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A protest in response to Lafayette 
Police killing an African American man 
ended with smoke grenades and flash 
bangs on Saturday, Aug. 22.

Outcry over the death of Trayford 
Pellerin began after a video went viral 
on social media depicting police officers 
firing 11 rounds at Pellerin, who had a 
knife, as he was walking away from police 
and entering the Shell Station. He was 
taken to the hospital where he later died. 
He was 31 years old.

After a vigil at the place of the 
shooting, the Shell Station on Northwest 
Frontage Road and Chalmette Drive, 
protesters marched down Evangeline 
Thruway against many of the event 
organizers’ wishes.

Despite the event organizers’ concerns, 
Joekerro Sion said he wasn’t worried.

“Man, I’ve seen this my whole life. I’m 
not really nervous about the police,” Sion 
said. 

Protesters stopped when they reached 
East Willow Street, where they blocked 
the intersection. Local Attorney Sam 
Flugence encouraged protesters to hold 
their positions as traffic ground to a halt.

“The only thing we need to do right 
now is hold the line,” Flugence said.

She also asked protesters to continue 
their activism for the sake of the victim’s 
family.

“They need your prayers, they need 
your discipline, they need you to not 
sleep at night,” she said. 

The protesters later marched back to 
the Shell Station where they crossed the 
street and formed a new blockade along 
Southeast Evangeline Thruway. The 
police who were stationed there quickly 
fled, but not before protesters threw 
water bottles and rocks at their vehicles.

An 18-wheeler, which was stopped 
at the blockade, lunged forward at 
the protesters in an attempt to cross 

the line, which prompted some 
protesters to throw water bottles at the 
truck. However, the tension with the 
18-wheeler’s driver dissipated quickly, as 
the protesters decided to let him through. 

Shortly after, some protesters separated 
themselves from the group and began 
heading to the police substation on Moss 
Street. They were met by police in riot 
gear at the intersection of East Pine Street 
and Moss Street who ordered protesters 
to disperse within 10 minutes. Police then 
fired smoke grenades and flash bangs into 
the crowd. According to the Acadiana 
Advocate, at least two protesters were 
arrested.

Local officials said some shot fireworks 
at buildings and started fires on the 
median of the road. 

Mayor-President Josh Guillory 
criticized the protesters at a press 
conference later that night.

“We are a peaceful community and we 
will give up not a single inch of the city of 
Lafayette or the parish of Lafayette. We’re 
different. This isn’t Seattle, this isn’t other 
cities across the country. We respect the 
rule of law,” Guillory said.

Guillory did not address the Pellerin 
family in his press conference, and 
didn’t allow NAACP leaders or other 
community activists to attend the press 
conference.

“We came to the press conference 
because our elected officials, the people 
who we pay our tax dollars to, were 
making statements about something 
that we were involved in, very involved 
in, today. And we were escorted out 
because they told us that the mayor said 
that this was a private press conference,” 
Marja Broussard, the President of the 
Lafayette Chapter of the NAACP said. 
“We are not like other communities. We 
are a lot worse than other communities 
when it comes to race relations, because 
our mayor, I’ll say it, our mayor is racist. 
Everything that he has done since he’s 
been in office has impacted the African 
American community negatively. And 
there’s time for this to stop.”
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Despite Interim Housing Director 
Dawn Miller’s claims that the 
Department of Housing would be 
cracking down on their policies to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
enforcing social distancing policies in 
residence halls has proven to be easier 
said than done.

Miller said students should wear 
a mask in the common areas and, if 
possible, in the student’s bedroom. 

“The suitemates we are asking to 
not congregate within the common 
space of the suite, and when they are 
outside of their bedrooms, to wear their 
mask,” Miller said. “And even with their 
roommate, if they aren’t comfortable, 
they can wear their mask.”

Some students, however, said this 
request is impossible. 

“I think that’s practically impossible to 
keep the mask on constantly especially if 
you have one of the double bedrooms,” 
Kristina Khalid-Abasi, a senior in 
General Studies, said. “Because what are 
you going to do? Sleep in the mask? Wake 
up in the mask? Not eat in your room? 
Where else would you eat?”

On move-in day, the desks and 
armoires were set up in a way that didn’t 
account for social distancing. Miller said 
students can move the furniture around 
to accommodate social distancing. 

“Maybe put the head of a bed different 
than the head of another bed,” Miller 
said. 

However, Lindsey Oxford, a junior in 
Huger Hall said this isn’t feasible for most 
students.

