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There were six new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
last week, according to the university’s 
COVID-19 dashboard on April 12 at 7:08 
p.m.

According to the dashboard as of 
Monday, the university has confirmed 
that 202 students and 141 faculty and 
staff members contracted the virus and 
502 students have told the university 
they’ve tested positive. This means there 
have been a total of 845 cases among 
students, faculty and staff at UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 
were taken by off-campus health care 

providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

Last week, one faculty or staff member 
tested positive. The university confirmed 
that one student tested positive, and 

seven students reported that they tested 
positive, according to the COVID-19 
dashboard on Monday. 

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

Lena Foster
NEWS WRITER

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
President Joseph Savoie announced 
campus could be returning to some form 
of normalcy in the fall.

“Students returning to in-person classes 
in the Fall is certainly the plan,” Savoie 
wrote in an email. “If current positive 
trends in addressing COVID-19 continue, 
there is every reason to believe that in-
person classes will return as the dominant 
means of course delivery for the Fall 
semester.”

On March 11, Savoie wrote in an 
email to students in regards to plans for 
next semester. The email included the 
university’s previous experience with 
COVID-19, upcoming arrangements and 
information regarding vaccinations. 

According to Savoie, due to the 
COVID-19 vaccination’s increased 
availability, policies and protocols are 
changing. However, the university will 
continue to monitor state and federal 
guidelines along with scientific evidence. 

“I’m not sure that one can easily define a 
‘normal campus life.’ But the reality is that 
there are multiple ‘normals’ depending on 
individual circumstances,” Savoie wrote 
in an email. “It may be best to think about 
it in terms of whatever was normal for 
you pre-pandemic will hopefully be your 
normal in the fall.”

Students and faculty expressed their 
hopes for a more open campus.

Mya Calice, a junior, wanted to get a 
chance to interact with new people and 
organizations next semester. 

“Being that this is my first year here 
at UL I’m really just looking forward 
to meeting new people and becoming 
involved on campus,” Calice said.

According to Associate Dean of 
Students and Director of Student 
Engagement and Leadership Heidie 
Lindsey she’s motivated for the fall and the 
events that are lined up are planned for a 
more “back to normal” setting. However, 
she is uncertain about masking and social 
distancing regulations. 

“Just about anything is going to be way 
better than what we’ve experienced during 
the pandemic,” Lindsey said. 

During the transition to online 
learning, some administration and faculty 
had trouble adapting to the new protective 
lifestyle and forming those genuine 
connections with students. 

The lack of in-person interaction made 

news of campus getting closer to normal 
great news for some faculty. 

“I miss looking into their eyes and 
communicating with them one on one,” 
James Foret, a UL Lafayette instructor 
in the school of geosciences, said. “My 
hope is that we will be back in the 
classroom this fall because my students 
are not getting that interaction with me 
that makes this college experience so 
important in their lives.”

According to Lindsey, their department 
was in charge of getting students engaged 
and interactive with the university 
through social events and activities. Due 
to the pandemic, the staff regrouped and 
worked around these conditions. Student 
participation and school funding were 
limited. 

“I had to take every single event, activity 
and program that we offer in the year, 
and I had to make a new plan for that,” 
Lindsey said. “I had to make a plan A, 
plan B and plan C.” 

Despite the need and excitement for in-
person meetings, some are still concerned 
about the possible negative effects of this 
next level.

“I feel like it’s too soon,” Breanna Bryd, a 
sophomore, said. “I am excited to get back 
into the swing of actually going to class 
instead of online class, but I’m nervous 
that cases are going to go back up.”

According to Lindsey, when campus 
opens up again, we might see an increase 
in risk management issues among 
students involving unauthorized activities 
that violate the student code of conduct. 

“Back to normal doesn’t mean back to 
normal and then some,” Lindsey said. 

Still, some looked on the brighter side 
of this situation for students and staff and 
believed in a better situation for the fall.

“I’m trusting that they will make the 
school environment safe for students, 
to attempt to keep them as sound as 
possible,” Calice said. 

Lindsey believed that this COVID-19 
experience gave student organizations a 
chance to revamp and improve for this 
upcoming semester. Many of the students 
that are sophomores and below are 
receptive to changes since they weren’t 
able to have a full experience with in-
person organizations. Student engagement 
and involvement may also increase. 

“Organizations have a rare opportunity 
to come back better and stronger,” Lindsey 
said.

Although some departments might be 
short-staffed, according to Lindsey, the 
administration planned to have other 
traditional events that might have been 
canceled in the fall. 

Students should expect events like 
Homecoming, NPHC Step Show, 
tailgating and traditional activities at the 
first home game. 

According to Lindsey, Welcome Week 
next semester should have many events, 
giveaways and free food for all students. 
The University Program Council planned 
to have more events than any other year 
to make up for the loss of previous events. 
Traditional events such as Get On Board 
Day and Rec Fest should be happening as 
well. 

