
Lena Foster
NEWS WRITER

SATIRE — A student who rode on the 
new parasailing feature via one of the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette buses 
crashed into the fifth floor of H.L. Griffin 
Hall on Monday, March 29.

Recently, the Department of 
Transportation at UL Lafayette installed a 
parasailing device on the back of the buses 
for emergency usage when buses were full 
on the inside. 

Due to the university’s “No parking 
anywhere except Cajun Field” policy 
along with COVID-19 restrictions, the 
number of student riders on on-campus 
buses increased drastically, therefore, the 
university had to implement something to 
resolve this issue.

According to Jackelyn Borderer, a 
sophomore commuter at UL Lafayette, she 
had never seen this many students needing 
to ride the bus from Cajun Field to campus. 
She believed something needed to be done 
to control the crowdedness.

“We wanted to solve this problem as well 
as provide amusement for our students 
during this chaotic time,” Gus Station of 
the Department of Transportation at UL 
Lafayette said.

Dryden Awall, a UL Lafayette junior, 
rode the parasailing feature the morning 
of March 18, and, according to his friend 
Landry Patwell who rode inside the bus at 
the time, “didn’t expect this at all.”

According to Patwell, the bus driver was 
running behind, and it was too very windy 
as well. However, Awall insisted on riding 

it because he had to get home to teach his 
online pilates class. 

The bus traveled Rex Street with Awall 
in the air when a gust of wind blew him 
around uncontrollably. The speed of the bus 
plus the wind led Awall to crash straight 
into the building.

“I thought he was a giant bug or bird that 
was just flying all over the place,” Frida Lay 
Joney from H.L. Griffin Hall said. “Then I 
saw him coming closer to the building.”

All the students and faculty in H.L. 
Griffin Hall evacuated due to the crash. 

Awall crashed through the window and 
landed in the classroom of an ongoing 
Spanish class. He sustained a broken leg 
along with cuts and bruises.

Awall plans to sue UL Lafayette for his 
injuries. He also demands the removal of 

the parasailing feature on the buses. 
Awall also blames H.L. Griffin for being 

too tall of a building. He believes he was set 
up for failure after seeing how unavoidable 
the building was.

The university has thus decided to make 
H.L. Griffin a one-story building. 

However, due to high demand from 
students, the university decided to keep the 
parasailing feature and turned it into a ride 
for the public for the weekends.

The buses will now be located at Girard 
Park Saturdays and Sundays for people to 
ride the parasail. 

“I don’t know why they would want to 
keep this dangerous thing,” Awall said. “I 
won’t be surprised if someone crashed into 
Legacy Apartments or something.”

Eliana Bartlett
NEWS WRITER

SATIRE — In an effort to reduce 
spending, the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s dining hall has implemented 
a program to decrease preparation and 
cooking times for all foods served to 
students. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic drags on, 
the financial strain the university faces 
does as well. UL Lafayette’s dining hall 
has resorted to saving electricity costs 
by keeping their ovens low. So low, in 
fact, that students’ meals have grown 
progressively more lively.

According to the head of food services 
at the university, Allison Credeur, the 
university would be saving a hefty $38.23 
this semester by implementing this new 
procedure.

“Last week, I just noticed my catfish 
was juicier than usual,” Leslie Picard, a 
UL Lafayette freshman said. “But last 
night, it looked up at me from my plate 
and started singing ‘Margaritaville.’”

While some students are alarmed by 
this questionable and possibly dangerous 
practice, the business department has 
praised it for its cost-efficiency.

“Gen-Z has become so sensitive about 
what they put in their bodies,” Mike 
Whittington, sixth-year business major 
and president of Beta Rho Omicron 
(BRO) said. “We force all incoming 
freshmen to eat the stray cats on campus. 
That’s off the record, right?”

The university has taken advantage of 
the student’s endurance of the uncooked 
meals, and students have started 
reporting instances of being served live 
chickens. 

Not all of the feedback has been 
negative, however. In fact, many students 
have embraced the new cuisine.     

“At least I know where the food is 
coming from,” political science major, 
Emily Brasseaux said. “This is the first 
time I’ve eaten meat in three years. If I 
knew this is what meat is supposed to 
taste like, I would have never stopped.”

The newfound love for unprepared 
meat has expanded into an obsession 
amongst students. Meal swipe cards have 
maxed out, the freshman 15 is now the 
freshman 30, and the cafeteria has run 
out of product.

Due to the unexpectedly positive 
reception and students’ palate expansion, 
alternative methods of food sourcing 
have been taken. 

This week, the university reported 
that at least one of the campus’ resident 
alligators has disappeared. While some 
students suspected that this was another 
case of the animal taking a trip to the 
library, a handful of students reported 
seeing members of the UL Ragin’ Cajuns 
football team lugging the alligator down 
East St. Mary.

In another case, security cameras 
captured footage of Whittington dragging 
an oversized gym bag stuffed with 
feathers as he walked from Girard Park.

 There have been three separate 
accounts of cannibalistic activities 
on UL Lafayette’s campus. At 6 p.m. 
Thursday night, a Resident Advisor at 
Bonin Hall called the ULPD to report a 
dismembered toe in the microwave.

