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There were four new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
last week, according to the university’s 
COVID-19 dashboard on Monday, Feb. 
22 at 5:26 p.m..

According to the dashboard as of 
Monday, the university has confirmed 
that 195 students and 135 faculty and 
staff members contracted the virus, and 
470 students have told the university 
they’ve tested positive. This means there 
have been a total of 800 cases among 
students, faculty and staff at UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 
were taken by off-campus health care 

providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

Last week, one faculty or staff 
members tested positive. The university 
didn’t confirm that any students tested 

positive, and three students reported 
that they tested positive, according to the 
COVID-19 dashboard on Monday. 

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

Lena Foster
NEWS WRITER

Catalytic converters have recently been 
a target for thieves nationwide, and the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette is 
now one of the victims of this surge.

According to Sgt. Billy Abrams, 
University Police public information 
officer, there have been two cases of 
stolen catalytic converters reported on 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
campus. 

A report was made on Jan. 25, 2021, 
at 1:27 p.m., near Abdala Hall involving 
theft of a catalytic converter from a silver 
2019 Ford Expedition. The incident 
occurred on Jan. 22, 2021, at 1 p.m. 
Another report was made on Feb. 2, 
2021, at 2:02 p.m., near Abdala Hall 
as well involving a theft of a catalytic 
converter from a 2016 white Dodge Ram.

“We don’t have the information right 
now to say that they are related, but (it 
is) more than likely simply because of the 
time span between the two incidents,” 
Abrams said. “Those are the only two 
we had on campus. As far as outside of 
campus like the city and neighboring 
cities, I know that it’s a common issue.”

Catalytic converters are found in the 
exhaust system in between the muffler 
and the engine. According to the New 
York Times, these emissions-control 
devices consist of metals like palladium, 
rhodium and platinum; each of these has 

a higher value than gold. 
This puts catalytic converters at a 

higher risk of being stolen.
According to the New York Times, 

due to stricter car emissions regulations, 
the metals that cover the interior of the 
converters increased in demand and 
therefore led to soaring asking prices. 

“From a police standpoint, it’s not 
surprising because people commit crimes 
for little to nothing,” Abrams said. “When 
an opportunity presents itself, then you’re 
always going to have someone who’s 
looking to do that type of activity and is 
going to capitalize on every opportunity 
they have.”

According to the New York Times, 
these converters do not take much time 
or effort to steal, and scrap yards are 
willing to give quick cash for them.

There is not enough information yet to 
determine if the catalytic converters were 
stolen from student vehicles.

According to Abrams, the police 
departments of the area are working 
collectively to find answers to these 
undetermined questions surrounding the 
individual or groups that are committing 
these crimes.

Neighboring areas like Scott, 
Broussard, Carencro and Youngsville, 
as well as the Lafayette Parish Sheriff ’s 
Office, are also working alongside the 
Lafayette Police Department to gather 
more information. 

“There is communication among 
different agencies to pull resources 
together to figure out what’s going on, 
how it’s being done, how often it’s being 
done and what measures can be put 
in place to help curtail this problem,” 
Abrams said.

The Lafayette Police Department 
encourages students and faculty to do 
certain precautionary things to ensure 
their safety and help prevent future 
incidents.

According to Abrams, being more 
vigilant and taking those extra steps to 
secure personal property can help to 
alleviate the opportunities people seek to 
commit these crimes. 

“Don’t create the opportunity, so that 
people can have the opportunity to do 
the things that they do,” Abrams said. 
“Safety is our job, but it is everyone’s 
responsibility.”

The Lafayette Police Department 
continues to communicate with students 
and faculty in the best way possible 
during applicable times to make sure 
the campus is safe. They encourage 
students and faculty to continue to report 
suspicious behavior and activities as part 
of their “See something, Say something” 
campaign on UL Lafayette campus. 

“The more information that we have, 
that’s the better job we can do because 
we can look for specific things in specific 
places with the help of the general 
public,” Abrams said. 

Eliana Bartlett
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
has created a Master Plan that intends to 
conjoin the Main Campus, the St. Landry 
Corridor and the University Commons 
into one UL District. 

According to the guide to the project, 
the goal of the Master Plan is to morph UL 
Lafayette’s campus into one of the most 
inspiring and comfortable in the United 
States. 

This proposal plans to run into the 
2030s and has been in the works since 
2012. Along with weaving the three 
aforementioned areas, the project intends 
to widen sidewalks, welcome more 
pedestrian activity to the St. Landry 
Corridor, increase parking opportunities, 
acquire space for retail and rent-or-sell 
housing and construct a more efficient 
transit system for commuting students.

The project is the result of the 
collaboration of the UL Lafayette 
student body, faculty and staff, Lafayette 
Consolidated Government directors, and 
neighborhood organizations, all led by 
Architects Southwest. 

On the corners of both East St. Mary 
Boulevard and Johnston Street, the 
Master Plan aspires to expand pedestrian 
pathways and create retail and housing 
opportunities. 

To improve parking and transportation 
experiences, a parking deck located within 
a maximum 10-minute walk from all 
academic functions is in the works. In 
addition to this, the Master Plan wishes to 
create either a bus or rail system that offers 
comfortability and punctuality to students.

One of the many core principles of 
the Master Plan is 24-hour campus life. 
According to the Master Plan, the Student 
Union will become resemblant to that of 
an urban town square that will support the 
day-long activity.

With the opportunity to expand the 
utilization of the University Common, the 
project wishes to urbanize West Congress 
Street in order to enhance undergraduate 
classroom space.

For athletics, the Master Plan has 
designed a new building adjacent to the 
Cajun Field Complex. This new structure 
will serve as a place for educational and 
management needs for UL Lafayette’s 
athletics program.

The Master Plan has already committed 
land on the University Commons to 
research facilities such as the Estuarine 
Habitats and Coastal Fisheries 
Center, and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. The plan 
wishes to continue this extension of the 
research services, turning the University 
Commons into the Research Village. 
Along with structures dedicated to certain 
departments and administrations, the 
Village would include restaurants, a hotel 
and the new performing arts center.

The performing arts center included in 
the Master Plan would be a standalone 
structure located on Johnston Street and 
Cajundome Boulevard. It would seat 2,200 
people, but plans to be broken down into 
smaller venues.

