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From Monday Aug. 24 to Thursday 
Aug. 27, the Gulf experienced two 
consecutive hurricanes, Marco and Laura. 
Marco’s potential damage subsided as it 
approached land, but Laura’s progressively 
intensified, resulting in paramount 
devastation to southwest Louisiana. 

Hurricane Laura cost Louisiana $20-30 
billion in damages and resulted in 14 to 
16 indirect fatalities. While Laura was 
not the first significantly intense storm, 
a common speculation is if human 
inhabitants are provoking the occurrence. 

According to climate and weather 
specialists, climate change is a direct 
contributor. 

Global warming is caused by the 
emission of CO2  gasses from vehicles, 
the burning of fossil fuels, and 
deforestation creating excess energy, 93% 
of which is absorbed by the ocean. The 
warmer, more energized waters are the 
direct cause of these intense storms such 
as Laura. 

 Brian Schubert, an associate professor 
in geosciences at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, summarizes what 
climate change could entail.

 “(Weather data) such as rainfall, wind, 
and storm surges … you’re elevating all 
the baselines,” Schubert said.

Hurricane Laura had 150 mph 
winds and 18 to 20 foot storm surges, 
where most of the flooding came 
from. Hurricane Rita was considered 
a devastating storm to Louisiana and 
Texas when it made landfall in 2005. 
In comparison to Laura, however, Rita 
presented storm surges of only 15 feet, 
according to Hurricanes: Science and 
Society.

 Nevertheless, clear data on the 
progression of climate change and how 
it has related to storms in the past is not 
always readily available.

 “In terms of recording past storms 
and how they were affected by climate 
change, it is difficult to find records longer 
than 150 years ago,” Timothy Duex, an 
associate professor in geosciences at UL 
Lafayette, said. 

It wasn’t until 1960 when the world’s 
first successful weather satellite was 
created by NASA. So it is difficult to 
determine weather patterns before this 
invention.

The impact humans have had on 
the planet is still considerable. The 
Environmental Protection Agency claims 
sea surface temperatures worldwide 
have increased by an average of 0.13 F 
per decade from 1901 to 2015. If this 
progression continues, the planet will 
continue to produce storms such as 
Hurricane Laura. Future storms have and 
will become more intense, rather than 
more frequent. 

 The biggest contribution students and 
young people can make, according to 
Schubert, is to vote for environmentally 
conscious candidates. He also mentioned 
the following measures the public could 
take. 

“Change out your A/C and put in a 
more energy-efficient one. Another big 
one is driving, especially in Lafayette,” he 
said.

 Transportation is now the largest 
source of carbon emissions in the country.

 The common consensus between 
climate and weather specialists on global 
warming is: it’s complicated. Though 
many scientists acknowledge the routine 
phases the planet undergoes, the alarming 
human interference is undeniable. 

 In the future, hurricanes may not 
increase in frequency. However, because 
of the warming-induced energy within 
our oceans, storms we do see could 
continue to be as intense as Hurricane 
Laura.

Emily Miller
NEWS WRITER

In September, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette nonprofit 
organization Feed.Clothe.Serve. (FCS) 
is having a packing party for homeless 
veterans at St. Joseph’s Diner.

“We will be packing bags with sanitary 
wipes, body wash, water, and easy to eat 
snacks,” said La’Dajah Fontenette, FCS’s 
president.

According to Fontenette, this 
organization was founded in 2016 by 
students at UL Lafayette in order to 
give back to the community, implement 
positive social change and provide aid.

“Our most recent service is collecting 
donations for those affected by Hurricane 
Laura. We want to help as much as we 
can so we collect supply items, clothing, 
and monetary donations to help families 
in need,” Fontenette said in an email.

FCS partnered with the Omega Eta 
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and 
set up donation boxes around campus 
in Baker Hall, Huger Hall, Corona Hall, 
Bonin Hall and Agnes Edwards Hall.

The organization is actively searching 
for new members and accepting 
donations, according to its website. 

The advertised positions on their 
homepage are public relations for the 
campus chapter, membership chair for 
the campus chapter and fundraiser chair 
for the campus chapter. The training 
dates for these positions include Oct. 12, 
15 and 16. However, they are always in 
need of volunteers for the events they 
attend or host.

They can also be found on Twitter (@
ul_fcs), Instagram (@ulfcs) and Facebook 
(@feedclotheserve). Here, one can find a 
GoFundMe with a goal of $1,000.

“I am the president of Feed Clothe 
Serve,” Fontenette said in an email. “My 
role as president is to create, develop 
and implement strategic plans for the 
organization in a cost-effective and 
efficient manner.

“A group of UL students were inspired 
to change their community. They were 
tired of seeing others who need help and 
people who were not willing to take that 
step. At first the organization aimed to 
help the homeless however now it helps 
the entire community.” 

FCS partnered up with Giving Love, 
Acceptance, Safety and Support (GLASS) 
on June 13 to pass out sandwiches to 
the homeless, in which they were able 
to make 42 sandwich bags. FCS has also 
partnered with the Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity as well as GLASS for their 
donations to those affected but Hurricane 
Laura.

