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There were nine new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
last week, according to the university’s 
COVID-19 dashboard on Monday, 
March 1 at 6 p.m.

According to the dashboard as of 
Monday, the university has confirmed 
that 196 students and 137 faculty and 
staff members contracted the virus, and 
475 students have told the university 
they’ve tested positive. This means there 
have been a total of 808 cases among 
students, faculty and staff at UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 
were taken by off-campus health care 

providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

Last week, two faculty or staff members 
tested positive. The university confirmed 
that one student tested positive, and 

six students reported that they tested 
positive, according to the COVID-19 
dashboard on Monday. 

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

Lena Foster
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette might not have experienced 
a traditional Mardi Gras this year, and 
freezing weather conditions have brought 
a different experience to the students and 
faculty.

Several pipe breaks occurred across 
campus during the freezing Mardi Gras 
break.

According to Scott Hebert, manager 
of facility planning, there were some 
HVAC-related problems in various 
buildings due to the main part of the 
systems freezing and breaking. 

“You’ve got pipes as large as six inches 
flowing water continuously through 
those things. So when they break, and the 
frozen parts start to thaw out, you have 
significant water damage that occurs,” 
Hebert said.

There were some breakages outside 
of buildings and in the residence halls, 
however, the worst breakage happened in 
the chemistry building.

“The worst-case scenario was 
Montgomery Hall. Two of those units 
broke down on the roof and ended up 
flooding the entire building,” Hebert said.

Certain residence halls, such as Baker, 
had low water pressure issues that 
affected their daily routines that required 
water. 

According to UL Lafayette sophomore 
and resident of Baker Hall, Keilan 

Thompson, the freeze did not affect 
him greatly. However, the third and 
fourth-floor residents of the building 
experienced these issues. 

Other places like the conference center 
had upper-floor water problems due to 
the floor’s higher levels of altitude.

“We don’t produce the electricity 
or the water. We have to get it from 
the city of Lafayette. Because the city 
of Lafayette was experiencing several 
breakages in their water supply lines, the 
water pressure was greatly reduced at the 
university,” Hebert said. “With low water 
pressure, you can’t push the water up to 
the top of buildings.”

The low water pressure affected a 
few of the academic buildings’ boiler 
functionality as it left many boilers 
without enough water to run safely.

According to Hebert, to avoid potential 
explosions or fires, their team had to turn 
the boilers off or reduce their capacity. 
This led to academic buildings having 
cooler than normal temperatures.  

There were also minor irrigation 
pipeline breakages as well as parking 
garage pipeline damage. Similar problems 
such as these have not occurred for 
almost 20 years.

“Some of the long-term employees 
in my department have been telling me 
that this happened about 20 years ago. 
They had similar issues but not quite as 
widespread,” Hebert said.

Hebert and other employees in the 
facility department coordinated with the 

city of Lafayette to plan out the necessary 
actions that needed to be taken to fix the 
pipe issues and damages. 

His team also collaborated with the 
Lafayette Fire Department, UL Lafayette 
Police Department and the Lafayette 
Police Department to address the alarms 
that sounded due to dangerously low 
water pressure.

“As those alarms were coming in, we 
had different technicians lined up and 
different third-party contractors to take 
care of those things for us,” Hebert said.

Despite their hard circumstances with 
the freezing climate, Hebert and his team 
found ways to adjust and work.

According to Hebert, it was difficult at 
times to get employees on campus while 
the roads were frozen, however, they used 
every available employee they had on 
campus to get the job done. 

“It was a team effort, and we’ve tried 
to work with all of the departments 
throughout the university to try to figure 
out ways that we can be more proactive 
and reactive on some of these issues,” 
Hebert said. 

Some students played their part by 
allowing their fellow peers to use the 
functional amenities in their rooms. 

“I knew it was kind of tough for 
them since they did not have water. It 
was difficult and complicated because 
they used that on a daily basis,” said 
Thompson. “It really was a time where I 
decided to be a helping hand.”

Eliana Bartlett
NEWS WRITER

Meal swipes will not be available 
on certain days at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s dining halls.

  Rather than meal swipes, students 
will have to use cash, card or declining 
balance. 

According to Mary Beth Kojis, food 
and beverage contract manager at UL 
Lafayette, the university is required to 
pay for all days on which they accept 
meal swipes, which is determined prior 
to the semester. 

 “We had to adjust the number of 
days that were available for board days 
to meet our contract,” Kojis said. “Board 
is meal swipes.”

Meal swipes are utilized by students 
with meal plans that live on campus. 
Cajun cards allow students to use their 
balance from their meal plan rather 
than paying upfront each time they go 
to the dining hall. 

On Monday and Tuesday of Mardi 
Gras break, however, students were 
not allowed to use their swipe cards to 
pay for their meals. UL Lafayette did 
not plan for students to be on campus 
during the break.

Due to the unexpected weather 
patterns during this time, students were 
stuck on campus with the UL Lafayette 
dining hall as their primary source 
of food. However, some of the dining 
hall employees were unable to come to 
campus to adequately serve students.

“Because of the weather and this 
natural disaster at UL at play, we had 
to kind of shift the operations to where 
the dining hall was open only,” Kojis 
said. “No retail could be open because 
it was not safe for their staff to come in. 
They’re on a skeleton crew.”

Tanner Bourgeois, an electrical 
engineering major at UL Lafayette, 
believes that students should be able 
to expect services they paid for to be 
consistently offered.

“I get it’s a holiday, but we pay a 
lot of money to come here, and the 
money we pay guarantees that the 
accommodations that are offered are 
offered the entire semester,” he said. 
“Otherwise, it is wasted money.”

Kojis said that every dollar that a 
student spends on the university will be 
given back to them in other ways. 