“I don’t know who would be stupid 
enough to leave their food free for the 
taking while there are other flesh-craving 
students roaming these parts,” a campus 
police officer said.

This is currently under investigation 
even though security cameras are present 
in each residential building.

Saturday morning, the BRO fraternity 
placed a sign on their house’s lawn, 
announcing an intramural volleyball 
tournament. At the bottom of the banner, 
written in what appeared to be red 
dripping paint, read “Eat the Weak.”

UL Lafayette’s administration has 
refused to comment.
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Eliana Bartlett
NEWS WRITER

SATIRE — According to University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette Parking and Mad 
Stacks Director Bleedum Drye, parking 
tickets at the university will be going from 
$50 to $1 million on Thursday, April 1.

“Times are tough and we need money,” 
Drye said. “But hey, we’ll probably finish 
all our beautification projects quicker this 
way!”

Art History Major Kali Graphy said there 
isn’t enough money in her entire family 
to pay if she gets a parking ticket after 
Thursday.

“I don’t think anyone in my family has 
made $1 million over the course of their 
lifetimes, and I probably won’t either,” 
Franks said. “I don’t know how they’re 
going to expect us to pay.”

Parking and Mad Stacks has come 
up with an alternative payment plan for 
students who can’t pay the money out of 
pocket.

“If you can’t pay in cash, you can pay in 
kidneys,” Drye said. “Those fetch a pretty 
penny on the darknet, and most students 
have an extra one they don’t need.” 

Parking and Mad Stacks will also be 
adding several other changes to parking on 
campus. 

30-minute parking will be converted 
into new “test-your-luck” parking spaces. 
Students who park in a test your luck 
parking space can be ticketed at any time. 
When a UL Lafayette parking attendant 
spots a car in test-your-luck parking, they’ll 
flip a coin. If it’s heads, the attendant moves 
on to the next car. If it’s tails, you get a $1 
million parking ticket.

Drye said UL Lafayette invented test-
your-luck parking as a fun thrill ride for 
students.

“Think of the rush! You could lose $1 

million, but you might be able to get free 
parking for a whole class! Sure the risk is 
high, but the reward is too,” he said.

Franks said she doesn’t see how the 
student is supposed to know if the 
attendant just said the coin landed on tails 
regardless of the result of the coin flip.

“Obviously the car’s owner isn’t there, 
so why should we just believe UL’s parking 
attendants when they say it landed on 
tails?” she said.

Drye dismissed these claims, stating that 
the university would never be dishonest 
about the results of the coin toss.

“What? We would never rip off our 
students. Y’all know us. We want test-your-
luck parking to be an exciting experience 
for our student body,” he said.

Parking and Mad Stacks will also be 
making changes to commuter parking on 

campus. 
“It was $300. Now it’s $300,000. But for 

commuter parking, if you can’t pay, you can 
sell us a few fingers and toes,” Drye said. 
“We’ll also take a kidney, but you won’t get 
the change.”

In response, privately owned lots have 
raised their prices as well, averaging 
at about $100,000 a semester, some 
advertising that they will also accept organs 
and body parts as payment.

“If UL’s doing it I guess we will too,” Opal 
Tunnist, an owner of a private lot, said.

Graphy said none of these options will 
work for her.

“I guess I’ll be walking down Johnston 
now,” she said.

UL Parking announces tickets to 
be changed from $50 to $1 million
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David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SATIRE — Evidence suggests that 
engineering majors are the next step 
in human evolution after a compelling 
research study last week.

In the study, scientists found that 
engineering majors possess several key 
traits that make them objectively superior 
to everyone else.

“This is a groundbreaking discovery,” 
Irma Scientist said. “I never thought so 
much intelligence, so much advancement 
would be possible.”

“Downtalk”
Scientist and her team of researchers 

discovered that engineering majors possess 
the unique ability simply referred to as 
“downtalk.” 

When an engineering major is threatened 
by a predator, they will talk about their 

accomplishments, along with how much 
money they’re going to make ad nauseum. 
This will usually cause the predator to flee. 

In Scientist’s experiment, predators who 
didn’t have access to an escape route during 
an engineering major’s downtalk would 
often cut their ears off or bash their head 
against a wall until death — making the 
predator the prey.

Massive brain size
At first glance, one would think 

engineering majors have a normal-sized 
brain like everyone else, but in reality, 
engineering majors are actually clenching 
their skulls to condense their head size.

“When an engineering major goes out 
in public without clenching their brains, 
they are almost always bombarded with 
questions from less intelligent humans. To 
remedy this, engineering majors clench 
their skull to look like they have a pathetic 
monkey brain like their non-engineering 
peers,” Scientist said.

When an engineering major is alone or is 
only in the company of other engineering 
majors, they expand their brains to their 
true size of over 66 inches in diameter. 
That’s roughly the size of a monster truck 
tire. 

Their massive craniums are able to 
communicate telepathically as well as 
manipulate time and space.

“We had several test subjects who 
would visit Ancient Rome in their spare 
time,” Scientist said. “They loved watching 
the gladiator fights, saying they enjoyed 
watching those of ‘sub-engineering 
intelligence’ kill each other.” 

Zero emotions to cloud judgement
While weak-minded humans need 

emotional connections and relationships, 
engineering majors have no need for such 
things. The results are unbelievable.  

