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Lena Foster
NEWS EDITOR

The Edith Garland Dupré Library at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
obtained a grant from the American 
Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for 
Libraries to develop the LGBTQ+ 
collection.

According to Zachary Stein, head of 
special collections at the library, people 
in Acadiana donate to the collection; 
however, the library did not have many 
resources related to the LGBTQ+ 
community.

“And what I’ve been wanting to do is 
collect materials that represent the LGBT 
community in Acadiana since they’re a 
very important part of Acadiana,” Stein 
said. “Sadly, our collections are very much 
lacking in that particular topic.” 

 The American Rescue Plan: Humanities 
Grants for Libraries, funded by The 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
provides funds to libraries affected by the 
pandemic. 

Stein shared how the university library 
was affected by COVID-19 with the 
postponement of two events that library 
workers were trying to put on in the midst 
of a public health crisis. 

According to the American Library 
Association website, “With funding 
from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) through the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021, the American 
Library Association (ALA) will distribute 
$2 million in American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) funding to help anchor libraries 
as strong humanities institutions as they 

emerge and rebuild from the pandemic.”
Stein and other colleagues submitted 

the application for the grant at the 
beginning of December and were notified 
later in January. They received the grant in 
the amount of $10,000 on March 1. 

The library plans to use the money to 
expand the library’s LGBTQ+ items.

“We thought this would be a great 
opportunity for us to bolster our holdings 
with regards to LGBT materials,” Stein 
said. “And additionally with that, what we 
want to do is also kind of bring awareness 
to the idea of like LGBT theory with 
regards to archives,” Stein said. 

To fulfill this objective, the library 
intends to: establish an advisory board 
with students, professors and community 
members; invite speakers who can talk 
about archiving LGBTQ+ material; 
and hire an undergraduate research 
assistant that will research any potential 
information that could be used for the 
collection. 

According to Stein, the money would 
also be used to purchase items for but 
not limited to the benefit of gender and 
sexuality studies minors, public history 
students, sociology students and anyone 
interested in learning about LGBTQ+ 
history. 

This announcement also comes at a 
time when Lafayette Public Library is 
experiencing controversy over displaying 
LGBTQ+ related books. UL Lafayette 
students see the university accepting this 
grant as an opportunity for the school to 
stand out in a positive way. 

“It’s super refreshing to see these 
efforts taking place in our library. The 

political activity and book banning from 
the Lafayette Public Library over the last 
several years has been disappointing, 
to say the least, but I am proud that UL 
Lafayette’s library rivals this, frequently 
taking on initiatives to ensure minority 
voices are heard,” Zack Schleter, secretary 
of Delta Lambda Phi, said. 

Cody Barbier is the president of GLASS 
on UL Lafayette’s campus and believes this 
project is something needed, especially 
with this controversial discussion 
becoming a national concern. According 
to Barbier, people shouldn’t keep LGBTQ+ 
material away or make those in the 
LGBTQ+ community feel like anything 

less than human. 
“People are always trying to frame it in 

a way that’s sexual and inappropriate, and 
it’s like, people are just living their lives. 
It’s completely normal,” Barbier said. “It’s 
not something that should be hidden.” 

The grant will last for six months. The 
university will need to spend the money 
by Aug. 31. 

Even with potential criticism, Stein 
shared how he will not back down from 
the project and will defend it if necessary. 

“It’s very important for us to make sure 
that these stories are being told, that these 
histories are being preserved and also that 
these people are being heard,” Stein said. 

University library receives grant 
for expanded LGBTQ collection

Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

On March 10, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette hosted a lecture 
by David Mikics where he spoke on the 
work of his friend and teacher, the late 
literary critic Harold Bloom. The talk has 
sparked controversy and resulted in a 
teach-in being organized the day before 
the lecture.

The lecture came as part of the 
Flora Levy Humanities Series, which 
was started in 1980 by UL Lafayette’s 
longest-serving faculty member Maurice 
DuQuesnay, who passed away in July of 
last year. 

The lectures were made possible by 
Flora Levy, who donated her estate to 
create the series. Up until his passing, 
DuQuesnay had been the one to organize 
the lectures, and Mikics had been the 
last arranged lecture before DuQuesnay’s 
passing.

Both Bloom and Mikics have been 
viewed as controversial figures. Author 
Naomi Wolf had previously accused 
Bloom of placing his hand on her inner 
thigh while she was a 20-year-old student 
at Yale.

During his lecture in Oliver Hall, 
Mikics was asked about the Wolf 
allegation and responded by saying that it 

was the only accusation and that Bloom 
did not recall it ever happening.

“To my knowledge, there’s only one 
accusation, and that is the accusation by 
Naomi Wolf that at a party, Bloom placed 
his hand on her knee or the inside of her 
leg, something of that sort. And that’s not 
corroborated by anyone else. I mean, it’s 
an accusation that should be taken very 
seriously, like all accusations of sexual 
harassment,” Mikics said. “But it is the 
fact that that’s merely her accusation. 
He doesn’t remember this ever having 
happened.”

Bloom had also been accused of having 
“intimate entanglements with female 
students,” according to an article by The 
New York Times Magazine.

