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CONTENT AND WEB MANAGER

At the end of every semester students 
have the option to fill out course 
evaluations, allowing them to voice their 
opinions on a course. Professors can take 
this information and use it to improve 
their course, but students have no access 
to it and are forced to rely on other tools 
to get information on their upcoming 
classes.

RateMyProfessors.com is a free website 
that allows students to leave detailed 
reviews on any and all professors their 
university has to offer. 

There are thousands of ratings for the 
1,799 University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
professors available on RateMyProfessors, 
and the reviews include course difficulty, 
grading difficulty and even things 
like a professor’s sense of humor and 
availability. Students can also leave more 
detailed comments to better describe the 
course and professor in their own words.

“ I want to know what 
they’re writing, good, bad 
and ugly. I want to know.”
Aaron Boston, junior kinesiology 

major, is currently in his first semester 
at UL Lafayette after transferring from 
Augustana University in South Dakota, 
and he said he uses RateMyProfessors 
to see how to best approach each class 
he takes, as opposed to basing his entire 
class schedule off of the reviews.

“(RateMyProfessors) just gives me 
an idea on how I need to approach that 
teacher,” Boston said. “If they say they’ve 
got mean comments, then I know how to 
approach that teacher when I need help 
… I understand teachers are different, so 
me trying to fight who they are doesn’t 
really help, so I try to see if I can cope 
with it in some type of way.”

Boston said he found RateMyProfessors 
helpful and accurate, but added some 
comments needed to be taken with a 
grain of salt. 

Boston recounted one class he took 
with a professor who had more negative 
comments. They warned everyone 
against taking the class, saying that they 
would fail because of how hard it was, 
but Boston found the class fine, if only 
requiring more work than others offered.

“To me, after hearing everyone’s 
comments, it just sounded like those 
were people just not putting in that 
effort,” Boston said. 

The information on RateMyProfessors 
is, obviously, available for everyone to 
read, including professors. 

Kevin Zito, Ph.D., math professor at 
UL Lafayette, said he checks his page 
on RateMyProfessors because, similar 
to course evaluations at the end of the 
semester, he wishes to see what his 
students have to say about his course.

“I am supportive of any system where 
I can see what the students think of me,” 
Zito said. 

“I’m down for it … It doesn’t matter 
what they say. If they’re saying it, there 
must be a reason why they’re saying it, 
so I try to get the most out of it. Even if I 
have to kind of read through some things 
to see.”

One of its biggest boons — as well as 
its biggest fault — is RateMyProfessors’ 
anonymity. Because everything is 
anonymous, students can leave whatever 
comments they wish, and students can be 
just as biased as anyone else.

Zito added he appreciates the fact that 
RateMyProfessors is anonymous, because 
it allows students to be more honest in 
their reviews, even if sometimes it could 
get “misused” to spread mean or harsh 
messages about certain professors.

Zito is one of the most well-
rated UL Lafayette professors on 
RateMyProfessors, and, although he 
noted that could affect how he views 

the website as a whole, he said that even 
without such a high rating he would still 
value the information it provides — the 
bad as well as the good.

“Even if it’s on a bathroom wall if 
someone told me, ‘You go to the restroom 
in such and such building and they got 
all kinds of stuff written about Zito on 
the wall,’ I’m going to look at it because I 
want to know,” Zito said. “I want to know 
what they’re writing, good, bad and ugly. 
I want to know.”

Nick Dufrene, junior English major, 
said he mostly uses RateMyProfessors 
when he has more than one option 
for professors, usually opting for the 
professor with the better rating.

“It depends,” Dufrene said. “You know, 
some students can be kind of biased 
depending on what grade they get. Like 
for example, there was one professor that 
got rated kind of poorly, but they ended 

up being one of my favorite teachers.”
Dufrene’s younger brother, freshman 

architecture major Matt Dufrene, said he 
was grateful to have the information on 
RateMyProfessors because it made his 
introduction to college both easier and 
less worrisome.

“I think I would have been scared 
for a lot more professors not knowing 
anything at all going into classes and 
having that tool and knowledge helps me 
be a little more prepared to know what 
exactly I’m getting into,” Matt Dufrene 
said.

News
TEXTBOOK PRICES

Students react to “crazy expensive” 
textbook prices as the semester begins.

PAGE 2

Allons
SAVOIE ON KATHLEEN BLANCO

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
president Joseph Savoie, Ph.D., reflects 
on the late Kathleen Blanco’s legacy.
PAGE 6

Sports
NEW LOCKER ROOM

Louisiana women’s soccer team reveal 
their new locker room.

PAGE 3

Allons
FEES INCREASE

Political columnist Brett Smith wonders 
what exactly he is paying for while 
university fees continue to rise.
PAGE 7

David Reed
NEWS DIRECTOR

On Sunday, Aug. 25, only two days 
after opening, five apartments on the first 
floor of building three at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette’s brand new, 
upscale apartments, the Heritage at Cajun 
Village, flooded, forcing the residents to 
temporarily relocate.

According to Director of Facility 
Management Bill Crist the flooding 
was caused by a towel getting caught on 
a wooden stake that had been driven 
through the sewer line.

“What happened was the contractor, 
after he laid all the sewage lines under 
the building, before they poured the slab 
they had to drive stakes into the ground 
to hold the formwork for the slab, and 
one of the stakes drove into the pipe and 
caused the obstruction,” Crist said. “It 
wasn’t until it got fully loaded from the 
students and some items might have been 
flushed down the toilet or ran down the 
drain that weren’t supposed to by the 
students.” 

Items like sanitary napkins, baby wipes 
or Q-Tips at times can clog a pipe.

“It’s very possible it could have drained 
for years and never been a problem, but 
then a towel of some type was flushed 
down the toilet and it got hung up on the 
piece of wood and that caused everything 
else to back up and caused the problem.”

Breanna Booker, a graduate student 
in the architecture program, had just 
finished moving into her new home when 
the flooding started.

“I hadn’t even been in the apartment 
for 3 hours before the water in the toilet 
wouldn’t flush and water started coming 
up from the drain in the floor,” Booker 
said. “The building staff called the 
emergency maintenance people and they 
came to see how bad it was. Once they 
did that it took them two more hours to 
tell us what was going on. They separated 
me and my roommates and moved 
us into empty spare rooms across the 
complex while our apartments are getting 
repaired.” 

 Booker has since moved back into 
her three-bedroom apartment, which, 
according to the UL Lafayette housing 
website, costs $3,543 per semester to live 
in. 

Interim Director of Housing Dawn 
Miller issued a statement on what 
housing has done to remedy the 
situation.

