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A college degree makes a massive 
difference in terms of your success, and, 
unfortunately, the high price tag prevents 
a lot of people from attending. And that 
price is rising fast.

According to Forbes, the average price 
of a four-year degree has doubled from 
1989 to 2016, even after adjusting for 
inflation. 

Louisiana has financial aid programs, 
such as the Taylor Opportunity Program 
for Students (TOPS), government loans, 
the Go Grant and the Pell Grant, to help 
deal with this problem. 

According to the Louisiana Office of 
Student Financial Assistance, TOPS is a 
program that helps pay for college tuition 
for any Louisiana resident who has a 
minimum of a 2.50-grade point average 
in their core classes in high school and a 
20 on the ACT.

The Pell Grant gives money to students 
who are looking to attend college but 
don’t have the financial support needed 
to do so. Unlike with loans, the money 
does not need to be repaid.  

According to DeWayne Bowie, Ph.D., 
approximately 80% of students get some 
kind of financial aid, and about 6,000 
students receive the Pell Grant at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. UL 
Lafayette’s communication and marketing 
website said there were 19,387 students 
enrolled in the fall 2018 semester. That 
means roughly 30% of students receive 
the grant. 

“(Without financial aid), the 
enrollment across the nation would 
plummet,” Bowie said. “That’s what’s 
keeping students in school.” 

Amanda McBay, an English major at 
UL Lafayette, is one of these students.

“Without financial aid, without loans 
and all that, I wouldn’t be able to be here 
at all,” McBay said.

Bowie said the financial aid students 
are currently receiving is not nearly 
enough.

“Financial aid has definitely not kept 
up pace with the increases in the cost of 
education, and so what happens is that 
leaves students with a larger gap that 
students need to cover,” he said. 

However, some said the financial aid 
department at UL Lafayette has some 
issues. 

“The people at the front need to be 
more aware of how they’re talking to 
people, how they’re directing people, 
McBay said, adding the system seems 
“disorganized.”

Sculpture major Desean Bruce also had 
complaints.

“It’s alright. It could use a little 
improvement,” Bruce said,  “Streamlining 
the process would probably make it 
better.” 

Bowie said the university has taken 
steps to solve this problem.

“We did just purchase a brand new 
student information system, and so the 
process over the last couple years has 
become a lot more efficient and I think 
we have a lot more efficiencies coming 
in the future with things we are doing to 
streamline the process for our students,” 
Bowie said.

Bowie added the federal government 
has started to allow students to submit 
their financial aid forms much earlier 
than before, which will allow students’ 
financial aid forms to be processed well 
ahead of time if they take advantage of 
this.

 “For instance, students can now begin 
to submit their financial aid applications 
for next year, which is fall 2020,” Bowie 
said. “They can start submitting that in 
October of this year.”
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The music blasted, the cheerleaders 
cheered, and the students danced, 
shouted and sung.

“Fight on Cajuns, fight on to victory / 
For the red and white ... ”

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s own University Program 
Council, or UPC, hosted Ragin’ Roar on 
Sept. 4 at Cajun Field, where students 
could meet up and show off their school 
spirit shortly before Louisiana football’s 
first home game.

“We just wanted to come out and 
show our support to our team, you 
know, get pumped up for the game 
on Saturday,” Kennedy Washington, a 
freshman chemistry major said. “I just 
learned the Ragin’ Cajun fight song, so 
you know I’ll be singing it on Saturday 
night, and I’m ready to go.”

Washington attended Ragin’ Roar 
with three other freshman — Mari 
Robinson, Taylor Davis and Tala Spates 
— and they said they enjoyed their 
introduction to UL Lafayette’s student 
culture and they are excited about the 
upcoming football season.

“I’m feeling really excited for the 
football season, the tailgates,” Robinson 
said. “I love football so much, so I’m 
really excited … Events like these are 
important so more freshmen like me 
can learn more about the school’s 
atmosphere and culture, and just so 
more people can meet each other and 
be involved.”

“We want to learn about the culture; 
some of us aren’t specifically from 
Lafayette, so we don’t know what’s 
actually going on here,” Washinton said.

Even though they may just be 
showing up for a good time, students 
attending pep rallies can get more 
than just school spirit back from the 
experience.

“I think events like this are important 
to invoke Ragin’ Cajun spirit, 
obviously,” Hannah Bertrand, UPC pep 
rally coordinator, said. 

“When you have such a pride for your 
school, your university, you’re more 
likely to perform well in your classes, 
you’re more likely to attend events and 
you’re more likely to enjoy your college 
experience,” Bertrand added. “And I 
think that’s very important for many 
students even if they don’t realize it yet.”

In between the performances from 
the jazz team, the cheerleaders, and 
the Pride of Acadiana Marching Band, 
there were the masters of ceremonies 
moving things along. One of the night’s 
emcees was Taja White, the current-
reigning Miss UL. She said she was 
grateful to take on the job, despite it 
being a little intimidating.

“(Emceeing) was scary,” White 
said. “Funny coming from a pageant 
background and a theater background, 
people think you’re just so ready to 
jump into the fire sometimes, but I 
have to be thankful that my university 
gives me the experience to be able to do 
something like that. This is something 
that I’ll never forget.”

“ ... there are many ways for 
you to get involved, and 
when you’re involved, you 
play a big part in your 
university.”
White said it was the event’s tradition 

that made it so important.
“It makes students feel more involved 

in their university and that’s really 
important; you want to feel like more 
than just a number,” White added. 
“Especially as a student, I think it’s a 
good representation that you can be 
a student ... Especially since UPC has 
such a focus on wanting it to be run by 
students. 

White encouraged others to get 
involved on campus. 

“I think we definitely showed people 
who aren’t a part of UPC and also our 
freshmen that there are many ways for 
you to get involved, and when you’re 
involved, you play a big part in your 
university.”
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The Ragin’ Cajun Cheer Team cheering at Ragin’ Roar on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019.

FIGHT ON TO VICTORY

Students ‘invoke Ragin’ Cajun spirit’
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The interior of Foster Hall, where students can seek information regarding financial aid. 

Photo by David Reed / The Vermilion

Students wait for assistance in Foster Hall on Sept. 2, 2019. 
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA opens semester, 
discusses scholarships

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The Student Government Association 
held its first meeting back on campus 
in the Helma B. Constantine Forum on 
Sept. 9 at 5 p.m.

