. Some 
cities hold festivals. There are even virtual 
events that use hashtags to host contests.

In Lafayette, the Our Lady of Lourdes 
Regional Medical Center has held 
“Blessing of the Pets” events in which pets 
are brought in to be blessed with prayer 
and holy water.

In honor of World Animal Day, the 
National Today website also lists a few big 

events in the history of animal welfare. For 
instance In 530 B.C., Pythagoras began to 
speculate that animals have souls and later 
began to vouch for being vegetarian.

Lewis Gompertz, a vegan, published 
a book called “Moral Inquiries on the 
Situation of Man and of Brutes” in order 
to advocate for animals’ rights in 1624.

“Black Beauty” is a book written by 
Anna Seawell from the perspective of a 
horse. It is considered the “first English 
novel written from the perspective of a 
non-human,” and “spurs debate over the 
treatment of horses” in 1877.

In 1931, the International Animal 
Protection Congress in Florence adopted 
World Animal Day globally.

In 1955, The Society for Animal 
Protective Legislation lobbied for humane 
slaughter legislation in the US. 

Although it’s too late this year, if 
you want to celebrate World Animal 
Day in the future, here’s how: many 
websites recommend donating to animal 
welfare causes and local animal shelters. 
Volunteering your time at a shelter is 
something to consider, as well as adopting 
a pet if you have the financial means and 
the time. 

Jane Goodall’s website also suggests 
using social media to spread the word 
about animal welfare. 

COVID-19 outbreak sparks increase 
in pet adoptions, fewer pets in shelter

Ethan Pitre
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There has been an increase in pet 
adoptions nationally due to COVID-19, 
and Southern Louisiana has not only 
seen the same changes locally, but has 
played an important role in providing pets 
nationally.

We can begin with a simple fact: 
Louisiana has too many pets. Executive 
Director at Acadiana Animal Aid Jeanine 
Foucher was able to outline the problem 
and find a solution.

“Louisiana has a severe pet 
overpopulation problem. We are ranked 
No. 5 for animal killings in the United 
States,” Foucher said. 

This presents many problems for animal 
care, but also opportunities. 

“Because there are so many animals and 
potentially not enough people to adopt 
them all, we utilize a transport program to 

move animals to areas of the country that 
actually need shelter animals,” Foucher 
said.

This lack of supply is in large due to 
more pets in these areas being spayed and 
neutered. 

“When I moved to Louisiana from 
Seattle, you could not find a puppy in 
Seattle,” Foucher said, “People spayed and 
neutered their pets, we had access to low 
cost spay and neuter everywhere.” 

This supply problem has been managed 
with a system called transportation: 
importing animals to areas of high 
demand from areas of high supply. 

“We’d have to bring in puppies from 
Texas, bringing in puppies from the south,” 
Foucher said.

Acadiana Animal Aid is a local 
service that is part of this network of 
transportation, partnering with shelters 
locally and around the country to get 
animals to where they’re needed.

“They are an excellent group that pull 
the animals from all the municipal shelters 
around the South Acadiana area, and 
they either adopt them or they put them 
out to transport,” Shelley Delahoussaye, 
supervisor at Lafayette Animal Shelter and 
Care Center, said.

Both were also able to weigh in on local 
adoptions, with some surprises about the 
situation. 

“We adopted a record number of 
animals in 2019, around 1600 animals. 
In 2020, we’re aiming for 1100 to 1200 
animals, so there is a little but of a 
decrease,” Delahoussaye said.

However, this is a decrease in pets 
adopted from the shelter, not how many 
pets have been adopted locally. 

“The decrease is in part due to the 
decrease in our intake due to COVID,” 
Delahoussaye said, “We’re able to manage 
intake, and try to help people keep their 
animals. We’ve had a decrease of 500 to 
600 animals coming into the shelter.”

COVID-19 has changed the way people 
are dealing with pets locally. 

“A lot of the time, if they have extra 
puppies or the dog is not working out in 
their home, people will just automatically 
bring it to the shelter,” Delahoussaye said.

The local shelter has been able to work 
with people to either find ways to keep 
their animals when difficulties arise, or 
to find new homes for them without the 
animals spending time in the shelter.

