
Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

There were six new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette during 
the week of Oct. 23, according to the UL 
Lafayette COVID-19 dashboard on Oct. 

25.
According to the dashboard as of 

Monday at 5:30 p.m., the university 
reported that 243 students and 257 faculty 
and staff members contracted the virus, 
and 773 students have told the university 
they’ve tested positive. This means there 
have been a total of 1,273 cases among 

students, faculty and staff at UL Lafayette.
Confirmed positive tests include tests 

taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff and 
student workers. Self-reported tests were 
taken by off-campus health care providers. 

Students in this category sent their results 
to the dean of students themselves, 
according to the dashboard.

As of Monday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

Lena Foster
NEWS EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
requires students to take one of the three 
COVID-19 vaccines to register for Winter 
Intersession 2021 and Spring 2022. With 
the end of the semester approaching, 
student and faculty vaccination rates have 
greatly increased.

After the FDA granted full approval to 
the Pfizer vaccine in August, the university 
released a mandate requiring students 
to submit a form of documentation to 
prove they are vaccinated or exempt from 
the vaccine due to medical or personal 
reasons. 

According to a report sent from Eric 
Maron, the senior communications 
representative at UL Lafayette, over 70% 
of the students are either vaccinated or 
partially vaccinated, while over 15% 
of students have provided exemption 
documentation. Approximately 80% of 
faculty and staff are either fully or partially 
vaccinated. 

The university has also taken incentive 
efforts to motivate students to get 
vaccinated. 

Deja Johnson, a senior majoring in 

psychology pre-med, received $100 from 
the university for taking the vaccine. 

According to Johnson, she understands 
why some people would be upset about 
taking the shot because it’s their body and 
their choice; however, she shared how if 
a student wants to keep going to school 
here, then they need to take the vaccine. 

“The way I see it is that we’ve been 
taking required vaccines for school our 

whole life, this is just a more recent one to 
limit people catching COVID,” Johnson 
said. 

Advising has started for students, 
therefore, the time to get vaccinated or 
exempt from vaccination to continue as a 
full-time student in the winter and spring 
semesters is getting shorter.

Registration for the upcoming 
semesters starts on Monday, Nov. 1.

Although some students see why others 
are hesitant to take the vaccine, they feel 
as though this is the way to create a safer 
campus. 

“I think it’s a good idea and am glad that 
the university is taking those measures to 
make sure the campus can be as COVID-
free as possible,” Junior Political Science 
major Taylor Blocker said. 

“The university has given people 
plenty of time to do their research and 
get prepared,” Junior Broadcasting major 
Raven Little said. 

Some students shared how if some 
people felt there was an issue with 
getting vaccinated, they could turn to the 
alternative option and get exempt. 

“It’s still not difficult to exempt yourself 
from being required to get it,” Connor 
Long, a senior majoring in political 
science, said. 

According to the university website, 
“Even if you opt to request an exemption 
now, you can still decide to receive the 
vaccine later and update your vaccination 
status with the University at that time.”

Students can go to the COVID-19 
vaccination and testing site on campus 
on Rex Street in the old bookstore from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. throughout the week.
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UL COVID-19 dashboard reports 6 new 
cases last week, university total at 1273

L’Acadien yearbook publishes volume 
102 in spite of challenges, COVID-19
Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

From Mon. Oct. 18 until Wed. Nov. 3, 
the 2020-21 yearbooks will be distributed 
in a variety of places, depending on the 
day. 

On Monday, they will be in the Edith 
Garland Dupré Library, Tuesday, the 
Evangeline Room in the Student Union, 
Wednesday, the Cypress Lake Plaza 
Table and on Thursday Moody Hall and 
Boucher Street Table. 

The books will not be distributed on 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday. 

This is the first year that the books are 
able to be distributed in person since 
the beginning of the pandemic, which, 
according to Andre Broussard, the 
yearbook editor, is a lot more enjoyable 
than just dropping the books off at various 
buildings around campus. 

“This year we’re lucky enough to be able 
to set up our locations in person around 
campus, whether it be on the street 
with tables or in the union or in various 
academic buildings on campus, we’re 
actually able to physically hand books to 
students,” Broussard said. “And it’s going 
great so far this week.”

