Louisiana athletes join Students
comment
marches for social justice on UL meal
delivery

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

On Friday, Aug. 28, Louisiana Ragin’
Cajun athletes marched in Lafayette
to demand social justice. The date was
significant for two reasons. It was one
week after the killing of Trayford Pellerin
in Lafayette, along with being 57 years
after Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have A
Dream” speech.
Participants of the march included
football, soccer, volleyball and both
basketball teams. The athletes held
signs with phrases such as “support our
movement” and “I have no value without
a jersey.”
The march was organized by students
themselves and spearheaded by the
football team’s leadership council.
T.J. Wisham, a member of the council,
believed Pellerin’s death could have been
avoided.
“It shouldn’t have been a tragedy,” said
Wisham. “So this hits home. This hits
home for me because I’ve been racially
profiled. This hits home for so many
African Americans in our world because
this is the reality we have to face.”
He also said the team wants to see
change happen.
“This is one of our first plans of action
in our campaign as a team to continue to
push on things that we want to change
and bring light to situations,” said
Wisham.
Wisham added that the football team is
not done demanding justice and will hold
more events next month.
A similar student-led march was held
on LSU’s campus on the same day, after
being inspired by professional athletes.
The Lafayette march started near Cajun
Field and carried on to a Lafayette Police
Station on University Avenue.

Emily Miller
NEWS WRITER
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Louisiana athletes pose with Coach Billy Napier in the Quad on Friday, Aug. 28, 2020.

Back in June, Brandi Williams from
the women’s basketball team said
she believed the Black Lives Matter
movement is not just a trend.
“I think what happened to George
Floyd is definitely a lasting movement.
Now that everyone is standing together
and fighting as one including all races
it’s making a bigger difference,” Williams
said.
Williams added how she personally
feels.
“As a Black woman, I am more
aware of my surroundings than a white
woman. When I go run in the mornings
I always have to watch my back or
make sure I don’t run in certain parts
of the neighborhoods where I don’t
feel comfortable running. All lives
aren’t gonna matter until Black lives
matter too,” Williams wrote in a written
statement to The Vermilion.

Williams said there is a way that people
can make an impact.
“People should use their voices more,
especially the younger generation, by
being more involved. It could be in your
community, school, jobs, etc,” she said.
Athletes have certainly made that impact
with their march.
Head Football Coach Billy Napier
along with the entire football coaching
staff was in support of the march.
“We’ve made a lot of progress in our
country, but our work is not done. I think
sports has an opportunity, in particular,
to be a great example, to present a united
front and to help galvanize our campuses
or communities,” Napier said.
“This was a student-organized event,
but that’s what makes it significant and
that’s what I’m proud of,” Napier said.
“Other university administrators joined
the march as well.”

UL fraternity house sustains
heavy damage in hurricane

Amelia Jennings
NEWS DIRECTOR

On Wednesday, Aug. 26, during
Hurricane Laura, a large tree fell on and
partially destroyed the Theta Xi fraternity
house.
“One of the trees on the side of the
house got uprooted because of the wind
and the water loosened the soil,” Kevin
Geraci, the president of the UL Lafayette
Chapter of Theta Xi, said. “It fell on the
house, destroying the roof pretty much
completely and also allowing a fair
amount of water to get into the central
area of the house.”
The tree did major damage to the
interior of the house as well.
All of the furniture, including multiple
sofas, loveseats, recliners, tables and
TV’s were all destroyed due to the water
damage. Theta Xi might be able to
salvage their pool table and foosball table,
however. This is all on top of internal
repairs that need to be done.
None of the fraternity members were
injured. They had all evacuated before the
storm, as they suspected the trees could
pose a threat.
“When Laura came through we had
all evacuated to friends’ houses for the
storm. These trees are a danger,” Geraci
said.
Geraci said he was shocked and
heartbroken when he saw the damage.
“It was kind of unreal. This is my home
away from home,” Geraci said. “This is a
lot of my brothers in the organization’s
home. This is where memories are
made, and this is where a lot of their
time is spent outside of the classroom.
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Trucks removing a tree from the Theta Xi fraternity house at 4:50 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 28,
2020.

On Tuesday, Aug. 25, when Hurricane
Laura was set to hit Louisiana and
Texas, the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette devised a plan to provide
resident students with meals who were
staying on campus.
Jack Smith, a freshman to UL
Lafayette, said the university would
provide three meals in the morning to
ensure the students would not have to
go out on Wednesday and Thursday.
“The meals that they sent to us
didn’t really need to be refrigerated
or microwaved. Regardless of
circumstances, anyone would be fine,
as for lunch and dinner, they sent a
sandwich, chips, and a fruit cup for
each. Then for breakfast, they gave a
muffin, granola bar, orange, and a fruit
cup,” Smith said.
In addition to the food, the students
were given three bottles of water a day.
The university sent out a survey
before the storm to ask students of
allergies or dietary restrictions. When
students were receiving their meals,
those handing them out would ask
students their answers to the survey to
ensure there were no mistakes.
“Each day leading up to the storm,
the university sent updates through
email regarding the hurricanes and how
that would affect the class schedules,
food services and housing for residents.
Because Marco ended up lessening
over time, the only real changes to
daily life came with Hurricane Laura
on Wednesday leading into Thursday
morning,” Smith said.
The university also gave second
helpings to students if needed until they
ran out of food for the day.
Smith said that overall, the university
was consistently communicating with
the students as well as the resident halls.
“There was also a GroupMe where
the RAs could also keep us updated.
Overall, I felt like I was constantly kept
within the loop and couldn’t be more
satisfied with the current situation,”
Smith said.
Smith also said the university did
an excellent job of handling the meal
situation, as well as being inclusive
with those with dietary restrictions or
allergies.
Jordan Grider, a freshman resident,
said he was given all vegetarian meals in
accordance to his preference.
Smith said that it was, overall, a
positive experience, and UL Lafayette
did everything they could given
the circumstances. He said that the
university does not need to change
anything they did, and they seemed
happy and willing to help students.
While they followed Grider’s food
preference, he said that the meals were
okay, but not amazing.
“Maybe put a little bit more food
in some of the boxes. A sandwich and
chips is not the most filling dinner,” said
Grider.
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more updates