“I applaud our students, faculty and 
staff for being resilient and nimble. 
Many students adjusted well but some 
had difficulty. We tried to be empathetic 
and accommodating, but sometimes 
we fell short,” Savoie wrote in an email. 
“Throughout the process, we learned, 
made adjustments and tried to improve.”

David Reed
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Reigning as Miss University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette (Miss UL) is 
normally an overwhelmingly positive 
experience, but thanks to COVID-19, 
Troie Acker’s experience was somewhat 
bittersweet.

Typically, Miss UL spends much of 
her reign hosting various events across 
campus, but COVID-19 restrictions led 
to many of these events being severely 
compromised or cancelled altogether. 
And many events that the university 
was still able to hold in-person had 
restrictions that made Acker unable to 
participate.

Lagniappe Day 2020, the 
Homecoming Parade and new 
student orientation were all canceled 
entirely, and many others, such as 
the Homecoming Presentation, were 
adjusted in ways that made Acker’s 
participation impossible due to social 
distancing requirements or because the 
events were moved online entirely.

For example, Miss UL typically throws 
the opening pitch at the first baseball 
game of her reign, but COVID-19 
restrictions prevented individuals who 
weren’t absolutely necessary for the 
game on the field. This meant that even 
while the event was held in-person at the 
anticipated locations, Acker was unable 
to participate.

However, she wasn’t totally sidelined 
for her reign as Miss UL, as she was able 
to participate in some events such as 
Yell Like Hell and Ragin’ Roar where she 
acted as emcee for a large portion of the 
event.

She also was able to be an active 
participant in the 2021 Miss UL 
Lafayette Pageant. She was a dancer 
in the opening number, and enjoyed 
socializing with the contestants.

“I was also able to bond with the 
contestants and prepare them which 
I really loved that and I really enjoyed 
doing that. I was able to meet the judges, 
have lunch and dinner with the judges 
and just really be involved in the current 
pageant,” she said.

Acker sought the title in 2019 as well, 
where she placed fourth runner up. 
Despite not being able to participate in 
nearly as many events as she typically 
would, Acker was just happy that she 
won the title after seeking the crown for 
so long.

“So, because I had worked for the title 
for two years, I was just genuinely happy 
that I got the title after two years of hard 
work,” she said. “So it really didn’t hurt 
that bad.”

Acker said her favorite part of her 
reign as Miss UL was the homecoming 
events, despite not being able to 
participate as much as she would 
have liked. She also found the new, 
COVID-19 structure of the pep rally 
was really enjoyable and hopes it will 
continue after the COVID-19 pandemic 
ends.

“They had their first ever walk-by pep 
rally, Ragin’ Roar, and that was really 
cool. I think because of COVID a lot 
of things were changed and they were 
changed for the better,” she said. “You 
were able to walk by, grab a popsicle, 
some popcorn, get your poster signed by 
some athletes. It was really fun.”

Overall, Acker said she was honored 
to be Miss UL and was extremely 
thankful for the opportunity.

“So yeah, I can complain and be 
sad and mad, and (say), ‘Oh, COVID 
COVID COVID.’ But at the end of the 
day, I didn’t cause the pandemic, I was 
still able to be Miss UL Lafayette 2020, 
and I will forever hold that title.”
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The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette is offering COVID-19 
vaccinations on campus to students and 
faculty throughout the semester.

The Louisiana Department of Health 
will be administering the Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine at the Atchafalaya 
Ballroom in UL Lafayette’s Student 
Union from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on April 20. 
Those receiving the vaccination must 
make an appointment.

For the past month, the university 
has sent emails to faculty and students 
announcing dates and times as to 
when they can receive the vaccine on 
campus, along with links to schedule 
appointments.

Nicole Ahsinger, a senior and 
journalism major at UL Lafayette, 
received her first vaccine on campus on 
March 30. 

“I received an email from UL saying 
that they are giving 200 shots to 
students who answer the survey first,” 
she said. “I happened to look at the 
email the second they sent it and turned 
in the survey quickly, so I was one of the 
200 students.”

 

The email sent on March 25 explained 
the university’s “first-come, first-serve” 
method of administering the vaccine. 
Ahsinger received the Moderna vaccine 
and will receive her second dose on 
April 27. 

The university delivered the vaccine 
on April 7 and April 12 and will 
continue on April 20. The university 
is now distributing the Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine rather than 
the Moderna vaccine. The Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine, along with the 
Moderna vaccine, has received the 
Emergency Use Authorization for the 
use of individuals 18 years or older.

During her appointment, Ahsinger 
was required to sign papers regarding 
her possible health conditions, previous 
COVID contractions and if she had felt 
sick.

According to Ahsinger, UL Lafayette 
nursing students and Louisiana 
Department of Health employees aided 
her during her vaccination. 