Despite some confusion over Robert’s 
Rules of Order and the Big Three running 
late, they managed to pass several 
resolutions.

“I would apologize for my, Haley 
and Jonathan’s tardiness today,” SGA 
President Rachel Lautigar said, referring 
to SGA treasurer Jonathan Adams and 
SGA vice-president Haley Boutte. “We 
had our very first meeting with Dr. Savoie 
today. We were leaving Martin Hall at 
about five (minutes) till (5 p.m.) and 
running around like headless chickens 
until we got here.”

One resolution that passed involved 
changes to scholarship guidelines for 
students who take less than 12 hours 
and are either graduating or are in some 

other scholarship committee-approved 
circumstance.

Education President Dylan Hebert was 
a big supporter of the resolution. 

“So, I’m not in my last semester, I’m 
not graduating and I’m under full time, 
but I’m a student-teacher,” Hebert said. 
“So I cannot take any more hours that 
would be beyond a financial burden if 
that makes sense. So, maybe that would 
help those who are in their fifth year like 
myself and in the program, but still aren’t 
graduating so they wouldn’t be able to 
have scholarships.”

Although the resolution passed, 
Tyler Quebedeaux, a visiting instructor 
of history who assists with SGA 
proceedings, said the resolution will not 
go through yet.

Reed Broussard, a liberal arts senator, 
said he felt the meeting went well despite 
the confusion.

“It went well. It was just kinda getting 
some kinks out, really getting used to 
how the meetings run,” Broussard said.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Brianne Hendricks

September 4
l  A student had a question about a restraining order. A report was completed at 
11:01 a.m.

l    Officers received a complaint of possible marijuana use. Three students 
were issued a misdemeanor summons at 8:58 p.m. The property involved was 
suspected marijuana.

September 5
l  Sigma Nu Fraternity House resident advised someone broke a window in front 
of their house. The report was made at 1:12 p.m.

l   Officers were advised of an assault that took place while on the scene of a 
previous call. One handgun was seized. An arrest was made. One individual 
booked into LPCC at 10:59 p.m.

September 7
l  Lofton Security advised of an intoxicated female student outside Huger 
Hall lobby. The student was located and requested Acadian Ambulance. The 
ambulance arrived and transported the student to the hospital at 2:06 a.m. 

l    A UL Lafayette football player advised someone had broken both of his 
mirrors with a baseball bat at 10:51 p.m.

September 8
l   Duty RA advised he had a strong odor of marijuana on the fourth floor 
of Agnes Edwards Hall. Officers dispatched and investigated. No illegal 
contraband was located by the RA at 7:09 p.m.

September 9
l  An allergic reaction was reported in Bittle Hall. A female was transported to 
Lafayette General Hospital at 9:37 a.m.

ATTENTION: 
Student Government Vacancies 

 
 COLLEGE OF THE ARTS    1 Senator 
 COLLEGE OF BUSINESS    1 Senator 
          COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING   2 Senators 
 COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS   2 Senators 
 COLLEGE OF NURSING    1 Senator 
 COLLEGE OF SCIENCES    2 Senators 
 GRADUATE SCHOOL     5 Senators 
 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE    3 Senators 
  

If you have any questions, please call at (337) 482-2742 or email at 
sga@louisiana.edu. Applications are now available online at sga.louisiana.edu and 

in the SGA office, Student Union, Room 159. 
 

Deadline: September 20, 2019 @ 12:00 pm                     
 

 

Read about our new podcast, 
Ragin’ Beat, in Allons on page six.

Tune In.
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Education President Dylan Hebert addresses the SGA senate on Sept. 9, 2019.
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Nursing President Brock Zeringue and Education Senator Sydney Babin at the first SGA 
meeting of the fall semester on Sept. 9, 2019.
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Amelia Jennings
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Dale Bazan, Ph.D., is the Coordinator 
of Music Education at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette and has taught 
in Nebraska, Alaska, Florida, Ohio and 
Canada.

His music experience ranges from 
teaching band in elementary schools 
to conducting and performing in 
symphonies to being the professor that 
he is today, according to his resume.

Bazan has loved music from an early 
age and played on multiple instruments 
throughout his childhood, starting with 
a non-traditional one. 

“When I was about four I think I got 
my first accordion, so that was my first 
instrument,” Bazan said. “I’m Canadian, 
and I have a Ukrainien background, but 
my dad was an accordionist so that’s 
where I got started.”

As he got older, Bazan started playing 
instruments more commonly found in 
high school.

“Then when I started getting into 
towards junior high, when we started 
choosing band instruments, I started 
trying clarinet,” Bazan said.

“At the time, I didn’t have an 
instructor, I think that that was about 
the end of fifth grade, and I didn’t do 
very well personally learning clarinet by 
myself, but then I tried saxophone, and 
I kinda liked that. Saxophone was my 
major instrument through junior high. 
That’s what got me scholarships through 
college, but then in late junior high I 
started getting into rock bands.”

As a teacher, Bazan uses his music 
background for both his teaching and 
research.  

“One of my objectives is trying to 
diversify the opportunities for kids in 
schools because traditionally, there has 
been only been like the band and choir 
tracks in high school,” Bazan said. “One 
thing that I’ve tried very hard to push is 
the increase both things like guitar and 
rock band programs, inside or outside 
of school, and also cultural, ethnic types 
of ensembles.”

One of his former students Colten 
McCauley, the director of choral 

activities at Omaha North High Magnet 
School in Omaha, Nebraska, has only 
positive things to say about him.

“Dr. Bazan is an outstanding professor 
and has pushed me to perfect all aspects 
of my musical instruction,” McCauley 
said. “I am very proud to say that he 
has been a great teacher, mentor and 
friend throughout my years as a music 
educator.”

UL Lafayette was also excited about 
his teaching, giving him a warm 
welcome on Facebook in June.

“We are excited to welcome Dr. Dale 
Bazan to our faculty this Fall!” UL 
Lafayette’s post read.

Bazan, outside of teaching, said he 
thinks his research and travel have been 
most important.