“Engineering majors can be productive 
for 100% of their day,” Scientist said. “They 
don’t need to take breaks or socialize. It’s 

astounding.”
According to University of Louisiana 

at Lafayette Engineering Major Guy 
McGeek, he often covers himself in 
expired mayonnaise before he goes out to 
strengthen his odor.

“It’s just common sense,” McGeek said. 
“All these foolish humans are wasting their 
lives with friends and family.” 

Wrapping up
With all this in mind, it’s no wonder 

Scientist predicts engineering majors will 
make up 100% of human society in a few 
short years. 

McGeek believes this change is long 
overdue.

“It’s time for us engineering majors to 
take our place in the sun,” he said. “At the 
end of the day, we’re smarter, more evolved 
and overall just better than you.”

Students injured in wild
alligator attack last week
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Amelia Jennings
NEWS EDITOR

SATIRE- On Tuesday, March 23, the 
alligators escaped Cypress Lake, proving 
to many students that alligators should 
not be kept on campus with people to 
begin with. 

One student, who was chased by one 
near her dorm, said that she was always 
worried about their possible escape. 

“I always knew that the brick walls 
were way too short,” Ali Gatarick, a 
senior zoology major said, “I was just 
waiting for one of them to come out and 
steal my toes right out of my flip-flops.”

Gatarick believed that the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette should give 
them to a zoo or wildlife preserve, where 
they are far away from students.

“I love the atmosphere with the lake 
and all,” Gatarick said, “But it really is 
not worth the safety of students, and 
more importantly, my poor feet.” 

Other students disagreed and said that 
it was obviously the students’ fault. With 
the constant feeding of the gators, C.D. 
Isle, a freshman food managing major 
said. 

“There are signs all over the lake that 
tell people not to feed them,” Isle said. 
“I was already worried about the health 
of the animals, and now look at what’s 
happened.”

Isle thinks that the alligators should 
be allowed to stay on campus, but they 
should be contained better.”

“I am not saying that a 50-foot fence is 
necessary, but maybe something a little 
higher than we have now,” Isle said. “And 
maybe, just maybe, have several neon 
signs about feeding them. Is it really 
worth going through this again?”

UL Lafayette Professor of Zoology 

and Head of the Alligator Containment 
Department, Nile Cayman, Ph.D., said 
that the gators did minimal harm to 
students and will be kept on campus. 

“After the alligators were returned 
to their lake on Wednesday,” Cayman 
said. “And it was found that most of 
the students were unharmed, we have 
decided to keep the gators at UL where 
they have always been.”

In fact, the university is considering 
letting the alligators roam free every few 
weeks to give them added enrichment. 
During this time, students would be 
asked to purchase and wear steel-toe 
boots for their safety.

“The students adore the alligators,” 
Cayman said. “I see nothing wrong with 
letting them become more personally 
acquainted.”

Cayman believes that the cost of 
the boots coming out of the students’ 
pockets is a non-issue because if they can 
afford to come to UL Lafayette, they can 
afford new shoes. 

“UL can’t afford to purchase boots for 
all the students,” Cayman said. “And, if 
students can pay for tuition, they can pay 
for a cheap pair of boots.”

Gatarick said that she cannot add 
steel-toe boots to her budget and 
released a stream of expletives at the 
university. She added that it is not her 
responsibility to protect her toes. 

However, other students, such as Sawa 
Crodall think that allowing the alligators 
to roam free would be greatly beneficial 
to both the animals and the people. 

“Don’t you just want to be able to pet 
the alligators like dogs?” Crodall asked. 
“I’d always seen them from afar and just 
wanted to boop their scaly snoot. I am so 
excited about this. I wonder if I can teach 
them to play fetch.”

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Police Reports
Compiled by Morri Sampey

March 25
l  At 1:56 p.m., a local pawn shop advised that someone turned in a bicycle with 
a ULPD bicycle registration tag.

March 23
l  At 9:30 a.m., there was a hit-and-run traffic crash involving a silver 2018 
Chevy Malibu and a black 2018 Ford Fusion. 
l  At 6:54 p.m., a gray 2019 Toyota Camry struck a parked gray 2014 Kia Soul in 
the Olivier Parking Tower.

New evidence suggests engineering 
majors next step in human evolution
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THE VERMILION   |   MARCH 31, 2021   3

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns spring soccer 
season has officially come to a close. The 
five-game season started on Feb. 26 and 
ended on March 27. The team went 1-4 
for the spring season.

The first game of the season was an 
away game against Alabama. Louisiana 
attempted 12 shots against the Alabama 
defense, but none of them were enough 
to score. Alabama’s goalkeeper stopped 
five net shots during the game, while 
Alabama’s offense scored the game’s 
only goal during the 57th minute. 
Louisiana’s defense held off Alabama’s 
scoring efforts up to that point, but it 
still resulted in an Alabama 1-0 win over 
the Cajuns.

The next game took place on Feb. 28 
against Mississippi State. Louisiana was 

held to only two shot attempts against 
their opponents, but still successfully 
scored one goal. Mississippi State scored 
twice in the beginning and once at the 
end of the game as Louisiana’s defense 
was not strong enough. This 1-3 away 
loss would be another disappointment 
before the Cajuns returned to Lafayette 
to take on Nicholls.