When FCS was first founded, “the 
organization aimed to help the homeless 
however now it helps the entire 
community,” Fontenette said in an email.

In May, the Black Faculty Staff 
Association of UL Lafayette awarded 
FCS with the 2020 Outstanding Service/
Volunteer Program Award.

“Our vision is to inspire the world 
to always lend a hand to those in need. 
Through care bags, supply drives and 
our many give back events we are trying 
to lens a hand to anyone in need,” 
Fontenette said in an email.
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There have been a total of 84 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 among 
students and faculty at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, and six new cases 
since Sunday, Aug. 16.

56 students and 28 faculty members 
have tested positive for COVID-19 
at UL Lafayette since March 16, as 
of Sunday, Sept. 6, according to the 
university’s COVID-19 dashboard. 46 
students are in quarantine, as of Tuesday 
at 4:12 p.m., according to Senior 
Communications Representative Eric 
Maron. 

Six of the quarantined students live on 
campus, while the remaining 40 live off 
campus. 

As of Monday, Sept. 7 at 5 p.m., 
Maron said he was unable to provide 
an update on how many more or less 
students and faculty members were in 
quarantine.

On Wednesday Sept. 2, UL Lafayette 
published a COVID-19 Dashboard 
that will keep track of COVID-19 
cases at the university. The dashboard 
will be updated every day, apart from 
weekends, by 5 p.m., according to a 
statement released by the university.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

Graphic by Cole Broussard 

COVID-19 UPDATE: Two 
additional cases last week

University nonprofit to help 
victims of Hurricane Laura

Photo via Feed.Clothe.Serve.

Members of Feed.Clothe.Serve. congregating in the Student Union.

How climate 
change is
influencing
hurricanes
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
is no longer offering the flex meal option 
to its students, as of the 2020 and 2021 
academic year.

The flex meals used to be an option 
included with most of the university’s 
meal plans that gave students four special 
swipes a week at several on-campus food 
locations including Lagniappe Cafe in the 
Student Union.

The university’s website in 2019 said 
the swipes were worth an entree, a side 
item and a beverage, according to the 
Wayback Machine.

Naomi Trahan, a senior at UL 
Lafayette, said she liked using the flex 
meals more than eating in the Cypress 
Lake Dining Hall.

“I think (taking the flex meals away) 
wasn’t the smartest decision, especially 
in light of everything going on right now 
with people not really wanting to go to 
the caf with so many people,” Trahan 
said. “I think flex meals would be a better 
choice because people can just go and 
get it instead of, you know, having to be 
around too many people.”

Mary Beth Kojis, the food and 
beverage contract manager at UL 
Lafayette, declined to respond to five 
phone calls inquiring on the subject.

University removes flex 
meals from meal plans

SGA holds first digital meeting of 
semester, talks freshmen elections
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Due to COVID-19, the Student 
Government Association (SGA), at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette has 
started holding their meetings via Zoom, 
starting Monday, Aug. 31.

SGA President Hailey Boutte is 
working with the assistant director 
of union facilities to get more paper 
towels and disinfectant in the Student 
Union. She is also working with other 
organizations at UL Lafayette to help 
McNeese State University recover after 
Hurricane Laura.

Later, SGA discussed how and when 
they would hold elections for new 
members. 

Both who would be appointed to the 
Elections Commission and the dates 
for the upcoming election for new SGA 
members were both passed by consensus 
at the meeting, the agenda for the 
meeting read. 

SGA Vice President Bethany Sistrunk 
said SGA members should try to 
volunteer for Get on Board Day. She also 
said they should stay seated and with 
their cameras on for meetings. 

According to Chief Justice Shelby Saak, 
the by-laws have now been updated and 
reworded. 

Students should vote online through 
OrgSync. After they have logged in, they 
should click “My Memberships” and 
Select “SGA Elections”. Find the “Forms” 
tab, and select the SGA Freshmen 
Elections–Fall 20202 form. Students can 
vote for up to four candidates, reads the 
SGA website. 

The Campus Affairs and Sustainability 
Committee reported that there is an 
attempt to have reusable take-out 
containers for some campus dining 
locations, along with having donation 
boxes sent to the dorms. 

The Student Life and Diversity 
Committee reported that they are 
attempting to maintain an atmosphere of  
 
 

community on campus by working with 
the Office of Student Engagement and 
Leadership and other organizations and 
offices. 

The College of Liberal Arts is working 
on getting more speakers and allotting 
technology to those who need it. The 
College of Nursing is redoing its mentor 
program and adding more members. 

Dean of Students Margarita Perez 
encouraged members to help Lake 
Charles and reminded them of the Watch 
Your Step, a “privilege walk” put on by 
UPC, which, according to the website 
, is a walk that represents how much 
privilege a person has, happening on 
Thursday.

“Watch Your Step is a privilege walk 
that invites participants to consider some  
 
 

of the possible advantages they may 
benefit from, as well as how the lack of 
fair and equal access can impact,” reads 
the website.

The document also listed condolences 
for faculty members who have passed 
away recently. The condolences listed 
are for Assistant Dean of Liberal Arts 
Carolyn Dural and Coach D.J. Looney. 

