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With few options for commuter 
parking and limited space to expand, 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
is restricted in how it can accommodate 
its commuter students, but that does not 
mean it’ll be stuck this way forever.

According to Director of the Office of 
Transportation Services Stuart Glaeser, 
there are approximately 5400 parking 
spaces on UL Lafayette’s campus, 
and 1858 of those spots are saved for 
faculty and staff, with 2392 spots being 
residential parking and the remaining 
1150 spaces being commuter parking.

As Glaeser explained, UL Lafayette’s 
lack of space to expand is its main issue 
when it comes to divvying up space for 
students to park. 

“I mean that’s our biggest issue — 
we’re landlocked,” Glaeser said. “And 
unfortunately, even if we had some land 
… Girard Park Tower, I mean, that’s a 

$20 million facility, and the debt service 
on that is $1.5 million every year until 
2044 — that’s what we pay for that garage 
every year.”

Girard Park Tower provides the 
only commuter parking available to all 
students on campus, as well as the only 
visitation parking on campus outside of 
the Student Union’s 30-minute parking. 

The tower is divided between per-
semester permit parking and meter 
parking. 939 students have purchased a 
parking pass for Girard Park Tower for 
the fall 2019 semester.

“In order for that garage to pay for 
itself, I would have to charge $1300 a year 
per space to pay that note payment on 
that garage,” Glaeser added. “You can’t 
hardly ask any student — or faculty, staff 
or anybody — to pay over a hundred 
dollars a month to park there. I mean … 
they just don’t have that capability.” 

Peyton Richard, senior art education 
major, is one of the students who use the 
meter parking in the first few floors of 
the tower. She said she doesn’t park there 
every day, but most days it does come in 
handy for her as an art student.

“I take a bunch of art classes, so I have 
a lot of stuff to carry with me,” Richard 
said. “So taking the shuttle every day 
is not an option. I have to park in the 
tower every day because you can’t bring a 
giant portfolio on the bus with you … so 
parking there is my best choice.”

Glaeser added that, in the long term, 
the Office of Transportation Services will 
be looking at other, potentially better 
ways to get students to campus:

“As a university if we continue to grow, 
and as new buildings and stuff get built 
… looking down the road 10 years, 12 
years, we’ve got to think about some 
sustainable parking or sustainable ways to 
get people here on campus or give them 
options to get to campus without having 
to park on campus,” Glaeser said.

The options Glaeser discussed were 
more than just constructing another 
parking garage somewhere. 

The office has worked with the Office of 
Sustainability to see where larger groups 
of students commute from, and Glaeser 
said they were considering leasing a 
parking lot out in Carencro or Crowley 
and shuttling students from there. 

Although this shuttle would run 
less frequently than the Cajun Field 
shuttle, Glaeser said it could still lessen 
congestion in Lafayette and be beneficial 
to the environment.

All parking fees and permit payments 
go directly to the Office of Transportation 
Services, as it is self-sufficient and 
does not receive any money from the 
university. The office uses this money 

to pay for everything from leasing and 
fueling buses to student and full-time 
labor.

Beyond just on-campus parking, there 
are also 3,651 commuter students who 
opt to park at Cajun Field for free and 
take a shuttle to campus. About 900 
students are shuttled to campus per hour, 
according to Glaeser.

Among these students is junior 
psychology major Olivia Lujan, who 
alleges to have had a strange issue with 
parking at Cajun Field over the summer.

Lujan said she registered for a parking 
pass at Cajun field in July, and at the time 
of getting the pass it showed it would 
work through November. What was off 
about this was the fact that all permits 
are sold based on the semester, so this 
pass, in theory, should have only applied 
through the end of the summer.

When the semester came around Lujan 
did not think she needed to get a new 
pass, but within two weeks she received a 
ticket for parking at Cajun Field. She was 
then not able to pull up the pass and had 
no proof of its existence beyond showing 
it to a friend of hers. Lujan chose to just 
pay the ticket.

“The day before school I checked to 
make sure I still had it, and I should have 
screenshotted it, and it said I still had it, 
like it was good until November,” Lujan 
said.

Glaeser said he had never heard of 
anything like Lujan’s case happening with 
the permit system in the past and was 
unsure how it happened in the first place. 

He encouraged any students who may 
be having issues with their permits to 
reach out to the Office of Transportation 
Services in any way, be it through email, 
social media, or visiting the office in 
person.
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CORRECTION: 
The Student Government Association report in 
the previous issue of The Vermilion stated SGA 
did not pass any appropriations on Sept. 16 
when they passed several appropriations under 
a provisional budget, according to both their 
official minutes and an audio recording.

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette Police Department arrested 
a man for stealing bikes after they 
received seven bike theft reports 
between Sept. 9 and Sept. 16.

Tobias Clark, 39, was arrested and 
charged with possession of tools for 
crime and theft on Sept. 17 at 2:54 a.m. 

According to Public Information 
Officer Lieutenant Billy Abrams, Clark 
confessed to nine recent bike thefts, 
although he did not specify if the nine 
bikes included the bikes that were 
stolen in that seven day period. 

On Sept. 9, someone stole a bike at 
Stephens Hall and another at Agnes 
Edwards. Two more bikes were stolen 
the next day from Legacy Park and 
Agnes Edwards. On Sept. 13, a bike 
was stolen from Burke-Hawthorne. 
Two days later, someone stole a bike 
from Dupre Library. Then, on Sept. 16, 
someone stole a bike from Heritage 
Apartments.

“Through our investigation, we were 
able to determine (Clark) was the 
suspect, so a warrant was issued for his 
arrest based on one of the bike thefts,” 
Abrams said. “Once we got him in 
here, through further investigation, he 
confessed to eight other bike thefts.”

According to Abrams, Clark was 
stealing the bikes and selling them on 
the internet.

Abrams said Clark was stealing the 
bikes and selling them on sites like 
Letgo, but this backfired when the 
students who had their bikes stolen saw 
bikes similar to the ones they lost for 
sale.

“I’m not sure how that came to be 
whether they were just looking for 
other bikes or if they were looking 
to see if they would find their bikes,” 
Abrams said. “Some of them saw what 
resembled bikes that were stolen, their 
bikes.”

Bike theft is a common issue at UL 
Lafayette. Many students, including 
Max Mithcell, a left-tackle for UL 
Lafayette’s football team, had their bikes 
stolen.

“Had my bike stolen not too long 
after Christmas last year, filed a report 
with the police and they got back to me 
and said they had no leads and that was 
the end of that really,” Mithcell said.

Kady Laudun, the SGA President of 
the College of the Arts, said she has also 
had her bike stolen on campus.

“I would park it in the same place 
every day at one of the racks. So, I 
moved out of the apartment at the end 
of finals week,” Laudun said. “I literally 
went back like two or three days later 
and my bike was gone.”  

Although this is a common 
occurrence, Abrams said it’s bizarre 
how many bike thefts took place in such 
a short amount of time.  

“You know that is a little odd, 
actually, it is a lot odd,” he said.

Abrams suggests students who ride 
bikes lock them up with U-Locks 
instead of cable locks.