Louisiana competed against Nicholls 
on March 18. The team put on an 
impressive display on both ends of the 
field. Louisiana attempted 20 shots, 
three of which made it past the Nicholls 
defense. Nicholls attempted seven shots 
of their own, but were thwarted by the 
Cajuns’ defense. The 3-0 Cajuns’ home 
win would be the only one during the 
spring season, but the 10th overall 
for the entire season, a feat that hasn’t 
happened since 2010. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns once again traveled 

for their next matchup. On March 
20, the Cajuns took on Texas A & M. 
Texas A & M scored two goals facing 
the Cajuns, one of which came from a 
penalty kick. Louisiana did successfully 
save eight shots, but on offense were 
outshot 2-21 against the Aggies. This 
was the third SEC opponent Louisiana 
faced during the season as no games 
were part of the Sun Belt Conference. 

After the game, Head Coach Lance 
Key spoke about the experience. 
“We couldn’t be more proud of the 
performance of our student athletes 
in that setting, we saw it as a learning 
opportunity.” 

Louisiana closed out the season 
with a loss on March 27 against Big 12 
opponent Baylor. This 5-0 loss was the 
worst of the season and showed what 
Louisiana needs to work on before the 
fall campaign. Baylor scored four out of 

five of their goals within seven minutes. 
Louisiana was short handed 

defensively as starting defender Alex 
Augustyn was not participating in 
the game. Short-handed, it was still 
impressive to see Cajun’s goalkeeper 
Lauryn Starwood stop a career-high 13 
shots. 

Prior to the game against Baylor, 
Associate Head Coach Stephen Salas 
spoke on the game. “Just trying to play 
against the best, trying to challenge 
our girls and we’ve really stepped up. 
Refocus had a good result, practices 
are going really well, we’re clicking the 
team’s in high spirits and we’re excited 
for this game, our lat game of the 
spring,” said Salas. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns soccer season will 
resume in the fall. 

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

As Coach Billy Napier and our 
Louisiana squad get things rolling with 
spring camp, the Cajuns will have their 
eyes set on winning another Sun Belt 
Conference title.

After last year’s spring camp got 
cancelled due to COVID-19, there is 
a newfound energy and appreciation 
within this Ragin’ Cajuns group.

Bringing in an influx of new coaches 
to Napier’s staff, all of the attention will 
be focused on the defensive side of the 
ball. With a new linebacker’s coach, 
cornerbacks coach, as well as a new 
safeties coach, there has been a huge 
shakeup on that end of the ball.

With Patrick Toney returning for 
year two as the defensive coordinator, 
it gives him the ability to teach these 
new coaches the ins and outs of what is 
expected from them each week.

Offensively, the Cajuns have replaced 
former offensive coordinator Rob 
Sale, who joined the New York Giants 
coaching staff last month. Coaches 
Michael Desormeaux and Tim Leger 
will serve as co-offensive coordinators 
for the Cajuns this season.

Ragin’ Cajun fans will get a glimpse of 
what is to come in the 2021 season on 
April 22 as our Louisiana team is set to 
play their spring game.

The Vermilion and White Spring 
Game will be held at Cajun Field with 
kickoff set for 7:00 p.m. where fans will 
get the chance to see the adjustments 
our Cajuns have made from last season 
to now.

Veteran leadership will be on full 
display for the Cajuns as third year 
starting quarterback Levi Lewis will be 
looking to lead Louisiana to another 

historic season alongside a multitude of 
weapons at his disposal.

One of Lewis’ key targets returning 
will be star receiver Kyren Lacy, who 
finished the 2020-21 season with 28 
receptions, four touchdowns and 
364 yards receiving. One of the most 
efficient receivers in the conference, 
Lacy made quite the impression during 
his freshman campaign, putting the 
country on notice. Lacy will look 
to follow his stellar true freshman 
season with an even more spectacular 
sophomore run.

Cajun fans will get their first look at 
Maryland transfer Lance LeGendre, 
who will be looking to earn the backup 
quarterback spot behind Levi Lewis.

LeGendre, a top ten dual threat 
quarterback in the class of 2019, 
committed to play for the University of 
Maryland before entering the transfer 
portal after a short two-year stint with 
the Terrapins. The addition of LeGendre 
gives the Cajuns one of their largest 
recruits in program history as he was a 
four-star prospect coming out of high 
school.

With two star quarterbacks lacing up 
their cleats in what is set to be a thrilling 
spring game, Cajun fans have plenty to 
look forward to coming into next fall.

The Cajuns will have a revamped 
coaching staff to lead this team to 
another historic season as Levi Lewis 
looks to end his Ragin’ Cajun career 
in victorious fashion. With numerous 
talented players alongside him, Cajun 
fans are due for another incredible 
season in Cajun country.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Annual spring football game back on 
after being canceled due to COVID-19

Sports
This five game spring soccer season 
proved to be a learning experience

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

The UL Ragin Cajuns took on the Arkansas State Wolves for their 2020 Homecoming Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020.
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OPINION — Head Volleyball Coach 
Heather Mazeitis-Fontenot will be 
remembered as one of the greatest 
coaches in the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette history. 