Delahoussaye is completely supportive 
of people finding homes for animals 
outside of the shelter.

 “They have a better chance of finding a 
good home for it because they’re picking it 
out,” Delahoussaye said.

The shelter has also been able to help 
people keep animals they already have.

“A lot of the time it’s a simple problem 
we can help them with over the phone, like 
separation anxiety or the dog barks too 
much,” Delahoussaye said.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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OPINION

World Animal Day promotes adoption, 
celebrates history of animal rights
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

Coach Marlin and the Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns basketball team have been waiting 
for the chance to showcase their revamped 
roster since August and the time has finally 
come.  

With the NCAA giving the thumbs up 
to begin full, organized practices and the 
schedule release last week, the season is 
vastly approaching.

“Our team will finally be given the 
chance to hold full practices and prepare 
for our opening game. This is a moment 
our players have been waiting for,” Marlin 
said in a press conference on Tuesday.

Marlin is ecstatic about the new 
additions to this year’s roster despite the 
recruiting challenges COVID-19 brought 
to the NCAA.

With the loss of Jalen Johnson to 
Mississippi State, Marlin went and got 
multiple transfers to fill the void.

Devin Butts, a former Mississippi State 
hooper, will now trade in his maroon and 
white for our Ragin’ Cajun red.

Butts is a 6-foot-6 guard who will have 
three years of eligibility remaining. He is 
the second Division I transfer to join the 
Ragin’ Cajuns during the offseason,  
 

as is University of Portland transfer Theo 
Akwuba.

“Devin is a wing player who can play 
multiple positions, has a good feel for the 
game, and can score at all three levels,” 
Head Coach Bob Marlin said. “His time at 
Mississippi State was great for his college 
development. He has competed against 
some really good players with length and 
athleticism.”

Theo Akwuba, a former big man for the 
University of Portland, gives our Cajuns 
the size and length they need on the court. 
Akwuba is a 6’11 center who can use his 
pure force to dominate in the paint.

Akwuba and Butts have both received 
waivers from the NCAA to become 
immediately eligible for this year’s 2020-21 
season.

When asked about the offseason 
improvements of last year’s starters Mylik 
Wilson and Cedric Russell, Marlin said, 
“Mylik has improved his ball handling 
and decision making more than anything. 
We saw last season what he can do on 
the defensive end, but this season we will 
see a more polished Mylik. Cedric has 
continued his improved shooting and 
becoming a better leader on the floor.”

In an uncharacteristic offseason, Coach 
Marlin and his coaching staff dealt with 
difficult coronavirus precautions.

When asked what his biggest 
challenges have been as a coach during 
this pandemic, Marlin said, “The biggest 
challenge I have faced is not being able 
to be around the guys and developing 
relationships over the summer.”

The summer is when players spend 
countless hours in the gym with their 
coaches perfecting their craft, but the 
coronavirus had other plans. Despite the 
limited hours in the gym, Marlin believes 

this is one of his better all-around teams.
Marlin compared this 2020-21 team to 

Louisiana’s 2017-18 team. The depth and 
star potential of this roster has the ability 
to compete for a Sun Belt Conference 
Championship.

The Ragin’ Cajuns roster is set to make a 
deep run this season led by senior Russell 
and sophomore stud Wilson alongside a 
plethora of transfer talent.

Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

The Ragin’ Cajuns Volleyball team is off 
to a roaring start this season, as they are 
currently 11-0.

The players dominated the start of 
the season by posting a straight three 
set sweep (25-12, 25-15, 25-19) against 
Houston Baptist in the 2020 season opener 
at Earl K. Long Gym. 

During another game against Houston 
Baptist, Louisiana took a 3-1 (20-25, 25-13, 
25-19, 25-20) win by a solid effort from 
both offense and defense. 

Throughout the opening weekend (Sept. 
4-5), Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Volleyball 
senior libero, Hannah Ramirez, rounded 
up 40 digs at an average of 5.71 digs per 
set, leading the defense efforts of the 
Ragin’ Cajuns past two wins. Because of 
her efforts, she claimed the first Sun Belt 
Conference Defensive Player of the Week 
award of the 2020 season. 