“So I’ve published research in 
journals, written articles and presented 
at a number of conferences in Brazil, 
Greece, Scotland, Australia, New 
Zealand, and it’s all been based on topics 
that I talked about encouraging popular 

music, encouraging more avenues for 
students and children to get involved in 
music within schools,” Bazan said.

Dr. Bazan has also done some 
performing, but believes that that is 
second to teaching.

“The contributions I’ve made to 
seeing some of the alumni coming out 
of the programs I’ve taught for and the 
impact that they’re making in their 
schools, and just how transformative 
they are to the lives of children,” Bazan 
said.

 

“He was good at giving us 
opportunities in class to try 
things out on our own ... ”

“That’s what makes me proud, and 
I’ve always had the choice: Do I want 
to be putting on shows and always 
performing and playing in concert halls 
or do I want to be a little more selfless 

behind the scenes, doing what I can to 
help other music teachers do that for 
their students?”Aaron Mathis, a former 
student of Bazan and music director at 
Shelby-Rising City Public Schools, said 
he believes he benefited greatly from 
Bazan’s teachings.

“He was good at giving us 
opportunities in class to try things out 
on our own and learn from our own 
mistakes and shaping our teaching style 
to each unique personality, instead of 
just giving us a very specific mold we 
all had to fit in, while still making us all 
high-quality professionals,” Mathis said. 

“As a supervisor, he always gave me 
really good feedback and was very 
helpful when I had questions about 
something I was struggling with or new 
strategies to use in my classroom.”

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

Following a sudden disbandment last 
semester, student organization Ragin’ 
Rescue, formerly known as Campus Cats, 
has worked tirelessly over the summer to 
reorganize.

With only a few members and 
volunteers at the close of last semester, 
the organization has slowly regained 
momentum, endeavoring to care for the 
stray cat colonies on campus. 

“I had stumbled across the cat colonies 
before and seen them and had heard 
about Campus Cats/Ragin’ Rescue,” Alex 
Nordman, the current President of the 
new organization said. “I tried to hunt 
people down for the longest time and 
couldn’t find anyone. So I was like, ‘I 
guess I’m restarting this club.’” 

Nordman explained she doesn’t plan 
on making any drastic changes to Ragin’ 
Rescue.

“The old Ragin’ Rescue and I have 
the same goals: to just care for the cats,” 
Nordman said. “My goal is just to make it 
what it used to be, because it used to be a 
very big thing on campus.”

This idea was reinforced by Ragin’ 
Rescue Secretary Daniel Richard.

“President Savoie’s wife actually helped 
start the organization, so we are officially 
able to take care of the cats because she 
played a role in helping get us started,” 
Richard said. “She actually has a colony at 
their house that she takes care of.”

Richard went on to describe some of 
the issues they faced last semester.

“Last year, we kind of fizzled out a little 
bit,” Richard said. “Our president ended 
up leaving the university, and we only 
had three officers — Alex was one of 
them — and we really didn’t have many 
members to keep it up.”

He also recalled the early stages of the 
rebuilding process.

“That’s when Alex and a couple other 
people kind of came and recruited a 
bunch of new people,” Richard added. 
“And I stepped into that leadership 
position to help build it up and get them 
started to where we’re at now.”.

Nordman commented on the efforts 
of her and her fellow Ragin’ Rescue 
members.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s so worth 
it because there’s these cats all around 
campus that need someone to care for 
them, and to be able to support them 
stably is really the best thing I could ever 
ask for,” Nordman said.

It would appear these efforts have 
come to be ultimately beneficial to the 
organization.

“We had our first meeting just a week 
ago, and I wasn’t expecting that many 
people to show up,” Nordman said. “We 
ended up getting around 70 people, 
which was so awesome to know that 
many people cared about what we were 
doing. All this work we’ve been preparing 
over the summer has paid off.”

Other members of Ragin’ Rescue also 
commented on the organization, noting 
personal importance.

“I’ve been doing this line of work since 
I was fifteen,” Ragin’ Rescue Volunteer 
Coordinator Sam Huang said. “My 
experience doing this, I was familiar with 
the area. I already knew what I was doing 
… Baseline, I have an extreme passion for 
cats — animals in general. I love helping 
animals. I want to be someone that can 
give a voice to them because they don’t 
have one.”

Another member talked about hopes 
for the new Ragin’ Rescue.

“Our main goal is to start caring for the 
colonies on campus again, to get more 

involved and to get more awareness,” 
Dianna Milliern, a heavily involved 
member, said. “We’re hoping to be more 
active now.”

Milliern also mentioned the overall 
benefit of the campus cats.

“I think it’s really great for students 
that are moving out of their homes to 
find out that they can still visit cats here 
in Lafayette ... Here, they can visit the 
colony cats, and I really like that.”

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Two cats found behind Hamilton Hall on Wednesday, Oct. 24. 2018.

The Campus Cats Comeback: Student 
organization returns as Ragin’ Rescue

Dale Bazan widens horizons, brings 
diverse history to UL music department

Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

New music faculty member Dale Bazan, Ph.D., sits in front of his piano in Angelle Hall. 
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Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

The running back room referred to as 
the “showroom” has many talents. One 
would say it is one of the most complete 
and dynamic running back rooms 
throughout college football. In this room, 
all running backs possess special skills. 
Inside this showroom full of talent is one 
eruptive Louisiana running back who is 
known for illuminating the field. 

Raymond Calais is known for his 
fiery explosiveness and elite speed, and 
has been known as such ever since his 
breakout season. He broke out into an 
open field in 2018 against Georgia State 
for a 92-yard run touchdown, setting 
the school record for the longest rush 
in school history. That’s when everyone 
realized the Ragin’ Cajuns had fireworks 
in their midst, a firework such as Calais 
that could erupt at any moment during 
the game.

The 5-foot-9, 185-pound Breaux Bridge 
native started his career at Cecilia High. 
Calais became the school record holder 
in rushing, going for nearly 5,000 yards 
in his high school career. Along with the 
records, he gained many awards such as 
the Class 4A All-State Offensive MVP 
his senior year, and he was named the 
Gatorade Louisiana Boys Track & Field 
Athlete of the Year. 