Along with appointment links and 
information as to when and where 
the university will distribute the 
vaccines, the emails include additional 
locations to receive the doses, the latest 
information regarding the vaccines and 
what to expect after you receive them.
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
has decided to not offer emergency 
grades for the Spring 2021 semester. They 
addressed this in an email on March 23. 

“Emergency grades will not be offered 
for the Spring 2021 semester,” the email 
from the university reads. 

Emergency grades were offered from 
the Spring 2020 semester to the fall of 
that same year as a result of switching to 
online or remote instruction because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

They allowed students to replace grades 
of an “A,” “B” or “C” with a “P” for pass or 
a grade of “D” or “F” with “ED” or “EF” 
respectively. 

Some students believe that the 
emergency grades should still be in effect 
because the majority of classes are still 
online. 

“I think that they should have kept it 
for this semester because classes are so 
mainly virtual. I mean, people don’t do 
well online,” Tessa Paul, a kinesiology 
major said. She also added that they are 
particularly helpful for students who 
are still adjusting to the online course 
system.

She and another student, Aaliyah 
Allen, a nursing major, said that they 
have roughly the same number of classes 

online as last semester and that the online 
classes are the majority. Allen also said, 
because of online classes, professors are 
not as reachable by students, and do not 
always respond to emails. 

“It’s kind of really hard, and then you 
reach out to these teachers; they can’t 
respond,” Allen said. “They’re not as 
progressive with responding back to 
emails.”

She believes that emergency grades 
should be in effect because of the above 
reasons, and also because there is not as 
much clarity with the subject material as 
there is in person. The UL Lafayette staff 
has not commented on this situation. 

An email sent to students suggested 
that if students were having issues in 
a course, that they could talk to their 
professors about it. On the university side 
of things, the last day to drop a course 
with a grade of “W” has also changed 
from the last spring semester, and instead 
of it being May 1, the last day of classes, it 
is now April 23. 

The university is still administering 
COVID-19 tests, and outside of the 
vaccines, it is believed that not much has 
changed since last semester. 

“So, we’re close – but we’re not home 
yet. Reaching our destination requires 
that we remain as vigilant, cooperative 
and considerate as we have been,” 
President Savoie wrote in an email to the 
university on March 11.

Police Reports
Compiled by Morri Sampey

April 9
l  At approximately 2:12 a.m., officers were called to Bourgeois Park in reference 
to someone hearing gunshots. A silver 2007 Ford Mustang was involved.
l  At approximately 7:05 p.m., officers received a complaint of a male urinating 
on the side of the Wisdom Church. The individual was warned not to return to 
campus.

April 7
l  At approximately 3:15 p.m., a ULPD officer was present as the Lafayette 
Parish Sheriff’s Office executed a search warrant at the Heritage Apartments 
involving a black 2007 Infiniti G35.

University now offering 
COVID-19 vaccines
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With their Ragin’ Cajun careers in the 
rearview mirror, former UL Lafayette 
tandem Elijah Mitchell and Trey Ragas 
have their eyes set on achieving their 
lifelong dream of playing in the NFL.

The running back combo participated 
in Louisiana’s Pro Day in late March to 
showcase their talent to a whopping 28 
NFL teams that were in attendance.

For Mitchell, it gave him the 
opportunity to get his name in front of 
NFL scouts and executives again, after 
having the chance to take part in the 
2021 Reese’s Senior Bowl in January. 
The Senior Bowl, an invite-only event, 
gives players the chance to practice 

and play in front of all 32 NFL teams, 
giving under-the-radar athletes the 
opportunity to show their talent to all 
in attendance.

Participating in this year’s UL Pro 
Day, both Mitchell and Ragas put up 
astounding numbers, hoping to boost 
their draft stock significantly.

Elijah Mitchell had a near flawless 
showing, running a 4.32 40-yard dash 
along with an eye-opening 37.5-inch 
vertical jump. Among all running backs 
in this year’s 2021 NFL Draft, Mitchell’s 
numbers are near the top of every 
category.

“You look at the broad, the vertical, 
you look at the 40, the three-cone – 
these are some of the top numbers at 
the running back position in the last 
three, four, or five years,” Head Coach 

Billy Napier said. “Very impressive and 
does not surprise me one bit. I think we 
all know how special Eli Mitchell is. He 
has a bright future.”

For Ragas, he needed a strong 
showing in his Pro Day in order to put 
NFL scouts on notice. He capped off 
a stout day with a tremendous 23 reps 
in the bench press, ranking among 
the best of the running backs in that 
category.

Ragas will continue his training and 
conditioning for the NFL draft going 
into April. “Just getting in football 
shape,” Ragas said. “No more 40s, no 
more shuttles, no more verticals. It’s 
straight football and just getting back 
in conditioning for camp. I’d like to 
get drafted. That’s for sure. Whatever 
opportunity I do get, I’m going to take 

advantage of it.”
The one-two punch of Ragas and 

Mitchell put NFL scouts on notice over 
the course of the last few seasons, but 
the special 2020-21 season was the icing 
on the cake for NFL teams, showing 
these two are not just excellent players 
but are flat out winners.

