
David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

Peer reviewers from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) 
are going to visit the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette from Monday, 
Feb. 10 through Thursday, Feb. 13 to 
determine whether or not the university 
will be reaccredited.

The group of peer reviewers, which 
is made up of faculty from other 
universities, will be making sure 
the university is in compliance with 
SACSCOC regulations. They will focus 
on areas where the SACSCOC found the 
university’s compliance certification, a 
document the university puts together 
that provides data showing the university 
is meeting SACSCOC requirements, 
unsatisfactory. 

 Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
Jordan Kellman, Ph.D., who said he 
led the effort to create the compliance 
certification, said it’s common that the 
SACSCOC finds some issues with a 
university’s initial report as the university 
is given many opportunities to fix any 
compliance problems the SACSCOC may 
have found.

“Everybody gets some non-compliance 
findings from that first report because 
they know you have all kinds of chances 
down the road,” Kellman said. “You have 
five chances to get in compliance and 
show that you’re in compliance.”

Assistant Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, Blanca Bauer, Ph.D., said most 
of the issues the SACSCOC had with UL 
Lafayette’s compliance report had to do 
with problems with documentation.

“There are items where sometimes, 
maybe we didn’t give enough 
information. There’s one that we 
submitted on review of the mission 
statement, one of the simplest ones 
of all, but somehow the text got cut 
off. So the most important part of the 
documentation we needed to give them 
didn’t show up on the electronic report,”  
 

Bauer said. “So we got cited because we 
didn’t give them that piece of evidence.” 

Kellman also said a lot of the 
documentation needed for the 
compliance certification was difficult to 
obtain.

“I’m quite sure that all our faculty will 
be found to be qualified for what they’re 
teaching, but often their transcripts were 
collected 25, 30, 35 years ago when they 
came here, and they’re not always easy to 
find,” he said.

The reaccreditation process takes place 
every 10 years and determines whether or 
not the university will be able to receive 
federal funding. Students at accredited 
universities are also able to transfer 
credits to universities all over the nation 
and in some cases internationally.

OnlineCourses.net states universities 
that have lost their accreditation are 
often forced to close. The site advises any 
college student attending a university 
without accreditation to transfer 
immediately. 

According to Kellman, the SACSCOC 
had much fewer issues with UL 
Lafayette’s 2020 compliance certification 
than it did with the university’s 2010 
compliance certification.

“We had more compliance issues in 
2010 than we did this time,” he said. “We 
were much newer to the process in 2010, 
and we had much less ability to gather 
data about the university.”   

The peer reviewers will also be 
looking at the university’s quality 
enhancement plan meets SACSCOC’s 
standards. A QEP is a specific plan of 
action to improve the university, which 
every SACSCOC accredited university 
is required to make in order to be 
reaccredited. 

UL Lafayette’s QEP is called Advance: 
Student Research Experience, and 
it’s intended to create more research 
opportunities for undergraduate students, 
which Bauer claims UL Lafayette is 
currently lacking.

“Our students don’t have the 
opportunities that other institutions 

or other students do to engage in these  
kinds of (research) opportunities,” Bauer 
said.

Bauer said she is confident UL 
Lafayette will meet all the requirements 
for reaccreditation.

“There’s no doubt in my mind, they’re 
going to be reaccredited. I have done this 
type of work as far as helping schools do 
reaffirmations for all of my career, for 
almost 30 years. This is the fourth full 
decennial reaffirmation I’ve done and this 
is probably the institution that’s been in 
the best shape,” she said. 

While Kellman said the process 
of preparing for reaccreditation was 
difficult, he felt the process was helpful 
for the university as a whole.

“This is a very healthy process of 
self-examination for the university. It’s 
a good thing for us to take stock of all 
of our processes and our operations 
and effectiveness of how we operate. We 
always learn a lot about ourselves from 
these and we certainly have this time,” 
Kellman said. 

Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

Joseph Savoie, Ph.D., President of the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
announced the beginning of a new 
university program in an email to the 
student body on Tuesday, Jan 21.

“Three years ago, we began the process 
of identifying a quality enhancement plan 
for the 2020 reaccreditation. Extensive 
discussions among key stakeholders 

have led to our new QEP [Quality 
Enhancement Plan] – Advance: Student 
Research Experience,” Savoie said.

Savoie went on to describe Advance 
and its intentions.

“Advance is an undergraduate research 
program that aims to provide every 
student an opportunity to complete 
creative and scholarly projects that are 
valued by their respective disciplines,” 
he said. “These Student Research 
Experiences will enable undergraduates 

to hone skills that will benefit them 
throughout their lifetimes: problem-
solving, oral and written communication, 
teamwork, and project and time 
management.”

Also according to Savoie, the last QEP 
resulted in the UNIV 100 classes that all 
incoming freshmen must take in order 
to become accustomed to college life and 
structure.

The university also included two videos 
with its announcement of the incoming 
Advance program.

One video provides success-related 
buzzwords watermarked over scenes 
from a typical day around the University.

The other video provides more 
information on the program, including 
testimonies from students, faculty and 
administrators.

“Advance: Student Research Experience 
is UL Lafayette’s Quality Enhancement 
Plan, or QEP. The QEP was devised 
by a team of faculty, staff, and student 
representatives,” April Pruitt, a biology 
major, said. 

Pruitt also commented on the intention 
of the new program coming to the 
university.

