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Th e University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Police Department responded to shots 
fi red at Legacy Apartments on Feb. 12 at 
3:59 p.m.

Colin Loft on, a UL Lafayette junior, 
was across the street in Girard Park with 
some friends during the time and recalled 
one popping sound that caught their 
attention. According to Colin, following 
the fi rst sound, they heard approximately 
10 shots as well as one bullet that sounded 
as if it was coming towards them from the 
Legacy Park Apartments. 

“Everyone around just kind of froze. 
And probably aft er the seventh or eighth 
noise, everyone just started booking it for 
the cars. And at some point during it, we 
could hear just like a whizz go over us, like 
a stray bullet was coming, and it fl ew from 
Legacy,” Loft on said. 

Th e UL Lafayette Police determined 
the incident as an illegal use of weapons, 
according to a report sent to Th e 
Vermilion. 

Th e police report stated, “A call was 
received in reference to a gun being 
discharged in the area of Girard Park 
near Legacy Park Apartments. Offi  cers 
responded to the area. Evidence was 
recovered. No injuries or damage to 
property was discovered or reported.”

Th ere were no suspects reported. 
Boyd Daniels, a sophomore majoring 

in marketing at UL Lafayette, described 
leaving the park as being hectic and 
diffi  cult due to the amount of people at 

the park that day. 
“Everybody was frantically trying to get 

out because it was like a full day, like the 
parking lot was full. So everybody’s trying 
to back out and get out, so I really couldn’t 
get out,” Daniels said. 

Some students addressed their concern 
for the University’s lack of communication 
as far as sending an emergency alert or 
email at the time. 

Kayla Buillot, a UL Lafayette 
sophomore, was studying in the park 

during the time of the incident and 
mentioned the need for a shooter warning 
from the university. 

According to Buillot, UL Lafayette 
Police should be patrolling campus or 
stationed at certain areas more oft en, and 
the university needed to let students know 
what was going on during an incident like 
this in order to keep everyone safe living 
in the apartment buildings.

“I don’t know why an active shooter 
warning was not sent out, but that was 

never sent out,” Buillot said. “And half the 
people that live in Legacy probably don’t 
even know that there was a shooting. So 
that shows a huge safety issue right there.”

Although there were no reported 
injuries or property damage, students 
still viewed the incident as a horrifi c 
experience.

“I think that was the scariest part: 
knowing that like a bullet came over our 
heads and I don’t know how close it was,” 
Loft on said. 

Shooting at Legacy Park over 
weekend, students frightened

Amelia Jennings
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Th ere were 20 new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff  at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of Feb. 6, according to the 
university’s COVID-19 dashboard on Feb. 6.

According to the dashboard as of 
Monday at 12:01 p.m., the university 
reported that 285 students and 494 faculty 
and staff  members contracted the virus, 
and 1,179 students have told the university 
they’ve tested positive. Th is means there 
have been a total of 1,958 cases among 
students, faculty and staff  at UL Lafayette.

Confi rmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff  and 
student workers. Self-reported tests were 
taken by off -campus health care providers. 
Students in this category sent their results 

to the dean of students themselves, 
according to the dashboard.

As of Sunday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

Th is is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

COVID-19 dashboard reports 20 new 
cases last week, university total at 1,958
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The front of Legacy Park on Feb. 13.
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Pandemic causes job drought, 
students looking for better jobs
Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

Th e pandemic has made an impact on 
the job market, aff ecting both students at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
and members of the local community. 
Some people are referring to this as a job 
drought. 

In 2020, the pandemic caused many 
businesses to close and left  many 
employees jobless. According to the Wall 

Street Journal, “Th e pandemic resulted in 
the permanent closure of roughly 200,000 
U.S. establishments.”

Th e economy suff ered and is fi nally 
starting to recover two years later. 
Businesses are beginning to hire again, but 
much has changed since the pandemic’s 
beginning. 

Zidane Tan, a junior majoring in 
accounting and fi nance, works at a local 
CPA fi rm. He previously worked at the 
STEP Lab at UL Lafayette. Due to the 
pandemic, fewer and fewer students are 

using the services, and he decided to fi nd 
a better job. 

“Getting some work experience that is 
related to my major, because I know it’ll 
be benefi cial for me in the future,” Tan 
said.

According to fl exjobs.com companies 
such as Adobe, Amazon, and Apple 
are switching to virtual work. It is now 
becoming increasingly common for 
people to choose to work from home. 