Mitchell’s stats rank among the best 
of them for Ragin Cajun running backs, 
boasting an incredible 3,267 yards and 
41 touchdowns on 527 carry for his UL 
Lafayette career.

With the NFL Draft just weeks away, 
Cajun fans have high hopes for both 
Mitchell and Ragas as the two hope to 
hear their names called and fulfill their 
dream of playing in the NFL.

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

OPINION  —  The Ragin’ Cajuns golf 
team may have started off their season 
mediocrely, but as time went on, they 
showed how great they can be. 

The first few games of the season saw 
Louisiana place 12th and 13th. This was 
out of character for the team because, 
during the fall season, the worst they 
placed was 10th. After those two games, 
the Cajuns had almost a month to 
prepare for the next one.

In the March 15 and 16 Louisiana 
Classics, Louisiana placed second. Two 
individual Louisiana golfers placed in 
the top 10. This winning attitude would 
carry over to the next set of games. 

As part of the Craft Farms 
Intercollegiate, Louisiana placed first, 
second and third during the series that 
ran from March 28-30. And in their 
most recent games during the first week 
of April, the Ragin’ Cajuns finished 
fourth and third.

“Three top-20 individual 
performances and the lowest 54-hole 
score of the season help Louisiana 
to a third-place finish at Bayou City 
Collegiate Classic,” read the Facebook 
post. 

It’s evident that how the Cajuns were 
playing in February and even how they 
were playing in the fall season was not 
at their full potential. With these recent 
spring games, the team showed they can 
be top performers. 

Golf is like any other sport: practice 
makes perfect. You can tell the team has 
been practicing hard. 

But golf is also about strategy. Every 
player has their own strategy that works 
best for them in order to score the 
lowest points possible. By practicing, 
players find out which strategies work 
best for them and which don’t. That’s 

what makes the best golfers. 
But, it’s also about not letting a bad 

stroke put you down. It’s one of many 
holes and if you’re worried about how 
you did on a previous hole, you may not 
move past it. That would result in bad 
play.

I’ve never played golf myself, but 
I’ve played mini-golf, and I know that 
a bad attitude can ruin the next few 
holes I have. You have to have a strong 

mentality when playing and know that 
not every hole will be your best. 

The golf team is also a much smaller 
close-knit team than other sports. The 
entire roster is only nine players. Having 
this small of a roster is good for golf. 
The players can interact with each other 
more and teach each other strategies 
and tips that work for them. If one 
teammate’s strategy doesn’t work for 
you, it’s easy to find one who does. 

The coaching staff also does a good 
job of choosing the starting lineups for 
each game. They know who can deliver 
best in certain situations. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns only have two more 
games before the Sun Belt Conference 
Championships. With the way they’ve 
been playing, I believe they can go far 
in the championship tournament and 
continue to thrive beyond it. 

Golf team improving as season progresses

Sports
Dynamic duo of Mitchell, Ragas 
shows out at UL Pro Day in March

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Elijah Mitchell (15) scores a touchdown as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Texas Southern Tigers on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com
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OPINION — This year WWE’s 
WrestleMania event was one for the 
history books. It was the first live event 
with fans in over a year, and I was 
fortunate enough to be in attendance. 
Experiencing the whole night made 
me realize how much I’ve missed live 
events, especially WWE events because 
there is nothing like wrestling fans. 

The night kicked off with a huge 
welcome from the WWE superstars 
and chairman. They thanked the crowd 
for being here and welcomed us to 
WrestleMania. 

Unfortunately, Tampa was 
experiencing some crazy weather, and 
right after that announcement, we had 
to seek shelter. We stayed in place for 
45 minutes before returning to our 
seats. Then finally the night could kick 
off. 

Drew McIntyre and Bobby Lashley 
opened up the night to a huge pop. 
This brute force match was awesome 
and the energy throughout it was just 
as awesome. In the end, Bobby Lashley 
was victorious. 

The next matchup was tag team 
turmoil. Two tag teams started off 
the match and had to eliminate one 
another to move on to the next tag 
team. The veteran squad of Natalya and 
Tamina took the win. 

Seth Rollins and Cesaro put on a hell 
of a matchup next. This was one of the 
matches I anticipated the most. They 
had a good storyline buildup prior to 
WrestleMania and it featured two of 
the best wrestlers in the company. I 
was cheering for Rollins even though 
he was the heel character, but when 
Cesaro won I was just as satisfied. He 
finally got his WrestleMania moment 

and he worked the ring and crowd well 
with Rollins. 

AJ Styles and Omos defeated the 
New Day for the Raw Tag Team 
Championship in the following match. 
This was Omos’ debut match and he 
was quite impressive. At one point in 
the match, he covered his opponent’s 
whole face with his hand… yeah, it’s 
that huge. 