“I will be all for having all of this. But 
as far as building all of this, that is an 
entirely different story,” Spencer Olmstead, 
a senior industrial technology major at 
UL Lafayette said. “Even though they said 
they are gonna do this by 2030, Lafayette 
still has not finished construction on 
Ambassador Caffrey or Verot School Road. 
It all depends on the time, weather and 
help coming in from outside of the state.”

“The first thing they need to do is have 
better drainage for UL,” Olmstead said. 
“They need to get that priority out of the 
way first, then work on the plan.”

Those involved in the Master Plan strive 
to contribute to student academic success, 
sense of community, quality of life on and 
around campus, safety and sustainability 
and opportunities for economic 
development.
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The catalytic converter on a Toyota Camry. This car part is highly sought after by thieves.
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On Friday, Feb. 12, the Ragin’ Cajun 
Catholics hosted a Valentine’s Soirée at 
Our Lady of Wisdom Catholic Church, 
with the intention of celebrating the 
women. 

All of the men led the women into a 
dining hall where they were each given 
a rose. The men then proceeded to serve 
the women drinks and food throughout 
the night. There were also balloon 
animals being made and handed out 
that were also part of the decorations. 

According to Anthony Simon, a 
student in charge of organizing the 
servers, the entire point of the evening 
was to love and care for the female 
guests as they do for the men the rest of 
the year. 

“Hopefully they feel special. We really 
do appreciate them for the way they love 
us and so we want to show them that we 
love them,” Simon said. 

He then explained that was one of the 
main reasons for the roses; that and the 
fact that it was almost Valentine’s Day. 

In the dining hall, there were several 
round tables, each with six to eight 
women around them, arranged in front 
of a stage where speeches were given 
and music was played. However, there 
was an issue in that very few people 
were wearing masks, and there was no 
social distancing to speak of, despite 
what the event calendar claimed. 
“Join us to build community, socially 

distanced, and celebrate Valentine’s Day! 
We hope to see you there!” the website 
reads. 

Simon said that the women were 
not wearing masks because they were 
eating, but that the men should have 
been. “I told them in a meeting before 
that we’re wearing our masks, and ‘we’re 
doing it. I don’t care what you think. 
You have no right to say that you are not 
wearing a mask,’” he said. He then left 
to go speak to the severs about wearing 
masks, but it is unclear whether or not 
this had an effect. 

One of the musicians, William Dailey, 
said that he also took part in the setting 
up of the event, reiterated the goal of the 
event and said he was looking forward 
to playing more music and dancing 
later. “I got here around four o’clock 
to start warming up on the piano, and 
I quickly got drafted into putting up 
streamers and figuring out the best way 
to lay out things,” Dailey said. “A lot of 
us guys showed up extra early to make 
sure everything was lined up just right.”

There were also videos played before 
and during the event which showed 
different scenes from the Catholic 
Center and amusing clips of several of 
the priests. 

A photographer and videographer, 
Kade Chatelain, said that he was hoping 
to catch more of the music being played. 
He was also excited to show off all of the 
decorations and the hard work that they 
put into the event. 

GoFundMe for one UL 
custodian reaches goal
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A group of men line up before leading women into a dining hall on Friday, Feb. 12, 2021. 
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The GoFundMe page dedicated to helping UL Lafayette Custodian Phillip Narcisse find 
housing. Narcisse fell on hard times after his wife suffered from several medical issues.

Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

On Feb. 9, a GoFundMe was created 
to assist Phillip Narcisse, a custodian 
for the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette, after he and his wife were 
evicted. On Feb. 17, the fundraiser met 
its goal of $5,000, and as of Monday at 
5:15 p.m., the fundraiser has earned 
$5,395. 

According to the fundraiser, 
Narcisse’s wife — no name was 
provided — was hospitalized multiple 
times for heart-related problems, 
pneumonia and a stroke. The bills 
proved to be too much for the couple, 
who were then forced to stay with 
relatives. The fundraiser will help the 
Narcisses find housing with suitable 
accommodations for Mrs. Narcisse as 
she recovers, as well as furniture and 
medical equipment to support Mrs. 
Narcisse. 

Along with the $5,395 raised from 
donations, the UL Lafayette chapter of 
the American Association of University 

Professors is providing $200. This is 
meant to cover the GoFundMe fees 
(2.9% of each donation, as well as 30 
cents for each donation) and then 
some. This is to ensure that Narcisse 
will keep every dollar that is donated.

An update posted on Feb. 13 states 
that Narcisse is looking forward to 
signing a lease and moving in after 
Mardi Gras. The second of two updates 
posted on Feb. 18 explains that the 
fundraiser has remained open despite 
reaching its goal in case there is anyone 
who would like to donate, but hasn’t 
had the chance yet.

“To anyone who does not know 
Phillip well, know that he is an 
incredibly hardworking and kind 
individual. He’s about as sweet and 
honest a person as you can find,” 
writes Jesse Saloom in a donation 
comment. “He’s the sort of person 
who, if the tables were turned, would 
do everything he can to help you 
or someone else, even a complete 
stranger.”

Police Reports
Compiled by Morri Sampey

Feb. 17
l  At 1:29 p.m., a golf cart ran into a building.

Feb. 14
l  At 12:10 p.m., the battery of a dating partner was reported at the Hilton 
Garden Inn involving a black handgun with 11 rounds of 9mm ammunition.

Feb. 12
l  At 10:09 a.m., a backpack containing bolt cutters, a phillips head screwdriver, 
a Schwinn bicycle pump and a black and white bicycle seat were found at the 
Horticulture Center and brought to the University Police.
l  At 2:25 p.m., a case of identity theft was reported involving the Robinhood 
trading app.

Ragin’ Cajun Catholic 
women celebrated with
Valentine’s Day Soirée
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Madelyn Myer
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After five canceled games in a row, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns softball team finally 
played their first games of the season 
this past weekend. The season was 
originally supposed to start on Feb. 13, 
but was delayed until Feb. 20. 

 This week-long delay proved to 
benefit the Cajuns as they won both 
games to open their season. The first 
win of the 2021 campaign was their 20th 
consecutive season-opening win. 