Tan feels optimistic about the current 
changes in the job market. He thinks that 

the new options emerging that off er more 
opportunities to work remotely will be 
successful. 

“I honestly like how people are starting 
to realize that not everyone has to go to an 
offi  ce to work,” Tan said.

While some people choose to work 
from home or leave for a better job, others 
decided to quit altogether. Many factors 
such as wages, job conditions and new 
interests factored into a large number of 
people leaving their jobs. 

Th e website Society for Human 
Resource Management reads, “Quitting 
has been especially high in hospitality, 
health care and logistics, as well as low-
wage sectors in general, where workers 
have been taking advantage of strong 
demand to look for jobs with better pay or 
working conditions.”

Dominique St. Andre, a senior majoring 
in accounting, decided to leave her job 
several months aft er the beginning of the 
pandemic and is currently not working. 

“At that time, I felt like my job wasn’t 
taking COVID-19 seriously and didn’t 
provide us with PPE until the day I 
decided to quit,” St. Andre said.

She explains that the current changes in 
the job market have aff ected her decisions 
about working in the future. 

“Th e pandemic slightly changed my 
future plans while entering the job fi eld 
with a Bachelor’s degree in accounting. I 
would rather work at a small accounting 
fi rm than a corporation if push comes to 
shove,” St. Andre stated. 

Higher wages and more fl exibility 
are now typical at businesses looking to 
attract people looking for work. Th ese 
changes are evident now that more places 
are reopening and seeking to hire new 
employees.

Adhamm Saff ord
ALLONS EDITOR

Th e University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
has chosen Barnes & Noble College, a 
subsidiary of Barnes & Noble Education 
Inc., to run Th e Ragin’ Cajuns Store, 

both online and at all physical locations. 
Additionally, Fanatics, an online 
sportswear retailer, will manage the 
university’s online fan shop.

Th e offi  cial announcement came in an 
email from the University on Feb. 9.

“Th e University has selected Barnes & 

Noble College to manage daily operations 
at all locations of Th e Ragin’ Cajuns Store 
and all course materials and retail and 
online operations. Fanatics, an online 
sports apparel retailer, will manage the 
University’s online fan shop. Barnes 
& Noble and Fanatics will off er an 
expanded selection of University-branded 
merchandise and apparel,” the email 
reads.

While more information about the 
details of the shift  to Barnes & Noble is 
still forthcoming, UL Lafayette students 
have shared their thoughts and concerns 
about the transition.

“Th at’s not right, I believe., said Sofi a 
Mejia, a junior in accounting. “It’s like a 
university thing, like a community thing. 
Bringing people or companies which 
are only profi ting from students who 
you know sometimes are not in good 
economic terms and need,” 

Others said they weren’t too concerned 
about whether or not they’d be able to get 
the school supplies they need aft er the 
transition to Barnes & Noble.

“I think because it’s going through 
the university, even though it is a third 
party, I think the books that we’ll need 
are still going to be available,” said Sage 
Pottbecker, a freshman in nursing.

Some students talked about their 
concerns over pricing and how that might 
change under Barnes & Noble.

“My main concern is really the pricing 
for the textbooks because it’s already 
really expensive, especially for college 
students. And if the prices go up, I 

wouldn’t be too happy about that,” said 
Kenedie Nelson, a sophomore majoring in 
psychology

Rhejan Hymes, a senior majoring 
in music business, echoed a similar 
sentiment.

“I think my main concern would 
probably be since it’s now a third party, if 
they want profi t they’re going to have to 
raise the price of books. So that will be my 
fi rst thing, but I also feel like it might be a 
good thing because there might be more 
options and cheaper options for books,” 
said Hymes. She also spoke about her 
concerns on how apparel will be handled.

“I feel like some of the shirt designs 
that we have are very centered in UL 
Lafayette, it’s very cultural for us.” Hymes 
said, adding that some jacket designs 
have been the same for years. “And the 
shirts with our majors and stuff  on them 
are really cultural to UL, to be able to 
buy your major on your shirt and wear it 
around especially on Fridays. Now I just 
hope they will take the designs or still 
collaborate with UL for our designs.”

Th e email from UL Lafayette further 
clarifi es that the partnership is still 
pending approval by the University of 
Louisiana System Board of Supervisors, 
and that all bookstores on campus will be 
temporarily closed.

