
Adhamm Safford
NEWS WRITER

In August, a major update was pushed 
out to Moodle. While the most obvious 
change was to the layout, some students 
and faculty have been affected by what’s 
changed on the back end.

Students and faculty in the Visual Arts 
Department seem to have been most 
affected. Not everything was moved from 
the old version of the site to the newly 
updated one, particularly the work of 
students that had been uploaded to the 
visual arts portfolio review.

However, everything that’s been 
uploaded before the update has been 
preserved and is still available to students. 
The content of students’ portfolios can still 
be downloaded from the old site, and then 
manually re-uploaded to the new site.

Kevin Hagan, interim department head 
of the Visual Arts Department, stated 
that the department is there to help any 
students who need it.

“Students, if they’re ever having 
difficulties with the update and trying to 
navigate it, reach out to our department 
because we will help you walk through 

that process. So, although there might 
be some differences in the way it used to 
be done because of the update, we will 
support them and help them navigate it. 
They just need to reach out to us and we’ll 
help make sure they get what they want 
and get through the process,” Hagan said.

For others, the update seems to have 

gone more smoothly, without much 
trouble besides adjusting to a new layout 
and elements and pages being moved 
around.

Brian West, a master instructor in the 
school of computing and informatics, was 
part of the pilot program last semester to 
test the new update before it was made live 

to the rest of the faculty and the student 
body. Though he’s run into some minor 
issues, the update has mostly worked fine 
for him.

One such issue came when he tried to 
upload PHP files, which Moodle wouldn’t 
accept, though he managed to work 
around this.

“I got my workaround specifically 
because I did contact the help desk,” West 
said. “If folks are having problems with it, 
they would need to contact the help desk 
or distance learning.”

Speaking on the layout changes, West 
believes that students will be able to figure 
things out and adjust to the new site fairly 
quickly.

“The main users for Moodle are 
going to be students, and they’re very 
comfortable with technology,” he added. 
“The main users of students are going to 
figure out the new layout and where things 
are placed far quicker than faculty will.”

Students studying in the visual arts can 
contact their department for any help they 
might need regarding the new Moodle 
website, while other students or faculty 
facing difficulties can contact the IT 
Service Desk for assistance.

Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

There were two new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of Oct. 30, according to 
the university’s COVID-19 dashboard on 

Nov. 6.
According to the dashboard as of 

Monday at 4:44 p.m., the university 
reported that 244 students and 262 
faculty and staff members contracted 
the virus, and 784 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 1,290 
cases among students, faculty and staff at 

UL Lafayette.
Confirmed positive tests include tests 

taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 
were taken by off-campus health care 
providers. Students in this category 

sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

As of Monday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.
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UL COVID-19 dashboard reports 2 new 
cases last week, university total at 1290

Moodle update causes issues for 
some, minor annoyance for others

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Brittany LeJeune 
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette students are completing 
advising for the spring 2022 semester, 
and they are utilizing DegreeWorks to 
assist in the process. 

DegreeWorks is known as an audit 
tool. An audit of a student’s degree 
compiles and examines the students’ 
progress and coursework. It is an official 
record or report of the student’s past, 
current, and future academic credits.  

According to the Office of University 
Registrar, “The audit is a complete 
review of all coursework, displaying 
information on which requirements 
are satisfied and which requirements 
are necessary to complete a particular 
program, degree, major, minor, and/or 
concentration.”

Every student has access to their own 
individual DegreeWorks through their 
Ulink account with the university. 

“DegreeWorks is a web-based, 
academic planning and degree audit 
tool. It helps students and advisors 

effectively navigate curriculum 
requirements, as well as monitor 
progress towards degree completion,” 
states the Student FAQs on the Office of 
University Registrar website. 

DegreeWorks is an online portal that 
allows students to see all classes that 

have been taken and other classes that 
are required to complete their degree. 
DegreeWorks also presents students 
with different options for fulfilling these 
necessary requirements as well. 

The benefits to students include 
making an organized list of all previous 

coursework and compiling the 
information in one location. There is 
an inventory of required courses for 
major, minor, and general education 
requirements. 

Advisors recommend that students 
consult their DegreeWorks when 
deciding which classes are necessary to 
take next semester. 