“(The furniture) is way too close, 
and you can leave it up to students 
to rearrange it, but it’s kind of heavy,” 
Oxford said. “And you only had one 
helper, and they were only allowed to be 
in here for a certain amount of time. You 
can’t rearrange the whole room. It’s very 
small.”

Oxford also said students would be 
sharing the same bathroom with their 

roommate, and that all four students will 
be sharing a fridge and microwave.

Two policies designed to help control 
the spread of the virus are that students 
must wear a mask in the lobby and must 
swipe their Cajun Card to get into the 
dorm hall and at the desk. There are signs 
to remind students of this. 

On Thursday, Aug. 20, in the span of 
34 minutes (10:23 a.m to 10:57 a.m), six 
students entered Huger Hall without 

swiping their card at the desk, and the 
student worker stationed there didn’t ask 
them to. In regards to masks, one student 
was wearing it improperly, under his 
nose, and one student was not wearing 
her’s at all, as one can see in a video 
posted to TheVermilion.com.

Friday, Aug. 21, in the span of 32 
minutes (2:09 p.m. to 2:41 p.m.), six 
students were able to enter without 
swiping their card at the front desk in 

Huger Hall, as proven by the video.
On the same day, between 2:09 p.m. 

and 2:32 p.m., one student worker at the 
desk and an unidentified person, who 
stood behind the glass, were both talking 
without masks covering their faces. 

This desk worker also allowed one 
student with his hands full not to swipe 
and said, “You’re good.”
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Students and a UL employee disregarding COVID-19 mask mandates in Huger Hall on Friday, Aug. 21, 2020.

JUST PASSING THROUGH

UL housing fails to enforce new 
COVID-19 guidelines, mandates

Lafayette police shooting of Black 
man at a gas station sparks protests
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Protestors “hold the line” at Northwest Evangeline Thruway on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2020.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Major University of Louisiana Lafayette 
food services will begin switching off 
of the disposable, styrofoam to-go food 
containers in favor of new, reusable 
containers.

After their soft launch on Labor Day, 
UL Lafayette’s Office of Sustainability in 
partnership with UL Dining Services will 
set up several “Good to Geaux” vending 
machines with reusable, plastic to-go 
containers to reduce the amount of trash 
the disposable containers generate. 

Prior to Hurricane Marco and 
the university’s temporary closure, 
Sustainability Coordinator Monica 
Rowand said the Sustainability and 
Dining had planned to soft launch the 
system on Sept. 7, but the storm could 
change that.

“... I am unsure at this moment 
what the storms are going to do to our 
communication calendar and system 
roll out,” Rowand said in an email on 
Monday, Aug. 24.

The machines will be in the Cypress 
Lake Dining Hall, Cafe Fleur de Lis and 
Lagniappe Cafe.

“A good part of that is it’s an 
opportunity for everyone to become 
aware of the impact that we have and 
the materials that we’re using,” Monica 
Rowand, sustainability coordinator for 
UL Lafayette, said. “So we try to reduce 
the amount of what we’re using and 
paying for that’s just going to end up in 
the trash.

“If you look at it like that it looks 
silly, right? To pay for a container that 
you’re just going to throw 20 minutes 
later, when we can reuse it over and over 
again.”

The system will work by rotating 
the containers in and out of vending 
machines. To get the containers from 
the machines, students will have to put 
in a special token. After they eat they 
can return the container to the vending 
machines, which will return another 
token for any future use. 

The containers do not need to be 
cleaned, but students should scrape out 
any large pieces of food before bringing 
them back to the machines. Broken 
containers can also be returned to the 
machine like any normal one would be.

Students on a meal plan with the 
university will be able to receive their 
first token following Labor Day for 
free, whereas students not on the plan 
can purchase their first container for 
a subsidized price of $2.99. After two 
weeks, the price of the token will go up to 
$4.99. Should students lose their token, 
they will have to purchase a replacement.

“The containers in general — they’re 
better performing than if you had a 
styrofoam or compostable container,” 
Rowand said. “They hold food better, 
they’re leak-proof, they’re made in the 
United States, so they’re just a much 
better product in general, and the fact 
that we are able to use them over and 
over again, instead of a single-use 
disposable is great.”

The new system won’t just benefit the  
environment, it will end up saving the 
university money as well.

Sustainability estimated the system 
would save somewhere between $99,000 
and $118,000 per semester if they were 
to stay with disposable containers. This 
number accounts for the obvious cost of 
purchasing the disposable containers, but 
also the cost of hauling trash out of the 
university. 

And with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
students would be eating out more 
than usual, which means the disposable 
containers would cost the university even 
more money. Rowand said the Good to 
Geaux system ended up costing around 
$103,000, meaning it could start paying 
for itself after a single semester.