“All bookstore locations will close for a 
two-week period for the transition later 
this semester,” the email reads.

As of Feb. 13 Barnes and Noble has not 
responded to requests for a comment.

Barnes & Noble, Fanatics to take over 
operations of The Ragin’ Cajuns Store

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion
McDonald’s hiring sign near campus on Feb. 13.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion
The University Bookstore sits at the corner of East St. Mary Boulevard and Rex Street on 
Feb. 13.
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Adhamm Saff ord
ALLONS EDITOR

Over the winter break, the Lafayette 
Consolidated Government (LCG) 
completed a project to repave and 
resurface East St. Mary Boulevard.

Th e section of the road near Rex 
Street was repaved, as it’s a high-
traffi  c area, as well as being part of the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
bus route. According to Cory Dupuis, 
an employee at Lafayette Consolidated 
Government, failures in the roadway 
were repaired, the surface was replaced 
and the previously fading lines were 
redone.

“Roadway base failures were repaired 
and existing asphalt surface was 
removed and replaced with a 2” thick 
asphalt resurfacing. Roadway striping 
was also replaced as part of the project,” 
he said in a written statement to Th e 
Vermilion.

Th e bicycle lanes still remain; 
however, the traffi  c cones that previously 
blocked them off  from vehicle traffi  c 
have been removed for the time-being. 
Dupuis shared that they haven’t been 
permanently removed and will be 
replaced.

“LCG Traffi  c Department will be 
replacing the delineators, but will be a 
diff erent style. Th is work is scheduled 
to be done in the near future,” Dupuis 
stated.

Th e project took about three weeks 
to complete and was mostly done over 
UL Lafayette’s winter break to minimize 
traffi  c congestion.

When asked if other roads on UL 
Lafayette campus might be similarly 
resurfaced in the future, Dupuis shared 
that no other streets are involved in 
current projects, but that the Lafayette 
Consolidated Government is evaluating 
and considering a couple of potential 
streets for renovation.

“To my knowledge, no other streets 
are planned for resurfacing in ongoing 

projects, but LCG is evaluating the 
remainder of East Saint Mary Street and 
McKinley Street to be included in future 
projects,” Dupuis said.

Th e continuing work on Lafayette’s 
infrastructure has been one of the 
focuses of the city government. Th e 
Lafayette Consolidated Government’s 
adopted budget for the 2021-2022 
fi scal year states in its introduction the 
importance of a strong infrastructure.

“Th e maintenance, revitalization and 
development of critical infrastructure 
are crucial to the success of the City and 
parish. Infrastructure boosts commerce, 
supports businesses, connects cities 
and creates opportunities for struggling 
businesses and communities,” the 
budget states.

Th is importance was further stressed 
in the fi scal year 2022 budget proposal, 
where $8 million was appropriated for 
city road and bridge improvements, and 
$5.4 million for parishwide road and 
bridge projects, as well as $1.2 million 
in equipment “to support in-house road 
and bridge maintenance.”

Th e Public Works Department has 
allocated roughly $8.2 million to city 
infrastructure improvements, going 
specifi cally to: preliminary engineering, 
university corridor (a long-term project 
to redevelop University Avenue), 
urban asphalt street patching, urban 
asphalt overlay/reconstruction, city 
bridge renovations, urban asphalt 
street preservation and city drainage 
improvements.

Mayor-President Josh Guillory 
wrote in his budget message about the 
city government’s ongoing work on 
infrastructure.

“We are working hard to utilize 
the unprecedented fl ow of state 
and federal dollars available for our 
drainage infrastructure needs. We are 
also making important infrastructure 
investments in the City of Lafayette, 
including downtown, to improve our 
ability to recruit and retain business,” 
Guillory wrote.

Police Reports
Compiled by Cole Broussard

Feb. 12
• At 3:59 p.m., a call was received in reference to a gun being discharged in the 
area of Girard Park near Legacy Park Apartments. Brass shell casings and 
video were recovered, no injuries or damage to property was discovered.

• At 1:10 p.m., offi  cers responded to a vehicle crash in Olivier Parking Tower 
involving a gray 2013 Hyundai Accent, a green 2002 Toyota Tundra and a gray 
2007 Honda Accord.

Feb. 11
• At 7:30 p.m., offi  cers responded to a walk-in complaint at Bittle Hall in 
reference to non-consensual disclosure of a private image. An investigation 
was conducted and no arrests were made.