“We should be supporting everything 
we can on campus because every dollar 
that goes into anything on campus 
comes right back to the student in some 
sort of service,” she said. “Students 
should dine on campus as much as 
possible.”

According to Kojis, the decision to 
decline meal swipe cards during the 
Mardi Gras break was not a sudden 
one. The dining hall was scheduled to 
be closed. However, due to weather 
conditions, students stayed on campus 
and required food service.

Kojis believes that students will 
continue to dine on campus even when 
meal swipes are not accepted since 
students still visited the campus dining 
hall during Mardi Gras Break.

Bourgeois, however, does not plan 
on dining on campus if he has to find 
alternative ways to pay for his meals.

“If there were no meal swipes and 
cafeteria food was mostly coming out of 
my pocket, I would go to Taco Bell five 
minutes down the street,” he said. “I like 
the food in the cafeteria, but if I have to 
pay money, then I might as well get my 
favorite foods somewhere else for the 
same price, if not cheaper.”
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Amelia Jennings
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Jayci Tekell is a junior, graphic design 
major at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette, and she also hosts and 
produces the show “K-Pop Fever” at 
KRVS. 

The show is pre-recorded and follows 
a basic format, but every episode is 
unique. Tekell talks about current events 
and news in the K-pop world, while also 
playing a playlist of K-pop music. 

“Typically what I do is because, 
especially in Louisiana, not a lot of 
the audience KRVS has knows exactly 
what K-pop is,” Tekell said. “I’ll give 
my introduction, and I’ll have like a 
new segment. I’ll talk about either a 
particular group, or I will talk about 
the latest in K-pop news to reach the 
audience I’m hoping to reach. And, of 
course, play K-pop music.”

Tekell has a lot of knowledge on the 
subject of K-pop, as one would hope, 
including the controversies in the 
industry as a whole and in particular 
bands. However, she shies away from 
that in her show. 

“I prefer to stay out of seriousness 
because, especially if you look on 
Twitter, there are so many fan wars and 
controversies and toxicness,” she said. “I 
want K-Pop Fever to be a safe place and 
a happy place for people.”

The KRVS website explains that the 
show is for everyone, regardless of how 
much you know about K-pop. 

“With K-Pop Fever, we introduce to 
you the music part of the industry. Keep 
an open mind and we’ll guide the way,” 

the website reads. “Whether you’re an 
old stan, new stan or simply interested 
in getting to know more. K-Pop Fever is 
here with all your K-pop favorites and 
ready to give you a modern take of the 
scene.”

Tekell initially found K-pop because 
of a friend but did not find a love for it 
until later.

“One day I was doing schoolwork and 
I was just like, ‘I need something new 
to listen to’. So I would just have BTS 
playing in the background, and then one 
day, I was just like, ‘you know what? I 
want to get to know them,’” Tekell said. 
“So I contacted my best friend and since 
then I’ve just been getting into new 
groups.”

Tekell said that K-pop also helped 
her transition to college from being 
homeschooled and that it was a comfort 
and blessing to have given how big of a 
change it was. 

Because of her experience with KRVS, 
Tekell is considering changing her major 
to communications but is unsure if she 
should because of how far she has come 
with graphic design. 

Regardless, she does hope to 
eventually move to South Korea, and if 
she continues with graphic design, she 
knows that there are many opportunities 
there. 

She loves the idea of living there for 
more than just the music, however. She 
also is excited about the culture, food 
and meeting various people. 

While Tekell is unsure as to her 
future, She will continue to host K-Pop 
Fever on Mondays at midnight on the 
KRVS radio station 88.7 FM. 

Edith Garland Dupré 
library receives grant 
to fund talks on voting 
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On March 10, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s Edith Garland 
Dupré Library will be hosting “Who 
Gets to Vote? Conversations on Voting 
Rights in America,” a four-day virtual 
community book reading. The event will 
take place via Zoom and will last from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. every week.

“The purpose of this series is to prompt 
a discussion of voting in America and 
address some questions like, how has 
voting been historically in America, who’s 
voted, who hasn’t voted?” said Associate 
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Political Science Professor Pearson Cross, 
Ph.D., one of the two facilitators for the 
event.

This event is made possible by a grant 
from the Louisiana Endowment for the 
Humanities. They issued 10 grants, each 
amounting to $2,700. Originally, it was 
going to be hosted by the Lafayette Public 
Library, and Theodore Foster, Ph.D. — a 
history professor at UL Lafayette — was 
chosen to be the presenter. The Lafayette 
Parish Library board vetoed the idea, as 
they believed the speakers were biased.

“We’re trying to keep this apolitical 
and not alienate anybody,” board director 
Doug Palombo told the Advocate. 
“Things like this are fine as long as they’re 
not loaded, stacked to one side’s agenda, 
whether it’s right or left.”

In response, Joseph Savoie, Ph.D., sent 
out an email to the university’s students 
defending Foster’s qualifications.

“Dr. Foster is a dynamic and 
thoughtful scholar of Black life, culture 
and politics in our nation. That he is 

qualified to facilitate this discussion and 
provide context to it is without question.”

Following their decision, the board 
faced backlash. Teresa Elberson, the 
director of Lafayette Parish public library 
system, retired shortly after the backlash.

 Foster brought the idea to UL 
Lafayette and will be facilitating it with 
Cross. Due to the change in hosting, it is 
likely that students will be the primary 
audience.

“I think it’s incredibly important for 
students to be informed about this. First 
of all, we want students to vote; students 
are historically the lowest percentage of 
voting...But they are also the ones who, 
frankly, have the most at stake because 
they have to live the longest time under 
the kind of decisions that are made 
through voting,” said Cross.

The series will ask participants to read 
four books written about the various 
points the sessions will cover. Each 
session will be 90 minutes long and led 
by facilitators as a discussion section 
rather than a lecture.