“Obviously in this crisis we had to go 
to a platform that was all to-go, and it 
really brought forward just the concerns 
about the amount of disposables that we 
were having to utilize and that we were 
seeing filling up the dumpsters and filling 
up the trash cans,” Renee Burgess, general 
manager with UL Dining, said. 

“It really brought to light the amount of 
waste that we were having to contribute 
now to the environment and to the  
 

university as a whole,” Burgess said.
The dining hall does have dine-in 

options available to students should they 
want to, but Burgess said about 65% of 
students are choosing to take their food 
to go.

Once a machine is full, someone in 
dining services will collect the containers 
from it and bring them back to the 
kitchen to be cleaned. Burgess said this 
extra labor actually helped her team, as it 
allowed more employees, who may have 
been laid off due to the health crisis, to 
come back and work in the kitchen again.

Burgess said Dining will work with 
students as they adapt to the new system, 
saying they don’t want it to be a punitive 
change.

“The whole point is to lessen out 
environmental impact, so I think the 
students will be fine with it,” Burgess said. 
“I’ve seen it in action, I know that it can 
be done successfully, and with the help 
of all our team members and strategic 
marketing, I think it’ll be fine.”

UL Dining to switch to reusable 
containers, reducing cost and waste
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During the summer, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette began construction 
on Hebrard Boulevard, wherethrough 
traffic is no longer allowed on East St. 
Mary Boulevard or East University 
Avenue.

The university sent an email to students 
on Friday, Aug. 14 informing them of the 
construction and encouraging students 
and faculty to avoid the area. The email 
also said, “For those who must access it, 
there will be turn lanes available at each 
end of the street.”

Bill Crist, the director of facility 
management at UL Lafayette, said the 
idea for this project came about in 
around 2013 or 2014, when the university 

wrote a master plan of projects to be 
done.

“The intention of the project is to, 
basically, improve the pedestrian cross 
flow from Moody Hall, Bittle Hall and 
the quad area across Hebrard Boulevard 
to the Student Union,” Scott Hebert, the 
manager of facility planning, said.

Hebert said, before the project began, 
the roadway was incredibly narrow, there 
was parallel parking all the way down, 
and it was deemed unsafe for pedestrians.

“You really had to be familiar with the 
intersection to know that there was a stop 
sign right there,” Hebert said.

They said that because the road was 
a city street, they had to go through a 
different inspection process where they 
ran into several problems, including 
a water line that feeds from Hebrard 

Boulevard, Johnston Street, East St. Mary 
Boulevard and East University Avenue. 

This, including some other unforeseen 
issues, caused a delay in the construction, 
forcing the project to be split into two 
phases.

Hebert said they tried to do a lot of 
the work during the summer; however, 
another issue they ran into was workers 
testing positive for COVID-19.

With the help of other contractors, 
Hebert said entire teams would have to 
be quarantined if one of the members 
contracted the virus or was around 
someone with COVID-19.

Crist said another project they were 
working on during the summer in 
Fletcher Hall had a similar issue with 

workers contracting COVID-19, which 
delayed classrooms in certain areas being 
open on the first day of the fall semester.

“We’re coordinating with the 
department and the building. We’re 
working through it to try to make it as 
smooth a transition as we can until we’re 
fully open,” Crist said.

Crist and Hebert made clear that, 
while this project is taking longer than 
expected, the intention of it is to make 
the crosswalk safer, modify the bike 
racks, and widen the sidewalks.

While the first phase is estimated to be 
done at the end of September, the second 
phase is projected to be completed at the 
end of the fall semester.

Hebrard construction to improve 
student safety, officials talk delays
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A section of Hebrard Boulevard fenced off for construction in August of 2020.
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Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns quarterback 
Chandler Fields is gearing up for the 
upcoming season. 

Fields has been playing football for a 
long time, even though he hasn’t always 
played quarterback. 

“I’ve been playing football for 12 
years, probably since I was 6. When I 
was growing up I always played running 
back and linebacker, but once I got to 
eighth grade I ended up switching to 
quarterback,” Fields said. 

Fields thrived in the quarterback 
position. In high school, he was ranked 
at No. 47 for top players in the state 
of Louisiana. He was also one of the 
top prospects for quarterbacks in the 
state and ranked at No. 31 for pro-style 
quarterbacks in the nation. 

During his first season, he completed 
his first pass as a Cajun in a game 
against Texas Southern on Sept. 14. He 
finished the game gaining 16 yards and 
completing both passes.