Feb. 10
• At 8:40 p.m., an offi  cer responded to Heritage Apartments for a trespasser. The 
suspect was previously arrested and released after sleeping on the mezzanine 
fl oor of Agnes Edwards Hall. The subject was arrested again. 

• At 2:50 p.m., an offi  cer responded to Heritage Apartments for a reported theft.

Feb. 9
• At 10:03 p.m., offi  cers were dispatched in reference to someone sleeping on 
the mezzanine fl oor of Agnes Edwards Hall. The suspect was arrested and 
released on a summons. 

• At 5:22 p.m., offi  cers responded to a noise complaint at Heritage Apartments. 
During the investigation, a suspect aggressively resisted offi  cers. No injuries 
were reported, and the subject was arrested and released on a misdemeanor 
summons.

Feb. 8
• At 6 a.m., offi  cers were dispatched to Russo Park in reference to a landscaping 
employee running over a rock with a lawnmower, breaking a car window.

Feb. 7
• At 10:51 a.m., offi  cers responded to a hit and run crash. The suspect was 
identifi ed and an arrest was made. 

• At 7:30 a.m., an offi  cer was dispatched to the UL Lafayette Motor Pool in 
reference to a stolen, white 2003 Chevrolet 2500. The vehicle was later 
recovered by Lafayette City Police.

East St. Mary Boulevard resurfaced
due to continuing infrastructure efforts

ATTENTION!
The following sections are looking for writers:

News       Sports       Allons
Apply online at thevermilion.net

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion
Repaved East St. Mary Boulevard on Feb.13.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

As the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s baseball season prepares to 
open on Feb. 18, controversy has arisen 
over UL Lafayette Athletics’ continued 
use of Ticketmaster’s online service. 
Admission to single games is listed at 
$8.50, but when purchasing through 
Ticketmaster, fees and service costs raise 
the price to $21.20 per ticket. Th ese 
charges may persist until Ticketmaster as 
a service is dropped by UL Lafayette. Th e 
fees in question included a service fee for 
each ticket, a facility fee for each ticket, 
and an order processing fee. 

LSU-Shreveport youth team director, 
Coach Chris Bertrand, tweeted a 
screenshot on Feb. 4 detailing the costs, 
“I know it’s being discussed but it’s past 
time to kick @Ticketmaster to the curb! 
@RaginCajuns need to do better for 
#CajunNation! 4 baseball tickets cost $34 
but there’s $54.35 in fees! Are we really 
charging a ‘facility fee’ for a university 
owned stadium?” He declined further 
comment.

UL Lafayette’s Director of Ticket 
Operations Kali Judice declined to 
comment on the details of this contract 
or concerns raised by students and fans.

Aft er merging with Live Nation 
Entertainment back in Nov. 2018, 
Ticketmaster has become a mainstay 
as one of the largest online ticket 
distributors in the world. Both companies 
have been the center of several scandals 
over the years. Most recently, Live Nation 
has been sued for several billion dollars 
aft er a Travis Scott festival in Houston 
killed 10 people, some being minors. Th e 
concert left  almost 300 injured and 25 

hospitalized, according to Th e Guardian. 
Most of this tragedy’s outcome was 
attributed to poor planning, overbooking 
of the venue and understaffi  ng of security 
and emergency personnel.

On Jan. 18, Live Nation announced 
the When We Were Young Festival for 
the week of  Oct. 22, featuring a massive 
lineup of 2000’s rock and punk bands, all 
to perform sets over one-day shows. Th is 

event, coupled with the recent increase 
in ticket prices, is seen by many as an 
attempt to off set the aforementioned legal 
and civil costs coming Live Nation’s way.

UL Lafayette communications 
freshman Logan Staton wrote in a 
statement to Th e Vermilion that he does 
not care about Ticketmaster’s fees since, 
as a student, he gets into games for free.

Communications junior Kade Parker 

wrote in a statement to the Vermilion, 
“Ticketmaster in general overcharges 
people in ‘service fees.’ We saw Jim 
Gaffi  gan at the Cajundome last weekend. 
Tickets were listed at $30 but we ended 
up paying more in service fees than the 
actual tickets.”

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

On Jan. 30, just aft er the conclusion of 
the NFL’s 2022 Pro Bowl in Las Vegas, 
ESPN reported Saints star running 
back Alvin Kamara was arrested, and 
he was charged with battery resulting 
in substantial bodily harm due to his 
involvement in a fi ght at a casino the 
night before. 