“Again, U-Lock, U-Lock, U-Lock, 
U-Lock,” he said. “Some of the bikes 
can be quite expensive. Some of the 
locks that we see, sometimes, doesn’t 
represent the value of the bike, so, 
invest a little more. They really (are) not 
that expensive. Just invest in a U-Lock.”
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Bicycles sit at a rack on the University of Louisiana at Lafayette campus.
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A U-Locked bike on the University of Louisiana at Lafayette campus. 

ULPD arrests suspect for series 
of 9 bike thefts on campus
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Ramp leading to upper levels in the Girard Park Circle Parking Tower.

Office of Transportation talks progress 
and pitfalls for university parking
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA tables repeated 
course resolution, plans 
tailgating participation

Students suggest some 
nearby affordable meals

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

The Student Government Association 
held a meeting in the Helma B. 
Constantine Forum on Monday, Sept. 
23 at 5 p.m.

Student senators discussed two 
resolutions at the meeting. SGA tabled 
the first and approved the second.

The tabled resolution was intended 
to change the course repeat policy 
to replace the grades of classes that a 
student has retaken with an “R” instead 
of factoring in the original grade into 
the student’s GPA. 

The resolution’s sponsor, Engineering 
Senator Troie Acker, was under 
the impression that the practice of 
replacing repeated course grades with 
“R’s” had been done away with, but, 
after speaking with Mickey Diez from 
the Registrar’s office, she found the 
adjusted GPA still exists, it’s just not 
shown and TOPS will not consider the 
adjusted GPA regardless of which GPA 
is shown.

“TOPS takes the overall GPA 
regardless of if this resolution was to 
go into place. It wouldn’t matter; TOPS 
will take the overall GPA,” Acker said.

The resolution SGA approved 
appointed new members to the 
executive cabinet: Austin Champagne 
and Kayla Heard as Co-Secretaries for 
STEP and Campus Technology and 
Kimberly Louviere as Secretary for 
Programming and Events.

SGA President Rachel Lautigar also 
encouraged members of SGA to take 
some time out of their schedules to 
attend the tailgate for the next home 
game against Appalachian State on 
Wednesday, Oct. 9.

“Start thinking about your schedules, 
your syllabi, when you need to do 
your homework in advance of that 
day, and when you get out of class, so 
that we can have an SGA tailgate that 
is representative of what students have 
requested and said ‘This is what would 
be a great experience,’” Lautigar said. 
“We have committees, the athletics 
committee, an ad-hoc committee that’s 
been created that’s addressing the 
student tailgating needs, but what we 
need  more than anything from SGA 
is just for us to show up in numbers 
and in support of the Ragin’ Cajuns, 
especially on a televised game so our 
student section looks as we all want it 
to.” 

 

Amelia Jennings
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

College students in Lafayette, 
especially freshmen, can have difficulty 
finding places to eat— either because 
they want something authentic, or 
because they have very little money.

Mel’s Diner, Poupart’s Bakery and 
Bistro, and Old Tyme Grocery all offer 
meals for under $5 and are near the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
campus.

Mel’s Diner, originally opened 
by Lafayette natives Jack and 
Mel Naumann, has a 1950’s style 
atmosphere and a wide variety of 
inexpensive food. 

Taylor Lejeune, a freshman English 
major said, “Mel’s is generally that place 
you go when you have a big group of 
friends, and usually ends up being late 
at night, but it’s pretty cheap, mostly 
breakfast-type foods and diner style 
restaurant. It’s a family/friends type 
place.”

On the Mel’s Diner menu, most 
breakfast items including a “Short 
Stack” and “Cake and Eggs” can be 
ordered for under five dollars, and most 
of their sides are under 3 dollars.

“In the morning you get the older 
group, the more quiet, and towards the 
afternoon, you kind of get the more 
younger crowds, usually a lot of school 
kids, and then at night you get the 
nightlife, so it just ranges on what time 
you come and eat,” Linda Dupre, the 
night manager at Mel’s said. “Mel’s is 
unique because of the atmosphere that 
we create whenever you come in here. 
Our employees are engaged on taking 
care of the customer. They want to 
make sure that they get what they want; 
they get good service.”

Poupart’s Bakery and Bistro is 
another popular spot in Lafayette. 
Francois and Patrick Jean Marie 
Poupart opened the restaurant in 1967. 

“It’s nice. We have an open atrium 
area, a skylight, a lot of plants. It’s so 
nice and calm. It’s just a nice, quiet 
place outside the restaurant. Inside the 

restaurant, it’s a little hectic, but it’s a 
nice little place,” said Claire Guillory, a 
cashier and server at Poupart’s.

It also has cheap food — a mini 
French Croissant is 50 cents. 

“I’ve been visiting Poupart’s since the 
70’s and the exceptional quality of food 
and service has continued throughout 
the decades,” Yelp reviewer Juilet K 
wrote. “The neat thing about Poupart’s 
is that you can get a quick meal, frozen 
soup to go, jams, jellies and fresh 
breads, as well as a plethora or goodies 
to take home.”

Between Mel’s and Poupart’s, college 
students have several options, but Old 
Tyme Grocery is unique in that it is a 
grocery store and a restaurant, and has 
a lot to offer.

“I love the people, they are really 
nice and really friendly. I love the 
atmosphere, either whether I’m going 
to pick it up or whether I’m going to 
sit down to eat.” Bria Burrell, a public 
relations major at UL Lafayette, said. 
“It’s just really cool; I like all the stuff 
that they have hanging around, the 
paraphernalia. The food’s great.” 

Old Tyme Grocery is famous for 
its po’boys, but it is unique for other 
reasons as well. 

“The atmosphere, especially if 
you come at night, it’s always super 
lively. It’s a lot of fun; we always have 
funky music, a great crew, most of the 
people in there are UL students, so 
it’s definitely more of a homey kind of 
atmosphere.” Sarah Dupre, the night 
manager at Old Tyme Grocery and 
sophomore at UL Lafayette said.

Old Tyme Grocery is good for college 
students in particular.

“We offer discounts to UL students, 
10% if you show your ID, it’s close to 
campus and the food is really good,” 
Dupre continued. “Working here, I’ve 
met a lot of really cool people, most of 
us are UL students, so I’ve met a lot of 
people with the same major as me. I’ve 
met some of my best friends here.”
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Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

Sept. 16
l  At roughly 11:24 a.m., an officer was sent to ULPD in reference to a 
bicycle theft. The officer met with the victim and a report was generated.

Sept. 17
l  At about 12:30 p.m., officers were sent to Burke Hawthorne Hall in 
reference to a purse snatching. Officers met with the victim and a report 
was completed. An emergency notification message was sent out to the 
University.

l  At 2:36 p.m., officers witnessed a major traffic crash at the intersection of 
McKinley Street and East Saint Mary Boulevard. All parties were checked 
and cleared by Acadian Ambulance. Both vehicles were towed from the 
scene.

l  At 5:45 p.m., a student reported a post on Snapchat that alarmed 
residents of Legacy Park Apartments.

l  At 5:45 p.m., a student reported a post on Snapchat that alarmed 
residents of Legacy Park Apartments.

Sept. 19 
l   At 2:30 p.m., an RA at Agnes Edwards asked an officer to help resolve a 
dispute between two roommates. 

Sept. 20 
l  At 2:29 p.m., officers went to the UL Marching Band practice field behind 
Oliver Parking Garage (619 McKinley St.) in reference to a report of a simple 
battery. The unknown suspect left on a bicycle before police arrived. 