So to see it just demolished like this is
heartbreaking and very difficult.”
Many Theta Xi members, however,
have a brighter outlook now that the
damage has been assessed.
“The organization’s attitude is
surprisingly very positive right now. We
started a GoFundMe and insurance is
going to cover a lot of the costs,” he said.
“It’s going to be a long process, but the
organization still plans to be very active
on campus.”
As of Monday, Aug. 31 at 7:32 p.m.,
Theta Xi has raised $7,745 through
their GoFundMe called, “Repairing the
Theta Xi Fraternity house at UL.” It has a

$15,000 goal, and over 140 people have
donated.
The GoFundMe details what happened,
what was lost, and how they will use the
money.
“Many items were destroyed by
the tree/water. The organization has
taken a huge blow both financially and
emotionally. Anything will help,” the
GoFundMe page reads. “The chapter
intends to use the money to replace
damaged contents and improve on the
current condition of the house. Thank
you all for the support.”
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University career fair to
move completely online
John Roman

CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

Eliana Bartlett

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

During the week of Sept. 14, the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette will
be hosting a completely virtual career fair
for the first time in order to adhere to
social distancing guidelines.
Under normal circumstances, the
career fair involves physical interaction
with students and potential employers.
Usually, the Office of Career Services
encourages students to sport their
most professional attire. However,
the upcoming career fair looks quite
different.
Originally, it was supposed that a
limited contact job fair might be the best
course of action in this pandemic. In this
case, the only change at the fair would be
additional space between attendees along
with a mask requirement. Howbeit, the
university took the safety one step further
by moving the entire event online.
The university will connect students
with potential employers through
Handshake, an online job-searching
platform targeted to college students.
Even though this online transition
largely came to be because of the
COVID-19 crisis, there are some
advantages to hosting it online.
“What we’re sharing via Handshake,
students can participate from anywhere,
so they don’t have to be on campus. So
now we’re able to offer this experience to
a lot of our online students who may not
have had access before,” Amy Chauvin,
associate director of the Office of Career
Services, explained.
The fair will be split into three days
for different job areas: the STEM fair
on Monday, Sept. 14; the business,
government, and non-profit fair on
Thursday, Sept. 17; and the nursing and
allied health fair on Friday, Sept. 18.
Through Handshake, students can
sign up for 30-minute group sessions or
10-minute, one-on-one sessions with
employers. They can also choose to do it
over a video, audio or text chat.
Chauvin said, due to its advantages,
she could even see the university hosting
digital fairs under normal circumstances.

“You don’t have to stand in line to talk
to recruiters,” Chauvin said. “So, a lot
of times our highly requested recruiters
have long lines and sometimes students
don’t have time to wait in those lines
between classes if they attend the fair,
so they’re able to actually schedule time
ahead of the fair to actually visit with
those recruiters.”
These benefits also hold for recruiters.
Some recruiters are able to participate in
the fair now who may not have been able
to in the past due to travel costs and time
restraints.
There will be fewer recruiters
participating in the fair, however. In
the past, the fair has boasted between
100 and 120 total recruiters, whereas
52 total recruiters had registered for the
upcoming event at the time of speaking.
According to Chauvin, this reduction
was due to the pandemic’s effects on the
economy.
One UL Lafayette student, Julia
Aucoin, had expressed these concerns
about this outcome.
“Honestly, I want to see how job
markets are changing from COVID,” she
said.
Career Services will be offering several
options to prepare students for the fair.
One of these options will be a mock fair
on Sept. 9, so students can get the feel of
an online fair. More information on the
pre-fair preparations can be found on
Handshake.
UL Lafayette’s annual career fair
typically presents an opportunity for
liberal arts, business and nursing to
expand their knowledge of their field
outside of college. However, the job fair is
open to majors in every field.
Environmental science major Lauren
Bordelon had expressed interest in
the career fair to gain exposure to the
professional world.
“I hope to get more insight into
interview etiquette,” she said. “...rather
than hopping around applying at random
places.”
In addition to the career fair, recruiters
will be able to rent out interview rooms
or set up tables in the Student Union
during the Fall semester. The interview
rooms are also available to students,
should they need a space for online
or over-the-phone interviews. These
requests will also go through Handshake.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Adjunct professor shares musical
journey from early childhood to UL
Ethan Pitre

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

One University of Louisiana at
Lafayette music teacher already has a lot
going for him.
Jake Spinella, an adjunct music
professor at the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette, received his Master’s in music
from the university. He has experience
arranging, composing, orchestrating and
singing, as well as playing the piano and
the trumpet.
“I am told that from the age of 2 or 3 I
had a relationship with music,” Spinella
said in a statement to The Vermilion.
“My parents, who didn’t really know what
to make of it, noticed that after having
watched a movie or kid’s show that I
would be singing the music from it.
“Not in the sense of a traditional song
from say a Disney musical, but rather
the underscoring background music.
It wasn’t until 8 years later that I would
have my first music lesson.”
Spinella said he wasn’t interested in
teaching at first.
“Perhaps it had something to do with
that Jack Black quote from ‘School of
Rock,’ about those that can’t do – teach,”
he said in a statement.
His introduction to teaching was in
his high school geometry class, where
he helped with communication between
the students and a teacher with a thick
Russian accent.