“So the academics are there to initiate 
the discussion and to ask questions, and 
bring in knowledge where necessary or 
where applicable...to speed the discussion 
along,” said Cross. “The outcome is to 
have citizens who are better acquainted 
with the issues surrounding voting in the 
United States.”

Cross also spoke on what steps 
students who are concerned about voter 
suppression can take.

“Students need to be aware that voter 
suppression is going on. So awareness is 
the first thing, and then they need to be 
advocating for governmental policies that 
enhance, not limit, voting.”

Police Reports
Compiled by Morri Sampey

Feb. 28
l  At 3:49 p.m., there was a fire in room 304 of the Legacy Park Apartments’s 
Bancroft building. 

Feb. 26
l  At 11:01 a.m., a catalytic converter was reported stolen from a white Dodge 
Ram.

Feb. 24
l  At 12:48 p.m., there was a crash between two cars in the parking lot of the 
Legacy Park Apartments.
l  At 4:18 p.m., a red Jeep’s window was reported as being broken in the Cajun 
Field parking lot.

University Junior Jayci
Tekell hosts KRVS show 
K-Pop Fever on Mondays
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Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

After the first day of the Sun Belt 
Conference Indoor Track and Field 
Championships, the Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns Track and Field team finished 
in fourth place on the men’s side on 
Monday at the Birmingham Crossplex.

Posting the best overall time in the 
event and moving on to Tuesday’s final, 
Kiana Foster set a school record in the 
preliminaries of the women’s 60-meter 
dash for the second consecutive meet, 
clocking a time of 7.48 seconds. 

Louisiana scored 23 points on the 
men’s side to finish the first day in 
fourth place. Tying for seventh-place in 
the women’s high jump at 5-6.5, Taylor 
Davis accounted for the women’s score 
(1.5) through the opening day. 

Foster posted the best time in both 
preliminaries of the 60-meters and 
200-meters after clocking a personal-
best time of 24.30. Two weeks ago, he 
set the school record in the 60-meters 
on the same surface at the Jaguar 
Invitational. 

Posting an exceptional mark of 21-
11.75 in the long jump, 40-9.5 in the 
shot put, and 5-11.25 in the high jump, 
Mixon broke the SBC Championship 
record in the men’s 60-meter dash with 
a time of 7.06 seconds. 

On Tuesday, the second day of the 
two-day SBC Championship, Serenity 
Rogers (women’s 60-meter hurdles), 
Brock Appiah (men’s 200-meters), 
Reagann Leleux (women’s pole vault) 
and Rylan Theyard (men’s triple 
jump) all joined Foster as individual 
champions. 

Trejun Jones (men’s 60-meters), 
Leleux (women’s 60-meter hurdles), 
Nathan Fergusson (men’s 400-meters) 

and the men’s 4x400-meter relay team 
all claimed second-place honors. 

Foster, who was named the SBC 
Female Outstanding Performer after 
scoring 20 points, set a school record in 
the women’s 60-meter dash with a time 
of 7.37 seconds. 

Foster swept the 200-meters, clocking 
a time of 23.97 seconds in the women’s 
race while Brock Appiah claimed the 
men’s crown with a time of 21.31.

Leleux, the SBC Female Top Field 
Performer, scored points in the women’s 
pole vault for the Ragin’ Cajuns. The 
2019 SBC Indoor champion in the event 
reclaimed her crown after clearing 13-
1.75. 

Louisiana concluded the Indoor 
season with a strong performance 

at this week’s SBC Indoor Track and 
Field Championships in Birmingham, 
Alabama.

On the men’s side with 111 points, 
Louisiana finished third overall 
equaling its best team performance 
since placing third overall in 2017 
while scoring its most points since a 
112-point performance at the 2004 SBC 
Championships in Murfreesboro, Tenn.

The women’s team scored 64 of its 
65.5 points on the final day to surge up 
the leaderboard as the Ragin’ Cajuns 
recorded its best finish since a third-
place performance in 2015.

Foster, Serenity Rogers and Reagann 
Leleux each earned first-team All-Sun 
Belt Conference honors for the women’s 
team with Appiah, Rylan Theyard and 

Chandler Mixon earning first-team 
honors for the men’s team.

Six Louisiana athletes - Trejun Jones, 
Nathan Fergusson, Cole Courtois, 
Obdarius Ware, Tyrell Hargrove and 
Jamhad Booth – each earned second-
team All-SBC honors while Emoni 
Coleman (women’s 800-meters) and 
Yves Cherubin (men’s 60-meter hurdles) 
were named to the third team.

Several Ragin’ Cajuns athletes will 
await to be selected to compete at 
the NCAA Indoor Championships 
scheduled for March 12-13 in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Louisiana track and field team players 
win multiple awards in variety of events

Sports

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

Up until Jan. 31, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
men’s tennis team had zero wins this 
season. Following that January game, the 
team had three weeks of canceled games, 
leaving them ample practice time. 

Unfortunately, after this long break 
away from the court, Louisiana was 
unable to capitalize on that practice time. 
They lost to Rice on Feb. 27 with a score 
of 4-0. 

But why can’t the Cajuns’ team seem 
to find their footing? Last season before 
COVID struck, the squad was 13-3 and 
showing no signs of losing any time soon. 
So what’s different this year? 

Well, it’s not that the team isn’t 
talented, because the roster is full of great 

tennis players. Nevertheless, with a big 
chunk of the roster classified as freshman 
and sophomores, they just need to start 
feeling more confident and comfortable 
playing at a college level. Wins come with 
experience. 

The issue is also not with the coaches. 
In fact, Head Coach Mark Jeffrey is 
in his 13th season with men’s tennis 
and ranks as the second most winning 
Ragin’ Cajuns tennis coach in history. 
With his coaching expertise, the Cajuns 
successfully had one of the best-
recruiting classes in the past several 
years. 