The goal is to see the requirements for 
a certain degree and if they have been 
met in that area. 

“DegreeWorks helps students and 
advisors effectively navigate curriculum 
requirements, as well as monitor 
progress towards degree completion 
by providing: all course requirements 
for a degree in a particular catalog, 
satisfied requirements in an easy-to-
read, understandable degree checklist, 
outstanding requirements needed to 
complete a particular program, degree, 
major, minor, and/or concentration, and 
a comprehensive review of all transfer, 
previous, current, and in-progress 
coursework,” Cammy Green, an assistant 
registrar for UL Lafayette, wrote in a 
statement to The Vermilion.

Photo illustration by Morri Sampey

DegreeWorks: UL Lafayette’s tool aims 
to help students plan their academic year
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford

Nov. 7
l  At 4:46 p.m., a possible vehicle burglary was reported in the bus barn parking 
lot.
l  At 7:50 p.m., someone reported her bicycle alarm was stolen at Legacy Park.

Nov. 6
l  At 12:23 p.m., someone reported damaged exit signs in Bonin Hall.
l  At 1:00 p.m., someone was reported stealing a gray Mongoose bicycle and a 
blue and black Nishiki bicycle from campus.
l  At 6:04 p.m., someone reported they could not find her vehicle in front of Gate 
C at Cajun Field, but it was later found parked in front of Gate D.
l  At 9:20 p.m., an iPhone was dropped on the ground and picked up by 
someone else.

Nov. 4
l  At 1:22 p.m., a student reported a stolen iPhone from Cajun Field.
l  At 7:34 p.m., a student was reported missing and then found by ULPD.

Nov. 3
l  At 11:40 a.m., someone reported a trailer stolen from 211 E. Devalcourt St.
l  At 2:31 p.m., a traffic collision occurred at 600 McKinley St. between a silver 
2019 Mercedes-Benz A-Class and a red 2007 Chevrolet Impala.
l  At 3:57 p.m., a student reported damage to her vehicle’s tire at Bittle Hall.

Nov. 1
l  At 3:29 p.m., someone reported damaged exit signs in Bonin Hall.
l  At 7:56 p.m., someone was reported possibly walking around with a knife in 
Taft Parking Tower.

Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

The Wesley United Campus Ministries 
on the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette campus offers free lunch to 
anyone who wants to stop by. 

This is offered every Monday that 
school is in session, so this excludes 
holidays such as Labor Day. 

The meals offered vary from week to 
week, depending on the circumstance 
and what is donated, according to the 
Director of Wesley United Campus 
Ministries Jessica Trahan. 

Meals can be anything from 
sandwiches from Old Tyme Grocery to 
chili tacos cooked by Trahan, or someone 
may have made a home-cooked meal. 

“Ideally, the food’s provided by local 
church people and the community. 
Sometimes they sponsor, sometimes 
they order food, sometimes they prepare 
food,” Trahan said. 

This is a tradition, according to Trahan, 
that has been going on for many years 
before she became the director in 2019.

The food also does not come with the 
condition that you have to learn about 
God. 

“Seriously, I just think if you’re gonna 
invite people in to eat and visit then just 
invite people in to eat and visit without 
a caveat, without an expectation tied to 
it,” Trahan said. “We kind of call it No 
Strings Attached Lunch. It’s literally there 
for you to just take advantage of.”

The church is also part of Project Allies 

that is run through UL Lafayette and is 
inclusive regardless of sexual orientation.

“The mission of Project ALLIES 
(Alliance Linking Leaders In Education 
and Services) is to provide a network of 
informed students, faculty and staff who 
are willing to be visibly supportive of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer community at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. ALLIES will work 
to foster a campus climate in which all 
members of the University community, 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity, may feel safe, supported, 
respected, and affirmed,” the website 
reads. 

Project Allies, according to the 
university website, is a network of people 
on campus who are willing to give a safe 
space to those under the LGBT umbrella. 

“We have an opportunity to love and 
welcome and invite people that otherwise 
may not have a place that is safe and 
welcoming on campus from a campus 
ministry perspective,” Trahan said. “It’s 
just kind of a non-negotiable. We’re going 
to be good to people.”

According to the Wesley website, 
“UL Wesley recognizes all individuals 
as beloved children of God. ALL are 
welcome, EVERYday.”