One of Louisiana’s coveted assets 
in their game plan is their ability to 
have multiple game-changers in their 
offensive system. Most knew of running 
backs Trey Ragas and Elijah Mitchell 
and quarterback Levi Lewis, but Calais 
decided to burst out the shadows, gaining 
the title as a game-changer. 

Head Coach Billy Napier doesn’t fail 
to recognize Calais’s special abilities, but 
is more impressed with how the senior 
running back encompasses everything 
they want in the Louisiana culture and 
how Calais earned his right into the 
offensive system for the Ragin’ Cajuns.

“Raymond is a great representation of 
our team,” Napier said. “There were times 
when he’d go in the locker room and have 
three or four touches, and not a whisper 
out of the guy when he wasn’t getting the 
touches. He is a selfless guy, a good team 
player.”

Now, Calais has earned his touches. 
In the 2018 season, Calais carried the 

ball 81 times for 754 yards and seven 
touchdowns. The most standout game 
for this Ragin’ Cajun running back was 
against Georgia State, where he ran for 
186 yards and three touchdowns. Calais 
became the primary return specialist for 
the Ragin’ Cajuns, averaging 25.9 yards 
per kick return attempt. 

He ended the season third on the team 
for rushing yards and 14th in the FBS 

for return average yards. Finishing the 
season with 908 yards in returns on 35 
attempts. 

But Calais no longer looks at what 
he did in the last season. Calais credits 
that mindset to Louisiana running back 
coach Jabbar Juluke, who made it clear 
that those numbers no longer matter, and 
the only numbers to be focused on are in 
2019.

“He told us to put the 2018 season 
behind us; that’s old news now,” Calais 
said. “We have to come out and compete 
every single day. He wants us to put up 
bigger numbers and better numbers in 
2019.”

And one would say Calais is trying to 
do exactly that. In the season opener loss 
against Mississippi State, Calais recorded 
80 yards in receiving on eight attempts, 
with the longest reception against the 
Bulldogs being 26 yards. Calais made his 
presence felt in the home opener against 
Liberty, the explosive back rushed for 111 
yards on eight attempts with his longest 
attempt going for 68 yards. 

With the expectations undoubtedly 
high for the Ragin’ Cajun senior running 
back, Calais has received national 
attention. 

Calais also became one of many players 
in the FBS to be on the Reese’s Senior 
Bowl watchlist. 

The Reese’s Senior Bowl showcases the 
top players in college football to play in 
front of NFL scouts and among other 
elite players. The watchlist encompasses 
the players they feel should be looked 
out for during the season to gain a spot 
on the 110-man roster in this premier 
all-star game. 

But this attention comes as no surprise 
to teammates such as quarterback, Levi 
Lewis. Calais said he admires Lewis’s 
ability to lead and brags that, when both 
are in the game, it is a pick-your-poison 
situation. 

For the 2019 season, Lewis also has 
high sediments about Calais, believing 
that anytime he touches the ball one of 
two things will happen. 

“Anybody can make a big play when 
it comes down to it,” Lewis said. “When 
Ray is in the game, I usually think he’s 
either going to house it or get like 50. It’s 
a different look when Ray is in the game.”

Calais is looking to change the game 
any way he can during the season. So for 
Ragin’ Cajun fans to enjoy the firework 
show named Calais and for the unlucky 
defenders on the other side of the ball, 
make sure to read the warning sign. 
Explosives are very dangerous.

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana football team earned 
their first win of the 2019 season in their 
home opener, beating the Liberty Flames 
35-14 to improve their record to 1-1.

However, the game didn’t start out 
as well as the score indicated. For the 
second straight week, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
defense gave up a touchdown on their 
opening drive of the game, and Louisiana 
was in another early 7-0 hole.

A missed 42-yard field goal by 
Ragin’ Cajuns kicker Stevie Artigue on 
Louisiana’s opening drive was answered 
by the first interception of the season for 
senior defensive back Michael Jacquet, 
giving the Ragin’ Cajuns good field 
position to start their second drive.

Artigue then missed a 44-yard field 
goal to keep Louisiana scoreless with 
their two offensive drives going into 
Liberty territory early in the game.

Finally, the Ragin’ Cajuns broke 
through with a 19-yard touchdown run 
on third and long by starting quarterback 
Levi Lewis to tie the game up at the end 
of the first quarter. 

A fumble by Louisiana receiver Jamal 
Bell in the red zone continued the Ragin’ 
Cajuns offensive struggles in opposing 
territory, and the defense finally bent. 
Liberty answered the big stand by their 
defense with a 66-yard touchdown run 
to retake the lead 14-7, but that would be 
their last score of the game.

Ragin’ Cajuns running back Trey 
Ragas tied the game in one explosive 
play: a 75-yard touchdown rumble to 
make it 14-14 in the second quarter.

After Louisiana’s defense forced their 
third punt of the first half, another Ragin’ 

Cajuns drive led to another missed field 
goal by Artigue, his third miss of the first 
half.

Louisiana’s last drive of the first 
half was one of their most impressive 
of the game: an eight-play, 84-yard 
drive in just under two minutes gave 
the Ragin’ Cajuns a 21-14 lead after a 
sloppy first half of turnovers and missed 
opportunities.

The offense opened the second half 
with two consecutive scoring drives to 
extend the lead to 35-14, and the defense 
forced three turnover-on-downs in the 
second half to give Louisiana their first 
victory of the season.

Lewis completed 15 of his 23 passing 
attempts for 179 yards, two touchdowns 
and an interception. He also recorded his 
second rushing touchdown this season. 
His favorite target, Ja’Marcus Bradley, 
caught six passes for a game-high 110 
yards and two touchdowns. However, the 
real story of the offense was the rushing 
attack.

Louisiana as a team recorded 407 
rushing yards on 46 attempts, gashing 
the Liberty defense early and often. 
Ragas led the way with 129 yards and 
a touchdown on nine rushes. Senior 
Raymond Calais added 111 yards on 
eight rushes with his longest rush being 
68 yards.

Even with some sloppy play and 
missed opportunities, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
earned a three-touchdown win at home 
against Liberty with stout defense and an 
unrelenting offense.

Up next, Louisiana looks to reach 
2-1 when they host the Texas Southern 
Tigers on Saturday night.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

The Ragin’ Cajuns running onto the field at the Liberty game on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Freshman Peter Leblnc (29) attempting to break a tackle  as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the 
Liberty Flames on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2019.