“And its goal is really to increase and 
improve the student research experience 
here at UL Lafayette through a variety of 
ways, one being a university-wide effort 
for a research supportive curriculum; 
another would be using the library and its 
resources to help students to understand 

how to research,” Pruitt said. “It also tries 
to highlight student research experiences, 
as well as acknowledge student success in 
research.”

One UL Lafayette professor, Emily 
Sandoz, Ph.D., an associate professor 
of psychology, shared her thoughts on 
Advance.

“I’m actually really excited about the 
student Advance Research Experience,” 
said Sandoz. “It’s an experience for — 
that we want to offer — any student that 
is interested to have the opportunity to 
make a contribution to their field.”

In addition to faculty, thoughts from 
the administration were included.

“Availability of undergraduate research 
experiences has always been something 
that our faculty has taken great pride in,” 
Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D., the provost and 
vice president for academic affairs, said. 
“This is taking that piece of our academic 
profile — our academic being — and 
formalizing it, institutionalizing it, and 
making it an integral part of who we will 
be as we progress into the future.”

Savoie concluded his address to the 
student body by sharing his hope for the 
future of the university.

“By fostering insightful scholarship 
and encouraging active research 
among undergraduates, Advance is 
an investment in their futures – and 
in ours,” he said. “I’m excited to see 
what tomorrow holds as a result of this 
ambitious initiative.”

Sports
VOLLEYBALL

A recap of the past successful Louisiana 
volleyball season.

PAGE 5

Allons
CAMPAIGN OVERSIGHT

Columnist finds the Federal Election 
Commission has no teeth.

PAGE 6

Allons
GRAMMYS

Music columnist discusses his gripes with 
the Grammys. 

PAGE 7

News
CORONAVIRUS

Faculty and administration discuss 
threats and facts of the coronavirus.

PAGE 3

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM

Peer reviewers to evaluate UL on next 
decade of accreditation, legitimacy

Photo by Brian Tran/The Vermilion

An Advance promotion found in Edith Garland Dupre Library.

University announces research program 
to comply with 2020 reaccreditation

Vermilion
THE

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette Student Newspaper      2      February 5, 2020

Emblem of Americorps found on their office building on Thursday Oct. 17, 2019.

Graphic by Cole Broussard



2   FEBRUARY 5, 2020   |   THE VERMILION

SGA 

Student representative 
addresses library
concerns at meeting

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

SGA talks Advance 
research program

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Student Government 
Association held a meeting on Monday, 
Feb. 3 at 5 p.m. in the Helma B. 
Constantine room.

SGA didn’t vote on any new 
appropriations, but the Finance 
Committee for SGA approved several 
requests for money which Treasurer 
Jonathan Adams said will be on the 
agenda for next week.

SGA Secretary for the Library Brett 
Crist, who is also the IT Manager for 
Edith Garland Dupré Library, brought 
up concerns students have had with 
the library’s computers, sourcing The 
Vermilion. 

“We’ve done several things to address 
that article,” Crist said.

Crist said the library is making an 
effort to correct this with scheduled, 
daily restarts of all the computers in the 
library in hopes the computers that aren’t 
connected to printers will reconnect. 

“So what we’re going to be doing now 
is automatic restarts at 7:30,” he said. 

He also proposed a two-step logout 
process that would ask students if they 
experienced any problems with the 
computer they used.

SGA President Rachel Lautigar 
also said the library will be adding 
presentation practice rooms to the library 
with help from SGA.

There are still no SGA senators for UL 
Lafayette’s Graduate School.

SGA Graduate School President Rex 
Jones said this is likely due to the SGA’s 
meetings running at 5 p.m. when many 
of UL Lafayette’s graduate students have 
class.

“I’d like for this body, and the Rules 
and Ethics Committee as well, to consider 
ways that we can make exceptions for the 
reality that is graduate students and their 
academic circumstances,” Jones said.

Amelia Jennings
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Student Government Association (SGA) 
met in the Helma B. Constantine Forum 
room in the Student Union on Jan. 27. 

Rachel Lautigar, the president of SGA, 
began the meeting with a discussion of 
fees and talked about how the students 
need to call their Congress members as 
opposed to sending an email or letter.

Hailey Boutte, the vice-president, then 
talked about Moodle and that there is an 
opening for an SGA member to come 
and help fix Moodle.

Jonathan Adams, the treasurer, spoke 
about advance posters that need to be 
posted in a variety of academic buildings 
for QEP, or Quality Enhancement 
Program. 

Next, the senate chair, Jonathan 
Alexander, went through and asked the 
members of the different colleges to state 
what updates they had. 

Michal Rodriguez, senator of 
legislative affairs, said the 2020 House of 
Representatives will be meeting in March 

as a general meeting for things like state 
taxes. 

Mary Frances Avera, the LIFE program 
co-secretary, said the first LIFE meeting 
will be Nov. 20. This is a program to help 
students learn life skills.

Mary-Margret, the business president, 
spoke about how the College of Business 
needs a new dean, and they also would 
like to discuss within their college about 
receiving more funding.

Rex Jones, the graduate school 
president, mentioned issues that, since 
the graduate students have to take night 
classes, he is the only one representing 
them. 

He also spoke about raising student pay 
overall and that he hoped to vote on that 
in the future.

Lauren Turner, the freshman senator, 
finished the meeting by talking about the 
inability of the university to put water 
fountains in the new dorms because of 
the plumbing. She said that they might 
put them in the dorm kitchens over the 
summer because students will be gone.
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Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

Feb. 2
l  At 12:10 a.m., an intoxicated student was transported by ambulance to 
Lafayette General Medical Center for treatment.
l   At 6:37 p.m., officers were sent to 1510 Johnston St. in reference to homeless 
people potentially living on the property. Two arrests were made, and the people 
were booked into Lafayette Parish Correctional Center.