“Housing was able to provide 
temporary housing arrangements within 
our apartments for all affected residents,” 
Miller said. “We have also given residents 
updates as the work has progressed. We 
appreciate our residents’ understanding 
and patience as we get this unfortunate 
issue resolved.”

Booker said she felt the university 
should do more for residents who were 
forced to relocate due to flooding.

“I understand that in rushed cases in 
which the Heritage was finished things 
happen,” Booker said. “But this was 
just poor planning on their part. I am 
more concerned with how they will 
truly compensate us as residents for 
the emotional distress being that this 
occurred the night before school and the 
personal items damaged.”

Crist said problems like these are not 
uncommon for new buildings.

“You run across these things all the 
time on a project and we test and retest 
everything in all of the buildings, in all 
of the rooms, as often as we can, but 
until it gets fully loaded up with people, 
sometimes these things come up,” Crist 
said. “We didn’t want any problems, 
nobody ever does, but when you’re 
building a $40-million, $50-million 
complex there are going to be some 
issues, and this is one I would call 
relatively minor.” 

Jack Ellis, a sophomore in elementary 
education who lives in Heritage, said he 
is not worried about future problems at 
the apartments.

“I’m not too worried because the 
reason for the flooding was because of 
the residents not the utilities,” Ellis said.

Repairs to Booker’s apartment were 
completed a day ahead of schedule on 
Friday, Aug. 30.

“I’m just glad to finally be able to settle 
into my apartment,” she said.
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The exterior of The Heritage at Cajun Village after the flooding on Aug. 25, 2019.

A ROUGH START

Heritage floods 2 days after move-in
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Students react to textbook prices as 
they ascend to ‘crazy expensive rates’
Emily Britt
NEWS WRITER

As classes began at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette on Monday, Aug. 
26, many students were instructed to 
purchase textbooks by their professors.

However, many students opted out of 
buying these textbooks due to their high 
prices.

A student who decided to buy her 
books at the UL Lafayette bookstore 
commented, sharing her dissatisfaction 
with the rising price.

“Honestly, I find it convenient that 
it’s on campus, but the problem is that 
on-campus is the most expensive option,” 
Marie Indenhoek, a junior psychology 
major, said. “So many students are in debt 
because of having to buy books at crazy 
expensive rates.”

Indenhoek also blames the lack of 
understanding from some teachers for 
this debt.

“Some teachers expect it immediately, 
but sometimes we can’t get it,” Indenhoek 
said, claiming the short amount of 
time between book assignment and 
the expected date of possession pushes 
students to make the costly purchase on-
campus.

Indenhoek said that, although she 
technically only bought two textbooks 
this semester, she also had to purchase a 
class code and sample test booklet. 

“All of that cost about 350 bucks,” she 
said.

This interaction follows a prevalent 
trend. 

“The average cost of college textbooks 
has risen four times faster than the rate 
of inflation over the past 10 years,” Kathy 
Kristoff of cbsnews.com said.

This comes with serious consequences. 
As textbooks become more and more 
expensive, students are more likely to not 
purchase them, or, in some cases, they 
cannot afford them at all.

“The Public Interest Research Groups 
found that two-thirds of surveyed 
students had skipped buying or renting 
some of their required course materials 
because they couldn’t afford them,” Gaby 
Del Valle of Vox.com said.

This problem has been ongoing for 
years.

“ ... the problem is that 
on-campus is the most 
expensive option.”
“Textbook costs have risen more than 

1,000% since the 1970s,” Del Valle said. 
And the pricing for textbooks has not 

been consistent across disciplines.
“Books for humanities courses … tend 

to cost less than those for STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) 
course,” she said.

SlugBooks.com, a website used to 
compare book prices, echoes this idea. 
According to the website, the required 
GEOL106 textbook is normally $268.95 
while the required PHIL331 textbook is 

normally $99.95. However, both of them 
can be purchased by outside sellers, such 
as Amazon, for less than fifty dollars 
each.

Indenhoek also brought up E-books as 
a combatant to rising textbook costs, but 
while this alternative provides a solution 
to cost and availability, it comes with a 
whole other host of issues.

“It’s nice to have the E-books, but I 
like, especially majoring in psychology 

and now having a criminal justice minor, 
I usually like to keep those books, and 
sometimes the E-books are only for 
a certain number of days,” she said. 
“E-books are becoming such a big thing, 
but there are people like myself who like 
hard copies.”

The Ragin’ Cajuns Store was unable to 
comment on the issue at this time.
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Students socialize with Savoie over 
popsicles and popcorn at UPC event
Amelia Jennings
NEWS WRITER

On Thursday, Aug. 29, the University 
Program Council (UPC) held an event 
known as “Pops with the President” at 3 
p.m.

The event provided popsicles and 
popcorn and allowed the students to 
meet University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
President Joseph Savoie and start to get 
involved with the UPC. 

The event was held at the president’s 
house under a large awning with fans 
blowing and music playing to encourage 
students to come outside in the middle of 
August.

Those who came to help make the 
event possible, such as Nick Villaume, the 
owner of Boombox Frozen Pops and Ice 
Cream said he enjoyed being there and 
explained why they came out. 

“We were invited to come out and hand 
out pops to the students that are coming 
out to the event,” Villaume said. “We 
love coming out to Lafayette. We love the 
campus over here.” 

Some students, both before and after 
Savoie came, were enthusiastic about the 
event as well, and explained why they 
enjoyed it.

Maddie Corvers, a hospitality 
management major, said, “I think it’s a 
really good opportunity to get to know 
our president, Mr. Savoie, it’s another 
chance for kids to get involved. I think 
it’s a good thing for them to put it on 
because it’s important for the President 
to be involved and to know us, maybe 
not on a name basis, but be able to 
communicate with us.”

However, some students thought that it 
could have been better.

“I think it’s really cool,” Samantha 
Heston, a marketing major, said, “I mean 
I’m kinda sad that there aren’t more 
people here.” 

Those who ran the event explained 
how the event came together and its 
importance.

“We looked at the events during the 
first week of school, during our welcome 
week, and said, ‘What do we think 
students would like? What do we think 
is missing? Maybe something new and 
different that students would like,’” Karli 
Sherman, the assistant director of student 
engagement and leadership commented. 

“So the President of UPC, her name 
is April, she wanted to do something 
that would connect the students and 
President Savoie together. He’s obviously 
the President, an authority figure. He’s 
our administrator, and something like 
this allows us to actually interact with 
him,” Sherman said.

Savoie himself then shared a few words 
about the importance of the event.

“I think it’s great, and I know it’s a 
part of Welcome Week, and we tried to 
make sure that students, particularly new 
students, feel like a part of what’s going 
on on campus and of course get a chance 
to know one another and have a little 
fun,” Savoie said. 