“(...) I was the only one that
understood (the teacher). I wound
up preventing a student rebellion by
decoding Mr. Shotovsky’s lesson in real
time for my colleagues.”
Spinella would go on to receive
an undergraduate degree in music
composition from Rowan University,
where he found a job that would lead him
further down his path.
“When I got to college, I became a
Music Theory tutor. By the time I wanted
to go to Grad School, I was applying for
teaching assistantships.”
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When asked about how he found his
way to UL Lafayette, Spinella’s answer is
one many understand and even dream of.
“UL made me an offer I couldn’t
refuse!” he said in the statement. “When
applying for Grad School, UL offered
me a free-ride and a paid teaching
assistantship. I was very fortunate that
UL wanted to keep me after I graduated
from the program. I’ve been here ever
since!”
Spinella has also found Louisiana had a
demand for his knowledge and skills. On
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one side, he has found ample opportunity
as a musician.
“In the pre-Covid times, I would hustle
all weekend long to pick up any playing
gigs I could – whether that meant playing
with my own group, ‘Dr. Daylight’s Jazz
Co.,’ playing as a solo pianist in some
bar or restaurant, running out to Lake
Charles to playing in a casino as the
keyboard player in a cover band,” he said
in the statement.
On the other side, he has found a place
in Louisiana’s film industry, as one of our
native composers.
“... anytime the phone would ring, I
would stop everything and write music
for movies,” he said in his statement.
Spinella has been credited for his work
in the music departments of “Status:
Unknown,” “Shark Island,” and “Ozark
Shark,” as well as a songwriter and
performer on the soundtracks of “The
Christmas Contract” and “The Christmas
Wish.”
He has also been personally affected by
the global pandemic just like everyone
else. He has had to cancel or postpone
many performances, though he continues
to work digitally as the music director at
First Presbyterian Church.
“I miss making music with people in
real time and in the same space, it’s such
a huge part of my existence - but I won’t
be resuming any of that until it is safe to
do so,” he said in his statement.
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Ragin’ Cajuns well represented in
preseason all-conference selections
Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

Led by First Team selections Elijah
Mitchell, Joe Dillon and Rhys Burns,
our Louisiana football squad totaled 10
selections to the Sun Belt Preseason AllConference Teams.
Quarterback Levi Lewis led the way
representing the Second Team alongside
running back Trey Ragas, Max Mitchell,
O’Cyrus Torrence, Zi’Yon Hill and Eric
Garner. Senior quarterback Levi Lewis is
expecting a stellar year in his final season
of eligibility. The Ragin’ Cajuns are also
expecting a strong one-two punch of
Elijah Mitchell and Trey Ragas out of the
backfield this season.
In total, Louisiana piled 10 players
selected as preseason all-conference,
tying Appalachian State for the most in
the conference.
Star running back Elijah Mitchell
eclipsed the 1,000-yard rushing mark
season, making him one of six players in
school history to achieve this feat. Along
with this incredible amount of yardage,
Mitchell also reached 16 touchdowns on
the season, landing him on the FirstTeam All-Sun Belt honors in the 2019-20
season.
Electric punter Rhys Burns saw himself
on the Second Team All-Sun Belt last
season with a 44.2 yards per punt total.
A native of Melbourne, Australia, the
NCAA has seen an influx of talent from
down under in the punting game. Burns
expects himself to sit atop all

punters this season as First Team All-Sun
Belt.
O’Cyrus Torrence and Max Mitchell
will be in charge of taking over offensive
line duties after the Cajuns lost two
premier linemen to the NFL Draft.
Robert Hunt and Kevin Dotson played a
pivotal role in allowing the rushing game
to be so sound last season. The Miami
Dolphins snagged Hunt early in the
second round followed by Dotson being
selected later by the Pittsburgh Steelers.
On the defensive side of the ball, star
linebacker Joe Dillon will lead the way,
looking to follow up an incredible season
last year. Dillon led last year’s squad
with 8.0 sacks and 10.5 tackles for loss,
earning him Second Team All-Sun Belt.
The redshirt senior will be looking to put
his name on draft boards this upcoming
season.
With a revamped offensive line in
Torrence and Mitchell, a solid two-man
rushing game in Mitchell and Ragas,
a signal-caller who has the experience
and talent to succeed in Lewis, alongside
a killer defense, it appears the Ragin’
Cajuns are locked and loaded for another
standout season.
Several publications such as Street &
Smith’s, Athlon, Lindy’s and Phil Steele’s
predict the Ragin’ Cajuns will win the
West division of the Sun Belt Conference
for the second year running, according to
the Daily Advertiser, bringing back a ton
of talent with some new faces as well.
The season will kick off on Saturday,
Sept. 12 in Ames, Iowa, against the Iowa
State Cyclones.