Next up was a steel cage match 
between Shane McMahon and Braun 
Strowman. I predicted Strowman 
would beat the crap out of McMahon, 
but wasn’t ready for the beating 
Strowman would take beforehand. He 
was attacked with chairs before even 
entering the steel cage, but in the end, 
he was able to get the victory. 

Bad Bunny made his debut match 
appearance teaming with Damian 
Priest to take on the Miz and John 
Morrison. I was really impressed with 
Bad Bunny’s wrestling who picked up 
the win for his team. Plus his intro was 
amazing. 

Night one of WrestleMania ended 
with the match of the night. This 
history-making main event was the 
first time two Black women had a 
main event at WrestleMania. And it 
just happened to feature my favorite 
superstar Sasha Banks. Although Banks 
lost, she put on a great match with 
Belair, selling and delivering moves 
equally well. Belair did amazing work 
also, showing that she is the strongest, 
fastest and toughest and she got the 
pop she deserved from fans after 

winning the championship. 
Night two of WrestleMania was 

equally as electric. Almost all the 
matches were phenomenal and once 
again, the main event of the night 
stole the show. Roman Reigns defeated 
Edge and Daniel Bryan in a nail-biting 
triple threat match for the universal 
championship. Though I was hoping 
Bryan would win, this was a great 
match regardless.

WWE had a successful return to 
live fan events with this two-night 
WrestleMania spectacular. History was 
made, championship titles were lost 
and the memories will last forever. I’m 
already planning my trip to Dallas for 
next year’s WrestleMania.

Caleb Williams
SPORTS WRITER

OPINION — Cajuns will repeat in 
last year’s steps as they beat another Big 
12 team in their first week, becoming 
ranked yet again

The Cajuns kick off the highly 
anticipated season against the Texas 
Longhorns at Darrell K. Royal Stadium 
in Texas on Sept. 4.

The two teams have only played twice 
in history, where they lost both times. 
Despite that, this year could be different. 
The underdog Cajuns proved that they 
are a team not to be glossed over when 
they defeated Iowa State, becoming 
ranked for the first time in program 
history, and maintaining their early 
ranking throughout the season.

The team even moved up throughout 
the season, going from no. 25 to no. 15. 
With this being said, the Longhorns 
also finished ranked at no. 19 (A spot 
previously held by the Cajuns) as well as 
fourth in the Big 12 Conference.

When discussing what the Cajuns 
need to do to stop the Longhorns, 
looking at the defense is key. The 

Longhorns have some key offensive 
players that make their offense special 
as well as some factors that could 
hurt them. For starters, their running 
back, Bijan Robinson, looks to be a 
key weapon all season. The freshman 
running back had 703 yards and four 
touchdowns last season, establishing 
early talk of Heisman opportunities.

Their offense is also receiving a new 
starting quarterback, Casey Thompson. 
While Thompson looks to be the future 
Quarterback for Texas, he only threw for 
55 yards last season for two touchdowns. 
The third-year player has only played in 
a total of seven games.

The Texas offense also looks to be 
amped up with receiving Steve Sarkisian 
as their new head coach. Sarkisian was 
previously the offensive coordinator 
at the University of Alabama where 
Running Back Najee Harris finished 
fifth in Heisman voting. One can expect 
Bijan Robinson to show out all season, 
especially in his first game under Steve 
Sarkisian.

The Cajuns proved efficient offensively 
last season and could perform great 
again with veterans returning. With 

quarterback Levi Lewis returning for 
another season and completing an 
average of 208.55 yards per game, and 
Wide Receivers such as Peter Leblanc 
(334 receiving yards and 14.52 yards per 
carry) and Kyren Lacy (364 receiving 
yards and 13 yards per carry) the team 
looks good on passing. For rushing, the 
dynamic duo of Trey Ragas and Elijah 
Mitchell leave big shoes to fill.

  As for their defense, all starters who 
played in the First Responder Bowl last 
season will make returns. Cajuns also 
brought in new team players such as the 
sophomore transfer safety from Kansas 
State, Tyrone Lewis Jr. Lewis has only 
played two games in his college career, 
but has made three sacks. 

Over the past couple of years, the 
Longhorns have proven to be mediocre 
at best when it comes to defense. 
The team received a new defensive 
coordinator to fix their errors, so Cajuns 
can expect open opportunities to pass 
downfield.

Like the Longhorns, Cajuns are 
experiencing turnover in the coaching 
staff as they parted ways with their 
offensive coordinator and received new 

offensive line assistant coaches and 
inside linebacker coaches.

When looking at Texas’ last season, 
they did not start off well. They won 
their first game by a landslide but barely 
won their second against Texas Tech in 
overtime. Texas Tech had lost six of their 
games last season. In addition to this 
loss, they lost to TCU who went 6-4 in 
their season.