Louisiana running back looking for 
stand out season for Ragin’ Cajuns

Louisiana football wins home opener

Sports
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Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

Students are displeased with their 
Ragin’ Cajun football game day 
experience. They are bored, disconnected 
and ready for something to change.

And honestly, you can’t blame them.
After a long, hard week of quizzes, 

reports and homework, students are 
looking forward to a weekend full of 
tailgating, football and food; however, 
some University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
students do not feel they are getting that 
here as a Ragin’ Cajun. 

So, let’s go over the problems and 
concerns of the students regarding 
game day experience for their Louisiana 
football team.

Many students took their 
dissatisfaction to social media after the 
Cajun’s home opener against Liberty, 
which was 35-14. Their No. 1 problem 
was the area of the tailgate. 

Last season, the tailgate was located 
in Bourgeois Park, across from the gym 
and the softball field. Most students 
were satisfied with this location because 
of the space of the grassy area that gave 
everyone ample room to set up tents and 
grills and mingle to their liking. 

And as the saying goes, “If it’s not 
broke, don’t fix it.” There was no 
indication from students that the area for 
tailgating needed to be “fixed.”

Without any consideration or input 
from students, the tailgate location was 
moved for the 2019 season. The Ragin’ 
Cajun Athletics department decided 
it would encourage their student 
attendance numbers by moving tailgate 
back to Cajun Field on the southside 
concourse of the stadium, making it 
somewhat inevitable for students to go in 
the game. The decision was made solely 
by people that are not students, but seem 
to feel inclined to know exactly what 
students want. 

Ragin’ Cajun students, who wished 
to remain anonymous, took their 
complaints about the new location to 
Twitter, tweeting things such as: 

“This new UL tailgate location aint it” 
“Terrible”
“I didn’t like it because there was no 

space. Apparently when it used to be 
there years back there used to be space 
in the parking lot students could use but 
we didn’t even have that bc the cars were 
parked.” 

It looks as though the decision to 
relocate is not improving student 
attendance.

Now, let’s move on to another problem. 
Some students feel no real connection 
with the Ragin’ Cajun football players, 
and it’s not the student-athletes’ fault. 
Student-athletes have an immense 
amount of pressure toppled on their 
shoulders to produce quality work every 
weekend in front of a crowd of people.

Last season for Louisiana was the first 
non-losing season since 2014, a turn in 
the right direction for the program and 
the players.   

But one would have to think that, after 
scoring a touchdown in Cajun Field and 
glancing at your student section as you 
jog to your sideline, it can be a tad bit 
discouraging to the player. They could 
use support for their efforts on the field 
too. 

However, to support any individual, 
students want to be able to relate and 

connect with these student-athletes. 
In turn, what students want is to get to 
know their Louisiana team. Fan day is 
not enough, there needs to be more.  

A suggestion of having a student night 
with the players may spark a move in 
the right direction. Allowing the players 
to participate in organized events with 
student organizations on campus or 
generating more personal stories on the 
student-athletes about their lives off the 
field could help improve this problem. 

The last point of complaints is geared 
toward the game itself. 

Yes, the fan-friendly prices were a nice 
touch for affordability inside the game for 
the students but it is not enough to keep 
their happiness. 

Students are feeling the entertainment 
aspect lacks excitement and interaction. 
They want the cheerleaders to do more 
than the regular cheer and the band to 
play more songs than the traditional. 
Students are not asking for the band to 
play the infamous “Neck,” but they are 
asking for something modern and hype. 

To illustrate the point even further, 
in a popular movie titled “Drumline,” 
this same problem existed. One band 
was known for their classic renditions, 
while the other band was known for their 
upbeat modern style. Nick Cannon acted 
as an aspiring drummer wishing to play a 
more flashy style.

Cannon’s character went on to tell the 
band director how he felt about the songs 
their band was playing: “This is wack,” a 
similar phrase some Louisiana students 
are saying in the stands during halftime. 

Endoenzia Spears, a senior heavily 
involved on campus, went on to tweet 
about this lack of student-centered 
entertainment by saying: 

“The music is boring and everything is 
catered to families (even though we have 
family day) instead of us college students. 
Needs to be more interactive to hold our 
attention.” 

There are a few suggestions that 
could help the progression of student 
attendance, such as allowing the student-
led organizations to be more in control 
of the game day experience and bringing 
collaborative efforts amongst the students 
who are attending. The goal is to bridge 
the gap and allow students to have 
an input in their experience. Besides, 
these students are paying for it with the 
underlying fees mingled in tuition. 

Students have not been happy for a 
long time and are craving a change.  

So, to the athletics department, this 
is a student and an avid sports fan 
giving their input in hopes that you will 
listen. They want to support the Ragin’ 
Cajuns but they also want to know them. 
They want the tailgate location to be 
moved back for the sake of space and 
accessibility. They do not mind the walk 
from the tailgate to the game as long 
as the game is worth attending. Better 
interactions and better entertainment. 

And just maybe this will result in a 
move in the right direction, and students 
will actually pack out the nonexistent 
student section.

Revive the culture back into the game 
day experience, because these Ragin’ 
Cajun students are looking for a reason to 
visit Cajun Field on Saturday night. 

Madelyn Meyer
SPORTS WRITER 

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball 
team competed in the Sawyer Camillo 
Classic Tournament and won the game in 
a 3-0 sweep. 

This was a great turnaround from their 
first tournament of the season, which 
resulted in a 0-3 loss. Now, Louisiana is 
tied 3-3 wins versus losses. 

The first match of the tournament was 
a hard-fought 3-2 win against McNeese. 
Despite a few communication errors, the 
defensive play was strong throughout 
the match. Louisiana barely lost the first 
set 25-23 and barely won the second set 
27-25.

 After losing the third set, they came 
back even stronger on offense in the 
fourth, forcing an 8-0 lead and a final 
fifth set. In the fifth set, Louisiana knew 
it was sink or swim, and they delivered, 
winning the set 15-9 to secure the win. 

Freshman outside and right side hitter 
Celeste Darling had a season-high 16 kills 
in the McNeese matchup. Other hitters, 
senior Dree’Ana Abram, sophomore 
Kelsey Bennett and sophomore Desiree 
Johnson all had double digits in kills as 
well. 