Again on the Ragin’ Cajuns home court, 
Louisiana posted another straight sets 
sweep (25-17, 25-20, 25-22) against fellow 
Sun Belt member, South Alabama, in a 
non-conference match. 

On Sept. 12, the Ragin’ Cajuns moved 
to 4-0 on the 2020 season with a 3-0 (25-
17, 25-22, 25-17) victory against South 
Alabama, the program’s best start since 
2014. Hali Wisnoskie didn’t go unnoticed, 
however, for her season-high 21 kills on 31 

error-free swings (.581). 
After leading the Louisiana Ragin’ 

Cajuns Volleyball team through another 
two-match sweep of South Alabama, 
seniors Hali Wisnoskie and Avery Breaux, 
plus freshman Taylor Gates, were named 
Sun Belt Conference Players of the Week 
(Sept. 15) in a vote by the league’s head 
coaches. 

Wisnoskie was recognized as the 
Offensive Player of the Week because 
of her 18 kills in both matches and 
averaging 6.5 kills per set on a .449 hitting 
percentage. 

Breaux, named the SBC Setter of the 
Week, averaged at least 11 assists per set 

for the second consecutive weekend. 
Gates netted her first collegiate match of 

multiple kills and set a season-high total 
twice, awarding her with the Sun Belt’s 
Freshman of the Week. Her 14 total kills 
during the USA series were the second-
most recorded by a Ragin’ Cajun.

The season-opening winning streak for 
the Louisiana volleyball team remained 
intact following a 3-0 (25-15, 27-25, 25-14) 
win over Lamar in the first contest of a 
Saturday doubleheader on Sept. 19.

Shortly after, the Ragin’ Cajuns used this 
energy to fuel a second (25-12, 25-14, 25-
13) win against Lamar in the second match 

of Saturday’s doubleheader. 
For the second consecutive week (Sept. 

22) Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Volleyball 
right side hitter, Taylor Gates, was named 
the Sun Belt Conference’s Freshman of 
the Week. Gates’ performance was at an 
all-time peak when she turned in another 
week of two-plus kills per set with a .300-
plus hitting percentage. 

Surviving its first 3-2 (37-35, 25-21, 
15-25, 23-25, 15-13) five-set rally of the 
season over Little Rock was a solid victory 
for the Cajuns. The next matchup against 
Little Rock, however, ended in a straight 
three set sweep (25-15, 25-19, 25-23).  
Louisiana was (8-0, 2-0 Sun Belt). 

With the powerful offense that averaged 
18 kills per set, Louisiana claimed a 3-0 
(25-14, 26-24, 27-25) win over Little Rock 
on Sept. 26 at the Jack Stephens Center, 
completing a three-match sweep of the 
Trojans on Sun Belt-opening weekend. 

Louisiana’s Taylor Gates remained the 
lone recipient of the Sun Belt Conference’s 
Freshman of the Week award in the 
2020 season, being honored for the third 
consecutive week. 

They headed to Monroe over the past 
week and took home a 3-1 and 3-0 win 
against the Warhawks. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns are now 11-0 with a 
5-0 Sun Belt record and plan to continue 
pushing with solid force through their next 
opponents.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Coach Marlin eager to try out Ragin’ 
Cajun basketball team’s new roster

Ragin’ Cajun volleyball team pushing 
onward with undefeated season

Sports

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Freshman Celeste Darling (5) spikes the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the UTEP Miners 
on Friday, Aug. 30, 2019.

Caleb Williams
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With 2020 marking 50 years since Cajun 
Field was built, the University Program 
Council selects “Timeless Traditions” as 
the homecoming theme. 

Although homecoming has been 
moved from Oct. 1 through the 7 to Nov. 
1 through the 7, the UPC invites students 
to participate in traditions and events 
that have been a part of Ragin’ Cajuns’ 
homecoming for years. 

“Timeless Traditions” such as Yell Like 
Hell, the Cupcake Giveaway, Wear Red 
Get Fed, Homecoming Scavenger hunt, 
and the homecoming game against Coastal 
Carolina are the traditions that will be on 
campus this homecoming season. 

