
David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

Famous African-American author 
and former University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette writer-in-residence Ernest J. 
Gaines, Ph.D., passed away last week on 
Tuesday, Nov. 5.

Gaines was responsible for many 
critically acclaimed novels about racism 
and slavery in Louisiana such as, “The 
Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman” and 
“A Gathering of Old Men,” both of which 
were made into films. 

According to the Ernest J. Gaines 
Center website, he received 27 separate 
awards for his writing and was made a 
Chevalier (Knight) of the French Order 
of Arts and Letters in 2000.  

Cheylon Woods, the head of the Ernest 
J. Gaines Center, said Gaines’ work was 
the first time many people were exposed 
to Southern African-American culture.

“So many people internationally 
have gained a deeper understanding of 
what it means to be Southern. Prior to 
Gaines’ writing, the South could easily be 
identified as stereotypically antebellum 
because of who was being portrayed. It 
was overwhelmingly white,” Woods said. 
“If you weren’t a landowner, you really 
weren’t that important.”

James McDonald, Ph.D., an English 
professor and interim head of the English 
department at UL Lafayette, worked at 
UL Lafayette while Gaines was a writer-
in-residence. He said Gaines frequently 
pushed his students to produce their best 
work and develop their style, even if their 
style wasn’t his.

“My understanding of what people 
would say is that he was patient, but 
demanding, and that his comments were 
incisive and encouraging,” McDonald 
said. “Although, as a novelist, he was 
much more traditional than, say, 
experimentalist in his own writing, he 
was able to work with writers of all kinds 
of approaches to writing fiction.”

McDonald also said Gaines often did 
readings that were open to the whole 
community and encouraged anyone 
interested to attend, regardless of whether 
or not they were a UL Lafayette student.

“He represented UL and the English 
department very well because he 
often did readings in the community 
(and) often spoke with people in the 
community about writing. So a lot of 
people got to know him,” he said. 

Woods knew Gaines personally and 
spoke highly of his character.

“He was a wonderful person. He was 
one of the kindest most supportive 
people I’ve met since coming to 
Lafayette,” she said.

David Squires, Ph.D., is another 
English professor at UL Lafayette and 
teaches Gaines’ work to his students. 
Squires said Gaines’ death was a 
tremendous loss.

“What a loss for his family, most 
immediately, and his community, but also 
a loss for UL and American letters,” he 
said.  

“My understanding of what 
people would say is that he 
was patient, but demanding, 
and that his comments were 
incisive and encouraging ... ”

According to a post the Ernest J. 
Gaines Center made on their Facebook 
page, Gaines’ funeral will be at Hall Davis 
and Sons Funeral Services on Saturday, 
Nov. 16. Visitation will be from 4-6 p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 15 and 12-1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 16. 

Woods said the Ernest J. Gaines Center, 
which is located on the third floor of 
the Edith Garland Dupré Library, held 
a memorial service on Monday, Nov. 
11 at 6 p.m. Those attending the service 
listened to a recording of him reading 
excerpts from “A Gathering of Old 
Men” and got an opportunity to sign 
a scrapbook for Gaines’ family, as well 
as share their feelings or memories of 
Gaines life. The scrapbook is available to 
sign from Monday, Nov. 11 to Thursday, 
Nov. 14.    

According to Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Gaines was born on Jan. 15, 1933 in 
Oscar, Louisiana. He graduated from San 
Francisco State College, which is now San 
Francisco State University, and went to 
graduate school at Stanford University. 
The Ernest J. Gaines Center website said 
he also served in the army. 

CORRECTION: 
In the previous issue of The Vermilion, photos 
taken by Vermilion photographer Brian Tran 
of the Cypress Lake Pier and the Sigma Nu 
fraternity house were mistakenly attributed to 
Vermilion photographer Kenton Jackson. 

Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

After several campus rumors that 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
intends to change its school mascot 
back to the bulldog, officials are 
denying any claims of the switch. 

Senior Communications 
Representative Eric Maron said there is 
little legitimacy behind this rumor.

“We haven’t changed the mascot. 
Nothing’s been decided on that,” Maron 
said of the supposed bulldog mascot.

He assured that a change this big 
would have “to go through our office,” 
that is, the Office of Communications 
and Marketing.

Despite the fallacy in the rumor, that 
does not mean that change could not 
be on the horizon for the face of Ragin’ 
Cajuns.

“People are talking about it, but 
obviously we’re looking at different 
things. I mean there’s nothing really 
formal that’s being done. I mean that 
everything that we’re doing is kind of 
just discussing, ‘What do we do if we if 
we do something? What kind of costs 
are concerned or involved?’” Maron 
said. “But there’s really no movement at 
all on it.”

If the rumor were true, this wouldn’t 
be the first time the university named a 
bulldog as its mascot.

“Originally, UL Lafayette’s mascot 
was a bulldog,” Lisa Wade, Ph.D. said in 
her “The Society Pages” article.

Yet, the university has seen many 
mascots over the years, as their human 
counterparts graduated and left UL 
Lafayette behind.

According to the Ragin’ Cajuns 
website: “...in the early 1960’s as an 
effort to ‘fire up’ the football team, 
Coach Russ Faulkinberry called his 
team the Raging Cajuns since 95 
percent of the football team was from 
the Acadiana area. It was then decided 
by the Sports Information Director, 
Bob Henderson, to honor the team and 
the Cajun heritage by calling them the 
Raging Cajuns. The nickname of the 
Bulldogs was replaced in 1962. Not 
long after, this was shortened to Ragin’ 
Cajuns.”

And with the creation of a unique 
team name, came the creation of a 
unique team mascot.

“The first Ragin’ Cajun mascot was 
Cajun Man,” Wade said.

However, racial tensions heightened 
around the introduction of the white 
Cajun Man mascot and the diverse 
community at UL Lafayette.

According to Wade, with the 
graduation of the problematic Cajun 
Man came Cajun Chicken.

Cajun Chicken quickly won the 
hearts of fans with his spontaneity.

“The Cajun Chicken had shown up 
on the doorsteps of the complex and 
created a new experience to add to the 
game,” said the Ragin’ Cajuns website. 
“Not only did he add to the excitement 
that is Ragin’ Cajuns athletics, he was 
also quite entertaining and could cause 
a stir.  With the spirit of Elvis Presley, 
the talent of Michael Jackson, and 
the darkness of the Grim Reaper, no 
fan would ever know what the Cajun 
Chicken would do next.”