Mazeitis-Fontenot retired from 
coaching on March 10 leaving behind a 
great legacy and massive shoes to fill.

The UL Lafayette volleyball team 
is electric to watch while Mazeitis-
Fontenot was coach.  When we are able 
to again I highly suggest you attend 
a volleyball game. I have never been 
more fired up than watching someone 
spike the ball or save the ball from 
hitting the floor. 

Mazeitis-Fontenot has had several 
winning seasons during her 13 years as 
head coach. Including a double-digit 
win streak that took place this season. 

That stat alone speaks to her 
greatness as a coach. A three-game 
winning streak is hard to navigate in 
sports, much less a double-digit win 
streak.

Everyone wants to win in sports no 
matter the stakes because the game is 
more fun that way, but when a team is 
on a winning streak players tend to get 
a little cocky. Getting to double-digit 
wins speaks a lot about how that team 
is coached.

In sports, it is important for a coach 
to get their players to believe in what 
they are saying. Players on the team are 
grateful to have the opportunity to be 
coached by Mazitis-Fontenot.

Mazeitis-Fontenot should go down 
as the greatest coach in UL Lafayette 
history. She coached for 13 years. You 
have to be a great coach to coach one 
team for over a decade. 

Universities don’t keep coaches 
around that long for just anything 
either. Coaching her team off the court 
played a role in her coaching for so 
long. 

When was the last time any of us 

have heard about someone from 
the volleyball team being a part of 
something bad? Never. They play their 
game (and play it very well) get their 
school work done and steer clear of 
trouble. 

Mazeitis-Fontenot played a big 
part in establishing that culture in 
that locker room. Even in class, you 
could tell who volleyball players were. 
They always worked hard and more 
effectively in class. 

It’s because they wanted to play for 
their coach, team and school. Wanting 
to play for your team and school is 
something that is obvious amongst 
athletes. 

It’s that third one that separates good 
coaches in sports. When players want 
to play for you it’s because they know 
you won’t just make them a better 
player but a better person as well. 

Mazeitis-Fontenot made sure her 
team was prepared and ready both 

on and off the court for 13 years. 
Again that kind of longevity in college 
coaching is unheard of excluding Nick 
Saban. 

Mazeitis-Fontenot definitely instilled 
a winning culture into the volleyball 
program. Her leadership will be missed 
but the legacy and culture she left will 
be inside that locker room forever. 

Caleb Williams
SPORTS WRITER

The Ragin’ Cajuns and Coastal 
Carolina opened up their first 
games of the Sun Belt Conference 
against each other at Russo Park 
on March 26. Prior to opening up 
their conference games, Carolina 
stood well with their season 
record with 13 wins and six losses. 
Louisiana, on the other hand, 
could not say the same as they had 
11 wins and 10 losses. 

Although the teams’ records 
say otherwise, this series was 
highly anticipated as Cajun fans 
were left unsatisfied due to the 
complications in the past season’s 
football schedule.

Louisiana and Coastal Carolina 
football teams were supposed to 
play in the SBC championship 
game, but it was cancelled due to 
a positive COVID-19 test. With 
this, fans of both teams can feel 
an increased level of competition 
despite this being baseball instead 
of football.

The Cajuns swept Carolina 
under the rug with a 9-2 victory 
in their first game. They started 
scoring early with six runs in the 
second inning and added three 
more in the bottom of the third. 
Big plays from Kevin Fitzgerald 
and Bobby Lada helped get a 
massive lead for the Cajuns. 
Fitzgerald allowed Conn Kimple 
and Bran Talley to score (3-0).  
Lada, who had eight home runs 
at Bossier Parish Community 
College before transferring to UL 
Lafayette, scored a triple in the 
second inning sending Fitzgerald 
and Carson Roccaforte home.

The team also showed excellent 
pitching skills as Spencer 
Arrighetti threw 7.1 innings and 
struck out 11 batters. At the end 
of the game, Jacob Schultz stepped 
in for 1.2 innings and threw four 
strikeouts. Both pitchers allowed 
for one run.

The Cajuns went on to win 
their first conference game in the 
highly anticipated game against 
Carolina. Their next day’s game 
did not amount to the same glory 
as before.

Carolina scored first with 
Tanner Garrison hitting a single 
sending one baserunner home, 
setting the score 1-0. Louisiana 
came back with their own point 
when Robertson hit a double 
sending Fitzgerald home in the 
third inning (1-1). Carolina waited 
until the fifth inning to score 
again where Billy Underwood 
sent two more baserunners home 
increasing their lead to 3-1. 
Already not looking good for the 
Cajuns, Coastal’s Nick Lucky hit 
a solo home run making the lead 
4-1. The Cajuns were trying to 
make a comeback and put Lada 
in who sent Roccaforte home 
bringing the score back up to 4-2. 
Their efforts were not enough as 
Carolina scored again in the fifth 
inning. The last of UL Lafayette’s 
points came from Fitzgerald after 
Bren Breaux hit out toward the 
center field.