Feb. 1
l  At 10 p.m., ULPD received a report that an unknown individual was trying 
to gain access to an apartment. Officers investigated and determined the 
individual was a student at the wrong apartment.

Jan. 31
l  At 7:39 p.m., officers were sent to Agnes Edwards in reference to an ongoing 
issue involving non-residents using the laundry room.

Jan. 29
l  At 9:22 a.m., an officer was sent to ULPD in reference to a student who was 
being threatened by another student at the student union. It was determined 
that no crime was committed.
l  At 9:17 p.m., officers received a report of a suspicious person. Officers spoke 
to the subject who was only asking for a ride to a shelter. The person was then 
taken to the shelter.

Jan. 27
l  At 2:38 p.m., a report was generated for a bank check scam from December 
2019.

ATTENTION: 
Student Government Vacancies 

 
 COLLEGE OF THE ARTS    1 Senator 
 COLLEGE OF NURSING    2 Senators 
 COLLEGE OF SCIENCES    1 Senator 
 GRADUATE SCHOOL     4 Senators 
 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE    1 Senator 
  

If you have any questions, please call at (337) 482-2742 or email at 
sga@louisiana.edu. Applications are now available online at sga.louisiana.edu and 

in the SGA office, Student Union, Room 159. 
 

Deadline: February 28, 2020 @ 12:00 pm                     
 

 

NOW
HIRING!

ALL STUDENTS WELCOME

Located in Gullory Hall

Send application to thevermilion@louisiana.edu

Application available at www.thevermilion.com

Thanks

POSITION: NEWS WRITER
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Amelia Jennings
NEWS WRITER

Coronavirus is a new mutation of a 
virus that causes respiratory infections 
and is known as 2019-nCov. Coronavirus 
first began in Wuhan, China and spreads 
via human contact. 

According to the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) website on coronavirus 
“Respiratory illness caused by 2019-
nCov in Wuhan, China had some link to 
a large seafood and live animal market, 
suggesting animal-to-person spread. 
Later, a growing number of patients 
reportedly did not have exposure to 
animal markets, indicating person-to-
person spread.”

Ritwij Kulkarni, Ph.D., is an 
immunologist and a professor in the 
biology department at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. 

“This is a new human virus,” Kulkarni 
said. “Symptoms range from no 
symptoms or really mild symptoms to 
serious to where some people die from 
it.”

He also said that there is no cure for 
the disease.

“For viruses we have antivirals, but for 
this one, we don’t. That’s what makes it so 
dangerous,” Kulkarni said.

However, he believes it’s not a deadly 
virus.

“We know other viruses from this same 
group of viruses, like those that caused 
the flu epidemic in 2002-2003, and the 
SARS virus. I think that their mortality 
rate was 10%,” Kulkarni said. “Here, 
the mortality rate (for coronavirus), at 
least now, is 3% to 4%. So it’s not exactly 
deadly-deadly.”

 UL Lafayette sent out an email stating 
that students at the university are not at 
risk of getting coronavirus as of now.

“There are no reported cases in 
Louisiana. There are no reported cases at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
No cases are under investigation in 
Louisiana,” reads the statement.

The report also stated that the 
University will keep students up to date 
and is trying to keep the campus free of 
the disease.

“UL Lafayette, in collaboration with 
the Louisiana Office of Public Health, 
is monitoring the situation to ensure 
the health and safety of the University 
community. The University will provide 
updates as needed,” according to the 
statement.

The statement concluded with ways 
that students can protect themselves, 

such as not coughing into their hands 
and washing their hands regularly.

According to the statement, “To protect 
yourself and others, members of the 
campus community: should cover their 
mouths or noses with a tissue or their 
shirtsleeves — not their hands — when 
coughing or sneezing, should wash their 
hands with soap and water for at least 
20 seconds (and) use an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer if soap and water are not 
available.”

In spite of all of this information, the 
CDC is concerned that it is a public 
health risk. 

“This is a very serious public health 
threat. The fact that this virus has caused 
severe illness and sustained person-to-

person spread in China is concerning, 
but it’s unclear how the situation in the 
United States will unfold at this time,” 
reads the CDC website. 

The CDC states that it will continue to 
spread and people should be vaccinated 
and take antivirals.

“It’s also likely that person-to-person 
spread will continue to occur, including 
in the United States,“ states the website. 
“It’s currently flu and respiratory disease 
season and CDC recommends getting 
vaccinated, taking everyday preventive 
actions to stop the spread of germs, and 
taking flu antivirals if prescribed.”

John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

The Hilliard Art Museum will host 
a panel discussion on architecture and 
sustainability on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
to help broaden the way Lafayette’s 
community members see sustainability as 
part of the museum’s program, Creative 
Conversations.

The panel will feature four University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette architecture 
professors who can each bring their 
own niche perspective to the subject of 
sustainability. 

Curator of Exhibitions, Ben Hickey, 
described how architects may see 
sustainability differently than the average 
person due to how their career interacts 
with it.

“When we (non-architects) think about 
sustainability we’re like ‘I don’t know 
slap a turbine on it and have some solar 
panels,’ but architects are thinking about 
it in a more complicated way, they’re 
thinking about supply chains, how much 
the prices of things affect sustainability,” 
Hickey said.

