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There were 27 new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
last week, according to the university’s 
COVID-19 dashboard on Monday, Feb. 1 
at 6 p.m.

According to the dashboard as of 
Monday, the university has confirmed 
that 195 students and 130 faculty and staff 
members contracted the virus, and 446 
students have told the university they’ve 
tested positive. This means there have been 
a total of 771 cases among students, faculty 
and staff at UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff and 
student workers. Self-reported tests were 
taken byff-campus health care providers. 

Students in this category sent their results 
to the dean of students themselves, 
according to the dashboard.

Last week, seven faculty or staff 
members tested positive. The university 
confirmed that one student tested positive, 

and 19 students reported that they tested 
positive, according to the COVID-19 
dashboard on Monday. 

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.
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It’s no secret that the cost of higher 
education in the United States has 
skyrocketed in recent years, and the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette is no 
exception.

According to Business Insider, the 
average yearly increase in college tuition 
from 1980 to 2014 grew by roughly 
260%. Other consumer goods have only 
increased by nearly 120%.

So why is this happening? According 
to UL Lafayette Vice President for 
Enrollment Management, DeWayne 
Bowie, the 2008 financial crisis is to 
blame for the sharp increase in college 
tuition, as financial assistance from the 
government has sharply declined since 
then. 

This is largely due to local governments 
pulling funding from universities. This 
has forced many public universities to 
operate like a private institution to make 
ends meet, Bowie said.

According to CNBC, the Great 
Recession led to a decrease of public 
funding for higher education. During 
that time period, private 4-year colleges 
had a 26% increase in tuition and fees, 

while four year public colleges had a 35% 
increase. 

Despite the rising costs of education, 
student enrollment continues to grow. 
According to Business Insider, “the more 
students who want to attend college, the 
more the cost of college increases, and 
the more students borrow money.”

An increase of enrollment results in 
students having to pay for costly expenses 
such as hiring an administration staff 
for the institution. However, the lack of 
government funding places students and 
their families with the responsibility of 
paying.

According to Business Insider, funding 
for universities dropped 23% per student 
after 2008. 

The effect of these tuition hikes 
have hurt the majority of UL Lafayette 
students in more ways than one might 
think.

Many UL Lafayette students come from 
working-class families, Bowie said, and as 
a result many students are forced to work 
30 plus hours a week in many cases. He 
said this often results in the students not 
having the time or energy to succeed in 
their classes.

Thankfully, the university will be 
receiving some additional funds to 
help support their students during the 
pandemic, Bowie said.

“We just got word that we’re going to 
get another $6 million that we will be 

distributing real soon to our students that 
are enrolled this semester,” Bowie said.

According to Bowie, the university is 
making an effort to lower the cost of their 
courses and reduce fees, but COVID-19 
has made this difficult.

Certain programs, like UL Lafayette 
athletics, have been largely unprofitable, 
but were making an effort to become 
more self-sufficient. However, due to 
limited capacities, these programs are 
failing to sustain themselves without 
financial assistance from the university.

“COVID just changed it all,” Bowie 
said. “So this year for athletics, as you 
can imagine this is nationwide, it is shot 
because they could not have attendance 
at their sporting events.”

This is all coming at a time where 
college degrees are becoming increasingly 
necessary to be successful.

“This is something that I know, and 
I watched the data all the time. We are 
dead in the middle of the knowledge 
economy, which means you got to have 
some type of credentials beyond a high 
school degree or diploma, in order to get 
a job out there,” Bowie said. “What we 
see is as well, with unemployment and 
layoffs, when things like that begin to 
happen, the group that is most impacted 
the most severely is those without those 
credentials.”
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After delays due to hurricanes last 
semester, UL Lafayette is preparing to 
roll out their eco-friendly, to-go food 
containers.

This will replace all to-go boxes 
in the Cypress Lake Dining Hall, 
Lagniappe Café and Café Fleur de Lis.

Students with a meal plan have been 
given a voucher for their first box, and 
they will then receive a token after they 
return the box for the first time to an 
OZZI machine.

According to Monica Rowand, 
the sustainability coordinator at the 
university, a student will scan the 
container so that staff can track where 
all of the containers are. They are then 
cleaned and reused for other students. 

The Good to Geaux program 
started with the university wanting 
to be completely sustainable and this 
program began last year, but due to 
technical difficulties, it was postponed 
until now. 

Rowand also said that, eventually, the 
program will expand to all locations on 
campus and include silverware, but that 
it only includes to-go boxes for now. 