Fields had a football scholarship to 
attend the university, but it was more 
than a scholarship that helped him 
decide to pursue his college career with 
Louisiana. He also had offers to attend 
Memphis, Nicholls State and Jackson 
State, but picked the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette over them all. 

“It’s a beautiful place and the coaches 
are extremely great and it’s a family 
atmosphere,” Fields said. He also said he 
knew he could pursue his dreams and 
goals as a Ragin’ Cajun. 

Those dreams and goals came early 
for Fields. In his first season, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns won their first bowl game outside 
the state of Louisiana in over 75 years. 
The 27-17 win against Miami (Ohio) 
at the Lending Tree Bowl was Fields’ 
favorite moment from last season. 

Like most athletes and sports fans 
alike, Fields is looking forward to 
competing this season. “Honestly just 
playing again and being able to be with 
my brothers,” said Fields. 

Due to COVID-19, there was a gap 
of several months without practice. 
Now practices are modified with several 
precautions. “It’s a lot different now. 
Everytime we get to the facility we have 
to get screened, we have to answer 
questions about COVID,” said Fields. 

The team is being extra safe. “We get 
tested two to three times a week and then 
at practice you always have to have your 
mask on; and we have designated areas at 
practice where you can actually take your 
masks off but it’s all socially distanced,” 
said Fields.

For inspiration, Fields named two 
players. “I look up to Peyton Manning 
and Russel Wilson,” Fields said. 
Manning is arguably one of the greatest 
quarterbacks of all time, having won NFL 
MVP a whopping five times. Wilson, 
the current quarterback for the Seattle 
Seahawks, has also seen his share of 
success and led his team to a Super Bowl 
win in 2013. 

With role models like these and having 
a genuine love playing the game, more 
dreams and goals can be accomplished by 
Fields in the upcoming season.

Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

The Ragin’ Cajuns Water Ski team 
officially claimed their seventh national 
title at the National Collegiate Water 
Ski Association’s championship in Rio 
Linda, California. 

The team was formed in 1998, and 
they have now won national titles in 
1995, 1997, 2003, 2005, 2010, 2015 and 
2019. 

To qualify for the national 
championship, teams have to compete 
throughout the season and perform well 
in their events to have the opportunity 
to compete on a national level. This was 
not a problem for the Ragin Cajuns, as 
they went undefeated this season. 

The team’s strategy for winning 
was to train for consistency, coach 
to weaknesses, support each other 
regardless of the outcome, ski for the 

team before themselves and maximize 
tricks to the tournament competition.

Head Coach Ryan Gonzales said, 
“These skiers come here well prepared 
to ski at the highest level. They train and 
coach each other, as well as counsel each 
other when they don’t do as well as they 
may have wanted to. For the most part, 
I set expectations of how to be a ‘Ragin’ 
Cajun.’ I let them know that being a 
highly successful team in the public eye, 
we are expected to act as champions at 
all times.”

The 22 members that make up the 
Ragin Cajun Water Ski team are from 
nine countries. Members consist of: 
team captain Harry Spavin (England), 
graduate assistant Taryn Grant 
(Canada), Austin (U.S.); Bagnoli (Italy); 
Basic (Austria); Ethan Mckinnon 
(Australia); Moulanier (France); Kim 
Niederbaumer (Germany); Patrik 
Oehman (Sweden);, amongst others. 

These young men and women are led by 
coach, Ryan Gonzales. 

In addition to their phenomenal 
performance, the Ragin Cajuns Water 
Ski team is dedicated to more than just 
competition. The team has a special 
commitment to community service and 
involvement that outshines most others. 

Camille Tyler, a Ragin’ Cajun alumna 
said, “They spent a weekend teaching 
local kids how to ski, they raised money 
and collected canned goods for veterans, 
they participated in the University of 
Louisiana at  Lafayette’s Sneaux Day by 
pulling kids around on the grass to get a 
feel for skiing, and so much more. Their 
service to the community has given the 
team local recognition that despite being 
7X National Champions, they have not 
had previously.”  

With all of this being said, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns have high hopes for the 
future. They aspire to be back-to-back 

champions and continue and increase 
their work in the community. 

Because of this, Gonzales is hoping to 
gain access to more athletic resources 
and improved facilities so that the 
team can prepare for their season more 
diligently, dive into academics, and bring 
in more recruits each and every year. 

“Watching them support each other 
in their small success as they set and 
reached individual goals, I can not say 
enough about how this team of students 
from all corners of the globe is truly a 
family,” said Coach Gonzales. “Having 
the opportunity to see this continue year 
after year and become part of the team 
culture makes all the hard work worth it, 
even if we don’t win.” 