The panel is in response to Robert C. 
Tannen’s “BOX-CITY” exhibition, which 
will debut on the following Friday, Feb. 7. 
Hickey said there may be an opportunity 
for attendees to see the exhibition prior 
to its release, but it isn’t guaranteed.

Hickey described how the panel 
will likely be  on the informal side and 
last about 45 minutes. Although the 
professors will have words prepared 
for the audience, a lot of the discussion 
will be centered around the audience’s 
questions, which they can post to the 
panel via their phones at any point 
during the discussion.

Kiwana McClung is an architecture 
professor at UL Lafayette, and she said 
how she and her colleague will be, in a 
way, dismantling people’s conceptions of 
sustainability. 

McClung herself will be answering 
questions with a focus on equity: “Is 
sustainability even viable, or would 
it even make a difference — some of 
these strategies that we’re putting forth, 
especially when it comes to buildings — 
if everybody can’t afford them?”

McClung went on to explain how 
important sustainability is to the school 

of architecture. Most projects in students’ 
design classes or studios will have an 
element of sustainability, and some 
students even base their thesis projects 
with it in mind.

Although the panel will be from 
architecture professors and discussing 
architecture, both McClung and Hickey 
said it will be open to anybody.

“I would just encourage anybody who 
wants to know more about sustainability, 
and not just a textbook definition of what 
it is,” McClung said. “This group is going 
to be made up of people who think much 
more deeply and much more closely 
about the topic, and actively engage and 
actively study the topic.”

Michael McClure is another professor 
who will sit on the panel, and he will 
discuss the topics as they relate to 
speculation and science fiction. 

McClure said he will make the case 
that architecture, similar to many of 
the world’s great inventions such as the 
smartphone, can draw inspiration from 
science fiction universes like “Star Trek.”

“Probably this is just the beginning,” 
McClure said. “This is going to be bigger 
ideas, but that practical how-to, how to 

help the community out, how to help the 
world, those are still important issues. 
It’s the most pressing issue of our world 
today, so we’ve got to take care of it.”

The panel begins in the Hilliard at 
6 p.m. Hickey described how, even if 
students were to miss this panel, he 
encourages them to take the opportunity 
and participate in future Creative 
Conversations.

“I think that Creative Conversations is 
one of those things people always want 
to do, and they say ‘Well when I have 
more time, I would enjoy doing those 
kinds of things,’” Hickey said. “The time 
commitment is minimal, and by and 
large the people who come seem to really 
enjoy it, and it’s just one of those things 
about living in the moment and making 
the time to do the things you want to do. 

“And people who are curious by nature 
but feel too busy should just make the 
time I invite them to make the time and 
for a short period on a Wednesday night 
live the life of intellectual curiosity and 
leisure they aspire to.”

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Personnel say UL currently safe from 
Coronavirus, discuss disease’s spread

Hilliard to host panel on sustainability,
professors to ‘dismantle’ misconceptions
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Upcoming Basketball Games
WOMEN’S MEN’S

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

On Jan. 26, the world received a big 
shock. One of basketball’s greats, Kobe 
Bryant, passed away at the age of 41 due 
to a helicopter crash in California. 

I was at home for the weekend helping 
my mom fold laundry when I heard the 
news. 

I quickly googled Bryant’s name. The 
crazy thing is that a few hours earlier I 
was reading about Lebron James breaking 
Bryant’s record. 

James became the third-highest scorer 
in NBA history while wearing a Lakers 
jersey, Bryant’s team. When I searched 
Bryant’s name again and got through 
the James articles, I was immediately 
speechless.

I stopped what I was doing and initially 
couldn’t form any words. My mom asked 
me what was wrong and I softly spoke to 
her, “Kobe died.” She knew the best thing 
she could do at that moment was hug me. 

When my dad got home, he had a 
similar reaction and knew a hug was the 
best thing he could do. I started playing 
basketball at a young age, just like my 
dad, and Bryant was always one of his 
favorite players. Bryant also had a similar 
bond with his daughters, so my dad could 
relate. 

 

There are many great stories about Bryant 
from players, coaches and sports anchors, 
but one from Elle Duncan stuck out to 
me. 

Duncan told the story of the one time 
she met Bryant. She asked him for advice 
on raising daughters. 

According to Duncan, Bryant told her, 
“Just be grateful that you’ve been given 
that gift because girls are amazing.” 

Bryant recently became a parent 
to his fourth daughter, Capri Bryant. 
Something that added to the tragedy 
of Bryant’s death was the devastation 
of the helicopter crash. Besides Bryant, 
it included the death of one of his 
daughters, Gianna Bryant, as well as 
seven other victims. 

Following Bryant’s death, there was 
a tribute at the Grammys, as well as a 
recent Lakers game. Bryant played for the 
Lakers his entire 20-year career, so this 
tribute was especially touching. 

On Jan. 31, the Lakers packed each seat 
in the Staples Center with Bryant’s Jersey. 
This was just the beginning of a night of 
remembrance. 

Along with individual player tributes 
with basketball moves and jerseys, Usher 
performed “Amazing Grace,” a video 
package of Kobe played for the crowd and 
Lebron James gave an emotional speech. 

For those of you who don’t know 
much about basketball or Bryant, he was 

arguably one of the greatest of all time. 
He won five NBA championships and 
was named an NBA All-Star 18 times. 

The NBA All-Star game is also 
honoring Kobe by changing the setup of 
the fourth quarter. The new format will 
turn the shot clock off at the start of the 
fourth quarter and set up a final target 
score determined by the leading team’s 
total points from the three previous 
quarters. 