Outside of lunch, and for those 
who are interested in worship, Wesley 
offers services such as Guided Spiritual 
Meditation on Tuesday, Nov. 16 and Nov. 
30 at 6:00 p.m., and they will be offering 
dinner and then a worship session on 
Sunday, Nov.14 at 5:30 p.m.

UL Wesley offers free
lunches to students, no 
religious obligations
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A box and sticky notes that lunchgoers can use to write about what they are grateful for. 
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

The legend of Levi Lewis continues. 
Leading the Cajuns to another division 
title and giving Louisiana-Lafayette the 
attention they deserve, he’s changed the 
landscape of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette program.

Putting the Cajuns in the national 
rankings, forming one of the most 
dynamic offenses in all of college football 
and rewriting the record books, Lewis is a 
legend in this city.

His most recent feat comes in throwing 
touchdown pass No. 65 against Texas State 
and breaking Jake Delhomme’s school 
record—a record that stood for over 20 
years. Simply, Lewis has inserted his name 
amongst the greats that have suited up at 
Cajun Field.

Holding the single season records for 
most touchdown passes and yards, he 
begins to climb the totem pole in all-time 
passing yards, currently sitting at third.

Former Louisiana quarterback Jake 
Delhomme, who played for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns from 1993-96 before an 11-year 
career in the NFL, held virtually every 
passing record in the books until Lewis 
came along.  

Records are one thing, but the work 
Lewis puts in to become so successful is 
why his teammates and coaches have fully 
expected to see everything he’s achieved.

“He’s the alpha, he’s the leader,” Head 
Coach Billy Napier said. “He sets the 
tone with the way he prepares, the way 
he practices. Just his presence makes us 

better.”
A three-year starter for Coach Napier’s 

offense, it’s no surprise Lewis continues 
putting his name at the top of the ranks. 
Just about as poised as one can be behind 
center, his calm morale is what sets the 
tone for this experienced offense.

But to Napier, it isn’t about the statistics 
or the records, it’s about the man Lewis 
has grown to be over his time in Lafayette.

“To me, it’s not necessarily about the 
passing touchdowns,” Napier said. “To me, 
it’s about that the young man is a product 
of his work. He’s relentless. That wasn’t 
given. He’s reaped what he sowed.”

Lewis has started 33 consecutive games 
for the Cajuns and has the chance to lead 
this team to a conference championship 
Dec. 4. If this squad can run the table 
and win out the rest of the season, it gives 

Napier’s group the chance to host the 
conference championship at Cajun Field, a 
huge advantage.

With Lewis under center and Napier 
calling the shots, it’s hard not to feel 
comfortable in what this team can achieve. 
The definition of a class act, Lewis and 
company can solidify themselves as one 
of the best teams to suit up in Lafayette by 
the time this season comes to an end.

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

After a year without the championships, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns Water Ski team came 
back strong with a championship win 
this year. The team claimed their second 
consecutive Division 1 national title and 
total overall eighth championship at the 
Syndicate Waterskis 42nd Collegiate 
Water Ski National Championships. 

Louisiana finished with 12,930 points 
to secure the win. In addition to this 
amazing feat, the team went undefeated 
this season. The team also earned Division 
1 national championships in 1995, 1997, 
2003, 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2019. 

There were 12 total teams competing for 
the national title. Right behind Louisiana 
in second place was the University of 
Alabama. In order to make it to the 
national championships, teams must 
qualify based on their prior tournament 
performances. 

The event featured three events for 
women and three for men: slalom, tricks 
and jump. Additionally, skiers could 
compete for individual national titles 
in those events and overall titles based 
on the combined results in those three 
events. Athletes finishing in the top five in 
each event of slalom, tricks, jumping and 
overall in Division 1 earned All-American 
honors.

Dorien Llewellyn earned the men’s 
overall title for the Cajuns while Luke 
Outram came in second. Alice Bagnoli 
came in sixth overall in the women’s 
competition. For individual events, many 
Ragin’ Cajuns finished in top 10 positions. 

Jaimee Bull won the women’s individual 
slalom competition. Alexandra Garcia 
followed in third. Annemarie Wroblewski 

was sixth and Bailey Austin finished 
seventh. 