The first game they played was 
against Jacksonville State. This being 
the first game of the season, Louisiana 
knew they had to send a message. They 
successfully did so with an 8-2 blowout 
win. 

Leading the Cajuns on the mound 
was Kandra Lamb. Starting off the game 
strong, she sent nine batters back to the 
dugout. She only allowed one run while 
pitching on a fourth-inning single. 

Alissa Dalton was another key 
player for the victory. She managed to 
score two runs and three RBI’s, and 
consistently aided the team in the 
beginning and end of the game. Taylor 
Roman closed out the decisive victory 
with a two-run home run, followed by a 
two-run single from Dalton. 

Louisiana’s momentum continued in 
their next matchup. They faced UAB, 
and though the margin of victory was 
not as large, the Cajuns still won 1-0. 

A key player in this game was 
Summer Ellyson. On the mound, she 
struck out seven UAB players and 
yielded only three hits. In doing so, she 
secured another game shutout to add to 
her career accolades. 

On the other end, the Cajuns struck a 
perfect hit that helped them score their 

sole run in the game. It was Ciara Bryan 
in the third inning that came through 
with the RBI to deliver the run. After 
that, Louisiana’s last priority was to keep 
up their pitching efforts to prevent UAB 
from scoring. Ellyson had no problem 
with that. 

Since last year, the Cajuns have been 
intensely preparing for this season. Over 
that time, Head Coach Gerry Glasco 
reflected on the team’s gains in practice. 
“I thought our offense made great gains, 
especially with the way we were able to 
incorporate speed back into our unit’s 
weapons. I also feel we will have more 
power this spring...we may also have the 

fastest team speed that we’ve had in the 
last four years,” Glasco said. 

Glasco praised his team’s defensive 
efforts as well and added that Louisiana 
has improved their team depth. “I 
thought we learned a lot about our 
infield and our outfield and are now 
ready to go into January and set 
positions as we get ready for real 
competition. I felt like our pitching 
improved as the fall went on,” Glasco 
said. 

Glasco’s praise was not a solitary 
one. The softball team was selected as 
the unanimous favorite to win their 
conference title. 

Additionally, Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns Softball received numerous 
individual awards, with a total of seven 
players honored, in the preseason picks 
announced by the conference office on 
Monday.

The softball team is currently ranked 
no. 8 and will have many back to back 
games coming up to improve that 
ranking. They’ll be facing the likes of 
Eastern Illinois, LSU and Buffalo in 
the coming days. And with a game on 
Wednesday, we’ll see if the Cajuns can 
continue this undefeated streak. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

After cancellations, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
softball team is now back on track

Sports

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

This previous weekend, we finally got 
the chance to see our Louisiana baseball 
squad take the field against the Tulane 
Green Wave to begin the 2021 season. 
The three-game series took place at 
Tulane’s Greer Field at Turchin Stadium 
in New Orleans.

Hayden Durke, the first freshman 
opening day pitcher in program history, 
had a phenomenal day on the mound, 
throwing for 5.0 innings and only 
allowing one hit with no earned runs.

Junior outfielder Connor Kimple 
finished two for three on Friday’s outing, 
crushing a solo homer to left field, his 
first home run in a Cajun uniform.

Both starting pitchers in Friday night’s 
thriller put on a show, each going 5.0 

innings and accounting for zero earned 
runs. The game went extra innings as 
Tulane came home with the game one 
victory 3-2 in extras.

In Saturday’s game two victory for 
the Cajuns, it was a completely different 
story as both teams were getting hit 
after hit. The game suffered six different 
lead changes and accounted for 14 
different pitchers between the two teams. 
Defensive errors by the Green Wave 
ultimately gave the Cajuns the advantage 
down the stretch.

Junior right-hander Conor Angel, who 
earned preseason All-Sun Belt honors for 
the Cajuns, made a short start in his 2021 
debut Saturday afternoon, as the Green 
Wave tagged him for three earned runs 
and walked three in 2.1 innings of work.

Despite a slight lead for the Cajuns, 
the Green Wave fought back to force 
extra innings, where Louisiana ultimately 

showed their true colors and came out 
with a hard-fought 9-8 victory in 10 
innings.

After splitting game one and game two 
in extra innings of the three-game series, 
we saw yet another extra-inning game in 
game three.

The Cajuns came out firing on all 
cylinders in game three, led by senior 
catcher Drake Osborne who went 4-for-6 
on the day with a double, home run and 
four RBI.

With the game tied in the top of the 
eighth inning, Osborn roped a double 
to right field to give Louisiana a 5-4 lead 
followed by a RBI single by Sam Riola. 
Riola’s single scored Osborn to give 
the Cajuns a 6-4 lead heading into the 
bottom of the eighth.

The Green Wave battled back to tie the 
game heading into the ninth inning,  
 

which led to yet another extra-inning 
contest.

To start the 10th inning with one on 
base, pinch hitter Carson Roccaforte 
stepped up to the plate, smacking an RBI 
single for the Cajuns to give them a 7-6 
lead heading into the bottom of the 10th 
frame.

The Cajuns ultimately rallied in extra 
innings to defeat the Green Wave in game 
three of the opening weekend series, 
winning two games to the Green Wave’s 
one in New Orleans.

In an incredibly even matchup, with 
all three games going to extra innings, 
the Cajuns showed tremendous promise 
for the rest of this season. The depth and 
maturity of this squad shine light on what 
can be a special season in Lafayette.

One loss, two victories for Louisiana
baseball set expectations for season
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UL Lafayette Junior Nick Hagedorn drops his bat and heads for first base. Ragin’ Cajuns defeated the Sam Houston Bearkats 7-5 at M.L. Tigue “Moore” Field on Sunday, March 1, 2020.
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UL Lafayette Senior Alissa Dalton throws to first base as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on Stephen F. Austin at Lamson Park on February 16, 
2019.
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

OPINION — Last year the men’s track 
and field team came in fourth place, 
while the women came in 10th at the 
SBC indoor championships. The outdoor 
season that was supposed to follow was 
canceled due to COVID-19. 

This year, Louisiana was able to 
compete in the indoor championships 
again, but how should a track and field 
athlete prepare for such a monumental 
day? 