These limitations are due to the 
fact that locations such as Chick-fil-A 
are not owned by the university, and 
silverware is difficult to track.

Students also have legitimate 
concerns regarding the new program, 
including the fact that it seems to have 
come without any warning.

According to nursing major, Khalia 
Wilson, she did not know of the 
program until last week and thought 
the system that the university was 
using, was fine.

Other students wish that they were 
not forced to use the new system, 
and they do not like the added 
responsibility.

“That’s another thing that you have 
to worry about,” kinesiology major, 
Brionjanae Jessie said. “And if you lose 
the container, you have to pay $5 for it.”

This was confirmed by the Office of 
Sustainability’s website. 

“Use your meal swipe, declining 
balance, or card to pay for your meal 
and your token to pay for your Good 
to Geaux container,” the website 
read. “If you do not have a token 
or used container to exchange for 
a clean one, you will be charged a 
$4.99 replacement fee for a new, clean 
container.”

Jessie was also concerned about 
losing the tokens because of how small 
they are: she compared them to the size 
of a Chuck E. Cheese token for scale. 

Some students are concerned, as well, 
with the cleanliness of the containers.

“I just want to know how clean it is,” 
Wilson said.

Rowand said that they will be cleaned 
in the exact same way that the dishes 
are currently cleaned in the Dining Hall 
and are up to code with cleanliness.

However, both students were 
okay with how the vouchers were 
distributed. 

According to the Office of 
Sustainability’s Twitter, vouchers were 
only available for less than a week 
during a very specific time frame.

 “Pick up a voucher for your 1st 
Good to Geaux container this week!,” 
the tweet read.  “RAs will distribute 
vouchers from 7-9pm Tues, Wed, 
Thurs, and Fri this week, (Jan. 19-22).”
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On Sunday, Jan. 24, a University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette graduate, Robert 
Jones, passed away at the age of 23. 

Jones was a graduate student of UL 
Lafayette’s architecture department. 

He was a member of the Sigma Chi 
fraternity. He leaves behind his parents, 
John David Jones and Leslie B Jones; 
his Uncle Charles J Bretz Jr; his Uncle 
Robert L Bretz and wife Whitney; Aunt 
Catharine C Bretz; Uncle John B Bretz 
and wife Charlotte; Aunt Camille B 
Friedmann and husband Michael. 

Born in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and 
raised in Slidell, Jones played tennis, 
keyboard and was a self-taught guitar 
player. 

He was also an Eagle Scout, and he and 
his father traveled around the country 
to participate in Eagle Scout activities. 
According to his family, Jones was an 
independent, diligent, engaging and 
humorous young man. 

He was buried in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Slidell, Louisiana on 
Monday, Feb. 1 at 11 a.m. His memorial 
service was held at Honaker Funeral 
Home. Jones was beloved by his 
fraternity brothers, fellow architecture 
students, friends and family. Losing a 
student, brother, son and friend of such 
dedication, light and engagement is 
an unfortunate event to report on. The 
Vermilion sends its condolences to Jones’ 
family, friends, teachers and classmates.
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Judice Inn, a popular hamburger restaurant on Johnston Street in Lafayette at 2 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 1. The restaurant’s co-owner, Gerald Judice, has stopped using Waitr over 
financial concerns.

Eliana Bartlett
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Since stay-at-home orders were 
activated during the pandemic, delivery 
services such as Waitr, DoorDash and 
Grubhub have skyrocketed in usage. 
However, certain delivery apps ask for 
as much as 30% out of a business’ profit, 
which could potentially be harmful to 
small restaurants.

In May 2020, Waitr reported a net 
loss of $2.1 million, a significantly 
smaller loss than the $24.7 million loss 
reported in 2019. Similarly, Grubhub 
reported a 12% year-over-year increase 
in revenue. According to Grubhub, all 
of its partner restaurants are subject to 
a 4% processing/fraud protection fee, a 
marketing fee of 15-20% and an optional 
delivery service fee, at 10%. Most delivery 
apps ask for between 15% and 30% of 
each order sent to an establishment.

While some restaurants find that the 
benefits from delivery apps are worth the 
fees, the cost is the very thing that drove 
Judice Inn co-owner, Gerald Judice, away 
from Waitr.

“When we originally started with 
Waitr, we had a very positive experience. 
But once they were bought out, and their 
whole structure was changed, they were 
charging both sides, I felt, way too much. 
So, we decided to quit that service,” 
Judice said.