Multiple people were absent from the 
meeting including Treasurer Garrett 
Johnson, College of the Arts President 
Jay Tetnowski, Graduate School Senator 
Dalton Mitchell and College of Liberal 
Arts Senator, according to SGA’s official 
minutes for the meeting.

Police Reports
Compiled by David Reed

Sept. 5
l  An officer went to the Hilliard Art Museum in response to suspicious behavior 
at the fountain at 11:36 a.m.

Sept. 4
l  A student spoke with an officer about her ex-boyfriend harassing her at 3:27 
p.m.

Sept. 3
l  Officers went to Corona Hall in reference to an injured student at 9:10 p.m. The 
student was taken to Lafayette General.

Sept. 2
l  An officer was sent to Legacy Park Apartments in response to a car crash in 
the parking lot at 2:20 p.m.

Sept. 1
l  At 11:23 p.m., a student reported a possible stalking incident, which the 
student said took place on Aug. 21.

Aug. 31
l  An officer responded to the main office at the ULPD in reference to a damaged 
door lock at 1:17 p.m.
l  An officer spoke with a student who reported another student, who was 
behaving suspiciously at 5:03 p.m.

Photos by David Reed / The Vermilion

A closed Langiappe Cafe on Monday, Sept. 7 at 4 p.m. 

Photo by David Reed / The Vermilion 

An empty SGA office on Monday, Sept. 7 at 3 p.m.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates
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Senior Levi Lewis is the sole 
Louisiana player named to the Manning 
Award Preseason Watch List last week, 
the third preseason watch list to which 
the Louisiana Lafayette quarterback has 
been named to.

Lewis has also been listed on the 
Davey O’Brien Award Preseason Watch 
List and the Maxwell Award Preseason 
Watch List, making him one of 21 
quarterbacks to be named to all three.

The Baton Rouge native, who started 
in all 14 games for the Cajuns last 
season, threw for 3,050 yards and 26 
touchdowns, both of which were single-
season school records.

In last year’s season, Levi completed 
268 of his 413 passes for a single-
season record for highest completion 
percentage with the Ragin’ Cajuns. His 
consistency is what sets him apart from 
his competition day in and day out as he 
only threw for four interceptions as well 
— the least amount of interceptions for 
any Sun Belt quarterback.

Levi also has the ability to escape 
the pocket using his mobility to his 
advantage, as he rushed for almost 200 
yards and three touchdowns last season 

as well. The work that Lewis has put in 
throwing the football has become very 
evident as his accuracy is becoming 
more distinct.

As Lewis enters his final season of 
eligibility, he ranks ninth all-time in 
passing yards with 4,012 and fourth in 
total passing touchdowns with 35.

With Lewis, the Cajuns know 
that they have a true leader at the 
quarterback position and someone they 
can count on consistently.

The Manning Award was created by 
the Allstate Sugar Bowl in honor of the 
college football accomplishments of 
Archie, Peyton and Eli Manning. It is 
the only quarterback award that also 
takes into account the candidates’ bowl 
performances in selecting its winner.

30 quarterbacks are selected to this 
preseason award and it’s one of the most 
coveted awards any signal-caller can 
earn.

Lewis is a name many college football 
fans better get used to hearing as last 
season was just a wakeup call. Now in 
his final season of eligibility, Levi is set 
to put on a performance game in and 
game out for the Cajuns and lead them 
to victory. The Ragin’ Cajuns are set to 
kick off Saturday, September 12 against 
the Iowa State Cyclones in Ames, Iowa.

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

After being closed for some time, 
Bourgeois Hall has reopened with 
various protocols due to COVID-19. 

Assistant Director of Intramural and 
Club Sports for Bourgeois Hall David 
Jamie spoke on what those protocols 
look like. 

For starters, the recreational center 
closed down certain areas of the facility 
such as the basketball and racquetball 
courts. 

“We’ve left open the facilities which 
we can ensure social distancing and the 
proper use of all personal protective 
equipment,” said Jamie. 

For the facilities that are still open 
such as the fitness center,  the university 
has added sanitation stations. Visitors 
at the recreation center are encouraged 
to clean their workout areas before and 
after use. Jamie described what steps the 
staff has been taking to keep areas clean. 

“Each day from 1 to 2 p.m., we shut 
down the entire facility so that our staff 

can perform a deep clean of the fitness 
center, aquatic center and any other area 
we have open for university use,” Jamie 
said. “We also perform that exact same 
deep clean from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. every 
night as well.”   

The aquatic center has been 
transformed to an extent. 

“We have socially distanced every 
single chair, updated our locker rooms 
again to contain sanitation stations and 
only allow the reservation of lockers that 
we can enforce the social distancing,” 
said Jamie. Community showers have 
also been closed. 

Making these changes is one thing, but 
enforcing them is another. Thankfully, 
the staff is prepared, according to Jamie. 

“We completely revamped our staffing 
expectations and procedures. We 
developed a new training to make sure 
that all of our student employees are 
aware of these modifications and capable 
of enforcing these changes,” Jamie said. 

According to Jamie, the hardest part 
about making these changes has been 
getting the whole staff on the same page 

and making sure the student employees 
stay more vigilant with these new 
protocols. 