Just like any sport, practice makes 
perfect. There are many different track 
and field events and competitors in each 
should prepare for their respective events 
accordingly.

Distance runners should practice in 
order to build up their stamina. Leading 
up to the championships, they should not 
just rely on practices held by their coach. 
Running at least a mile every day would 
be beneficial, but increasing that mile 
every week leading up to the event would 
be even more beneficial. 

For short-distance runners, their focus 
should be more on building up their 
speed. They want to have the shortest 
time possible at the championships in 
order to win. This means doing short-
distance self-timed runs trying to beat 

your speed each time. Again, these 
practices should happen on your own 
time after regular practice.

Those competing in hurdles should do 
a combination of both, with the addition 
of adding objects to jump over and 
partaking in box jumps. 

Those involved in the high jump or 
long jump events should focus on not 
overworking their leg muscles. Ice at 
night if your legs are sore, stretch before 
and after practice and work on jumping 
higher and longer than the day before. 
This may be difficult to practice on your 
own time, so maybe ask your coach to 

come early or stay late after practice to 
work on your own. 

Another case where you might have 
to go before or stay after practice is in 
the case of field competitions such as 
the hammer throw or javelin throw. You 
could potentially borrow equipment 
from your coach if allowed. Focus on 
practicing your throw technique and 
making sure your main throwing arm 
stays okay. That means ice if it’s sore, 
stretch before and after and lift weights to 
help build muscle. 

No matter what event you’re doing, you 
should also be sleeping well, eating right 

and drinking lots of water to stay in your 
best physical condition. 

To best prepare for competition don’t 
forget your mental health; you not only 
have to prepare physically but also 
mentally. One way I’ve found to not stress 
too much is by listening to music.

 When I used to play sports, I would 
always listen to music before playing a 
game. There were two specific songs I 
had to listen to before every game to get 
hyped. If something like music helps 
you, find a few songs that get you most 
energized and stick to those. If music 
isn’t for you, maybe reading a book or 
watching a video could be your go-to. 

If you still have bad nerves or concerns 
going into the championship, make sure 
to talk to your coach, teammates or 
someone you trust early on. You don’t 
want things to come crashing down on 
the day of the meet. 

The day before the actual meet, get 
some rest early to prepare for the next 
day. On the day of, don’t forget to stay 
hydrated, eat a small meal a few hours 
prior to your competition and stretch. 

These tips should help the track and 
field team prepare for a great outcome. 
After the SBC Indoor Championships 
come the NCAA Championships and the 
same rules apply. 

Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

Little did the Ragin’ Cajuns know, 
snapping a four-game losing streak 
behind three double-digit scorers would 
be the start of a historical winning streak 
for Louisiana Women’s basketball. 

The Cajuns’ defeat against Texas State, 
67-41, at Strahan Arena was huge for the 
team, as it gave them momentum for the 
next games to come. 

Brandi Williams proved to be the 
game-winner as she made a three-pointer 
with 1:39 to play in overtime. Louisiana 
secured its first win in Jonesboro since 
Dec. 31, 2017, with a thrilling 67-65 
victory over Arkansas State. 

Louisiana locked up a weekend sweep 
against Arkansas State as they got off 
to a hot start in the first quarter and 
maintained the lead, finishing with a 70-
58 victory in Jonesboro. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns came out on top 
with a 54-45 victory over Little Rock. 
Entering the fourth quarter with the 
score knotted up at 34-34, Louisiana 
finished off the final 6:04 of Monday 
night’s game on a 17-3 run to extend its 
winning streak to four games. 

With this win, the Ragin’ Cajuns (5-5, 
4-1 Sun Belt) earned their first victory in 
Little Rock since Jan. 7, 2016, when they 
defeated the Trojans, 65-58. 

With the following game against Texas 
State tied and a four-game winning 
streak on the line, senior Skyler Goodwin 
capitalized on offense by burying two 
clutch free throws with 2.5 seconds 
remaining to lift the Ragin’ Cajuns over 

Texas State, 66-64.
This game was momentous for Doucet 

as she became the 19th player in program 
history to eclipse the 1,000-point mark. 
The senior from Ville Platte finished the 
game with a fitting stat line, scoring a 
team-high 14 points and hauling in a 
team-best nine rebounds to go along with 
a career-high five steals. 

During a game against Texas State, only 
one night after she became the program’s 
19th 1,000-point scorer, Doucet became 
the third player in the team’s 50-year 
history to record 100 career blocks with 
three against Texas State. The senior had 
another stellar performance, racking up a 
team-high 15 points, nine rebounds and 
two assists.

The Ragin’ Cajuns secured a weekend 
sweep of the Red Wolves with a 73-61 
victory after being down 49-45 with 10 
minutes remaining. Louisiana had a great 
offensive night as they locked in on both 
ends of the floor and outscored Arkansas 
State, 28-12, in the final quarter. 

The defense held its own throughout 
the night by holding A-State to 49 points, 
the fourth time this season it has held an 
opponent to 49 points or less.

In need of a spark after three-
quarters of a tightly-contested defensive 
showdown during a game against UT 
Arlington, Louisiana got its offense going 
and outscored the Broncos finishing with 
a 57-48 triumph. 

At this point in the season, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns (10-5, 9-1 Sun Belt) matched 
the longest winning streak in program 
history set during the 1987-88 season.

Louisiana also secured its first win 
over UTA since Jan. 30, 2016, scoring a 
season-high 21 points, 15 of which came 
in the second half, and a team-high eight 
rebounds.

The Ragin Cajuns made history once 
again by winning its 10th straight game 
after a 65-51 victory over in-state foe 
ULM. 

In another game against ULM, 
Louisiana Women’s Basketball picked up 
its 14th straight victory, 64-59, over ULM 
dating back to Feb. 12, 2015. This was 
also Louisiana’s 11th consecutive win, 
leaving them with a 12-5, 11-1 Sun Belt 
record. 

Due to concerns as a result of recent 
winter weather, the conference series set 
for Feb. 19-20 against UT Arlington was 
canceled. 

Louisiana will return to action on Feb. 
26-27 when it hosts Little Rock for the 
Sun Belt regular-season finale. Tip-off on 
Friday is set for 6 p.m., with Saturday’s 
game slated for 4 p.m. Both games will be 
broadcast on ESPN+.

