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Hello, everyone. As the semester kicks 
off to a sputtering start, many of you 
may find it difficult to adjust back to 
campus life after the summer. Most of 
you worked a job or took a trip, some of 
you volunteered your time for a greater 
cause and some of you took classes to get 
ahead in your coursework. If you were 
lucky, you might have made an important 
self-discovery over the summer. Perhaps 
you met some new people or picked up 
a new hobby. Perhaps this summer was a 
hard time for you. Some of you prepared 
for your first year of college. Regardless 
of what befell you this summer, know 
that all of us at The Vermilion wish you a 
rewarding and fulfilling fall semester. 

Here at The Vermilion, we spent our 
summer rebranding and redesigning 
your student newspaper. After making 
the decision to switch the format, we 
took it a step further and cleaned up 

some visual elements. From the new, 
cleaned-up masthead to the watercolor-
inspired Allons header, we worked 
through the paper and made the changes 
we saw fit. We feel like this new look is 
a breath of fresh air. We hope you agree 
with us. I want to extend a thank-you 
to Kevin Prejean from Prejean Creative 
for spending hours helping us with this 
new design, to our adviser Matthew 
Tarver and to my wonderful design team 
without whom none of this would have 
been possible. 

Most importantly, we agreed to 
refocus the paper on who it serves — the 
students of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. From campus news to athlete 
profiles to columns that strike a chord, we 
want to write content you want to read. 
We want you to pick up the paper and 
find high-quality coverage and an outlet 
for self-expression. Most of all, we want 
you to feel like this is your paper, because 
it is. Enjoy!
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Students crossing the intersection of Rex Street and St. Mary Boulevard on 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 2018.

WELCOME BACK

Editor-in-chief welcomes fall 2019 
students to new Vermilion look
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A zen garden inside The Heritage apartments. 
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Exterior of The Heritage apartments before their completion. Due to heavy rains, the 
apartments were not completed by the start of the fall semester.

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s new on-campus apartment 
complex, The Heritage at Cajun Village, 
was ready just in time for its scheduled 
move-in day on Friday, Aug. 23, despite 
several delays and mixups. 

According to the Advocate, only 589 
of the 1,000 expected beds at Heritage 
were completed, and many second-year 
students who had been initially told 
they could live at the Heritage were later 
forced to relocate. 

However, Dawn Miller, the Interim 
Housing Director at UL Lafayette, 
claims this was due to these second-year 
students being still classified as freshmen 
and not due to a lack of space.

“This project was intended to be for 
upper-class students,” Miller said. “We 
worked with as many students as possible 
to figure out the best accommodations 
for them. The goal for any student here 
is to, as a university, is to make sure 
your student graduates and is successful, 
and we just did not feel that putting 
freshmen in this environment would be 
as supportive as we would need to be for 
our freshmen.”

In response to the relocation, SGA 
took action.

“After (the second-year freshmen) 
just received that email that they would 
not be receiving a room in Heritage 
and that they would be reassigned, 
SGA encouraged all the students to 
submit grievances detailing what 
exactly happened to them, and we have 
since given those 25-or-so grievances 
to housing,” SGA President Rachael 
Lautigar said. “From my understanding, 
what we have been told by housing, is 
the new interim director of housing has 
contacted each of these students directly 
and have worked out a compromise.”

UL Lafayette Director of Facilities 
Management Bill Crist said bad weather 

is why the apartments were still being 
worked on just days before move-in.

“Since we started on May 23 of last 
year, we’ve had 130 rainy days,” Crist said. 
“It’s unbelievable how they’ve pushed at 
the end of this thing to get all the little 
details tied up.”

There are some things at Heritage that 
still need to be built. 

“We’re in the final phases of a little 
bit of outside groundwork: laying sod, 
getting all of the outdoor activities set up, 
like the volleyball court,” Miller said. “We 
are waiting for a net and things, but that’s 
right around the corner.”

Miller said she was impressed with 
the work the construction team did on 
Heritage despite the delays.

“The construction crew was wonderful 
in that they worked almost 24/7 trying to 
catch up because of all the weather,” she 
said.

Heritage has two-bedroom, three-
bedroom and four-bedroom apartments. 
Each unit comes fully furnished with 
private bathrooms and a balcony. The 
complex has a pool, a clubhouse and a 
zen garden.

“It’s unbelievable how 
they’ve pushed at the end of 
this thing to get all the little 
details tied up.”

Unlike the dorms, students living at 
Heritage are not required to purchase 
a meal plan. According to Miller, the 
apartments are currently full.  

Residents have been generally 
enthusiastic about their new home.

“So far they are super nice, because 
I love how they’re brand new and 
everything,” Reece Walton, a sophomore 
in mechanical engineering, said. “Plus 
they are really close to campus so I don’t 
have to worry about parking or anything.”

Students, SGA respond to Heritage 
luxury apartments’ rushed opening 
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Students allege unsolicited, ‘traumatic’ 
treatment from UL counseling office
David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

While many stressed college students 
at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
find emotional support at the Counseling 
and Testing Center, others are finding 
just the opposite.

According to a UL Lafayette police 
report, on March 13 at 9 p.m., Siraaj 
Salem, a 20-year-old senior in criminal 
justice, was arrested for “disturbing the 
peace by loud and profane language and 
battery of a police officer, after being 
detained for medical reasons.”

What were these medical reasons? 
According to Salem, simply admitting 
to having suicidal thoughts at one point 
in her life on a routine form at the 
counseling and testing center.

Earlier in the day, Salem said she 
circled “Yes” on a form asking if she had 
suffered from suicidal thoughts in the 
past.

“I circled yes because it’s important to 
be truthful with someone you are talking 
to, and I wanted to establish a client-
counselor relationship, so I didn’t feel like 
hiding that was necessary,” Salem said.

 When Salem met with her counselor, 
she told them she wasn’t feeling this 
way at the time and simply wanted to be 
upfront about her past.

“I was like, ‘You know ma’am, I assure 
you,’” Salem said, “‘This is not what I 
came here for, this is not on my mind and 
this is not how I’m feeling at the present 
time or at all.’”

Despite this, Salem said the counselor 
was reluctant to address present issues 
and was only concerned with her past 
suicidal thoughts.

“Everything we talked about just 
bounced right back to that. She would 
ask questions like, ‘So if you were to feel 
those thoughts what would you do about 
it?’ And it would just be a moment of 
silence where I’m like ‘I don’t know. I’m 
not thinking about it. Why am I being 
persecuted for my past thoughts?’” Salem 
said. “She is making my history my 
present, and that is not what it was. She 

fabricated for that questionnaire to be 
how I was presently feeling and that’s just 
not what it was.”

According to Salem, it later seemed 
as though the counselor understood, 
however she soon realized this was not 
the case when multiple police officers 
tracked her down to the Edith Garland 
Dupré Library and demanded she be 
taken to the hospital.

“All of a sudden I see bodies surround 
me,” Salem said. “I look up to my right 
and it’s an officer, and I look to my left 
and it’s five other officers. I counted six.”

Salem said one of the police officers 
pushed her chest with excessive force 
and then refused to give her his name or 
badge number.

“I’m slapped dead in the chest, mid-
turn, so I’m spun around, and at that 
point, my hands are behind my back,” 
Salem said. “I can’t even explain to you 
how confused I was, and how hurt I was.

“I was like, ‘But wait, your officer 
just hit me in the chest. Is there no 
consequence for that? What are your 
badge numbers and what are your 
names?’ And at that point he declined 
every one of my questions.”

Salem is unfortunately not the only 
student who has been placed in this 
situation. 

Ian Coats, a senior in education at UL 
Lafayette, said he is now thousands of 
dollars in debt from two ambulance rides 
that were ordered by the Counseling and 
Testing Center. He said he didn’t have 
plans to hurt himself either time. 

“I told the director I didn’t think I 
should be forced into an ambulance 
against my will, but nevertheless, that’s 
what happened,” Coats said. “That was 
really, really traumatic. I got wheeled out 
in a stretcher, tied up, into the ambulance 
in the middle of the school day. There 
was a bunch of people crowded watching, 
and that was very, very traumatic.”

After being sent to the hospital, he was 
released after they found no need for him 
to be there. 