Of course, Cajun Chicken’s 
graduation ushered in a new mascot.

“The University had to look no 
further than the new logos. Inside 
the logo, a pepper was used as the 
apostrophe for Ragin,’” the website said, 
adding this prompted the introduction 
of the Cayenne mascot.
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“Jak” the bulldog during during the Mississippi State game on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA pushes for further 
basketball attendance 
among students

Homecoming king and queen discuss 
future, appreciation for university

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The Student Government Association 
held a meeting in the Helma B. 
Constantine on Monday, Nov. 11.

The student senators did not pass or 
vote on any resolutions this week. 

SGA Treasurer Jonathan Adams 
announced the University Program 
Council would not be paying for snow 
for the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette Annual Sneaux Day this year.

“We got some word about Sneaux 
Day from UPC. They’re not paying for 
snow this year,” Adams said.

According to Adams, the school is 
going to try to find funding for Sneaux 
Day from another source.

Reed Broussard, a liberal arts senator 
who also represents Ragin’ Cajun 
Athletics, announced the tailgate for 
future football games is likely to remain 
at the same place.

“For football, we look to keep the 
tailgate at the same location because 
that seems to be a good location in 
terms of spacing and everything,” 
Broussard said.

He also said Ragin’ Cajun athletics 
is looking for new ways to encourage 
students to attend basketball games.

“For women’s basketball and men’s 
basketball, we’re looking for different 
ways to incentivize getting students out 
to games,” Broussard said. 

Jacob de Gruy
NEWS WRITER

Last week, UL Lafayette crowned 
seniors Jonathan Alexander and April 
Pruitt as the 2019 Homecoming king 
and queen. Alexander and Pruitt say 
they both feel very honored to be 
picked, and both credit their academic 
accomplishments for the opportunity.

“I was on the homecoming court in 
high school,” said Pruitt. “I definitely 
feel like back then, it was more of a 
popularity contest than it is now.” 

Pruitt then went on to describe 
the process of getting onto the court, 
explaining how the qualifications are 
more merit-based.

“The good thing about UL’s process is 
that it takes into account your academics, 
your student involvement and your spirit 
for the university,” Pruitt said. “It’s not a 
popularity contest. Of the large panel of 
judges, I only knew a couple. They make 
their decision based on who you are 
holistically, not just by how many people 
like you.”

Pruitt is a senior majoring in biology, 
and she said she hopes to go into 
graduate research.

“I enjoy neuroscience,” Pruitt said. “I 
love the intricacies of the brain and how 
much we don’t know about it. There’s a 
large avenue for researchers to explore, 
to really just understand basic questions 
about neurodevelopmental disorders like 
autism.”

Jonathan Alexander is majoring in 
finance, with the hope of either pursuing 
a career in the U.S. State Department as 
a foreign service officer, or going on to 
graduate school to study student affairs, 
with the hopes of becoming a dean of 
students one day. 

“Both of those paths are very different, 
I know, and neither really coincide with 
my major,” Alexander said. “I chose 

finance because I also have a dream of 
opening up my own business one day. I 
kind of have my hands in a little bit of 
everything.”

Pruitt is the secretary of her sorority, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha. She is also the 
president of the University Program 
Council and a member of Habitat for 
Humanity. Pruitt has furthered her 
biology education by participating in 
numerous summer internships both here 
and in California.

“My classes are more difficult, and I 
do take a lot of hours, but I enjoy hard 
science classes,” Pruitt said. “I knew 
coming into UL Lafayette that I’d have 
to be more competitive if I wanted to 
succeed in this line of work.”

Alexander is a member of Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity, as well as the Black 
Male Leadership Association and the 
Association of Future Alumni. He also 
holds the position of senate chair on 
SGA.

Neither Pruitt nor Alexander had 
initially planned on going to UL 
Lafayette, but both agree that it turned 
out to be the best place for them.

“I was originally looking into Tulane; 
I loved New Orleans, but the price made 
me look elsewhere,” Pruitt said. “When I 
came to UL’s preview day, I was amazed 
by how happy the students were here, 
and by how much they wanted me to 
come to their school. I felt that this was 
a community I could get attached to 
quickly, and I’ve gotten more and more 
school pride over the years.”

“I was between Xavier, Southeastern 
and UL,” Alexander said. “My brother 
went to Xavier, and we used to live in 
New Orleans before Katrina, so I really 
wanted to go there. But people from 
my high school went to UL, and when I 
visited, I just loved the atmosphere here. 
I’ve had the best experience here.”
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Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

Nov. 8
l  At 12:53 p.m. a reporting person stated he was receiving threatening 
messages on his phone via text message while working at the Cajun Dome.

Nov. 7
l  At 2:18 a.m. an officer arrived at Heritage Apartments in reference to a vehicle 
that had egg residue and eggshells on it. Officers located a second vehicle later 
in the day.
l  At approximately 9:40 a.m. Lafayette Police Department Cpl. Broussard 
received two separate calls involving UL sororities. An officer went to Campus 
Edge Apartments and met with LPD and involved parties.
l  At 8:45 p.m. a UL student requested assistance with changing a flat tire with 
a jack on his vehicle in zone 15. Officer Meyer assisted. The calling party later 
advised of a tire theft and submitted a report.

Nov. 6
l    At 12:11 a.m. a physical altercation between two students was reported at 
Coronna Hall. Officer investigated the incident and referred the students for 
discipline.
l    At approximately 12:22 p.m. an officer arrived at Cajun Field in reference to 
vehicle damage caused by a weed eater. The officer made contact with the 
involved parties.
l    At 9:32 p.m. officers witnessed two separate fights occur in the courtyard area 
while working an event at the Student Union. The event was shut down and the 
crowd dispersed.

Nov. 5
l  At 6:49 p.m. officers investigated a complaint of marijuana being smoked on 
campus and made one arrest.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Homecoming Queen April Pruitt and Homecoming King Jonathan Alexander at the Univer-
sity of Louisiana at Lafayette Homecoming football game on Nov. 2, 2019.

ATTENTION: 
Student Government Vacancies 

 
       
 GRADUATE SCHOOL     3 Senators 
 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE    1 Senator 
  

If you have any questions, please call at (337) 482-2742 or email at 
sga@louisiana.edu. Applications are now available online at sga.louisiana.edu and 

in the SGA office, Student Union, Room 159. 
 