There is much hope for the women of 
the Ragin Cajuns basketball team, as they 
look forward to continuing their winning 
streak while continuing to make history, 
once again, in an unprecedented season 
due to COVID-19. 

Graphic by Cole Broussard

How track and field can best prepare for 
upcoming SBC indoor championships

Caleb Williams
SPORTS WRITER

During the offseason, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette football team 
experienced huge turnover within their 
coaching staff, as well as signing 31 new 
players.

Former UL Lafayette Offensive 
Coordinator and Offensive Line Coach 
Rob Sale parted ways with the Cajuns as 
he took a job with the New York Giants. 
During his three-season tenure with 
Louisiana, Sale broke numerous offensive 
records such as total offense (6918), total 
touchdowns (69), most rushing yards 
(3,604), most rushing touchdowns (42) 
and most passing touchdowns (27). 
Along with these accomplishments, he 
assisted the Cajuns to a record-breaking 
2019-2020 season. 

With his departure, a new Offensive 
Coordinator has yet to be named, but 
former Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 
Offensive Line Coach Jeff Norrid and 
former Sam Houston State Offensive Line 

Coach Darnell Stapleton will step in.
 In the 2019 season, FAU’s offensive 

line finished fourth in their conference 
with 180.1 yards per game and ranked 
as the 50th best offensive line in the 
nation. Norrid started at FAU as an 
offensive analyst specifically focusing 
on the development of quarterbacks. 
With Norrid as the Head Offensive Line 
Coach Stapleton fills the vacant assistant 
Offensive Line Coach position.

Stapleton was formerly the Offensive 
Line Coach at Sam Houston State for 
the past three seasons and has won a 
Superbowl with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Stapleton will be fulfilling the vacant 
position left by the late Assistant 
Offensive Line Coach D.J. Looney.

UL Lafayette also hired inside 
Linebacker Coach Galen Scott as Austin 
Armstrong left after one season to 
become Southern Mississippi’s defensive 
coordinator. Scott previously coached 
at the University of North Texas, and 
prior to that, was the Co-defensive 
coordinator/safeties Coach at Virginia 
Tech. There, the Hokies achieved a 10-

win season and won the ACC Coastal 
Division. 

According to Mean Green Sports, “the 
Hokies defense twice was among the 
top-15 defenses in the country, as well 
as ranking within the top-10 against the 
pass in both seasons.” 

When asked about the large turnover, 
Louisiana Head Coach Billy Napier 
replied, “In general, there’s a lot of 
positives that come from having turnover 
and having attrition. We’re just fortunate 
that it’s a result of success. We could be 
replacing people because they didn’t do a 
good job.” 

As for new players, the Cajuns have 
done a hefty recruiting process for the 
offense. With the power combo of Elijah 
Mitchell and Trey Ragas moving on, the 
running back position is definitely a spot 
that needs fulfillment. Sophomore Chris 
Smith appears to be next in line for that 
starting position, but Louisiana continues 
to sign quality running backs. Montreal 
Johnson is one of those running backs. 
Johnson was previously committed to 
the Arizona Wildcats but decommitted 

to play for the Cajuns. In his past season 
at De La Salle, he averaged 15 yards 
per carry with six touchdowns. He is 
ranked 48th best running back in the 
country. With the rushing void seeking 
fulfillment, Cajuns made sure to follow 
the Quarterback position up after Levi 
Lewis. 

Quarterback Lance LeGendre 
transferred to Louisiana from the 
Maryland Terrapins with Lewis playing 
another season. The development of 
Legendre with Norrid could prove 
beneficial for the Cajuns in keeping a 
well-rounded quarterback.

For the defense, spotlight players 
include transfer Safety Tyrone Lewis Jr. 
from Kansas State. Before spending two 
seasons at Kansas State, he completed 
57 tackles and five interceptions in high 
school. Lewis is ranked by ESPN as the 
no. 52 safety in 2019.

Despite the large staff turnover, the 
Cajuns keep hope with their new coaches 
and large signing class.

Louisiana women’s basketball team in 
the middle of historic winning streak 

Cajun football signs 31 new players, 
sees major changes in leadership
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Sophomore Guard Alexandria Goodly mid-dribble as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on Arkansas 
State.
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Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

OPINION — On Feb. 17, Nintendo 
hosted their first Direct since Dec. 18 of 
2020, and honestly, it kind of sucked.

For those unfamiliar with the event, 
the Nintendo Directs are presentations 
compiled of videos about Nintendo’s 
upcoming titles, as well as updates for 
existing games. My friends and I were 
excited to see the announcement for this 
one, which came just a day before the 
Direct itself. One friend was hoping to see 
Splatoon 3 — or even just some DLC for 
Splatoon 2 — although she admitted she 
knew it was unlikely. I’m happy to report 
that Splatoon 3 was actually announced, 
and I’m glad it was, because seeing her 
excited tweets about it was the only thing I 
actually enjoyed about the Direct.

The first part of the Direct involved the 
Xenoblade Chronicles, and as soon as 
Rex, the main character, began speaking, 
I knew I was in for a ride. He’s only 15, 
but he sounds like a grown man. That, 

combined with the other characters’ overly 
exaggerated movements (such as when 
they use their entire bodies to shrug), 
made it impossible to enjoy the actual 
video meant to announce and showcase 
Pyra and Mythra, the newest additions to 
the Super Smash Bros. Ultimate roster. 

Another disappointment was the news 
regarding the second Breath of the Wild 
game; or rather, lack thereof. Production 
is going smoothly, but that’s all they were 
able to give us on that front. 

A new Plants vs. Zombies game caught 
my attention, but only because I was a 
little horrified by it. Now, I live in fear that 
Nintendo will ruin Plants vs. Zombies the 
same way the CW is planning on ruining 
the Powerpuff Girls. 

The Direct was littered with 
announcements that I don’t particularly 
care about. Fall Guys is going to come to 
the Switch, which is neat, but I was never 
interested in playing it. Mario Golf Super 
Rush was also announced, which appears 
to be an unhinged version of golf, giving 
you the ability to use typical Mario items  
 

such as shells to hinder your opponents’ 
progress. 

Not every announcement was bad, 
however. 