“I think it’s great. It’ll get rid of some 
of the anxiety, that freshmen anxiety, and 
make people feel more welcome, and it’s 
really all about relationships.”

President Savoie then gave some advice 
for incoming freshmen.

“Go to class, number one. Do your 
work, don’t fall behind. It’s a lot easier to 
keep up than it is to catch up.” 

Lastly, he explained why he loves to 
go to these events and be around the 
students. 

“Students keep you young; they 
keep you busy. They make you explain 
yourself, which is a good thing. I like all 
the activity and all the enthusiasm, it’s 
very positive.”
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Savoie conversing with a student at Pops with the President event at the President’s 
Residence on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2019.
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Students showing their Ragin’ Cajun Pride at Pops with the President event at the 
President’s Residence on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2019.
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Madelyn Meyer
SPORTS WRITER 

Only a junior, Hali Wisnoskie is one 
of the most impactful Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns volleyball players. At 20 years old, 
she often leads Louisiana in feats such as 
kills and blocks, while also being able to 
play defense aiding in digs and assists. 

Off the court, Wisnoskie is a 
kinesiology major with a concentration 
in sports management. She is from 
Columbus, Texas and has played 
volleyball for her high school and two 
club volleyball teams. She competed in 
the Texas Girls Coaches Association All-
Star game multiple times. 

In high school, Wisnkoskie played as 
an outside hitter. She totaled 2,401 kills, 
357 blocks, 1,003 digs, 110 aces and 395 
assists during her high school career. 

In 2016 she was the Texas Association 
of Volleyball Coaches Class 4A Hitter of 
the Year. In the same year, she had her 
high school career-best 753 kills. 

According to Max Preps, this was the 
sixth-highest number nationally, which 
aided in her third consecutive all-state 
honor.

Now playing for Louisiana, the 6-foot-
2 outside hitter has already accomplished 
so much in two years. She started playing 
as a freshman in 2017, and since then 
the coaches and team call her “The 

Silent Killer,” according to Head Coach 
Heather-Mazeitis Fontenot. 

As a freshman, Wisnoskie competed 
in 32 matches, starting in 22 of them. 
Not many freshmen can do the same, 
as Wisnoskie tied with fellow teammate 
Avery Breaux for the most played 
freshmen of the season.  

She led Louisiana with 332 kills on a 
.240 hitting percentage and became the 
second freshman in school history to 
reach 300 kills, all while also having the 
second most kills as a freshman in school 
history. 

Apart from hitting, Wisnoskie also 
ranked third on the team in blocks. 

During her freshman year, Wisnoskie 
received many accolades. She was the first 
Ragin’ Cajun to be a Sun Belt Freshman 
of the Week honoree, and she was given 
the honor three times. She also received 
the honors of first-team All-Sun Belt. 

Wisnoskie was even named the SBC 
Freshman of the Year, a feat no Ragin’ 
Cajun had accomplished since the ’90s. 

Wisnoskie had an incredible freshman 
year and continued to build on her power 
in her sophomore year. 

She began her sophomore season 
earning double-digit kills in 10 
consecutive matches and once again 
surpassed the 300 kills mark. This was 
also her second season hitting above a 
.200 percentage. 

She earned All-Sun Belt honors 
again and this season she also received 
all-tournament accolades in three 
tournaments. 

Outside of her main position as an 
outside hitter, Wisnoskie surpassed the 
100-dig mark with 114 and led the Ragin’ 
Cajuns in total points with 358 for her 
second season in a row.

In 2018, Wisnoskie was also a first-
team pick on the Louisiana Sports 
Writers Association All-Louisiana 
Volleyball Team for the second year in a 
row. 

On top of that, she made the SBC 
Academic Honor Roll, an impressive feat 
for any college athlete. 

Wisnoskie’s junior year is just getting 
started and she is already showing 
promise. She already reached double-
digit kills and digs in the regular season 
on Aug. 30 in a game against Incarnate 
World. 

During preseason play, Wisnoskie 
reached 21 kills in a team scrimmage. 
She was also named as a member of the 
Preseason All-Conference Sun Belt team. 

Wisnoskie proves time after time that 
she is a well-versed player for Louisiana. 
She has the gameplay and achievements 
to back it up. Only three games into her 
junior season, Wisnoskie is in position to 
have another great season. 

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana women’s soccer team is 
ready to attack their season, but with a 
new season comes a new locker room. 

On Aug. 12, with their bags in hand, 
they walked to their new locker room for 
the first time. Smiles spread across the 
faces of the team as they couldn’t believe 
the new addition. 

A video tweeted from the Ragin’ 
Cajun Soccer twitter page shows the 
team amazed and multiple times one of 
the players can be heard saying “are you 
kidding me, this is awesome” and “this is 
so cool.” 

New head coach Lance Key made it 
clear to his team that this is something to 
motivate them and let them know they 
should be proud to be a Ragin’ Cajun. 

“At the end of the day we 
want you to be proud when 
you walk into this place ... ”
“We wanted to give you guys 

something special, so when you walk 
in you guys have a sense of pride about 
being a part of this Louisiana soccer 
family,” Key said. “At the end of the day 
we want you to be proud when you walk 
into this place, so I hope you enjoy it.”

The season started for the Louisiana 
women’s soccer team on August 22 
with them participating in the Cardinal 
Classic. Louisiana lost both games 
against UTSA 2-0 and Lamar 5-1. 
Beginning their season 0-2, they went to 
face Northern Illinois in Dekalb, IL on 
Saturday ending the game in a tie, 4-4. 

Louisiana scored four goals from Alex 
Augustyn, Gwen Mummert, Katherine 
Whitman, and Telly Vunipola. Assisted 
by Rachel Sutter and Karleene Bedre. 

After a foul by NIU with 19 seconds 
remaining, Augustyn took a pass from 
Mummert and scored on a scramble 
in the box and sending the match to 
overtime.

In the first overtime, Louisiana had 
a shot attempt before NIU’s Julia Lentz 
saved a last-second attempt by Rainey 
Niles in the second overtime to force the 
tie.

For Louisiana, Mackenzie Allen 
recovered four saves. The Ragin’ Cajuns 
will face off against Chicago State on 
Sunday before heading back to Lafayette 
for their first home game against 
Southern University on Thursday, Sep 5 
at 7 p.m. 

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Junior Hali Wisnoskie smiling after a score as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the UTEP Miners on Friday, Aug. 30, 2019.
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The Ragin’ Cajun Women’s Soccer Team’s new locker room.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Renovated showers are located in the Ragin’ Cajun Women’s Soccer Team’s locker room.

Lachelle Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns are calling all fans 
to Cajun Field on Sept. 7 to cheer on 
their team with the new fan-friendly 
concession prices. 