With the points from the three 
previous quarters, 24 points will be 
added. The 24 points represent Bryant’s 
jersey number. 

Before James beat his record, Bryant 
was the third-highest scoring player in 
the NBA, only behind Karl Malone and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 

Bryant retired in 2016 and was the 
second highest-paid NBA star of all 
time. He played in over 1,300 regular-
season games and averaged 25 points, 
5.2 rebounds and 4.7 assists during his 
career.  

His passing was a true tragedy to many, 
but his legacy will continue to live on in 
the NBA and hearts of many.

Our sports editor talks personal 
impact of Kobe Bryant’s death

Sports

Photo via TheAtlantic.com

Schedule via RaginCajuns.com
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Upcoming Baseball Games

Olivia Beauvais
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Before beginning the 2019 season, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns women’s volleyball team 
went home with a 3-2 pre-season win 
against Houston Baptist. Stats looked 
promising for this season as they out-hit 
their opponents .169-.097 and out-dug 
the Huskies 74-71.

In the start of regular season play at 
The DoubleTree Classic held in the Earl 
K. Long Gym in Lafayette, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, unfortunately, did not begin 
their season as they had hoped, losing 
to Incarnate Wood 0-3, UTEP 0-3, and 
Tulane 0-3. 

Shortly after these three losses, 
Louisiana faced three new teams in the 
Sawyer Camillo Memorial Classic with 
a positive attitude. With a home-court 
advantage, the Ragin’ Cajuns defeated 
McNeese 3-2, Eastern Michigan 3-0 and 
Florida A&M 3-1. 

Taking this energy into the next game, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns swept Southern Miss 
3-0,  expanding their winning streak to 
four. For four straight games, Louisiana 
also hit anywhere from .200 to the .245 
mark. 

With a total of six hard battles lost in 
both the Oklahoma Invitational and the 
Gators Invitational, Louisiana women’s 
volleyball had hit a rough patch. Though 
Louisiana ended the Gators Invitational 
with a loss against the nationally ranked 
team, the Florida Gators, Avery Breaux 
was chosen to represent Louisiana on the 
all-tournament team. 

To begin the Sunbelt Conference, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns took another loss against 
Texas State 1-3. Though this loss wasn’t 
what the girls had hoped for to begin 
these conference games, they attacked 
right back with a strong 3-1 win against 
UT Arlington. 

After a few losses following the UT 
Arlington game, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
dominated in both offense and defense 
for another four-game win streak against 
Georgia Southern 3-1, Georgia State 
3-0, Little Rock, and Arkansas State 3-0. 
These victories put the Cajuns in second 
place for the Sunbelt Conference. 

After claiming these wins, UT 
Arlington came back to play their second 
game against Louisiana in the Sunbelt 
Conference play. This game resulted in a 
five-match fight between the Mavericks 
and the Ragin’ Cajuns with the Ragin’ 
Cajuns falling short 2-3. 

In a pursuit to snap their losing streak, 
Louisiana fought hard to claim five 
straight games in a row against Texas 
State 3-2, ULM hosted in Monroe 3-1, 

ULM hosted in Lafayette 3-0, Arkansas 
State 3-1 and Little Rock 3-0.

The Ragin’ Cajun’s last game before the 
Sunbelt Conference Tournament against 
Little Rock was a huge win for junior 
Hallie Wisnoskie and Heather Mazeitis-
Fontenot, head coach of the Louisiana 
women’s volleyball team. 

Although the team wasn’t surprised 
that Hallie Wisnoskie was anything shy 
of competing with a winners mindset, 
she shined in a momentous moment of 
reaching 1,000 collegiate career kills. 
Head Coach Heather Mazeitis-Fontenot 
also celebrated more than one victory 
as she claimed 400 career wins as a 
collegiate head coach.

After a road trip to San Marcos, Texas, 
for the Sunbelt Conference Tournament, 

the Ragin’ Cajuns ended their season in 
a hard-fought loss against Arkansas State 
2-3. Unfortunately, Louisiana didn’t earn 
a spot in the next round of the Sun Belt 
Tournament. 

As the season ended for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, they finished their fight with an 
overall record of 14-16 and a conference 
record of 10-6, which resulted in a 
national placement of Top 20 for their 
entire season and No. 9 with an average 
of 17.88 digs per set.

Throughout the entire season, two 
Ragin’ Cajuns players that received 
incredible accolades were Halli 
Wisnoskie and Kelsey Benett. Not only 
did these women earn honors in their 
team and conference, but they were also 
recognized by the state. 

Rewind: A look back at the thrilling 
2019 women’s volleyball season

Photo by Brian Tran/The Vermilion

The Ragin’ Cajuns get pumped up before they face the Appalachian State Mountaineers on Friday, Oct. 4, 2019.

Schedule via RaginCajuns.com
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Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Recently, while doing some research 
for a school project, I was looking at the 
Wikipedia page of the Federal Election 
Commission (FEC) to get a general 
overview of what that body does. As I 
was browsing the page, I noticed one 
sentence tacked right at the end of the 
first paragraph that seemed like it was 
placed there almost as an afterthought. It 
read, “due to multiple members resigning 
and no confirmed replacements, the 
commission lacks a quorum and cannot 
conduct most of its regulatory functions.” 
I had to doubletake, “cannot conduct 
most of its regulatory functions?” What 
could that possibly mean? The last time 
I checked we were in a presidential 
election year, and that would seem to be 
a ripe time for campaign oversight and 
regulation. I had to learn more.