“That whole experience cost about 
$4,000 in ambulance and hospital fees,” 
he said.

The second ambulance ride occurred 
after speaking to a UL Lafayette 
counselor over the phone, as he had been 
having suicidal thoughts earlier in the 
day.

“I had called the counselor on call,” 
Coats said. “She came from her house 
to meet me at UL, but this was the same 
woman who called the ambulance the 
first time.

“There was no therapeutic or personal 
interactions. I told her what had 
happened. She walked away, called the 
ambulance while she had walked away, 
came back and told me she had just 
called the ambulance.” 

Salem said she believes UL Lafayette is 
more concerned with avoiding lawsuits 
than helping students with mental health 
problems.

“UL wants to sweep it under the rug, 
and they don’t want people with any 
kind of thoughts or past like that on their 
campus because they don’t want to be 
the ones responsible for anything bad 
happening,” Salem said.

“UL finds their reputation to be oh so 

precious and just in case that happens 
they need to dot their i’s and cross their 
t’s; that way when it comes back they can’t 
blame UL for it.”

UL Lafayette gave a statement on the 
issue:

“The University follows the guidelines 
set forth by the Jed Foundation, 
a nationally recognized nonprofit 
organization working to promote 
emotional health and prevent suicide 
among college, university and high 
school students.”

While Coats is upset about what has 
happened to him, he acknowledged the 
issue is complicated.

“I do think it’s a little more complex 
than ‘counselor is bad,’ but I do think she 
was in the wrong as well,” Coats said.

The UL Lafayette police department 
declined to comment as it is still an open 
investigation. 

The Counseling and Testing Center 
also chose not to comment.
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The exterior of the Saucier Wellness Center. After Siraaj Salem visited the Counseling and 
Testing Center and detailed past suicidal thoughts, UL Lafayette police arrested her. 
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Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

August 20
l  Officer was dispatched to the parking lot of ROTC in reference to a person 
operating a university vehicle that ran into a fence pole on University property at 
3:23 p.m.

l    Several UL Students called in advising that there were individuals taking their 
personal information down while stating they were with the voters registering 
team at 6:25 p.m.

August 22 
l  Officer responded to a two-vehicle accident in the 300 block E Lewis St. Minor 
injury reported; ambulance service refused at 1:05 p.m.

August 23
l  Scott Police recovered a vehicle that ULPD reported stolen at 2:27 a.m. 

August 24
l  Officers responded to the Trahan Building of Legacy Park Apartments in 
regards to a party occurring at an apartment and intoxicated individuals. 
The resident occupant was identified as well as all other persons present 
in the apartment. Student individuals were referred to Student Rights and 
Responsibilities at 11:36 p.m.

August 25
l  Officers responded to Legacy Park Apartments Roy Hall in reference to an 
intoxicated student. The student was transported by Acadian Ambulance to 
Lafayette General Hospital for treatment at 2:04 a.m.

Incoming freshmen talk 
upcoming school year
Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
held its New Student Convocation in the 
Cajundome on Thursday, Aug. 22. 

The Convocation was one of the 
many events held this week to welcome 
freshmen to campus and ease their 
entrance into the coming school year.

The event began with an introduction 
to the many colleges at the university, 
honoring the deans of each college and 
the incoming students. 

Several speakers presented at the event, 
sharing their experiences and advice with 
the freshmen in an effort to aid them in 
their adjustment to college life.

“I’m really excited about just going to 
college, you know? Just living the college 
life,” Trent Scout said, a Baton Rouge 
native majoring in industrial design. “I’m 
excited for my classes. I think they’ll be 
really interesting.”

As Scout thought about his future at 
the university, he joked a bit.

“I’m also excited for parties,” Scout 
said, laughing. “But I know that’s not the 
main thing.”

Returning to a more serious demeanor, 
he mentioned a few of his fears.

“I’m mostly worried about studying, 
some of the classes, and stuff like that,” 
he said.

Garrett Cook, an architectural design 
major, echoed Scout’s excitement for the 
coming semester.

“I think it’s cool to meet new people,” 
Cook said. “Just people that are 
completely different from me because I’m 
moving from a different area, so I think it 
will be cool to meet people from a totally 

different background.” 
Cook, who is from Prairieville, also 

shared some anxieties he had about his 
future college experience.

“As far as fears, I mean obviously I fear 
like procrastinating like every student 
does, but I’m not too worried about 
it because I know everybody is going 
through the same thing,” said Cook, 
calling on a unity he feels with his fellow 
students.

With college being a time of change for 
many students, one student shared her 
hopes for the coming school year.

“I’m most excited about just trying to 
find who I am, just being independent 
away from Baton Rouge, my hometown, 
and my parents, just finding what matters 
most to me, where I fit in, and what’s like 
my calling” Casey Jones, a biology major, 
said.

Jones explained her plans to get 
involved on campus so she may better 
achieve her goals.

“I was thinking about maybe joining 
a sorority, and joining BCM or UPC,” 
Jones said.  “From what I’ve seen so 
far — everything that they’ve done for 
us — I feel like, you know, I could be a 
part of that movement helping incoming 
freshmen like they did for us.”

Jones also reminisced about what 
aspects originally drew her to UL 
Lafayette.

“My junior year I was touring a lot 
of different places, going to Nicholls, 
Northwestern and LSU,” Jones said. “But 
when I stepped on UL Lafayette’s campus, 
I’m the type of person that values the 
scenery and the feeling more than 
anything else. I felt like I belonged here 
when I walked on campus.”



THE VERMILION   |   AUGUST 28, 2019   3

John Roman
MANAGING EDITOR

The 2019 Louisiana primary 
gubernatorial elections, or the election 
for the governor’s office, will occur on 
Oct. 12, 2019, and candidates are just 
getting started with their campaigns.

Qualifying ended Aug. 8, and there is 
a grand total of nine candidates — three 
democrats, five Republican and one 
independent. Qualifying for other races, 
such as attorney general, agricultural 
commissioner, secretary of state and 
lieutenant governor, ended on the same 
date.

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
political science professor Christie 
Maloyed, Ph.D., said, although the 
gubernatorial race will be the most 
competitive on this ballot, she believes it 
is more critical now than ever that people 
pay attention to all that is on their ballot.

“People need to pay attention, because 
there is so many things on the ballot,” 
Maloyed said. “This is the most we’ve 
ever had on the ballot on an off-year 
cycle … I think my main concern is 
people don’t realize there’s an election 
coming and just how much is going to be 
on that ballot.”

Maloyed also stressed that, as of last 
year, the office of the secretary of state 
began purging voter rolls, meaning 
anyone appearing on the voter lists twice, 
if they were to move for example, they 
were removed from the list entirely. 
Maloyed estimated “at least 30–40%” of 
her students who had previously voted 
were no longer registered.

Two University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette students, Kylan Dupre and Jesse 
Huval, said they are mostly following the 
campaign of “Eddie” Rispone as he runs 
for governor, because his policies are in 
line with their conservative viewpoints.

“He’s a Republican candidate, and he’s 
anti-abortion and pro-jobs,” Dupre said. 
“And my dad works in the oil field, so I’m 
always looking for someone who kind 
of advocates for the oil field a little bit. 
Not like that’s the only thing that they 
focus on, but I like that because when 
the oil field’s down, it’s really down. And 
everyone else benefits because gas prices 
are down, but families suffer.”

The two students named gun control 
and immigration as other issues they 
were concerned with, Huval adding he 
hopes to see more discussion on foreign 
policy at all levels of government. Dupre 
also said that, although she herself is anti-
abortion, she would like to see greater 
and easier access to birth control and 
adoption.

“You can’t fight against one option 
but not give other options or make 
other options easier,” Dupre said. “I 
think it (birth control) needs to be more 
accessible.”

Louisiana as a state tends to vote more 
conservative, meaning Dupre and Huval’s 
concerns are shared with other Louisiana 
citizens, but there are other issues beyond 
those they named.

Pearson Cross, Ph.D., a political 
science  professor at UL Lafayette, said 
he thinks the top issues for the parish are 
taxes, jobs, the economy and drainage. 
He also named one race, beyond the race 
for governor, being particularly impactful 
on UL students:

“The race for legislature; every 
legislative seat is up for reelection, in the 
(Louisiana) House and Senate,” Cross 
said. “And those seats are going to be very 
important for higher education, for state 
budgeting, for the business climate, for 
taxes, things like that.”