Judice now uses ChowNow, a delivery 
service that customizes an app for each 
of their partner restaurants, so a business 
is not listed among its competition. 
Rather than taking a percentage out of 
an establishment’s profit, ChowNow 
offers plans that can be paid monthly or 
annually.

ChowNow does not raise the prices 
of a restaurant’s menu items, though 
the price does increase according to the 
distance of the delivery. 

“The customer could choose the 
delivery option, and the only fee they 
pay is the delivery fee. My food prices are 
the same. They just pay for the delivery, 
which I think is how it should work in 
the first place,” Judice said.

Monica Minczeski, the owner of 
Jammin’ Java, finds her experience with 
Waitr to be a highly positive one. 

“It’s a way of marketing,” Minczeski 
said. “A lot of people in the area didn’t 
know who we were. Someone in 
Carencro can try our food even if they 
don’t want to drive all the way to the 
southside of Lafayette.”

Minczeski sees delivery apps as 
marketing services as much as delivery 
services. “Like anything else, you have 
to pay for marketing. Either someone in 
your community does it, or Waitr does 
it.”

Advertising a business on a billboard 
in Acadiana can price from $20-$100 
per day, as opposed to the 15-30% loss 
of revenue from a delivery app, or $149 
monthly plan from ChowNow.

Once their businesses begin to recover 
from the financial strains caused by the 
pandemic, Minczeski and Judice plan on 
continuing the use of their delivery apps.

“I like ChowNow. I think it’s more 
convenient for the customer to be able 
to see their order,” Judice said. “They 
designed an app specifically for me. It 
wasn’t just a list of restaurants to choose 
from. We have our own Judice Inn app 
through them.”

“Don’t be afraid to order on Waitr. The 
restaurants are offering it to you because 
they want you to order. I have a small 
little cafe and I want people to order,” 
Minczeski said.

Dean Turcol, Media Relations Director 
at Waitr, declined to comment on any 
financial-related issues for this article.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Police Reports
Compiled by Morri Sampey

Jan. 28
l  At 8:47 a.m., a weed eater being used by a grounds employee threw debris at 
a passing vehicle’s window and damaged it. 
l  At 1:32 p.m., an individual reported a stolen purple and cream Huffy Cruiser 
bicycle.

Jan. 23
l  At 10:56 p.m., a student reported the theft of a black and white men’s Unk 
bicycle with a wide seat.

Jan. 22
l  At 1:00 p.m., a Coastal employee reported the theft of a forward catalytic 
converter from a silver 2019 Ford Expedition.

Illustration via Taisiia Kolisnyk

An illustration of Robert Jones posted by Taisiia Kolisnyk (@taisiia.art) on Instagram.

Beloved UL Lafayette 
architecture graduate 
student passes away 

NOW OPEN! 

2021-2022 
SGA SENATE APPLICATIONS 

Deadline:  2/26/21 at noon 

COLLEGE OF ARTS -  3 Senators, 1 President 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION- 4 Senators, 1 President 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION - 4 Senators, 1 President 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING - 4 Senators, 1 President 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS - 5 Senators, 1 President 
COLLEGE OF NURSING - 4 Senators, 1 President 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES - 5 Senators, 1 President 
GRADUATE SCHOOL - 5 Senators, 1 President 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE - 3 Senators, 1 President 
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In Louisiana’s first track meet in almost 
a year, four new personal records were 
set. As a team, the Ragin’ Cajuns received 
five first-place finishes in their season-
opening tournament at Louisiana State 
University (LSU) Purple Tiger. 

The first notable event was Chandler 
Mixon’s 1-2-3 finish in the men’s 60 
meters hurdles. Nathan Fergusson, 

Trejun Jones and John Joseph joined 
Mixon with their respective first-place 
wins. Jones was one of the runners 
who set a new personal best in the 
60-meter dash. Fergusson won first in the 
400-meter dash while Joseph got a 1-2 
finish in the men’s triple jump. 

The women’s 4x400 meter relay also 
received first-place honors. The runners 
for the relay were Reina Ryan, India 
Brown, Emoni Coleman and Ta’La 
Spates. 

There were also several freshmen that 
proved their skill. Though they didn’t 
place first, freshman Aalliyah Allen 
finished second in the 400-meter dash 
and freshman Tyren Hannah got second-
place in the men’s shot put. 