Wear Red, Get Fed is a food drive 
where 1,000 box lunches are given out to 
students, faculty, and staff on campus. This 
year, donations will be collected for the 
campus. Normally this event allows people 
to congregate while they eat, but this year 
people will not be permitted to gather. The 
UPC wants the campus residents to come  
get food, but urges them to grab and go as 
a safety precaution for the coronavirus. 

Similar to Wear Red Get Fed, the 
cupcake giveaway offers the opportunity 
to get free sweets throughout the day. 
While this tradition is normally done with 
a block party, only the cupcake giveaway 
will take place in order to follow safety 
guidelines. 

The Homecoming Scavenger Hunt has 
changed it’s routine, but will still remain a 
tradition this year. Instead of participants 
gathering in one place, the scavenger hunt 
will be performed throughout the week of 
homecoming. Homecoming coordinator 
Aleya Domingue said, “Throughout the 
week footballs will be left around campus. 
If one is found by a participant, they will 
bring it to the UPC and collect their prize.” 

The scheduled homecoming game 
against Coastal Carolina has been moved 
in regard to COVID-19 related issues. 
The game was previously scheduled for 
Oct. 17, but now will be played on Oct. 
10. Scheduling for the Ragin’ Cajuns 
football team has not been easy with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Cajuns had 
to postpone their much-awaited game 
with the Appalachian State Mountaineers 
due to COVID-19 related issues. The 
concern came from both teams and a 

statement from AppHealthCare says 
“the postponement was made out of an 
abundance of caution and in consultation 
with Sheri Everts.” 

As the pandemic still affects our daily 
lifestyles, maintaining a sense of normalcy 
is important. Homecoming coordinator 
and member of the UPC said “Even 
though Homecoming will look different  
 

this year, everybody on campus should 
maintain the school spirit and try to keep a 
sense of normalcy safely.” 

With the excitement of homecoming, 
the UPC maintains safety as they are 
following guidelines to allow students 
to be able to participate in the “Timeless 
Traditions” of Ragin’ Cajun homecoming. 

Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Cajun fans gathered Saturday, Nov. 2 for The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 2019 
Homecomming Day Parade.

UPC to keep up Homecoming’s 
‘Timeless Traditions’ in November
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Evan Hale
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We did not have therapy dogs when we 
needed them most last year, and it has to 
happen this year.

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette usually has therapy dogs once a 
semester or at the very least once a year 
in the library to help students survive 
finals week. It is just a little set up where 
there are puppies to play with in between 
classes.

Apparently, UL Lafayette thought we 
could live without puppy play time in the 
midst of our stress-filled college schedule. 
This year, with all the uncertainties, 
variables and paranoia, we as students 
need puppy play time.

Times like these are so unpredictable 
and nerve-wracking because nobody 
wants to get COVID-19. Students still 
have to go to campus and not only worry 
about COVID-19 because some teachers 
and students don’t practice social 
distancing or wear masks, but we have to 
worry that we are focused in class enough 
to pass our classes. 

That can be overwhelming to some. Say 
there is a student who decides to sit in a 
seat next to me with a sign that clearly 
says, “Seat unavailable due to social 
distancing.” I for one am scared of most 
social situations, so I probably won’t say 
anything to them. But man, I am yelling 
at them in my head. 

Since I would be screaming at someone 
in my head, I am not paying attention in 
class, which is never a good thing. So I 
begin to stress out, overthink and panic 
because I missed valuable information 
because I was worried about a student 
not socially distancing from me in class.

I walk out of class not a happy camper, 
but then as I am walking in between 

classes and spot a pack of puppies that 
are just the happiest and cutest things in 
the world. I will immediately change my 
attitude for the day.

How can anyone be angry, sad, 
paranoid, overwhelmed or stressed out 
when playing with a puppy? You’ll go to 
lay down to go to sleep and one of your 
last thoughts are, “Man, I had a stressful 
day. But I got to play with a puppy so that 
was awesome.”

I understand that dogs can get 
COVID-19, and that would be one of 
the saddest things ever to witness, but I 
am a glass-half-full kind of person. So I 
like to think it wouldn’t happen because 
we should just make sure everyone uses 
hand sanitizer before and after playing 
with the puppies.