Cross added he found it interesting 
that there are five people running for 
commissioner of agriculture and forestry. 
He also said he expects the race for the 
secretary of state and treasurer to be 
fairly heated.

“The main thing about this election is 
there’s so much on the ballot that people 
really need to take extra steps to try to 
acquaint themselves with what they’re 
going to be asked to vote on,” Cross said. 

“The Lafayette League of Women 
Voters website has a lot of great 
information on all of the elections and 
all of the candidates … so that’s a great 
resource. Another thing is we’re (UL 
Lafayette students) going to have some 
opportunities in the near future to see the 
candidates themselves.”

According to Cross, there will be a 
gubernatorial forum Sept. 26 in Angelle 
Hall, giving students the opportunity to 
go out and see the popular candidates at 
that time and form a decision on who to 
support from there. 

Maloyed also recommended the 
GeauxVote app for students to check 
whether they’re on the voter lists as well 
as what will appear on their ballot.

“Just beg people to get involved and 
pay attention,” Maloyed added.

UPC event
welcomes 
freshman 
to Lafayette
Amelia Jennings
NEWS WRITER

On Wednesday, Aug. 21, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette held Kneaux 
Lafayette in the Student Union. 

The event was organized by the 
University Program Council (UPC) 
and consisted of groups from all over 
Lafayette. The marketing director for 
UPC, Tyler Batiste, explained that 
Kneaux Lafayette was a new event to help 
students learn the culture of Lafayette.

“It’s just to get the Freshman 
acclimated with the culture of Lafayette 
and showing them that Lafayette is a very 
unique place with a lot of unique people 
and different things to do,” Batiste said.

Lore Linton, the service director for 
The Children’s Museum of Acadiana, 
explained that volunteers are necessary 
for the Museum to function at its highest 
capacity.

“As the Children’s Museum of 
Louisiana, we’re guided more toward 
kids and learning experiences for the 
children, but we’re also always in need 
of volunteers. So, reaching out to college 
students is always so important because 
they need service hours and we need 
help.”

Evan Daniels, the marketing director 
of The Acadiana Center for the Arts, the 
regional arts’ council for Lafayette, was 
also at the event. He wanted to allow 
the art community a chance to grow on 
campus. 

“I just want to build awareness and 
show students, especially in the arts 
side, that they have an advocate in 
the community. Someone who wants 
to support them with funding, with 
opportunities to grow in their career, and 
the professional side as well,” Daniels 
said.

A few of the booths at Kneaux 
Lafayette were environmentalist groups, 
such as the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and The 
Bayou Vermilion District. 

The LDWF booth displayed pelts, an 
alligator skull, and baby alligators to 
pet. There was a matching game at the 
booth to help students learn to identify 
the different animals in the wild as well. 
Jennifer Manuel intended to allow the 
students to become more familiar with 
their surroundings on campus.

“We’re hoping to educate the students 
about the alligators y’all have in the 
pond. So they’ve had some issues in the 
past with some of the students feeding 
the alligators, and that created a safety 
problem. In addition to coming here and 
educating the students on alligators, we 
want to also educate students about some 
of the local wildlife,” Manuel said.

The Bayou Vermilion District is 
a governmental and environmental 
organization that tries to protect the 
Vermilion River. Charissa Helluin, 
the director of outreach at The Bayou 
Vermilion District explained that they 
intended to use Kneaux Lafayette to bring 
awareness to an annual event that they 
hold to clean the river.

“We have like a party on the river to 
take the litter out of the Bayou. We test 
the Bayou’s water quality, and we tell 
people to come on out and see what we 
do. I invite everyone to come out and see 
our efforts,” Helluin said.

Downtown Unlimited and The 
Downtown Public Library of Lafayette 
were also in attendance. 

Downtown Unlimited is an 
organization that hosts events and leads 
“Downtown Alive.” Maureen Dugas-
Foster, director of Downtown Lafayette 
Unlimited, said that she hoped that 
Kneaux Lafayette would encourage 
students to visit their community.

“Downtown Lafayette is really 
hoping to bridge a gap between UL 
and downtown. We’d love to see more 
pedestrians walking around from the 
campus. I’m here for connectivity.” 
Dugas-Foster said.

 The Downtown Public Library, on 
the other hand, led by librarian Sterling 
Birdwell  wanted college students to 
understand that libraries are still relevant. 

“It’s a way to get the word out. There’s 
this idea that libraries are kind of old-
fashioned, and they are obsolete and out 
of date.” Birdwell said. “We have new 
things to offer people of all ages, for all 
categories, whether they’re looking for 
something to craft, or they’re looking for 
something to read.”

Graphic by Cole Broussard

UL students, faculty share concerns, 
impressions on October elections

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

Former Ragin’ Cajun cornerback, 
Sean Thomas, 26, died July 17 in an 
automobile accident in St. Thomas 
Parish. Louisiana State Police reported 
that the crash happened on Louisiana 
Highway 61, South of Interstate 10. 

According to the State Police report:
“The initial investigation revealed 

Thomas was traveling in the left 
southbound lane of US Hwy 61 in a 2014 
Ford E-450 box truck.”

 The report goes on to say, “At the same 
time, the driver of a 2011 Kenworth 
tractor-trailer was making a U-turn from 
the left southbound lane of US Hwy 61 to 
travel northbound, according to the State 
Police Report. For unknown reasons, 
Thomas’ Ford struck the rear of the 
tractor-trailer.”

Thomas was a native of New Orleans, 
where he attended St. Augustine High 
School. He followed in the footsteps of 
his father, Quinton Thomas, who was 
a former Ragin’ Cajun defensive end/
outside linebacker, and chose to attend 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

Thomas’s Louisiana career started with 
a place on special teams as a freshman in 
2011, he contributed to eight of the nine 
games played. Thomas progressed in the 
2012 season as a reserve cornerback and 
accompanied special teams while playing 
in 13 games. 

Former Ragin’ Cajun Football Head 
Coach Mark Hudspeth, now the head 
coach of Austin Peay State University in 
Tennessee, had the privilege of coaching 

Thomas and took to Twitter to send his 
condolences. 

“Nothing hurts worse than losing 
one of your kids, Sean was loved by 
everyone and was a great player, person, 
and an ambassador for the University of 
Louisiana.” 

“Prayers to the Thomas family and his 
many teammates. #rip #waytoosoon”

 During Thomas’s junior season, 
Thomas started at free safety for 12 of the 
13 games. Finishing third on the team 
with 65 tackles, two interceptions against 
Tulane, and 13 tackles in his first career 
start against Arkansas. 

As other players sent their respects, 
former Louisiana running back and now 
Ragin’ Cajun defensive assistant Effrem 
Reed, went to Twitter to recognize his 
former player.

“Nothing hurts worse than 
losing one of your kids...”
“Rest in heaven prime.” Reed said. 

“You’ll be missed, my brother. God 
gained a real one. Love you always.” 

Regarded as a great young man also 
had the privilege to wear the number 
42 in honor of former Ragin’ Cajun 
and Minnesota Vikings defensive back 
Orlando Thomas who died battling 
ALS. Thomas finished his senior season 
playing in all 13 games with 43 tackles 
and one interception. 

The official Louisiana football Twitter 
account also sent their condolences, “Rest 
in peace 24, you will be missed.” 

Thomas ended his career with the 

Ragin’ Cajuns by playing in a total of 48 
games from 2011-2014 and winning four 
New Orleans Bowl Championships with 
Louisiana. 

Nicholls head coach Tim Rebowe 
coached Thomas during his time with the 
Cajuns as the secondary coach. Rebowe 
commented on the character of the 
former Louisiana player, affirming that 
Thomas was a special young man. 

“I feel for his family,” said Rebowe, “He 
is, he was, a great young man. His mother 
and his father were fantastic, and his two 
sisters, and to lose him at a young age is 
just a tragedy and a sad day.”

Thomas was laid to rest with his family 
and friends in attendance on July 27 at 
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church in 
Vacherie, Louisiana. 