The next tournament the Ragin’ 
Cajuns competed in was the Louisiana 
Invitational on Jan. 29. The highlight of 
the meet came from two Louisiana pole 
vaulters. Cole Courtois won first in the 
men’s pole vault while Reagann Leleux 

exhibited a new indoor school record for 
women’s pole vault. Leleux got the 1-2-3 
finish for the pole vault and almost beat 
her previous personal record. 

There were also many third-place 
finishes for Louisiana. For the men, Rylan 
Theyard placed third in the high jump. 

On the women’s side, Kelly Goff earned 
third in the 3,000-meter dash, Tarryn Hill 
in the 600-meters and Serenity Rogers in 
the 60-meter hurdles. 

Louisiana continued making their 
name known in their next meet. They 
competed in the Scarlet and Black 
Invitational on Jan. 31  against the likes of 
Arkansas State, South Alabama and Troy. 
John Joseph received first place honors 
in the men’s triple jump. Golden Eke was 
a close second. Eke also placed third in 
the men’s long jump. He was right behind 
Louisiana’s Obdarius Ware who came in 
second. 

On the women’s end, Frankie Griffin 
reached third place in the women’s high 
jump. Taylor Walls came in fourth in the 
women’s long jump as did Ariel Young 
but in the triple jump. 

Only three meets in, Louisiana is on 
a clear road to earning high achieving 
honors in their next meet as a final test 
before the indoor season ends. 

The next meet for Louisiana will be 
Feb. 7 as part of the Jaguar Invitational. 
This will be the last meet before the Sun 
Belt Conference indoor championships 
and NCAA Championships. The outdoor 
schedule will follow, starting on March 
19. 

Louisiana Track and Field earns four 
personal records, among other wins

Sports

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

For a spring season that just started, 
the women’s tennis team is already 
dominating. They have only lost one 
game so far, but quickly redeemed 
themselves with their next victory. 

The team started their first match on 
Jan. 23 against the University of Incarnate 
Word. Just like seasons in the past, 
Louisiana came out ready to win. In a 
6-1 bout, the Ragin’ Cajuns won in both 
single and double play. 

The powerful duo composed of Clara 
Mantaux and Isabella Kierkegaard sailed 
past Incarnate Word’s No. 2 doubles pair. 
This was Kierkegaard’s debut as a Cajun, 

and she also snatched a singles victory, 
giving her two wins in her first day of 
Louisiana gameplay. 

Four matches of singles competition 
were also played. The No. 5 and No. 6 
singles lineup spots remained unplayed 
as Incarnate Word did not have the 
players needed to compete. In the game-
winning match, Louisiana’s Floriane 
Picaut won 6-3 and 6-0. 

Louisiana’s next matchup showed that 
even after such a decisive victory, there 
is always room for more practice and 
improvement. They lost to Rice 4-0 on 
Jan. 24. 

Neither the Mantaux and Kierkegaard 
pair nor Louisiana’s other double pair, 
Floriane Picaut and Dana Radovanovic, 

were able to dominate in double play. All 
four competed in singles matches as did 
Babette Burgersdijk and Lucie Raquin, 
but the losses outweighed the wins. 

In their next matchup, Louisiana came 
back with a vengeance. In a full single 
and double sweep, they demolished 
Southern 7-0. The Ragin’ Cajuns played 
in every match and won every set without 
ties or unfinished sets. 

Radovanovic and Nandi Munyulwa 
won 6-0 while Mantaux and Raquin 
won 6-0 and 6-1 respectively. In doubles, 
Mantaux and Kierkegaard won 6-1 in 
their first match at No. 1. Louisiana’s 
other double team, Picaut and Raquin 
secured a 6-0 win. 

For a roster that is only 10 members 
long, small compared to other sports, 
Head Coach Stephanie Vallejos is doing 
a great job. She has a knack for selecting 
the best players and doubles teams for 
certain matches. 

With the win against Southern, Vallejos 
earned her 50th win as a Louisiana coach. 
She is only the third coach in program 
history to reach this milestone and only 
11 wins away from becoming the most 
winning coach in program history. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns now have a record 
of 2-1 and showed that they can deliver, 
even after a tough loss. Their next 
matchup will be on Feb. 6 in New Orleans 
against Tulane. Sun Belt Conference play 
will start in March. 

Women’s tennis team suffers single loss 
before recovering and dominating again

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

UL Lafayette juniors Dana Radovanovic (left) and Floriane Picaut (right) celebrate after their match as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Northwestern State Demons on Feb. 8, 2020.