For a little background as to what 
the FEC is, it is the primary regulator 
of campaign finance in the U.S., with 
jurisdiction over all federal elections. The 
commission has seating for six members 
where no more than three may be of 
the same party and are all nominated 
by the president and confirmed by the 
Senate. Their website states that they 
regulate “public disclosure of funds 

raised and spent to influence federal 
elections, restrictions on contributions 
and expenditures made to influence 
federal elections and the public financing 
of presidential campaigns,” which are all 
incredibly important to the integrity of 
our elections.

Now, onto the reason that the 
nonchalant sentence in that Wikipedia 
has me flabbergasted. Although there 
are six commissioners, not all have to 
be there to vote on issues that come up, 
only a quorum — the minimum number 
of members of a body to be present for 
business to be taken care of — need 
to be present; in this case, it is four 
commissioners. The current number of 
commissioners, since September of last 
year, is three; meaning that for the past 
five months, the primary election law 
enforcement body of the nation is a lame 
duck, sitting with their thumbs twiddling 
and brains idle. 

All of the information that campaigns 
and political committees are ordered by 
law to provide to the FEC is analyzed 
for irregularities or legal violations, 
but the commission does nothing with 
that information, because, according to 
the FEC website, “an affirmative vote 
by four commissioners [is required] to 
make decisions in many areas, including 
regulations, advisory opinions, audit 

matters, and enforcement,” and “political 
committees and other filers must 
continue to disclose their campaign 
finance activity to the commission 
on the regular schedule.” In essence, 
as campaigns send in their campaign 
finance information, the FEC does 
nothing. They can only do nothing. They 
can only do nothing, because they do not 
have the legal number of commissioners 
serving to make decisions.

As crazy as all of this may sound — 
and is — what is even crazier to me is 
that in these five months since the FEC 
became a powerless, ineffectual and 
effete shell of a government agency, there 
has been no coverage of it anywhere in 
the media. Most news stories I could 
find on this were put out in late August 
when Commissioner Matthew Petersen’s 
resignation was about to go into effect. 
The only news outlet that I could find 
that is consistently updating this situation 
is The Center for Public Integrity. The 
New York Times, The Washington Post 
and even NPR, who is a partner of The 
Center for Public Integrity, have done 
nothing to raise awareness of this issue or 
call any action to fix it. All are worrying 
because violations of federal campaign 
law are being discovered as I write this 
column.

The Center for Public Integrity wrote 
up an investigative piece on how often 
presidential candidates fail to pay or 
pay in full for services rendered unto 
them by local municipal governments 
to accommodate rallies held by the 
candidates. Some candidates are better 
at paying than others; Senator Bernie 
Sanders, for instance, has paid back all 
police security services his campaign 
was provided, albeit begrudgingly and 
taking years longer than what was liked. 
President Donald Trump, however, is 
notorious for not forking over money 
municipalities say are in order. Federal 
law states that “a political committee 
shall report a disputed debt … if the 
creditor has provided something of value 
to the political committee.” It would be 

hard to argue security at a Trump rally 
as “not something of value” considering 
how notoriously rowdy and violent they 
are. Yet, almost all campaigns do not 
report these debts to the FEC and are in 
violation of the law. 

I bring this up because violation of 
federal campaign law would normally 
be under the purview of the FEC to 
investigate. Trump, being president and 
running for re-election, has the electoral 
and financial incentive to keep the FEC 
as useless as it is now; after all, he is the 
only person who can nominate people to 
the commission, and giving them teeth 
would mean giving them the power to go 
after him.

Despite bipartisan calls to fix the 
commission, the commonsense and 
rationality of such a move are lost in a 
whimper for reasons I cannot fathom. 
The president has not nominated anyone 
to the commission since 2017, with that 
nomination receiving no action in the 
Senate anyway. This was mainly due 
to the fact that the president broke the 
tradition of nominating both a Democrat 
and Republican and only nominating 
a Republican. The Senate Democrats 
gave the president a recommendation 
on a Democrat they would support for 
nomination, but this was ultimately 
ignored.

In the end, the most frustrating aspect 
for me is the lack of awareness of this 
issue among, well, anyone. We talk about 
“free and fair” elections all the time; we 
call the U.S. a “bastion of democracy” and 
“a city on a hill” for which other countries 
can look up to and say “this is who we 
aspire to be.” Ultimately though, this is 
a farce, a sham and a misrepresentation 
about what our true nature is because the 
apathy and carelessness shown here is the 
only thing we seem to really be good at 
and, ironically, care about. If we cannot 
care enough to spark some outrage at the 
complete dysfunction of the institution 
designed to, at the very least, keep up a 
charade of “free and fair” elections, then 
what do we care about?

Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Over the last week and a half, there 
have been defenses, debates and all 
other sorts of back and forth on the 
impeachment of the president. Naturally, 
it didn’t come to full fruition with the 
Senate vote, meaning Donald Trump 
is still your president. Whether that’s a 
good thing or bad thing is subjective, 
but the discourse we saw during this 
whole debacle isn’t. There were definitely 
mistakes made, and I’d like to outline why 
some of these are particularly foreboding. 

I wasn’t a fan of the Ukrainian decision 
on the president’s part. The word usage, 
the threat, all of it. I distinctly remember 
in another article how I said there aren’t 
any good ways to spin this and I believed 
it. I was passive on whether he should 
be impeached for it, but now I take a 
stance. I agree, under the current metric 
for which we impeach presidents, that it 
should have been done. 