Photo via Ragin Cajuns Football Twitter

OPINION

Why Ragin’ Cajuns should avoid
postponing their season like Big 10

Evan Hale

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Choosing not to postpone the
college football season will benefit The
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.
The Big 10 conference has elected to
postpone their season until the spring.
The Big 10 is absolutely loaded with
talent being home to schools such as
Ohio State, Michigan, Wisconsin and
Penn State. Any Saints fan would know
exactly what I mean when I say it is
a talented conference. The Saints had
seven players make the NFL top 100 list,
and four of those players played in the
Big 10 conference.
With the postponement of their
season, this opens the door for smaller
schools to fill those national TV slots
left open and also show what their
program has to offer. Louisiana athletes

have more of an advantage because they
will get more exposure to scouts of NFL
teams and increase the school’s chances
of having a high draft choice.
The Ragin’ Cajuns’ last season had the
best rushing offenses in all of college
football with three running backs
posting 800 yards or more. Yet it was
barely mentioned due to the likes of
J.K. Dobbins out of Ohio State who was
just dominating teams with his rushing
attack. This season though, more of the
Ragin Cajuns’ will be seen. Obviously
they will live in the shadows of the SEC
that is home to defending National
Champions LSU, as well as Alabama and
Georgia, but with the Big 10 not playing,
more scouts may look to the Sun Belt
conference where the Cajuns play for
some talent.
The Cajuns had a respectable record
last season of 11 wins to three losses. To

The exterior of Cajun Field faces Bertrand Drive.

put that into perspective, Michigan was
9-4. However, the Cajuns did not get
the same exposure or recognition that
Michigan received. This season, without
the Big 10, that will change. I get that it
is different teams, different matchups
and, in some cases, stiffer competition,
but it is all Division I football. Each
team has finely tuned athletes at their
disposal, and they are playing another
team with the same characteristics. The
skill level may be different in some cases,
but all these players have shown they are
good enough to play at this level. So now
analysts and scouts will be almost forced
to take a closer look at the Cajuns and
their program, as the big names schools
are waiting until the spring.
The Cajuns have a good bit of local
talent on their team because they might
have grown up in a place that was not
highly recruited. These players now

have a massive opportunity to show, not
only the NFL, but the world that they
can play. The Cajuns have the advantage
scouting-wise. Football is very much a
business of “What have you done for me
lately?” Since the Cajuns will actually
have the chance to get on the field and
play, scouts have more to look at other
than last year’s game film or a video of
that athlete working out. Due to this,
the Cajuns’ chances of having a high
number of draft picks increase. If the
Cajuns have a lot of players drafted to
the NFL, more players will want to come
to the school, the more recognition we
will get, and then next thing we know
we are up there with the likes of LSU,
Alabama, Ohio State, Clemson and
Oklahoma.
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more updates

Photo by Kenton Jackson / The Vermilion
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2019 softball team was UL’s best ever
Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns softball
team has an impressive track record.
From 2013 to now, they’ve always been
one of the top-performing teams for
Louisiana.
However, one team, in particular,
takes the cake for the best softball
team in UL Lafayette history. The 2019
softball team was one of the most
successful in history, and the statistics
back it up.
The team went with an overall
record of 52-6 and an almost flawless
conference record of 25-1. Six losses
total for a season and only one in
conference play is not something you
see often.
In their game against Incarnate Word,
the Ragin’ Cajuns succeeded in stealing
a record of eight bases. They won the

game 11-0. They slaughtered their
competition, scoring 21 runs versus
zero against A&M Corpus Christi. In
comparison, in 2020, the team stole four
bases as the most in a single game and
19 runs.
On the pitching end of the field,
Summer Ellyson struck out 10 of Ole
Miss’ players, which limited them to
scoring no runs.
The team meshed together well on
all fronts from pitching and catching
to outfielding, infielding and hitting.
Spearheaded by a strong senior presence
and Head Coach Gerry Glasco, they
were not lacking in any aspect.
A huge contributor to the success
of the softball team was the four
powerhouse seniors. Keeli Milligan,
Alison Deville, Lexie Comeaux and
Kara Gremillion were all praised by
Glasco during their senior campaign,

not only for team play but also their
leadership.
Milligan only played for Louisiana for
one year after transferring from Texas
A&M, but Glasco still commented on
her impact.
“She’s been critical, and she’s such a
great kid, she’s a great student-athlete
and she’s kind of a freak in the weight
room. She was a great leadership tool
for our strength coach. And her speed
has really helped us a lot,” Glasco said.
Another leader on the field was
Deville.
“Alison Deville is a phenomenal
example of a kid who keeps working
and has gotten so much better. Now
she’s all of a sudden become a very
critical piece of our bullpen, and we’ve
been using her to close,” Glasco said.
Glasco also said Comeaux was
another great leader like Deville, but
even more vocal to her team.

“I think of someone who’s willing to
do any single thing for our program.
She’s willing to sit out a game if that’s
what’s needed, she’ll just play any
position I ask her to. She wants to win,
she wants her team to win and she’s a
kid that’s totally selfless,” Glasco said.
Glasco added that Gremillion was an
all-around player, from stealing bases to
offense and defense.
“She is a very quiet, silent leader, but a
great example of someone who practices
as hard as they can practice, every single
day her practice is as hard or harder
than the game, and she just plays the
game the right way, always looking for
the extra base,” Glasco said.
There may be a season in the future
that outshines the 2019 season, but for
now, the accomplishments from this
record-breaking season are untouchable.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Looking back: Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball
record holds up over previous succes

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Freshman Celeste Darling (5) spikes the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the UTEP Miners on Friday, Aug. 30, 2019.

Olivia Beauvais
SPORTS WRITER

Every year, Louisiana volleyball works
tirelessly to become better athletes and
a better team. Let’s take a look back to
the 2010 season highlights to see how
the team compared to our last season in
2019.
Although the 2010 season record
outshines that of the most recent season,
looking closely at the specifics shows
the team stats for 2019 are impressive as
well.
In 2010, the Ragin’ Cajuns went 17-16
overall, 7-9 in the Sun Belt conference,
10-2 for home games, and 4-9 for away
games.