Kennedy Hansen came in first in the 
women’s trick individual competition. 
Bagnoli finished ninth and Austin finished 
tenth. 

In the women’s jump event, Hansen 
finished fifth, Bagnoli finished seventh 
and Sage Pottbecker finished tenth. The 
men earned high-achieving individual 
results as well. 

 Arron Davies won the men’s individual 
slalom competitions. Llewellyn finished 
fifth, Sean Kraus came in sixth and 
Outram finished ninth. 

Guillaume Tétreault led in third in 

the men’s trick competition. Llewellyn 
followed in fourth and Edoardo Marenzi 
finished sixth. Outram followed in 
seventh, while Conley Pinette followed in 
eighth. 

In the men’s jump competition, Pinette 
placed second, while Luca Rauchenwald 
came in third. Outram finished sixth, 
Llewellyn finished ninth and Marenzi 
finished tenth. 

Besides going to the national 
championships each October, the team 
competes within the South Central Region 
for collegiate water skiing. As part of their 
season, they compete in six tournaments 
each year between Texas, Arkansas and 

Louisiana. Louisiana also hosts its own 
tournament each spring in Lafayette. 

The team has members from 10 
different countries, all with a similar 
passion for water skiing. As a team they 
work together, encourage one another and 
support each other on and off the water. 
The team is led by Head Coach Ryan 
Gonzales. 

Louisiana trains at Airport Lake, which 
is 10 minutes from campus and equipped 
with a brand new boat and courses 
each year. The training site is run and 
maintained by the ski team to have the 
best training conditions possible.

Levi Lewis leads Ragin’ Cajuns to yet 
another division title, breaks records

Sports

Ragin’ Cajuns water ski team continues 
to make history with championship wins 

Photo by Andre Broussard \ The Vermilion

Levi Lewis cuts upfield with the ball during the Homecoming game on Oct. 30, 2021.

Graphic by Julia McDow
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

Carter Domingue is not just a 
superstar on the court, but a locker room 
favorite when it comes to his leadership 
ability and desire to do anything possible 
to come out victorious.

In high school, Domingue led St. 
Thomas More Catholic to four straight 
state championships with his dominance 
on the floor, but off the court is what set 
the tone.

Just ask his high school coach and 
mentor, Danny Broussard. Coach 
Broussard harped on Domingue’s 
willingness to do anything in his power 
to lead his team each night.

“Carter’s leadership skills were as 
best I have ever had,” Broussard said. 
“He’s one of the top leaders I’ve ever, 
ever coached. It rubbed off on all of our 
players. He’s going to do whatever it 
takes to win, he’s just a winner.”

Domingue, a scrappy, do-it-all player, 
looks to translate that same success 
from high school to the Cajundome this 
season. Entering his freshman season 
for Bobby Marlin’s squad, it’ll be exciting 
to see the role Domingue fills in his first 
season.

“I’m really excited to have gotten 
this opportunity, and I’m willing to do 
anything Coach Marlin needs me to do,” 
Domingue said. “I’m going to do what’s 
necessary to get what I want and that’s to 
contribute to the Cajuns winning, that’s 
to get championships. I’m going to be 

here for the long run.”
The ability to play to his strengths 

and fill his role will be needed on such a 
talented roster this season. As the go-to 
guy in high school, it’ll be an adjustment 
waiting for his moment in a Ragin’ 
Cajuns uniform.

“I’m adjusting. It’s a tough 
adjustment,” Domingue said. “But I 
think the more experience I get playing 

and stuff, I’ll just continue to get even 
better and better. It’s giving me a harder, 
better work ethic than I even had in high 
school. So, I think given time, I’ll be able 
to hopefully replicate that same success 
here at UL.”

As Domingue continues growing 
relationships with his teammates to 
instill trust in them, the more his game 
will advance. A player who loves the 

bright lights and biggest moment, that 
push from his teammates will give him 
the confidence to step up.

“When the moment arrives, and he’s 
out there, he’s going to make some stuff 
happen,” Broussard said. “It’s usually on 
the positive side. That’s another thing 
that I just love about Carter.”

Carter Domingue brings more to the 
Ragin’ Cajun team than on-court talent

Photo by Andre Broussard, special to the Daily Advertiser

Carter Domingue stands at the free-throw line during a St. Thomas More game against St. Louis Catholic High on March 10, 2020.