For students still hesitant about 
coming to Bourgeois, Jamie had several 
suggestions. 

“We’re never going to suggest that you 
come here during popular hours when a 
lot of students are going to be here. Feel 
free to call us and ask us when might be 
a better time to utilize our services and 
facilities here,” Jamie said. 

The peak hours are in the afternoon 
and early evening times. 

“We’ve been doing some data tracking 
of our peak usage times, so we have a 
fairly good idea of when a great time 
frame is to join us,” he said. 

Last semester, when COVID-19 first 
became an issue, Bourgeois offered 
esports. 

“It wasn’t as big of a success as we 
would have liked, but that also goes with  
what was happening at that time,” Jamie 
said. 

In the coming weeks, they will add 
new esport options. 

“We encourage students that 
participated last time, that are looking to 
get involved this time to check out those 
offerings through our IMLeagues page.” 
Some of those offerings include Call of 
Duty, Fifa and NBA 2K. 

With all these changes, thankfully 
some intramural and club sports are 
available. 

“Nearly all of our club sports are still 
operating this semester, but none of 
them will be competing in any seasons 
or organizations this fall semester as 
those associations have either canceled 
or postponed all fall competitions, but 
they are still getting together as groups,” 
he said. 

Any club sports wanting to use 
Bourgeois facilities must complete 
a return to campus worksheet. “For 
intramural sports, we have our schedule 
published already.” Softball, beach 
volleyball and dodgeball are some 
offerings.

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Levi Lewis among players appearing 
on Manning preseason watchlist

Bourgeois Hall up and running 
again with strict COVID-19 protocols

Sports

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more updates

Photo by David Reed / The Vermilion

The entrance to Bourgeois Hall on Monday, Sept. 7 at 2:45 p.m. 



4   SEPTEMBER 9, 2020   |   THE VERMILION

Madelyn Myer
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The Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team 
demolished Houston Baptist 3-0 and 
again 3-1 in their season openers over 
the weekend. This season, the team has 
five phenomenal seniors leading the 
charge toward a killer season.

Julia Angelo played both outside 
hitter and defensive specialist 
throughout her career. She always set 
new personal bests whether it came to 
digs or kills. Angelo also made the Sun 
Belt Conference Commissioner’s List 
two years in a row. 

She said, “My time at Louisiana has 
been filled with incredible memories 
and friendships that will last a lifetime. 
I will forever be grateful for this 
opportunity I’ve had to be a part of this 
team.” 

Avery Breaux was Louisiana’s go-to 
setter since her freshman season. Now 
as a senior, she is just as consistent. She 
led the team in double-doubles and set a 
career-high of assists last season. Breaux 
also made All-Sun Belt Second Team 
and Gators Invitational All-Tournament 
Team in the 2019 season.  

“I am extremely grateful for the time 
I’ve had here at Louisiana,” Breaux 
said. “Being a local kid, representing 
this university has meant so much to 
me. The memories and friendships I’ve 
made along the way will last a lifetime. I 
will forever cherish my time here at UL.” 

Milayne Danna started off playing 
both setter and defensive specialist until 
officially becoming defensive specialist 
last season. In this position, she thrived 
and set several new records for digs. 

Danna not only contributed to digs 
consistently, but also assists and aces. 

In a quote for the athletic department, 
Danna spoke, “During my time at 
Louisiana, I have grown so much as 
an individual and have made amazing 
friendships along the way. I’m grateful 
for the experiences that I have been 
able to have during my college career 
because of the university.”

Hannah Ramirez is a transfer 
student from Panola College. Since 
being with Louisiana, she has brought 
strong defensive play as the libero. Her 
efforts as the backbone of Louisiana’s 

defense did not go unnoticed. Ramirez 
received several accolades, including 
All-Tournament Team at several 
tournaments and Sun Belt Conference 
Newcomer of the Year. 

“What a great journey these past 
two years at Louisiana has been. I 
am extremely blessed to have crossed 
paths with such amazing coaches, staff, 
teammates and friends. This team and 
this culture will forever be in my heart,” 
Ramirez said for her senior spotlight.  

Perhaps the most decorated senior of 
the season is Hali Wisnoskie. Since her 
debut with Louisiana in 2017, she has 

been a force to be reckoned with. In her 
freshman season, she was named Sun 
Belt Conference Freshman of the Year. 
She also received multiple honorees to 
the All-Sun Belt First Team and All-
Louisiana First team. Wisnoskie never 
failed to score over 300 kills since her 
start. 

Wisnoskie added her senior 
statement, “Having the opportunity to 
play for the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette is something I am extremely 
grateful for. I will cherish the memories 
and friendships I have made forever.”

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns soccer 
team had their first game of the 2020 
season on Wednesday, Sept. 2. Louisiana 
won their opener 2-0 against Abilene 
Christian. 

This win was the team’s first opening 
season win in six years. 

Fans were able to attend the match, 
but with strict rules. Masks were 
required, certain seats were marked off 
and tailgating, along with field access, 
was prohibited. 