Students seem to enjoy picking up the 
books as well because the books are being 

handed out quite quickly. 
And if there are not enough yearbooks 

for every student to grab one during the 
two weeks, or they are unable to pick one 
up, there are two options for them. 

“We like to keep around 300 books in 
the office just to have extra because people 
come later, years later and ask for books,” 
Broussard said. “So we’re trying to keep a 
few books in the office.”

However, students can also access 
digital copies of the yearbook online at 
any point. 

“But, the books are available online 
as well. So, we do have the option for a 
physical copy and on our website we have 
a digital copy of the book,” Broussard said. 

Yearbooks from the 2018-19 school 
year and the 2019-20 year are available on 
the L’Acadien Yearbook website as well as 
yearbook previews, glances into student 
life and times and dates for yearbook 
distribution.

The book from last year will be 
added sometime in the next two weeks, 
according to Broussard.

Older yearbooks can also be found on 
the internet archive dating from 2016 all 
the way until 1912. 

In terms of putting the yearbook 
together, Broussard said that, while this 
year had its challenges, it was easier 

than the 2019-20 school year when the 
pandemic hit. 

“We just couldn’t meet in person and 
have that one-on-one interaction,” he said.

He also added that it would have been 
impossible if it weren’t for Zoom and 
other forms of online communication. 

Due to the pandemic as well, the staff 
was behind on coming up with a theme, 
among other things for the 2020-21 book. 
However, they are back on track for this 

coming year. 
The theme for this book is Viral, both 

because of the pandemic and for things 
going viral online. 

“We had to break out of just covering 
stuff on campus because a lot of things 
just weren’t happening,” Broussard said. 
“I am very proud of our staff that we 
were able to work through this and get it 
together because some of us weren’t even 
in Lafayette over the pandemic.”
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford

Oct. 25
l  At 7:48 a.m., someone reported graffiti on a UL trailer sign at the entrance to 
Bourgeouis Hall.

Oct. 24
l  At 3:12 p.m., officers and a counselor spoke and rendered assistance to a 
student in emotional distress on the top floor of Olivier Parking Tower
l  At 7:37 p.m., someone reported a suspicious person at Legacy Park.

Oct. 23
l  At 9:20 a.m., an ice machine at the baseball field caught on fire and Lafayette  
Fire was dispatched.
l  At 10:03 p.m., two men stole a black motorcycle from Olivier Parking Tower.

Oct. 22
l  At 9:20 a.m., someone reported someone stealing a black Mongoose kid’s 
mountain bike from Legacy Park.
l  At 12:19 p.m., a traffic crash occurred at 200 Blk E. Lewis St. between a silver 
2007 Toyota Highlander and a gray 2017 Nissan Rogue.

Oct. 21
l  At 9:45 am., someone reported an individual causing a disturbance at 
Blackham Coliseum.

Oct. 20
l  At 12:07 p.m., a minor traffic crash occurred on 100 Girard Park Cr. between a 
black 2014 Kia Optima and a white 2014 Toyota Camry.
l  At 1:37 p.m., someone stole a dark gray Trek Marlin bicycle and its cable lock 
from the Rougeou and Griffin Hall area.
l  At 2:55 p.m., a UL truck hit the corner of a wall in the Agnes Edwards Hall 
basement and received minor damage.
l  At 6:49 p.m., someone reported a possible vehicle burglary from a 2021 gray 
Kia Soul.

Oct. 18
l  At 6:57 p.m., someone reported a trespasser at Hilton Garden Inn.
l  At 7:38 p.m., someone reported the tires on their Schwinn bicycle at Hilton 
Garden Inn were slashed.

2021 L’Acadien 
yearbooks 

Arriving Nov. 2nd - 
Nov. 3rd

To be available at 
tables in the Quad

Tonia Thibodeaux
NEWS WRITER

Homecoming week will be kicking off 
on Sunday, Oct. 24 with many activities 
throughout the week. It will end on 
Saturday, Oct. 30 after the game between 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and 
Texas State Bobcats. 