For the Ragin’ Cajuns Water Ski team, 
this is what it’s all about. 

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Chandler Fields has been playing for the Ragin’ Cajuns since the 2019 season.

Cajuns quarterback Chandler Fields is 
looking forward to his second season

After winning 7 national championships, 
UL’s water ski team is looking to grow

Sports

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

The Pelicans fired Alvin Gentry on 
Aug. 15 after five seasons with the team. 
After finishing up a disappointing 2–6 
record in the Orlando Bubble during 
the NBA restart, the Pelicans are now 
without a head coach.

The firing of Gentry is a move that will 
help the young core of our Pelicans for 
long term purposes.

Alvin Gentry ran the Pelicans offense 
in a very high paced style. The next coach 
will more than likely run the same sort 
of style, but the makeup of what Griffin, 
the Pelicans’ vice president of basketball 
operations, has on this roster right now 
doesn’t fit what Alvin Gentry needs as a 
coach.

In Gentry’s 17 years as a head coach, 
he is 84 games under .500, taking his 
teams to the playoffs only three times. 

His reputation as a coach is inflated by 
his success in the 2009-2010 season when 
he took an overachieving Phoenix Suns 
team to the Western Conference finals.

Gentry only led the Pelicans to one 
season over .500 while making the 
playoffs that year only to lose in the 
second round.

New Orleans went 30-42 this season, 
finishing with just two victories in its 
final eight games. Despite the presence of 
top overall draft choice Zion Williamson 
and first-time All-Star Brandon Ingram 
in the lineup, the club was eliminated 
from playoff contention with two games 
to play.

When asked about looking for a 
new head coach during a virtual media 
conference, Griffin said, “We will not 
be quick with this at all. This is not a 
rush. We have a job that we believe is 
going to be the most attractive in the 
NBA.” Griffin also mentioned that the 
coronavirus pandemic also could slow 

the timeline for a hire because of the 
importance he places on getting to know 
candidates face to face.

“This isn’t going to be done solely via 
Zoom,” Griffin said. “It’s very difficult to 
find the right voice with the right group 
of people that have a shared vision. I 
would tell you that hiring a head coach 
is the hardest thing we do from a front 
office perspective because it impacts 
every single part of your organization, 
and it has the biggest impact every day 
on your players and the culture that 
you’re trying to build.”

Griffin will now have the responsibility 
of trying to find a head coach that not 
only has a style that fits the Pelicans’ 
current roster but a coach that can give 
this organization a winning culture and 
teach these young players how to be 
successful.

As far as possible candidates to 
replace Alvin Gentry, ESPN’s Adrian 
Wojnarowski reported last week that 

Tyronn Lu and Jason Kidd could be 
candidates.

The Pelicans have significant appeal 
for a head coach looking for a home as 
they have the best young core in the NBA 
with Zion Williamson, Brandon Ingram, 
Lonzo Ball, among many others leading 
the way. The next coach in line will have 
several weapons in his arsenal with the 
influx of talent New Orleans has.

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

The NBA held their annual lottery last 
Thursday, Aug. 20: virtually hosted by 
NBA analyst Rachel Nichols.

The NBA lottery is a process in which 
teams that did not make the playoffs have 
a chance to see where they will select in 
that year’s NBA Draft. It selects the first 
14 picks at random using ping pong balls.

Our New Orleans Pelicans will be 
selecting 13th in this year’s draft, which 
was revealed at Thursday’s lottery 
ceremony.

The top five picks of this year’s NBA 
Draft will consist of the Minnesota 
Timberwolves selecting first overall, the 
Golden State Warriors selecting second, 
the Charlotte Hornets selecting third, the 
Chicago Bulls selecting fourth and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers selecting fifth overall.  

It is a different draft this year to say the 
least as it will more than likely be held 

virtually and the NBA Combine is also in 
jeopardy. The combine is an invite only 
event that gives players the opportunity 
to showcase their talents in front of NBA 
front offices. This is an event in which 
many players have the chance to boost 
their overall draft stock.

The majority of this year’s elite draft 
prospects come from a variety of different 
backgrounds with Anthony Edward’s 
being this year’s likely No. 1 pick. Other 
than Edwards, LaMelo Ball is a standout 
who has the opportunity to be selected 
No. 1 overall.

Edward’s is an athletic scorer who can 
get his buckets from any spot on the 
court. He is from Atlanta and took the 
path of staying home and playing for 
his hometown Georgia Bulldogs. While 
attending the University of Georgia, 
Edwards showcased his incredible 
scoring ability while shooting at an 
efficient number.