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Photo via TripAdvisor.com

Olde Tyme Grocery is within walking distance of campus.
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Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

Originally known as Southwestern 
Louisiana Industrial Institute and later 
as the University of Southwestern 
Louisiana, the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette has undergone many changes 
over the years.

But even during its long tenure, many 
buildings still stand from the original 
construction of the university.

“I believe Foster Hall is the oldest 
building that is still standing,” Kyle 
Sarver, the Associate Director for New 
Student Orientation, said in an email.

According to the UL Lafayette 
website, construction was completed in 
1902 after that of the (Old) Martin Hall, 
which was demolished in 1963.

Foster Hall is currently one of the 
many buildings that makes up the UL 
Lafayette Quad.

Nestled next to many seemingly 
similar buildings, Foster may appear 
insignificant to the average hurrying 
student.

Yet, the age of the building indicates a 
hidden history.

Sarver, who also teaches a UNIV 
100 class focused on the history and 
traditions of UL Lafayette, shared some 
of the history he had about the old 
building.

“Foster Hall’s original purpose was as 
a dormitory for girls (and was originally 
named ‘Girl’s Dorm’),” Sarver said. “It 
was renamed to Foster Hall in 1920 in 
honor of Governor Murphy Foster, who 
signed the bill into a law to create SLII 
(Southwestern Louisiana Industrial 
Institute – the university’s original 
name) in 1898.”

Sarver also mentioned how the 
building has changed over the years.

“While the building was originally 
used as a girl’s dormitory, in 1905 
DeClouet Hall was built and became 
‘New Girl’s Dorm’ and Foster Hall 
became a boy’s dormitory. It was 
renovated in 1969 to become a ‘Student 
Services’ building,” he said.

Foster Hall continued to change, 
shifting to fit other needs of the 
university.

“Foster Hall is currently home to the 
offices of Student Financial Aid, Work 
Student, Undergraduate Admissions and 
Recruitment, and Veteran’s Services,” 
Sarver said.

One student, who spent a lot of time 
in Foster last year, commented on the 
status of the building.

“Foster Hall is one of the setting 
stones for how our university is 
designed. It gives us a more traditional 
and classic feel compared to the newer 
buildings or like Tech, where it feels 
more industrial” said Nova Vernon, a 
sophomore from Monroe, LA.

She praised the apparent age of Foster.
“It makes our campus feel homier,” 

Vernon said. “Because of the way it’s 
built, it feels older and fancier with all 
the brick.”

Sarver concluded, sharing one of his 
favorite quotes about the university:

“There is a quote from the Lafayette 
Gazette on September 16, 1899 that 
I always enjoy every time I read it. I 
believe it rings true today. It says ‘We 
are not to think of the Industrial School 
as a temporary thing, for it is not. It is 
an institution for all time. A hundred 
years from now, it will be amongst our 
descendants, a hundred times more 
efficient. Its influence will have spread, 
and the parish of Lafayette will point 
with pride to the school, and honor the 
memory of those whose public spirit has 
built it.’”

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

Conservative Speaker Candace Owens’ 
seminar at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette on Wednesday, Sept. 18 
attracted both protestors and supporters.

While protestors voiced their disgust 
for Owens’ far-right opinions outside 
Angelle Hall, her supporters were 
inside, greeting these same ideas with 
thunderous applause.

Protestor Mark Malloy, a first-year 
graduate student in history as well 
as a member of the Student Action 
and Organizing Committee, said his 
organization sent emails to both the 
UL College Republicans and Dean of 
Students Margarita Perez, asking them 
to cancel the event before deciding to 
protest. 

“We went through anything we could 
to stop this harmful rhetoric from 
occurring on campus, and once we knew 
it was going to happen all we could do 
was contest with our voices,” Malloy said. 
“These things we believe imminently hurt 
people and translate directly into violence 
and even if, as I said, even if she does not 
pull the trigger she loads the gun.”

Other people such as Heather 
Goodwin, a stay-at-home mom who 
attended the event, admired Owens’ for 
her controversial remarks.

“I like the way that she speaks and 
explains what her points are and I feel 
like she’s very thorough and blunt and I 
respect that,” Goodwin said.

Owens kicked off the event by saying 
the media, and America as a whole, 
adored Donald Trump, but changed their 
tune once he ran for president.

“Incredible how loved this man was 
and just like that, overnight, he said ‘I’m 
running to sit in the Oval Office’ and the 
media said ‘Woah, woah, woah, woah, 
woah, he’s racist, nevermind, forget 
everything we said about him,’” she said.

This statement was well-received by 
those attending, but according to The 
Washington Post, Business Insider and 
Time Trump said, “When Mexico sends 

its people, they’re not sending their best,” 
he said in the same speech. “They’re not 
sending you. They’re not sending you. 
They’re sending people that have lots 
of problems, and they’re bringing those 
problems with us. They’re bringing drugs. 
They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. 
And some, I assume, are good people,” 
when he announced his candidacy on 
June 16, 2015.

Whether or not Owens is aware of 
this comment or views it as racist is 
unknown.  

Owens then claimed liberals are 
oppressing African-Americans by 
making them into “single-issue voters.”

“And I asked a really important 
question to myself and I said, ‘Is it 
possible that racism is now being used as 
a theme to turn black people into single-
issue voters,” Owens said. “‘Is it possible 
that that’s what’s been happening for a 
really long time and I’ve just been asleep 
at the wheel?’ And, of course, I found that 
the answer was yes.”

She later claimed racism no longer 
exists in America. 

“Grandad grew up on a sharecropping 
farm in Fayetteville, North Carolina,” 
she said. “He grew up in the segregated 
south. That was a time where there 
actually was racism in this country.”

She also said while she supports gay 
rights, she believes teaching your child to 
accept transgender people as normal is 
wrong.

“What (the protestors) are talking 
about and what I’m adamantly against is 
people trying to normalize upon children 
trans, picking your gender,” she said.

Many protestors were concerned 
about Owens’ previously stated views on 
climate change and nationalism. In an 
interview with Joe Rogan, Owens said 
she doesn’t believe in climate change and, 
according to Business Insider, infamously 
defended nationalism saying Hitler 
would have been “OK” had he not tried 
to globalize.

“Whenever we say ‘nationalism,’ the 
first thing people think about, at least in 
America, is Hitler. You know, he was a 

national socialist, but if Hitler just wanted 
to make Germany great and have things 
run well, OK, fine,” she said at a Turing 
Point USA event in December 2018.

Despite being known for these ideas 
by many of the protestors, she didn’t 
speak much about climate change or 
nationalism at the event.  

Young Americans for Liberty had a 
desk set up outside Angelle Hall during 
the seminar. According to YAL Member 
Madison Price, the organization was 
not there to support or protest Candace 
Owens’ appearance at UL Lafayette but 
rather to start a conversation about 
free speech. Price feels like they were 
successful.

“For the most part, we just tried to 
kind of open up a dialogue with the 
protestors,” Price said. “For the most part, 
there was a pretty basic consensus that 
censorship of bad ideas, of hate speech, of 
harmful rhetoric, doesn’t fix the problem 
it just sort of pushes it or hides it away. 
So I found some kind of hope in that 
that both sides kind of came to agree bad 
ideas aren’t simply ignored, they have to 
be beaten with better ones.”