The coaching staff was one of the 
main reasons why Karlo Kajin chose 
to become a Ragin’ Cajun. “I chose to 
become a Cajun after I met some coaches 
from the school. They represented to 

me everything about the school and I 
thought this is a great opportunity for my 
future,”  Kajin said. 

Kacper Dworak had similar thoughts. 
“Out of all the schools that I had offers 
from, Louisiana’s coaching staff were the 
most friendly and caring,” Dworak said. 

But something that could be an issue is 
a lack of consistency. To secure the win, 
every player competing in matches for 
the day, whether singles or doubles, has 
to be 100% on their game. If some players 
get match victories, but the majority 
don’t, the team will ultimately lose the 
game.  

Still, the Ragin’ Cajuns aren’t getting 
blown out every loss. For example, in 
their matchup with Middle Tennessee, 
Louisiana actually had two victories, but 
as previously stated those two were not 

enough to get the whole team a win. 
Another thing that could help establish 

more wins is finding better doubles 
team pairings. The players should work 
together in practice to see which pair 
of guys mesh and play well together, so 
Louisiana can start getting more doubles 
wins. 

Louisiana is a great team, however, 
they need to start doing some things 
differently in order to start winning 
matches. That can mean more practice 
time, even outside of coach sanctioned 
practices. It could also be about the 
players getting more in the mental 
mindset of winning. If you believe it, 
you can achieve it and I believe the men’s 
tennis team can get back on track. 

Men’s tennis team struggles with losing 
despite extra practice and good coaches
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Sophomore Kacper Dworak hits the incoming ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the South Alabama Jaguars at Cajun Courts on April 5, 2019.
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Sydnea Guidry sprints down the track during her competiton as the Ragin’ Cajuns host the Louisiana Classics on March 15, 2019.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

After making his Ragin’ Cajuns debut 
on Dec. 19, freshman Tiqarius “Ty” 
Harper hasn’t looked back as he has 
been lighting it up for Coach Marlin’s 
squad.

The six-foot-three-inch freshman 
guard from Norcross, Georgia, became 
eligible after the fall semester, electing 
to enroll early in order to make an 
immediate impact for the Cajuns squad.

Harper, who averaged 15.5 points 
per game as a senior, helped Santa 
Clarita Christian (Calif.) to a 24-6 
record, winning the 2020 CIF-Southern 
Sectional Division 2AA title. Harper 
was named the Division 2AA Player 

of the Year and was a first-team All-
Southern California and All-Area 
selection.

Harper chose Louisiana over schools 
such as USC and Virginia Tech, among 
many others. Harper felt he could come 
in early and produce for the Cajuns 
right off the bat.

Harper played his high school ball 
in California before selecting the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

“The staff really wants me and see 
me coming in and playing right away. I 
have family in Louisiana, and I wanted 
to be closer to my mother who lives in 
Georgia. It’s the right fit for me & my 
development not only as a player, but as 
a man,” Harper stated in an interview 
with analyst Jeff Goodman.

One word to describe Harper’s 

game is fearless. The young athlete has 
continued to impress UL Lafayette 
coaches and fans throughout his 
shortened freshman season.

The lefty has a smooth shooting 
motion along with the ability to get 
to the rim at will, contorting his body 
to seemingly always finish through 
contact.

Harper has stepped up when 
needed, scoring 17 points on 5-5 from 
three-point range in a meaningful 
game against Louisiana-Monroe. The 
freshman also played a career-high 35 
minutes against the Warhawks.

Getting his teammates involved is 
another noteworthy attribute to Harper’s 
game as his vision and ability to squeeze 
passes through tight windows has been 
on full display for the Cajuns.

Though a small sample size, we have 
seen immediate success for the Georgia 
native as he made the challenging 
decision of enrolling early.

With the Cajuns wrapping up their 
regular season this previous weekend 
against Little Rock in a two-game series, 
Harper and the Louisiana squad will 
shift their attention fully towards the 
Sun Belt Conference tournament in 
Pensacola, Florida.

With Harper beginning to get more 
comfortable on the floor with his peers, 
an NCAA tournament bid is not far-
fetched for the Cajuns. All eyes will be 
on the young freshman as he continues 
to make a name for himself in Lafayette.

Caleb Williams
SPORTS WRITER

As the 2020-2021 regular season 
comes to an end, the Cajuns look 
forward to playing their first game of 
the Sun Belt Conference tournament as 
the second seed from the West Division. 
Cajuns finished their regular season 
16-8 (10-6 conference) and showed that 
they consist of standout players that 
make them a versatile team.

Cajun’s roster leader and former Sun 
Belt player of the week, Cedric Russell, 
made a huge impact this season. With 
Russell averaging 17.5 points per game 
and a 43% field goal percentage with a 
41.5 3-point percentage, it’s no wonder 
why he leads the team as a powerful 
force. Russell assisted his team in 

lighting up the three-point line as well 
as being a team leader as he set up plays 
and scored during crucial moments. 
There were only two games of the 
season where Russel had less than 15 
points, which proved his importance to 
the team. 

Mylik Wilson is another Cajun Guard 
who played a big role for the team. He 
averaged 12.5 points, 5.3 rebounds and 
three assists per game. Along with his 
high field goal percentage, he did not 
mind sharing the ball as he helped set 
players up for three-pointers. Wilson 
was also a big help in getting the ball 
back with 97 total defensive rebounds 
127 rebounds total. Alongside rebounds, 
defensively he averaged at least one 
block and two steals per game with 23 
blocks total and 47 steals total.