“Woah, Brett, this is the conservative 
article. Isn’t that like, totally wrong, 
dude?” Thanks for noting that surfer guy. 
I’d like to speak on that. How many of 
your family members despise Democrats 
just because they’re Democrats? Or 
maybe it’s the other way around; maybe 
you despise Republicans because they’re a 
member of some made-up party. 

I can’t tell you how much disdain I have 
for party lines. Well, this is an Allons 
column, so I can. I have supreme disdain. 
I bought the premium Snapchat of people 
who have disdain for party lines. I … well 
I shouldn’t go on. There is nothing about 
voting for your specific party that does 
anyone any good. That’s exactly what 

happened at the impeachment hearing 
and at the Senate trial. We started this 
impeachment process for a reasonable 
cause, but the intentions were despicable. 
The venom I hear in a Democrat or 
progressive’s voice when I talk about 
Republicans or vice versa is dangerous 
and too often seen. 

I get it. I get why it’s become like this. 
It’s ritualistic, really. People flock to those 
they have a kinship with, and an entire 
political party is a strong kinship. A 
natural process, destined to happen, but 
depressing. The great divide is so vitriolic  
 

now it’s dangerous to even cross. It’s 
poisonous to betray your party. 

Sorry to say it, but the old guys aren’t 
changing. The mindset they have has 
been forged for years under molten 
words and the hammer of getting re-
elected. Instead, let’s just let them go. Let 
Bernie Sanders and Mitch McConnell 
go. They’ve had their time, and the only 
way to progress is to make new. To molt 
the layer of visceral fights that we’ve had 
before and combine in an ideal way. A 
civilized way. 

What I am saying is, that’s a utopia. 
We can’t all agree on the same thing 

and we surely can’t agree on the bigger 
things. Abortion, immigration, foreign 
aid. These things are big and affect more 
people than just you and me. They all set 
the precedent for the free world and even 
some level of hope for the controlled

It is important, I agree with that, but at 
least giving the other side a listen couldn’t 
hurt. If it does, don’t be so sensitive. If it 
makes you angry, don’t be so callous. If it 
makes you feel like you’re smarter than 
them, don’t be so pompous. Make smart 
decisions out there. The election’s coming 
up. 

POLITICS

Trump’s impeachment didn’t happen, 
but is that surprising to anyone? 

Allons

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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POLITICS

The FEC is ineffectual and no one cares
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

In almost every show or movie 
involving a high school, there’s a scene 
about a sex-ed class. It’s usually meant 
to be a comedic moment, filled with 
awkward teachers and uncomfortable 
teenagers. 

But here’s the thing: I always thought 
that was fake. I didn’t know that some 
schools actually offered sex-ed classes 
until my third year of high school. 

My school wasn’t one of the ones that 
offered it, just to be clear. I went to a sort 
of preppy Catholic high school, and their 
typical message about sex was basically 
just, “Don’t do it before marriage,” and, 
“You have to do it after marriage and 
aren’t allowed to use contraceptives 
to prevent pregnancy. If you do get 
pregnant, you’re stuck with it. Congrats!” 

Apparently, there are some elementary 
schools that offer sex-ed courses. I’ve 
never been in one, but I know people 
who have. They said they were separated 
into “boy” and “girl” classes and only 
watched videos about their own gender 
and puberty. 

So not only did they not learn about 
the other gender, they didn’t even discuss 
the sex part. 

I’m a strong believer in sex education. 
I think boys should have to learn 
about girls and their periods, and girls 
should learn about boys. If that were 
the case, there would be much less 
stigma surrounding the opposite sex. 
For instance, many people who are 
unfamiliar with periods don’t realize how 
painful they can be, or how much trouble 
they can cause. On the other side of the 
same coin, many people unfamiliar with 
erections and think that they’re always, 
inherently sexual, which isn’t true. 

I also believe they should teach about 
safe sex because that would decrease 
abortions better than an abortion ban 
would. If students are more familiar with 
how pregnancy occurs, they would be 
better at preventing it. 

When I was in elementary school, 
there were rumors that it’s impossible to 

get pregnant while on your period or in 
a pool. Those obviously aren’t true, but 
they had no way of knowing that when 
the only education about sex that had was 
a simple, “Don’t.”

But the reason I’m writing this 
article isn’t to talk about my lack of sex 
education. It’s to talk about the lack of 
LGBT sex education in general. 

Here’s the thing, it’s incredibly hard 
to be a young LGBT person most of the 
time. Although we have the internet, it’s 
riddled with untruths, and that can make 
it very difficult for a young LGBT person 
to learn about how to do anything sexual. 

I’m not saying I want highschoolers to 
go around having sex all the time. But if 
they’re going to anyway — which they 
might — they need to know how to do so 
safely.

 A common misconception held by 
the young people in my school was that 
if you’re gay, you don’t need a condom. 
Which is true in a sense. Gay people 
aren’t going to get each other pregnant; 
however, they still need condoms because 

they can still get sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

Another benefit to sex education 
classes, including the addition of LGBT 
subjects, would be learning about 
asexuality. 

So many students are asexual and think 
that they’re broken, or that they just 
“haven’t met the right person yet.” That’s 
ridiculous and untrue, and they would 
know that if they had gone to an LGBT 
sex education class. The same sentiment 
also goes for LGBT students who aren’t 
asexual.

 If a transgender or gay kid can learn 
about who they are in school, they will 
have less feelings of being broken or 
weird, and the suicide rate of LGBT 
youth would probably drop.  