Louisiana volleyball walked away with
a solid 17 victories for the first time in
a decade and qualified for the Sun Belt
Tournament for the first time since
2002.
These statistics didn’t come as a
surprise as the Ragin’ Cajuns were
led by Head Coach Heather MazeitisFontenot, all-time winningest head
coach in Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns
Volleyball history.
Lesley Mirarchi, a junior at the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
in 2010, was another huge asset to
the Ragin’ Cajuns Volleyball team. By
her junior year, Mirarchi was named
All-Sun Belt - Second Team and AllLouisiana - Second Team, the first UL

athlete to earn All-Sun Belt honor since
2002.
She also led the team on offense with
364 kills (2.98 kills per set), and was a
defensive asset with 98 block assists,
finishing with 106 total blocks. Lastly,
she was named Sun Belt Conference
Player of the Week for Sept. 27 after
recording a 0.365 attacking percentage
in the opening conference weekend.
For the 2019 season, however,
Louisiana Volleyball had an overall
record of 14-16, a 10-6 conference
record, an 8-6 home, and a 6-5 away
record. This left the Ragin’ Cajuns
nationally ranked in the Top 20 with a
placing of No. 9 for their entire season.

In comparison to the 2010 season,
however, the defensive stats for 2019
were improved. The total number of
digs for the season was 1967, with digs
per set averaging at 17.9.
The number of attacking and
blocking errors on the season decreased
significantly, solo blocks increased by
almost 30, and the average number
of kills per set increased. Each one of
these show improvements made both
individually and by the team as a whole.
This past season was also a big one for
Coach Heather Mazeitis-Fontenot, as
she celebrated her 400th career win as a
collegiate head coach.
These strides in the right direction
didn’t go unnoticed, though. Total
attendance for the semester went up by
almost 3,000. This was powerful, not
only for the women on the court, but for
the school as a whole.
While the women of Louisiana
volleyball have been putting in work on
the court, they also make it a priority to
excel in the classroom and community.
This year the NCAA announced its
Public Recognition Awards, and the
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Volleyball
program finished among the top 10%
of their sport based on the most recent
Academic Progress Rates.
Director of Athletics for StudentAthlete Academics Services Christy
Alford said, “For our volleyball team
to achieve at this level is incredible. It
is a testament to the hard work and
dedication our volleyball studentathletes demonstrate on a daily basis
in balancing academics, athletics, and
community service.”
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more updates

T HE V E R MI L I O N | S E P T E MB E R 2 , 2 0 2 0

Allons

5

OPINION

Cringe compilations, cringe culture
are doing more harm than anything
Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

I’ve been on the internet for a long
time. I frequent Twitter and Instagram,
Facebook less often, and I even have a
Tumblr.
Tumblr is known as the scourge
of the internet. I wouldn’t say it’s as
bad as Reddit, but sometimes, it gets
pretty close. Multiple companies have
bought Tumblr, and they’ve all sold it
for significantly less than what they
paid for it. Despite that, the “Tumblr
Community” is going strong.
I actually like Tumblr. I make sure
I follow drama-free blogs, so my dash
is usually filled with pretty art, puns,
and dumb memes. I don’t make any
original posts of my own, but I don’t feel
like I need to. Tumblr is a gold-mine of
resources and references and cat pictures.
And yes, Tumblr has had its moments.
Through it all, my enjoyment never really
faltered.
I said that I try to follow drama-free
blogs, but that doesn’t mean I don’t see
my fair share of it anyway. Lately, the
discourse I’ve been forced to witness
has been centered around “Cringe
Compilations.”
If you don’t know what that means,
I’m genuinely impressed, but mostly a
little worried about whether or not you’re
getting squished by the rock you’re living
under.
A cringe compilation is a video
designed to make the viewer feel very
uncomfortable. It usually draws on your
secondhand embarrassment, which some
people feel more strongly than others.
Personally, I have had moments where
I’ve had to put down my book or walk
away from a show for a few minutes
because I felt so bad for the characters.
These compilations can be
entertaining, but honestly, they really
bug me. Almost every compilation I’ve
seen has been a bunch of fan art spliced
together over some badly played music.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

The art itself is usually bad as well, which
is the cringe part.
“That’s so bad, why would anyone post
that to the internet?” Is the question the
video begs you to ask. On one hand, yes,
the art is truly atrocious sometimes. On
the other hand … what is the point of
being so mean?
Some bad art that’s posted online is
intentionally bad. It’s specifically made
to get a laugh out of someone. But not all
art is bad on purpose. Sometimes it’s a
little kid on the internet who just wants
to show off some work they’re proud of.
Someone once told me that it’s okay to
be rude to others, because if they can’t
handle being insulted, they shouldn’t
interact with others.
That is such an incredibly awful take.
I’ve heard others say that kids shouldn’t
be on the internet. Others have said
that life isn’t fair, so putting kids into
unfair situations is justifiable. That’s such
garbage.

Listen. Maybe kids shouldn’t be on
the internet. Fine. They’re there anyway.
If you know there are children on the
internet and are okay with being mean to
them just because “It’s their own fault,” I
have to tell you that you’re a bad person,
point-blank. Most bad art online is from
children. When you comment on it or
put it into a video to make fun of it, you
know you’re probably making fun of a
little kid.
It can be devastating to a child to have
something they’re proud of be mocked
viciously by strangers, especially if they
put it online expecting praises. All it takes
is one rude comment, and that child
might decide to give up drawing forever.
Sometimes, it’s not a child. It can be an
adult who has only just recently gotten
into art. Adults can take mockery and
criticism better than children, but it can
still be soul-crushing for an adult to have
something they worked hard on be

publicly ridiculed. Adults aren’t invincible
just because they’re over 18.
Some videos even lead to the artist
getting insults and death threats in their
inboxes online. That’s painfully common
on the internet as a whole, but especially
Tumblr. No piece of bad art is worth
threatening someone else, especially if
they might be a child.
Your annoying video and the views it
gets aren’t worth ruining another person’s
self-esteem. It’s not worth making them
afraid to show off things they’re proud
of. Your video might get thousands or
millions of views, but nobody is going
to remember you because of it. No one
will know who you are or care about you
because of it. But someone could get hurt
because of it and if you’re willing to take
that risk, you shouldn’t be allowed on the
internet.
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more updates