Forward Theo Akwumba does not go 
without mention as he averaged 11.1 
points per game as well as 9.3 rebounds. 
The six-foot-eleven-inch forward 
played a huge role in Cajun’s defense 
as he made 63 blocks of the season. 
Akwumba not only assisted the Cajun’s 
in their defense but also in scoring as he 
had nine double-doubles in rebounds 
and points for the season. He was never 
shy to go to the goal hot coming off of 
an assist, creating a play style opponents 
had to workaround. Akwumba was 
known for locking down the paint and 
putting up points when the Cajuns 
looked to score low, he finished with a 
62.1% field goal percentage.

Freshman Guard Ty Harper also 
assisted his team in defense and scoring. 
With a field goal percentage of 42.2%, 
he aided his team in getting numbers on 

the board. Within his last four games, 
the freshman guard has had 45 points 
and played an average of 19.7 minutes 
per game. The young player showed 
great potential during this past season. 

As for the players coming off the 
bench, Devin Butts does not disappoint. 
Butts averaged 6.3 points per game, but 
averaged 16.8 minutes per game. With 
a number of his game-winning plays, 
solid defense, and decent scoring, he 
proved himself a viable substitute that 
deserves recognition.

 With Russell and Akwumba locking 
down the inside and outside of the 
court, Wilson proves a great asset with 
defense, assists and high scoring. For 
Butts, he gives his teammates time to 
rest while making plays of his own and 
holding the offense.

Freshman Ty Harper making an instant 
impact this season for the Ragin’ Cajuns

Louisiana basketball team shoots for 
the stars thanks to many star players 

Photo by James Mays / The Vermilion

Sophomore Devin Butts moves the ball down the court as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the University of New Orleans Privateers at the Cajundome on Dec. 15, 2020.

Photo by James Mays / The Vermilion

Freshman Ty Harper guards against an opposing player as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese State Cowboys at the Cajundome on Dec. 19, 2020.
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

OPINION — After several pre-release 
singles and a label change, Madison Beer’s 
new album “Life Support” was released on 
Feb. 26. Though classified as pop, the 17 
track album has a range of different genres 
that make it welcoming for any listener. 

The album starts off with an intro that 
I can only equate to Ariel’s voice in “The 
Little Mermaid.” 

Next up is “Good in Goodbye.” The 
pop/R&B song is incredibly catchy. And 
after listening to the whole album multiple 
times, it’s still my favorite song on the 
album even though it was one of her 
earlier singles. 

After this song comes the first slow-
tempo track “Default.” The lyrics are 

calming and her voice is soothing. 
Following “Default” is a pop-alternative 

track titled “Follow the White Rabbit.” 
Something about the track reminds me of 
a Melanie Martinez song, and I love it. 

The next tune seems to not fit with the 
vibe of the album up to this point. Coined 
“Effortlessly,” it’s a touching song that 
would have done better as a stand-alone 
single prior to this album’s promotion 
cycle. 

“Stay Numb and Carry On” comes in 
next and we’re back on track with the 
pop alternative feels. A perfect song for 
a feel-good rom-com movie, her vocals, 
particularly at the ending of the song, are 
superior. 

With Beer being only 21 and still a 
fresher face in the music scene, a remix of 
this song with Twenty One Pilots would 

only elevate this already amazing song to 
greater heights. In an article with NME, 
Beer said she hoped this album will prove 
once and for all that she’s a legitimate 
artist. In my opinion, she’s doing just that. 
EP’s are great, but only an album can show 
your true artistry. Throughout the album, 
I got the message of who Beer is as an 
artist; more so than I have with her past 
projects. 

There are a few more tracks I want to 
highlight. “Sour Times” is one of the few 
explicit songs on the album and with its 
message, it needs to be. You can truly feel 
her emotions in this song and it makes me 
want to instantly click the repeat button. 

“Boysh--t” is another one of my 
favorites. Its upbeat tempo with bass and 
guitar in the background of her vocals 
make the song that much more enjoyable. 

I honestly hope when concerts start back 
up again, she can attend Voodoo Music 
Fest in New Orleans and either open or 
close with this song. 

Lastly, “Emotional Bruises” is my 
favorite song on the back half of the 
album. It’s very relatable for the kind 
of relationship a 21-year-old would 
experience and you can understand how 
Beer is feeling. 

This album did exactly what Beer set it 
out to do. With that being said, I would 
rate it a 7.5/10 overall. 

Add to that the fact that Beer is credited 
as a songwriter on all 17 tracks; give her a 
few years and Beer could be the next “pop 
girl.”

Allons

Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

OPINION — It’s no secret that the 
LGBT community is growing by the day. 
In fact, it’s been a point of discussion for 
multiple news outlets lately, including The 
New York Times, CNN and CBS. There 
are a few possible reasons for this, but the 
theory that I’m personally interested in is 
that the number of LGBT people actually 
hasn’t changed at all.

Not everyone is accepting of LGBT 
people, but there is a significantly larger 
number of people who are than there were 
in the past. For one thing, it’s no longer 
illegal in the United States. Not only that, 
but the internet is accessible and useful 
today in ways that it didn’t use to be, 
giving people the chance to learn about all 
of the different LGBT identities. 

So I don’t think the number has 
changed. I just think that more and 
more people are finding it easier to come 
out. Some people even read about an 
identity on the internet and think, “Oh, 
there is a word for that.” I know because 
that’s exactly how I came about my own 
identity’s name. This isn’t something that 
would have been possible in the past, so 
I’m sure there are some people who were 
LGBT and simply weren’t aware.

Not every LGBT person in the past 
was unaware of or unable to share their 
identity, however. It’s important to 
recognize the community of the past 
because they’re the ones who helped shape 
it into what it is today, and without most 
of them, the number of LGBT people 
counted wouldn’t be as large as it is today.

One such person is Gladys Bentley. A 
lesbian and a blues performer, Bentley 

took the Harlem world by storm. She 
wore suits and sung original blues pieces, 
for which she often accompanied herself 
on the piano. Her songs ranged from 
inappropriate parodies of popular songs to 
pieces about sexual abuse. 