Although his organization has not 
taken a stance on Owens, he personally 
has some qualms with her ideology.

“I feel like Candace basically just 
sees the world in either Democrat 
or Republican and the Democrats 
are the bad guys and that means the 
Republicans are the good guys and that 
sort of thought process, when it comes 
to politics, I don’t think is really that 
effective and I think it kind of polarizes 
more people than it brings people 
together,” he said.

Owens said she wanted the protestors 
to come inside, as she believed they 
would change their minds about her if 
they did.

“I would say to them that they should 
challenge themselves to just come in,” 
she said. “You can still protest, you can 
do that, but when you’re just standing 
there, holding a microphone and you’re 
saying who Candace Owens is and she’s 
actually here, you have the opportunity 
to confirm your suspicions you should 
take it.”
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Candace Owens delivers a speech on the Angelle Hall stage on Sept. 18, 2019.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Candace Owens’ arrival on campus 
incites both approval and dissent

Students, faculty discuss oldest 
building on campus’ history, importance
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The exterior of Foster Hall, the oldest building on campus that is still standing.
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The main lobby of Foster Hall.

CLASSIFIED: HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED 
$650 weekly
WORKING DAYS 4 days
TIME SCHEDULE 9AM - 2PM
EMAIL housekeeper51@outlook.com
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Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

There is always more than meets 
the eye for Ragin’ Cajun wide receiver 
Ja’Marcus Bradley. He can be considered 
shy, quiet and introverted. But the people 
closest to him would easily categorize 
him as one of the strongest people they 
know.

His older cousin Dominique 
Bradley attests to his quietness being a 
characteristic of Bradley since he was a 
baby. 

“He’s always been quiet,” Dominique 
Bradley said. “You would have to go 
looking for him because he was just 
that quiet. He would need his Pamper 
changed or something, he wouldn’t say 
nothing. He’d just sit there. Ever since he 
was a newborn baby, he never cried much 
or nothing.”

An Ackerman, Mississippi, native, 
Bradley started his football career at 
Choctaw High School. The now 6-foot-
1 inch, 195-pound receiver set many 
records for his alma mater. 

As a freshman, he helped lead his team 
to the class 2A state championship title 
game. Bradley rushed for 4,636 yards 
and caught 76 touchdowns in his four-
year career at Choctaw. As a senior, he 
recorded 2,606 yards on 247 carries with 
four touchdowns. As a quarterback, he 
threw the ball for 1,437 yards and nine 
touchdowns, as well as posting 12 100-
yard rushing games as a senior. 

But football is just one side to the 
person Bradley is. 

In the fourth grade, Bradley went 
through a devastating experience. His 
mother Pamela Bradley, at the age of 33, 
passed away during a C-section while 
giving birth to his younger brother, Cody 
Bradley. 

Bradley accounted for the memory 
of that day with the Daily Advertiser, 
explaining the moment he knew his 
mother was gone. 

“When we went to the hospital,” 
Bradley said, “she said goodbye, that she 
loved us before we went to school.” 

“And then a couple of hours later, my 
uncle and my grandma came to pick us 
up, and right then I knew something was 
wrong,” Bradley said. “Then we got to 
the hospital, my momma’s brother, he’s 
the toughest guy I know. He went to the 
back, and when he came back crying, I 
knew my momma was gone.”

Everyone handles grief differently, but 
for Bradley, he looked towards sports 
for his relief with his primary focus on 
football. 

Dominique Bradley reinforces 
Bradley’s love for football by explaining 
how he would always have a football 
in his hand since he was a young child. 
Saying that Bradley has been a hard 
worker since pee-wee football, attributing 
his work ethic as something natural for 
him.

“He knows what he’s got to do in life to 
keep from going back to what we come 
from,” Dominique Bradley said. “Because 
we were always working in the garden 
trying to make ends meet. You know, we 
just couldn’t go to the grocery store every 
day, so he knows what he’s got to do to 
keep from going back there.”

Moreso a reserved type of person, 
Bradley gives credit to his great-
grandmother Ora Lee Bradley for 
raising him as such. Lee Bradley taught 
Ja’Marcus an unforgettable lesson to 
him on the day of his mother’s funeral, a 
lesson that Bradley has embodied.

“On the funeral day everybody was 
crying and stuff and I looked at my 
grandma,” Bradley recalled, “and said, 
‘Grandma, why are you not crying?’ 
And she said, ‘No matter how hard it is, 
don’t let the people on the outside see 
how panicked you are, wait until you get 
behind closed doors, and then cry alone.’”

“That kind of stuck with me. So I’m not 
too quick to show my emotions and stuff, 
and I’m really closed off. So people say 
‘Why are you not talking? Why don’t you 
interact with people?’” 

This strength became evident during 
his junior year of high school, when he 
was notified that his grandmother passed 
away. Another tough blow to Bradley’s 
life, but he felt a strength to handle this 
situation.

“It was really hard to handle that one 
because the two most-important women 
I cared about were gone,” Bradley said. 
“But I had to be strong again because I 
knew my little sisters were looking at me 
once again. So I just had to do the same 
thing I did when my mom passed.

“I think my past made me a stronger 
person, so I feel like I can handle 
anything that’s put in front of me.”

Bradley is known for putting his head 
down and just working, most of the time 
categorized as a workaholic in terms of 
football. And for the Louisiana receiver, it 
started to show last season. 

In the 2018 season for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, Bradley had a team-high and 
career-high season. Recording 608 yards 
and 10 touchdowns in receptions, gaining 
Third-Team All-Sun Belt and First-
Team Preseason All-SBC selection this 
year.  

Head Coach Billy Napier admires 
Bradley’s ability to play off the ball and 
his discipline that he brings to the game 
every day. Coupled with his consistency 
of being a reliable wideout for Louisiana.

“What I admire about Ja’Marcus is he 
plays well without the ball,” Napier said. 
“He’s a tremendous practice player and 
he’s a very consistent guy. I mean you 
know what you’re getting out of him 
every day, and that consistency and that 
discipline and those practice habits led to 
great production last season.” 

Tight End coach for the Ragin’ Cajuns 
Michael Desormeaux went on to say that 
he believes football means everything to 
Bradley and that he shows it every day 
with his performance. 

“You can tell football means everything 
to him,” Desormeaux said. “Now he won’t 
tell you that, it’s hard to get it out of him. 
But his approach and everything that he 
does, to me, is a direct reflection of that: 

that it matters to him. Football is why 
he’s over here getting an education, and 
football is gonna be his future. And he 
works like it every day.” 

Bradley’s reaped the benefits of his 
hard work last season, something Bradley 
said he expected. He credits his fellow 
wide receiver counterparts for the central 
reason for his motivation. Believing that, 
because of their hard work, he wanted to 
elevate his game even more.

Bradley is the second-highest graded 
wide receiver in college football with 
a grade of 88.6 right behind LSU wide 
receiver Justin Jefferson, who has a grade 
of 90.1, proving that he belongs in the 
conversation with the top receivers in the 
nation. Bradley so far in the 2019 season 
for Louisiana has 20 receptions for 330 
yards with three touchdowns.

With his focus on the season, Bradley 
still hears the chatter of his name being 
associated with the NFL in the future. 

“But right now I am focused on the 
season and doing what’s best for the 
team,” Bradley said, “and getting us back 
to the championship game and winning 
it this time instead of getting so close like 
we did last year.”