With the COVID-19 quarantine last 
year, many students are looking forward 
to this year’s homecoming events after 
the limitations last year, while others are 
opting out of some or all of this year’s 
homecoming events for various reasons. 

Lafayette native and UL Lafayette junior 
Destiny Brasseaux said that even though 

she would have loved to attend, she and her 
husband Steven Brasseaux would not be 
attending due to a previous commitment, 
but that they will be keeping up with the 
game score. 

Another UL Lafayette sophomore JT 
Mosher said “I didn’t go to the game last 
year because of the limited capacity and I 
am sure that it will be a little different this 
year compared to pre-COVID homecoming 
events, but I have been attending this year’s 
home games and tailgating activities and 
they’ve been pretty great!” 

Mosher stated that the game will start at 
11 a.m., which is a bummer, and he would 
rather it be a little later in the day. 

Students weigh in 
on Homecoming

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
student organization Giving Love, 
Acceptance, Safety, and Support (GLASS) 
will host the 12th Annual Drag Show on 
Nov. 11 in Angelle Hall starting at 7 p.m.

GLASS describes the drag show as “the 
most astonishing spectacle our university 
has to offer” on the Eventbrite.com 
website, where you can purchase tickets 
for $5. Tickets will also be available at the 
door for $7.

 

There is a full lineup of entertainment. 
The night will consist of performances 
by students that judges will critique as 
they compete to become King and Queen 
GLASS.

Thee Ladies of Bolt and Roslynn Blanc 
will be there as special guests. The show 
will include performances by last year’s 
GLASS King and GLASS Queen as well. 
The routines will feature lip-syncing, 
dancing and elaborate dress.

According to Cody Barbier, the 
president of GLASS, “Drag is primarily 
about artistic expression and bending 

and breaking through traditional gender 
norms that are often very restrictive. 
It’s been an important part of the queer 
community for ages now, and we’re happy 
to be able to bring this to UL.” 

The participants have the creative 
freedom to dress and express themselves 
how they would like. The students can 
convey their unique personalities with 
their outfits and the songs they choose 
to sing. The only requirement is that it 
must be appropriate and safe for a family-
oriented environment.

The performances of the night will end 
with the crowning of a new GLASS King 
and GLASS Queen. The new King and 
Queen will traditionally reign for a year 
and perform in next year’s drag show.

The drag show was canceled last year 
due to COVID-19, however GLASS was 
determined to make the show happen 
this year no matter what it took. There 
has been a year of preparation and a great 
deal of hard work to make the drag show 
a reality.

The organization provides a safe 
place where LGBT can find support and 
acceptance. According to Barbier, the 
GLASS aims to “provide a supportive 
space for queer students and allies where 
they can be accepted for who they are 
and have a community.”

The drag show is their way to let 
everyone have a good time raising 
awareness and support for the LGBT 
community. GLASS is all-inclusive 
and open to anyone regardless of their 
gender identity. The group focuses on 
the diversity of its members, and the 
drag show allows students to express 
themselves freely and safely.

“Drag is primarily about 
artistic expression and 
bending and breaking 
through traditional gender 
norms that are often very 
restrictive. It’s been an 
important part of the queer 
community for ages now 
and we’re happy to be able 
to bring this to UL.” 

Photo by LaShayla Lumpkins / The Vermilion 

The 2017-2018 Queen GLASS, Nicki Nicolai, performs for the last time as reigning queen 
at GLASS’ 10th Annual Drag Show Thursday, Nov. 1, 2018.

GLASS hosts 12th 
annual drag show

Photo by Andre Broussard

Students attend the Homecoming Block Party on Oct. 24, 2021.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

It’s finally time for one of the most 
anticipated games of the year at Cajun 
Field for Louisiana fans: Homecoming. 
Coach Billy Napier’s squad will face off 
against Texas State Oct. 30 at 11 a.m. in 
Louisiana’s final home game of the year.

The Sun Belt Conference and ESPN 
announced the game will be broadcasted 
on ESPNU, giving the Cajuns another 
chance to showcase their talent on a 
national stage. Already up to four games 
this season on an ESPN platform, this 
will be a whopping fifth televised game 
for this group.