It is just like Halloween on campus for 
students. You don’t have to participate or 
enjoy it necessarily, but it is something to 
change up the normal and gross routine 

known as school. You play with a puppy 
and nothing else could ruin your day. 

Less stressful students make for a better 
on-campus experience for students. I 
know for a fact if you look at a puppy 
you can’t help but smile, and smiles are 
contagious, especially amongst peers.

Bring back emotional support animal 
day, we need puppies on campus. UL 
Lafayette, make it happen.

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

My family has two dogs: Bentley, a 
miniature salt and pepper schnauzer, and 
Braxton, an all-white shih tzu/maltese 
mix. Bentley is not a smart dog in the 
slightest sense, which I find endearing, 
while Braxton can be pretty keen and 
sometimes too smart for his own good. 
Bentley is very active and always wanting 
to play, while Braxton is a little tubby 
from a preferred sedentary lifestyle. They 
are great dogs that absolutely love to be 
loved. After moving out of my parents’ 
house, I was unable to bring them with 
me and did not realize how much I would 
miss them.

Close to a year ago, I wrote an article 
for our special mental health issue on 
the effects our work environments have 
on shaping our mental health. In it, I 
described how the place where we spend 
40-60 hours of our week needs to take 
into account not just physical health 
as many places do, but also our mental 
faculties — we need proper work-life 
balances and proper physical and mental 
safety precautions. (There is a reason 
we say “going postal” and not “going 
homestead.”) I also portrayed the home 
environment as the standard of comfort 
and calm that the workplace should 
attempt to emulate. I did so because 
home is where I am most comfortable 
and most at ease. When I wrote that 
article I, like many people, felt that way 
in no small part because of my pets, 
specifically my dogs, but because I have 
since moved out and away from my 
parents and dogs, I no longer have that 
same complete sense of comfort.

Moving out did not cause me much 
anxiety. In fact, it did not cause much of a 
stir for me, besides having to move all of 
my things. I could and do talk regularly 
with my family, my work and school 
schedules stayed constant and since my 
roommates are my friends, I see people 

I know and love regularly. I overlooked, 
however, how much I would miss my 
dogs. I think I took for granted how 
much I actually enjoyed having my dogs’ 
company. It seems weird, right? They 
don’t really do much of anything besides 
napping, eating, going outside and 
occasionally playing with a toy or two. 
Yet, their presence leaves an impression 
that just can’t be replicated.

 The human-canine bond is strange but 
fulfilling. Dogs provide unconditional 
companionship and a bit of emotional 
stability in exchange for food, a home 
and scratches behind the ear. They can 
recognize certain emotions from their 
owner and respond in helpful ways. 

Emotional support dogs are trained for 
this exact job, but even your average 
household dog seems to have some sort 
of inherent ability to pick up on their 
human’s cues. I feel that my dogs can pick 
up on when I feel a bit down because they 
never then miss an opportunity to jump 
on my lap and force my focus on to them 
and away from whatever it was clouding 
my mind. That is for sure something I 
miss.

I say all of this with my dogs being 
alive and well, having probably about ten 
more years of life left in them — plenty 
of time for me to visit and pet until their 
hearts are content, but I don’t think I 
could imagine the pain of having lost a 

dog or pet permanently. It would be no 
large stretch to suggest that losing a pet is 
akin to losing an emotional companion. 
Though my story is dog-specific, any 
pet that brings anyone joy is a treasure. 
Pets are more than just pets; they are an 
extension of the family. I wish I had mine 
here bundled up and crowded on my lap 
now as I write this story, but I can take 
some solace in the fact that they are safe, 
sound and loved back home. 

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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OPINION

Students need therapy dogs again 
after a stressful semester and year

OPINION

Pets provide comfort, stability like family

Allons
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@TheVermilion for more updates



6   OCTOBER 7, 2020   |   THE VERMILION

Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Every year around Easter, my 
elementary school classmates would stop 
asking their parents for horses and start 
asking for rabbits. It makes sense; young 
children see rabbits all around them as 
part of Easter displays and decorations 
and decide they need one. As far as I 
know, none of those classmates ever got a 
rabbit. 