Sophomore middle blocker Tia Jade 
Smith had five blocks, a team-best and 
crucial aid in the last set.

Following the afternoon matchup, 
Louisiana played Eastern Michigan. 
Louisiana won the match 3-0, strong 
from start to finish. A key moment was a 
7-0 lead from a service run by Darling. 

Junior outside hitter Hali Wisnoskie 
led with nine kills for the Eastern 
Michigan match. Defensively, junior 
defensive specialist and libero Hannah 

Ramirez produced a season-best and 
match-high 21 digs. 

In both matches, the Cajuns hit above 
.200 percent and reached at least 14 
kills per set. On the defensive end, they 
reached 18 digs per set for the day. 

Wisnoskie expressed how proud she 
was of the team following the two wins: 

“I think we played really well as a team 
today and brought tons of energy to the 
court, which was good to see,” Wisnoskie 
said. 

This match was a momentum push into 
the next day of gameplay. 

On Sunday, the Cajuns played Florida 
A&M, winning 3-1. Once again, the 
drive came from a heavy offense from 
Louisiana. They won the first set 25-19, 
the second 25-4, the third 25-23 and the 
last 25-13. 

Louisiana hit .257 percent with 54 kills. 
Darling once again showed her skills, 
earning 17 kills on 28 swings. Along with 
receiving the championship with her 
team, she was also awarded the MVP of 
the tournament. 

Fellow teammates Dree’Ana Abram 
and Hannah Ramirez made the all-
tournament team at the tournament. This 
was a first-time feat for Abram. 

Up next, Louisiana will play Southern 
Miss at Earl K. Long Gym on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 at 6:30 p.m. This will be the last 
home match of September for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, who won’t see E.K. Long Gym 
until Oct. 4. 

Following this single match, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns will head to Oklahoma for the 
Oklahoma Invitation Tournament. They 
will play Arizona State on Friday, Sept. 
13 at 11 a.m., Georgia Tech at 5 p.m. the 
same day and Oklahoma on Saturday at 
11 a.m.

Graphic by Andre Bourgeois

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Avery Breaux serves the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese Cowgirls on 
Friday, Sept. 6, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Hannah Ramirez digs the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese Cowgirls 
on Friday, Sept. 6, 2019.

OPINION

Unhappy students call 
for game day change

Louisiana recovers from 
loss, sweeps tournament

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

The Ragin’ Cajuns celebrate their point against the McNeese Cowgirls on Friday, Sept. 6, 
2019.
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Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

Bay Area singer-songwriter Lindsay 
Olsen, using the Salami Rose Joe Louis 
moniker, released her new album with 
stunning results. The album, titled 
“Zdenka 2080,” follows the protagonist 
through an interdimensional excursion 
after the rich have stolen the sun’s 
energy and left Earth. 

Everything about this is as eccentric 
and quirky as it sounds.

Olsen, who recently signed with 
acclaimed producer Flying Lotus’ record 
label Brainfeeder, applies her synthetic 
and unassuming style to an apocalyptic 
sci-fi narrative to create one of the most 
intriguing projects of 2019.

My first and only previous encounter 
with Olsen’s music was with her most 
streamed song on Spotify, “I Miss You 
So.” The song is a simple tune, showing 
off her knack for creating head-bobbing 
melodies with tasteful amounts of 
reverb, all carried by her feathery vocals.

A few months later, I came across a 
post via Brainfeeder detailing the fresh 
signee’s then-forthcoming album, and 
I’m glad I did. “Zdenka 2080” surpasses 
any expectations I could’ve had from 
only knowing one song by Salami Rose 
Joe Louis. It’s always a special thing to 
stumble across an excellent album from 
a vaguely familiar artist.

I certainly sensed Olsen’s DIY indie 
dream-pop sensibilities with “I Miss You 
So,” but her new record channels this 
and so much more, primarily exploring 
elements of nu-jazz.

For those unacquainted, nu-jazz is 
the fusion of electronica and jazz (aptly 
dubbed “jazztronica” by many). This 
genre tag certainly applies to “Zdenka 
2080,” with improvised synth-keys and 
jazz-inspired percussion sewed across 

the 22-track album.
Interestingly, many of these songs 

resemble the sort of thing found in old 
sci-fi video games for the Sega Genesis. 
Her vocals, however, are reminiscent of 
contemporary bedroom pop born from 
a culture of Bandcamp demos.

Experimentation with the unfamiliar 
is a key aspect to “Zdenka 2080,” which 
sets itself apart from run-of-the-mill 
indie pop music. These sound palettes 
would fit snugly into a number of 
curated Spotify playlists, but Olsen 
doesn’t shy away from creating sonic 
dissonance and emphasizes narrative 
over the mere atmosphere.

In fact, I would argue the most 
compelling aspect of this project is its 
story. It is distinctly otherworldly but 
feels all too plausible.

The year is 2080, and the Earth’s 
ecosystems are in total collapse. The elite 
of the world opts to harness the sun’s 
energy and escape to a distant planet 
rather than using their resources to help. 
Salami, a young woman left behind, 
is exploring a mansion abandoned by 
a rich family and stumbles across an 
octagonal room with eight paintings on 
each wall.

She discovers these are 
interdimensional portals, and travels 
through them with the intent of saving 
her Earth.

Along the way, it’s discovered that this 
octagonal room is effectively the brain 
of the Earth, and the content of the eight 
paintings influences the thoughts of the 
“Earth creature.”

A dismayed artist named Zdenka 
made the paintings, with grim and gory 
depictions of human realities on each. 
Salami encourages her to pursue more 
positive art instead.

I don’t think any eight sentence 
summary can justly describe the 
weirdness of this narrative. While it 

can be goofy, the overarching theme is 
brilliant.

In an in-depth interview with The 405 
about the album, she stated “what we’re 
soaking up in images from the media 
really does affect our actions, and we 
should try to promote positive imagery,” 
which is a perfectly simple way to 
summarize the purpose of “Zdenka 
2080.”

It’s hard not to break out in smiles 
over much of the dense and glimmering 
music found here, even with an 
apocalyptic setting grounding the story 

in a sense of urgency.
In a modern pop music culture that 

often avoids getting meditative about 
reality, this whimsical journey towards 
truth is refreshing.