Despite the chance to play a televised 
game on ESPN, the 11 a.m. kickoff time 
sparked controversy amongst Louisiana 
students and even faculty. Contractual 
obligations between the Sun Belt 
Conference and ESPN gives the major 
sports network the ability to pick kickoff 
times, but it still hurts the university as a 
result.

An 11 a.m. start will hurt attendance 
for the game when the Cajuns deserve 
all the support possible for the last home 
game of the year. With the homecoming 
parade and other festivities going on 
Saturday, it’ll limit the amount of people 
making it to kickoff.

“Being on homecoming court and 
having to participate in the parade, this 
makes it hard for both the students and 
myself to be prepared,” Joe Caldwell, a 
homecoming court member said. “With 
the homecoming parade starting at 8:30 
a.m., it makes me wonder just who all is 
going to show up and support one of the 

best days of the year.”
“I think it’s completely unfair,” senior 

marketing student Clark Nichols said. 
“This gives us zero chance to tailgate 
before the game and will surely hurt the 
amount of people that actually go to the 
game. Since I’ve been here, it’s always 
been an afternoon homecoming game.”

Head Coach Billy Napier has praised 
the student attendance at both the 
tailgates before the game as well as at 
the game. With a student section that 
has been jam-packed all season, it seems 
harsh to allow an 11 a.m. start time.

The student tailgates before each 
home game have been monstrous. The 
support has been unimaginable. And 
the love for this team goes without 
saying. Understanding the contractual 
obligations and it being out of the 
university’s hands, students have voiced 
their opinions on Twitter towards ESPN 
and other higher-ups.

“As students, it just limits our ability 
to support the team when they’re finally 
hitting their stride to close out the 
season,” junior finance student Ardis 
Sikes said. “We want to support both the 

homecoming parade before the game as 
well as tailgate before kickoff, but it seems 
virtually impossible to do both with such 
an early start.”

Despite the odd start time, it’s still 
important for Cajun fans to come out and 
support in the final home game of the 
year. As Napier’s squad looks to continue 
their hot streak, the support of the 
fans will be much needed in Saturday’s 
contest.

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

Louisiana Men’s Basketball dropped 
their 2021-22 schedule, releasing both the 
non-conference and conference games. 
Headlined by an away game Nov. 21 in 
Bloomington, Ind., the Cajuns are set to 
compete against the University of Indiana 
in their arena.

The Ragin’ Cajuns non-conference 
schedule has a myriad of Power Five 
teams on it, hoping to give Head Coach 

Bobby Marlin a chance to showcase this 
deep roster full of talent. With a game 
against Indiana already in the mix, 
the Cajuns will square off against the 
University of Houston on Dec. 14, who 
competed in the NCAA Final Four just 
last season.

To get things started, Coach Marlin 
scheduled a charity exhibition matchup 
against the University of Alabama on 
Oct. 24 to get their feet wet and gain 
some continuity with this gifted roster.

Though this game technically doesn’t 

count, Alabama is a fiery unit with great 
coaching who can give the Cajuns a feel 
for what they need to improve on come 
their season opener against West Florida 
on Nov. 9. 

The non-conference schedule includes 
games against Indiana, Jackson State and 
McNeese State.

These games give the Cajuns a peak at 
what this season will bring heading into 
conference play which tips off on Dec. 30 
against Appalachian State. Coach Marlin’s 
squad will head to Boone, N.C. to face off 

against a notoriously tough Mountaineers 
team.

New Year’s Day is where things start to 
ramp up a bit, staying on the East Coast 
against Coastal Carolina in Conway, S.C., 
this team will then be in full swing in 
conference play.

After a few weeks of travel between 
the East Coast and Texas against Texas 
State and UT Arlington, the Cajuns 
will get their four-game home stand. 
Facing off against South Alabama, Troy, 
Georgia State and Georgia Southern, 
Cajun fans will get the chance to pack 
the Cajundome and show out for this 
talented unit Coach Marlin has put 
together.

The Ragin’ Cajuns regular season finale 
will take place Feb. 26 in Atlanta against 
Georgia State before getting ready for the 
Sun Belt Conference Tournament.