OPINION

Congress is the people’s branch, ought to act like it
Christian Janes

POLITICAL COLUMNIST

I think I could speak for most when
I say that the consolidation of power
in the hands of one or a few people is
certainly a recipe for authoritarianism.
I am using the word “authoritarian” as
defined by Merriam-Webster in which
it means “of, relating to, or favoring a
concentration of power in a leader or an
elite not constitutionally responsible to
the people.” Ironically, the best and most
efficient form of government would most
likely be something akin to a benevolent
dictator, where power is concentrated in
and exercised by a deferred to a leader
who acts only in the good of the people
and not of the good of themselves. While
it is possible for a benevolent dictator to
exist (there are arguably some modern
examples), there is no test to find one
and there is no guarantee that they will
stay benevolent. Therefore, it would
seem that taking power away from
centralized characters, or preventing the
consolidation of power in the first place,
is the best that we can do for long term
governance.
Our Constitution is supposed to
accomplish this exact goal. Executive,
legislative and judicial duties are separated
into three distinct co-equal branches so
that they may provide checks on each
other if they go out of bounds of their
defined powers. The Founding Fathers
created the government this way on
purpose because in their view, mixing
these three powers in any one person or
body would lead to tyranny—what I will
call authoritarianism. What I believe they
imagined would eventually happen is that
either a congress or president would try to
take power from the other. So to prevent
that usurpation, each branch had the
ability to “cancel” the other’s action. For
instance, a president can veto legislation
they feel is unconstitutional, or Congress
can impeach and remove executive
officers who commit certain acts. What
I do not think they envisioned would
happen, though, was apathy. Specifically,
I believe apathy on the part of Congress
has led to an increase in the power of

the executive through the purposeful
delegation of powers to it. This, coupled
with executive overreach, has led us down
a path to executive tyranny just as the
Founding Fathers attempted to prevent.
Congress is the duly elected body of
our government. The 535 senators and
representatives are directly elected by the
people, and thus, are the most accountable
members of the federal government. The
president is indirectly elected through the
Electoral College, and federal judges are
appointed for a life term by the president.
It is my belief, then, that the body nearest
to the voice of the people ought to be
the most powerful, as they are closest to
the needs and wants of the people, and
the easiest to make accountable to their
whims.
Yet that is not what we see today.
The executive branch is easily the most
powerful because powers that should be
exercised by Congress (a group of 535
directly elected people) are instead being
exercised by the president (one indirectly
elected person). Take war powers, for
instance. If I were to ask anyone on the
street today “Is the United States at war
with a foreign enemy?” most would say
“yes, we are at war in the Middle East.”
But here is the thing, are we actually at
war? The answer is no. We are not at war,
because according to Article I, Section
8, Clause 11 of the Constitution, “(The
Congress shall have Power) To declare
War.” A declaration of war has not been
passed by Congress since the 1940s during
World War II, yet there have been several
military conflicts our country has been
in and continues to be involved in today.
The legislative branch has voluntarily
relinquished their military power to the
president and has, through authorizations
of military force, rubber-stamped any use
of military he wants.
Another power that Congress has
started to lose is the “power of the purse.”
The president is by law obligated to create
a budget proposal and send it to the
House of Representatives and the Senate,
who ultimately decide on how much
money will be spent by whom and for
what. The president may get what is in his
budget, or he may not, but in whatever
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case, he is only allowed to spend money
as appropriated by Congress in the way
Congress prescribed it to be. That is:
The president may not spend money on
things Congress did not say he could,
he may not spend more than Congress
said he could and he may not spend less
than Congress said he could. Granted,
Congress may provide some flexibility in
how the president may shuffle funds to
accommodate changing situations, but it
is never so drastic as to, say, divert billions
of dollars from the military to build a wall
on the border or unilaterally introducing
a $400 a week federal unemployment and
deferring the collection of payroll taxes.
Even something as powerful as the
president’s veto power was made more
powerful by Congress before being struck
down by the Supreme Court as being
unconstitutional. The president has the
power to veto any law passed by Congress,
but they can only veto the entire law, not
certain aspects. Presidents have sought
this power since the beginning of the
country since it would allow them to exert
more control over how laws are made.
Eventually, with the Line Item Veto Act of
1996, Congress gave President Bill Clinton
just that. Later, however, the Act was
ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court in a 6-3 decision after Bill Clinton
exercised his new power on two budgetary
acts. Those vetoes were unconstitutional
because when Bill Clinton vetoed a

portion, but not the whole, of legislation
passed by Congress, he “amended two
Acts of Congress by repealing a portion
of each (...) There is no provision in the
Constitution that authorizes the President
to enact, to amend, or to repeal statutes.”
The Supreme Court unequivocally denied
Congress the ability to cede its power to
the president — and the better we are for
it.
I feel Congress has slowly chipped
away at its own power and allowed others
to grab a piece for themselves because
members of Congress are often in gridlock
and cannot get what they want passed,
yet these obstacles are often self-imposed,
such as the 60-vote cloture rule in the
senate and can be overcome by removing
them. Whereas for Congress, the process
to create, introduce, amend and pass a
bill is time-consuming and inefficient, the
president — who can act unilaterally and
on a whim — is very efficient in enacting
and shaping policy. Our country’s
collective impatience has essentially made
it okay to delegate powers that should be
in the hands of directly elected members
of congress to indirectly elected wannabe
autocrats. Congress ought to weaken the
presidency back to what it historically was
before by doing only their constitutionally
prescribed duties and nothing less.
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more updates
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OPINION