Several shots were taken in the 
game, but Julianne DeBlieux and Lizzie 
Mayfield were the two players to put 
Louisiana on the scoreboard. In the 
first half, Mayfield, a transfer from West 

Virginia, earned a point for Louisiana 
off of an upper right-hand corner shot. 
She then assisted DeBlieux, Louisiana’s 
team captain, with an upper left corner 
shot in the second half. 

Prior to the season, DeBlieux 
expressed how ready she was for it to 
start. 

“Every day has been like, well this 
could potentially be my last day so make 
the best of it,” DeBlieux said. 

She definitely kept that mindset with 
her goal in the season opener. 

On the defensive end, Jordan Higgins, 
a transfer from Sierra College, did a 
phenomenal job in the goalkeeper 
position. She stopped four shots in total. 

The game opener was a very much 
upper-classmen-dominated effort, as 
Mayfield and Higgins are both juniors 
and DeBlieux is a senior. 

Prior to this game opener, junior 
defender Gwen Mummert was named 
on the Preseason All-Sun Belt team. 
Louisiana was also tied for the fifth 
position in their conference ranking. 

Compared to last season, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns are already off to a better start. 
Louisiana started off the season last year 
with a 0-3 loss against UTSA, followed 
by another loss and a tie before gaining 
their footing. In their first victory of the 
2019 season, the team defeated Chicago 
State 2-0, though the goals scored 
during that game were by Karleen Bedre 
and Skyla Sykes. 

Sykes stated how ready she is for the 
2020 season, and if her gameplay from 
the 2019 season is any indication, she 
will deliver. 

“I’m most looking forward to every 
game, I mean it’s my last season and 

probably the last time I’ll be able to play 
on a team,” Sykes said. 

In 2019 Mackenzie Lee was the 
goalkeeper that spearheaded the 
Louisiana defensive. Head Coach Lance 
Key was a strong believer in her. 

“I think on the defensive side of 
things, we’re going to have to rely 
heavily on the leadership of our 
goalkeeper Mackenzie Lee, who’s a 
senior,” Key said in an interview from 
last season. Higgins has big shoes to fill, 
but so far she’s doing well.

Leadership from upperclassmen will 
be a big indication as to how the team 
will progress. Let’s see how the Ragin’ 
Cajuns keep up the momentum this 
season. The modified season is set to 
run until Oct. 25 and only has five away 
games before conference play starts in 
November. 

Photo via RaginCajuns.com

Ragin’ Cajuns soccer team already 
off to a better start than last season

Five strong Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball 
seniors poised to spike 2020 season

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

The Ragin’ Cajuns celebrate after scoring against the UTEP Miners on Friday, Aug. 30, 2019.
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Following Mayor-President Josh 
Guillory’s executive order limiting public 
congregation and loitering, I felt hesitant 
to attend the Tuesday, Sept. 1 protest at 
City Hall against the recent displays of 
racial injustice in Lafayette. 

The protest was coming off the heels of 
a night confrontation between protestors 
blocking roadways and a militarized riot 
squad of the Lafayette Police Department. 
At whichever authority figure’s whim, I 
sensed that this peaceful protest could 
end as a violent one.

It ended up being a peaceful and 
inspiring moment of solidarity in the 
community, and more so, it was a safe 
and well-protected protest.

The latter half of that description is 
what the Acadiana Advocate chose to 
emphasize in their reporting, citing 
an armed group of men describing 

themselves as the “Louisiana Cajun 
Militia” wishing to “make sure protesters 
are protected and allowed to exercise 
their right to protest peacefully.”

In reality, the protest was subject to 
the blatant intimidation of this men’s 
gun club as well as the overwhelming 
presence of the Lafayette Police 
Department. It was peaceful despite it.

Occupying a small patch of grass on 
the corner of St. Landry and University, 
protesters organized by the Young 
Democratic Socialists of America 
(YDSA) of Acadiana gathered to share a 
barbecue, rally support for the Pellerin 
family and condemn the recent actions of 
the Mayor-President.

For the first 45 minutes, it was a 
surprisingly relaxed environment. A 
person parked in the adjacent parking 
lot was playing music, volunteers were 
serving hamburgers, hot dogs and 
bottled waters to anyone that wanted one, 
including the Louisiana Cajun Militia. 
But their abrupt presence was clearly a 

disturbance. The crowd of protesters grew 
exceptionally quiet as a confident man 
toting an assault rifle introduced himself 
and stated the militia’s purpose of being 
there: to protect us.

With recent talks of “outside agitators” 
and satirical Antifa gatherings generating 
a disproportionate amount of attention 
with the community’s imagination and 
action from the police, their pretense of 
protection was almost comical. Aren’t the 
police “protecting us” from those same 
forces?

The facade here is obvious and the 
discourse should be led to a point 
where we’re combatting these narratives 
viciously. Right-wing militias and the 
Lafayette Police Department have a 
strongly overlapping ideology. Both of 
them were there to keep protestors in 
check, and in doing so displayed the 
amount of power stacked up against this 
current movement.

The militia receded into the shade 
about 100 yards away, but they stood 

talking and waiting, looming over the 
event.  In addition, dozens of officers 
donning bulletproof vests and black 
fingerless gloves waited in their running 
vehicles or stood looking on at the 
protest. There was a police officer in 
every direction.