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

As the start of the basketball season 
draws closer, expectations are high for 
the Ragin’ Cajuns. Whether they are 
fresh faces from the transfer portal or 
standouts from last year’s squad, most 
of the starters here have been celebrated 
and hyped all offseason, and need no 
introduction. Here’s a few snippets of 
what three of these players are capable of, 
and what we can expect from them going 
forward this season.

Through thick and thin last year, Theo 
Akwuba managed to consistently impress 
everyone on both sides of the ball. On 
offense, he put up 98 total offensive 
rebounds, good for eighth in the country, 
and 22.5 points per 100 possessions. In 
eight games, he recorded a field goal 
percentage of 75 or more. Defensively, he 
recorded 68 blocks, good for eighth in 
the nation. Keep in mind, these numbers 
were tallied across 26 regular season 
games, when some teams played as many 
as 33.

A junior this year, with a chance at 
more games and even more minutes to 
play, don’t be surprised if he brings home 
a handful of awards. A Sun Belt Defensive 
Player of the Year and an All-Louisiana 
Team are definitely in play for this star.

Against a very strong schedule at St. 
John’s University last year, Greg Williams 
Jr. averaged 15.4 points per 40 minutes 
and shot 44.8% from three-point land, 
which ranks fourth nationally; however, 
his volume was low at just 3.9 attempts 
per 40 minutes. He is also an underrated 

defender, averaging 2.1 steals per 40 
minutes and posting an above average 
defensive rating a season ago. Despite this 
success, there is still room to improve as 
his defending was a bit inconsistent last 
season.

Expect Williams to take and make 
more open shots this year as the 
defensive attention will likely lighten up 
in response to the talent around him. The 
team’s overall playmaking will inevitably 
give him the chance to spread the floor 

and get more open looks. His fast break 
opportunities are bound to increase as 
well, with the amount of forced turnovers 
the team generates.

The lone senior on this team, Dou 
Gueye, has been a solid two-way forward 
for his entire tenure at UL-Lafayette, 
averaging almost 20 points and 14.9 total 
rebounds per 100 possessions across 
both playing seasons. He’s a very efficient, 
unselfish player, rarely needing double 
digit shot attempts to get his scoring in. 

The main area to watch for Gueye 
should be his free throws. Out of 
teammates who attempted 10 or more 
free throws last season, Gueye had the 
lowest make percentage at just 57%. He’s 
capable of much better. In the 2019-20 
season, he averaged almost 75% with a 
significantly greater volume. If his form 
in this area improves, his scoring totals 
may stand out significantly, even from 
the other bigs on this team.

Men’s basketball: A deep dive into the 
advanced stats as 2021-22 season starts

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Mylik Wilson (13) attempts an extra point as the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns take on Texas State in the Cajundome on Friday, Jan. 1, 2021.

Hear this week’s 
headlines in audio form!

Available this Wednesday on most
podcast platforms.
(Coming soon to Spotify)
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Marvel’s “Eternals” came to theaters 
this Friday with high expectations placed 
upon its shoulders. It’s among the first 
movies in “Phase Four” of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU,) alongside 
“Spider-Man: Far From Home” and 
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten 
Rings.” 

As such, fans expected this movie to 
deliver the action and charm of previous 
entries while simultaneously setting 
the stage for a new era in superhero 
storytelling. 

With a score of 48% on Rotten 
Tomatoes, it’s hard to say if “Eternals” 
accomplished everything it set out to 
do. I’m not the type to judge a piece of 
media immediately after watching it 
or after having seen it only once, but 
as of writing, I’m certain of two things 
— the movie was both well made and 
entertaining. 

At nearly three hours of runtime, 
“Eternals” packs so much information 
into one movie that it almost reaches 
the point of confusion. After all, there 
are pretty much 10 main characters to 
learn about and keep track of, in addition 
to the already complex and twisting 
plot. I found myself actually wanting 
to take notes in order to remember the 
characters’ names and relationships. 
This isn’t inherently a bad thing, but it’s 
understandable that it would turn some 
people off when they see it for the first 
time. 