Football coaches, players mourn 
loss of former player Sean Thomas

Photo via Sean Thomas’ Obituary

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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The Ragin’ Cajun football team started 
fall camp in a normal fashion. Louisiana 
Head Coach Billy Napier and his players 
started the camp with a detailed schedule: 
meetings, practice, repeat. But during 
a regular meeting on August 12, 2019, 
sophomore walk-on running back, TJ 
Wisham received a deserving surprise. 

As the Louisiana football team 
gathered to begin their meeting with 
Walk-Ons founder and CEO, Brandon 
Landry. Assuming the meeting was 
going to go as scheduled, Landry started 
by asking all the walk-ons to stand up. 
Ready to take notes on the guest speaker, 
Wisham closed the notebook in his hand 
stood up alongside the other walk-ons 
not knowing what was next. Landry 
asked for a volunteer with a chosen 
player already in his mind.

Not knowing that his selection was 
predestined, Wisham made his way to the 
front. Landry asked for Wisham’s name 
and proceeded to impart some wisdom to 
the Louisiana running back, which would 
then become Wisham’s reality. 

“Keep your head down, keep grinding 
because you never know when things can 
change every day, right?” Landry said. 
“Just like today, things are changing for 
you.” 

As the tone of Laundry switched, 
Wisham started to realize something 
special was going on. With a No. 23 
Louisiana jersey in hand, the room 
erupted with screams as Wisham was 
awarded a scholarship. 

Surrounded by his teammates, the 
emotions of gratitude swept over 
Wisham as he shouted in happiness over 
a moment he has been striving for 406 
days exactly to the date. Tears streamed 
down his face as his parents, sister, and 
brother walked into the meeting room 
to embrace their son on his newfound 
accomplishment. 

“For two seconds I just stood still, it 
was exciting and it was a moment I didn’t 
expect,” Wisham said.

Wisham started his career at Episcopal 
High School. A Baton Rouge native, 

Wisham was awarded a two-time All-
State linebacker and All-District first-
team honors. 

In addition to being named district 
offensive MVP and All-Metro running 
back, Wisham was named Sports line 
Player of the Year. Wisham began his 
collegiate career as a running back for the 
U.S. Military Academy.

As a true freshman, Wisham decided 
that it was time to part ways with Army 
and embark on a new chapter with a new 
team. 

On July 2, 2018, Wisham began his 
first day as a Ragin’ Cajun. Embracing 
the culture, Wisham knew the journey to 
the top of the running back depth chart 
would be tough, but the 5-foot-10, 220 
pounds running back was ready for the 
challenge. 

Wisham describes himself as a tough 
running back that is hard to tackle and 
is ready to stick his nose into any play 
to protect his quarterback and other 
players. Coupled with his running ability, 
Wisham is confident in his ability to 
understand the flow of the offense in 
game-time situations. Taking pride in his 
toughness and grit, the running back core 
for Louisiana also takes pride in their 
“room” where they discuss and evaluate 
everything amongst the core. 

“In the room, I am an assignment 
sound guy, I like to know everything. The 
ins and outs of all the plays,” Wisham 
said. “So, if coaches decide to plug 
me in I know everything and I can do 
everything. I want them to not doubt if 
they call my name that I will go out and 
make some plays.”

But this year the “room” has decided 
to add something to embody their 
game-changing attributes. For the 2019 
season, the group now refers to it as the 
“showroom” and Wishman is ignited to 
continue doing the right things for his 
team no matter the position. Wisham will 
be a part of the scout team with kickoff 
return, kickoff, and punt block team. And 
Coach Napier is not shying away from 
the fact that if Wisham is called upon, he 
will perform. 

“T.J. is very deserving,” Napier said. 
“He’s not only a heck of a football player 

but also an upstanding 
young man and an 
outstanding student. 
We’re excited for his 
family.”

As the middle child 
of seven, Wisham 
is motivated to stay 
loyal to the process 
because of his family. 
Reminiscing on the fact 
they have been there 
throughout his difficult 
journey from walk-
on to a scholarship 
player. Wisham looks 
to dedicate every rep, 
practice, and game to 
them. 

“It came down to 
the type of person I 
try to be. I believe God 
places us here on a 
team in front of people 
to be an inspiration to 
other people. I have 3 
younger brothers and I 
try to be an inspiration 
to them and I know 
younger kids are 
watching us,” Wisham 
said. “They might see the 
game day on Saturday but 
they don’t see the Monday 
through Friday grind. And that’s part of 
it, if you don’t do the Monday through 
Friday then Saturday won’t go too well.” 

Alongside his on fieldwork ethic, 
his off the field aspirations are just as 
commendable. Wisham is an Industrial 
Technology major looking to open his 
engineering. With his firm, he wants 
to contract with plants to work on the 
efficiency of their machines. 

Wisham’s desire to be a well-rounded 
student-athlete is something he credits 
Coach Napier for influencing. Because 
of his meticulous detail to the operations 
of football, Louisiana running back 
comparing Coach Napier as an architect 
that is building something from the 
ground up. As the architect, Coach 
Napier is entrusting his players that 
are the builders to execute the finished 

product. And with that trust Wisham 
believes it pushes his level of play every 
practice. 

“When a coach puts you on a 
scholarship he knows the work you’ve 
done but he also expects even more. 
I feel like all the coaches they watch 
practice and expect a level of play from 
me and that pushes me even harder. 
The scholarship is one thing but to be 
able to perform and help the team out is 
another.”

Now, Wisham is looking to execute 
another operation. It has been a year 
since Wisham has suited up for a college 
game day. And he is eager to put on his 
Ragin’ Cajun jersey on August 31, 2019, 
as Louisiana will be facing Mississippi 
State in New Orleans for their Season 
Opener.

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
football team looks to build off a strong 
debut in 2018 for head coach Billy Napier 
when they open the 2019 season on 
Saturday, Aug. 31 against the Mississippi 
State Bulldogs in the Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome.

The three-year drought of seasons 
ending with losing records and no 
postseason play for the Ragin’ Cajuns 
concluded in 2018 with a Sun Belt West 
Division Championship, an appearance 
in the AutoNation Cure Bowl, and a 
7-7 overall record. With all of these 
accomplishments, there is hope for 
continued success in Napier’s second 
season as head coach.

According to the 2019 Sun Belt 
Football Coaches’ Preseason Poll, 
Louisiana is picked to win the Sun Belt 
West Division for the second straight 
year.

One of the expected keys for success 
for Louisiana in 2019 is the return of 
a strong rushing attack led by three 
running backs: redshirt junior Trey 
Ragas, junior Elijah Mitchell and senior 
Raymond Calais. The three players 
combined for 2,912 rushing yards on 
433 carries with 28 touchdowns in 2018, 
leading one of the best rushing offenses 
in the country.

With the graduation of senior 
quarterback Andre Nunez, junior Levi 
Lewis is expected to lead the Louisiana 
offense that averaged 31.9 points per 
game in 2018. Lewis played in all 
14 games in his sophomore season, 
completing 37 of his 59 passing attempts 
for 585 yards, seven touchdowns, and 
two interceptions.

Also returning to the offense this 
season is 2018 leading receiver senior 
Ja’Marcus Bradley, who caught 40 passes 
for 608 yards and 10 touchdowns. With 

these key players returning on offense, 
Louisiana should score plenty of points 
in 2019.

The Ragin’ Cajuns defense experienced 
good performances sporadically 
throughout the 2018 season, but they got 
stronger toward the end of the season 
with some of their best games coming in 
losses on the road against the top teams 
of the Sun Belt, including two tough 
games against 2018 Sun Belt Champion 
Appalachian State. 

In total, the defense allowed 34.2 
points per game in 2018, down from 
the 40 points per game they allowed in 
2017. The team returns senior linebacker 
Jacques Boudreaux who led the defense 
in total tackles with 93 in 2018. 

The defensive line should be a strength 
for the Ragin’ Cajuns in 2019. They 
return redshirt sophomore defensive 
tackle Zi’Yon Hill, senior defensive end 
Bennie Higgins, who was second on the 
2018 team in sacks with four, and 2017 
All-Third Team Sun Belt linebacker Joe 
Dillon who missed the 2018 season due 
to injury.