But the protest was laser-focused on 
building energy and awareness of the 
movement. It was a genuine expression 
of anger, resilience, solidarity and resolve. 
Organizers made demands and the crowd 
rallied around the words of a handful of 
speakers.

It’s affirming to know that the status 
quo is overreacting this drastically at the 
thought of social change. If the powers 
that be are willing to put this much 
manpower towards an almost nonexistent 
threat, then it’s a sign that the protests 
against the Lafayette government’s 
handling of race relations are just.

Evan Hale
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There are three floors in the library; 
the first and third floors are too chaotic 
or too creepy respectively. The first floor, 
or as I call it, “the zoo,” has no noise 
limit. You can be as loud as you want. 
If you and a friend each want to bring a 
megaphone and talk to each other from 
opposite ends of the first floor you have 
all the freedom to do so. However, if you 
are trying to cram for a final and someone 
decides to do that, you won’t get much 
studying done. I have personally tried to 
study on the first floor of the library and 
I could not even hear myself think. It was 
almost as if students had their backpacks, 
notebooks and pens hooked up to an 
ASMR microphone because everything 
was loud. It was the first time in my life 
I felt assaulted by noise. I am sure some 
students can study on the first floor of the 
library. I just do not think it is the best, 
but it definitely is not the worst.

The third floor is most likely the worst 
place to study not only in the library but 
the entirety of the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s campus. This floor is strictly 
silent — no noise at all. If you breathe too 
loud, or God forbid you sneeze, you get 
nasty looks. Not only that, but it isn’t very 
well lit on that floor, so it makes it ungodly 
creepy. Also, the books and bookshelves 
look like they were used as props in a 
horror film about a haunted library. Again 
from personal experience, I have tried to 
study on this floor. I felt like every time I 
turned a corner Jigsaw from the “SAW” 
movies would be sitting there with his 
little tricycle asking me if I wanted to play  
 

a game. If you can study on the third floor 
you deserve a 4.0 GPA strictly for bravery.

The second floor of the library is for 
small groups or individual studying as 
well as minimum noise. Students go to 
the second floor and find a nice little 
area to do their studying and leave and 
no one bothers them. Except for their 
friends or someone in their class so there 
are minimal distractions when studying 
for whatever class. Now I get that if a 
friend comes along there’s going to be 

some antics going on, but any good friend 
would make sure you know your material.

The second floor is not only volume-
controlled, but it has tools to help 
students study, and also 9/10 times, it has 
little to no students on it. Which as an 
introvert panders directly to me. There are 
whiteboards and a little computer lab right 
when you get off the elevator. Yes, I know 
the first floor also has these amenities but 
again it is a zoo down there so it is first 
come first serve and you have to talk over 

the noise and have someone sitting near 
or around you on the first floor.

The second and third-floors don’t have a 
lot of people on them so it is perfect if you 
want to get away and do your own thing 
while studying. However in my opinion I 
am too paranoid and creeped out by the 
third floor to get quality studying done. 
I am much more comfortable watching 
“Crash Course” or looking at my Quizlet 
in peace on the second floor. 

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Students studying on the second floor of the Edith Garland Dupré Library on April 29, 2020.
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Christian Janes
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

How does a democracy function? It 
functions through citizens voting on their 
elected officials, or legislative ballots, 
or referenda or propositions. Yet, to do 
that accurately and in their best interest, 
citizens need to be informed about what 
it is they are voting on so they can make 
the best choice. That is the role of news, 
to serve as an intermediary between the 
people and the elected officials who work 
on their behalf. 

Because the media is run as a business, 
there are foretold consequences that come 
with that, viz. cutting cost to maximize 
profit. This cutting does not come from 
the executive or board of directors, rather, 
it is made on the ground personnel, the 
resources they use and especially their 
paychecks. The effect of this is a decline 
in the quality of news, since what is 
considered news is not necessarily what 
people need to know and journalists 
do not have the resources to do good 
in-depth storytelling. Media, therefore, 
relies more heavily on graphics to convey 
information, shorter stories to catch 
and quickly hold readers’ attention and 
a larger emphasis on things that do not 
really matter to the running of the country 
(travel, entertainment, weather stories). 
In the same vein, media will also cater to 
and court advertisers so as to ensure the 
money continues to flow. Negative stories 
that make the viewer feel bad right before 
an ad comes on make the viewer less 
interested in getting that product, whereas 
a happy story might put them in the right 
mind frame to make the purchase. Media, 
then, has a vested interest in making sure 
the news makes their viewers happy. And 
if that means not reporting on the real 
issues, then so be it.

The emergence of 24-hour news 
channels and social media has no doubt 
twisted our perceptions of what news 
is and how to process it. Fox and CNN, 
coupled with Facebook and Twitter, are 
prime examples of the poison some media 
has been to our political institutions. 
Social media platforms and media outlets 
alike are driven not by a desire for people 
to be informed, but to turn their viewers 
into consumers for ads. It has been terrible 
for our democracy and is, I would say, the 
single biggest reason we are so polarized 
today.