I know some people will read this 
and say, “I don’t want my child learning 
about LGBT people because I don’t want 
my child to become LGBT,” or, “It goes 
against my religion.” 

An LGBT sex education class won’t 
turn your child gay. That isn’t how it 

works. It’s like saying your child is going 
to learn about George Washington and 
become the first president of the United 
States. It’s impossible. 

Also, the people who always say they 
want to “put God back in school” are 
always the people who only want to put 
their own God into school, and would 
foam at the mouth at the idea of teaching 
their children about other religions, 
so I don’t think the argument about 
it being against someone’s religion is 
valid. Evolution is against some people’s 
religion, but it’s still taught anyway. 

We know that the only reason we don’t 
have LGBT sex education is that, for 
so long, being LGBT was criminalized. 
Now, with the law and the country being 
so much more open to it (although not 
completely), we should incorporate 
LGBT topics into the current sex 
education classes. 

It will make the lives of our LGBT 
youth much safer, which should always 
be the goal. 

Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

With the passing of the 62nd Annual 
Grammy Awards, music producers and 
consumers alike continue to pressure The 
Recording Academy to address systemic 
issues that have plagued the award show 
for decades.

Artists in particular have been 
increasingly vocal with their grievances, 
with some using their platform as an 
award-winner to highlight the event as 
problematic.

Tyler Okonma, better known as Tyler, 
the Creator, criticized the categories 
of Best Rap Album and Best Urban 
Contemporary Album in a post-award 
show interview. He cited them as a way 

to pigeonhole black artists that are doing 
anything “genre-bending.” He poignantly 
stated, “I don’t like that ‘urban’ word. 
That’s just a politically correct way to say 
the n-word to me.”

His point exposes a glaring flaw 
of the Grammys and The Recording 
Academy at large: They do not know how 
to recognize and include black artists 
without categorically superfluous awards.

Since its inception in 2013, every single 
nominee for Best Urban Contemporary 
Album has been an artist of color. The 
title of the award has no genre signifier, 
so its racial implications are all the 
more clear. Conversely, the award for 
Best Alternative Music Album, while 
less racially exclusive, is still primarily a 
competition for white artists.

Arbitrary distinctions are the 
Grammys’ forte, as this racialized 
distinction replaced a genderized one. 
In 2011, The Recording Academy 
restructured the Grammys to eliminate 
a plethora of awards, including gender-
based categories, such as the Best Female 
Pop Vocal Performance and its male 
counterpart.

The Recording Academy also found it 
necessary to eliminate awards that were 
the primary forms of recognition for 
underrepresented artists and genres. This 
included Best Regional Mexican Album, 
Best Zydeco or Cajun Music Album, 
Best Tejano Album and Best Native 
American Music Album among many 
others. This effectively took away the 
only mainstream platform artists of those 
genres could occupy.

Couple this with its simultaneously 
political and unsound voting process, 
and it appears evident that The Recording 
Academy has little interest in painting 
a holistic picture of the music industry. 
Their mission to recognize “artistic 
achievement, technical proficiency 
and overall excellence in the recording 
industry, without regard to album sales 
or chart position,” is drifting further from 
reality every year.

This trend is becoming more clear 
as more artists speak out against the 
structural inefficiencies and racial bias 
of the Grammys. In a pre-Grammys gala 
acceptance speech, hip-hop magnate 
Diddy spoke out against the Recording 
Academy’s resistance to creating an “even 
playing field” for black artists.

The four main categories at the 
Grammys (Record of the Year, Album 
of the Year, Song of the Year and Best 
New Artist) are well-documented to be 
a whitewashed showcase of the music 
industry, and this past year illuminates 
this truth. Billie Eilish convincingly swept 
the field. I will not argue the merits of her 
accomplishments, but it’s worth noting 
that she may have fared differently if the 
nominations weren’t skewed to favor 
white artists.

As Tyler, the Creator pointed out, his 
newly awarded “Igor” (a very genre-
fluid release) won in the category of 
Best Rap Album but didn’t receive 
any nominations in the general field. 
He perceived this as a “backhanded 
compliment,” and rightfully so. The 
Recording Academy, in their efforts to 
categorize musicians, create irrational 
chasms between artistry and identity. 

It’s safe to say that the Grammys, a 
staple since 1959, is the byproduct of 
an antiquated institution that is deeply 
out of touch with the modern music 
landscape as much as the current social 
climate.

The Grammy Awards continues to be 
problematic, artists speak out

The LGBT community should be  
included in sex education lessons
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What is your favorite 
thing about the university?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Brian Tran.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Skyler Remlinger
SPEECH PATHOLOGY  Sophomore

“I love being Greek 
because it helped 
me connect with new 
people.”

Zoe Ourso
KINESIOLOGY  Freshman

“My favorite thing about 
UL is the swamp. It is 
nice to sit there and just 
think and just vibe.”

Hannah Gremillion
KINESIOLOGY  Sophomore

“Be able to easily 
connect with others is 
my favorite thing at UL.”

Noah Weil
KINESIOLOGY  Sophomore

“The brew because I 
always like to go there 
and study and do 
homework while sipping 
on a nice black coffee.”

Jared Seaver
KINESIOLOGY  Junior

“The rec center is my 
favorite thing about UL. 
I love staying active and 
the rec center has many 
different activities that 
help me stay active.”

Trey Breland
NURSING   Freshman

“Chick-fil-A is the best. 
Being able to just walk 
there on campus and 
get that spicy chicken 
sandwich with that 
yummy polynesian 
sauce is amazing.”
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