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana football team started 
their two-game road trip with a 45-25 
win against the University of Ohio 
Bobcats to extend their winning streak 
to three games.

The final score did not indicate how 
close this game was for the first three 
quarters. However, the first and second 
half were very different for both teams.

In a first half dominated by the two 
defenses, Louisiana’s defense held the 
Bobcats offense to six points, forcing 
four punts, three three-and-outs, and 
only giving up two field goal drives in 
the second quarter.

With the high-powered offense that 
the Ragin’ Cajuns have, six points 
given up in the first half on the road 
to a good Ohio team is exactly what 
Louisiana was looking for out of their 
defense.

The final score did not 
indicate how close this 
game was for the first three 
quarters. However, the first 
and second half were very 
different for both teams.
Their offense, however, got off to a 

slow start.

The play of the first half was on 
special teams for Louisiana. A fumbled 
punt by Ohio set Louisiana up on the 
two yard line, and running back Elijah 
Mitchell ran in for the only touchdown 
of the first half.

Outside of that one-play, two-yard 
touchdown drive, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
struggled to score in the first half. 
Louisiana had four punts, a turnover-
on-downs, and a field goal drive to 
close out the half with a 10-6 lead.

After getting warmed up with a poor 
first half, Louisiana made the halftime 
adjustments and their offense took off.

The two teams traded punts at the 
beginning of the second half, but the 
Ragin’ Cajuns offense proceeded to 
score three consecutive touchdowns to 
open up a 31-12 lead.

The Louisiana defense that was so 
stout in the first half fumbled with the 
high-pace and allowed two quick play 
touchdown drives, each under one 
minute. A missed 37-yard field-goal 
sandwiched between those two drives 
made the score 31-25 midway through 
the fourth quarter.

A six-play, 75-yard touchdown 
drive capped off by Mitchell’s third 
touchdown of the day gave the Ragin’ 
Cajuns a 38-25 lead and the defense 
took care of things from there.

Three straight forced turnovers, a 
fumble followed by two interceptions 
by the Louisiana defense, slammed the 
door on any chance of a comeback, and 

a touchdown throw by quarterback 
Levi Lewis to wide receiver Ja’Marcus 
Bradley stretched the lead to 20 points 
with just under four minutes left.

The Louisiana defense gave up a few 
quick touchdown drives in the second 
half, but forced five turnovers in the 
game. They had three in the first three 
games of the season.

The Ragin’ Cajuns offense recorded 
489 total yards, 340 of those coming 
in the second half. Lewis had another 
strong start, throwing two touchdowns 

without an interception and completing 
19 of his 29 passes for 188 yards. His 
favorite target, Bradley, had five catches 
for 75 yards and a touchdown.

The running backs had another big 
day. Mitchell finished with 143 yards 
and three touchdowns on 17 carries, 
and Trey Ragas recorded 129 yards and 
a touchdown on 15 carries.

Next up, the Ragin’ Cajuns finish 
their two-game road trip and start 
Sun Belt Conference play with a game 
against the Georgia Southern Eagles.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Senior Ja’Marcus Bradley (2) spins out a defender as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Texas 
Southern Tigers on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Sophomore T.J. Wisham runs the ball after conatct as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Texas 
Southern Tigers on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019.

More than meets the eye: Ja’Marcus 
Bradley’s multifaceted drive in football

Louisiana football wins game against 
University of Ohio in final quarter

Sports
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

Dree’Ana Abram is a 21-year-old, 6 feet 
2 inches senior middle blocker for the 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team. 
Since becoming a part of the team, she 
has had a highly accomplished career. 

Before becoming a Ragin’ Cajun, she 
attended high school in Marshall, Texas, 
where she was an All-District honoree 
each of her final two seasons. Specifically, 
her senior season, she was named a First-
Team All-District selection and named 
the team’s MVP. Her 153 kills and 30 
blocks were a big contribution to that.

Abram has played volleyball for a 
while, but she chose the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette for specific 
reasons. 

“I really loved the atmosphere and 
felt I fit in well with my teammates and 
coaches,” Abram said.

Abram started her freshman season 
for Louisiana in 2016, competing in 18 
matches and starting in five. During the 
time, she was the lone freshman who 
received significant playing time. 

She played the middle blocker and 
outside hitter position. Her most notable 
match was against Houston where she 
had a season-high three blocks and three 
kills.

Having played a lot in the freshman 
season gave Abram a lot of experience. As 
a sophomore, she played in 32 matches. 
This was her first full season as a starting 
middle blocker. 

She aided Louisiana with 100-plus 
blocks, becoming the first Ragin’ Cajun to 
do so since 2014. With that, she ranked 
top 100 nationally in total blocks and was 
one of only six players to average 1.00 
blocks per set in the Sun Belt Conference. 

Her highlight was a match with 10 
blocks against Troy. On the offensive side 

with kills, she provided 239 and ranked 
top 10 in the SBC with a .325 hitting 
percentage in conference play. She made 
it to the All-Sun Belt First Team and 
All-Louisiana Second Team during this 
season as well.

These feats take a lot of hard work 
and dedication. The team has to practice 
heavily for their games. Abram described 
her favorite part of practice:

“My favorite part of practice is playing 
six on six because I love how competitive 
we get,” Abram said.

In her 2018 season, as a junior, Abram 
made the All-Sun Belt First Team again 
and surpassed 200 kills and 100 blocks 
once again. And so far in the 2019 
season, she has already had an impressive 
season.

As a senior, Abram expressed the 
differences from past seasons. 

“I feel what’s different is I’m bringing 
more of a leadership role compared to 
last seasons, which I’m taking on very 
well and I enjoy,” Abram said.

The season is a quarter of the way 
through. Louisiana recently played 
Northern Arizona, Liberty and Florida in 
the Gators Invitational Tournament and 
will play Texas State next on Sept. 27.  

The Texas State match will be the 
first in the SBC for the season, and 
consequently, “Texas State is the game 
I’m most excited for,” Abram said.

She also gave her opinion on how well 
she thinks the season is going so far. 

“I feel the season so far is going great. 
We added new techniques to our play 
and have improved in a short amount of 
time,” Abram said.

Off the court, she is an exercise 
science major. Be on the lookout for 
more accomplishments from Abram 
throughout the season.

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

With a recent loss to Northwestern 
State on Sept. 15, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
Soccer team’s winning streak has come to 
an end. 

Prior to the loss, Louisiana was on a 
four-game winning streak after their win 
against Nicholls on Sept. 11. If Louisiana 
won this game, they would have broken 
the program’s winning streak record with 
five. 

Northwestern State and the Ragin’ 
Cajuns have a dense history, as they’ve 
been competing against each other since 
2000. 

Since then Louisiana has won nine 
games, while Northwestern State has won 
eight. The game on Sept. 15 was the first 
loss against Northwestern State since 
2010 and the first away game since 2012. 

Northwestern State came into the game 
with a 2-5 record, while Louisiana was 
4-3-0. Overtime is rare in soccer, because 
ties are acceptable, but this game saw not 
one, but two overtimes. 

The first half started off with neither 
team scoring, until the last 11 minutes of 
play. At 34:36, Rainey Niles, a sophomore 
midfielder scored the Ragin’ Cajuns first 
and only goal. 