Making the jump to online college
Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

I was never homeschooled, and it really
showed last semester.
When COVID-19 hit, the university
canceled in-person classes fairly quickly.
We had to spend the rest of the semester
doing online classes. It sucked, but it was
necessary. In fact, I was pretty jazzed.
I thought it would be easier than inperson classes. I wouldn’t have to wake
up early to attend class, I could do my
work whenever I wanted (so long as it
was before the due date,) and best of all,
I could do it all in my pajamas. I figured
I was in for an easy, relaxing end to my
semester.
I was so wrong.
Living in the middle of a pandemic is
already very stressful. Suddenly, you and
everyone you love are at risk of catching
a potentially fatal disease. New rules
are put into place that you now have to
follow while watching others completely
disregard them. And for a lot of people,
the beginning of the pandemic meant
that they were unable to work.
All of that is hard enough without
having to worry about online classes
as well. I have friends who were
homeschooled, but I attended a private
school for pretty much my entire life.
Although my high school used iPads, it
couldn’t be considered an “online school”
by any means. While my high school
did help to prepare me for college, they
definitely did not prepare me for the
possibility of online classes.
When we first made the switch, I
was an absolute disaster. I had trouble
keeping up with due dates, I couldn’t
motivate myself to get out of bed on time
for the Zoom meetings, and not having
internet in my bedroom at the time
meant that I had to do my classwork in

the living room where my family likes to
play video games.
Over the summer, I’ve been working
on improving my online class experience.
Now that a week or two of classes
has passed, I’m happy to report that
I’m doing significantly better in my
schoolwork, and I want to share with
you what works for me. After all, I can’t
imagine I’m the only one who has been
struggling with online classes.
First, you have to have a designated
spot to do work. Trying to do classwork
or studying in bed isn’t going to cut it.
It’s comfortable, but your brain needs to
be able to make the distinction between
“Place to work” and “Place to rest.” Since
you sleep in your bed, you’ll get tired a
lot sooner if you’re studying there.
Speaking of a workspace, if you’re the
type of person who’s easily distracted, try
to keep your work area free of anything
that’s even remotely interesting. You want
to be able to keep your focus on the task
at hand, be it studying or homework.
That being said, your space doesn’t
necessarily have to be completely devoid
of anything. Why do you like studying
in your bed? Because it’s comfy? Bring
a small blanket or a pillow to your chair
with you. Fill your workspace with things
that make you happy, like photos or
motivational quotes. Make sure you can
draw the line between something that
inspires you and something that distracts
you.
It’s also important to have a
comfortable chair. Taking breaks every
few hours to stretch is good, but having a
nice chair will take a lot of the strain off
of your back. I’m guilty of not stretching,
but try Googling some basic back
stretches for office workers and give them
a shot.
Now that you have a good work
environment, you can get to work. Check
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your email and Moodle multiple times
a day to make sure you don’t miss any
assignments. Invest in a planner and
make sure you write down all due dates
and assignments. If you put it off, you’ll
miss some work, and all of the dates that
have built up will seem overwhelming.
I have a physical planner, but there
are also digital options that work well.
I personally enjoy a simple Google
Calendar. I also keep a chalkboard
calendar on my wall next to my desk to
write due dates on for that month. That
allows me to see what I need to get done
every time I sit at my desk and helps
prioritize what I need to accomplish.
Usually, although not always, you will
need to attend a virtual class. It’s very
easy to skip them, but it’s always better to
go and take notes. Most professors record
and upload their lectures to Moodle
afterward, so I like to take notes during
class and then watch the recorded lecture
and rewrite my notes a few days later. I
eventually rewrite them a third time, this
time on my iPad with Notability, to make
them neat and pretty.
I take advantage of Quizlet as often as

possible. It’s a really great learning tool
for me personally, and I know a lot of
people who rely on it as well. Making a
few Quizlet terms a day and completing it
before your exam helps future you. When
your exam rolls around, you can waste
less time actually making a Quizlet, and
get straight to studying.
And of course, make sure to study!
Although you aren’t in a classroom, you
do still have classmates. Moodle offers a
forum feature where professors usually
encourage their students to ask questions.
Your professors should be open to
receiving emails with questions as well if
posting to a forum seems embarrassing.
Online classes can be new to you, but
they don’t have to be the end of you.
And if you have ADHD, online classes
can seem disastrous, but don’t worry.
Check out the YouTube channel “How
to ADHD.” Jessica provides a multitude
of great tips on working from home.
You know they’re good because she has
ADHD herself.
Whether you’re new to online classes
or it’s all you’ve ever known, I hope this
semester is good for you.