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns recently 
landed one of the biggest recruits in 
program history as former four-star recruit 
Lance LeGendre committed to the Cajuns 
on Jan. 21.

LeGendre, a top ten dual-threat 
quarterback in the class of 2019, 
committed to play for the University of 
Maryland before entering the transfer 
portal after a short two-year stint with the 
Terrapins.

The 6-foot-1-inch, 215 pound 
quarterback looks to give the Cajuns their 
quarterback of the future.

LeGendre played a total of three games 
in his redshirt freshman season this past 

fall for the Terrapins. He signed with 
Maryland after committing to Kansas and 
Florida State in high school.

LeGendre had hoped to compete 
for Maryland’s starting quarterback 
spot heading into this past season, but 
Maryland ended up looking to incoming 
transfer Taulia Tagovailoa, the younger 
brother of Dolphins quarterback Tua 
Tagovailoa. 

Taulia had an up-and-down campaign, 
playing inconsistent at times as well as 
missing a short stint due to coronavirus.

As a native of New Orleans, LeGendre 
played his high school ball for Warren 
Easton and became one of the most 
decorated high school athletes in the state.

LeGendre came out of Warren Easton as 
the ninth-ranked, dual-threat quarterback 

in the nation and racked in dozens of 
collegiate offers. Among the plethora 
of schools to offer him were Alabama, 
Georgia, Miami and Tennessee.

His dual-threat ability is extremely 
rare as he can throw the ball on the move 
effectively as well as gain large plays using 
his mobility. As a senior, LeGendre threw 
for over 1,700 yards and 27 touchdowns as 
well as rushing for over 500 yards.

LeGendre was one of three quarterbacks 
who were the stars in season three of 
“QB1: Beyond the Lights,” a Netflix show 
that follows three high profile quarterbacks 
as they prepare for college. Oklahoma 
quarterback Spencer Rattler and Kentucky 
quarterback Nik Scalzo, were the other two 
quarterbacks featured that season.

LeGendre joins the Cajuns as one 
of many Power Five transfers to join 
the squad as former Texas Christian 
University (TCU) wide receiver John 
Stephens, Nebraska offensive lineman 
Matthew Anderson and Texas A&M tight 
end Glenn Beal have all transferred in over 
the last few months.

Head Coach Billy Napier has been 
giving his all to continue the excellence 
Lafayette has been producing, and it all 
starts with the ability to recruit. With the 
Cajuns continuing to effectively land high 
profile talent, the sky’s the limit for the 
Louisiana program.

LeGendre is expected to be the 
predecessor to two-year starter Levi Lewis, 
in hopes to continue the success Louisiana 
has been having.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Ragin’ Cajuns begin season with former 
four-star quarterback Lance LeGendre 

Caleb Williams
SPORTS WRITER

The Ragin’ Cajuns men’s basketball 
team has kept their momentum alive as 
they achieved another victory in their 
two-game series against the Texas State 
Bobcats. This series followed another 
just a week before against Arkansas State. 
This resulted in two wins for Louisiana. 
The two conference wins will keep the 
Ragin’ Cajuns at No. 1 in standing for the 
Sun Belt West.

During the first game in the series, 
Forward Theo Akwumba set the pace 
with a dunk assisted by Guard Mylik 
Wilson. With the first points on the 
board coming from Louisiana, plays from 
Guard Cedric Russel and Forward Dou 

Gueye kept Louisiana in the lead for most 
of the game, only losing the lead once 
at 37-38. Guard Mason Harrell of Texas 
State made a two-point shot to take the 
lead. Harrell played for 38 minutes and 
made 14 points with three assists. 

At this point, both teams failed to 
capitalize on opportunities to score until 
Russel buried a two-pointer taking the 
lead back 39-38. While Russel shot 3-8 in 
three-pointers, he put up 21 points and 
5 rebounds. As for Gueye, the Forward 
received 10 rebounds as well as 11 points 
of his own.

Louisiana would move on to beat 
Texas State 62-60 in a close scored game, 
redeeming themselves from the two 
teams’ previous game against where the 
score was not as close, 71-59.

The team’s fourth matchup was an even 
closer game where Louisiana won 74-73. 
The game was played on Jan. 30, just one 
day after the two team’s previous game.