The shot sailed toward the back corner 
of the net and was also her first goal of 
the season. Her goal was assisted by Telly 
Vunipola, another sophomore midfielder. 

At halftime, the Ragin’ Cajuns were 
in the lead 1-0. The second half came 
around and Northwestern State’s Olivia 
Draguicevich scored at the 57-minute 
mark. 

Draguicevich also scored their 
second goal in the final minutes of the 
second overtime that ultimately won 
Northwestern State the game.  

Northwestern State outshot the Ragin’ 
Cajuns 11-9 and, for the first time this 
season, the Ragin’ Cajuns went without a 
corner kick. 

Defensively, Louisiana had five saves 
by senior goalkeeper Mackenzie Lee, 
compared to Northwestern State’s four. 
As far as penalties go, both teams had a 
fair share. Northwestern State had 12, 
while Louisiana had seven. 

Louisiana lost this game, but they are 
not shy of winning. After wins earlier 
in the season, Head Coach Lance Key 
shared his thoughts, “I think preparation 
really had a lot to do with game 
management.” 

“Understanding the situation, where 
we were, and managing making good 
decisions, whether it was with the ball 
without the ball,” Key said. 

Key believes in Louisiana’s offense. 
“We have to continue to stay on the front 
edge of the game and make sure that we 
continue to attack, and also when we’re 
attacking take those chances better,” Key 
said. 

He also believes in their defense from 
goalkeeper Lee. 

“I think on the defensive side of things, 
we’re going to have to rely heavily on the 
leadership of our goalkeeper Mackenzie 
Lee, who’s a senior,” Key said. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns record is now 4-3-1. 
The game against Northwestern State was 
the last non-Sun Belt Conference game. 
Up next, Louisiana will play Arkansas 
State on Friday, Sept. 27, followed by 
Little Rock on Sunday, Sept. 29. Both 
games are away and part of SBC play. 

Based on what Coach Key said, as long 
as Louisiana continuously attacks on 
offense and has a solid defense, they can 
secure a win. 

John Roman
CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

Ragin’ Cajuns Esports’ League 
of Legends and Overwatch teams 
competed in the 2019 Harrisburg 
University Esports Invitational, or 
HUE Invitational, in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, Sept. 19–21.

 Cajuns Esports attended HUE 
Invitational in 2018, but this year they 
stepped it up by bringing more than just 
one team. 

Their League team made it to top 
16 out of the 32 teams in attendance, 
and Overwatch, after failing to make 
it through both group stages on top, 
finished with a tie for third place in the 
losers’ bracket.

“It was a really good experience,” 
Daniel “Samurike” Lugo, team captain 
for the League team, said. “We got a 
lot of good team play, and we had a lot 
of fun … making friends with colleges 
such as Georgia Tech, Drexel University, 
certain colleges that obviously we made 
good connections with and we’re going 
to have for scrim partners later on.”

The League team was projected to 
place third in their first of two round-
robin group stages, but they ended up 
surpassing their expectations with a 
first-place finish. 

From there they went through 
another group stage, in which they 
again finished first. This brought them 
to the top 16 bracket, where they lost to 
their first opponent, Columbia College, 
0-2.

Lugo described how Southern U.S. 
is generally one of the weaker areas for 
collegiate League. He said he was happy 
with how well they performed, being 
one of the front-runners of an up-and-
coming region.

“It almost feels like, in my opinion, 
an honor to be one of the first teams in 
the South that’s honestly making some 
strides in the national tournaments,” 
Lugo said. “There’s something to it — 
it’s almost like a pioneer feeling where, 
like, we’re leading the wave.

 “With teams such as Georgia 
Tech and Winthrop University, it’s 
almost like we’re leading the South 
with those teams, and we feel like we 
can compete with these teams also, so 
we have a legitimate chance to even 
represent the South in this upcoming 
spring with UL.”

Lugo added he enjoyed going to the 
HUE Invitational even outside of the 
competitive brackets. He described how 
supportive the area was of its esports 
scene.

Lugo also described how he enjoyed 
going to a large-scale LAN event with 
the Overwatch team, saying they 
enjoyed cheering for and supporting 
one another as they played.

In Overwatch, the Cajuns didn’t 
quite hold up to their performance the 
previous year. The first day was not 
great for the Cajuns, but they pulled it 
together the following day.

Not only were there more teams 
competing, Esports Director and 
Overwatch Team Captain Cody “Petit 

Fromage” Abshire noted the teams were 
stronger as well.

“There was definitely a lot more 
higher-tiered teams that came this year,” 
Abshire said. “We definitely played 
really good teams this year that showed 
our skill compared to these other 
schools that showed up.”

Cajuns went 2-2 in the first, seeding 
stage, and upon reseeding they went 1-2 
in the top 20 stage. Their performance 
in the second stage made them one 
of the eight teams in the losers’ 
tournament, in which they made it all 
the way up to Semifinals.

Abshire described how their second 
set of the tournament against Ohio 

State, whom they lost to in the first 
group stage, was to the wire.

“The deciding game was Dorado 
in an overtime match, and it was like 
nail-biting close,” Abshire said. “They 
fought 10 times harder on day two than 
they did on day one, so, like, we put our 
A-game definitely on day two.”

Abshire cited consistency one thing 
the Cajuns need to work on for the 
future, but he said he believes they 
shine in individual player skill.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Senior Dree’Ana Abram (20) serves the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the Southern 
Miss Golden Eagles on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Sophomore Telly Vunipola (9) takes the ball down field as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the 
Nicholls Colonels on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2019.

Photo via Ragin’ Cajuns Esports

The Ragin’ Cajuns Overwatch team competes in HUE Invitational’s 32-team bracket.

Dree’Ana Abram talks 
leading Cajuns volleyball

Louisiana soccer loses    
4-game winning streak

ESPORTS

Cajuns ‘lead the wave’ and learn from 
their losses at HUE Invitational 

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

 As I’m sure you’re all aware, one of 
the biggest news stories recently is that 
flavored vaping juices of some kind will 
be banned. We do know why — I’m just 
not sure it’s the best reason I’ve heard. 

See, there’s been a string of mysterious 
illnesses linked to the action of vaping 
itself. Young men and women have been 
coming into the doctor with diminished 
lung capacity and as of now, seven 
people have died. Now the common 
link between them is that they vaped in 
some form. 

The media may have you believe that 
all of these kids were using Juuls and 
that was the distinct reason. I’m here to 
give the suggestion that it’s correlation, 
not causation. Of course a lot of these 
kids would be using Juuls, because it’s 
currently the most popular vape. 

I sympathize with the victims 
here. I’m twenty-two and 
I’ve made some good 
decisions, but also many 
bad ones. 
What they neglect to mention, often 

because it’s not as much of a headline, is 
that almost all of them did have a direct 
link that was not a Juul, and that was the 
usage of THC within a vape as well. An 
entirely separate vape. A vape that often 
gets pushed to the wayside because their 
lawsuit can’t make money unless it’s 
Juuls fault. 

I hate to sound like a cynic, but we 
know the real issue here. It’s black 
market vapes pushing THC that a lot 
of these kids foolishly got from their 
friends. It’s not the cucumber Juul 
flavor or the menthol. It’s a vape that a 

kid bought online from an unknown 
country with unknown pathogens in 
which they vaporized said juice filled 
with them and injected them into their 
lungs. 