I have a feeling, though, that as 
Marvel’s Phase Four develops further and 
the characters introduced in “Eternals” 
find their way into the plots of other 
movies, viewers will warm up to the way 
in which they were introduced. People 
watch Marvel movies primarily for 
spectacle, action and plot that’s only as 

deep as it needs to be. On all of these 
fronts, “Eternals” delivered.

Another reason for the movie’s low 
rating could be that it showcases the most 
diversity of any Marvel movie to date. It 
features the MCU’s first on-screen kiss 
between two men. In addition, the main 
characters speak a variety of languages 
and interact with cultures all over the 
world during the movie’s runtime. 

It’s a big step for Disney as a whole, 

who has been accused of limiting 
diversity efforts to small, inconsequential 
scenes that could be cut from movies 
before they’re shown in other countries. 
In “Eternals,” diversity is center stage and 
impossible to divorce from the fabric of 
the film itself. For this reason alone, it 
wouldn’t be surprising if some reviewers 
were upset. 

“Eternals” also tries to break away from 
the cookie cutter style of storytelling that 
Marvel has shown over the years. It’s a 
non-linear story that focuses more on 
characters and relationships than plot. 
It uses action more strategically and 
purposefully in a way that viewers aren’t 
used to after years of gratuitous violence. 
In “Eternals,” conflict really means 
something, but that doesn’t mean it’s a 

snooze fest. The movie does a great job 
of punctuating its runtime with the cool 
CGI fights that we’ve come to know and 
love, but it approaches them in a new and 
interesting way. 

All things considered, “Eternals” is 
a perfectly fine entry of the MCU that 
earns its spot among the other 7,000 
movies that came before it. It might 
not be the scene-setting, hype-building 
kickoff for the next phase of movies that 
everyone was hoping for, but it’ll do. It 
accomplished some interesting things, 
showed off some cool, alien-punching 
action and had some funny jokes. And 
when you’re watching a Marvel movie, 
what more do you really need?

“In “Eternals,” diversity is 
center stage and impossible 
to divorce from the fabric of 
the film itself.” 

Allons
Marvel’s ‘Eternals’ is perfectly decent, 
but unfortunately brings nothing new

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Adhamm Safford
COLUMNIST

When most people think about 
their favorite sad song, it’s usually 
a slower song with some kind of 
acoustic accompaniment and pretty 
vocals singing sad and relatable lyrics. 
And that’s great, there’s something 
intrinsically comforting and beautiful 
about that.

But when you’ve fallen into a deep 
depression, it feels like there’s no way 
out. It’s overwhelming. It’s suffocating. 
Your head is filled with the noise of a 
million racing thoughts. There’s nothing 
beautiful about it. That feeling is what 
the self-titled album by Giles Corey 
captures so well.

“Giles Corey” is a concept album with 
a laser focus on its themes of depression, 
loneliness and suicide. It’s the story of 
a man who’s fallen so deep into despair 
that he can no longer see any kind of 
light or hope. It’s all just downhill from 
here, and the music reflects that. Heavy, 
booming drums, painfully plucked 
strings and eerie vocals make up much 
of the musical content.

It’s a crushingly bleak project. While 
there are some beautiful acoustic guitar 
sections, much of the album is distorted 
by heavy reverb and segments overrun 
by noise. And when the instrumentation 
is more minimalist, there’s just 
something haunting and ethereal about 
it.

The overwhelmingly dark atmosphere 
of the album communicates so much 
about the feeling of depression just on 
its own. But the lyrical content, and the 
pain with which it’s delivered, is what 
really makes this album.

“I open up my heart, and stick my 
fingers in. But you will never want what 
I have to give.”

“I am entombed in my bed, with those 
words that you said that I kept: that I’m 
not the only one that you never loved.”

“You are everyone you hate and it’s 

ruining your life.”
There’s something so raw and 

personal to me about many of the lines 
on this album. They feel so blunt, so 
unashamed. “This is me,” they seem to 
say, “and it’s not pretty.”

The first song I ever heard off this 
album was “No One Is Ever Going to 
Want Me.” It’s a song with a slow, quiet 
start, with the vocals almost being 
whispered to you. “I ruin everything I 
get my bony hands on,” he sings, just 

before the music starts to pick up a bit.
There’s a deep, hopeless melancholy to 

the song, just like the rest of the album. 
Towards the end is a longer, repetitive 
and relatively quiet guitar passage. Then, 
without warning, it’s broken by a shout. 
The music suddenly explodes in volume 
as the singer cries out “I wanna feel like 
I feel when I’m asleep!” over and over 
again.