The speakeasy where she began her rise 
to fame was called the Clam House. She 
moved on to perform at the Ubangi Club, 
Apollo Theater, and the Cotton Club. She 
soon made her way to Los Angeles and 
performed at San Francisco’s first lesbian 
bar. 

Bentley died in 1960 from pneumonia 
at the age of 52, but not before making 
herself a common name. In fact, she 
eventually found herself living on Park 
Avenue, with a luxury car and a rent that 
would be over $5,000 a month today. She 
also had a wife, whose name is unknown.

Of course, not every LGBT person of 
history was involved in the arts. There 
were LGBT athletes as well, and it would 
be remiss to not mention Billie Jean King 
in a discussion about them. 

King was the first openly out gay athlete, 
but not by choice. In 1981, King was 
outed as a lesbian. Rather than denying 
the claims, she admitted to them. “I said: 
‘I’m going to do it. I don’t care. This is 
important to me to tell the truth.’” King 
told NBC News. “The one thing my 
mother always said, ‘To thine own self be 
true.’”

It wasn’t just King’s sexuality that 
made her a famous name. She was also 
an exceptional tennis player. She won 
39 Grand Slam titles (12 in singles, 16 
in women’s doubles and 11 in mixed 
doubles), and she defeated Bobby Riggs, 
another famous tennis player, in the Battle 
of the Sexes match.

King created the Billie Jean King 
Leadership Initiative, which focuses on 
earning equal pay for everyone, regardless 
of gender, sexuality or race.

A mere three years before King was 
outed, the LGBT flag was created by 
Gilbert Baker. Interestingly enough, this is 
where two LGBT figures’ stories connect; 
Harvey Milk, the first openly gay elected 
official in California, actually asked Baker 
to create a symbol to represent the LGBT 
community, and the famous rainbow flag 
is the product of that.

Each color on the flag stands for 
something different for the LGBT 
community. Red stands for life, orange 
for healing, yellow for the sun, green for 
nature, blue for harmony and purple for 
the soul. It was inspired by the United 
State’s flag, and the first iteration of it was a 
30 by 60 foot, hand-sewn thing that would 
eventually become an internationally 

recognized symbol. 
Aside from being a flag-maker, Baker 

was also an artist and a gay rights activist. 
He served in the United States Army 
in the early seventies and moved on to 
work at Paramount Flag Company in San 
Francisco. 

Baker died in his sleep in 2017 as a 
result of cardiovascular disease, but not 
before a documentary came out about 
him in 2003. He also recreated the original 
rainbow flag for a film called “Milk” in 
2008.

It’s thanks to Bentley, King, Baker and 
so many others that we have the LGBT 
community we do today. I’m incredibly 
glad to see it growing, and I hope that it 
continues to do so. I don’t believe it’s a sign 
that the world is becoming gayer. I think 
it’s a sign that the world is becoming more 
accepting. And the more accepting the 
world is, the happier everyone will be.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Billie Jean King, Gladys Bentley and Gilbert Baker are prominent LGBT historical figures.

As number of LGBT people rises, so 
does need to remember those of the past

Amelia Jennings
NEWS EDITOR

OPINION — In previous columns, I 
have mentioned that having a schedule 
when you are struggling with something 
can really be an amazing aide. However, 
with the ridiculousness of online classes 
and being forced to do work in your own 
time, more than before, finding a schedule 
can be difficult. And while I am struggling 
just as much as the next caffeine-addicted 
college student, I do have experience with 
something else almost as overwhelming: 
having 50 odd animals at one time. 

Yep. You read that number correctly. I 
have probably had over 100 in my lifetime, 
the majority being from the ages of 12-16. 
And while I would absolutely never do that 
again, there are only 20 in my home right 
now, and it has given me some experience 
with time management. 

For example, in high school, my life 
would look like this: run dogs outside, 
while they are outside, feed and talk to 
birds, play with dogs for a little while, go 
into the guinea pig room, feed, water and 
hay said guinea pigs, work on homework, 
run dogs in, feed them, work on 
homework and watch YouTube, go to bed, 
continue homework at 4 a.m. 

Was that the best way to organize my 
time? Probably not. But did it work? 
Mostly. 

Now, how do I apply that to my school 
work? My homework isn’t going to make 
loud noises at me to remind me to feed it, 
nor is my mom. However, it does allow me 
to find some sort of balance, and once the 
habit is in place, it is easier to maintain. 

Here’s how I have implemented it. 
First, look at your classes and see what 

you have to do. Honestly, that is one of 

the hardest parts for me. But like with 
my animals, once you start taking care of 
it, you might realize that it isn’t that bad. 
Even if it is, you’ve technically started, now 
just get it done. 

I start with the hardest project because 
I know that I start to lose brain function 
after awhile, and then move to what I 
think will be a little bit easier. In a similar 
vein, when I bathe all seven of my dogs, 
I typically start with the larger, and of 
course, most reluctant of them first. This 

helps me not dread it later, and I will have 
more patience. Also, I get to have more fun 
washing the little dogs if I’m not worried 
about the behavior of the larger ones. 

Next, I like to try to look forward to 
doing my work. I put a smile on my face 
and tell myself, “You got this, it’ll be fun” 
and sometimes I’ll even sing a little song. 

Unfortunately for me, I cannot listen 
to music that I enjoy when I do my work 
because it is distracting. However, I have 
found that videos entitled “animal calming 
music” or “bird sounds” typically help 
keep me focused. How do I know this? 
One of the birds at my house, Arnica, 
loves to scream if I have anything else 
playing while I am cleaning the cages. He 
is older than me, and he is mean, so I have 
to bend to the whims of an ornery old 
man. Please do not let him know that his 
obnoxiousness has helped me in college. 