As usual, the tournament will be held 
in Pensacola, FL at the Bay Center Arena 
where each team will compete for a 
chance to make the NCAA Tournament. 
To make the NCAA Tournament is every 
college athlete’s dream. The chance to 
play in March Madness and showcase 
your skills to the millions of people 
watching is where you show your NBA 
potential.

The Cajuns have a challenging, but not 
impossible schedule this season. With so 
many high-major Power Five transfers, 
this team has played at the highest level 
of competition and look to showcase 
their talents all season long for Coach 
Marlin’s group.

Looking ahead: Homecoming game 
set for late morning kickoff this week

Sports

Ragin’ Cajuns basketball team releases 
schedule for upcoming 2021-22 season

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Redshirt Kobe Julien dunks the ball as the Ragin’ Cajuns take on the McNeese Cowboys on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2019.

Photo by Brian Tran / The Vermilion

Former player Raymond Calais (4) breaks a tackle during the Mississippi State game on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

SATIRE — In an unprecedented event, 
university researchers confirmed that a 
man had an opinion as recently as Friday, 
Oct. 22. The researchers immediately 
alerted the media to their scientific 
discovery, and further work to examine 
what this means for the world as a whole 
is already underway. 

When asked what the opinion was, 
researchers told The Vermilion, “The 
man in question said that the new Adele 
song was ‘just OK.’ 

We’re all deeply disturbed by this 
discovery.” 

It was previously believed that men 
were unable to hold unique opinions due 
to a Y-linked chromosome. Scientists 
determined that men were simply meant 
to be seen rather than heard. When’s 
the last time you heard a man give his 
unsolicited political opinions? Do you 
remember a time when a man made 
you listen while he talked about sports? 
Exactly. These things just don’t happen 
in the real world. Most men would never 
make someone uncomfortable, and 
they remain mostly silent, even when 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez is talking.  

Now, however, it’s uncertain whether 
this era of peace will continue. The man 

identified by university researchers 
wishes to remain anonymous (another 
opinion) but will continue working with 
scientists to understand his affliction. 
If opinions are in fact contagious, 
researchers will be able to determine if 
they’re spread through the air or via skin 
contact. 

Luckily, every man on the planet is 
obviously already wearing a mask due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, so airborne 
particles are no biggie. As for skin-to-
skin contact, we’re also covered—our 
society simply doesn’t allow men to touch 
each other outside of strictly heterosexual 
rituals like fist-bumping or filming 
TikToks. 

As long as fist-bumps are kept to a 
minimum, we should be able to control 
the spread of these pesky opinions and 
save the world infinite amounts of time 
and money. Imagine a world in which 
your male boss is actually able to speak to 
you. Personally, I shudder at the thought.

In light of this scientific discovery and 
with the threat of contagion, members 
of Congress have already started 
drafting legislation that would outlaw 
the utterance of bad, incorrect opinions. 
The bill would ban any and all opinions 
having to do with Star Wars, and it would 
reaffirm what everyone should already 
know: racism, sexism, homophobia and 

transphobia aren’t even opinions at all. 
In addition, our all-female Supreme 

Court is reviewing their most insane, 
crazy cases to prepare for the influx of 
men who have something to say about 
“free speech.” 

As men start making more outlandish 
claims, they’ll undoubtedly be confused 
that their actions actually have 
consequences. When their businesses 
close after they share some climate 
change denial post on Facebook, it’s 

almost certain that they’ll incorrectly 
assume their free speech is under attack. 

Hopefully though, this man’s opinion 
was just a one-time, random event. I 
can’t even begin to imagine the kind 
of eye-rolling, billionaire-worshipping 
society we’d live in if men could think 
for themselves. Don’t even get me started 
on the idea of them running for public 
office.

Adhamm Safford
COLUMNIST

The sun’s fallen from the sky, but the 
air’s still too warm. There’s never a breeze 
in Singapore when you need one. The 
train overhead has dropped off a herd of 
people and picked another up in turn. 
They’re pouring out of the station to flood 
onto the street and into the malls. 