It felt like a mental breakdown given 
musical form. And then, as quickly and 
suddenly as it came, it’s all gone quiet 
again.

As corny as it might sound, hearing 
this song was the first time I ever felt 
understood. Not comforted by warm 
vocals, or encouraged by inspiring lyrics 
written by someone with more money 
than I will ever see. Just understood. 
And that’s all I needed in that moment.

The album ends as bleakly as it 
started. The final song is a reprise of 

the first. Nothing good has happened 
in the album’s runtime, nothing has 
changed and there’s no new lease on life 
to celebrate. We’re right back where we 
started.

“Giles Corey” is the ugly-crying of 
sad music. It captures everything about 
the feeling of depression, from its long 
moments of quiet anguish to its sudden 
outbursts of anger and frustration, to 
the sense that it will never pass. It makes 
no concessions to be more “listenable” 
or to make its message or themes more 
accessible.

It paints an unapologetic image of 
someone gasping for air while being 
swallowed up and suffocated by their 
malaise. It’s a deeply harrowing album, 
loud and uncomfortable at times, and 
one of the most important pieces of 
music I’ve ever listened to.

“Giles Corey:” The album about crushing 
you with deafening noise and suffering
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“It captures everything about 
the feeling of depression, 
from its long moments of 
quiet anguish to its sudden 
outbursts of anger and 
frustration, to the sense that 
it will never pass.” 



6   NOVEMBER 10, 2021   |   THE VERMILION

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

Last Friday, I went to my first concert 
since March of 2020. Jack Harlow was 
performing at the House of Blues in New 
Orleans, and I knew I wanted to see him. 

I first heard of Harlow in 2018, vibing 
to his album “Loose” with my friend after 
our shift at the call center on campus. 
Since then, I’ve been hoping he would 
blow up and in 2020 he did just that. 

For months last year all you could hear 
was his smash hit “What’s Poppin”. It was 
doing so well that he made a remix with 
other notable artists like Lil Wayne. Since 
then things have only been going up for 
Harlow. 

As soon as I heard he was going on 
tour, I knew I had to go. I’d been missing 
out on live concerts for over a year and 
figured this being his first big tour I was 
in for a treat. I was 100% right. 

Harlow’s energy from start to finish 
was something I have not seen at a 
concert in a long time. There were no 
fancy outfit changes or pyro, but his stage 
presence was still commanding. You 
could tell he was up there having fun the 
whole time just like the crowd was. 

There were about 800 people there and 
more than half of them were rapping 
along with every word of his songs, 
myself included. Harlow seemed to feed 
off that, letting the crowd do some verses 
on their own. I’ve been in the “pit” before 
for a concert, but it was definitely one of 
the loudest concerts I’ve been to. 

He performed for an hour straight, 
barely taking any breaks besides drinking 

water. Even better was the fact that 
Harlow was live, with no autotune. He 
was just connecting with the crowd—
both with his songs and monologue. 

And by monologue, I mean there are 
often times when you can tell the artist 
has a set of things they’ll always say 
during the concert to get a reaction from 
the crowd. For example, “This is the best 
crowd I’ve had all tour.” Something like 
that is probably repeated by the artist at 
every stop, but with Harlow, you could 

tell he was genuine with his words. 
He told the crowd he would be back 

soon and playing at the Smoothie King 
Center one day. He thanked his tour 
manager who is from New Orleans. And 
right before playing “What’s Poppin” 
as the closing song, he gave one more 
speech. “I want to show the world how 
much they’re sleeping on New Orleans, 
so I’m gonna ask one more time before 
we do this. New Orleans, are you ready?” 
Harlow asked.

He made a good point, because a lot 
of times tours skip over New Orleans for 
some reason. I’m not sure why, but I’m 
glad Harlow liked our energy and will 
come back to the city in the future. 

For anyone sleeping on Jack Harlow, I 
recommend seeing him live. It was one 
of the most lively concerts I’ve ever been 
to, and this is coming from someone 
who went to nine concerts in 2019 alone. 
I can’t wait to see him again and other 
artists live in concert in the future. 