Outer Wilds, a game about exploring the 
solar system in a Groundhog Day loop, has 
a genuinely interesting concept with nice 
graphics to boot. Two Famicom Detective 
games are going to be released in English 
for the first time as well: The Missing Heir 
and The Girl Who Stands Behind. I’ve 
never played these games, but I do enjoy 
mystery games. 

I was also pleasantly surprised to learn 
that Legend of Zelda: Skyward Sword is 
going to get an HD version on the Switch. 
I’ve been meaning to play it, so the fact 
that it’s going to be on a console I have 
easier access to than a Wii is great for me.

Animal Crossing New Horizons also 
got some love with the announcement 
of Super Mario themed items. Classic 
items such as working warp pipes and a 
flagpole are going to be available to order 
as furniture items for your island as part of 
a free update, along with outfits of beloved 
Mario characters. This is admittedly cool, 

but I won’t be completely satisfied until 
they announce the return of Brewster, a 
barista character from Animal Crossing 
New Leaf.

My favorite part of the Direct was the 
announcement of Neon White, a game 
about shooting demons in Heaven. This is 
because it was immediately followed by an 
announcement for DC Super Hero Girls: 
Teen Power, a game made for kids. The 
sudden jump between genres, themes and 
ratings between these two games almost 
gave me whiplash.

I’ve already mentioned it, but Splatoon 
3 was announced. Aside from being a 
win for my friend, many people in the 
LGBT community have been celebrating 
it as well. It appears as though there’s no 
gender options in the game, meaning the 
playable characters are all nonbinary. This 
is supported by the fact that the logo for 
the game is quite literally comprised of 
the nonbinary flag colors. It might just be 
a coincidence, but even if it is, I’m glad to 
see it.

Allons

Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

OPINION — On March 17, 2014, 
Broaddus Burgers was founded in 
Lafayette by Shawn Broaddus, a graduate 
of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
On Feb. 20, 2021, I ate there for the first 
time.

The first thing I noticed when I walked 
in was the menu. It sits on the wall right 
above the counter where you order, black 
with bright colors that draw the eye. It isn’t 
the full menu; that comes in a standard, 
hand-held format, which they have stacked 
on a shelf by the door. You’re expected to 
grab one and look over it at your table, at 
which you seat yourself. Once you’re ready 
to order, you take the menu with you back 
to the counter, which is where you leave it 
after you’re given a number to put on your 
table.

Broaddus Burgers feels like the kind of 
place a student would want to go to after 
drinking too much on a weeknight, which 
makes their closing time of 9 p.m. a little 
unfortunate. Lining the walls are various 
caricatures of the owner, each holding 
a hotdog or a hamburger. The table we 
were seated at was a little wobbly, the TV 
was playing a random sports game and 

the prices were cheap; these are all things 
that were endearing to me in a way. It felt 
homey, and when the owner cracked jokes 
as he presented us with our food, I decided 
that it was a place I could see myself taking 
my dad to.

Of course, a good atmosphere, cheap 
prices and nice owners aren’t the most 
important aspects of a restaurant. For that, 
we look to the food.

The first thing I want to mention is 
the wait time. The menu boasts made-
to-order hamburgers, so I expected a bit 
of a wait, but our food came surprisingly 
quickly. Another surprise was how good 
the food actually was. Given the prices, I 
didn’t have high hopes. I expected it to be 
a situation where you get what you pay 
for, similar to a McDonald’s hamburger. 
However, this hamburger had good texture 
and seasoning, as did the fries. It tasted 
like it was homemade in a good way, 
and it was reminiscent of my own dad’s 
hamburgers. Not only that, but it only cost 
approximately nine dollars. 

I didn’t go there alone, so if you’re 
interested in the hotdogs or fried pickles, I 
can tell you that they were given a thumbs-
up of approval from all. I also didn’t eat 
the fried mozzarella sticks, which I regret, 
because I was informed that they’re made 
in-house.

As good as my food was, I wasn’t able 
to finish all of it at the restaurant. I’m 
happy to inform you that it’s pretty good 
when it’s reheated too, so if you’re a college 
student with only a microwave, this isn’t 
the worst food to take back to your dorm. 
Speaking of college students, Broaddus 
Burgers is only a nine minute drive from 
the UL Lafayette campus, which makes it a 
convenient place to get lunch with friends.

If you go to Broaddus Burgers and are 
won over by its charm like I was, they 

offer shirts for sale depicting the logo. 
This is something I always love to see, but 
rarely do, which only added to my overall 
positive experience of the place.

I’m not the only one who enjoyed my 
time there. On Google, Broaddus Burgers 
boasts a 4.6 star rating with 797 Google 
reviews. Both the internet and I have 
spoken: if you want a low-budget yet tasty 
burger experience, Broaddus Burgers 
might be the place you’re looking for. 
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A customized Broaddus burger with fries on Saturday, Feb. 21, 2021.

Local restaurant Broaddus Burgers 
offers great meals for a fair price

Christian Janes
ALLONS EDITOR

OPINION — In the wake of the 
economic fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic, Congress passed the CARES 
Act, a $2.2 trillion economic stimulus 
package — the largest ever passed — to 
lessen the blow that shutting down the 
economy would have on businesses, state 
and local governments and regular people. 
Included in the bill were forgivable loans 
to protect paychecks for workers, loans to 
corporations, enhanced unemployment 
benefits, one-time direct payments to 
individuals and monetary aid to colleges 
and universities. Swift action on the part of 
Congress in a time of crisis was refreshing, 
though, many of the aspects of the bill 
came up short. 

There is no shortage of criticism for 
the CARES Act, whether you are a deficit 
hawk, a hater of businesses receiving 
public funds, someone who thinks the 
checks should have been monthly or a 
pull-yourself-up-by-your-bootstraps type 
who hates to see unemployment benefits 
rise, there is plenty material within the 
bill’s 335 pages about which to gripe. My 
own personal bemoaning stems from this: 
in a bill that seemingly covered everyone, 
every business, every government, every 
paycheck, every benefit, etc. under the 
sun, why were students left out? Not 
only left out but seemingly discarded, 
purposefully left aside (a feeling, I think, 
that is a particularly common one among 

my fellow students). Those $1200 direct 
payments for individuals did not extend 
to the lowly college student still filed as a 
‘dependent’ on their parents’ tax returns. 
Nor did they qualify for the $600 direct 
payments in the second round of relief 
passed in December of last year. In all, 
students were excluded from $1800 of 
direct payments. Shameful.