Deadline: November 15, 2019 @ 12:00 pm                     
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Amelia Jennings
NEWS WRITER

On Nov. 5 in Moody Hall at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
Tabasco held an event called “Getting 
the Inside Scoop Behind the Sauce with 
Tabasco Brand Executives” from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m.

During the event, a Tabasco sauce 
tasting station offered samples of 
habanero Tabasco mixed with a variety 
of things, such as butter, to help show 
people how the flavor could be enhanced. 

“This is our Tabasco Habanero Flavor 
Lab,” Katlyn Decou, who works with 
the Tabasco Company, said. “It teaches 
people about our habanero sauce and 
how they can actually use it. A lot of 
people think Tabasco sauce is just heat, 
and this actually expands the flavor.”

They also offered it with Nutella, to 
show the variety of things Tabasco could 
be eaten with.

“We actually go through a sampling: 
First they try Tabasco on a cracker with 
butter. The butter actually cuts the heat 
out so you taste the actual flavor behind 
the habanero, which is papaya, mango, 
banana, black pepper, cane sugar; it’s a 
really sweet flavor,” Decou added. “And 
then they go and taste it on a gram 
cracker with Nutella, and that kind of 
shows that adding the habanero to the 
Nutella gives it that fiery, smokey, fruity 
flavor.” 

 

During the event, Tabasco offered 
seminars to UL Lafayette students and 
faculty from things like international 
business at 1 p.m. to food science at 3:30 
p.m. The UL Lafayette engage website 
explained the general premise of the 
programs:

“Join us for a day as we explore how 
a small company like the McIlhenny 
Company based out of Avery Island, 
Louisiana manufacturers and sells 12 
different types of sauces to over 195 
countries and territories in 25 different 
languages. We will have executives from 
different areas of the business give us the 
insight scoop on how they bring seed to 
sauce to table,” according to the site.

The event also included a table for 
students to sign in. Some business majors 
were offered extra credit to go and learn 
about Tabasco’s success.  

“This is the sign-in table for students 
for different classes, marketing, 
undergraduate and graduate level, and 
management classes as well for the 
American Marketing Association. So 
professors are encouraging or offering 
points to their students who come attend 
these presentations all day from people 
at McIlhenny, talking about Tabasco and 
International Business Day and a bunch 
of other topics,” Mikie Michit, a graduate 
student running the sign-in station, said. 

The CEO and President of Tabasco, 
Harold Osborn, was also at the event and 
explained what the goal of coming to UL 
Lafayette was.

“The McIlhenny Company is here 
partly to find employees who live in the 
area,” Osborn said. “We’re a 150-year-old 
company, and we’re always looking for 
talent that UL has given us a lot of. I’m 

a UL graduate. I’ve been very excited to 
try to get people, to let them know that 
Tabasco is there — some people have 
forgotten — and it also helps us. We get 
to interview a lot of people in a very short 
period.”

John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

Vermilion Express, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s bluegrass band, 
will hold its first concert of the semester 
in Burke-Hawthorne Hall on Wednesday, 
Nov. 13, to bring the class’s semester to a 
close.

The concert is a regular performance; 
the band does one concluding concert 
every semester. Something a little 
different about this concert, however, is 
the fact that this will be the band’s first 
performance of the semester — in the 
past, they’ve done three, four or even up 
to nine performances in one semester. 

According to Leonard Springer, Ph.D., 
the reason why the band hasn’t been 
performing any concerts this semester is 
he’s been spending a lot of their practice 
time rebuilding the band, as half of their 
members are in it for their first time and 
might not be familiar with bluegrass 
music.

“So, we have two new members and 
they just happen to be kind of both 
not familiar with bluegrass and not as 
familiar with their instruments as some 
students in previous semesters have 
been,” Springer said, adding “so it’s a 
rebuilding process — we kind of have 
to rebuild the sound and rebuild our 
repertoire.”

“I tried to, at the beginning of the 
semester, find out what everyone’s 
strengths are and whether we have a 
viable band just based on everybody’s 
strengths,” Springer added. “And then, I 
start to talk with the students about what 
they’d like to work on, how they’d like the 
build on their weaknesses.”

Springer also explained how, as he 
was deciding the setlist for the concert, 
he included more than just traditional 
bluegrass songs. He said he wanted to 
showcase the individual talents of all of 
the musicians, and, for the students new 
to bluegrass and their instruments, he 
would do so by giving them songs more 
in their element.

Another thing special to this semester’s 
concert is they will be debuting two 
tracks from guitar player and songwriter 
Emily Ortego’s upcoming album, “Love 
Drought,” set to release in December.

The junior music business major said 
the songs, as well as the album itself, 
contain elements from different music 
genres, from country and bluegrass 
to pop. Ortego has been a part of the 
band since her freshman year, and she 
described what kind of impact it has had 
on her as a musician.

“I think it’s been about two years 
I’ve been a part of the band, and every 
year there’s new people and there’s new 
challenges to face and conquer,” Ortego 
said. “And I think, throughout my time 
with the band, I’ve really noticed that 
I’ve become a better musician the longer 
I’ve been with the band, and I’ve become 
a better songwriter and just a better 
performer in general.”

Alternatively, 40-year-old international 
graduate student Dror Arussi is one of 
the newer members of the band. Arussi 
came to Lafayette from Israel to pursue 
his master’s in music performance, and 
this semester is the classical guitarist’s 
first at UL Lafayette as well as his 
introduction to bluegrass music.

“The music is very fun,” Arussi said. 
“It’s simple, very folky, it’s got simple but 

moving text, and just the sound of it — 
the sound of all of the instruments, all 
the string instruments together — there’s 
something very raw about it.”

As for the performance on the 
Wednesday, Arussi said he is both excited 
and nervous because he does not know 
what to expect, adding he thinks they did 
a decent job of putting together a lineup 
with the time they had.

The concert will be at 7:30 p.m.; 
general admission is $5, but any student 
with their ID or person under the age of 
18 can get in for free.

Springer later commented on what 
kind of value he sees the concert having 
for UL Lafayette students:

“It’s very intimate; you kind of feel, I 
think, that you get to know the students 
who are on stage, you get to see what 
kind of talent they bring to the stage 
from their past experience either at the 
university or outside the university, and 
it’s really a very creative feeling that it’s 
not a dead form of music on display 
it’s very much an alive, kind of vibrant 
feeling that the students bring to the 
stage.”