The Ragin’ Cajuns open the 2019 
season with four nonconference 
matchups starting with Mississippi State 
before getting into the eight-game Sun 
Belt schedule.

Mississippi State is coming off of an 
8-5 season in the SEC in head coach Joe 
Moorhead’s first season with the team. 
The Bulldogs lost three key defensive 

players in the first round of the 2019 NFL 
Draft and will start a new quarterback in 
2019 after 2018 starter Nick Fitzgerald 
graduated. 

Louisiana and Mississippi State met in 
week two of the 2018 season in Starkville, 
Mississippi. An overmatched Ragin’ 
Cajuns defense struggled, giving up 607 
total yards and 49 unanswered points 
after Louisiana scored the first three 
points of the game. The Bulldogs went on 
to beat the Ragin’ Cajuns 56-10, giving 
Louisiana their first loss of the year.

Louisiana’s return to the postseason in 
2018 combined with plenty of returning 
talent has the team going into 2019 with 
high expectations.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Louisiana running back receives scholarship 
for trusting the process and setting standards

Ragin’ Cajuns football looking to 
build off of high expectations

Sports
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Life changed for Ragin’ Cajun senior 
defensive end, Bennie Higgins, on August 
15, 2019, when Higgins received a phone 
call during a meeting that his house was 
on fire. 

Higgins’ fiancé and two children 
survived the fire but lost all their 
belongings. 

“It’s been a real bad experience,” 
Higgins said. “I’m just trying to stay 
focused, focus on the things I’ve got to 
focus on. It’s been hard, noticing that I 
don’t have a house. It’s been very hard. 
Just as long as my family is safe and 
nothing happened to them, I’m kind of 
grateful.

In the home during the time, Higgins 
said his godparents were also present 
during the fire but was unharmed. 

“I was thinking of a lot of bad things at 
the time, because I do have a lot of things 
in my house — things that are worth 
something to me like pictures, my kids’ 
clothes, my son’s first shoes, all his toys 
and stuff I wanted to keep,” he said. “At 
the same time, I can’t be mad because my 
family’s safe. That’s the main thing.”

A Greenwood, Mississippi native and 
the second leading returning tackler for 
the Ragin’ Cajuns, Higgins is grateful for 
the outpouring of help from the Lafayette 
community in this devastating time for 
him and his family. He also thanked 
Coach Napier and his coaching staff for 
making it their top priority to ensure his 
safety. 

“In this community,  
people will give you the shirt 
off their back...”

“It is a lot,” Higgins said. “I’m just 
trying to stay focused. The fire is the 
last thing on my mind. I know coach 
Wingerter and coach Napier and them 
got my back. They’re not going to let 
me just hang and let me be poor. This 
community has been doing a lot for me. 
A lot of nice people have been coming up 
to me and asking me do I need this, do I 
need that.”

“I’m just trying to stay positive and stay 
focused on football and let the process 

work on its own.” Higgins said.
Coach Napier explained that the 

community rallied around Higgins 
because of the person and teammate that 
he is every day. 

“It’s because the type of person he 
is and the type of teammate that he 
is. The character that he’s showed, the 
consistency and the type of person he is,” 
Napier said. 

The university has has assisted Higgins 
and his family with the NCAA Student 
Assistance Fund, along with setting up 
a GoFundMe account that is in Cajun 
Compliance. 

“I think it’s a tribute to our community, 
the type of people that we have here. 
We oftentimes say we want to be a team 
that reflects our community. In this 
community, people will give you the shirt 
off their back and that’s certainly what’s 
happened.”

“If anybody knows Bennie, he’s got 
a great heart,” Napier said. “He’s just a 
terrific person. Guy got his education, 
got his degree. He’s had quite a journey. 
Tremendous family and a guy who really 
goes about his business the right way. He 
played last year with some injuries. He 
showed tremendous toughness.”

Higgins spoke with ESPN 1420 
reporter Scott Prather on his childhood 

and the impact of how football has 
helped him understand the responsibility 
and igniting a transformation in him 
from a boy to a man. Crediting football 
for teaching him the proper way to 
handle adversity and difficult situations, 
such as this one. 

“I feel like football and school, in 
general, is really important,” Higgins 
said. “I come from a bad city, a bad state, 
and I can say it got me from living out 
the house with my mom and getting me 
to come here and grew me more as a 
person. It’s a lot of responsibility and the 
coaches push it into your head that it is a 
lot of responsibility and that you have to 
work hard, it is a serious game.”

Wanting to carry the lessons he’s 
learned onto his 3-year-old son and 
6-month-old daughter, Higgins is 
determined to display a positive mindset 
in front of his children. Even though his 
daughter may not understand the severity 
of the moment, Higgins is hopeful that 
his son will remember how his father 
handled difficult situations. He wants to 
show them that when things start to get 
tough that you must become tougher 
because that is the only way you will be 
able to conquer it. 

“I don’t want for kids to see me down,” 
Higgins said. “I don’t want my kids to see 
me crying and whining. I haven’t seen 

Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball meets 
with fans, prepare for season
Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

Although the season for the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team has not 
officially started yet, there has been a 
lot of positive momentum for the team 
already. 

Every year the Sun Belt Conference 
names members of the Preseason All-
Conference Sun Belt team. This year the 
SBC selected Louisiana’s Hali Wisnoskie. 

This is not a first-time feat for 
Wisnoskie, a junior outside hitter. 
She represented Louisiana on the list 
last season and was named the SBC 
Freshman of the Year in 2017. She is a 
force to be reckoned with, having led 
Louisiana in kills per set each of the past 
two seasons. 

The announcement was made on Aug. 
6 and soon after, Louisiana ended their 
first week of preseason camp, as well as 
competing in the Vermilion versus White 
scrimmage. 

Held on Aug. 17 at Earl K. Long Gym, 
the scrimmage was split between two 
halves of the Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball 
team. The matchup between team 
Vermilion and team White was a three-
set match, which saw Vermilion take the 
3-0 win. 

Once again Wisnoskie proved herself. 
She led with a match-high 21 kills and 
a .327 hitting percentage. She was aided 
by Avery Breaux, a junior setter, who 
handed out 25 assists for Vermilion. 

After the match, fans were able to meet 
with players and Head Coach Heather 
Mazeitis- Fontenot, who is entering her 
12th season in the position. If fans were 
unable to attend the first look at the team, 
there was another opportunity. 

On Aug. 18, Louisiana participated 
in Fan Day activities at the Cajundome 
Convention Center. 

Following the scrimmage and Fan 
Day, Louisiana traveled for an exhibition 
match. They played against Houston 
Baptist on Aug. 24, for their first non-
domain competition. 

The Cajuns bested Houston Baptist, 
winning the match 3-2. Once the Cajuns 

had their push in the third set, there was 
no stopping the win. Louisiana won the 
match from the last three sets after losing 
the first two. 

The hard-fought win can be attributed 
to great play from players Dree’Ana 
Abram, Celeste Darling, Milayne Danna 
and Breaux. 

Abram, a senior middle blocker, had 11 
kills on 19 swings. Darling, a freshman 
outside and right-side hitter, added 12 
kills and four blocks, one of which was 
the deciding factor in one of the sets. 

Wearing the libero jersey, sophomore 
setter Danna had a match-high 21 digs. 
Breaux also had her fair share of digs 
adding up to 14, along with 39 assists. 

The teamwork of the Ragin’ Cajuns 
proved evident. 

The official season starts on Friday, 
Aug. 30. Louisiana will compete in the 
DoubleTree Classic Tournament held at 
Earl K. Long Gym in Lafayette. 

Louisiana’s first opponents will be 
Incarnate World at 1:30 p.m., followed 
by a match against UTEP later on at 6:30 
p.m. and a match Saturday at 12:30 p.m. 
versus Tulane. 

Admission for the tournament and 
the entire season will be free. Be on 
the lookout for players like Wisnoskie, 
Breaux, Abram and more this season. 

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Senior Milaynē Danna serves the ball as the Ragin Cajuns face University of Louisiana at 
Monroe Warhawks at home on Friday, Nov. 2, 2018.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Ragin’ Cajuns football team at 2019 fall camp scrimmage in Leon Moncla 
Indoor Practice Facility.