I sympathize with the victims here. 
I’m 22, and I’ve made some good 
decisions, but also many bad ones. Had 
I had this available, maybe I would have 
made the same choice.

That being said, this is just another 
circumstance where the government 
does something to show it’s taking 
action, but hasn’t really thought about 
whether that action will be fruitful. Or 
not fruitful in this flavor banning case. 

Don’t let them fool you though. It 
may be easy to direct your attention 
to the vapes and the flavored pods 
and the youth, but that’s because they 
haven’t found lobbyists yet. The NRA 
has successfully diverted your attention 
away from everything we were upset 
about prior. 

Right now, with how fast everything 
moves, the primary reason action never 
gets taken is because we take our eye off 
the ball. Our attention gets diverted by 
the next week and all of a sudden we’re 
in uproar about the next thing, while the 
previous issue gets pushed farther and 
farther into the graveyard of what could 
have been, like that show you wanted 
to watch or the novel you swear you’ll 
write. 

This accelerated, swift lifestyle most of 
us live doesn’t bode well for observation. 
It doesn’t give us time to reflect, change 
or even plan on changing. We are one 
big collective puppy, just waiting for the 
next ball to be thrown or piece of food 
to drop. 

If you agree with me, then good on 
you. If you disagree, feel free to talk it 
over with me at the smoking tree near 
the Subway on campus. I’ll be the guy in 
the Tommy Bahamas shirt, puffing back 
my blue raspberry juice while I still can. 

Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

At the epicenter of the modern music 
listening experience is the playlist. 
Whether it’s a self-made playlist of all 
your favorite Cheetah Girls material or a 
Spotify playlist meant to capture a certain 
mood, these assemblages represent what 
specific music means to us.

Although playlists are simply curated 
collections of music, their sentimental, 
commercial and cultural value transcends 
basic function. 

In a way, we’ve known this for a 
while, especially when delving into their 
sentimental value.

The forgotten predecessor of the 
playlist, the mixtape, was one of the few 
ways to assemble music together from 
different sources.

Although I was too young to truly 
make use of mixtapes on burned CDs, I 
remember my brother’s habit of creating 
them to give to his high school crushes. 

I also recall my uncle’s impressive 
collection of mixtapes on cassette, 
featuring his own greatest hits 
compilations of popular bands from the 
80’s.

Technology has evolved since, but we 
still use playlists in similar ways.

Reflecting on my own cluttered 
playlists is daunting, but it illustrates the 
attachment I form with these deliberately 
organized arrangements of music, 
proving that the medium is the biggest 
change we’ve seen with this phenomenon.

In the way of my brother, I think there’s 
plenty of us who have made playlists with 
a crush in mind, whether we intended on 
sharing it with them or not.

Similarly to my uncle, I have a 
whopping eight playlists on Spotify 
dedicated to my favorite tunes from 
specific artists.

Digging more thoroughly through my 
playlists reveals memories with friends, 
past dispositions I had towards my life, 
and how the scope of my music listening 
has evolved.

My favorite playlists are often the ones 
I designed to capture a very particular 
mood or setting. For example, I created 
a playlist last year called “Cosmic Boogie 
Time,” with a goal of creating the perfect 
dance mix for intergalactic travel.

More recently, I created a playlist 
trying to capture the feeling of moving 
into a new space. The emphasis was 
placed on the solace felt when attempting 
to fit belongings into an unfamiliar place. 
The mood is quiet, contemplative, but 
with a sense of resolve.

I indulge in crafting playlists. 
It’s an exercise in creativity while 
simultaneously testing the depth of my 
mental catalog of music. 

This is merely the personal side of 
playlists. Their commercial value is vast 
and immediately apparent if you browse 
Spotify for more than 10 minutes.

Spotify pushes playlists like my 
niece pushes Girl Scout Cookies; 
both are incredibly easy-to-consume 
commodities.

As a commercial asset, playlists have a 
tremendous amount of sway over what 
people listen to.

Spotify, acting as a taste-maker, 
gets new artists on the map almost 
instantaneously by featuring them on 
culturally relevant playlists such as 
“POLLEN,” or “Rap Caviar.”

With the algorithmically-curated 
“Discover Weekly” playlists, Spotify 
entices listeners to spend more time on 
their platform. These playlists refresh 
every week, creating a sense of scarcity, 
so subscribers are more inclined to make 
at least weekly visits to the streaming 
service.

Spotify also takes the initiative to track 
the most popular music on the platform 
and puts it onto playlists, making the 
most successful radio singles more 
accessible to the streaming audience.

Although they’re often overlooked, 
playlists have an unavoidable role in the 
current music landscape. If you consume 
music at all, odds are you’ve made your 
own playlists or at least listen to playlists 
others have made to streamline your 
music listening experience. 

Where would I be without my playlists? 
It’s tough to say, but I believe my life right 
now would be vastly different without 
my playlist of quintessential hits from the 
early 2010’s, so for that, I’m thankful.

Graphic by Andre Bourgeois
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The modern mixtape: An ode to playlists

POLITICS

Hint: Don’t bring a 
vape to a gun fight

POLITICS

Like cigarettes, vapes 
need regulation

Allons

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

With President Trump’s proclamation 
of a federal ban on vaping devices, I 
thought I would weigh in to share my 
thoughts on the topic. However, you 
should take my views with the most 
scrutinized grains of refined iodized sea 
salt, since I do not vape or smoke and 
have no interest to start or promote my 
not doing so. 

My general thoughts are essentially 
the same as the ones I have on the sale of 
cigarettes: they shouldn’t be marketed to 
children, they should be firmly regulated, 
and companies who sell the public false 
advertisements for their product should 
have to pay an appropriate penalty for it. 
I think that these are reasonable and have 
precedence with how we have regulated 
tobacco.

If you concluded from my beliefs 
that I don’t agree with the president’s 
decision, then you are quite shrewd and 
should probably be writing this column 
instead of me. I do not feel a drastic 
move like banning devices and pods is an 
appropriate response. The reason I feel 
this way is two-fold. 

The first reason being the 
administration plans to ban only the 
vaping devices and nicotine pods; and the 
second being the administration would 
ban, as The New York Times points out, 
“cigarettes and nicotine pods from the 
market, excluding tobacco flavors.” My 
question is this: If the administration 
feels that vaping is becoming a serious 
health risk and this is the reason they 
should be banned, why would they not 
also ban what has been proven year after 
year, death after death to be a worse 
health risk and killer: the smoking of 
tobacco products? The administration 
would leave the tobacco industry as is, 
but ban vaping devices and nicotine 

pods — except those that are tobacco 
flavored. This seems lopsided to me and 
counterintuitive. For where will those 
that want tobacco flavors get them from 
if not the arguably safer vaping devices? 

The main difference to me between 
tobacco and vaping is its history. Tobacco 
has a long history where we have been 
able to study its effects on the human 
body and know its danger. Vaping, 
however, is new — it’s modern — and we 
are not entirely certain at the moment 
as to the health risks associated with 
it. This is especially true with long-
term vaping where we know practically 
nothing, whereas with short-term vaping 
the effects are only just starting to have 
scientific studies published. Again, I 
think this is mainly due to the fact that 
tobacco use has been a wide-ranging 
cultural phenomenon across time and 
history, but the technology to successfully 
market and profit off of vaping devices 
is very recent and was made to fill the 
hole that tobacco regulation left. As of 
now we just have not had the time to get 
a full picture. But as I said before, I think 
it should be regulated akin to tobacco 
products, at least to be on the safe side.