The future is not bleak, however, my 
comrades, for two reasons. First, the 
Washington Post has reported in the new 
round of stimulus payments proposed 
under the Biden administration, “Adult 
dependents are eligible for stimulus 
payments under the Democrats’ latest 
plan,” but makes clear that “the payment 

will go to the parent or head of household 
who claims the dependent on their tax 
return.” This means that stimulus checks 
would be given out for adult dependents 
(which include college students), but the 
check would not be sent to the dependent; 
rather, it would be sent to the one claiming 
them as a dependent on their tax return. 
Second, college students can receive “back 
pay,” if you will, of stimulus money when 
they file their 2020 taxes. 

Because the stimulus checks given out 
were based on 2018 or 2019 tax returns, 
college students who were dependent in 
2019 or 2018, but became independent 
in 2020 did not receive stimulus checks 
as they should have. Essentially, the IRS 
was working with out-of-date information 

for these individuals; therefore, they are 
eligible for a refund when they file their 
2020 taxes.

If this situation applies to you, (and by 
all means, ask a tax expert to ensure that it 
does,) then you should be eligible for the 
$1800 stimulus checks plus any additional 
refunds you would normally get from 
either the federal or state government. If 
you do your taxes yourself, be sure to fill 
out the Recovery Rebate Credit (line 30 
on form 1040). You will have to calculate 
how much you should have received (if 
anything) in “Economic Impact Payments,” 
which is just the IRS’s fancy way of saying 
“stimulus check.” If you don’t do your 
taxes yourself and use a third party (I use 
H&R Block), then they will calculate this 
for you. For more detailed information, I 
highly suggest looking at the IRS website 
detailing everything they know about the 
Recovery Rebate Credit (I bet they know a 
lot about it), and I suggest looking at H&R 
Block’s (or any tax preparation company 
of your choosing) website for a more plain 
English description. 

Refunds from the IRS typically take 
about 21 days to be issued after accepting 
tax returns, so the sooner you file the 
better, else you risk waiting even longer 
for overdue relief. Tax season started 
on Feb. 12 and will end on April 15, so 
there should be plenty of time for college 
students to take advantage of the money 
rightfully owed to them.
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Dependents excluded from COVID-19
stimulus may be eligible for back pay

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Recent Nintendo Direct fails to meet 
high expectations after yearlong break
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

OPINION — After debuting at no.1 
and spending 15 weeks on the Billboard 
200 chart, Ariana Grande’s “Positions” 
album got revamped in the best way. On 
Feb. 19 Grande released a deluxe version 
of the hit album featuring four never-
released tracks. 

The first new track on the album is an 
interlude coined “Someone Like You.” 
With it being just over a minute long, 
you can really appreciate her vocal range. 
Along with harmonizing with herself, 
Grande drops in some ad-libs that add to 
the buildup of the song before a bass beat 
kicks in. Once that kicks in and you’re 
just starting to bop your head to the 
song, it ends with an outro of impressive 
“you’s.” The song is sweet and short, but 
that’s what interludes are supposed to 
be. I would rate it 6/10, knowing that if 
I hear this live one day Ariana will most 
likely add even more impressive vocal 
runs. 

The next song on the deluxe album is 
“Test Drive.” After her signature intro, 
Grande starts off the fast-paced song with 
many on-theme lyrics about driving. The 
chorus picks up the tempo even more, 

and is so upbeat you can’t help but dance. 
The chorus could even be a new TikTok 
viral moment. One downfall is its abrupt 
ending. The song only lasts two minutes, 
leaving room for what I think should be 
another verse or at least a longer outro. 
That being said, I would rate this song 
a 8.5/10. But in the famous words of 
Grande herself, “Listen to it Twice” if you 

want to truly appreciate the song despite 
its length. 

Right after “Test Drive” is another two-
minute long track titled “Worst Behavior.” 
Out of the four tracks, this is my favorite 
lyrically. The song has a good mix of 
powerful vocals and catchy undertones 
that is perfect for a car ride with your 
windows down. Grande has seemed to 

perfect the bridge between singing and 
speak-singing. This song does it in a way 
that adds to the song rather than having 
it appear forced. 

The closing song on the album is 
“Main Thing,” and is the most impressive 
song vocal-wise, in my opinion. She 
effortlessly transitions from her lower 
register to belting high notes without 
missing a beat. Again, its short length 
keeps the listener wanting more. I would 
rate it 7/10. 

I personally am a fan of all four new 
tracks, but the top two I can’t get out of 
my head are “Test Drive” and “Worst 
Behavior.” I even like them more than 
some of the tracks from the original 
album. 

Rumors are circulating about which 
new track Grande will promote as a 
single after the success of the previous 
and most recent “34+35 (Remix)” single. 
Right now the rumors are leaning toward 
“Test Drive.” 

The promotions could include a music 
video, new merchandise drop and an 
interview or two so be on the lookout in 
the coming weeks. And now that all the 
tracks from Positions have been released, 
Grande could look into having a virtual 
concert of some sort. 

Evan Hale
COLUMNIST

OPINION — A year with no Mardi 
Gras festivities has a weird and eerie 
feeling to it, and I for one do not like it.

Everyone in Louisiana loves and 
celebrates Mardi Gras. It’s a huge part of 
Louisiana culture. Louisiana is the only 
state that recognizes Mardi Gras as a legal 
holiday, and it’s hard to find someone 
who says Mardi Gras is the worst. 

You go out on the parade route, you 
stand with your friends, drink a couple 
beers and get some meat grilling while 
you wait for the parade. The parade 
comes and you catch mostly beads; 
some stuffed animals are thrown, as well 
as bouncy balls and cups advertising 
businesses. Every year you have a contest 
with your friends to see who can catch 
the most or the coolest beads.

Every once in a while you’ll get lucky 
and see a fight, which is always fun to 
watch. If you’re really lucky, the parde 
stops right in front of you and you get 
the chance to convince someone on the 
float to toss a jello shot your way. They 
say Christmas is the season of giving but, 

man, Mardi Gras people really give stuff 
away. I saw a man throw someone his 
wedding ring just because they asked for 
it.