Despite misfortune, defensive 
end stays devoted to team

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

Two Louisiana baseball players have 
been improving their game this offseason 
with the summer collegiate baseball 
league as members of the Acadiana Cane 
Cutters. 

Louisiana baseball players Tremaine 
Spears and Alex Hannie are ready to take 
their summer development on the road 
to Omaha with new Louisiana Baseball 
Head Coach Matt Deggs and the Ragin’ 
Cajuns. 

Spears is a junior outfielder/runner 
and a native of Pineville, Louisiana. He 
started as a true freshman for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, playing in 14 games, including 
two starts as a designated hitter. In his 
sophomore season, he appeared in eight 
games with two starts and accomplished 
a season-high four at-bats against Wright 
State in the season opener. 

Spears has contributed to the Cane 
Cutters by batting .255 with five home 
runs and 17 RBI’s. One of the major 
improvements for Spears is his defense 
and increasing ability to run the bases. 
The Louisiana Outfielder is using the 
summer to engage more into a leadership 
role for the upcoming season for the 
Ragin’ Cajuns. 

“I learned how to lead this summer,” 
Spears said. “My role here as being one of 
the older guys is trying to get everyone 
together, so we can learn how to get going 
together and play as a team. I feel the first 
half we didn’t do that very well and I feel 
we are starting to do that now.”

Alex Hannie, a St. Thomas More 
High School graduate, is an outfielder/
left-hand pitcher for the Ragin’ Cajuns. 
During his time at St. Thomas More, 
Hannie was a four-year letter winner 
and earned all-state and all-district and 
contributed to the Cougars 2015 state 
championship title. 

Hannie did not make an appearance in 
the 2018 season for the Ragin’ Cajuns but 
is not dwelling on the lack of play time 
he encountered. Instead, the Louisiana 
outfielder is looking to prepare for the 
upcoming season by taking advantage of 
his time with the Cane Cutters. 

“It feels good to be a part of the 
organization and this summer league; 
you get to build relationships with new 
guys from around the country,” Hannie 
said.

The Louisiana sophomore attributes 
his developed confidence and ability 
to compete at a high level every day to 
the summer league. Hannie is currently 
batting .275 with four RBI’s for the Cane 
Cutters. 

Both Louisiana teammates are enjoying 
being able to accompany each other 
during the summer season. Hannie 
gave credit to Spears for being the main 
person to keep him going on the team. 
While Spears says his best moment was 
watching teammate Hannie catch a ball 
over the fence.

The Cane Cutters finished their season 
17-13 with a 6-4 record for the second 
half of the season.

Two Cajuns
step up 
their game 
over break

them in about two weeks, but I’m just 
going to keep working and hopefully get 
back on my feet and get a place to stay so 
I can get them back to me.”

While Higgins is recovering financially 
his two children are residing in his 
hometown of Greenwood, Mississippi 
with the Higgins family. 

“I just don’t want to show my son, 
oh something big happened so it’s time 
to cry. I want to teach him how to be a 
man.”

Despite Higgin’s unexpected 
misfortune. His focus remains on the 
upcoming season for Higgins and his 
fellow Louisiana teammates. The 6-foot 
280 pound senior is mentally prepared 
to channel his attention onto the football 
field in the wake of this tragedy. The 
Louisiana defensive linemen started 
all 14 games in the 2018 season and 
recorded 4.5 sacks and 7.5 tackles for 
loss, making him second on the team in 
both categories. 

Looking to pick up where he left off 
last season, Higgins has one goal in mind 
for the Ragin’ Cajun team and is centered 
on accomplishing that with vengeance 
from last year’s conference loss against 
Appalachian State. 

“The main thing is to win the Sunbelt 
championship,” Higgins said. “I want to 
go undefeated, I don’t really want to lose 
any games. To get this team back to a 
conference championship and win it.”
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Before you read this, I want you to tune 
into the local radio station. No, seriously- 
tune in. What do you hear? Pop? Rap? 
R&B? No matter what you hear, it most 
likely won’t be rock. Over time, our 
generation has phased out rock, metal, 
punk and other guitar-driven genres of 
music in the mainstream. 

Of course, you’ll find a spattering of 
Cage the Elephant here and some Greta 
van Fleet there, but head-bangy sick licks 
have become increasingly hard to find. 
This has happened for a variety of reasons 
and I believe the answer is much more 
complicated than just “people’s tastes 
change.” 

The two main reasons that rock has 
fallen out of the limelight are that it’s 
easier to sing or rap along with a song 
that is more lyrically dense and that other 
genres can simply be more catchy.

Music at its core is a kind of expression. 
It crosses cultural, racial, political and 
even physical boundaries between 
people, as does any type of art. However, 
unlike physical types of media, music has 
rhythm and human voice on its side. A 
beautiful voice is a beautiful voice, and 
anyone can recognize that. 

Personally, I’ll occasionally listen to 
music in Portuguese or Spanish just 
because I think a particular singer’s voice 
is beautiful or is nothing like I’ve ever 
heard before. I might not have a clue 
what they’re talking about, but delivery is 
key and the human voice is an excellent 
vehicle for emotion. 

Rap and R&B, often but not always, 
have more lyrics compared to rock, punk, 
or metal. In a rock song, there is often an 
instrumental to accompany the singer at 
every step of the song. The instrumental 
and vocals are meant to complement and 
play off of each other, but it is undeniable 
that the instrumental often takes some of 
the spotlight off of the vocalist. 

Pop, R&B, and especially rap gives this 
spotlight back to the singer. There are 
often more opportunities to sing along 
with it, which is more engaging for the 
listener. The more people can engage with 
the music, the more people will gravitate 
towards it. 

This is not to say that people don’t sing 
along with rock, punk, or even metal. It 
feels good to know the lyrics and sing 
along to a song, regardless of the genre. 
R&B, pop, and especially rap just provide 
more of a platform to do so.

One of the only things that might be 
more universal than the human voice is 
rhythm. Rhythm is incredible because 
every single person can tap their foot to 
the beat of a song. Lyrics, instruments, 
and temperament vary depending on 
where you go in the world, but the same 
1-2-3-4, 1-2-3-4, 1-2-3-4 and 1-2-3, 1-2-
3, 1-2-3 time signatures exist everywhere. 

Nearly every single popular rap, 
R&B, and pop song utilizes the 3/4 or 
4/4 time signatures and often makes it 
obvious with a strong thumping beat. The 
consistency of the flow of songs in the 
current state of rap, R&B and pop allows 
for more people to find the beat which is 
key for getting as many people as possible 
to listen. 

This consistent and arguably 
predictable beat helps to make these 
songs catchy. The catchier the song, the 
more people will find it, the more people 
will sing it, and the more it will grow. 

Rap, R&B, and pop have stormed the 

scene to replace rock and with good 
reason. They bring new talent with 
incredible lyricism that begs you to sing 
along. The sticky hooks and bars stay 
glued to your brain and beg for your 
attention and dare you to listen to more. 
With this in mind, it’s easy to say that 
rock has fallen. It isn’t dead; rock can 
never die. It’s just been shoved to the side.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

POP CULTURE

From Van Halen to Lil Nas X: 
How rap changed the game

Football
   Compiled by Andre Bourgeois

Aug 31 

vs

Sept 7 

MISSISSIPPI STATE
NEW ORLEANS ,  LA

vs LIBERTY
LAFAYETTE, LA 

Sept 14

vs TEXAS SOUTHERN
LAFAYETTE, LA 

Sep 21 OHIO ATHENS, OHIO 

Sep 28 GEORGIA SOUTHERN STATESBORO, GA 

Oct 9

vs APPALACHIAN STATE
LAFAYETTE, LA

Oct 17 ARKANSAS STATE JONESBORO, AR

Nov 2

vs TEXAS STATE
LAFAYETTE, LA

Nov 7 COASTAL CAROLINA CONWAY, SC

Nov 16 SOUTH ALABAMA MOBILE, AL

Nov 23 

vs TROY
LAFAYETTE, LA

Nov 30

vs ULM
LAFAYETTE, LA

AWAY
AWAY

AWAY

AWAY
AWAY

wednesday

saturday

saturday

saturday

saturday

saturday

saturday

Volleyball
   Compiled by Andre Bourgeois

vs

Aug 30 

INCARNATE WORD
LAFAYETTE, LA

vs UTEP
LAFAYETTE, LA 

Aug 31

vs TULANE
LAFAYETTE, LA 

saturday

friday

friday

Sep 6 

vs MCNEESE
LAFAYETTE, LA 

Sep 6

vs EASTERN MICHIGAN
LAFAYETTE, LA 

friday

friday

Sep 7 

vs FLORIDA A&M
LAFAYETTE, LA 

saturday

Sep 10 

vs SOUTHERN MISS
LAFAYETTE, LA 

tuesday

Aug 30 

Sep 13 ARIZONA STATE NORMAN, OK
Sep 13 GEORGIA TECH NORMAN, OKAWAY

AWAY

Sep 14 OKLAHOMA NORMAN, OKAWAY

...AND 19 MORE GAMES.