Football attendance fell for the seventh 
time in eight seasons, making it the 
lowest mark in 22 seasons.

In Coach Napier’s first season as head 
coach, he accomplished the first non-
losing season since 2014. But, this trend 
was not statistically evident for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns. 

In 2018, fan attendance was 18,551 
fans per game, and inside Cajun Field, 
the stadium is set to hold 41,426 seats an 
increase of 18% from Louisiana’s 2017 
season. 

This is not acceptable in the eyes of 
the Ragin’ Cajun athletics program as 
Louisiana’s peak attendance of 29,171 was 
in 2011, which accomplished a Sun Belt 
record.

For the 2019-2020 season, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns are aiming to regain their 
attendance, and are planning to see a 
spark in attendance with a new treat for 
fans. 

There are two tiers to the concession 
pricing to accommodate any fan. With 
the first tier, fans can expect to get a 
good snack with only $1-$3 in their 
pockets, with some of the items being 
hot dogs, popcorn, chips, 20-oz drinks, 
hamburgers and quesadillas. 

Premium concession, the second tier, 
will have prices ranging from $4-6. This 
includes premium hot dogs, vegetarian 
jambalaya, shrimp and grits, premium 
hamburgers and many more options. 

All Louisiana sports home games 
will feature these new prices, except the 
Cajundome. Before home games at Cajun 
Field, fans will be allowed the same 
concession prices inside Russo Park. 

Fans can hypothetically buy three hot 
dogs, three drinks and popcorn all for 
$10 now while encouraging their Ragin’ 
Cajuns to victory. 

It can’t get any better than that.

‘Silent Killer’ Hali Wisnoskie 
spikes up Louisiana scores

UL slashes 
concession 
prices to 
attract fans

Louisiana women’s soccer kicks off 
2019 season with new locker room

Sports
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS WRITER

Contrary to preseason play, the 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team 
had a challenging start in their first 
official matches of the season. Louisiana 
competed in the DoubleTree Classic 
Tournament held in Lafayette over the 
weekend, playing three matches. 

All three matches saw Louisiana lose 
in a 0-3 sweep, despite the scores being 
close. 

The Cajuns’ first match was against 
Incarnate World, and the first set seemed 
the most promising for Louisiana. 

They were winning 20-15, but lost the 
momentum before following through. 
This set the tone for Incarnate World for 
the rest of the match. 

With the drive from the first set win, 
Incarnate World could not be stopped by 
the Ragin’ Cajuns. All three sets in the 
match were lost 23-25. 

Senior middle blocker Dree’Ana Abram 
and junior outside hitter Hali Wisnoskie 
were the only Louisiana players to have 
double-digit kills in the match. 

Overall, the team led 39-38 in kills over 
Incarnate World, but it was not enough 
to secure the win when they also had 20 
errors and only five blocks. 

On the defensive end, sophomore 
setter and first-time libero Milayne 
Danna scooped 16 digs. Junior setter 
Avery Breaux also had double-digit 
digs, plus 30 assists, giving her a double-
double. 

A similar path occurred in the 
University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) 
match. UTEP won the first set of the 
night 25-20 and kept the same drive to 
win the other two sets 21-25 and 20-25. 

Freshman outside and right side hitter, 
Celeste Darling, had a team-high amount 
of kills with 10. However, UTEP still had 
six more kills than Louisiana, as well as 
more blocks and aces and fewer errors. 

Louisiana had a low overall hitting 
percentage combined for the day at .112. 
Miscues, few blocks and a shaky offense 
also contributed to the loss. 

In the Tulane match, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
once again were unable to reach a win. 
They lost their sets 18-25, 18-25 and 
21-25. 

Unlike the previous matches, Louisiana 
was in the lead for the majority of the 
sets. Louisiana kept up offensively, but 
still had errors that led to Tulane’s rally 
from behind win.

Despite the loss, Louisiana was still 
able to hold Tulane to their lowest hitting 
percentage of the weekend. Tulane’s 
percentage was .215 Saturday versus 
the .316 of the previous day. Louisiana’s 
hitting percentage was still low at .070. 

Sophomore right-side hitter Desiree 
Johnson had a team-best with nine kills, 

while junior defensive specialist Hannah 
Ramirez earned a match-high 19 digs, 
wearing the libero jersey. 

Up next, Louisiana has a series of home 
matches. As part of the Sawyer Camillo 
Memorial Classic Tournament, they take 
on McNeese on Friday Sep. 6 at 1:30 
p.m., followed by a match against Eastern 
Michigan at 6:30 p.m and a match 
Saturday at 12:30 p.m. versus Florida 
A&M. 

Last year Louisiana started their 
home season playing four matches in 

the Sawyer Camillo Memorial Classic 
Tournament, winning three out of the 
four matches. 

Louisiana will then compete in their 
first home single match on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 at 6:30 p.m. versus Southern 
Mississippi. 

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Junior Hannah Ramirez (2) serves the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the UTEP Miners on Friday, Aug. 30, 2019.

Though hard fought, Louisiana falls 
short in 2019 opening volleyball games

Charles Long
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana football team fell 
short on a valiant comeback against the 
Mississippi State Bulldogs to lose their 
first game of the 2019 season 38-28.

The Ragin’ Cajuns defense, which gave 
up 56 points in the meeting of the two 
teams last season, proved to be stronger 
and better prepared to face the SEC foe to 
start this season. 

After giving up a touchdown on the 
first drive of the game, Louisiana forced 
two fumbles, stopped Mississippi State on 
a fourth-down conversion, and received 
the gift of a missed field goal from the 
Bulldogs on consecutive possessions.

All of these stands early helped to keep 
the game close in the first half.

The offense struggled early in the 
game, giving away three turnovers, but 
two touchdown drives kept the game tied 
at 14 until the final drive of the first half.

An 11-play, 82-yard touchdown drive 
for the Bulldogs to end the half gave 
them a 21-14 lead going into halftime 
that they wouldn’t relinquish for the rest 
of the game.

Mississippi State took advantage of 
another turnover by the Ragin’ Cajuns 
and extended their run to 21 straight 
points with two touchdown drives, 
opening up a 35-14 lead early in the 
fourth quarter.

Louisiana did their best to get back into 
the game with two impressive touchdown 
drives in the fourth quarter — a nine-
play, 69-yard drive and a 14-play, 99-yard 
drive — to cut the Mississippi State lead 
to 35-28 with just under three minutes 
left to go in the game.

With three timeouts, instead of kicking 
off and giving the defense another 
opportunity to make a stop and give 
the hot Ragin’ Cajuns offense a chance 
to have a shot to tie in regulation, head 
coach Billy Napier attempted an onside 
kick. 