EVENT PREVIEW

University bluegrass band members old 
and new conclude ‘rebuilding’ semester

Tabasco offers taste tests, informative 
seminars to university students

Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

A bottle of Tabasco sauce at the Tabasco event in Moody Hall. 
Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

A bucket of small souvenir Tabasco bottles at the event on Nov. 5, 2019. 

Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

Employees representing the McIlhenny Company hosted an event celebrating the success 
of Tabasco Sauce for the B.I. Moody College of Business on Nov. 5, 2019. 

Photo via Leonard Springer

Vermilion Express 2019 spring concert in Burke-Hawthorne Hall. Pictured from left to right: 
Benjamin Richey, banjo; Leonard Springer, bass; Emily Ortego, guitar.
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Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana basketball team opened 
their 2019-20 regular season with plenty 
of new faces and an opportunity to 
continue their recent success.

The season started in style with a 95-
67 win over Loyola-New Orleans, head 
coach Bob Marlin’s 400th career victory.

There are a lot of new names for 
Louisiana basketball fans to begin 
learning. In their first game against the 
Wolfpack, three of the five Louisiana 
starters played their first minutes in a 
Ragin’ Cajuns uniform.

One of the new faces on the Ragin’ 
Cajuns basketball team, Jalen Johnson, 
a transfer from Saint Louis University, 
led the team in scoring with 22 points on 

7-12 shooting. The forward added to his 
efficient debut with a block, a steal and 
nine rebounds in 28 minutes.

The other two new additions to the 
starting lineup, freshman forward 
Kobe Julien and junior transfer Dou 
Gueye, were right behind Johnson with 
impressive stat lines as well. Julien had 15 
points on 6-12 shooting and added a steal 
and six rebounds while Gueye added 15 
on 6-10 shooting with nine rebounds and 
a block.

The Ragin’ Cajuns and Wolfpack 
battled early, but a big 12-0 run at the end 
of the half gave Louisiana a nice 44-30 
cushion at halftime. Eventually, halfway 
through the second half, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns opened up a 20-point lead and 
pulled away late in the game to secure the 
first victory of the 2019-20 season.

Their next matchup at home was 
against the McNeese State Cowboys.

This time around, the Louisiana offense 
started off cold. In the first nine minutes 
of game time, the Cowboys opened up a 
14-4 lead, but Louisiana fought back. 

McNeese controlled most of the first 
half, but a late 11-2 run by Louisiana 
brought it to a 33-32 game at halftime, 
giving them a chance in the second half.

This time, the Cowboys offense started 
the half cold shooting from the field. The 
Ragin’ Cajuns stormed to take a 56-42 
lead nearly halfway into the second half, 
but it was not an easy closeout.

Louisiana held a healthy lead for most 
of the second half, but with 39 seconds 
left, the Cowboys cut the lead to three 
points at 79-76, and even down to one 
point at 80-79 with 29 seconds left. 

The teams traded a couple of missed 
free throws, but Johnson’s two clutch free 
throws stretched the lead to 83-80, and 
a missed game-tying three pointer by 
McNeese sealed the Ragin’ Cajuns second 
victory of the season.

The 85-80 win was lead by a familiar 
face for Ragin’ Cajuns basketball fans. 
Junior guard Cedric Russell scored 22 
points on 8-17, shooting with four assists 
and five rebounds.

Johnson was great on both sides for 
Louisiana against the Cowboys, scoring 
21 points, blocking five shots and 
recording three steals. 

The 2019-20 Louisiana basketball 
season is off to an exciting 2-0 start, and 
they play two games next week, one on 
the road against TCU and one at home 
against Youngstown State.

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

Coaches usually don’t focus on their 
individual achievements. Their goals are 
normally centered around the success 
and progress of their team, but for 
Louisiana Men’s Basketball Head Coach 
Bob Marlin, sometimes your individual 
awards must be applauded, especially if 
attained quicker than others. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
defeated Loyola (New Orleans) 95-67. 
This victory for Louisiana gave Coach 
Marlin his 400th Division I win. Marlin 
now becomes the 35th active coach in 
NCAA history to cement 400 Division I 
wins in his coaching career. 

With this new milestone achieved, 
Coach Marlin also became one of five 
coaches in Sun Belt history to record 100 
wins, a mark Marlin reached faster than 
any coach in league history. 

Congratulations were in order for 
Coach Marlin as former players such as 
Elfrid Payton, Frank Bartley, and Bryce 
Washington gave their praising words to 
their former coach via twitter video. 

“Coach, whats up, this is Frank 
checking in from Spain, Congrats on win 
number 400; that’s big time,” Bartley said 
in the video. “I am happy I was able to be 
a part of that success and I am wishing 
nothing but success for you and the team 
this upcoming season, and I’m looking 
forward to seeing you guys dancing in 
March.” 

“Coach Marlin congratulations on your 
400th win, just keep continuing doing 
great things and keep achieving, love 
you,” Washington recorded. 

“What’s up Coach, EP here, just want 
to congratulate you on your 400th career 
win. Very proud of you and I know you 
got many more to come. Continue going 
and congrats again,” Payton recorded.

All three former Louisiana players 
achieved great things under the tutelage 
of Coach Marlin. 

Payton helped lead the Ragin’ Cajuns 
to a Sun Belt championship as well as 
All-Sun Belt Honors, where he opted 
out of his senior season to enter the 
draft. He was drafted No. 10 overall in 
the 2014 NBA Draft to the Philadelphia 
76ers before being traded to the Orlando 
Magic. Since then, Payton has played  
 

for the New Orleans Pelicans and now is 
playing for the New York Knicks. 

Bartley is one of 48 Louisiana players 
to eclipse the 1,000 point mark in Ragin’ 
Cajun history. It was an even more 
monumental moment because he did it 
two seasons after transferring from BYU. 
He was named 2018 LSWA Player of the 
Year in his last season with Louisiana, 
before signing to play professionally with 
the Riptide in Canada. Now, Bartley is 
playing professionally in Spain. 

Washington, known as one of the most 
dominant big men in Louisiana history, 
achieved great things under Marlin. 
Washington in his senior year for the 
Ragin’ Cajuns averaged 10 points and 10 
rebounds while shooting 51% from the 
floor. Before ending his collegiate career, 
Washington took away many awards, but 
just to name a few were the 2018 First-
Team All-Sun Belt Conference, 2018 
First-Team NABC All-District, and 2018 
Lou Henson All-America Team. 