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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After 16 long, nerdy years, the popular 
anime convention MechaCon is shutting 
its doors for the final time. 

According to a news release found 
on the official MechaCon website, the 
closure can’t be pinned down to one 
specific reason; however, one listed 
cause reads “changes in the overall fan 
convention landscape.”

“When we first decided to do this show 
in 2004, there was little to no convention 
presence for anime fans in the whole of 
Louisiana, so we set out to fill that void 
and put Louisiana’s fan community on 
the map,” the release says. “Now, in 2019 
... we feel that original mission has been 
accomplished.”

MechaCon held a special place in my 
heart. Not only was it one of the first 
conventions I ever attended, but it also 
had many things that other Louisiana 
conventions didn’t quite manage to do on 
the same level. For instance, MechaCon 
is held at the Hyatt Regency New Orleans 
hotel, which has a lot of space and fast 
glass elevators. There are plenty of great 
places to take cosplay pictures, a nice 
pool, and even an arcade with Japanese 
arcade games. The dealer’s room and 

artist alley (the spaces where con-goers 
who apply can sell their items) were also 
huge. 

The dealer’s room and artist alley are 
also the two places where all the gay 
merchandise can be found.

With each passing con, I’ve noticed 
more and more sellers with LGBT 
items for sale. It might just be a sign 
of the times, but I’ve also noticed what 
seems to be a direct correlation between 
sexuality and anime conventions. This 
isn’t scientific, it’s just something I’ve 
noticed, but I believe that at least half of 
the people who attend anime conventions 
are in some way members of the LGBT 
community, whether it be through 
sexuality or gender identity. 

So why are such a large number of 
LGBT people at conventions? Here’s what 
I’ve come up with, but feel free to contact 
me with your own theories.

There aren’t any parents at conventions. 
That’s not entirely true — there are 

some super nerdy parents out there 
— but for the most part, I believe con 
attendees usually go with a group of 
friends rather than their parents. 

If that is the case, then conventions 
must be an important place for young 
LGBT convention attendees, right? It’s a 
place where they can express themselves 
freely without worrying about their 

parents finding out if they aren’t out yet. 
It might also be the only way those with 
parents who monitor their purchases can 
get LGBT-themed items. 

I wanted to speak with some artists 
who were selling LGBT items but limited 
myself to those who were selling items 
with LGBT pride colors on them rather 
than those selling posters depicting 
LGBT relationships from different forms 
of media.

The first table I spoke to was run by 
Laura, who did not wish to disclose their 
last name. Her brand is Dbl Feature, 
a vendor that I actually bought two 
buttons from the day before I spoke to 
her. The description of her Etsy Shop 
says “Apparel and Accessories for a Cuter 
World.” 

When I asked why she decided to begin 
selling LGBT items, she said she created 
them for her friends due to a lack of pride 
items in her hometown of Birmingham, 
Alabama, in every, non-June month. 

“I mainly vend at conventions, like 
anime  conventions, and it’s just like a 
really inclusive space for everyone to 
be in, and so I feel like just selling those 
things at this place, the market is here. 
The audience here, that’s what they want.”

You can also find Dbl Feature on 
Instagram (@dblfeature).

I also spoke to Brooke Shock from 
The Geek Realms, based in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. Shock has been in the market 
for some time now, starting the brand 
around ten years ago when LGBT items 
began to gain popularity. 

“As soon as it became available on 
the market, because a lot of it was 
underground, you know … but as soon 
as it became available, we wanted to show 
people that we were friendly, and we 
were safe because this is my wife and I’s 
booth,” shock said.

Shock and her wife sell things at other 
conventions as well, including festivals 
and community events. 

“It’s been interesting because some 
of the booths that we have at various 
festivals don’t always have the best 
reception from various people because 
they don’t necessarily like it,” Shock said. 
“We’ve had people come by and say stuff 

like ‘Oh, I don’t know why anyone wants 
this stuff, this is nasty,’ and we’re just 
like, ‘You know what, love is love, and 
everybody that is an adult can decide 
what they want to do. If they don’t want 
to be here they don’t have to be.’”

The theory Shock has for why 
LGBT items are more well-received at 
conventions is that people at conventions 
are more open-minded. 

“We’re the outcasts, we’ve always been 
an outcast community … and so is the 
pride community,” Shock said. “Which 
is odd that it goes hand in hand, but it 
actually kind of works for everybody, 
because everybody here is more open-
minded and more ready to accept each 
other because we’ve all been in that same 
boat in one form or another.”

According to Shock, the amount of 
people who enjoy their LGBT items is 
higher at conventions such as MechaCon, 
but the few people who do see their stuff 
at community events in Arkansas have a 
greater appreciation. 

Shock agrees that conventions are 
important for LGBT people, and also 
brings up a great point: 

“Because of the open-mindedness of 
the general consensus of people who go 
here, it’s nice because people are more 
willing to learn about stuff they don’t 
know about instead of hate them because 
they don’t know about them,” Shock said.

You can also find The Geek Realms on 
Facebook.

So, my overall conclusion? 
MechaCon, as well as other 

conventions, are important to 
young LGBT people, especially the 
conventions held in the South. Without 
conventions, they might not see as much 
representation as they get to, or meet 
older LGBT people who can reinforce 
the idea that, no matter what, everything 
will be okay. And that’s one of the many 
reasons I’m sad to see MechaCon go, but 
am extremely thankful for all they’ve 
done for us as a whole. 

Farewell, MechaCon. You will be 
missed, but never forgotten. Thank you 
for all you’ve done.

Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

A unique and underappreciated aspect 
of South Louisiana’s music culture is its 
evangelical roots. Among this current 
generation of music consumers and 
producers, there are several whose 
experiences have been shaped by seeing 
music as worship.

Local singer-songwriter Abby 
Sonbuchner provides a growing catalog 
of expressive folk-rock balladry proving 
this worship music background can 
enrich the artist’s craft.

I first saw Sonbuchner perform 
while leading worship at Redeemer 
City Church in Lafayette, filling in for 
their usual worship leader. The power 
in her voice was instantly gripping and 
heightened the sense of worship filling 
the room. In my mind, an experience 
like this instantly validates the merits of 
worship music.

Our predominantly secular pop-
music culture is often quick to dismiss 
Christian-based musicianship for its goal 
of worshipping God. I firmly believe that 
anyone of any belief should at least be 
able to appreciate the vulnerability and 
courage it takes to lead worship.

Sonbuchner demonstrates the respect 
this deserves in her current role with 
City Wide’s worship team, as well as with 
her four-piece folk-rock project, Abby 
Elizabeth.

Abby Elizabeth is composed of 
Sonbuchner (who contributes vocals 
and acoustic guitar), Anthony Kerry on 
percussion, Sean Huddleston on electric 
guitar and Stephen Clark on bass guitar, 
all of whom share worship experience. 

While earlier material is minimal and 
emphasizes balladry, recent releases 
from the group show more mature 

musicianship and lush compositions. 
Sonbuchner’s commanding voice is 
the most compelling aspect of the 
project. The stories featured in their 
songs, notably in the track “Bridge In 
The Forest,” are visceral and personal, 
with vocal performances that drive raw 
emotion through every word.