However, the ball went out of bounds 
and gave the Bulldogs the field position 
they needed to barely sneak a 37-yard 
field goal through the right post to 
stretch the lead to 10 points with only 
one minute left to go in the game.

Even though Louisiana lost, their 
ability to fight until the end showed 
improvement from last season. The 
offense had five turnovers but showed 
flashes of brilliance in their touchdown 
drives, and the defense made plenty of 
big plays to keep the game close.

Starting quarterback junior Levi Lewis 
completed 24 of his 39 passing attempts 
for 267 yards along with one touchdown 
and two interceptions. Lewis’ first throw 
of the season was an interception, and his 
last throw was intercepted in the endzone 
once the game was over, but he did a 

good job of showing he could lead the 
offense. He also showed great escapability 
and poise in the pocket, running for a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter. 

Junior Jamal Bell and senior Ja’Marcus 
Bradley were standouts for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns wide receivers. Bell led both 
teams with eight receptions for 113 yards 
and Bradley recorded six receptions for 
93 yards including a contested 32-yard 
reception.

The trio of running backs showed 
flashes of their success from their stellar 
2018 season. Senior Raymond Calais led 
the way with 79 rushing yards on nine 
carries. Sophomore Trey Ragas had nine 
carries for 63 yards and a touchdown, 
and Elijah Mitchell finished with a 
team-high 14 carries for 31 yards and a 
touchdown run.

Up next, Louisiana looks to pick up 
their first win in their home opener Sept. 
7 against the Liberty Flames, who lost 
their season opener 24-0 to nationally 
ranked No. 22 Syracuse.

Louisiana football improves but opens 
season with close loss to Mississippi State

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Mississippi State’s Austin Williams (85) catches the ball over Junior Brenndan Johnson (29) 
during the Mississippi State game on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019.
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Mississippi State’s Austin Williams (85) catches the ball over Junior Brenndan Johnson (29) 
during the Mississippi State game on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019.
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Join your friends and thousands 
of fellow students registering to 
vote at vote.org/la2019

Young voters between the ages of 18-29 changed 
the outcome of the 2018 election. Register to vote 
so you can decide your next Governor and state 
representatives and change the future of your state.  

• You can register using your campus address or  
your home address.

• You can have election notifications texted to you so you 
don’t forget to vote on October 12 and November 16, 2019.

REGISTER TO VOTE

Vote.org is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit and does 
not support or oppose any political candidate or party.

ELECTION ALERT:
Louisiana law requires you to register to 
vote by September 21 to cast your ballot 
in the October 12 Election for Governor 
and state representatives. 

vote.org/la2019
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Brianne Hendricks
DIGITAL MEDIA MANAGER

Louisiana’s first female governor 
Kathleen Blanco lived her life selflessly.

Originally from Acadiana, Gov. Blanco 
was a proud Ragin’ Cajun alumna and 
a member of the Kappa Delta sorority. 
The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
would become home for Blanco during 
her years and eventually become the 
place where part of her legacy will live. 

“There were some old World War II 
barracks type buildings, they called it the 
‘Vet Village’ because a lot of the veterans 
returning from World War II and the 
Korean War lived back in ‘Vet Village,’” 
UL Lafayette President Joseph Savoie 
said. “So that’s where (Kathleen and her 
husband) lived for the first few years of 
their lives together.” 

Gov. Blanco’s husband Raymond 
Blanco worked as the assistant coach 
here at UL Lafayette from 1963–1969 
and continued his time after as the dean 
of men, and he would later become the 
vice president of student affairs. Many 
on-campus still refer to Raymond Blanco 
affectionately by the name of “Coach.” 

“They were always on campus,” Savoie 
said. “And suddenly all their kids grew up 
on campus.” 

Last year the university announced a 
new public policy center that will bare 
Blanco’s name and located in Edith Dupre 
Library. The policy center, partially 
designed by architecture students, will 
become home to every gubernatorial 
paper from Blanco’s time as governor. 

Gov. Blanco, who spoke on the center 
last year at the UL Lafayette Legacy Gala, 
said she was unafraid of what may be 

found in the boxes of papers, and she 
noted that, while other governors may 
seek to shred a few sensitive documents, 
she wanted transparency. 

Trailblazing acts like these were not 
unheard of in Blanco’s life. She served 
as the first woman elected to state 
representative from Lafayette and the 
first woman to serve on the Louisiana 
Public Service Commission, which she 
would later become the first chairwoman 
of. During her first term as a state 
representative, she was one of only two 
women in either house of the legislature. 

“Just being the first woman to do so 
many different things, that’s significant,” 
Savoie said. “The other big lesson (Blanco 
taught) is that you can use political 
influence to improve people’s lives.” 

Though Blanco was often known as 
being the governor of Louisiana during 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Savoie 
remembers Blanco as a caring woman of 
faith who sought to bring a part of her 
Cajun nature to the rest of the state. 

“She accomplished multiple things 
from reforming the New Orleans school 
system to putting together the coastal 
restoration authority,” Savoie said. “Those 
were very difficult, hard lifts. She also 
provided teacher pay raises and fully 
funded higher education.” 

Savoie said Blanco trusted those she 
appointed to do the right thing for the 
right reasons. Her crew was her family. 
She placed faith in them to put the people 
of Louisiana first, whether they are 
survivors recovering from a hurricane or 
students needing extra funds to pay for 
tuition.

“She started the Go Grant,” Savoie said, 
“and did it without a lot of fanfare. It’s a 
huge deal, and it’s important. She did it 
because it was just the right thing to do.” 

Her impression, Savoie said, would last 
a lifetime. 

“When I was a student here, I was 
president of my fraternity,” Savoie said. 
“We had just been reinstated. After 
about a week, some knucklehead did 
something, and we got thrown off 
campus again, and I had worked for a 
year to get us back on. I met with the 
person who was the fraternity adviser, 
and he said the only person who can 
reinstate the fraternity is Dean Blanco. I 
said, ‘Well can I go talk to him, please?’” 

Even though it was late, Savoie drove 
over to their home to help his fraternity.

“It was past midnight when I knocked 

on the door, and a sweet lady opened 
it,” Savoie said. “She was holding a baby. 
I told her what I was there for and she 
invited me in, let me sit down in the 
living room and got me a glass of water. 
Then went and woke him up and told 
him he had to talk to me.”

Savoie said that meeting spoke to 
Blanco’s absolute humanity as a person 
who only sought to help in a time of 
need. 

“She knew that I was in trouble, and I 
needed help. She was going to help me 
get that help.” 

Visit us at TheVermilion.com for 
more exclusive content.

Timothy Ledet
MUSIC COLUMNIST

There’s an obvious sense of 
vulnerability found in music — 
memorable artists are able to be 
transparent with the listener, expressing 
their hearts with authenticity.