Washington started his professional 
career by playing in the National 
Basketball League of Canada for the St. 
John’s Edge. Recently, he is now playing 
for a professional team overseas in Israel. 

Coach Marlin received a game ball 
commemorating his achievement in 
center court during the Saturday game 
in which the Ragin’ Cajuns defeated 
Mcneese 85-80. 

In the post-game press conference, 
Marlin went back into coach mode while 
others wanted to talk about his individual 
glory; he wanted to highlight things that 
his team needs to improve on. 

“First night out we had six players I 
believe never played a Division I game 
and they played hard but they threw 
it around the gym the whole night, 
disappointed in that,” Marlin said. “We 
should’ve handled their pressure a little 
bit better. But again, good opening 
statement by our team. I felt we out 
rebounded them hard in the second half 
that was key in the game and shot a good 
percentage also.” 

The Ragin’ Cajuns are now 2-0 and are 
preparing to face TCU on the road on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12 and Youngstown State at 
home on Friday, Nov. 15. 

Lousiana men’s basketball opens season 
with two wins over Loyola, McNeese

Men’s basketball coach reaches 400th 
win milestone, players celebrate

Sports

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Freshman Kobe Julien dunks the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese Cowboys 
on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2019.

Photo by  Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Cedric Russell (0) attempting a jumpshot as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese 
Cowboys on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Head Coach Bob Marlin observing the game as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese 
Cowboys on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2019.
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Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns have been playing 
impressive football all year. They are 
currently 7-2 overall for the season 
and are ranked No. 1 in the Sun Belt 
for the West division. And with these 
achievements as a team, it is only right 
to assume that there are some standout 
players who will start to get recognized 
for their performance. 

Senior Offensive Lineman Robert Hunt 
has accepted an invitation to the 2019-
2020 Reeses’s Senior Bowl. This premier 
college showcase is coached by NFL 
coaches and scouts and will take place 
in Mobile, Alabama, at Ladd-Peebles 
Stadium. The 6-foot-5, 322-pound 
offensive lineman is an integral part in 
helping the Ragin’ Cajuns become the 
nation’s third-best rushing attack with 
288 yards per game and the nations 13th 
highest total of offense, 491.1 per game. 

The invitee list for this specific senior 
bowl is usually curated by a watch list 
earlier in the season. Hunt was not found 
on that watch list and was never added 
to it. 

Jim Nagy, who is one of the executive 
directors for the Reese’s Senior Bowl and 
is an ESPN NFL draft analyst, tweeted 
on how the decision to invite Hunt came 
solely from being so impressed with his 
highlight tape. 

“Robert Hunt was the only player in 
the initial 81-man Reese’s Senior Bowl 
invite list that our staff didn’t see play live 
in a game,” Nagy tweeted. “That’s how 
much we liked his tape!”

This makes Hunt the first Ragin’ Cajun 
to be invited to the postseason all-star 
game since former Louisiana defensive 
back and now Detroit Lion player Tracy 
Walker. 

In company with Hunt are senior 
defensive back Michael Jacquet III and 
senior wide receiver Ja’Marcus Bradley. 

Jacquet has accepted an invite to the 
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl, which will 
be held on Jan. 18, 2020, in Pasadena, 
California in the Rose Bowl Stadium. 

 Von Hutchins, a southeast scout for 
the NFLPA Collegiate Bowl, tweeted his 
excitement to see Jacquet compete in the 
bowl.

“Former WR with size, length, 
and fluidity,” Hutchins tweeted. “@
NFLPABowl likes his upside at CB 

and looking fwd to @Who_wantsMike 
competing in 1on1s in #Pasadena” 

Jacquet has turned into a dominant 
defensive force for Louisiana in this 
recent season. He is fourth on the 
team with 30 tackles, recording two 
interceptions in the season against 
Liberty and Texas State and adding four 
interceptions to his career total. Jacquet 
also recorded his first career sack and 
forced fumble against Mississippi State, 
with three pass breakups against Liberty, 
Ohio and Arkansas State.

Bradley is known for being one of 
the top wide receivers in the Sun Belt 
conference. And his performance has not 
gone unnoticed.

The Louisiana wideout has been invited 
to the 95th East-West Shrine Bowl that 
is to be played on Jan. 18, 2020 in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, at Tropicana Field. 
It is the longest-running college football 
all-star game in the country and will be 
broadcasted live via the NFL network. 

Bradley has been having a successful 
season. He currently has 510 receiving 
yards, ranking him 8th in the Sun Belt 
Conference, and he achieved one of the 
best receiving seasons in 2018, in which 
he caught a team high 10 touchdowns 

and added 608 yards. This season Bradley 
has 5 touchdowns, bringing his career 
total to 18. Bradley has 36 receptions on 
the year and is one touchdown away from 
breaking into the Ragin’ Cajuns top 5 for 
career touchdowns. 

Earlier in the season, Bradley was the 
second-highest graded wide receiver 
in college football with a grade of 88.6 
right behind LSU wide receiver Justin 
Jefferson. 

Louisiana Head Football Coach Billy 
Napier spoke on Bradley’s consistency at 
the beginning of the season. 

“He’s a tremendous practice player and 
he’s a very consistent guy,” Napier said. “I 
mean you know what you’re getting out 
of him every day, and that consistency 
and that discipline and those practice 
habits led to great production last 
season,” Napier said. 

These three Louisiana players are not 
only focused on their individual awards 
but are still looking to contribute to the 
Ragin’ Cajun team for the remainder 
of the season as their eyes are set on 
returning to the Sun Belt Championship.

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

The Ragin’ Cajuns women’s basketball 
team is off to a great start so far this 
season. After playing in two exhibitions, 
they finally had their first official season 
game. 

The first exhibition game was against 
Mississippi College at the Cajundome. 
Louisiana won 73-65. 

The second exhibition game saw 
Louisiana compete against Spring Hill 
College. The Ragin’ Cajuns beat them, 
winning 85-48. 

After two successful home exhibitions, 
Louisiana played their first home and 
official game of the season. 

The game was held on Nov. 7, with the 
Ragin’ Cajuns facing Loyola. This was 
the first meeting between Loyola and 
Louisiana, and the game was broadcasted 
on CST and ESPN plus. The game could 
also be heard on 960 AM talk radio. 

The final score of the game was 67-
51. With this win, head coach Garry 
Brodhead is 7-1 in season openers since 
leading the program. 