Video evidence from the casino 
confi rms Kamara was the initiator in 

this beating, hitting club promoter 
Darnell Greene in the face eight times 
and continuing to swing aft er he was on 
the ground. Kamara’s associates stomped 
Greene dozens of times as well, knocking 
him out and fracturing his right orbital 
bone before being broken up by security. 

Greene’s injuries warranted days of 
hospital treatment. Police were unable to 
arrest Kamara until Sunday aft ernoon, 
which allowed him to participate in the 
Pro Bowl due to a delay in receiving 
testimony. Kamara’s court date is 
scheduled for March 3. According to Las 

Vegas attorney Joel M. Mann, Kamara’s 
charge carries a maximum sentence of 
fi ve years and a $10,000 fi ne.

While the NFL’s track record shows 
it’s unlikely that Kamara will face much 
time for this off ense, this potentially puts 
the New Orleans Saints in a bad situation 
next season. As quarterback Jameis 
Winston recovers from his ACL surgery, 
Kamara is slated to be the focal point on 
off ense and the key to opening up play 
action for Winston’s deep ball.

Incredibly, this marks the fourth NFL 
player arrested this season alone due to 

incidents taking place in Las Vegas. In 
November, Raiders wide receiver Henry 
Ruggs III was charged with a felony 
DUI resulting in death aft er reportedly 
reaching speeds of 154 miles per hour 
down a narrow boulevard and colliding 
with another vehicle. He allegedly blew 
twice the legal limit hours later aft er 
receiving treatment at a local hospital. He 
faces, all told, a maximum sentence of 50 
years, and may well never play another 
down in the NFL.

Fellow Raiders player, cornerback 
Nate Hobbs, was also arrested on DUI 
charges on Jan. 3, just two months aft er 
Ruggs’ tragic actions. Th is arrest came 
hours aft er a return to Vegas following a 
Raiders win over the Indianapolis Colts. 
Th at Hobbs and the team’s leadership 
and culture overall would have allowed 
a player to drive drunk aft er a teammate 
inadvertently killed someone just 61 
days before is, in this writer’s opinion, 
unfathomably callous and selfi sh.

Topping all these in terms of reckless 
disregard for law and safety, though, is 
former Raiders and Chiefs cornerback 
Damon Arnette, who over the course 
of the 2021 season, was: sued over an 
alleged hit-and-run from the year prior; 
cut from the Raiders following a leaked 
video featuring death threats while 
holding guns; and arrested on Jan. 29 for 
assault with a deadly weapon and two 
drug possession charges, all taking place 
in Vegas. 

In a November conference call, 
Raiders’ GM Mike Mayock went on 
record regretting having draft ed Arnette 
in the fi rst round back in 2020 and 
admitted there were “character concerns” 
pre-draft  that were overlooked. 

He said, “Can a country kid live in a 
big city, or vice versa?” “We do have to be 
aware of Vegas. But my thing is this -- in 
just about any mid- to big-sized city in 
the country, if you want to fi nd trouble, 

Ticketmaster, UL partnership 
increases baseball ticket price

Saints star running back Alvin Kamara 
arrested in Vegas following Pro Bowl

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionulFollow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion
The box offi  ce ticket booths on Feb. 14. 

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion
Alvin Kamara runs with the ball in a game against the Atlanta Falcons in the Superdome.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

As the major conference realignment 
has begun, there has been a seismic shift  
in the Sun Belt Conference, home of the 
Ragin’ Cajuns. Th e addition of four new 
schools was announced in December, 
with hopes that each new school would 
become eligible in 2023. However, 
recently, James Madison University 
announced they will be competing in all 
major sports in the 2022-23 season.

James Madison is one of the most 
competitive Football Championship 
Subdivision schools in the country, 
routinely competing for a national title in 
football. Adding them into the fold gives 
the Cajuns some serious competition in 
not only football, but all sports.  

Aft er winning the FCS national title 
in 2016 on the gridiron and reaching 
the championship game two more times 
since then, they’ll begin their adjustment 
instantly. Th eir football program is 
exceptional, consistently being at the 
top of the totem pole, but the addition 
of their other sports is something worth 
noting. 