It’s incredible to me that some of the 
most memorable musicians that I’ve 
ever encountered have been very local to 
Lafayette.

Hemlock, the solo singer-songwriter 
project of senior music business major 
Carolina Chauffe, has been performing 
soul-cutting ballads for the past year, 
with her notably delicate voice bringing 
impact and finesse to every song.

Chauffe is an extensively trained 
musician, with a background in choir and 
years of experience playing the guitar. 
She’s a virtuoso and a stellar performer. 
Whether it’s with UL’s choir or singing at 
Saint Street Inn’s jazz nights, she pours 
herself into every moment on stage.

Hemlock is Chauffe’s outlet for self-
expression, combining her musical 
prowess with honest and moving 
songwriting.

Hemlock spent the months of July 
and August on two separate tours: one 
playing bass synth with forward-thinking 
folk duo Little Mazarn of Austin, TX, 
and the other with New Orleans-based 
Palm Sunday, whose music resembles 
Hemlock.

“If it isn’t clear already, 
Hemlock is not your typical, 
local guitar songstress. They 
are one of the most inspired 
musicians that I’ve ever had 
the pleasure of experiencing.”

Palm Sunday and Hemlock 
used portions of their shows to 
perform together, featuring dynamic 
harmonizations and cozy Cajun French 
tunes. The closing show of their tour was 
in downtown Lafayette at Rêve Coffee 
Roasters, where I was happy to witness 
this chemistry for myself.

Hemlock played in coffee shops, dingy 
saloons, bookstores, at a commune for 
vagabonds and squatters and in beachside 
Canada, all within the past two months.

The material she performs is largely 
from her Bandcamp project, “February.” 
This 28-track album covers the 28 days of 
the month of February, playing out like 
a journal that a close friend has allowed 
you to read.

It’s incredible when you realize 
Hemlock was willing to be this personal 
with strangers across North America 
in foreign locations, encountering 
challenges and living stories of all sorts 
along the way.

On a plane to Portland to meet Palm 
Sunday, a kind flight attendant gave her a 
ten dollar cheese tray free-of-cost, with a 
simple fortune of “Today’s your day!”

The Palm Sunday tour began 
immediately with a nearly-totaled 
vehicle, but friend and fellow musician 

Adam Torres (go check out his material, 
it’s lovely) rented out his tour van for the 
duo.

They played in El Paso two days 
after the Walmart mass-shooting to an 
unthinkably empathetic audience.

This is only the tip of the iceberg when 
it comes to her experiences this summer.

“You’re only tied to the present 
moment,” Chauffe told me while 
recapping her time on tour. The nature of 
touring requires you to be fully involved 
with the day-to-day. Things like housing, 
food and destinations can be uncertain in 
unfamiliar places while trying to focus on 
a goal: to play her music.

Chauffe’s next step is in an internship 
with Light in the Attic Records, spending 
six weeks in their Seattle office, and four 
weeks in Los Angeles. Light in the Attic 
is known for reissuing lesser-known cult 
records of the past, such as their recently 
acclaimed compilation of Japanese 

ambient music from the 1980s.
They’ve also reissued records of 

Karen Dalton, who they describe on 
their website as “the muse for countless 
folk-rock geniuses,” a fitting assessment 
considering Chauffe is the one who 
introduced me to Dalton’s music.

If it isn’t clear already, Hemlock is 
not your typical, local guitar songstress. 
They are one of the most inspired 
musicians that I’ve ever had the pleasure 
of experiencing. I urge you to listen to 
“February.” It’s one of the best collections 
of songs that 2019 has to offer.

I’ll be eagerly waiting for whatever 
she shares with us next. We may live in a 
smaller city, but we have no shortage of 
extraordinary musical talent.

Photo via Carolina Chauffe 

Photo by LaShayla Lumpkins / The Vermilion

Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco delivers her remarks at The Legacy Gala honoring her 
career and the launch of the Kathleen Babineaux Blanco Public Policy Center.

MUSIC

Hemlock takes flight: Local artist wraps 
up summer of coast-to-coast touring

OPINION

After Kathleen Blanco’s death, 
Savoie speaks on impact, legacy

Allons

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Morri Sampey
ALLONS EDITOR

OK, guys. There has been a lot of 
arguing in the LGBT community over 
whether asexual people belong. Today, 
I’m going to answer that question for 
anyone who might still be unsure. The 
answer might actually surprise you. 

But first, what is asexuality in the first 
place? 

According to Lexico, an online 
dictionary run by Oxford, asexuality is 
“the quality or characteristic of having no 
sexual feelings or desires.” Often, people 
associate the term “asexual” with their 
biology class under the definition of “the 
state of having no sex or sexual organs.” 
Although both definitions are correct, the 
only relevant definition I’m focusing on 
today is the former. 

One of the biggest misconceptions 
about asexuality is that it’s the same thing 
as celibacy. The LGBTQIA Resource 
Center website explains, “Asexuality 
is distinct from celibacy, which is the 
deliberate abstention from sexual activity. 
Some asexual people do have sex. There 
are many diverse ways of being asexual.” 

Asexuality, like any sexuality, is a 
spectrum. 

“Asexuality and sexuality are not 
necessarily black and white,” says 
the Asexual Visibility and Education 
Network on its website. There is a broad 
spectrum between endpoints of ‘asexual’ 
and ‘very sexual’ with differing levels of 
sexuality. Many people identify in a gray 
area that feels closer to being asexual than 
what most sexual people are like. They 
may identify as simply gray, graysexual, 
gray-asexual, or gray-a,” “Many people 
in this gray area still identify as asexual 
because they find it easier to explain, 
especially if the few instances in which 
they felt sexual attraction were brief and 
fleeting.” 

They go on to say some asexual people 
do have sex for various reasons, such as 
childbirth or curiosity. 

Often, when trying to explain their 
sexuality to family members, asexual 
people often get the same slew of 
questions. Some people assume that 

asexuality is always caused by abuse, 
which just isn’t true. It’s similar to 
thinking that gay people were turned gay 
by “a bad straight relationship.”

Others may think asexual people are 
the same as aromantic people or that it 
will be impossible for them to be in a 
relationship. Aromanticism is when a 
person doesn’t feel romantic attraction; 
people who don’t feel sexual attraction 
can still be in relationships, and vice 
versa! Many asexual people are in happy 
relationships.

These may or may not include sex, but 
even sex-repulsed asexuals can still have 
relationships. Just like with any sexuality, 
the relationship just takes some good 
communication. 

Potentially the biggest misconception 
about asexuality is that asexual people 
don’t go through the same oppression as 
other LGBT identities. 