Carolina played excellent 
the whole night with their 
pitching. Louisiana missed a 
couple of opportunities to make 
their comeback, but redeemed 
themselves with wins against 
Coastal Carolina on Sunday and 
Monday. We have seen excellent 
hitting in this series. The team’s 
hitting was an area that seemed 
to be lacking, so to see this 
improvement during a highly 
anticipated game is a good sign. 
Louisiana looks to improve on 
scoring early and if they fall 
behind, not letting their comeback 
happen so late. Scoring fast and 
efficiently early helped them win 
against Coastal Carolina in the 
first game of the series.

Volleyball head coach retired this month

Baseball Wins Coastal Carolina Series

Photo by Khaelyn Jackson

Louisiana player on the mound getting ready to make a pitch.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

 Freshman Celeste Darling (5) spikes the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the UTEP Miners on Friday, Aug. 30, 2019.
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Allons
Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

SATIRE — After an entire year of 
quarantine, the coronavirus pandemic isn’t 
the only thing that’s raging. Gamers, finally 
armed with a good excuse to do so, have 
been spending their time the only way they 
know how: alone.

Recent studies show that 87% of teenage 
boys have been spending most of their time 
locked in their bedrooms. For men, the 
number sits at 63%.

“These statistics can’t be right,” Fretty 
Carer said. “In fact, they sound completely 
made up.” 

Yet another statistic that sounds made up 
is the rise in Google searches for “Gaming 
Addiction,” which has increased by 207% 
in the past year alone, a clear indication 
of worry from concerned parents and 
girlfriends across the country. 

Gaming addiction is defined as an 
overuse of video games, especially when 
it causes problems in other parts of your life.

“I’m starting to believe he forgot how 
to speak English because he never talks to 
anyone outside of his games,” said Carer 
tearfully. “When I brought his soda to him 
yesterday, he called me ‘poggers.’”

Despite the increasing levels of concern 

from some families, others are finding 
that the benefits far outweigh the cons. 
According to many sources, gaming 
has medical benefits such as increased 
awareness of your surroundings, the ability 
to make snap decisions and the ability to 
call someone a slur without feeling any level 
of guilt.

For every family that speaks out about the 
dangers of having a gamer for a son, another 
rises to the challenge and speaks out about 
the benefits.

“Before Connor started playing Call 
of Duty, we argued all the time,” said Joy 
Wellspring. “Now I never have to talk to 
him. My life hasn’t known peace like this 
since before he hit puberty.”

Many women have also taken up a 
newfound interest in video games in the 
past year for a completely different reason. 
Donning a pink wig and a high-pitched 
voice, they act as healers in various games 
for the subjects of this article, carrying them 
to victory in exchange for both in-game and 
real-world currency.

“I just have to do all of the work in the 
game and tell him that he’s the reason 
we won and I get paid better than I do at 
my retail job,” said Kat Uwunyan. “Plus, 
listening to his awful pick-up lines is better 
than dealing with a Karen.”

Many parents are aware of their sons’ 
financial decisions, and most of them have 
made peace with it.

“I know he spends his allowance on 
being catfished, but honestly, I’m okay with 
it,” said a Wellspring. “We love supporting 
small businesses in the house, and it’s way 
cheaper than the college education he 
turned down.”

Wellspring also cited a WebMD article 
in her argument in favor of having a gamer 
son.

“Look, this right here says that it’s healthy 
to have a pet. That’s basically what Connor 
is now. I bring his meals to his room, he 
doesn’t respond if I speak to him and I only 
have to bathe him every two weeks.”

APRIL FOOLS!
Families cite many benefits to gaming addiction

Christian Janes
ALLONS EDITOR

SATIRE — The U.S. made history 
this week in passing a first-of-its-kind 
bill that aims to conquer the national 
debt once and for all. The bill H.R. 1337, 
known as the Taking Heed of America’s 
Nightmarish debt by Killing Matt Act, 
or “THANKS Matt,” will completely 
redefine how the federal government 
tackles its $28 trillion debt: by pinning it 
all on one guy and murdering him.

The bill’s namesake Richard “Matt” 
Torres, a roller coaster enthusiast based 
out of Oregon, was initially hesitant after 
he was selected to take the fall on behalf 
of his country, but eventually came 
around to the idea, especially after his 
business took a hit when the COVID-19 
pandemic came into full swing. 

“You know, the whole, like, journey I 
took in those three days between being 
selected and coming to terms with it — 
that journey was one I am proud of and 
can honestly say ‘yeah, I’m making a 
difference.’” It is unclear what “journey” 
Torres went on since the interview for 
this article took place only a day after he 
was selected.

In any case, much of the American 
electorate is satisfied with Torres’s 
gumption. A New York Times/Siena 
poll shows 43% of Americans support 
him, 30% saying they “would have been 
honored to serve in his place, but had an 
appointment that day” and 27% unsure 
of what was happening at all. 

The new law, which passed the House 
of Representatives in February, faced a 
lukewarm reception in the Senate, where 
some Republican senators denounced 
the bill as taking away one of their key 
talking points in election years.

“They know that one of the things 
that really gets our base going is the 
national debt,” said Sen. Josh Hawley of 
Missouri at a press conference referring 
to House and Senate Democrats, “If they 
are able to pass this bill, they will ruin 
conservative chances at the election by 
stifling our freedom of speech to rant 
about a debt problem we helped create.” 
He added later, “It’s just another way 
the commie leftists are attempting to rig 
elections.”