There’s no doubt that the first game of 
the 2021 season will be a tough one, but 
winning is a big possibility. Both teams 
have good offenses with varying factors 
such as new plays and returning ones. 

For the Cajuns, veteran quarterback 
Lewis returns with good receivers, 
but their running back position is 
still looking for a star now that Elijah 
Mitchell and Trey Ragas are gone. For 
the Longhorns, they have a new starting 
quarterback, Thompson, but have young 
running back prospect Bjian Robinson 
and coach Sarkisian as their new head 
coach. 

Defensively, it is hard to say who is 
better because of the varying conference 
opponents, but historically, defense is not 
the Longhorn’s strongest attribute.

Live WrestleManina comes back with a 
bang after COVID-19 restrictions in 2020

Ragin’ Cajuns football are likely to 
repeat their success from last season

Photos by James Mays / The Vermilion

Junior Jarrod Jackson makes a one-handed catch in the endzone to score for his team as the Ragin’ Cajuns play their Homecoming game against the New Mexico State Aggies at 
Cajun Field on October 13, 2018.

Photo by Madelyn Myer / The Vermilion

WrestleMania fans gathering at the Raymond James Stadium.
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Allons

Christian Janes
ALLONS EDITOR

OPINION — I have lived in southern 
Louisiana for all of my life. I was born 
in Opelousas, lived in Denham Springs, 
Lafayette, Arnaudville and, finally, 
Lafayette again; the second time after I 
moved out of my parents’ house. To say 
our culture is rich and unique would be 
an understatement. We have holidays 
unique to us, food unlike that anywhere 
else and weather that would make a 
meteorologist pull their hair out trying to 
forecast it (my personal theory as to why 
Rob Perillo sports such a shiny dome.) So 
I thought I’d share my personal thoughts 
about the place I call home: Lafayette. 

I have lived in several neighborhoods 
around Lafayette. From the kitschy, 
boutique-lined apartments of River 
Ranch to the relateable, friendly and laid 
back neighborhoods of downtown, I’ve 
seen extremes of the city, which has made 
me appreciate all the more the place I’ve 
chosen to live in. 

Currently, I reside in Freetown, a 
historical district in downtown Lafayette 
that is about a fifteen-minute walk from 
campus and, really, a fifteen-minute walk 
from anywhere I want to go. 

Nearby local restaurants like Scratch 
Kitchen, Spoonbill Wateringhole and 
Pamplona Tapas Bar all give a variety of 
choices and pricing. I don’t wear hats, 
but I know if I wanted to start, Colby 
Hebert The Cajun Hatter would have me 
covered. If I needed a prescription filled 
or had a hankering for a bag of Skittles, 
Teche Drugs have what I need. And, 
hey, I’ve always wanted to learn a string 
instrument, so it’s a great thing SOLA 
Violins might just be the people to see 
about that. 

My point is, within walking distance 
of my house, I have at my disposal many 
different local businesses offering not 
only food and entertainment, but also 

places that serve to enhance the culture of 
the community they are in. The Science 
Museum, Children’s Museum, Festival 
International de Louisiane headquarters 
and the Acadiana Center for the Arts, 
all located downtown, serve as anchor 
points for the cultural center of Lafayette, 
and perhaps a large portion of Acadiana. 

Unfortunately for me, though, I do 
not have the pleasure to both live and 
work downtown. Instead, I work in 
River Ranch. River Ranch has many 
of the features that downtown has to 
offer. There is plenty of walking space, 
restaurants and clothing stores, but the 
cultural energy is totally different, and by 
different I mean absent. In River Ranch, 
everything feels like a facade. The people, 
the small talk, the shops, the decor — all 

of it trying to pretend to be something 
it’s not. Each boutique lining Rue 
Promenade is nearly indistinguishable 
from the one next to it. The people 
have a faux, superficial desire to engage 
in worthy discussion. All of them 
commercialize a cultural identity they do 
not add to. Each T-shirt sold with buzz 
words like “mais bruh” or “cajun mama” 
or even “laissez les bon temps” exploit 
for financial gain the rich history of their 
area. 

Now, making a buck off of something 
you are familiar with is not new or 
necessarily bad. And my point is not 
that River Ranch is bad because they 
sell things that relate to culture either; 
downtown does that. My point is that 
River Ranch adds nothing to our culture, 

yet will market everything they can 
as “cajun.” River Ranch has no sites of 
historical significance or a history that 
one can turn to and be proud of. If River 
Ranch as any culture in it, it’s materialism 
and extravagance. 

I love the city I am in and think our 
culture is what stimulates that love. I 
know I am not the only one who feels 
this. I can always feel a collective sense 
of pride and love for our city. Even River 
Ranch feels it, even if the exploitation 
that comes after that appreciation is 
misguided. 

Of course, all of this is just my opinion, 
and I am sure that someone somewhere 
can find some kind of value River Ranch 
has in our culture, but insofar as I have 
soul searched, there is none. 