Salami Rose Joe Louis cemented 
herself as an artist who will permanently 
be on my radar. “Zdenka 2080” wasn’t 
merely an unexpected album, it’s one of 
the most fulfilling projects of the year 
so far.

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Jami Jacobo
ALLONS WRITER

Far too often musical fame and 
recognition bypasses local artists and 
instead falls with more internationally 
commercialized artists. With most 
attention facing outward, it’s ever 
important to look inward at your local 
music scene. Everyone was a local 
musician at their start.

Starting this fall semester, “Ragin’ Beat: 
A Vermilion Podcast” will build the show 
with this is in mind.

I’ll be joined by The Vermilion’s music 
columnist and assistant web editor, Tim 
Ledet, whose eye for talent will help give 
more artists exposure.

The mission of the podcast will be to 
spotlight local and/or under-represented 
musicians, closing the gap between 
neighbor and new favorite artist. 

Lafayette is a cultural melting pot, 
stirring musical influence, so it’s 
important to recognize the diversity and 
creativity brewed in our backyard. 

It’s the uniqueness of Lafayette’s music 
scene that Tim and I truly admire.

Even at the local level, their music 
molds talent into truly interesting 
aesthetics and engaging stories. We want 
to have conversations with as many of 
these artists as possible.

“Ragin’ Beat” wants to help you find 
Lafayette musicians and unite the city 
with its music scene.

In addition, we’ll be covering what’s 
going on in the music world abroad. Each 
show will give you music to anticipate 
and music reviews to guide you to 
something new!

“Ragin’ Beat” will be found streaming 
on Spotify, SoundCloud and through The 
Vermilion’s website. 

The first podcast will be an 
introduction to the layout of the show 
and a great way to know our mission. 

If you would like to nominate 
a talented local artist, send your 
submissions to jamifayy@gmail.com, or 
timothyledet7@gmail.com. Let us know 
who you think is deserving of the local 
spotlight. We will be sharing podcasts 
every two weeks, so be sure to tune in 
and follow.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Photo via Brainfeeder

Album art from new concept album “Zdenka 2080” by Salami Rose Joe Louis.

TUNE IN

‘Ragin’ Beat’: a Vermilion podcast   
focused on under-appreciated artists

MUSIC

Salami Rose Joe Louis’ album ‘Zdenka 
2080’ is bright and supremely weird

Allons
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Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

As you know if you’ve read my “New 
Wild West” column, I feel strongly 
about the state of guns in the U.S., 
though I’m still divided personally. I 
see nations like Japan, where the gun 
laws are much stricter and they suffer 
far fewer gun deaths than the U.S., but I 
was raised in a fiercely gun-happy state. 

Recently, Wal-Mart made a stand for 
gun control; or at least, it may seem 
that way based on the fact that they’ve 
stopped selling certain ammunitions, 
as well as all handguns, especially if the 
ammunition could be used in military-
style weapons. 

Now, do I think this will make a 
difference? No, probably not. 

Not selling ammunition just 
circumvents the blame of whose bullets 
were in the mass shooter’s gun, but it 
doesn’t take out the clip. 

Not to throw stones at the 
corporation, but a few letters to the 
White House and some dropped sales 
aren’t going to change things. A part of 
me wants to be understanding, and say 
they’re trying their best. 

Then again, it’s a multi-billion dollar 
company and the biggest grocery store 
in the U.S.. They can do more

Without a doubt, there needs to be 
two fundamental changes in the U.S. 
for guns to be less of a threat, and that’s 
to realize that guns are not the threat. 
Guns present a capability, but they aren’t 
all-purpose and they aren’t autonomous. 

Let me set the scene for you. Two 
people are sitting in a truck, driver’s 
seat and passenger seat. The person in 
the driver’s seat has the intent to kill the 
passenger. Which do you think is more 

dangerous, an AR-15 in the backseat or 
a pistol under his driver’s side? 

It’s undoubtedly the pistol. Ease of 
use, space, whatever the reason, that 
gun is more capable than the other, 
despite the other being a more powerful 
weapon.

During a home invasion, is a shotgun 
best or an assault rifle? When being 
attacked by a wild animal, is a shotgun 
best or a handgun? The reason I bring 
up these examples is that guns can be 
dangerous in almost any sense, so we 
either take away all of them or none of 
them. 

One effectively is impossible and 
I don’t agree with, and the other is 
ignoring the problems we face. It’s not 
the gun, it’s the person. Before we ever 
banned assault rifles, we should have 
gotten more thorough background 
checks. Before we banned bump stocks, 
we should have had gun safety training 
mandatory before purchase. 

There is a deeper, more intrinsic 
problem that we face. No amount of gun 
banning will help it, because depending 
on the circumstance, a pistol is just as 
dangerous as an assault rifle. They both 
kill. Our job is to stop putting them in 
the hands of killers. 

So a part of me wants to applaud 
Wal-Mart for trying, but intent only 
gets you so far. It’s not going to help 
what happens here, it just changes who 
supplies the bullets. Sell handguns, 
Wal-Mart, just make it only possible 
with a lengthy background check, a gun 
safety class, and a physical and mental 
capability check-up. 

If this was to set an example, set a 
good one.

Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

Politics are hard.
Over the past few months, I’ve been 

learning more about how politics work, 
such as the different terminologies and 
positions. 

When I was younger, I had this 
mindset where if a politician was 
a woman or LGBT or some other 
minority, I would vote for them if 
I were old enough just because the 
representation was exciting. The idea of 
being part of the reason we had the first 
of something felt exciting.

Now, I understand it’s different than 
that, and there are other things to factor 
in when making a choice about who to 
vote for, such as their actual political 
views.

This article isn’t about politics 
though. I’ll leave that to our two 
amazing political columnists, Christian 
and Brett. Instead, this article is about 
politicians themselves — specifically the 
LGBT ones — because it just wouldn’t 
be the LGBT column otherwise.

In New Orleans, there’s a man named 
Evan Bergeron. His mission, which he 
appears to have accepted with much 
gusto, is to be the first out LGBT 
legislator for Louisiana. Next week, I’ll 
be writing about an interview with him 
about what it’s like to be gay while also 
involved in politics, but this week is a 
little different. Bergeron is an LGBT 
politician of the future; I want to talk 
about the politicians of the past this 
week.