You guys. Come on. Really?
Asexual people often get told they 

won’t be asexual forever, because, 
someday, they’ll want kids. While that’s 
wildly untrue (not everyone wants 
children) it also completely ignores the 
other ways of having children, such as by 
adoption. 

Telling someone they will want kids 
one day no matter what, even when 
they clearly state otherwise, is unfair to 
them, asexual or not. It’s not your choice, 
and you don’t know that person better 
than they know themselves. A person’s 
sexuality can’t be ignored or demeaned 
on the off-chance they will someday want 
children.

Sometimes, the oppression gets 
physical.

In an article posted in 2013, HuffPost 
did an interview with Julie Decker, an 
activist for asexual awareness. She spoke 
of how someone she considered a friend 

attempted “corrective rape” on her, 
meaning that he thought he could “fix 
her” by having sex with her. With a little 
Googling, stories like this are extremely 
common. 

Adri Makes Art made a comic and 
reposted it here on Everyday Feminism 
that does a good job of explaining 
asexuality and the struggles asexual 
people face. I would give it a read 
whether you’re familiar with asexuality 
or not. 

Oh, and the answer to the question that 
started this article? Do asexual people 
belong in the LGBT community?

Yes. Of course, they do. What kind of 
question is that?

Follow the Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

As the scorching humid heat of the 
summer wanes and the scorching less-
humid heat of fall dawns, Louisiana 
enters into its final stages of election 
season — the peak of which will 
culminate in the election of the governor. 
But aside from state-wide elections 
such as this, there are other local and 
municipal elections taking place that do 
not receive the attention (whether it be 
media, voter participation or otherwise) 
that they deserve. 

 On the website of the Secretary 
of State of Louisiana (SoS), the 
department whose job it is to inform on 
upcoming elections, there is a page solely 
dedicated to showing you what state-wide 
and local offices have candidates running 
for election. From your representative 
in the state legislature to your local tax 
assessor, from the sheriff to even the 
coroner, if there is a public office in your 
city or parish, they are probably up for 
election this year.

 These races aren’t the most 
high-profile, but small offices like this 
have the most impact on your day-to-day 
life. They are the places in government 
where ideology meets pragmatism 
and produces policy that “works good 
enough” and ideally gets change done 
in our community. It’s where our 
national partisan differences somewhat 
breakdown to focus more intently on 
improving our shared community.

Even so, you should still be sure to 
carefully weigh each candidate’s views 
before ticking that box come Oct. 
12. After all, who your sheriff is will 
determine how law is enforced, who 
composes your school board determines 
what school you and your neighbor’s 
children will go to, and who is in 
your city council determines how city 
resources and services are utilized. 

City council members especially 
should have pressure put on them 
on what they have done to make the 
municipality they work for better than 
when they got there. 

Indeed, they are the ones who make 
decisions on how to finance many of 
the things that we care about — things 
like water quality, road maintenance, 

drainage efficiency and traffic control. 
City councils are meant to upgrade these 
services to run more efficiently and 
respond to issues that arise from their 
malfunction. Neither the governor nor 
president can do much about local issues 
like these, but it is your council person’s 
duty to try and fix them.

If by this point you feel somewhat 
obliged or urged to vote, then welcome 
aboard the “Democracy Train” where 
our next stop is October. Before you 
can change the world (or at least the 
Lafayette region) one vote at a time, you 
may need some resources to learn who is 
running where and what. There are many 
resources available to help you find out 
what municipal districts you are in and 
who is running.

As mentioned before, the SoS is tasked 
with informing the public about state-
wide and local elections. Their website 
will always have the most up-to-date 
information, and, as a bonus, three weeks 
before election day the SoS will publish 
sample ballots of what you will see in the 
ballot box come election day so you will 
walk in as a mindful and prepared voter.

The SoS will only give you information 
on who is running and their party 
affiliation; they do not provide 
information on the platforms those 
candidates are running on. For that, 
I suggest looking at those candidates’ 
campaign websites or other websites that 
are dedicated to listing out politicians’ 
views. Votesmart.com and ballotpedia.
org are two great resources for finding 
information on small elections. 

The point I am hoping to drive across 
is this: In Louisiana, we are given lots 
and lots of opportunities for choice (we 
elect the parish coroner for goodness’ 
sake). Many of the people who serve in 
the offices that shape how we live our 
lives are not appointed or born into 
their position, they are elected; they 
are accountable to the charters and 
constitutions that define their position 
and to we the people that put them there. 
Let us make sure we all participate fully 
in these elections come October so those 
who lead us are representative of our 
ideals and interests, the ones that make 
our home a safer, cleaner and happier 
place to live.

Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

Since the beginning of my time here at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
I’ve been in a peculiar situation, a 
situation that has caused me to take out 
loans every semester to cover my tuition. 
Eh, a sad story, but I’ve gotten over it. The 
real difficulty is that even with all of my 
loans in, I still have to pay a remaining 
balance. It’s on average about $900 a 
semester. 

Now, this isn’t meant to be a sob story, 
it’s meant to present a realistic scenario 
where the cost of UL is exorbitant to 
someone you know. We can handily 
get blinded by TOPS aid and forget 
what’s happening, but UL Lafayette is 
continuing to raise its fees. So over this 
past week, I did some research on why 
and how the fees are being raised.

I can tell you, you’re not gonna like it. 
The system works a little like this: Tuition 
stabilizes via TOPS because TOPS is 
meant to cover it so they balance each 
other out. The only real way to raise 
tuition is also via legislation with the 
university itself, so it takes time, energy 
and resources. 

“I pay for everything I do 
here. Every class I take, 
every student event, every 
club, everything. I walk on 
UL Lafayette’s campus and 
my money is somewhere 
sunk into the concrete.”

With that being said, one thing that 
doesn’t take time or energy is raising 
fees. Since there are no hoops to jump 
through, fees are easy to manipulate. 
These include fees for stuff like the 
cheerleading squad or the art museum or 
... anything else that UL wants to do with 
our money. 

I think if I were someone who got 
TOPS and could go to school with 
everything paid for, essentially carefree, 
maybe I’d think differently. I’d say “Sure, 
raise the fees, I love the ART MUSEUM,” 

but I’m not. I pay for everything I do 
here. Every class I take, every student 
event, every club, everything. I walk on 
UL Lafayette’s campus and my money is 
somewhere sunk into the concrete. 

I write for The Vermilion, which is 
also a part of my fees. A fee I can respect, 
given it’s an outlet for information, but 
also I have to look at myself in the mirror 
and think “Is UL legitimately paying me 
from my own money?” And let me tell 
you, it doesn’t make me a happy camper. 

The reason I say these things is 
because the only way it can change is if 
the students say something about it. I 
love this school, it’s given me beautiful 
memories, amazing professors, some 
great staff and a lot of opportunities. 
But not for a second do I put it past this 
university to claw for my money. 