Jack Harlow pops off with high energy 
at NOLA’s House of Blues performance

Photo by Madelyn Myer / The Vermilion

Marie Ducote
COLUMNIST

One day while I was scrolling through 
HBO Max, I stumbled across the first 
season of “DC’s Stargirl.” Now, I have 
always been familiar with the character 
of Stargirl. As a longtime reader and 
watcher of DC Comics content, I vividly 
remember her as a prominent character 
in the cartoon “Justice League Unlimited” 
and as a recurring character in the 
last few seasons of the television show 
“Smallville”. As I started watching the first 
episode of “DC’s Stargirl,” I was surprised 
how much I enjoyed it. 

It first premiered on the ill-fated 
streaming service DC Universe in May 
2020 and premiered a day later on The 
CW before moving exclusively to The 
CW for its second season.  Based on the 
comic book character of the same name, 
the show follows sixteen-year-old 
Courtney Whitmore as she moves from 
sunny California to the small town of 
Blue Valley, Nebraska. She moves across 
the country with her mom and new 
stepdad, Pat Dugan, and step brother 
Mike. One day as she is looking through 
Pat’s things, she discovers the Cosmic 
Staff and finds out that it belonged to 
Starman before he died, and her stepdad 
was his sidekick Stripesy. Both were part 
of the Justice Society of America (JSA.) 
Courtney learns that the JSA’s old 
enemies, the Injustice Society of America 
(ISA,) are back and want to take over the 
world. She becomes Stargirl and recruits 
three of her classmates, Yolanda Montez 
(Wildcat II,) Beth Chapel (Dr. Mid-Nite 
II,) and Rick Tyler (Hourman II,) the son 
of the original Hourman. All are taking 

the mantle of deceased members of the 
original JSA. The four teens form a new 
JSA to save the world along with Pat and 
his robot S.T.R.I.P.E. 

The show’s best quality is the way 
it develops its characters in thirteen 
episodes. At the beginning of the show, 

Courtney is naive about what she is 
getting into, and by the end of the 
season, she is a confident leader and 
selfless hero. Brec Bassinger, who plays 
Courtney Whitmore, does a great job of 
portraying the naive side of Courtney 
and the strength she develops through 
the show. Beth Chapel has some of the 
best development. At the start, she is an 
outcast like the rest of the JSA, but in the 
end, she stands up for herself and carves 
out her own destiny. 

Legacy plays a massive part in the 
characters’ lives. For Pat, it is how to 
honor the memories of his old teammates 
and help guide the heroes of the future. 
For Rick Tyler, it is how to live up to the 
legacy his father left behind. Trying to 
be someone his father would be proud 
of. The new JSA are trying to create their 
own path while also trying to live up to 
what their predecessors left behind. 

Throughout the season, the bonds 
between the characters grow stronger. 
In the beginning, Courtney did not like 
having a new dad and brother. Through 
Pat’s mentoring, she sees that he does 

care for her and sees her as his daughter. 
She learns that you do not have to share 
blood to be a family. When Courtney 
asks her to join the JSA, Yolanda does not 
trust her and thinks the idea of being a 
superhero is ridiculous. Yolanda sees the 
value of relying on people who care about 
you and learns to open up more by the 
end of the season. Through their shared 
goal of defeating the ISA, the JSA learns 
to value each other’s skills and friendship. 

At its core, “DC’s Stargirl” is a love 
letter to comic books. The town of Blue 
Valley has this stuck-in-time quality, and 
everything feels like it is from the fifties. 
I love that the silliness of the medium 
is embraced. The comic references are 
my favorite part. The usage of the JSA is 
significant because they are considered 
the first superhero team. My favorite 
comic book reference is that Blue Valley, 
Nebraska, is the childhood home of Wally 
West, the former Kid Flash. 

“DC’s Stargirl” is an excellent mix of 
the old and the new, and it is the perfect 
show for everyone.

“At its core, DC’s Stargirl is a 
love letter to comic books. 
The town of Blue Valley has 
this stuck-in-time quality, 
and everything feels like it is 
from the fifties.” 

DC’s Stargirl proves to be binge-worthy 
with its faithfulness to the original comics
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