Downtown Lafayette’s unique culture 
needs to be enriched, not exploited

Evan Hale
COLUMNIST

OPINION — There are only three 
snacks that are perfect for a late-night 
study session: Pizza Rolls, Hot Cheetos 
and Jolly Ranchers. 

We have all stayed up and studied 
trying to get a good grade. We have 
all also gotten those late-night tummy 
growls while studying. Personally, 
I know that if I am hungry while 
studying, I won’t focus on my notes as 
much as I should. So, if I am in for a 
long night of studying, I get my snacks 
ready to go. 

These snacks are the perfect 
combination of savory, spicy and sweet 
and are my personal favorite flavors. 
Plus they are foods that make you 

happy. When have you seen a mad 
person eating any of those items? It’s 
impossible to be mad and eat a pizza 
roll.

Pizza rolls are the perfect snack while 
studying. Every time I get a question 
right while studying, I get a pizza roll. 
It turns into a little game for myself, 
and I turn the dread of studying into 
something fun. I nearly turned studying 
into “Jeopardy!” but with snacks. “Yes 
I’ll take the next flashcard for one pizza 
roll, please, Alex.” Then, while I am 
taking the test, I recall the question and 
remember which answer scored me a 
delicious reward. 

Jolly Ranchers, in my opinion, work 
better than gum as a memory aid. 
While gum can help you recall things 
that you have studied, according to 
News Scientist, it can also give you 

temporomandibular joint dysfunction, 
which is inflammation of that joint 
located in the jaw, according to Health 
Beat. 

That inflamed joint is painful as heck 
too. I speak from experience. I switched 
to Jolly Ranchers and it helps me recall 
the information the same as gum used 
to. 

You can also get more Jolly Ranchers 
for less money and the flavor will last 
longer. If you like the blue raspberry 
flavor Jolly Rancher like I do, then you 
get a cool blue tongue to show off to 
your friends. A cool blue tongue and an 
A on that test you studied hard for what 
could be better than that?

Then, once I turn in the test there is 
still one snack left in the list of three 
and that is my celebration snack. The 
test is done, I bust open that bag of hot 

Cheetos. 
I saved this snack for a very good 

reason. I don’t like my notes getting that 
red dust that is on the Cheetos all over 
my notes and flashcards. Plus I can lick 
the dust off my fingers and not have 
to worry about wet fingers touching 
my notes. I can put my feet up, eat my 
Cheetos, watch a movie and then take a 
well-earned nap. 

These snacks might not work for 
everyone like they work for me. 
Using them has helped tremendously. 
My grades are still great and my 
temporomandibular joint dysfunction 
is even better. 

Hopefully, this helps some late-night 
studiers to keep their bellies full of good 
food and their brain full of knowledge. 

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Junk food frenzy: The three best study 
snacks for sad, tired college students

Photo via Christopher LeBlanc / The Vermilion
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Amelia Jennings
NEWS EDITOR

OPINION — As an incoming 
freshman, you are bombarded with 
opportunities. Get On Board Day is the 
most obvious example of this. It is easy to 
say yes to so many clubs that you quickly 
get overwhelmed with obligations. 

I tried to join Ragin Rescue, the Law 
Society, UL Democrats, GLASS and the 
Vermilion. I only stuck with the last 
one, and, unfortunately, I flaked on the 
others. I wish I had only agreed to one or 
two clubs, and that way, maybe I could 
have stuck with something outside of the 
newspaper. 

Trust me, it will not hurt their feelings 
if you say no thanks. It’s okay to take a 
pamphlet, but I don’t suggest signing up 
to clubs right away. Take a day or two to 
think about it.

Classes can be the same way. When 
I first started, and even now, so many 
classes looked interesting, it was difficult 
to choose what I wanted to take, so I took 
classes that I didn’t need. 

In this instance, I would suggest 
making a plan. Advisors are great, and 
mine have really helped me, but they 
don’t always know what you need, 
specifically. This is especially true when 
you’re an incoming freshman. 

So, get out a notebook, and do your 
research on what you’ll need to graduate 
in four years. For me, it helped to have 
a colorful notebook and to always look 
ahead, but even when that wasn’t fun, it 
was helpful in the long run. 

Everyone has to learn how to say no to 
people. This could mean not making too 
many work commitments or picking and 
choosing what parties to go to. There has 
to be some sort of balance, so you don’t 
feel like you’re missing out, while also not 
being overwhelmed. 

In terms of work, it is very important 
to make money and get experience. I 
am juggling three part-time jobs right 
now. Luckily, two of them are on my own 
terms. But this weekend, I had to say 
no. I intentionally missed out on extra 
money because I was working myself 

too hard, and would have gotten into 
serious trouble with how tired I was. So, 
I forced myself to say no, and focus on 
my studying because after working with 
Doordash, I know I am too tired for 
much else. 