Competing in the Colonial Athletic 
Conference, it’s sure to be a tough 
adjustment for them at fi rst, but time will 
tell as they begin gaining more notoriety 
with the bigger programs.

“We look forward to JMU competing 
as a full member of the Sun Belt 
Conference in the Fall of 2022,” Sun Belt 
commissioner Keith Gill said during their 
introductory press conference. “I want 
to thank JMU President Jonathan Alger 
and Director of Athletics Jeff  Bourne for 
positioning themselves so well to allow 
for such a quick transition. None of this 
could be possible without tremendous 

leadership and preparation. I’d also like 
to thank our current member institution 
presidents and athletic directors for 
helping make this transition for JMU 
take place a year ahead of schedule. We 
certainly appreciate the collaborative 
process.”

Th e Dukes will compete in the Sun 
Belt in volleyball, cross country, women’s 
soccer, men’s basketball, women’s 
basketball, men’s golf, women’s golf, 
men’s tennis, women’s tennis, track & 
fi eld, soft ball and baseball beginning this 
fall. As an adjustment period begins in 
their fi rst year in the conference, James 
Madison will not be eligible to compete 
for a Sun Belt Conference title until 2023.

“JMU is ecstatic to be joining the Sun 
Belt Conference, and it’s a win-win for 
everyone involved that this transition will 
take place this July,” Bourne said during 
the introductory press conference. “Each 
of our sports will be a great fi t for the Sun 
Belt and bring value to the conference 
while also being positioned to be 
successful from day one. I’d like to thank 
Keith Gill, the rest of the Sun Belt staff , 
and the member institution presidents 
and athletic directors for their hard work 
to make this happen.”

Th e Dukes will become an offi  cial 
member of the conference come July 
1, 2022, expanding the conference to 
11 teams for the 2022-23 season. It’s 
an exciting time to be a member of the 
Sun Belt Conference. Becoming one of 
the most competitive non-Power Five 
conferences, the Ragin’ Cajuns have 
played a major factor in their success 
both in football and many other sports. 
Now adding a school so rich in history, 
athletically, this will surely boost the 
overall strength of the conference as a 
whole.

James Madison University gears 
up for SBC in upcoming season 

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion
Inside of the Caesar’s Superdome in New Orleans on the Dec. 18, 2021.

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion
Sun Belt Commissioner Keith Gill at a pre-game press conference on Dec. 3, 2021.
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Allons
Adhamm Saff ord
ALLONS EDITOR

I’ve been thinking a lot about the game 
Death Stranding lately. It was a polarizing 
game when it came out back in 2019. It’s 
essentially a game where you just walk 
around and deliver packages to people. 
Th ere’s some combat and stealth, but 
it’s mostly walking and navigating the 
terrain. But there’s just something about 
the world and atmosphere of the game 
that completely pulled me in. It’s one of 
the few games that could so fully convey 
a feeling of loneliness and isolation, while 
at the same time drawing some sort of 
beauty from it.

Death Stranding is set in what remains 
of America aft er a cataclysmic event 
brings about Beached Th ings, ghostlike 
entities that consume what they touch, 
and Timefall, a rain that rapidly ages 
whatever it touches. Much of the outside 
world is heavily deteriorated, in addition 
to being extraordinarily dangerous to 
traverse. So, most people have isolated 
themselves, either in remote and 
disconnected cities, or on their own in 
prepper shelters.

Your job is to brave the ruined world 
to deliver packages to people. Th at’s it. In 
just about any other game, this wouldn’t 
be particularly compelling, unless you’re 

really into delivery simulators. But 
Death Stranding’s world is what kept me 
invested, and what totally enraptured me.

It’s a lonely, desolate world. Th e terrain 
is diffi  cult, Beached Th ings threaten your 
survival if you wander into where they’ve 
made their home and the packages 
you carry constantly weigh you down.  

Th e few people that are out there have 
lost their minds and try to steal your 
packages. For the most part, you’re on 
your own.

Without much in the way of action 

most of the time, and without someone 
talking in your ear every few minutes, 
you’re just left  with something so simple 
yet so human: the act of walking and 
thinking to yourself.

Death Stranding reminded me of that 
same sensation that came over me when 
I’d walk the city streets alone at night. 