Louisiana maintained the lead until 
Marlin Davis of Texas State made a 
three-point shot, tying the game 25-25. 
Here, Gueye proceeded to miss a shot 
only to be recovered by Guard Ty Harper, 
who then turned the ball over where 
Texas State scored again with a three-
pointer setting the score 25-28. On the 
possession, Louisiana tied it back up with 
a three-pointer by Guard Devin Butts.

Butts, who is listed as a bench player, 
played for 24 minutes and had 18 points 
with 1 monumental steal to win the 
game. With 0.4 seconds left to play, Butts 
stole an inbound pass from Texas State 
where he continued to make a layup 

giving Louisiana the game-winning point 
at 74-73. Butts has had one steal in the 
last three games he played.

With 13 turnovers and six offensive 
rebounds, Louisiana played a close-knit 
but came up with their third win against 
the Texas State Bobcats.

With the two wins over Texas State, 
Louisiana continued their winning 
streak of five games all being Sun Belt 
Conference games. Not only did the 
Cajuns continue their streak, but they 
broke Texas State’s five conference wins as 
well. We will see the Ragin’ Cajuns men’s 
basketball team play again this Friday 
and Saturday in another back-to-back 
two game series against the previously 
beaten opponent, Arkansas State.

Basketball momentum transfers over 
through two wins against Texas State

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Brayan Au (41) drives the ball down the court as the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns take on Arkansas State in the Cajundome Saturday, Jan. 23.
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Allons

Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

The past few weeks have been a 
whirlwind of news for the LGBT 
community. Between President Joe 
Biden’s measures against former 
President Trump’s transgender military 
ban and Jojo Siwa’s coming out, my 
timelines and newsfeeds have been full of 
LGBT updates. 

Out of everything that’s been coming 
to light, the one that stood out to me 
the most recently involved Catholicism. 
I’m not Catholic, and I usually avoid 
news stories about the Church. Having 
Catholicism forced down your throat for 
five years will do that to a person. Every 
time a religion teacher would discuss 
homosexuality as a sin, they would make 
direct eye contact with me and not break 
it, despite the fact that I wasn’t even out 
to my teachers. They must have seen my 
short hair and assumed.

However, it appears that my pixie cut 
and I have recently gained a win against 
my homophobic teachers, because 
Catholic bishops have started standing 
against the bullying of LGBT youth. 

Twelve Catholic bishops, including a 
cardinal and an archbishop, have signed 
a statement with the Tyler Clementi 
Foundation, reading, “As Catholic 
Bishops in the United States, we join 
with the Tyler Clementi Foundation in 
standing up for at-risk LGBT youth in 
our country…”

The Tyler Clementi Foundation was 
created in 2011 after 18-year-old Tyler, 
a student at Rutgers University, was the 
target of severe cyberbullying. A few days 
after his roommate recorded and put 
online a video of Tyler “in an intimate 
act,” he ended his own life. 

“His story puts a human face on the 
consequences of cruelty, which has been 
faced by millions of others suffering in 
silence in their schools, colleges, teams, 
workplaces, or faith communities,” reads 
the Tyler Clementi Foundation’s website.

The statement is 179 words long and 
titled, “God Is On Your Side: A Statement 
from Catholic Bishops on Protecting 
LGBT Youth.” The full piece is available 
on the Tyler Clementi Foundation 
website. 

“All people of goodwill should help, 
support, and defend LGBT youth; who 
attempt suicide at much higher rates 
than their straight counterparts; who are 
often homeless because of families who 
reject them; who are rejected, bullied 

and harassed; and who are the target of 
violent acts at alarming rates,” it says.

Among the bishops who have signed 
it are Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin from 
the Archdiocese of Newark, New Jersey 
and Archbishop John C. Wester from the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Although the Catholic Church believes 
that homosexuality isn’t to be acted upon, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
says LGBT individuals still need to be 
treated with respect and love.

From what I can tell, this essentially 
means that although identifying as LGBT 
is a sin, you shouldn’t be punished for 
it by fellow Catholics. It can be a little 
confusing, especially for LGBT youth in 
the Catholic Church.

With suicide and homelessness rates 
for LGBT youth being higher than others, 
the statement is a good thing to see. 
Many LGBT people I know personally 
have struggled with accepting both their 
sexualities and their religious beliefs, and 
had this come out while they were in 
highschool, I’m sure it would have given 
them hope.