In terms of the parties, remember that 
there will always be another one that isn’t 
before the night of your math final, and 
that, if your friends are the ones inviting 
you, they will understand if you can’t 
make it. If not, you need better friends. 

There will always be other 
opportunities, and you have to put 
yourself and your goals first. I won’t be 
with Doordash forever, but I will be using 
my degree. My friends and boyfriend will 
still be there after I finish what I need to, 
so I have to put myself first.

Morri Sampey
MANAGING EDITOR

A good story isn’t defined by how 
it makes its audience feel as they’re 
experiencing it. Instead, it’s defined by 
how it makes the audience feel after the 
fact. A good story keeps its audience 
thinking about it for hours after; it’s over 
with emotions running high. 

Such a good story can be found in 
Before Your Eyes.

Released on April 8 by Skybound 
Games, Before Your Eyes is a game 
that skillfully combines art, music and 
characters to tell a gripping story that 
will make you laugh, cry and return to 
laughing in a matter of minutes. 

The story follows the life and death 
of Benjamin Brynn, a gifted piano 
player who would rather be something 
else. The game opens to Benjamin’s 
soul being fished out of the water by a 
self-proclaimed orator whose goal is 
to get Benjamin accepted into what is 
essentially a happy afterlife. In order 
to do so, Benjamin must relive certain 
parts of his life, and the thesaurus-toting, 
humanoid cat must tell that story to the 
gatekeeper, who will decide whether or 
not Benjamin deserves the afterlife he 
seeks. 

Before Your Eyes utilizes a common 
computer part in a unique way, which is 
partly why it has been so well-received. 
Using a webcam, the game detects when 
the player blinks, and will progress the 
game every time it does. If you don’t have 
a webcam, don’t fret. You can play the 
game without one by using the mouse to 
“blink.” 

In doing so, however, you lose out on 
what could be considered an integral 
part of the game. Throughout the game, 
you jump from memory to memory 
and get to experience Benjamin’s life in 
an intimate way. Whenever the player 
blinks, the game jumps to the next 
memory. 

I found myself straining to keep my 
eyes open for as long as possible in order 
to experience as much as I could of 
each scene. I was so drawn towards the 
characters, and thus into the story itself, 
that I wanted to hear every bit of dialogue 
possible. Every time my eyes would fail 
me and I would blink, throwing myself 
into a new memory, it really hammered 
home the creator’s overall message of the 
game.

“No matter how much you like it, 

you’re not going to be able to stay,” says 
the orator at the beginning of the game.

With the combination of the webcam 
feature and the deep story, “Before Your 
Eyes” manages to simultaneously dry out 
your eyes and make them well up with 
tears.

In addition to this meaningful 
mechanic, the game offers witty dialogue 
that makes the characters feel real despite 
their simple appearances. In one instance, 
a well-known art teacher informs 
Benjamin that the world is always in 
need of greeting card artists after he 
does poorly on a drawing assignment. 
Despite having no real control over how 
the drawing came out, I was personally 
offended on Benjamin’s behalf.

Soon after, Benjamin writes about 
himself, “Color and shape were the 
first languages he learned to speak,” 
showcasing the game’s ability to use both 
funny and insightful dialogue to create a 
well-rounded experience.

The game’s side characters also 

undergo plenty of character development, 
which only adds to the completeness of 
the game and makes you want what’s 
best for all of them, rather than just the 
protagonist.

On the technical side of things, the 
game is extremely well made. Prior to the 
opening cutscene, it takes a moment to 
calibrate to make sure it’s capturing your 
blinks correctly. It asks users whether or 
not they’re wearing glasses, and it allows 
them to press the spacebar to recalibrate 
if needed at any time. 

Even my old webcam, which clocks 
in at a solid 720p resolution on the best 
days, was powerful enough for the game 
to properly register my blinks without 
additional calibrating. 

Before Your Eyes offers the player 
a couple of inconsequential choices 
throughout the game, which the user will 
select by blinking, of course. Although 
they don’t change the overall plot or 
ending of the game, these choices do 
affect the characters themselves, and 

alternate dialogue will occur depending 
on which choices are made.

Aside from the blinking mechanic, 
visual cues are also used to depict the 
passage of time. In once instance, it might 
be impossible to tell that time is passing 
if not for the calendar on the wall and 
Benjamin’s increasing piano skills.

Before Your Eyes is an extremely 
polished game. At the time of writing, 
it boasts 385 reviews on Steam, 98% of 
which are positive. It only took me two 
hours to get through, and it left me both 
wanting more and being completely 
satisfied with the ending. Well-written, 
well-executed and well-received, it acts as 
a strong reminder to enjoy the moments 
you’re experiencing rather than spending 
too much time focusing on the future.

After all, no matter how much you 
want to, you’re not going to be able to 
stay.

Photo illustration by Morri Sampey

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Video game Before Your Eyes tells 
an amazing story in a unique way
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