I’m in no way a conspiracy theorist, 
but even I know that “Big Tobacco” has 
had its hand in maneuvering how the 
public and especially the government 
view their products. This seems to me 
to be a way for them to cut back into the 
business they lost from vaping companies 
like JUUL. The uncertainty of the effects 
of vaping that I stated before can make 
one wary when cases of illness and death 
pop up, but if we proportionally treated 
the use of vapes as we do tobacco, a 
ban like this would not have even been 
considered, in my mind. I think if we are 
going to allow tobacco use to continue 
as is, then vaping use should be allowed 
in that way as well; and if we were to ban 
the use of tobacco products, then vapes 
should have the same fate.

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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At Purdue University in Indiana, the 
Popeye’s chicken sandwich isn’t the only 
chicken debate happening; there’s also 
a debate that actually matters. Purdue 
University announced plans to add a 
Chick-Fil-A location on the first floor of 
a dorm building. While some students 
are happy with the decision, LGBT 
faculty and students are displeased.

It’s no secret that the Chick-Fil-A CEO 
Dan T. Cathy — to put it simply — hates 
gay people. Chick-Fil-A has donated over 
$1.8 million to anti-LGBT organizations 
in the past, and has also donated to the 
Salvation Army, which isn’t explicitly 
anti-LGBT, but does have a history of 
homophobia. 

And as you guys know, Purdue 
University isn’t the only college that has 
thought to pair with Chick-Fil-A. 

Nicholls State University in Thibodaux 
has a relatively new one on their campus, 
and our own University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette also has one. Of course, this 
also caused unhappiness on our campus.

Lucy Ferre, an LGBT sophomore 
studying Biology, used to eat Chick-Fil-A 
often because, according to her, it was the 
only option that wasn’t pizza. 

“I find their beliefs and that they 
donate to conversion therapy stuff 
disgusting and now that I have other 
options, they’re not worth it at all,” Ferre 
said.

When asked about the message UL 
Lafayette’s continued usage of Chick-
Fil-A sends, Ferre said, “I think it sends 
the message that they at least don’t care 
enough about being accepting and safe to 
take a stand, and, at worst, are condoning 
it.”

Ferre isn’t the only student who 
opposes the Chick-Fil-A on campus.

“I think there’s better options for 
food, and I rather not give money to a 
place that hates me,” said Leigh Jolivette. 
Jolivette is a student studying Health 
Information Management. 

“I mean, I have eaten there and 
probably will do so in the future, but I 
try to make an effort not to,” Jovilette 
continued. “I feel like it’s not a direct 
insult or anything. I don’t love it, and 
I think they should have more options 
regardless.”

Jolivette also had a few suggestions 
for a wider variety of food options for 
students:

“Popeyes is a Louisiana-based place. 
Or even get another baked goods store.”

Cameryn Nezat is a gay UL Lafayette 
student who has a differing opinon. 

“Chick-Fil-A will always fill my 
stomach with joy before it fills my head 
with anger. Sorry not sorry,” Nezat said.

Over at Purdue, Michael Alley sent a 
letter to the editor of Journal and Courier 
about the issue.

“You are greeted with kindness and 
served delicious chicken sandwiches,” the 
letter read. “I suggest you take an internal 
reflection of your diversity stand and 
discern if diversity is a true core or is the 
core of your logic hate? Embrace 
the chicken, let your hate 
dissipate.”

Later in the column, I’ll share my 
opinion on that particular statement.

Jo Boileau is the student body 
president at Purdue, and had something 
to say on the matter as well.

“As student body president and as an 
openly gay student, this is something 
I’m confronting on a daily basis, in 
conversations I’m having every single day 
with students on this campus,” Boileau 
said in a Journal and Courier article.

Now here’s the thing. This is an 
opinion column, so my opinion you shall 
receive.

The reason you are greeted with 
kindness and served delicious (debatable) 
chicken sandwiches at Chick-Fil-A 
regardless of your sexuality is because 
they want money. Who does? Both 
Chick-Fil-A as a chain and the people 
who work there. 

Do you think the nineteen-year-old 
behind the counter wants to be kind to 
everyone? Probably not; working in fast 
food is hard and people are mean. They 
are literally paid to be kind to customers. 
Not only that, but Chick-Fil-A doesn’t 
screen their employees for homophobia, 
so the Chick-Fil-A 

workers — most of which are Gen Z 
kids or Millenials — are probably not 
homophobic. 

That being said, the CEO of the 
company is very homophobic. Every 
“delicious” chicken sandwich is a little 
more money in his pocket that he gets 
to send straight to conversion therapy 
camps. 

Don’t get me wrong, or try to play 
“Gotcha” and pull receipts about my past 
Chick-Fil-A consumption; I’m saying it 
here and now. I have eaten Chick-Fil-A 
many times in the past. It’s a place a lot 
of my friends like to go to, and I usually 
go with the flow. I probably will eat 
there in the future. It’s impossible to live 
in our current society and not support 
some awful company due to capitalism. 
There are only a few major companies, 
and they own everything. Have you ever 
seen a diagram of all of the companies 
Nestle or Coca-Cola owns? It’s insane. I 
both appreciate the aesthetic of, and am 
horrified by, this Disney one.

This isn’t a column to discuss the 
horrors of capitalism or to complain 
about Nestle’s unfairness. It’s meant to 
discuss Chick-Fil-A, and so here are my 
thoughts.

I think UL Lafayette would be better 
off with a better chicken place. A Canes 
would suffice. I also think the world 
would be better without Chick-Fil-A 
in general, but recognize that not 
supporting them is hard, and boycotting 
a company won’t do much. There is a 
much needed, larger action that needs 
to be taken in regards to Chick-Fil-A’s 
unfortunate donations. I don’t know what 
that action is, but I do know one thing:

The Popeye’s chicken sandwich is, in 
fact, better. And I don’t see Mrs. Annie 
from the Popeyes commercials donating 
to have gay people electrocuted. 
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Future Purdue University Chick-Fil-A 
looks reminiscent of UL Lafayette
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What is your favorite building 
on campus and why?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Brian Tran.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Sarah Vice
MARKETING  Sophomore

“Agnes Edwards, because 
it has Chick-Fil-A.”

Kiara Martin
PSYCHOLOGY  Junior

“Girard, because it’s the 
academic building for 
my major and it offers 
many opportunities for 
my passion and future.”

Robert Charpentier
INDUSTRIAL TECH  Sophomore

“The library, because it’s 
a good place for me to 
study or do homework 
and not get distracted.”

Joshua Spageti
FINANCE  Senior

“The Student Union, 
because it looks like an 
IKEA.”

Dylan Stracener
PUBLIC RELATIONS  Sophomore

“Buchanan, because 
the office of orientation 
will always hold a spot 
dear to my heart.”

Joshua England
POLITICAL SCIENCE  Junior

“Burke-Hawthorne, 
because I love the 
theatre inside the 
building. When you go 
outside of the building, 
there is a nice shady 
area.”
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