LaMelo Ball’s path to the NBA is much 
different from the traditional high school 

star, college standout, then enter the 
draft track. Ball took an obscure route 
in which he played 2 seasons of high 
school ball at Chino Hill’s High School 
in California, then found himself playing 
professionally overseas in Lithuania at 
the age of 16 thanks to his father, Lavar 
Ball. After that crazy stint in Lithuania, 
LaMelo found himself at a prep school in 
Ohio playing for Spire Institute, a school 
with a top-notch basketball program that 
plays a national schedule. 

After finishing up his high school 
career, Ball took his talents to Australia 
in which he played professionally in 
their best league, the NBL. LaMelo 
shined overseas, boosting his draft stock 
significantly after averaging 17 points per 
game, seven assists and seven rebounds 
for the Illawarra Hawks. Doing so well 
against professional athletes is what has 
set him apart from his peers coming 
out of college, scouts say. He is a crafty, 
creative point guard who can make his 
teammates better on the floor.

With these two athletes in Ball and 
Edward’s more than likely being the 
frontrunners to be selected number 
one overall, there will be another name 
mentioned by scouts.

James Wiseman, a center who attended 
the University of Memphis, saw his 
NCAA season cut extremely short 
after being deemed ineligible due to 
violating NCAA policies. Wiseman only 
played less than a handful of games, but 
showcased his skills effectively, keeping 
his name at the top of draft boards. 
Wiseman is an elite seven-footer who can 
step out and shoot jump shots as well. He 
can score the ball efficiently while being a 
monster defensively blocking shots.

With Ball, Edwards and Wiseman 
being the clear top three prospects in this 
year’s NBA Draft, it will be exciting to see 
what happens come draft day as many 
trades have been in the talks.
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Pelicans selecting 13th in this year’s draft

Former LSU football 
player faces rape 
allegations, domestic 
violence charges
Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

According to USA Today, two former 
LSU students claim they were raped 
by former LSU football player Derrius 
Guice. The alleged rape occured in 
2016, when Guice was a freshman at the 
university.

USA Today reports that, in 2016, the 
allegations were shared with multiple 
LSU personnel, including two coaches, 
a nurse and an athletics administrator, 
yet at the time, there had been no 
investigation by the university. 

Peter Greenspun, Guice’s attorney, 
denied all allegations. “At no time were 
allegations of physical or sexual assault 
brought against Derrius during his 
years as a student athlete at LSU,” said 
Greenspun.

These allegations are following Guice’s 
arrest on grounds of three domestic 
violence incidents and his release from 
the Washington Redskins. Guice is 
scheduled to appear in Loudoun General 
District Court on Aug. 28. 

New Orleans Pelicans to take their 
time with new coaching decision
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

“Aristotle and Dante Discover the 
Secrets of the Universe” by Benjamin 
Alire Saenz is the kind of book one 
picks up and then cannot put down. 
The unique dialogue and story pull the 
reader in and gets them invested in 
the characters that are so realistic they 
almost seem like someone you know. 
The book follows the story of Aristotle 
“Ari” Mendoza and his struggles of being 
a teenager in El Paso, Texas, during the 
1980s. It could be said that the book does 
not have an actual plot; instead, it takes 
place over the course of multiple years 
and consists of Ari’s thoughts on the 
world. In the beginning of the book, Ari 
meets Dante Quintana and they become 
fast friends. They swim together and 
make up games about beating up shoes. 
Dante has a thing against shoes.

Partway through the book, Dante 
reveals to Ari that not only is he gay, but 
he also has a crush on Ari. The book 
takes a slight turn at this point; it keeps 
the narrative as unique as it has been, 
but, with this new dilemma thrown into 
his life, Ari’s character begins to change. 
Dante’s sexuality isn’t the only problem 
Ari faces. A few years prior, Ari’s older 
brother was arrested, and Ari has no idea 
why. Not only that, his older twin sisters 
treat him like a little kid. His dad is a 
veteran and is unreachable in Ari’s mind. 
Throughout the book, Ari begins getting 
the answers he craves, and the way his 
character changes is extremely realistic. 

    One thing I feel is important to note 
before continuing to discuss the book 
is the author’s own queerness. Saenz is 
gay, which largely impacted this novel. 
According to Angel Daniel Matos, “It 
took him decades to come to terms with 
his queerness, and he aspired to craft a 
novel for young readers that dealt with 

the complexities of the queer life in a 
1980s Southern United States context—
an act that in many ways constituted a 
coming out process for the author.” This 
is seen in the book in several instances, 
which I won’t discuss here. I think it’s 
best if you read the book with a spoiler-
free experience. 