There’s one thing that stands out. A 
great structure of metal and glass that rises 
from the ground, with lights to attract and 
blind you, windows to entice and buy you. 
A screen mounted to the window plays 
a video of picture-perfect people telling 
you that this great new skincare product 
is just what you need to finally find your 
soulmate, and you’re not complete until 
you rub this funny lotion all over you. 
And then someone else appears to tell you 
the same thing, except this time it’s about 
a watch.

The crowd never stops moving, like the 
heartbeat of the city. Tired people selling 
things to tired customers so they can go 
on with their tired lives. There’s an old 
woman who can barely stand cleaning up 
after people so she can keep affording rent. 

There’s a little stall where someone 
is selling art they put their heart and 
soul into for ten bucks. Everything’s a 
commodity now.

The last train home shows up. Each rail 
car only has a couple people at this hour. 
Everyone sits so far away. The buildings 
fly by, all the malls, stores and apartments. 
Every lit window is a story reserved for 
only a select few.

Home is the last stop. I’m alone on the 
train by then. Not another soul. The lights 
are starting to turn off, the store shutters 
are all slammed shut. It’s just the street 
lights now, and the occasional window of 
a couple still up. There’s an ache in my legs 
from being up and about for too long and 

a pain in my back from sitting hunched 
over paperwork for too long.

I’m not ready to head home and 
lie down though. It doesn’t feel right. 
Something pulls me in the opposite 
direction, towards the beach, just a short 
walk away from the train station. Just a 
few minutes there, it says, whatever “it” is.

There’s nobody else. It’s just me, the 
sand and the ocean. Black waves lit by the 
pale moon. Ebbing in and out, stretching 
out into eternity. The ocean ends 
somewhere, but it feels infinite compared 
to me. Slowly, everything starts to fall 
away, leaving only the sounds of bugs and 
waves.

I don’t know how long I’m there for. 
Minutes, hours, it doesn’t really matter. 

It’s there, faced with the immensity of 
the ocean, that I realize how small all my 
problems really are. But it doesn’t help. I’m 
small too, small enough to be consumed 
by it all. By the pace of the city, its lights 
and products, the desires trapped in lit 
apartment windows. It feels cold all of a 
sudden.

The waves lap at my feet, then recede 
again. I’m hoping for some revelation 
here, some divine truth that’ll make me 
feel better. It doesn’t come. Why would 
it? Sometimes things have some hidden 
meaning for you to parse. But sometimes, 
an ocean is just an ocean.

I’m not in tune with the universe here. 
I’m not finding enlightenment. I’m just a 
dumb kid staring at an ocean that couldn’t 

care less, trying to escape the world for 
a little while. But maybe that’s all I need. 
That quiet moment, all to myself.

Eventually, I have to tear myself away. I 
have to head home, wake up the next day 
and face the world again. The gears of the 
world won’t stop turning just yet. We’re all 
caught up in them, snagged by our sleeves 
and taken for a ride we didn’t sign up for. 
Sometimes it seems like the world just 
keeps getting faster and faster as crowds 
and opportunities pass by all around you.

But the ocean was always there, always 
moving the same as it ever did, keeping 
a healthy distance from the city’s crowds. 
A momentary escape from the world that 
doesn’t stop turning.

Allons

SATIRE

Breaking news: Local man has opinion

Graphic by Julia McDow

Graphic by Cole Broussard

A night in Singapore: the bustle of the 
city paired with the calm of the ocean
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Homecoming Hoedown
Student organizations celebrate Homecoming by painting the 
windows of the Student Union and attending the Block Party.

Photos by Andre Broussard.

Photo via ConcernedApe’s YouTube channel

Stardew Valley developer announces 
new game about haunted chocolatier
Morri Sampey
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On Oct. 21, ConcernedApe posted a 
short early-access gameplay trailer for 
Haunted Chocolatier, an apparent follow-
up to his hit game Stardew Valley. Four 
days after being posted, the video already 
boasts 1,468,266 views on YouTube. The 
view count is a testament to people’s 
excitement for the game, which makes 
sense given that the video has a lot to 
offer.

For starters, the fact that the game 
is being developed by ConcernedApe 
already sets high expectations. Eric 
Barone, the man behind the pseudonym 
ConcernedApe, is also the developer 
of Stardew Valley. It has a rating of 
overwhelmingly positive on Steam with 
335,765 reviews, as well as over 15 million 
downloads across multiple platforms, 
including PC, PlayStation, Xbox and even 
a mobile version.