Just last semester I had to buy a book 
straight from the bookstore because 
my professor authored it. Could I do 
anything about it? No, not a damn thing, 
because that’s the compromised position 
I’ve been put in here. After all this, it 
doesn’t mean you have to sink in the 
same boat. 

Ask about your fees, read the 
paperwork, wonder about where 
your money is going. A loan, a grant, 
a scholarship, it’s all your money. 
Whichever way you pose it. 

Let me leave this with an example 
that might help shed some light on the 
situation. You go to buy a car. You have 
all your money saved, you’ve even got 
help from your parents, and you are on 
your way to the used car place now. 

Once you get there, he tells you some 
good news. The car is actually 2,000 
dollars less than you thought it was. You 
had saved about 5,000 and it turns out it’s 
3. Not a bad deal, so he rings you up and 
it’s 5,167 dollars. 

You say “Woah what the hell man?” 
and he says that the car is only 3,000 
dollars, but he took the liberty of adding 
a cold air intake, drag racing tires, 
headlights that flash the superman 
symbol, a horn that sounds like Mr. 
Krabs’ laugh and an exhaust that 
permanently puffs out pink smoke. Nice 
car, but you just wish he hadn’t done it.

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Remember your city in 
the voting booth

Fees rising at UL: What 
are students paying for?

LGBT

Do asexual people belong in the 
LGBT community? Of course.
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How were your first days of 
classes?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Bradley Bouton
BIOLOGY  Freshman

“My first days of classes 
were super informative. I 
learned a lot about how my 
classes were going to be 
and that my professors are 
awesome.”

Claire Savoie
SPEECH PATHOLOGY  Freshman

“They were good.              
I enjoy the professors, 
the environment and 
meeting new people.”

Bethany Sistrunk
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS Sophomore

“I’m ready for syllabus 
week to be over so I can 
learn interesting things 
because I’m bored.”

Victoria Songe
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  Sophomore

“They were interesting.  
I have to walk a lot more 
since my old university.”

McKenna Niland
ACCOUNTING  Sophomore

“It was long and 
challenging but I am 
happy to be back on 
campus.”

Schneider Fils
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  Senior

“I’m excited to learn, 
meet new people 
and move on to 
better pastures after 
graduating.”

AFRICAN-AMERICAN

Live news gorilla gaffe:
covert racist undertones

Elliot Wade
AFRICAN-AMERICAN COLUMNIST

To move through the world as a person 
of color comes not only with obvious 
instances of racism and injustice — you 
see the echoes of a history of othering 
everywhere. Many of these moments 
happen so quickly that it is difficult 
to find the words to react and even 
more trying to maneuver the possible 
consequences of expressing valid anger 
or hurt.  

 It’s easier to deal with instances of 
overt racism: racial slurs, hate speech, 
etc. What is an even more difficult beat 
to overcome are the covert undertones of 
bigotry in microaggressions. 

Coined by Harvard psychiatrist 
Chester Pierce in 1970, microaggressions 
are described as brief and commonplace 
daily verbal, behavioral, or environmental 
indignities, whether intentional or 
unintentional, that communicate hostile, 
derogatory, or negative prejudicial slights 
and insults toward any group, particularly 
culturally marginalized groups. 

 Recently, a viral video of an Oklahoma 
City news segment showed a perfect 
example of what it looks like to be stuck 
between hurt and being forced into 
civility. Jason Hackett, a black man, and 
his white co-host Alex Housden were 
reporting on a gorilla from the Oklahoma 
City zoo. 

Housden for some reason thought it 
would be appropriate to say to Hackett 
that the gorilla “kind of looks like 
you, when you take a picture.” Hackett 
laughed the comment off and did his 
best to deflect it, saying that the gorilla 
“Kind of does actually. Very close to the 
camera.”  

She didn’t call him a racial slur, nor 
did her comment explicitly reference 
race, but her choice of words reflects a 
deep-seated history and ideology. The 
message that comment delivers is that 
of black people look and act subhuman, 
likened to monkeys or apes. Some may 
say that she wasn’t trying to be racist, or 
that she could’ve been referencing how 
close to the camera the animal was, but 
the question becomes this: Would she 

have said the same thing about a white 
co-host? Probably not.  

How did Hackett feel at that moment? 
Did he want to question her, probe 
further, ask her what she meant by that 
exactly? What would’ve happened to his 
reputation and his job if he did? Suddenly 
he would be the aggressor, the irrational 
one, the “scary one.” He could be 
perceived as unprofessional, or difficult 
to work with.

 If this was in a regular office setting, 
would he even feel comfortable 
attempting to address the issue? Probably 
not. Luckily, it spread across the United 
States and was taken as a serious offense. 
Various people on social media expressed 
their outrage, many calling for Housden 
to be fired. 

The next day, the two of them 
appeared on-air together again for 
Housden to apologize. “I’m here this 
morning because I want to apologize 
not only to my coworker Jason but to 
our entire community. I said something 
yesterday that was inconsiderate. It was 
inappropriate and I hurt people. I want 
you to know I understand how much I 
hurt you out there and how much I hurt 
you (Jason). I love you so much . . . and 
I would never do anything on purpose 
to hurt you. I apologize for what I said. I 
know it was wrong, and I am so sorry.” 

Hackett told her that he accepted 
her apology.  He went into detail about 
their personal relationship, saying she 
was one of his best friends, but that “All 
that being said—and Alex will be the 
first to admit this to you, what she said 
yesterday was wrong.” Hackett wanted to 
use the incident as a teachable moment. 
“...That lesson here is that words matter. 
We’re becoming a more diverse country 
and there is no excuse. We have to 
understand the stereotypes, we have to 
understand each other’s backgrounds.” 

This is a beautiful sentiment to have, 
hoping to change bigotry with tolerance 
and love, but incidents like this one 
require more than just peace: it requires 
a change in culture, perception, and for 
moments like these where people are held 
accountable.
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Student Government  
Freshmen Elections 

  
Applications for Four Freshmen Senators seats are now available.  

Applications can be picked up in the Student Union, Room 159 or 
downloaded from our web page at sga.louisiana.edu. 

 
Deadline for submission is September 13th at 12:00 PM. 

 
 

SGA Tips: 
 Any freshman student in good standing with the University can run. 
 Freshman Senators serve as the voice of the Class of 2023 and complete 

a College Project to better the student body. 
 To help with campaigning, four candidates may form a “party” when 

applying to run. 
 Students looking to make a difference and get involved on campus are 

the best suited for SGA! 
 

For any other questions, please contact us by email at 
sga@louisiana.edu or at 337-482-2742 

 

 
 