However, this doesn’t downplay the 
sharp instrumentation and the group’s 
chemistry. “Bridge In The Forest” is 
deeply sad and meanders slowly through 
the first half, but around the two-
minute mark of the song, the remaining 
instruments join in and rush energy 
through the mix. As an ensemble, they 
seem rather attuned to each other’s 
strengths.

Their latest single, “Be Loved,” is a 
perfect example of how cohesive the 
group feels through a song. With this 
track, the instrumentation is vibrant, 

featuring a wildly catchy plucked guitar 
line during Sonbuchner’s verses. The 
vocal performance here is soft and lovely, 
well-suited for a love song.

Through all of their music, a sense 
of worship, confession and exaltation 
is present. However, the music isn’t 
explicitly Christian, but instead it 
emphasizes the common pains, fears 
and hopes that everyone has, regardless 
of religious beliefs. By opening up and 
relating to others, Abby Elizabeth strives 
to help others heal through music.

If you’re interested in Abby Elizabeth, 
there are a couple of opportunities in 
the near future to see the group live. 
They will be playing on Sept. 21 at the 
Amazing Race of Acadiana, and on Sept. 
27 at The Pearl downtown. Details about 
these shows and their music in general 
can be found on abbyelizabethmusic.
com.

Photo by Morri Sampey / The Vermilion

LGBT buttons sold by Dbl Feature at MechaCon 2019.

Photo via Abby Elizabeth

Abby Elizabeth comprises (from left to right) Stephen Clark, Abby Sonbuchner, 
Anthony Kerry and Sean Huddleston.

LGBT

Louisiana’s LGBT youth to lose safe 
space as MechaCon closes for good

MUSIC

Abby Elizabeth’s worship roots craft 
deeply personal folk-rock balladry

Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

If you’re not up-to-date on local 
politics, a race is underway. 

When people typically think of a 
political race, the mind brings us to the 
presidential race. Though that isn’t what 
this is, today I’ll explain why it’s still 
important and touch on the candidates 
and what they stand for.

In all reality, local races like this don’t 
take a philosophical approach like the 
more important positions. Their entire 
platform might be about one major issue 
facing Lafayette, in this case the drainage.

Local governments constantly seem 
like the bottom of the food chain, 
politically speaking. In many ways it is, 
but they hold a certain weight to them as 
all positions should. When dealing with 
the specific needs of a group of people, 
i.e. Lafayette, the higher up the food 
chain you go, the less they know about 
city-specific problems. 

Take the city drainage system I 
mentioned earlier, which is a major 
platform in the coming race. President 
Donald Trump doesn’t know that 
Lafayette has major drainage problems. 
It’s likely neither does our own John Bel 
Edwards. 

Typically, the president is in control of 
too much to properly analyze a city or 
state. That’s OK because that’s what the 
local government can do, and why we 
have these positions. 

POLITICS

Must know: 
Local race 
for mayor- 
president

Allons

MAYOR-PRESIDENT
continued on page 8
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What do you look 
forward to for your first 
semester of college?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Trey Breland
NURSING  Freshman

“Meeting new friends 
and keeping my grades 
up.”

Elisabeth McMichael
INFORMATICS  Freshman

“Sorority recruitment 
and meeting new 
friends.”

Julia Ripp
NURSING  Freshman

“Panhellenic recruitment 
and starting my new 
classes.”

Mark Coniglio
CIVIL ENGINEERING  Freshman

“I’m excited to be living 
on campus and using 
the resources that 
surround me.”

Taylor Stansbury
SECONDARY EDUCATION  Freshman

“Getting involved and 
making new friends.”

Kendall Barnes
NURSING  Freshman

“Meeting new people 
and starting nursing 
classes.”

ENTERTAINMENT

Take a moment to relax 
with these streams

Brianne Hendricks
DIGITAL MEDIA MANAGER

We’re here. Our summer is finally 
over and the semester has begun. We’re 
finished with our beach hats and traded 
them in for graduation caps. We’ve taken 
a deep dive right back into the stresses of 
school, and it’s just the beginning. 

Though school is stressful, your 
streaming queue doesn’t have to be. Take 
a load off your mind with these relaxing 
shows. 

Start your streaming off with “The 
Great British Bake Off.” Unlike American 
reality shows, the British compete for the 
satisfaction of winning alone. There’s no 
prize teased, no money on the line, no 
sob stories laced in with each contestant. 
It’s baking for the love of baking. These 
lovely creations are sure to ease the 
tensions right out of you. Just be sure to 
keep a few snacks handy in case you get 
hungry. 

Next, fall in love with our planet all 
over again with David Attenborough and 
“Planet Earth.” The show takes a biome 
for each episode, exploring the wildlife 
through their day-to-day activities. The 
show is visually stunning and able to 
tell incredible climate stories using the 
world around it. Be on the lookout for 
the dancing bears in the series; they are 
the best. 

So you’re right and relaxed and 
looking for your next venture, time to 
transition into “Queer Eye.” Get those 
tissues ready and prepare yourself for the 
transformation show of a lifetime. Where 
other “makeover” shows might only 
tackle one aspect of people’s lives, “Queer 
Eye” takes on a total transformation each 
episode. From hair, wardrobe, food and 

everything between, “Queer Eye” will hit 
you right in the feels. 

If you’re looking for a good laugh 
after a long day of grueling classes, try 
“It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia.” 
Sure, it’s usually incredibly offensive, but 
sometimes it’s OK to take a step back 
and have a laugh at terrible people in 
even more terrible situations. And at 13 
seasons, this show has enough material 
to keep you laughing throughout the 
entire semester. No matter what is going 
on in our college lives, the characters of 
“Always Sunny” will always give you a 
good laugh. 

Book money has you short on funds? 
Turn on Twitch, a free stream platform 
for gaming, and watch thousands of 
different people stream. Try out an 
art stream if you’re feeling stressed, or 
become immersed in hilarious “Grand 
Theft Auto V” roleplay. Not really a 
gamer? No problem. The Twitch platform 
lends itself to beginners and pros alike. 
Start out by following Kitboga, Vader, 
Lara6683 and MsAshRocks. 

Last but not least, we come to ultimate 
relaxation — “The Joy of Painting” with 
Bob Ross. Let Ross sooth your every 
worry away as he creates the fluffiest of 
clouds, streams and mountains. Just be 
sure to have your blanket and pillow 
ready in case Ross’ voice puts you to 
sleep. 

Whether you’re starting your first 
semester or finishing college this 
December, remember to take a little 
time for yourself. We’re all susceptible to 
burnout if we forget to take care of our 
mental health. So fire up those streams 
and watch away.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

With that said, let’s move on to the 
people who may be in charge of these 
local problems in the near future. 

First up, as well as the leading 
candidate financially speaking, is Carlee 
Alm-Labar, who, as it happens, worked 
under the prior mayor-president and 
advised him. As the only non-Republican 
in the race, her goals involve primarily 
handling the drainage issues Lafayette 
faces. 

Next up we have Josh Guillory, an 
army veteran and lawyer in Lafayette who 
just recently lost in the race against Clay 
Higgins for a representative seat in the 
third district. I don’t know much about 
him, but judging from his actions he’s 
tenacious for a political career. 

Third, we have a realtor and investor 
from Lafayette: Nancy Marcotte. Her 
platform takes a hard anti-abortion and 
pro-second amendment approach, and 
she is obviously a Republican. Her stance 

on drainage mirrors that of her other 
candidates. 

Lastly, we have Simone Champagne, 
who is the latest to join the race but the 
most experienced in regards to politics. 
After spending time in the Staten House 
of Representatives, she became the Chief 
Administrative officer of Youngsville, 
where she still works.

I get it, it’s difficult to decipher the 
difference between these four and the 
gravity of the position itself. Let this 
article serve as more of a teaser trailer 
rather than the full movie. I’m leaving it 
in your hands to do your own research 
and vote responsibly. If more people did 
that, I think change wouldn’t be such a 
foreign word. 

Those are your candidates. I didn’t have 
nearly enough time or words to explain 
them all in depth, but in the minute or 
two it took to read this article, you’re 
likely more knowledgeable on the topic 
than you were before. Go out there and 
vote fellas; it actually means something. 

MAYOR-PRESIDENT
continued from page 7
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