Louisiana had an unstoppable 
combination of offense and defense 
that led to their victory. Teamplay and 
communication were evident on both 
sides of the court. 

Over 10 players scored in the game, 
with more than five of them scoring 
at least five points. Defensively, the 
team was all about playing strong and 
maintaining their hustle. 

The defense held Loyola to shooting 
less than 40% each quarter and 34% 
overall. In contrast, Louisiana shot 42% 
overall. 

The contest was fairly even with both 
teams only scoring eight points to start 
with, until the second quarter came. In 

the second quarter, Louisiana shot 71% 
and was fueled by key players scoring. 

After halftime, they only came out 
stronger. In the third quarter, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns went on a 13-3 run. Following 
that impressive run, Louisiana led by 15 
points or more for the rest of the game 
except for a brief lapse in the last minute 
of the game. 

Key players for Louisiana included 
junior guard Skyler Goodwin, sophomore 
guard Andrea Cournoyer, junior forward 
Ty’Reona Doucet and freshman guard 
Makayia Hallmon. 

Goodwin led the team with 12 
points, while Cournoyer added seven. 
Cournoyer was strongest in the first half, 
while Goodwin produced more in the 
second for an even contribution. 

Doucet added nine points, which 
included banking four field goals inside 
the arc. Hallmon contributed eight 
points. 

Play from Doucet and Hallmon helped 
Louisiana beat Loyola in bench points 
34-3. The team worked cohesively with 
15 of their 24 baskets coming off assists. 

Statistically, Louisiana led in more 
than just shooting percentage. The Ragin’ 
Cajuns had fewer turnovers than Loyola, 
more steals and a better three-point 
shooting percentage.

Next up the Ragin’ Cajuns play 
Mcneese State at the Cajundome on 
Thursday, Nov. 14 at 6 p.m., followed by 
Southeastern on Sunday, Nov. 17 at 4 
p.m. Both games will be broadcasted on 
ESPN plus. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns won their games last 
season against both teams, so it should be 
interesting to see if the streak continues. 
Following their next two games, they will 
travel to New Orleans for a game against 
UNO on Thursday, Nov. 21.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Ragin’ Cajuns women’s basketball win 
first game of season versus Loyola

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Photos via RaginCajuns.com
Michael Jacquet III (11), a defensive back for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns. 

Robert Hunt (50), an offensive lineman for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns.

Ja’Marcus Bradley (2), a wide receiver for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns.

3 Ragin’ Cajuns football players to 
play in individual All-Star games
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Elliot Wade
AFRICAN-AMERICAN COLUMNIST

Louisiana has been revered by many as 
a cultural epicenter. Our food, festivals, 
music and sense of community are 
unmatched. People still come from far 
and wide to experience only a taste of 
this unique state. What we are today 
would not be possible if not for the 
cultural melting pot that Louisiana once 
was. Beneath the beautiful swampy 
landscapes, our history is as murky 
and volatile as the Mississippi, one that 
we’ve all too often chosen to ignore or 
minimalize.

This weekend provided an opportunity 
to turn to the past and acknowledge its 
relevance to the present. Artist Dead 
Scott organized a reenactment of the 
German Coast Rebellion. Beginning on 
Nov. 8 and ending on Nov. 9, hundreds 
of reenactors armed with farm tools 
and unsharpened machetes walked 26 
miles across in the same footsteps of the 
original rebels from LaPlace to Kenner, 
later concluding in New Orleans at 
Congo Square. This area was once lined 
with over 350 plantations — ranging 
from simple farmhouses to grand 
mansions before the American Civil War. 
What was once cotton, sugar cane and 
rice plantations have now been replaced 
with exurban communities and oil and 
gas industries.

Participation in this event became 
a necessity for me. It was surreal to 
look onward at the hundreds of us that 
gathered along the levee in costume. 
Every aspect of the march exuberated 
strength, determination and power. The 
towering militia on horses, the beating of 
drums and rhythmic chanting created an 
almost dissociative effect within me — 
for a second, in my mind, it was 1811 and 
we were “On to New Orleans,” seeking 
“Freedom or Death.” The sound of our 
outcries echoed out to onlookers who left 
their houses or stared in awe outside of 
local businesses. The long march offered 
a lot of time to reflect and imagine the 
thoughts and feelings of those who 
participated in the actual uprising.

The original slave insurrection 
occurred on the east bank of the 
Mississippi River in what is now St. 
John the Baptist, St. Charles, Jefferson 
and Orleans Parishes. While Charles 
Deslondes has been often credited as the 
rebellion’s leader, other notable names 
included Gilbert, Kook, Quamana, 
Jeesamine and Maria Rose, along with 
others. The insurgents fought not just 
for their emancipation, but to end the 
institution of slavery itself. 

On the evening of Jan. 8, 1811, 
Deslondes led a band of rebels downriver 
on River Road. Reflected by the 

reenactors; they began in Norco and 
continued through the parishes of St. 
Charles and St. John. Deslondes was a 
slave driver owned by Manuel Andry, 
in east-bank St. John Parish. Deslondes 
was said to have united slaves on his 
plantation with runaways who formed a 
maroon society in the nearby swamps. 
It’s notable to remark that the rebellion 
also occurred during harvest when the 
southern enslaved population was often 
given more free time.

While Andry was attacked with an ax 
by the rebels, he managed to survive. His 
son and his head planter, Jean Francois 
Trepagnier, were not so lucky and were 
killed during the insurgency. Deslondes 
then had the rebels pool valuables from 
the plantation including arms, alcohol 
and work animals.

Although the slaves under Deslondes’s 
leadership possessed very few firearms, 
they did engage in combat with the local 
militia led by General Wade Hampton I, 
a plantation owner, three days after the 
rebellion began. Hampton was called 
from William Claiborne, the governor of 
the Territory of Orleans, to suppress the 
revolt. They were later joined by another 
militia from Baton Rouge. On the 

morning of Jan. 11, 1811, the rebels and 
the militia were up in arms.

The rebels fought with pikes, hoes and 
axes. They carried banners, marched to 
the beat of drums and were broken into 
subunits that each had individual leaders 
on horseback. The slaves had wreaked 
havoc on the region, setting plantations 
on fire as they marched towards New 
Orleans. Along the way, they recruited 
additional slaves while white residents 
fled to the city of New Orleans or the 
backwoods nearer their plantations.