“I am very grateful to the Catholic 
bishops who have signed the declaration 
and are courageously adding their 
voices to an effort to show God’s love 
by opposing any violence, harassment 
or bullying behaviour against the most 
vulnerable among us,” said Jane Clementi, 
Tyler’s mother.
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Catholic bishops take stand against 
bullying LGBT youth, sign statement

Christian Janes
ALLONS EDITOR

The storming of the Capitol Building 
on Jan. 6 by unhinged, anti-American 
traitors was a terrible blow to our 
democracy. The pure definition of a 
putsch, what Americans saw on their 
TVs, phones and computers were scenes 
previously only seen in faraway countries 
or in chapters of history books covering 
early 20th century Germany. The strength 
of our governmental institutions was 
undeniably shaken; domestic terrorists, 
encouraged and emboldened by the 
sitting president, forced their way into the 
literal heart of the American government 
to overthrow a free and fair election in 
which their candidate sorely lost. 

How was this able to happen in the 
first place? How was a violent mob 
able to successfully gain entrance into 
the Capitol at all? This answer lies in 
the dismal failure of the United States 
Capitol Police leadership. The violent 
mob was able to overwhelm and break 
through Capitol grounds security after 
an hour-long clash outside due to, as the 
opening statement of acting Chief of the 
Capitol Police Yogananda D. Pittman’s 
testimony to the House Committee on 
Appropriations indicates, the severely 
insufficient manpower of the officers 
against the insurrectionists, lack of clear 
lines of communication between officers 
and leadership and inability for the 
Capitol to be securely locked down as the 
mob approached. According to Pittman, 
Capitol police only had 1,200 officers 
working on site that day, of which, only 
170 were equipped with riot gear. This 
puny force had 0 chance against tens of 
thousands of seething, violent Trump-
supporting insurrectionists. 

I think Pittman’s assessment is an 
understatement. Poor communication, 
lacking sufficient supplies and struggling 
to carry out orders does not explain why 
a few  capitol police officers removed 
some barricades themselves to allow 
insurrectionists through. Or, why the 
Pentagon withheld the sending of D.C. 

National Guard, despite former Chief 
of the Capitol Police Steven Sund and 
Mayor of D.C. Muriel Bowser pleading 
for help. This was completely avoidable, 
yet was not prevented due to, I believe, 
utter incompetence.

What are the solutions, then? How 
is an event like this to be prevented in 
the future? Pittman stated in a press 
release that “vast improvements” ought 
to be made to the physical security 
of the Capitol Complex. These vast 
improvements include “permanent 
fencing, and the availability of ready, 
back-up forces in close proximity to 
the Capitol.” The release was brief, 
but I have no doubt that among these 
considerations, in addition to the fencing 
idea, is the further restriction of the 
public to the Capitol. 

I unequivocally disagree with both of 
these recommendations. 

Having visited D.C. and all of the 
wonderful buildings and monuments 
within it, I can say that restricting access 
to the Capitol is a mistake. The people 
should always be able to enjoy visiting the 
center of their government and the public 
spaces laid out for them. Politicians 
should not be locked away inside far 
removed from the public. The history 
and majesty of the Capitol Building, the 
National Mall and all of our beautiful and 
meaningful monuments are too precious 
to have the public shut out from them.

Instead of instituting unnecessary 
restrictions and likely unsuccessful new 
permanent fencing, the Capitol Police 
Department, the government of D.C., 
Congress and the Pentagon should 

investigate and resolve why exactly they 
failed in protecting the physical safety of 
members of Congress and the Capitol. It 
seems to me that the number one failing 
was not the barriers or the number 
of rioters, but rather incompetence. 
Had the force of officers on duty been 
increased, had a larger number of 
those officers been equipped with riot 
gear, had the National Guard been 
dispatched to the scene in a reasonable 
amount of time, had Sund’s request for 
National Guard support two days before 
the storming been granted instead of 
denied — we would have had a much 
different outcome. The failure of the 
Capitol police was simply not due to the 
lack of a physical barrier. It was due to 
incompetence.
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Capitol security is in need of competent 
leadership, rather than permanent walls
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Amelia Jennings
NEWS EDITOR

Dealing with the loss of a loved one 
in or out of school will be challenging, 
and managing work or school life can be 
just as difficult. Luckily, there are some 
resources that can help. 

Personally, I have dealt with a lot of 
loss in my life, and this article will show 
what helped me and what resources can 
be of use. I do not claim to know anyone 
else’s hardships, but I would like to help. 

One of the first things a person should 
do is reach out to family and friends 
and a therapist, if possible. I know that 
that has been said many times by people 
much smarter than I, but grieving in 
silence for long periods of time is not 
healthy.