And I want that discussion to begin 
with Kate Brown. 

Kate Brown is the first openly 
bisexual governor in the United 
States. She’s a Democrat who was first 
appointed to the Oregon House of 
Representatives to fill an empty space. 
She later joined the Oregon Senate, 
and then became secretary of state. 
Following that, she became governor 

due to John Kitzhaber’s resignation 
during a scandal. 

Gerry Studds was the first openly gay 
member of Congress. He started out in 
the 12th congressional district seat but 
moved to the 10th eleven years later. 
Studds was censured in 1983 by a vote 
of 420-3 after it was discovered he had 
a sexual relationship with a 17-year-old. 
Studds married Dean Hara in 2004 and 
then died in 2006 due to a pulmonary 
embolism (the blockage of an artery).

The first openly gay state attorney 
general in the United States was Maura 
Healey, who graduated from Harvard 
in 1992. Healey was the co-captain of 
the Harvard basketball team and played 
for a professional basketball team in 
Austria. She later became a special 
assistant district attorney in Middlesex 

County, before taking on a few different 
legal positions. In 2014, Healey won the 
election for attorney general. 

Also graduating from Harvard, we 
have Mark Takano, the first openly gay 
person of Asian descent (in his case, 
Japanese) in Congress. Takano taught 
in public schools before joining the 
political scene. In 1994, during the 
campaign for the United States House 
of Representatives, Ray Haynes outed 
Takano, which may have contributed 
to his loss of that election. In 2012, 
Takano won the election for the United 
States House of Representatives for the 
California 41st congressional district. 

Tammy Baldwin is a woman of many 
firsts. She became the first openly gay 
woman and first openly LGBT non-
incumbent in 1998 to be elected to the 

United States Congress. She’s also the 
first woman to represent Wisconsin in 
Congress. In 2012, she became the first 
openly LGBT person to be elected for 
a second term in the Senate. Unrelated 
to her political career, but is still a fun 
fact, is that Andy Samberg is her third 
cousin.

These people have made history in 
the United States and LGBT culture. It 
still feels extremely cool to be living in 
a time where we can have LGBT people 
in office, and I’m excited to see what 
other LGBT firsts we can accomplish. 
Although I love seeing the gay and 
lesbian achievements, I’d also like to see 
some other LGBT firsts — anyone else 
up for some nonbinary history to be 
made? 

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Recently, Louisiana suffered the loss 
of a former leader. Kathleen Blanco 
left a lasting impact on the state and 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
both in life and in death that Louisiana 
historians will examine for years to come. 

Our own Brianne Hendricks wrote 
such a great article last week on the 
former governor’s life, especially her 
relationship with UL Lafayette, that 
I simply cannot add to it. However, 
in death Blanco gave a glimpse of a 
progressing Louisiana in an unexpected 
way.

Tyler Bridges of The Advocate recently 
put out an article that caught my 
attention concerning the final days of 
Blanco combating her terminal cancer. 

In “excruciating pain,” the article says, 
“and appear[ing] to be on the verge 
of death,” she and her family came to 
the decision to try the newly legalized 
medical use of marijuana. The immediate 
effects of which, according to her family, 
sent her quality of life into a 180 spin that 
they say may have extended her life for 
two weeks.

This is another article I could not do 
justice for and would highly recommend 
reading in order to see the full impact 
this medicine had for her and her family 
(warning: your heart may warm in excess 
from the touching family stories). 

Instead, I will briefly discuss how I 
feel about Blanco’s final treatment as 
being a testimony to marijuana’s use 
as a palliative treatment and my hopes 
of Louisiana recognizing the potential 
for this plant’s uses. But as most people 
know, Louisiana has had a long history 
of barring any sort of access, whether 
medical or not, to this historically useful 
and socially significant drug. 

According to an (albeit somewhat out-
of-date) article from nola.com, cannabis 
was legalized for medicinal purposes in 
1978 when Gov. Edwin Edwards signed 
into law a limited medical marijuana bill 
that was essentially never put into effect. 
In 1992 this law was amended to include 
a few more conditions, but a framework 
for actually dispensing the drugs was 
never put in place. 

Fast forward to 2015 and Gov. Bobby 
Jindal signed into law one bill dealing 
with semi-decriminalization of marijuana 
and another setting up the crucial 
framework for actual medical marijuana 
dispensing.

This leads us to today where all but 
three states have allowed some sort 
of marijuana or THC uses to treat 
medical conditions. These conditions 
range from symptom stymieing (like 
reducing nausea, reducing pain and 
increasing appetite) to actual treatment 
of neurological conditions like epilepsy. 

As seen in the former governor’s case, 
alleviating the side effects of cancer 
treatment can be a major morale boost 
for the ailed person and their loved ones, 
even if it won’t cure the specific disease 
causing the pain. Palliative uses like 
this alone are reason enough for me to 
support it, never minding the fact that it 
is shown to treat ailments as well.

I would sincerely hope that Louisiana 
continues on this track to full medical 
uses of marijuana so that more energy 
and resources can be dedicated to finding 
out how we can best treat and care for the 
sick. 

Blanco’s passing was a loss to her 
family and to her state, but it was also a 
testament to the abilities of marijuana as 
a medical tool rather than just a despised 
drug. As in death so in life, Louisiana 
moves forward because of her.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Blanco’s passing shows 
promise of new medicine

Wal-Mart bans open 
carrying guns in store

LGBT

Historic LGBT politicians paved
way for a more inclusive future
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Join your friends and thousands 
of fellow students registering to 
vote at vote.org/la2019

Young voters between the ages of 18-29 changed 
the outcome of the 2018 election. Register to vote 
so you can decide your next Governor and state 
representatives and change the future of your state.  

• You can register using your campus address or  
your home address.

• You can have election notifications texted to you so you 
don’t forget to vote on October 12 and November 16, 2019.

REGISTER TO VOTE

Vote.org is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit and does 
not support or oppose any political candidate or party.

ELECTION ALERT:
Louisiana law requires you to register to 
vote by September 21 to cast your ballot 
in the October 12 Election for Governor 
and state representatives. 

vote.org/la2019