OPINION

Why I’m considering leaving the United States
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Brett Smith

POLITICAL COLUMNIST

I’ve never considered leaving the
country until now.
Comparison is a dangerous game. It
makes you second guess yourself, fix your
mindset on self-loathing and alienate
your friends. Unfortunately, all we’ve seen
in the last couple of months has been
constant comparison. This poisonous

activity causes strife, and Americans
today are swimming in it. I’ve given some
thought to moving countries, and here is
why.
It’s not the police brutality videos. It’s
not the civil unrest and the riots and the
shootings. Those are all part of a problem
that continues to plague us, racism. It’s
in everyday life, it’s in generations as
young as mine and as old as forever, it’s a
constant nagging thought that minorities

(especially African Americans) were the
lowest on the totem pole in society.
Let’s dig deeper though. It’s more
than just the nagging thoughts — it’s the
comments.
When I scroll through social media, all
I get to see are people’s true colors. And it
disheartens me, but more importantly, it
should make people acutely aware of the
degree of problem we’re dealing with.
This is not just older people, who are
victims of their time. This is in everything
we’ve made and its foul spirit seeps into
everything we do.
The police system has failed us, it’s
started hurting us, so we must change the
policy. The reason it started hurting us
was because its first iteration in southern
states was an agency to capture runaway
slaves, according to Eastern Kentucky
University.
It doesn’t matter how far you stray from
your roots; if your roots are in that mess,
you’re not going to get out of that easily.
As an American history buff, all I’ve ever
wanted was the best for my country. I love
this place I call home, but I’ve been hit
with a realization recently that America is
not at the center of the world.
America is a country, like many others.
It makes a lot of money, but that doesn’t

matter because the wealth is distributed
so unevenly. It has great research and
development into medicine, but a
rattlesnake bite could have you paying
hospital bills for the rest of your life. And
if it’s true the United States sets the tone
for the rest of the world, then we should
have brought about monumental change
in the Middle East, but we haven’t.
Other countries have something that I
don’t think we have. They have humility.
Other countries’ culture revolves around
a slow love of life. France, Italy, England,
Germany, Norway, you spend time at
those places and you notice just how
humble they are.
That humility has gravitated me towards
living somewhere else, as ashamed as I am
to admit it.
That’s something that everyone should
consider, and I advise that to my readers
as well. Just spend some time and think
about living somewhere else, at the very
least travel and see how others live.
There are other options despite
America’s attempt at telling you we’re the
most important country in the world.
We’re not, and for the time being, I’m glad
that’s the case.

OPINION

Good manners mask the problems of Southern
life in Louisiana documentary ‘Bogalusa Charm’
Timothy Ledet
ALLONS WRITER

Towns in the American South often
contend with a troubling paradox: the
clash between charm and rot. Growing
up in Acadiana, I’ve traveled through
and familiarized myself with many
communities that struggle to escape
this phenomena. And perhaps it’s not
as much of a clash as it is an embedded
relationship baked into the cake
when these towns and cities were first
developed.
The 2017 documentary “Bogalusa
Charm,” directed by Steve Richardson,
a Bogalusa native displays a town in a
longstanding path of social and economic
dissipation. While there’s plenty that’s
“ugly” about Bogalusa, the filmmakers
manage to thread a heartfelt humanity
through the ugliness. The documentary
delves into the persistence and/or
ignorance necessary to stay afloat in
a town drowning in its structural and
social shortcomings.
The film is centered around Smoky
Creek Charm School, run by one “Miss

Dixie,” where the mission is to develop
young women into young “ladies.”
Scenes weave in and out from the charm
school to background information and
interviews about life in Bogalusa, past
and current.
Viewers learn that Bogalusa was
originally a promising industrial town
when a New York entrepreneur saw the
vast amount of virgin longleaf pines as
an opportunity to establish the world’s
largest lumber mill. He succeeded, but in
doing so eviscerated Washington Parish’s
supply of resources and the lumber mill
folded after a little over twenty years.
In the first five minutes, we see a map
of the original development of Bogalusa,
where the town is separated into four
distinct quadrants: the lumber mill itself,
a commercial district and two residential
areas for the mill operators and laborers,
one white, and the other colored. It’s the
first subtle gesture highlighting Bogalusa’s
divided social climate, and as the film
goes on, that reality is confirmed more
and more.
In addition, swaths of deep issues
are presented: economic collapse,
environmental degradation, rampant teen

pregnancy, Christian hegemony, white
supremacy, cultural vapidness, violent
civil rights struggles, unsuccessful racial
integration of schools and businesses, a
burgeoning carceral state and so on.
And yet, the social structuring of
Bogalusa masquerading as “tradition”
ultimately desensitizes its denizens and
subdues hostility as far as the film shows.
Good manners are the primary theme
here. As Miss Dixie’s husband states
towards the end of the film, “Manners
are a means of enabling coexistence.”
Bogalusa residents constantly reiterate
this sentiment, pointing towards
an exceptional sense of civility and
neighborliness among each other. As the
mother of a Smoky Creek graduate says,
“If you’re gonna be ugly to somebody,
you have to do it nicely.”
This pretense resonates with me, as
does the general focus on frivolous
pursuits and arbitrary etiquette all too
typical of Southern livelihood. The
parallels between Bogalusa and Lafayette
are deeply familiar.
A recent letter from Jackie Lyle written
to The Current, an independent Lafayette
news outlet, perfectly encapsulated this

social situation common of communities
in South Louisiana, and the American
South at-large:
“We have the nicest racism. It is so
polite.”
In this current socio-politcal moment,
we need to realign our perspectives.
Femininity isn’t defined by how you hold
a fork, nor is it exclusive to Southern
women. Racism isn’t a bygone issue, nor
is it only found in explicit acts of hate.
White supremacy is ever-present, and is
almost certainly the principle on which
your town was established. Progress
isn’t found in a new petrochemical
processing plant, or in the gentrification
of our downtown areas. “Blue lives” are
a figment of the white imagination, as
is the victimhood complex when these
issues are brought to light.
I implore you to watch “Bogalusa
Charm” to see how these contradictions
and systemic problems play out in a
community similar to your own. The
filmmakers, whether they intended
to or not, illuminate the facade of
“good manners” for what it really is:
complacency in the face of a tearing
social fabric.