These details were reflected in the 
reenactment, with groups of reenactors 
joining each other along the way, slowing 
forming an army for the rebellion. Even 
the fight was honored at the end of the 
first day in an open field near the Bonnet 
Carre spillway, muskets firing under the 
setting sun. 

The end of the march through the 
French Quarter felt almost like a parade. 
People saw this band of rebels and I 
could feel that they too had no choice 
but to acknowledge history. The city 
that was once one of the most integral 
trading ports of the United States and a 
state with one of the largest populations 
of enslaved people has since had to 

struggle to maintain its cultural identity. 
Gentrification has been a growing 
problem in New Orleans as historical 
businesses close and Air Bnb’s threaten to 
displace natives. The march was a grim 
reminder.

The ending of the reenactment was 
one of celebration — folks danced, sung 
and music played in Congo Square. The 
historical rebels, however, were not as 
jovial at the end of their attempts. Charles 
Deslonde was tried at the Destrahaun 
plantation. Many of the rebels were 
killed during the skirmish and those who 
survived were killed and dismembered 
alongside Deslonde, their heads put on 
pikes along the river to serve as a warning 
to potential rebels that might follow suit. 

The names of the rebels were honored 
through song instead of a simple solemn 
reading. Although I was exhausted and 
ready to be home, I know that I would be 
walking away from the experience a free 
man and that I had walked alongside the 
ancestors who sought it by any means 
necessary.

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

OPINION

Reenactment brings historical
slave revolt to life for columnist

Allons

Photo by Elliot Wade / The Vermilion

On Nov. 8 through Nov. 9 in New Orleans, Artist Dead Scott organized a reenactment of the German Coast Rebellion of 1811. 

Listen in.

thevermilion.com/allons/ragin_beat
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Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Many people believe patriotism is dead 
in America. That we’ve lost any sense of 
pride for where we are, respect for what 
it’s given us and love for what it can be. I 
don’t believe that; instead, I believe that 
we need to reevaluate where our country 
is in relation to the principles it was 
founded on.

A common phrase is that we are a 
country of immigrants. It’s true, and 
contrary to popular belief, immigration 
is what incentivizes patriotism. It’s what 
lights the torch the statue of liberty is 
holding because we will be flooded by 
people who want to be here, people who 
chose this country, who dreamed of it. 

American soil is the backyard to 
the natural-born citizens, but with 
immigration comes a fierce passion 
for the land they immigrate to. Those 
individuals will be the most patriotic 
people you’ll meet. 

Why am I saying all this? Well, as you 
know, voting day is coming up. We’ll be 
able to decide between a few different 
candidates, a few different policies and a 
few different laws. 

What I urge you to do is look closer 
to the principles you’d like this country 
to have. Similar to how the founding 
fathers encouraged immigration, they 
also discouraged a two-party system. 
There was a reason for that, and that was 
because we become blinded by our party 
lines. 

The red blindfold on Republicans tells 
you that Democrats are sensitive and 
weak. The blue blindfold on Democrats 
tells you Republicans are stupid and 
heartless. They’re both right. What people 
often forget is that these party lines are 
developed by people, and the parties 
are full of people. Whatever conclusion 
someone came too, they did it out of 
what they believe is self-interest. 

I’m the conservative writer here at 
The Vermilion, and I remember when 
I was first vying for the job. I told my 
friends, my family and the most common 
response was “conservative?”

Whether that was because of my own 
beliefs or because of the reputation 
it may give me, they were hesitant to 
congratulate. 

It’s because of how fierce our divide is. 
The blue will lambast the red till they’re 
… well, blue in the face. The red will do 
the same, in response, when in all reality, 
barely anyone knows what they’re talking 
about. It’s because a two-party system 
doesn’t foster education and research. It 
fosters hatred and vitriol. 

It otherizes one side of the aisle. It 
demonizes them to where all you see is 
red … or blue, respectively. 

So alright, I’ve complained for about 
430 words — what’s my solution? I’m 
glad you asked, reader, because I really 
wanted to give the answer. Don’t vote 
for a party. Don’t associate with a party. 
Don’t represent a party. 

Instead, vote for people. Associate 
with people. Not parties, but the people 
themselves. If it’s an independent, do 
it. If it’s a Republican, go for it. If it’s a 
Democrat, cast the vote. Like the people 
you vote for, and you’ll be surprised to 
see how fast you become represented. 

When I vote, I vote based on merit. If 
he’s a Muslim Democrat who says he’ll 
raise taxes during an inflationary period 
of our economy, I’ll be the first to vote for 
him. If he’s a Republican Catholic who 
says he’ll promote small business, local 
governments and individualism, I’ll be 
the first to vote for him too. 

The founding fathers didn’t just make a 
country; they made a group of principles. 
My first example was of immigration and 
how a founding principle was the idea 
that we should be a country people want 
to move to, a country people want to 
have pride in, a country people want to 
be patriotic about. 

Another founding principle is to vote 
for who represents you best. Not who 
your parents voted for, not what your 
party says, but who represents you best. 
Keep that in mind for this Saturday, and 
happy voting. 

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

This year, southern states had a good 
run in state and local elections. Virginia 
had state legislative elections, Kentucky 
had a smattering of state executive 
elections and Mississippi and Louisiana 
both had state legislative and executive 
elections. 

Most of the elections went as 
expected for the south. Mississippi 
elected a Republican governor and 
legislature, Louisiana’s legislature now 
has Republican supermajorities, and 
most of the Kentucky elections yielded 
Republicans. Three states made some 
surprising turns, however. Virginia 
cemented itself as a firmer “blue state,” 
flipping both chambers of its legislature 
for the first time in close to twenty years, 
Louisiana’s governor’s race is surprisingly 
close considering Republican domination 
here and in Kentucky it would seem 
that all roads point to Democrat Andy 
Beshear flipping the Governor’s Mansion 
from red to blue. Because Louisiana and 
Kentucky are in similar predicaments, 
I would like to compare their two 
elections. 

“I don’t think rallies he holds or 
tweets he sends out have 
much of an effect on the 
election outcomes ... ”

In both states, where Republicans have 
a firm standing, Democratic candidates 
for governor are doing surprisingly better 
than the norm. Every elected branch 
of government in Kentucky, besides 
the governor and lieutenant governor, 
have Republican majorities, making 
this election seem more like a fluke, and 
indeed a case for that can be made. Matt 
Bevin is a deeply unpopular governor, 
sometimes ranked as the most unpopular 
governor in the country depending 
on which poll you look at. Perhaps his 
Democratic challenger Andy Beshear 
won out of Kentuckian spite for Bevin. 
That begs the question, though, of why 
Bevin was not ousted in the Republican 
primary? That, I do not have an answer 
to.