Opposition also came from the left, 
with Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont 
worried the guy killed would be of 
working or middle class and not a 
millionaire or billionaire.

“The American people are tired of this 
assault on the working class. Too often 
this country has been lenient on those 
making extravagant sums of money 
while the workers suffer a Hunger 
Games-style lottery to determine whose 
sweet release of death will pay off this 
debt!” yelled Sen. Sanders on the Senate 
floor. He concluded his speech by 
remarking, “It’s time we take action and 
ensure the top one percent of the top 
one percent of the top one percent pays 
their fair share.”

Despite this resistance, the bill 
passed in the Senate 71-29. Forty-
one Democrats were joined by 30 
Republicans in passing the landmark 
legislation, sending it to Biden’s desk for 
his consideration.

Although Biden has not commented 
certainly on whether he would approve 
the legislation, he has stated in the past 
he wants to work on issues that take bold 
action and bring both Democrats and 
Republicans together. 

He gave a near-endorsement of the 
bill while speaking to a reporter in the 

Rose Garden after he accidentally locked 
himself out of the Oval Office and was 
waiting for an attendant to unlock the 
door saying, “Listen, Jack, back when I 
was in the Senate we had a romanticized 
view of how things worked, okay? 
You’ve got to realize that nothing makes 
Congress come together as a stronger 
force than when specific Americans can 
be made to needlessly suffer, and this 
legislation seems to be doing just that. 
Now, just answer me this, are you the 

locksmith?” 
In any case, both chambers passed 

the THANKS Matt Act with veto-proof 
majorities, and it’s all but certain to be 
enacted. The transfer of debt to Torres 
will take place on July 4th with a small 
ceremony on the National Mall, wherein 
a 5G tower will be felled on top of him. 
Along with the in-person celebrations, 
the event will be live-streamed on 
YouTube over the White House official 
YouTube channel. 

Graphic by Cole Broussard

US proposes transfering the entire national 
debt to one person then murdering him

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Evan Hale
COLUMNIST

SATIRE — The University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette should supply students with 
pirogues when it rains to deal with the 
flooding on campus. 

If you have been on campus during a 
thunderstorm, you know exactly how bad 
the flooding is. Typically, students just walk 
through the water puddles that are left from 
the rain, which is completely unjustified and 
needs to be fixed.

I propose that the university should give 
us pirogues, because I would rather not get 
my socks wet. Wet socks are the worst thing 
to happen. It makes your feet feel gross 
inside your shoes. Have you ever taken 
your shoes off after having wet socks? It’s 
disgusting and makes the whole room smell 
like feet. 

If we had access to these pirogues, then 
we would avoid this problem completely. 
No trolling motors though — paddle power 
only. You could accidentally clip a student 
who is nearby, and I don’t need to explain 
the can of worms that would open.  

In addition, after every third storm, all 
classes would be canceled and we would 
have pirogue races. Only students may 
enter. The winner of the race would be 
determined by rowing their pirogue down 
Rex Street the fastest. A total of 64 students 
are allowed to compete in these races, so 
sign up fast.

Students not competing in the races could  
fill out a March Madness-type bracket. The 
most accurate bracket would receive a store 
credit for one free book. However, that 
credit expires after two semesters, so use it 
quickly and wisely.

The winner of these races would be 
rewarded with an A in the class of their 
choosing. The runner-up would receive a B 
in the class of their choosing. 

No buses would be allowed on the 
roads either for safety reasons, either. 
Wet roads are a hazard, especially on the 
flooded streets of the university. I have a 
solution to this problem. Instead of buses, 
the University should get gondolas with a 
person on the back serenading us on the 
way to class as if you were in Venice riding 
in the canals.

While on the gondola, you would get 
complimentary water to stay hydrated, 
because hydration is important. However, 
on Fridays, you get an option of a mimosa 
or a soda.

The only problem with the gondolas 
is limited seating so get there early if you 
want a spot. It is more tedious and time-
consuming but it is safer than driving on 
wet roads. But if you are feeling really 
adventurous then you could wear a pair of 
waders.

Waders are essentially rubber overalls 

that have rubber boots attached to them. 
How can you not have fun wearing a pair of 
those? You can run, jump and splash around 
all you want and remain completely dry.

For all of this to run smoothly though we 
all have to follow one rule and that is bring 
your own umbrella or B.Y.O.U. This way you 
remain completely dry and ready for class. 

The university would already be spending 
money on gondolas and pirogues the least 
we could do is bring our own umbrellas, in 
my opinion.

Amelia Jennings
NEWS EDITOR

SATIRE — French should be the one 
and only language here at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette, and because of 
this, the university is failing its students. 

Speaking English in Louisiana is like 
speaking Portuguese in China. It is just 
absurd. There is such a dense Cajun 
population here that English is just 
secondary, and teaching a non-dominant 
language is one of the worst things 
you can do. Allowing minor cultures a 
voice, specifically one with such a bland 
and tasteless history is ridiculous. Just 
imagine if English were taught all over 
the world. Ha! It would cause so many 
beautiful languages to be wiped out by 
one of the few that has something as 
ridiculous as a spelling bee. 