Lastly, allow yourself to take short, 
frequent breaks and to go outside every 
once in a while, because work can be 
overwhelming. I am sad that I can no 
longer lay on the floor and be distracted by 
the love and affection that my animals give 
me, but I can still take breaks with animals 
by going to the park and walking with the 
ducks or just glancing at old pictures of 
my pets, or even face timing my mom and 
asking her to show me my adorable babies. 
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How my experience owning pets
aided my time management in college

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Madison Beer’s album “Life Support” 
makes moves, shows songwriting skill 
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Evan Hale
COLUMNIST

OPINION — I have lived in Louisiana 
for my entire life and I would rather suffer 
through the hot summer months than 
have to deal with the cold weather again.

Two weeks ago, Louisiana looked like 
the Ice Kingdom from “Adventure Time,” 
and while it was nice to get snow, it was 
awful.

I couldn’t feel my fingers; my nose was 
an ice cube during those two weeks, and 
my toes have finally unthawed this past 
Thursday. I complain constantly in the 
summer that it is humid and hot, but I 
would absolutely take that over ice and 
snow any day.

It is a lot easier to cool down than it is to 
warm up in my opinion. When your feet 
are cold they sting like nobody’s business. 
Putting them in warm water doesn’t help 
either because it stings even more.

If I cannot even enjoy a nice, hot shower 
at the end of the day because my hands, 
feet, and nose sting because they are 
freezing cold under the hot water, there is 
a big problem. It is much easier to just feel 
hot than to go inside and stand next to a 
box fan to cool off.

You never have to be aware of random 
ice patches in your driveway during the 
springtime. I heard too many stories about 
friends and family slipping on ice and that 
you can bust your head open if you slip 
and fall. Ice patches in your driveway are 
less fun and more dangerous Slip ‘N Slides.

When have you ever seen someone bust 
their head open on a Slip ‘N Slide? Never. 
Slip ‘N Slides promote fun and joy while 
a patch of ice in your driveway promotes 

concussions and pain.
It’s time for trees to be green, the sun to 

shine and flowers to bloom. Some scenery 
that promotes positive vibes to give 
everyone a literal chance to stop and smell 
the roses. Some weather that gets everyone 
smiling and wanting to go outside more 
and enjoy the warm weather.

Plus when it is hot you can go 
swimming and barbecue with friends. You 
can’t do that while it is cold. Everyone just 

wants to stay inside, eat soup and drink 
hot chocolate. This does not sound so bad 
for Christmas, but we are in February, 
about to be March, and again, I am ready 
for spring weather.

I cannot speak for everyone out there 
but personally, I am ready to stop being 
bundled up and shivering every time the 
wind blows. Blue skies, boat rides and 
sunshine are things that it is time for. If 
you read that shortlist you have to get 

a little excited for warm weather and 
beautiful days.

All jokes aside though, the weather 
lasted a week and it was enjoyable to have 
a snowball fight with my family and it 
was a nice change of pace for Louisiana 
weather. I have been complaining about 
the snow, but I believe everyone enjoyed 
the snowy weather we got.
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A chili pepper frozen in a block of ice. Louisiana experienced freezing temperatures and snowfall in February.

Heat and humidity preferable to ice 
and snow, unlikely weather for season

Christian Janes
ALLONS EDITOR

OPINION — Composer Gustav 
Mahler was met with much tragedy in 
his relatively short life; the pain of death 
would follow him from his childhood up 
to his own death at the age of 50 in 1911. 
One of 14 children, eight of his siblings 
would not survive past childhood, and his 
brother, Otto, would commit suicide at the 
age of 21 when Gustav was 34, leaving a 
note saying “life no longer pleased him so 
he ‘handed back his ticket.’” A few years 
later, he and his wife would suffer from 
the loss of their first child, four-year-old 
Maria, to scarlet fever and diphtheria. 
That same year, he would be diagnosed 
with a defective heart, a condition his wife 
thought would be his ultimate demise.

It’s no surprise, then, that in his 20s, 
Mahler composed a symphony exploring 
death and the life after it. I imagine he 
spent much of his time questioning his 
own perceptions on what death means, 
most likely asking frequently, “but what 
is next?” His Second Symphony in C 
minor, often called “Auferstehung” 
(meaning, “Resurrection”), is his attempt 
to display and impart on the world his 
understanding and interpretation of where 
we go when we die. In the answers to his 
opening questions, Mahler journeys us 
from the pit of human fear and despair to 
the heights of heavenly bliss. In doing so, 
he created some of the most beautifully 
heart-wrenching, yet hopeful, music ever 
heard.

The bass-heavy, thunderously 
brooding funeral rites depicted in the 
first movement force the listener directly 
into the moment of the formal ceremony 
serving as the final bookend of a person’s 
life. We are left to wonder what happens 
after the casket lid is permanently closed? 
Is this the final end?

Mahler does not answer those questions 
in the next movement. Horrifyingly 
contrasted with the first movement 
(Mahler himself believed that the 
cheerfulness of the second movement 
was a major fault of the symphony), the 
second movement is joyful. Isolated 
from the rest of the symphony, it would 
be dance-like and scenic — a breath 
of fresh air. Within the greater work’s 
context, however, Mahler described it as, 
“A blissful moment in the dear departed’s 
life and a sad recollection of his youth 
and lost innocence.” The movement is 
representative of us, the living; the ones 
left with only the “blissful” memories once 
shared with whom we loved and cared.

The third movement again evades 
Mahler’s initial questions. Rather, it begins 
with very loud timpani strikes that jolt the 
viewer out of their remembrances, and 
shifts the view to the departed’s journey 
to the afterlife. The movement is initially 
dance-like again and contains musical 
moments of mellowness and ease. But 
these moments are sardonic, they are 
meant to poke fun at the absurdity of life. 
The soul we are following is dazed with 
confusion and disbelief at their own death 

and of the world they leave behind. 
Soon, this confused mood is escalated. 