In Louisiana as well, John Bel 
Edwards’s ascendance to the Governor’s 
Mansion might have been a fluke. In 

2015, he ran in the runoff against sex-
scandal riddled David Vitter, and so 
many might have voted for Edwards 
for the sake of not voting for Vitter. If 
Edwards is re-elected on Nov. 16, then we 
might be able to say it was not an outlier, 
but until then we can only speculate.

Another commonality both of these 
states have is that, as of now, it still is 
undetermined who the next governor 
will be. Here in Louisiana it is because of 
a runoff, but in Kentucky it is due to Matt 
Bevin, challenging the election results. 
The margin of Beshear’s victory was very 
close, he won by about 5,000 votes out 
of 1.4 million cast, but Kentucky does 
not have laws concerning recounts in 
governor election, and so Bevin seems 
to have claimed voter fraud (without 
evidence) to overturn the election in his 
favor. Personally, this is not the move I 
would make if I were the most unpopular 
governor in the country, as overturning 
a free and fair election tends to make 
people a little angry, but what do I know? 

Something that I have heard a lot since 
these elections started is the questioning 
of the effect of President Trump’s 
influence on the outcomes. I don’t think 
rallies he holds or tweets he sends out 
have much of an effect on the election 
outcomes, at least in his favor, and I think 
that is evident by the 2017 Alabama 
senate special election, the 2017 Virginia 
governor race, the entirety of the 2018 
midterms and the 2018 Kansas, Michigan 
and Wisconsin governors’ races. But this 
is a topic that deserves so much more 
attention than I can give it here, so it is 
something I will write about more in-
depth in the future.

In all, I generally do not think that 
President Trump has had much effect on 
statewide races, unless you count votes 
against his party as the effect. Kentucky 
and Louisiana have an interesting 
situation between them. Highly contested 
elections in what would seem to be safe 
one-party states is something that we 
don’t get to see very often (when was 
the last time you heard a Democrat 
had a shot at winning in Wyoming or 
Republican in California?) let alone 
happening in our own state. I already 
early voted in our governor election, 
so I can only sit and eagerly await our 
results. Until then, I will keep my eye on 
Kentucky.

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Kentucky, Louisiana 
share similar elections
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Like the founding fathers, 
vote based on the person

LGBT

Questionable V-Day comment shows 
genuine attempts at inclusion
Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Before I officially start this article, I 
want to make a note that it will contain 
mentions of domestic violence.

If you’re on campus often, chances are 
you’ve heard of V-Day Lafayette. At the 
very least, you’ve probably seen their full 
glass case in the Union or their bright 
pink tent at events like Get on Board Day. 

V-Day Lafayette is an organization 
on campus, open for all to join. Their 
president is Lara Vergenal. The “V” 
stands for “Victory over Violence,” and 
the group’s main purpose is to act against 
domestic violence. 

According to their Orgsync page: 
“V-Day is a global activist movement 
to end gender-based violence. V-Day is 
a catalyst that promotes creative events 
to increase awareness, raise money, and 
revitalize the spirit of existing anti-
violence organizations. V-Day generates 

broader attention for the fight to stop 
violence against women, girls, and trans* 
individuals, including rape, battery, 
incest, female genital mutilation (FGM), 
and sex slavery.”

The group is pretty active on campus 
with weekly meetings and fundraising 
for organizations such as Faith House; 
however, their biggest event is their 
production of “The Vagina Monologues.” 

“The Vagina Monologues” is a show 
featuring an all-female cast. Usually 
students, these performers will be reading 
monologues straight out of a book of the 
same name by Eve Ensler. According to 
ULink, the production is only performed 
on college campuses, and all proceeds are 
donated to Faith House, which is a shelter 
for women who are victims of domestic 
violence. 

V-Day Lafayette, as stated before, 
accepts trans members into its ranks. But 
do they accept them in their production? 

The answer is actually a simple yes. 
According to a flyer for the auditions, 

they want “women and female-
identifying performers.” No acting 
experience required. 

I do think that the wording of the flyer 
is a little strange, however. If someone 
is “female-identifying,” then they are a 
woman. It’s like saying you only want 
“chocolate mocha,” because mocha is 
already chocolate. So, why do they word 
the flyer like this, and is it problematic?

I don’t really think it is. It just 
seems like a genuine attempt to assure 
transgender individuals that they are 
included, taking away their need to find 
someone and ask, which could be an 
uncomfortable experience depending 
on whether or not someone is out or 
presenting. Maybe there’s a better way of 
saying it. I understand how the current 
wording of it seems to separate “female-
identifying” and “women,” but I think 
that’s just an issue with their sentence 
structure. 

What I like most about it is that they’re 
making an effort to be inclusive. For 

an organization geared mostly, if not 
completely, towards women, it can be 
difficult to assure transgender women 
that the group is a safe space for them as 
well. 

Transgender women don’t want to be 
seperated or alienated from cisgender 
women, so having a flyer explicitly state 
that the group is for them too can be 
hard. That being said, it can be difficult 
for a transgender woman to just assume 
the group is open to them because that 
leaves open the possibility of getting 
kicked out or ridiculed. 

Hopefully one day transgender women 
won’t have to worry about confusions 
like that, but for now — especially in 
the South, like we are — it’s something 
I predict will have to be endured for at 
least a little while longer.
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Who is your favorite 
music artist?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Brian Tran.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Dylan Sherman
MANAGEMENT  Senior

“My favorite artist right 
now is probably Da 
Baby. His syncopated 
rhythms accompanied 
with his unique voice 
allow for a very smooth 
sounding flow.”

Claire Burns
NURSING  Sophomore

“My favorite artist is 
Taylor Swift because 
she is an empowering 
woman who speaks so 
much truth about life.”

Alivia Johnson
BIOLOGY Junior

“Ed Sheeran, because 
his voice is very 
soothing.”

Emmanuel Guidry
NURSING  Junior

“NF, because he tells his 
story from the heart.”

Noah Weil
KINESIOLOGY  Junior

“Kanye West, because 
of his ability produce 
a completely different 
album every time he 
releases music.”

Lauren Amiss
KINESIOLOGY   Junior

“Khalid, because his 
music is relatable to 
people our age and it 
can be put on in any 
mood.”
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