That’s not the way it goes for every 
family, however. Many families will buy a 
pet rabbit for their child while under the 
impression that it will be an easy pet. It 
lives in a cage, it’s cute and soft, so what 
else could you need for an easy first pet?

Rabbits are actually notoriously difficult 
to take care of, and they’re very expensive 
as well. It takes a lot of dedication to 
own and properly care for one, and once 
parents discover this, they usually just get 
rid of the rabbit. 

According to National Geographic, 
“The Georgia House Rabbit Society 
gets more than 500 requests a year 
from owners looking to get rid of their 
rabbits—far more than they have the 
resources to save. Edie Sayeg, a rescuer 
with the group, believes thousands of 
rabbits are simply ditched outdoors in 
Georgia.”

It’s not just rabbits. Fish are even more 
common choices for a first pet. They live 
in a bowl and simply need to be fed once 
a day and have their water cleaned every 
so often. If they can live in those tiny 
containers at the store, surely this much 
bigger bowl will be better for it.

In actuality, adult goldfish need 20 
gallons of water per fish to live healthy 
and happy lives. Betta fish, another 
common type of fish, need five gallons or 
more. There’s a lot more that goes into the 
care of a fish that most people aren’t aware 
of.

If you’re thinking about getting a rabbit 
or a fish, here’s some information you 
need to know.

Going back to rabbits, they’re 
considered exotic pets. This means that vet 
expenses are going to be higher than the 
cost of a dog or cat. They also don’t like 
to be confined to a cage like many people 

think. They require space to move around 
in, and most rabbit owners who know 
what they’re doing allow theirs to have 
free reign of their homes. They are able 
to do this by litter training their rabbits, 
similarly to cats, to avoid making messes 
everywhere. 

Rabbits eat hay and grass, which should 
consist 80% of their diet, along with fresh, 
leafy greens and vegetables. Rabbits don’t 
actually like carrots as much as “Looney 
Toons” might have you thinking. They 
don’t eat root vegetables naturally in the 
wild, and due to their sugar contents, 
should only be allowed to have them 
occasionally, as a treat.

Also, despite their soft fur, rabbits aren’t 
as cuddly as one may think. They prefer to 
be on the ground, and will get upset and 
potentially violent if they are held. Many 
people pay to have their rabbits trained, 
similarly to dogs.

Let’s look at fish again. As stated, certain 
types of fish need different amounts of 
water to live happy lives. If purchasing 
a fish, you will need to make sure you’re 
purchasing the aforementioned tank, 
along with a filter, a siphon and a heater. 
Water conditions are important for fish, 
and things like temperature and ph levels 
need to be monitored to ensure that the 
fish is in a healthy environment. The 
numbers vary depending on what type of 
fish you have. 

There’s also a process of getting the fish 
into the tank as well. Fish can’t be dumped 
out of their pet-store bag into their new 
tanks immediately. They have to be slowly 
introduced to it. If you have other fish, 
websites recommend quarantining your 
new fish at first to make sure there are no 
health issues before putting it with the 
others.

Another thing to bear in mind is that 
some types of fish don’t get along with 
each other. It’s imperative to do research 
if you want a tank with multiple fish to 
make sure there’s enough water and space 
for all of them and that they won’t throw 
fins with each other on sight.  

I advise doing research on websites 
that aren’t affiliated with corporate pet 
stores such as PetCo or PetSmart. These 
stores sell tanks that are much too small 
and will often recommend you buy them. 
When shopping for a fish with a friend, 
who is very knowledgeable about fish, it 
was recommended to us by an employee 
that we buy a three gallon tank for the 
two betta fish he was considering, despite 
every other website telling us that wasn’t 
enough. They also take very poor care of 
the fish in their stores, and often, buying a 
fish from them feels like going on a rescue 
mission. 

Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Dogs have almost always been a part 
of my life. My family never went too long 
in between dogs, and I now have two of 
them. Nyla, who is about 10 years old, 
is a miniature Italian greyhound. I got 
her when I was in seventh grade as an 
emotional support animal to help with my 
anxiety. She isn’t trained to be one, so she’s 
lacking any kind of official certification, 
but she helps anyway. 