This is not to say Fox and CNN have 
completely eschewed their journalistic 
responsibilities, but what is true is that 
they have propped up opinion shows 
masquerading as news as the main act. 
Ted Koppel, while reporting for CBS 
Sunday Morning news, attempted to 
understand some of what I am saying 
here now. In that program, he did 
an interview with Sean Hannity, the 
bombastic character who hosts the purely 
opinion-based show “Hannity” on Fox. 
Hannity described what he does in terms 
of needing to “defeat” liberalism and 
socialism. He is driven by a desire not 
to work out the differences between his 
views and another, but hatred of others’ 
views, which must be destroyed in order 
for his views to win. 

Hannity claims that his viewers will 
know the difference between an opinion 
show and a news show. It may very well 
be that folks understand the difference at 

a conscious level, but that does not mean 
they will process the information they are 
receiving as strictly opinion versus news. 
That internal confusion is compounded by 
the fact that Hannity presents himself as 
if he were presenting the nightly news. He 
purports to bring up “basic facts” that the 
“other side” does not believe or ignores, 
he brings in other commentators to help 
clarify and expound upon his view (often 
not an expert, just another ideologue 
cut from the same cloth) and he often 
challenges others to on air debates under 
some guise of good political commentary. 
In reality, Hannity will use logical fallacies 
in an attempt to make his guest look 
stupid and illogical, thereby allowing him 
to look smart and correct. 

In the interview, as Hannity explained 
his reasoning for his opinion show, 
Koppel was cynical that Hannity’s 
viewers would strictly know they were 
viewing an opinion. Hannity even asked 
Koppel if he thought his show was bad 
for America, to which Koppel said yes. 
His reasoning being, “In the long haul, I 
think you and all these opinion shows [are 
bad], because you are very good at what 
you do and because you have attracted 
people who are determined that ideology 
is more important than facts.” Talking 
heads like Sean Hannity, Rush Limbaugh, 
Rachel Maddow and Chris Hayes exist 
for their respective news networks as if 
the editorial pages of the paper were the 
front-page story. They each attract more 
attention to their show than the news 
that precedes them, they give opinion on 
events and people not hardline facts with 
consequences and nuance and they attract 
an audience hungry to see the other side 
destroyed.

The internet is no escape either and 
actually may be worse in these regards. 
The rise of the internet has led to the most 
person-to-person connectivity humans 
have ever seen. A single post can be seen 
by thousands of people across the globe 
practically instantaneously. Perspectives 
around the world can be viewed, 
evaluated and considered by anyone with 
access to the Internet. While this can be 
considered a great accomplishment of 
human development, it can also be one 
of the most detrimental innovations to 
information transfer yet seen. 

The internet, and social media in 
particular, allows information to be spread 
without regard for its authenticity or 
original creator causing the dissemination 
of false or biased information and 
leading to politically divided peoples 
and polarized political systems. A clear 
example of this was the circulation of 
fake news on Facebook during the 2016 
election. These stories garnered more 
views and engagement than mainstream 
media sources such as Fox, MSNBC, and 
CNN with the fake news stories tending 
to favor Donald Trump — something we 
now know to be due to Russian trolling 
— than Hillary Clinton. Whether or not 
these stories influenced or swayed the 
election is an ongoing debate, but it is 
within the bounds of reason to suggest 
an undecided voter may lean pro Trump 
due to their exposure of the larger amount 
of anti-Clinton headlines (the top five 
fake news stories three months before the 
election had anti-Clinton headlines, while 
the top five mainstream news stories had 
anti-Trump headlines).

Political discussion via the internet 
is a widely used method to engage in 
debate over one’s ideas. The appeal of the 
internet as a deliberation space is due in 
part to its anonymity. This lack of personal 
identification makes it easy for some to 
talk about their beliefs without having 
to offend or confront opposers upfront, 
boosting debate. For this reason, the 
internet is often mentioned as a positive 
for social media and politics. However, 
a consequence of coupling increased 
social media usage with the ease to avoid 
opinions by filtering out one’s feed to 
only produce information already agreed 
with is that it leads to the creation of 
echo chambers, thus, ironically, a lack 
of political debate and a reinforcement 
of ideas already believed. In sum, those 
who receive their news from social media 
tend to naturally separate themselves into 
groups based on ideology, and that within 
these groups, the news received is more 
likely to be believed or accepted as true if 
it confirms beliefs already held by those 
receiving it. As a consequence of this 
segregation into partisan political groups, 
individuals are less likely to hear views 
different than their own on the same 
subject and views that would counter an 
ideologically aligned but false story.

Many still support political discussion 
via the internet, because of their lack of 
confidence in media companies to do 
their linkage function jobs. Donald Trump 
himself is a major supporter of Twitter-
dictated policy, because, in the words of 
Sean Spicer, Trump’s first White House 
Press Secretary, “[Trump] understands 
that he has a direct voice to the American 
people. He’s got over 100 million plus 
people that follow him on different 
social media channels.”  The president is 
able to circumvent traditional media to 
communicate directly with the people.