“Like Stardew Valley, Haunted 
Chocolatier is another ‘town game’, 
where you move to a new town and try 
your hand at a new way of living. You’ll 
get to know the townspeople, achieve 
your goals and make progress in many 
ways. All of that is similar to Stardew 
Valley,” ConcernedApe said on the 
Haunted Chocolatier website’s F.A.Q. 
page. “However, the core gameplay and 
theming are quite a bit different. Haunted 
Chocolatier is more of an action-RPG 
compared to Stardew Valley. And instead 
of a farm being the focal point of your 
endeavors, it’s a chocolate shop.”

Stardew Valley is known for being a 
cozy game with a wide range of activities 
players can choose from. At its core, 
the goal of the game is to take over and 
maintain the farm that your recently 
deceased grandfather once owned; 
however, there are a variety of different 
ways to go about it. Farmers can choose 
to focus solely on raising animals, 
planting crops, mining, foraging, or they 
can choose to do a combination of all of 
the options.

One of the most popular aspects of the 

game is the romance feature. Farmers can 
choose from a variety of characters to 
romance or befriend by talking to them 
and giving them gifts. The characters all 
have their own personalities and dialogue, 
and they often hang out together around 
the town. If romance isn’t your style, you 
can simply stick to befriending characters, 
or asking a cute monster named Krobus 
to be your roommate instead. The game 
also allows for farmers to romance any 
character regardless of gender, which 
differentiates it from games like Dragon 
Age, where players can only romance 
certain characters, depending on their 
sexualities.

Stardew Valley’s art style is another 
reason why players enjoy it so much, and 
luckily, it looks like Haunted Chocolatier 
is going to use the same one.

Haunted Chocolatier appears to have a 
unique cast of characters as well, another 
similarity to Stardew Valley that fans are 

excited about. Many fans are speculating 
that this means there will be a similar 
romance system. 

However, it looks like that’s where the 
similarities end.

“In Stardew Valley, the focus was more 
humble: living off the land, growing food, 
and connecting to the people and nature 
around you,” ConcernedApe said in a 
blog post. “However, with my next game, 
I wanted to explore more fantastical 
possibilities… experiences that take you 
beyond the ordinary. That’s where magical 
haunted ghost chocolate comes in.”

In the same post, he clarifies that 
Haunted Chocolatier isn’t a dark game.

“However, don’t think for a moment 
that, because this game features ghosts in 
a haunted castle, it is an evil or negative 
game. On the contrary, I intend for this 
game to be positive, uplifting and life-
affirming,”ConcernedApe said. “However, 
if Stardew Valley mostly channeled the 
energy of the sun, Haunted Chocolatier 

channels the energy of the moon. Both 
are vital.”

Currently, ConcernedApe is the only 
person working on the development 
of the game, and he doesn’t have a set 
release date planned, which gives me 
enough time to finish my Stardew Valley 
save before setting my focus on Haunted 
Chocolatier.

I’m excited to see where this game 
goes and how it differs from Stardew 
Valley. While I love Stardew Valley, and 
I’m glad that the art style is the same, I 
think playing a game that’s basically just 
Stardew Valley in a different font would 
be boring. Maintaining some of the things 
that players loved the most such as the art 
style and the romance system seems like 
a smart move, but I’m really excited to see 
what kind of different mechanics Haunted 
Chocolatier is going to introduce.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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“What are your plans for 
Homecoming?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Michael Crossley
CIVIL ENGINEERING  SOPHOMORE

“Go to the tailgate, go to 
the game, hit up some 
parties and probably 
go to a Halloween party 
Sunday too.”

Thai Booker
ACCOUNTING  FRESHMAN

“Have as much fun as 
possible and get a lot 
of people involved. 
And sell Homecoming 
energy rings.”

Nader Ajin
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  JUNIOR

“Go to the game.”

Mark Williams
MOVING IMAGE ARTS  JUNIOR

“Make beats, catch up 
on homework and go 
out.”