 I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again. 
An LGBT character is a bad character if 
their entire personality revolves around 
them being gay. “The desire to include 
LGBT characters is laudable, but there 
also needs to be something there in the 
books beyond just queer characters,” 
said William P. Banks. Saenz’s book 
accomplishes that by giving Ari and 
Dante problems and characteristics that 
don’t revolve around their sexuality. 
Dante fusses about having to wear shoes 
and Ari worries about his first kiss. The 
mention of sexuality doesn’t even occur 
until partway into the book, and by that 
point, both characters are fleshed out 

extremely well. Saenz also makes a point 
of giving depth to the side-characters, 
such as their parents and Ari’s two 
friends from school. The story doesn’t 
focus on them, but they still get character 
development and move the story along.

“Aristotle and Dante Discover the 
Secrets of the Universe” is getting a 
movie, which is what prompted this 
column. I recommend supporting the 
movie when it comes out; it’s almost 
always good to support LGBT creators 
and works that center on the LGBT 
experience. Before you watch the movie 
though, pick up the book. It’s the kind 
of book that you read multiple times 
because reading it feels like going home. 
Not only is it my favorite book of all time, 
but it’s a staple for every LGBT bookshelf, 
and it’ll certainly remain on mine for the 
foreseeable future.

Evan Hale
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
is still charging some students over $300 
a semester to park on campus in the 
midst of COVID-19.

Commuter students have a few options 
for parking: The free option at Cajun 
Field or the paid option at the Girard 
Park Circle Parking Tower. 

There are two options for parking at 
the parking tower. One is a Park-and-Pay 
system where you pay $5 for the first two 
hours and then $1 for every hour after 
that, but only on the first two floors. The 
second choice is to pay $325 to be able to 
park on the third through the sixth floor 
for as long as you want. If you are caught 
in this area without a parking pass it is a 
$50 parking ticket. It’s just absurd.

The permit for the parking tower 
should be free this semester, or at the 
very least discounted. The buses are 
holding about half the capacity than they 

used to because of social distancing. 
Students have to get to Cajun Field earlier 
to try and get on the bus to make it to 
their class. 

The university should want to make 
life easier for their students this semester 
and make them feel more comfortable at 
school during these odd times. Make the 
first two floors of the tower free to park at 
and then move the Park-and-Pay system 
up to the third through sixth floors.

The parking pass is $325 a semester. 
That is $650 a year on top of tuition, 
which is already a few thousand dollars, 
not to mention the price of textbooks. 
As I mentioned in a previous story, some 
students have not been able to work 
because of COVID-19. 

Students who can’t afford to park in 
the parking tower now have to get to 
the bus on time to get a seat that is in 
short supply. Some students may not 
be comfortable taking the bus too, so 
changing the pricing of the parking tower 
would benefit them. 

I realize that if the university were to 
change the pricing it could have more 
traffic on East St. Mary Boulevard, or 
the tower could become overpopulated 
and that could risk exposure. However, it 
would give students more options other 
than riding the bus and that is feasible 
for the students so they can be more 
comfortable going to school.

Students who live on campus must 
pay $40 for their parking pass to park 
at whichever dorm they are staying in. 
These students have to pay for the dorm, 
tuition, a parking pass and for some 
students, a meal plan as well. Before the 
student even gets to class and gets hit 
with another expense to get their supplies 
for their classes for the semester. It all 
seems as though the university wants 
students’ money as opposed to making 
life easier for their students during these 
truly unpredictable times.

The university shouldn’t make their 
students worry about catching the bus 
on time or worry about getting a parking 
ticket for wanting to park closer to their 

class. It is truly ridiculous that it seems 
as though the university is only after 
students’ money instead of making sure 
they are comfortable and happy on their 
campus. 

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

The Second Amendment to our 
Constitution is probably the most 
contentious of any of the 27 we have. So 
much so, in fact, that there has developed 
an interesting and wide-spread gun 
culture of people collecting, showing off, 
buying, selling and, of course, shooting 
their weapons for amusement and 
personal satisfaction. They post memes, 
join Facebook groups, talk gun policy and 
share news. I know a few of these people, 
with some being in my own family, 
though I myself do not “get it” so to speak, 
I generally understand where these people 
are coming from and why they have their 
particular hobby.