Th e feeling of being utterly alone, yet 
somehow connected to everything. Th e 
world looms over you, and sometimes it 
can feel totally overwhelming. But despite 
its scale, you’re still a part of it, even 

when you’re isolated from people.
Th e lack of people out and about in 

the world helps to cement the game’s 
theme of human connection. Without 
others around, you miss the people that 
might be with you in other games. Your 
only real company is the baby you have 
strapped to your chest (don’t worry about 
it), and the music that comes in at key 
moments to break the silence.

It’s like taking a deep breath before 
a sigh. Death Stranding’s world pulls 
beauty out of desolation, it’s impossible 
to not stop and admire the mountainous 
terrain, the rivers, the forests, all of 
it, really. Death Stranding reaches its 
peak, not in its few bombastic action 
moments, but in the long walk, when 
your destination comes into view and a 
gorgeous song slowly fades in to welcome 
you.

It’s an experience that’s stuck with 
me since I fi rst played it. I still listen 
to the soundtrack pretty regularly, and 
I’m always reminded of the world that 
Death Stranding had me walking through 
and admiring. For a world so totally 
destroyed, there was still great beauty in 
it. It never hurts to bask in beauty, even 
as the world is falling apart. What else are 
we here for?

Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

SATIRE — Th e University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette has reported that vending 
machine purchases have increased by a 
factor of 500% this semester. Th is report 
comes in the wake of a recent article from 
Th e Vermilion, in which the Offi  ce of 
Housing commented on an increase in 
marijuana usage on campus. 

 At this time, it’s unknown whether 
these data points are signifi cantly linked. 
Marijuana scientists at UL Lafayette have 
been unable to reasonably prove that 
vending machines and the snacks within 
have anything to do with blunts and 
bongs. It just makes no sense; why would 
a weird leaf have anything to do with 
delicious snacks?

 UL Lafayette is asking every 
department on campus to investigate the 
issue. With luck, all illegal substances will 
be eliminated from our school for the 
fi rst time in recorded history. We’ll fi nally 
have a safe, yet kinda boring campus. 

 One theory, raised by botany 
professors in Billeaud Hall, suggests that 
students are using the vending machines 
themselves to “light up.” Aft er partnering 
with engineering students to recreate and 
test their theory, they gave a statement to 
Th e Vermilion that was, in a word, hazy. 

 “Pour some water in at the bottom, 
like where you get your snacks. Get your 
lighter ready and inhale through the coin 
slot, dude. Do not ask how we know this,” 
the anonymous professor said. 

 Th e professor said it’s possible that 
students partaking in this activity would 
purchase a few snacks aft er “puffi  ng 
the magic dragon.” Th is could be why 
vending machine usage has increased 
so signifi cantly this semester. He also 
reiterated several times that his fi ndings 

were purely theoretical, and that the 
redness in his eyes was irrelevant. 

 Another theory, as stated by 
Accounting 101 Professor Meredith 
J. Anne, was more critical of students 
who smoke marijuana. Anne is the 
chair of an all-white, independent board 
of professors who are committed to 
eliminating drugs from campus.

“If you’re spending all your money 
on weed, you’ll have none left  to buy 
actual food. I mean just think about food 
stamps,” Anne said. 

And when you’re high, you’re too lazy 
to be a productive member of society, let 
alone walk all the way to the dining hall. 

Th is creates the perfect storm for those 
vending machine vermin walking the 
halls of our campus.”

Shortly aft er the formation of this 
board of professors, students gathered 
at Baker Hall in protest. Why they 
decided to gather there, no one can 
really be certain. However amidst the 
chaos, students attending formed a new 
organization called S.S.S.S. (the Society of 
Student Sativa Smokers.) 

Now, the Society is organizing various 
events across campus to raise awareness 
about the positive eff ects of marijuana. 
Despite the fact that UL Lafayette Police 
dispatched every drug dog in a one-mile 

radius to their fi rst meeting, they could 
fi nd no evidence of actual marijuana. 
Offi  cers did note, however, the strong 
smell of Lysol and Febreeze.

Spokesperson for S.S.S.S. Angie S. List 
gave a statement to Th e Vermilion in 
response to the 500% increase in vending 
machine purchases. 

“Listen, all I’m saying is that the 
university can thank us for the free cash. 
Leave us alone, and there will be more 
where that came from. Just let me cough 
up my lungs and eat my Bugles, honey 
buns and Oreos in peace,” List said. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Death Stranding: The loneliest 
path through a ruined world

University reports increased vending 
machine usage after marijuana boom
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

Imagine the following: it’s Nov. 17, 
1978, and you switch on the television 
to watch the premiere of “Th e Star 
Wars Holiday Special.” As you are 
watching it, an animated segment of 
the special comes on called “Th e Story 
of the Faithful Wookiee.” Th e special 
turns out to be a disappointment, but 
in the animated part, you do see the 
fi rst appearance of a new “Star Wars” 
character called Boba Fett. 