Jazzy is a shih tzu mix. We don’t know 
what he’s mixed with, but he’s a small dog 
at six pounds, and he’s also around 10 
years old. I found him while volunteering 
at a shelter during highschool. My mom 
was reluctant to get him due to his age, but 
I managed to convince her by reminding 
her that old dogs need homes too. 

Jazzy has cataracts, so he tends to walk 
into walls and doors occasionally, and 
the glass door in our home is his biggest 
enemy. When his water bowl is empty, he 
finds an empty water bottle and drops it at 
my feet. If there are no bottles to be found, 
he will stand and bark at the bathtub until 
someone fulfills his request. 

He is the pure definition of a lap dog. 
When I’m sitting at my desk to do work, 
he would bark at me until I put something 
on the ground for him to lay on, so I had 
to buy him a dog bed to put next to my 
chair. Any time I’m on my bed, or he 
thinks I am, he’ll bark at me until I put 
him up there too. He gets upset if he can’t 
be in the same room as me, and has never 
seemed to mind wearing clothes, unlike 
Nyla.

Although they’re around the same age, 
Nyla has much more energy than Jazzy. 
While Nyla is chasing squirrels or rabbits 

in our backyard, Jazzy prefers to nap in 
the shade of the open garage. He tends 
to cough after drinking water, which we 
attributed to him drinking too quickly. 

Approximately a month ago, my dogs 
were due for their routine shots and 
heartworm medication. While there, 
they also got some bloodwork done for a 
standard checkup. After returning Nyla 
to me, they kept Jazzy inside while they 
informed me of the news. 

Jazzy has an enlarged heart, as well as 
fluid around his heart.

I talked to the vet over the phone, 
muting myself so I could cry while he 
spoke, and then pulling myself together 
just long enough to reply when needed. 
I couldn’t even be in the same room as 
Jazzy as they gave me the news due to 
COVID-19. Nyla sat in my passenger seat 
and tried to lick my arm as my world fell 
apart.

As it turns out, I was being a little 
dramatic. Jazzy isn’t pawing at death’s 
door. It would be more accurate to say 
that he’s very slowly wandering over to it, 
which was probably true anyway, given 
his age.

Jazzy’s diagnosis came with a large vet 
bill and even larger lifestyle changes. Now, 
he isn’t allowed to have any sodium at 
all, which means no more slipping him a 
small piece of a chicken nugget every so 
often. He’s eating new, prescription dog 
food, and he has to take two pills twice 
daily. 

Nyla, if you’re wondering, is healthy 
as can be, despite her being five pounds 
overweight.

All of the things that I attributed to 
his older age — the coughing, the lack 
of energy — are all symptoms of heart 
disease in dogs. That wasn’t something I 
knew, yet I felt like an awful owner for not 
recognizing it and bringing him in sooner. 

So, for the sake of you and your dogs, 
here are some common symptoms of 
heart disease. 

According to Pet Health Network, 
symptoms include “... fatigue, reduced 
willingness to walk or exercise, difficulty 
breathing, loss of appetite, weight loss, a 
distended abdomen, trouble sleeping or 
coughing.” (A distended abdomen is when 
the dog’s abdomen grows larger.) 

Early heart disease is asymptomatic, 
which means that there won’t be any 
signs until it progresses to a more fatal 
stage. Dogs should get yearly checkups 
to ensure that their heart is still doing 
well. Heart disease in dogs also can’t be 
prevented with things like a certain diet 
or exercise. Pet Health Network says the 
only heart disease that can be prevented is 
heartworms, which is why early diagnosis 
is so important.

There is no cure for it. Surgery would 
be ineffective, expensive and too risky. 
Even if there was something that could be 
done with a surgery, Jazzy’s old age and 
small weight would put him at too high 
of a risk of not waking back up due to the 
anesthesia. The best we can do is keep up 
his lifestyle changes and take him to the 
vet every month for checkups.
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Some pets need more care and 
attention than their owners may realize

OPINION

Warning signs of heart trouble in 
dogs I wish I’d noticed in mine