The political leanings in the gun 
culture, especially online, skew heavily 
rightward. Organizations, magazines 
and social media platforms alike near-
universally discuss the topic of gun 
control as a matter between the liberal 
left and conservative right. Almost always 
there is talk of “the libs” wanting to take 
away your gun rights and inevitably the 
discussion is about adhering to the literal 
words of the Constitution, which say in 
their entirety “A well regulated Militia, 
being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” To 
the right’s credit, those words are pretty 
clear to the layman’s reading capabilities, 
and were apparently clear to five out of 
nine justices of the Supreme Court in 
District of Columbia vs. Heller when they 
held the Second Amendment protects an 
individual’s right to bear arms. Although 
the words do say “well regulated Militia” 
no one can seriously doubt the meaning 
of “right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.”

And perhaps it shouldn’t be doubted. 
As I said before, conservatives typically 
are the ones complaining about the left 

wanting to “take away their guns.” While 
it is not true that the majority of those 
on the left want to completely ban guns, 
I would argue that it is mainstream 
among centrists and center-lefts to want 
to lessen the Second Amendment as 
much as possible. But, not everyone 
on the left shares this position. In fact, 
there is a portion of the left and far-left 
who do in fact share the conservative 
viewpoint regarding gun control. Take 
for example Karl Marx, who said in an 
Address of the Central Committee to 
the Communist League, “...the workers 
must be armed and organized. The whole 
proletariat must be armed at once with 
muskets, rifles, cannon and ammunition 
… Under no pretext should arms and 
ammunition be surrendered; any attempts 
to disarm the people must be stopped, 
by force if necessary.” His reasoning for 
the arming of workers echoes that of the 
contemporary right’s rhetoric. Essentially, 
the government will overstep its bounds 
and oppress the people in its charge, so 
there may be a point where governmental 
change can only come from violent 
revolution. Of course, where they then 
differ is in what to do after overthrowing 
the government. The right would probably 
institute another capitalist regime, while 
Marx would move toward a classless 
society. 

The quotes here from Marx (sometimes 
hilariously in part attributed to Ronald 
Regan) demonstrate a common interest 
between diametrically opposed ideologies 
— a fear of expansive government power. 
There is even a socialist version of the 
National Rifle Association (NRA) called 
the Socialist Rifle Association (SRA). The 
SRA’s mission statement is similar to the 
purported purpose of the NRA in that 
their mission is “to provid[e] the working 
class with the information they need to be 
effectively armed for self and community 
defense.” They also mention that they 
do this “to provide an alternate to the 
main-stream, toxic, right-wing, and non-

inclusive gun culture that has dominated 
the firearms community for decades.” 

That community defense quote is 
especially pertinent in this time in the 
wake of George Floyd’s death, I feel. 
When a community has been under 
siege for centuries through relegation  to 
second-class citizenship and stripping 
away of rights, they have the right to 
defend themselves of this clear and 
present abuse of power. Concerning the 
murder of George Floyd, the SRA said 
this: “Every community has the inherent 
right to defend itself. The actions of 
police and the state, both in the current 
moment and historically, against the 
Black community provide more than 
enough justification for that community 
to rise up in its own defense.” They go 
on to say further: “We must be careful, 
however, to distinguish between the use 
of firearms for community defense, versus 
the undisciplined or reactionary use of 
firearms for other reasons. When people 
from outside the community come to the 
protests carrying guns, looking for an 
excuse to use them, that is not community 
defense.” Their understanding of the 
Second Amendment is truly demonstrated 

here. The right to fight back against 
government tyranny is inherent, but 
there is an important distinction between 
community defense that is justified and 
carpetbaggers just looking to show off 
their weaponry might.

 Although the SRA is new, I feel that 
it will have no trouble growing in the 
coming years, especially since it presents 
itself as an alternative to the NRA when it 
comes to gun education, and the NRA is 
facing some internal and external trouble 
right now.

I think that sometimes we get too 
caught up in our own political culture to 
realize that political thought of others is 
just as nuanced and complex as our own; 
that oftentimes the simplified rhetoric 
from others we take our cues from does 
not do justice to describing the antipodal 
beliefs of others. I am sort of reminded of 
the word “sonder” from the Dictionary of 
Obscure Sorrows meant to describe “the 
realization that each random passerby is 
living a life as vivid and complex as your 
own.” Perhaps our perceptions of others’ 
beliefs should be more than just passing 
judgement and be more of understanding.
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Cajun Field offers free parking for students.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

OPINION

Why UL should reduce parking fees 
for students during a global pandemic

OPINION

A false binary: Leftist gun advocates definitely exist

Allons

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

OPINION

Ari and Dante: How to write good LGBT characters