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
does offer free counseling to students, 
and while I cannot promise that it will 
be the best counseling, it is still there. If 
you can afford it, there are therapists who 
specialize in grief for those who need it. 

In my 20 years on Earth, I have lost 
pets, all of my grandparents and worst 
of all, my father. I should have gotten 
counseling immediately, but I don’t 
blame my mom for not doing that at 
all. However, not getting help quickly 
did lead to severe anger issues and 
depression. So please get professional 
help when you can.

“Therapy can help with any sort of 
loss, whether society validates the grief 
or not,” according to GoodTherapy.org. 
“Therapy is an opportunity to explore 
your feelings and memories without 
judgment. No loss is too big or too small 
to warrant support. You do not have to 
endure your grief alone.”

Other steps that can be taken are to 

reach out to your school and work to let 
them know of your situation. They may 
be able to work with you and give you a 
smaller workload or some time off. 

Please do not let yourself fall out of 
your routine too much. I know from 
personal experience that once you fall 
off the wagon, it is very difficult to get 
back on and focus on healthy coping 
mechanisms. 

These do not include drinking copious 
amounts of alcohol or other sorts of 

reckless behaviors such as driving 
dangerously. I know that you want to feel 
numb or try to feel happy again, but that 
comes with time. 

Healthy coping mechanisms include 
exercising, drawing/writing, going out 
with others and allowing yourself to 
grieve, according to asco.org, a clinical 
journal. 

“As much as it hurts, it is natural and 
healthy to grieve,” reads the website. 
“Sometimes people feel guilty about 

the way they feel, thinking they should 
‘get over it.’ Let yourself grieve and fully 
experience your feelings, such as shock, 
sadness, anger, and loneliness. Don’t 
judge yourself...” 

It is also important to care for yourself 
properly. Shower. Brush your teeth. Clean 
your personal space. 

Again, I will not pretend to know or 
understand your situation, but I hope 
that I have helped, at least in some small 
way. 

Managing grief after the loss of a 
loved one, resources and advice

Evan Hale
COLUMNIST

The construction on Hebrard 
Boulevard will make life a lot easier for 
the people who use it.

The plan for the construction is to 
make Hebrard wider and increase safety 
for drivers and, by default, pedestrians.

For those who do not know where 
Hebrard is, it is basically the heart of 
campus. It is located between the Quad 
and the Student Union, across the street 
from the library. So it sees a lot of traffic.

It is also between East St. Mary Street 
and East University Avenue, two high-
traffic roads in Lafayette. The main 
complaint about Hebrard, though, since 
it has a lot of traffic, is that it is too 
narrow. 

If you have ever driven down Hebrard 
you know the parking situation is parallel 
parking only. The road is very narrow, 
and I get filled with anxiety just looking 
at it. Parking there is a chore and a half.

I used to drive a Chevrolet Silverado 
extended bed, which is a long and wide 
truck. If you think I am parallel parking 
in that phone booth of a street, cancel 
that thought right now.

Aside from the vehicular traffic, 
Hebrard has a lot of students who use it 
because, again, it is by many of the places 
students frequent. Making it wider will 
benefit students as well as it will lead to 
an increase of crosswalk flow from the 
quad to the Student Union. 

Both the Union and the Quad have an 
abundance of students populating those 
areas at any given time. With Hebrard 
being in the middle of the two locations 
there are a lot of pedestrians.

Walking across Hebrard was fairly 
unsafe in my own experiences. Most of 
the time when I would get there a car was 
stopped at the light and I would just cross 
no problem. 

But away from the light, there is a 
little section to walk across. Sometimes 
it was hard to see a car coming because 
it blended in with the parked cars and 
you can see the problem there. Making 
Hebrard wider will fix the problem of not 
being able to see oncoming cars.

At first, I thought they were just 
repaving it to make it smoother but to 
find out that they are making it wider 
excites me. Saying I am honestly excited 
about this project is weird to some 
people. I have been picked on a good bit 
just talking about it with my friends. 

But it excites me and it has tons of 
benefits for students and non-students. 
I definitely look forward to the finished 
product.

Hopefully, the weather and any other 
obstacle they meet are easily overcome 
and we get Hebrard 2.0 soon enough.

Photo by David Reed / The Vermilion

Hebrard Boulevard under construction at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 1. When completed, the boulevard will be both wider and safer, 
according to Columnist Evan Hale. 
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Construction on Hebrard will improve 
safety with wider road, columnist says