So when I woke up on Mardi Gras 
day, I was fired up, ready to catch some 
beads and whatever else they might be 
throwing and thought, “Yes! There are 
like five parades today.” Only to realize 
that all of Mardi Gras was canceled due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 
Which is understandable, public health 

and safety over everything, but I have 
lived in Louisiana my whole life and have 
never missed a Carencro, Scott, Church 
Point or any of the parades in Lafayette 
on Mardi Gras day. 

To not have them this year, I just felt 
empty inside and lost. The best way to 
describe my feelings about missing Mardi 

Gras is like when you finish a really good 
show on Netflix and you are just like, 
“What do I do now?”

After a year like 2020 we could’ve all 
benefited from the laughter, memories 
and good times that Mardi Gras brings. 
The term “laissez le bon temps rouler,” 
which is “let the good times roll” in 
Cajun French is literally the motto of 
Mardi Gras. 

When someone starts a story with, “we 
were at Mardi Gras this year,” you know 
you are in for a wild story. We don’t get 
to have those stories now. It’s unfortunate 
that we lost out on those memories.

In all fairness, however, we would 
not have been able to have Mardi Gras 
if COVID-19 was not around because 
of this historic winter storm that hit 
Louisiana and Texas. Who could’ve seen 
that coming?

Out of state students have probably 
heard of Mardi Gras and never 
experienced it, and it sucks that they 
couldn’t this year. But I know Louisiana, 
so expect next year’s Mardi Gras to be 
bigger, crazier and more fun since we 
missed this year.
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Grande successfully revamps 2020 
album Positions with four new tracks

Historic loss of Mardi Gras tragic for 
Louisiana culture, hopes high for 2022

David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

OPINION — On Feb. 21, 2020, bitcoin 
was worth $9,695.66. On Feb. 21, 2021 
at 12:02 p.m., it was worth $57,515.05 
according to Coinbase, and many market 
analysts expect the price will rise above 
$100,000.

 But what’s causing this bull run for 
bitcoin? I believe an unstable economy and 
a lack of faith in fiat — government-issued 
currency not tied to gold or any other 
material — are the primary reasons. And I 
can’t blame the public for feeling this way.

 For those who aren’t familiar with 
bitcoin and cryptocurrency, here is a 
rudimentary explanation. 

Bitcoin is a digital and global currency 
that isn’t tied to any government. It’s 
completely decentralized, so no single 
person has control over it. The problem is 
that it hasn’t been widely adopted yet. So 
if you were planning to use bitcoin to buy 
groceries or put gas in your car, you can 
forget it. To put it simply, it’s like buying 
digital gold. 

With this out of the way, we can begin to 
discuss why it seems so many people feel 
that bitcoin has a brighter future than US 
dollars at the moment, and to understand 
this we need to talk about inflation and 
Modern Monetary Theory.

In my experience, most people 
understand inflation like this: The 
government prints more money and 
the value of said government’s money 
decreases. 

This is true, but another important 
factor is the velocity of money, or the rate 
money is exchanged.

Thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the United States saw a sudden spike in 

unemployment, and millions of citizens 
found themselves in need of government 
assistance. But rather than cut something 
else — such as the military — to provide 
stimulus checks, the US government 
decided to simply put more money into 
circulation. Their method of doing so 
involved buying treasuries, but in effect 
they just printed more money to stimulate 
the economy. 

 Under normal circumstances, this 
would cause massive inflation, but the 
unstable economy has encouraged 
many people to hold onto their money 
rather than spend it on consumer goods, 
lowering the velocity of money. However, 
people have been willing to spend their 
money on things they believe could make 
them even more money in the future, 
such as the stock market. It’s likely this 
is why the S&P 500 increased by 16% in 
2020 despite high unemployment and an 
uncertain economic future.

 Inflation contained in the stock market 
isn’t too problematic, but as job security 
increases we can expect the velocity of 
money to increase for consumer goods as 
well, causing the prices of said goods to 
skyrocket.

 Or at least this is the traditional 
understanding. Many economists now 
champion something called Modern 
Monetary Theory. Put simply, Modern 
Monetary Theorists believe governments 
can print money infinitely and simply 
pull the money out of circulation later 
with taxes. In theory, this would prevent 
inflation even if the Federal Reserve 
is constantly pumping money into 
circulation.

 Many are skeptical of this theory, 
including myself. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if the COVID-19 crisis is immediately 

followed by a rapid inflation crisis. While 
I can’t speak for others, this is why I have 
started putting money into cryptocurrency 
like bitcoin. 

 Some argue investing in bitcoin, and 
investing in general, is too risky and plan 
to simply leave all their money in a savings 
account. This is a terrible idea. 

Even at standard inflation rates, putting 
all your money into a typical savings 
account and letting it sit is almost always 
a guaranteed loss. According to the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
the average savings account has a 0.05% 
annual percentage yield, and Statista 
predicts a 2.24% inflation rate in 2021. The 
only year since 1990 where the inflation 
rate was lower than 0.05% was in 2009, 
according to Statista. This means the 
money sitting in your savings account 
is losing value over time, and it could 
become almost worthless in the near 
future if Modern Monetary Theorists are 
incorrect in their predictions.

 That’s not to say bitcoin is a safe 
investment; in fact, that’s far from true. 
Bitcoin has been a profitable investment 
for many thus far, but it has been highly 
volatile in the past and could easily tank 
for unforeseen reasons. 

But risk is proportional to reward in the 
stock market. And for those looking to 
raise the stakes for a chance at big money, 
bitcoin might be for you. If you’re looking 
for a safe alternative to banks that will give 
moderate returns to combat inflation, you 
might want to look into index funds.

If you do invest in bitcoin be on the 
lookout for warning signs of impending 
doom. By the time the mainstream media 
is talking about a crypto-crash you’ve 
already missed the boat. And if you see big 
corporations, such as Tesla, selling their 
crypto — not just talking about potentially 
selling — you should get out of bitcoin 
faster than Ted Cruz in a snowstorm. 

Bitcoin’s meteoric rise could signify 
impending national economic disaster
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