Speaking of grammar and spelling, 
French makes so much more sense. In 
most cases, the adjective comes after 
the noun, allowing you to know what’s 
being spoken about before you get to 
descriptors. For instance, in English, you 
can have a smoldering, green, angelic, 
majestic door, but in French, you would 
say door green, angelic, smoldering, 
majestic. Unless the word is something 

like beautiful — but who cares what noun 
comes after beautiful? You already know 
it’s going to be amazing. Spelling, as I 
mentioned, is also easier. In English, you 
have to guess the pronunciation. When 
I say the word “contract,” do I mean 
the noun “CONtract” or the verb “to 
conTRACT”? In French, there are accents 
to help guide you. Like, “mangé” which 
is the past participle form of “to eat” 
and is pronounced, “mon-j” with a clear 
emphasis on the “j” part with the accent. 

Cajun French also has awesome 
expressions we just cannot articulate 
using English. For example, “Tête de 
cabri” has the direct translation of 
“to have the head of a goat,” meaning 
someone who is very stubborn. There is 
also “pain perdu,” which means lost bread 
in English, but is actually French Toast. 
And then we have my absolute favorite, 
“Tooloolou,” which is a fiddler crab. I 
found all of these on a website titled 
“Crash Course in Cajun French,” written 
by Ramona Long, who has a Cajun 
French mother. 

The university is making life so much 
harder for students by making them 
speak English. They have already pretty 
much accepted that American food is 
garbage, given how much of it is already 

labeled “Cajun.” So all they need to do is 
understand how bland the culture is as 
well. 

For English speakers, there is no “cajun 
zydeco” dance or wonderfully rich music 
like “Allons à Lafayette,” which is an 
absolute bop from 1928  by Joe & Cléoma 
Falcon or “La Danse De Mardi Gras” 
by Steve Riley & The Mamou Playboys. 
What do English speakers have? “Toxic” 
by Brittney Spears? Pah! We need better 
music than that. 

Heck, even the president of the 
university is French, clearly given how his 

name is “Savoie.” A lot of the buildings 
and roads have French names too, like 
“Mouton” or “Rue Louis XIV.” Someone 
in Lafayette clearly agrees that we need 
some sort of language change. 

The only downside I could see with 
changing to French is that everything 
is gendered, but it would probably help 
more people practice proper pronouns. 
And with that, there is no downside. 

Donc, Laissez les bon temps rouler, et 
let’s change the language back!

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

SATIRE — If you’ve never had the 
pleasure of listening to one of the greatest 
musicians of the century, let me introduce 
you to Weird Al Yankovic. The star artist has 
countless hit songs, several Grammys, gold 
and platinum records and has often been 
described as the Mozart of our generation. 
He has sold over 12 million albums since his 
music career kicked off. Take that Beatles. 

Yeah, Weird Al can do it all. He composes 
and writes all his songs himself, he can DJ, 
he can sing, he can rap, he can dance, he 
can produce and he can even play multiple 
instruments. And with all that talent and 
the way he changes his hair every week, he’s 
basically a whole K-pop group by himself. If 
this music thing didn’t work out he’d still be 
set for life with all of his talents. 

Let’s look at his hit track “Tacky.” Here are 
some of the beginning lyrics: “Wear my belt 
with suspenders and sandals with my socks 
(Because I’m Tacky), Got some new glitter 
Uggs and lovely pink sequinned Crocs 
(Because I’m Tacky).” Now if that doesn’t 
scream genius, then I don’t know what does. 
With this song, Weird Al made tacky cool. 

Weird Al had his first top ten Billboard 
album and single in 2006. The album titled 
“Straight Outta Lynwood” featured the 
single “White & Nerdy.” It is still a timeless 
hit to this day, often played at events like 
weddings, birthday parties and even at the 
White House. 

For many, “White & Nerdy” was the 
song that put Weird Al on their radar. It 

featured hit comedians Key and Peele trying 
to escape Weird Al’s character in the music 
video. To this day, it has been watched over 
140 million times. 

People come from far away just to see 
Weird Al perform. I remember being at 
his concert in 2012, the New York show 
had audience members from Scotland, 
Singapore and even Saturn. People couldn’t 
believe this one guy could attract so many 
fans, but I always believed in his star power. 

A genius in every right, Weird Al even 
has animated videos he designed himself. 
“Trapped In the Drive-Thru” is the most 
impressive and relatable song of this 
generation. I mean fighting over what you 
want to eat for dinner is a rite of passage 
in every household. The lyrics say: “‘I 
don’t know; do you want to get something 
delivered?’ She’s like, ‘Why would I want 
to eat liver? I don’t even like liver!’ I’m like, 
‘No, I said ‘delivered.’ She’s like, ‘I heard you 
say ‘liver!’ I’m like, ‘I should know what 
I said…’ She’s like, ‘Whatever! I just don’t 
want any liver!’” Mozart definitely couldn’t 
have done this. 

He’s been in video games, tv shows, 
movies and is an accomplished author 
and director. MTV even gave him his own 
special “Al TV”, which became one of the 
most viewed reality shows on their channel. 

So if you haven’t checked out Weird 
Al yet, you must be living under a rock. 
Get your phone or laptop and search 
him on YouTube. I promise you won’t be 
disappointed and if you don’t see him as the 
modern-day Mozart like I do, at least you’ll 
let out a good laugh. 
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