Lianne Sonneveld
MARKETING  FRESHMAN

“I have no plans 
because I am on the 
volleyball team and 
will be traveling during 
Homecoming for a 
game.”

Jacob Demouchet
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  JUNIOR

“First to get my 
schoolwork out the 
way, go to a couple of 
parties, and do some 
special work around 
Lafayette with different 
organizations and stuff.”

Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

Sigmund Freud was one of the first 
people to describe age regression, and 
he called it an unconscious defense 
mechanism where a person will 
unconsciously and temporarily shift to an 
earlier age. This is typically caused by a 
traumatic experience during childhood. 

My dad died the day after my tenth 
birthday. I vividly remember his body 
lying in the aisle of the plane as the flight 
attendant called his name and tried to do 
CPR. 

He was wearing his green sweatshirt 
and long khaki pants. I remember the face 
of a young man who looked at me as my 
mom guided me to the back of the plane. 
I remember being in the firetruck on the 
way to the hospital. I remember the nurse 
who brought me donuts. I remember 
crying while my mom held me in her bed. 
I asked if Daddy was going to be okay. 

She shook her head and held me tighter. 
I would be lying if I said I remembered 

much more. 
I became an angry child who acted out. 

I found porn not long after my dad died 
and watched it almost every day until I 
turned 20. I started cursing. Some time 
after, we suddenly had over 20 animals 
or more at once. Who knows how that 
happened. 

My mom started working three jobs to 
make up for my dad’s lost income. I was 
home by myself a lot. 

Then all of those pets started to die, 
and we bought more. My only living 
grandparents died. The family fought over 
money. My mom and I fought constantly. 

Did I mention that through all of this, 
we had a house that was infested with 
rats? 

I threw myself into schoolwork. By 
the time I entered college, I had 43 credit 
hours. I am, 20 and I graduate next 
semester. 

All of this to say, 10 is when I stopped 
being a child like I had been, and I grew 
up.

So now, when I feel absolutely safe (or 
sleepy or drunk) I become like a child 
again. I cannot say what age I am, but I 
am young. This typically happens with my 
boyfriend, or around my dogs, where I 
feel like I am being protected. When I am 
a child, nothing can go wrong. Nothing 
can hurt me. I am not anxious, and I don’t 
feel anything except happiness. 

This is not a sexual thing. This is very 
much trauma based, as I just illustrated. 
And while I am into many things, this is 
not one of them. 

With my boyfriend, I will curl up into 
his lap and play with his shirt or his ear 
like I did with my father when I was little. 
I also like to ask him to read to me while I 
cuddle with my stuffed animals. 

Now that I have rambled a bit, I’m going 
to explain how to deal with it. It hasn’t 
completely taken over my life. I am still a 
fully functioning, albeit stressed, adult. So 
why is it an issue? 

It’s an issue because it means that I 
have not fully dealt with the trauma 
that I experienced. I still lament that my 
43-year-old sister got to have her dad 
watch her graduate and spend so much 
more time with him. 

The first piece of advice that I have is 
to talk to others about this if you have 
not already, and come to terms with what 
happened to you. 

Easier said than done. 
Another idea is to get rid of or 

minimize triggers. For me, it is extreme 
stress, so I pray, meditate or go for a drive 
to help mitigate what I’m feeling. 

Lastly, learn to accept happiness in the 
present—again, not exactly easy. 

My dad is long dead. It has been over 
a decade. My mom and I don’t argue like 
we used to. We are in a different house, 
and I am happy with my boyfriend as my 
boyfriend. And yet I still regress, as much 
as I think I am better, I am not. 

I am well aware that this is strange, and 
you might even ask me why I am even 
writing about it at all. The answer is to 
help destigmatize it, to show that, while it 
isn’t normal, it isn’t completely unheard of, 
nor is it just something sexual, as I said, 
like calling your partner daddy.

“All of this to say, 10 is when 
I stopped being a child like I 
had been, and I grew up.” 

Graphic by Allan Skinner

Age regression: 
Why it happens 
and what it means 
to me

Hear this week’s 
headlines in audio form!

Available this Wednesday on most
podcast platforms.
(Coming soon to Spotify)