Winds and brass belt out staccatoed high 
notes, strings flail wildly and the bassists 
endlessly flow deeper, darker and lower. 
All of this as the whole orchestra cranks up 
the heat. They pick up the pace; they play 
louder and fuller until they crescendo in 
a shrieking blast of despair — the person’s 
final transition from mortal to divine. 
Mahler wrote, “He despairs both of himself 
and of God. The world and life begin to 
seem unreal. Utter disgust for every form 
of existence and evolution seizes him in an 
iron grasp, torments him until he utters a 
cry of despair.” 

We seamlessly begin the final two 
movements of the most beautiful and 
heart-wrenching music ever created. A 
solitary alto singer punctuates the start 
of “Urlicht” (“Primal Light”), the fourth 
movement (until this point, no human 
voice had appeared in this symphony). 
She begins sorrowfully singing in near 
total silence, “O Röschen rot! (“O little red 
rose!”). A brass chorale then foreshadows 
the person’s arrival to Heaven, before the 
alto continues lamenting on the woes of 
worldly pain, “Der Mensch liegt in größter 
Not!/Der Mensch liegt in größter Pein!/Je 
lieber möcht’ ich im Himmel sein” (“Man 
lies in greatest need!/Man lies in greatest 
suffering!/How much I would rather be in 
Heaven!”).

An angel appears to the departed soul 
and attempts to turn them away, but the 
person resists. “Ich bin von Gott und 
will wieder zu Gott!” she defiantly sings. 
Roughly translated, the lyrics are “I am 
from God, and to God, I shall return!” 
Thus, for the first time, we have some 
semblance of an answer to Mahler’s initial 
questions.

In classic Mahler fashion, the final 
(and longest) movement, where the 
“resurrection” takes place, thunderously 
begins by crashing through the decaying 

echoes of the final notes of the fourth 
movement. Reminiscent of the first 
movement, cellos and bass provide 
a stormy, but ultimately inconsistent 
rumbling that gives way to the majesty of 
harps and strings describing an ethereal, 
heavenly landscape — as if dark clouds 
parted to present the glory of Heaven. 
References to the centuries-old four-
note Dies Irae motif are written without 
attempts to hide them. Again a brass 
chorale interludes. This time, however, 
it is fuller and gives no doubt that our 
character will be in witness of all the 
wonder Heaven has to offer.

About halfway through the movement, 
Judgement Day arrives. Mahler wrote 
in “der grosse Appell” (“the Great 
Summons”) of off-stage horns (some liken 
them to the seven trumpets in the Book 
of Revelation, though Mahler only used 
four trumpets) that call for the dead to 
resurrect, be judged and return to God. 
The resulting “death march,” as Mahler 
called it, is terrifying.

Then, barely audible, a massive choir 
softly sings, soon to be joined by the solo 
soprano, “Aufersteh’n, ja aufersteh’n wirst 
du,/Mein Staub, nach kurzer Ruh!” (“Rise 
again, yes, rise again,/Will you, My dust, 
after a brief rest!”). It is not loud and brash 
as one might expect in the aftermath 
of the Apocalypse. Rather, it is solemn, 
comforting and, ultimately, beyond 
description in its beauty and homeyness. 

There is a brief, but similarly majestic, 
interlude by the orchestra before the alto 
and soprano soloists deliver us Mahler’s 
final answer to the question of what we 
are to become after death. “O glaube,/du 
warst nicht umsonst geboren!/Hast nicht 
umsonst gelebt,/gelitten!” (“O believe,/
You were not born in vain,/Have not lived 
in vain, suffered in vain!”). The tenors 
and basses continue on quietly “Was 
entstanden ist,/das muss vergehen!,” then, 
burstingly, “Was vergangen,/aufersteh’n!” 

(“What was created/Must perish,/What 
perished, must rise again!”). The solo 
soprano and alto now sing in braids 
around each other of what it means that 
life after death is the embrace and security 
of God, “O Schmerz! Du Alldurchdringer!/
Dir bin ich entrungen!/O Tod! Du 
Allbezwinger!/Nun bist du bezwungen!” 
(O Pain, You piercer of all things,/From 
you, I have been wrested!/O Death, You 
conqueror of all things,/Now, are you 
conquered!”). Together, with the orchestra, 
they build up more and more tension, 
before all is released in a massive jubilation 
by the choir.

The choir and orchestra crescendo 
together to triumphantly declare, “Sterben 
werd’ ich, um zu leben!” (“I shall die/ 
so as to live!”). Singing and playing 
at full power, we are not blown away, 
but enveloped into the glory and bliss 
that awaits us. In Mahler’s own words, 
he described this moment as such: “A 
wondrous light strikes us to the heart. 
All is quiet and blissful. Lo and behold: 
there is no judgment, no sinners, no just 
men, no great and no small; there is no 
punishment and no reward. A feeling of 
overwhelming love fills us with blissful 
knowledge and illuminates our existence.” 

Finally, with organ, orchestra, church 
bells and choir all at their full power, 
Mahler not only paints a picture of 
Heaven for us audibly, but brings a piece 
of it down to earth to experience it for 
ourselves. With the final words “Was du 
geschlagen,/zu Gott wird es dich tragen!” 
(“What thou hast fought for/Shall lead 
thee to God!) undulating and growing 
powerful, we finally, and ultimately, reach 
transcendental existence. There is no pain 
nor suffering, simply the majesty and glory 
of a new life. To Mahler, this peace is what 
he believed awaited him. What awaited his 
siblings; what awaited his daughter. What 
awaits us all. 

Mahler’s Second Symphony poses, 
then answers, questions about death
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