Since his fi rst appearance in 1978, Boba 
Fett has become one of the most popular 
characters in “Star Wars,” even though he 
had only six and half minutes on screen 
and four lines in the original trilogy. But 
it wasn’t until season two, episode six of 
“Th e Mandalorian” in 2020 that we even 
saw what Boba Fett looks like under the 
helmet. 

Soon aft er Boba Fett’s appearance on 
“Th e Mandalorian,” it was announced 
he would have his own miniseries on 
Disney+, “Th e Book of Boba Fett.” 

It is set in the same time period as 
“Th e Mandalorian,”  about fi ve years aft er 
“Return of the Jedi.” 

“Th e Book of Boba Fett” makes 
excellent use of fl ashbacks to dive deeper 
into the character of Boba Fett and to 
show how he survived being swallowed 
by the Sarlacc pit. Th e fl ashbacks and the 
main story take the audience on a man’s 
journey trying to fi nd redemption.  

I think the show’s most outstanding 
achievement is that it has actually made 
me care about Boba Fett. Sure, as a “Star 
Wars” fan, I always thought he was an 
okay character, but I never really saw 
the hype around him. I never got a feel 

for his character from the movies. But 
because of this show, I am excited about 
what other stories can be explored.  

Temuera Morrison (who also played 
Jango Fett in the prequel trilogy) brings 
Boba to life with his performance. He 
knows how to mix the more serious, 
intense scenes with comedy. I was 
surprised about how hilarious the 
episodes were. Th ere were many times 
throughout that I burst out laughing. 

Viewers will see the mythology of “Star 
Wars” runs deep within the show. More 
of the universe of “Star Wars” during the 
years of the New Republic is explored, 

beyond just the Jedi and the Sith.
Even though many new characters 

are introduced throughout the seven 
episodes, a few familiar characters make 
appearances. However, the plot felt lost at 
certain moments with the introduction of 
so many new characters. But the setting 
on Tatooine did give the series a sense 
of familiarity. It was nice seeing more of 
the planet and how Boba takes his place 
as the criminal underworld leader on it, 
but he does not rule in fear like one of his 
predecessors, Jabba the Hutt. Boba Fett 
is actually a kind and caring person who 
would do anything to protect his friends 

and the people of the planet he calls 
home. Th e episodes pull back the layers 
of Boba Fett and show he is a complex 
individual, not just some tough brooding 
guy in cool armor. 

In recent years one of my favorite parts 
of “Star Wars” is its exploration of those 
years aft er the fall of the Galactic Empire. 
“Th e Book of Boba Fett” does just that, 
showing one part of a larger story. Th e 
show has something for new and old fans 
of “Star Wars.” Happy Watching!

The Book of Boba Fett has made 
me actually care about Boba Fett

Cajun Candids
Get on Board Day

Photos by Jalen Duplessis

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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“What are your plans for 
Valentine’s Day?”

Sounding Off  is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off  do not refl ect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff  or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones

 SOUNDING

OFF

Madison Vidrine
HISTORY  SOPHOMORE

“Nothing much. Just 
chilling at home.”

Zachary Thibodeaux
BIOLOGY  JUNIOR

“FaceTime date with 
my girlfriend, who is in 
Tennessee.”

Vakeira Smith
HEALTH INFORMATICS  FRESHMAN

“Going out to eat.”

Job Lantz
BIOLOGY  SENIOR

“Study for biochemistry 
and a FaceTime date 
with my girlfriend.”

Cameron Hewitt
COMPUTER INFORMATICS  SENIOR

“Work, sadly. But 
whenever I’m off  I’m 
going to make it up to my 
girlfriend. We’ll probably 
have a nice dinner.”

Ana Mejia
ACCOUNTING  JUNIOR

“I own a business, 
Magnolia’s Flowers 
and More, and I will 
be creating beautiful 
arrangements for 
couples on Valentine’s 
Day.”

ATTENTION!
The following sections are looking for writers:

News       Sports       Allons

Apply online at thevermilion.com
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