But the issue when the president 
side-steps the media (whose job it is to 
inform the public, even if they do so 
poorly due to their profit motivations) 
is they cannot act in their role as  
gatekeepers — fact-checking and agenda-
setting what the president says and 
does to add background, context and 
implications he otherwise would not 
say or want the people to know. And 
oftentimes, perhaps that is the goal of 
the president. His reliance on Twitter 
(with its 240-character limit, upped from 
140 at the start of Trump’s presidency) 
is that he can almost never (at least with 

any nuance) create and guide public 
policy in a clear and informed manner. 
Sean Spicer even recognizes this. In an 
interview with Koppel, Koppel asked if 
we are at a point where we are to take the 
president seriously in what he says, but 
not literally. To which Spicer responded, 
“No, I think you should take him literally. 
The president … wants to be taken 
literally. You know, and also, you have to 
understand when you have 140 characters 
that somebody trying to look at that and 
say, ‘this means the following!’ is a little bit 
too much.” After Koppel pointed out that 
that ambiguity and subjectivity is a good 
reason not to use Twitter as a means of 
making policy, Spicer stated, “I feel a lot 
of times folks in the media feel threatened 
by the fact that he has a direct pipeline to 
the American people,” which is in no form 
a response to why the president should 
continue to use twitter.

The combined danger of opinionated 
24-hour news channels and unmoderated, 
echo-chamber inducing social media 
platforms has led to the hatred each 
political ideology feels for the other. The 
only ways I could conceive of fixing the 
situation we are in is to require news sites 
to present more than one side of an issue, 
so viewers are not entrenched in only 
one view point and to perhaps limit who 
can be classified as “news.” News outlets, 
websites and social media pages alike 
would have to meet certain requirements 
in order to be classified as informative 
programming. Realistically, however 
instead of trying to alleviate the problem 
by slowing down the spread of fake news, 
it would be more effective to have the 
public engage in critical thinking to check 
whether the news they read has bias or 
is even true. The problems of fake news 
started because the general population 
did not do their own research into stories’ 
claims allowing the problem to run 
rampant, but with the recent discussion 
about fake news online, particularly 
during the 2016 U.S. presidential election, 
more attention is being dedicated to what 
is being put online. I think we are in a 
period of awakening to the sad situation 
our information resources are in. And 
though I think we are waking up, I do not 
think it is getting better. We need to be 
collectively cognizant of what we read and 
watch and listen to. It is the only way our 
democracy will work. Really, it is the only 
way it will survive.

Optatestibus, sum harum sum reptiae

Brett Smith
POLITICAL COLUMNIST

The porch at my house isn’t a large one, 
but the ideas spoken there are. After a few 
conversations with friends and visitors 
on that porch, I started to notice some 
common themes come up. Normally, I’d 
chalk them up to conspiracy theories and 
be done with it, but the sheer number of 
people who bring it up causes me to do a 
double-take. So, instead of wasting your 
time, I decided I would do all the deep 

diving and come back with some real 
answers. This is Conspiracy Theory 101.

What defines a conspiracy theory? We 
all know the operating definition, but just 
to be clear on its actual one, it means a 
belief that some influential government 
organization is covertly behind an event. 
Easy enough, though we should add 
that they’re usually heinous events. 9/11, 
JFK’s assassination, pizza places that sell 
children; they’ve all gotten some love from 
conspiracy theorists the country over. The 
difference between the conspiracy theories 

in the past and the one’s today is the fact 
that a lot more people, especially young 
people, believe them. A recent study 
found that one in eight people under 30 
believe Bill Gates is using the coronavirus 
to establish a new world order, while only 
one in 25 that are older than 60 believe it. 

This is still a staggering amount of 
people, coming out to somewhere near 7% 
of people in America on average. How is 
this all spreading though? And where do 
lizard people and energy vampires come 
in? 

Well, that’s where things get interesting. 
The driving force behind the newest 
conspiracy theories detailing the New 
World Order and energy vampires is a 
result of a twitter subreddit known as 
Qanon. Developing a reputation as people 
who just want to spread information, 
Qanon has successfully induced 
hysteria in some people, while just 
uncomfortability in others. 

These subreddit lurkers are, on average, 
white, conservative men who believe that 
politically correct speech is weakening the 
core of the country, and paving the path 
for the democratic socialist New World 
Order. Another key component is that 
celebrities use children to stay young by 
kidnapping babies and causing them pain 

to increase their fear levels. They then 
drain them of Adrenochrome and put it 
into themselves to stay young. Yes, I know. 
I told you I would tell you about energy 
vampires. 

The craziest thing to me is not only that 
people believe this stuff, but that they’re 
willing to sacrifice relationships holding 
onto it. I explained to an acquaintance 
of mine that I wasn’t interested in the 
theories and he told me Jesus was also an 
energy vampire and that he wanted him to 
explain it all to me. And if he wanted him 
to do something, he was going to do it.

Yes, that’s what it’s come to. We’ve 
become so bored from Coronavirus that 
the stir-crazy has just turned crazy.  After 
giving it some real thought, I wanted 
to find out why they attach themselves 
to these ideologies so much, so I went 
back to the acquaintance again and 
asked why all the hard work to learn 
about something like this. And he said, 
“Because knowledge is power, and I’m 
the most powerful person on the planet. 
I understand we’re in the Matrix, I know 
we’re in it.” 

So then I say “Well, have you ever been 
out of it? The matrix, I mean.” 

The conversation ended quickly.
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