Mikics himself had drawn controversy, 
mainly due to his articles written for 
Tablet Magazine, particularly “The 
Meaning of Bad Sex,” written about the 
#MeToo movement, and “The ‘Noble 
Lies’ of the New Race Politics,” in which 
he writes that racial equity is “our current 
fetish.” He went on in this article to reject 
some objectives of the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

“The policy goals that BLM and 
its allies have championed are either 
unrealizable (abolishing prisons) 
or harmful to the Black community 
(defunding police),” Mikics wrote.

In response to the lecture, the UL 

Lafayette Equity, Diversity, Inclusion 
and Decolonization Committee and the 
Gender and Sexuality Studies committee 
organized a teach-in on March 9 to speak 
on some of the issues presented.

Clancy Ratliff, Assistant English 
Department Head, spoke at the teach-in 
on the allegations that had been leveled 
against Bloom and the connotations of 
hosting a lecture about him despite that.

“Having a lecture that kind of pays 
homage to a critic’s work who has 
these associations with his name is the 
type of thing that can contribute to 
an environment where students feel 
discouraged to speak up when they have 
been mistreated by people in authority,” 
she said.

Sheri Lazare, who made the lecture 
possible following the passing of 
DuQuesnay, said she hadn’t been aware of 
the controversy beforehand.

“I was sorry to hear that they didn’t 
want to come to the lecture and have that 
dual voice, because again, that’s what a 
college campus is for,” Lazare said. “I do 
wish that they felt like they could come 
and have that dialogue.”

Following the lecture by Mikics, some 
of the students in attendance shared their 
thoughts.

Tatum Miller, a freshman majoring in 
chemical engineering, noted the biblical 
references throughout the lecture.

“I thought it was interesting how he 
referenced biblical stories and stuff and 
applied it to the literature throughout 
America when most of the biblical stories 
happened in the Middle East,” she said. 
“So I thought it was a good comparison.”

Gracie Nelams, a junior in English, 
shared that the lecture had been a good 
introduction to Bloom’s work.

“I had honestly no idea who he was, but 
I thought this was a pretty good overview 
and I wrote down some of his works that 
I’m probably going to go and look into 
later,” she said.

Lazare spoke on the upcoming plans for 
the Flora Levy Humanities Series, sharing 
that a board will be formed to take ideas 
for future events and lectures.

“We’re gonna have a meeting, bring 
everybody in, announce these are the 
people who are on the board, bring them 
your ideas because we want all possible 
ideas,” she said. “And we aren’t going to 
limit it, and we don’t even know if we’ll 
have themes or genres that we might 
follow into. It’s just gonna kind of be 
‘where do you think we should go?’”

Guest lecture on polarizing literature 
critic Harold Bloom sparks controversy
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David Mikics speaks at a lecture in Oliver Hall on March 10.
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Book display of Harold Bloom’s work at Oliver Hall on March 10.
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LGBTQ book display in the Edith Garland Dupré Library on March 13.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford 

Mar. 12
• At 4:23 p.m., an officer was dispatched in reference to a walk-in complaint of 
stalking.

• At 6:05 p.m., a crash occurred at 235 Cajundome Blvd between a 2010 Chevy 
Malibu and a 2001 Ford F350. No injuries were reported.

Mar. 11
• At 12:34 p.m., someone filed a complaint of harassment from her ex-
roommate. 

Mar. 10
• At 11:15 a.m., an officer was dispatched to the UL Police Department in 
reference to a stolen Google Pixel 3 cell phone at Madison Hall

Mar. 9
• At 12:59 p.m., an employee at the New Iberia Research Center reported a 
damaged gate control device.

Mar. 8
• At 8:14 p.m., officers were dispatched to the Cajundome in reference to an 
individual leaving his belongings in the red corner and urinating there. They 
were warned not to return to the Cajundome.

Mar. 7
• At 6:50 p.m., a student reported a car burglary that happened at Legacy Park 
around two weeks ago. A school bag with school supplies, $20 and a Lenovo 
laptop were stolen from their vehicle.

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The price of gas has risen to an all-time 
high across the country, costing more 
than it ever has in history.

According to American Automobile 
Association, the national average for the 
price of gas is $4.32.

It is likely that this will not last for days 
or weeks, but months, with the prices set 
to increase even more.

“Even as prices are expected to decline 
after May, the average is expected to 
remain over $4 until November,” a USA 
today article states.

After a brief period of minor increase, 
gas prices have risen dramatically due to 
the conflict between Ukraine and Russia 
as the U.S. is no longer importing oil 
from Russia. 

“Americans have never seen gasoline 
prices this high, nor have we seen the 
pace of increases so fast and furious,” 
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy said. “That 
combination makes this situation all 
the more remarkable and intense, with 
crippling sanctions on Russia curbing 
their flow of oil, leading to the massive 
spike in the price of all fuels: gasoline, 
diesel, jet fuel and more.” 

Students feel they are the ones that are 
having to afford the price of gas while 
other people are making decisions that 
directly affect them and the country. 

“I hate that there is a war going on and 
that it is having such a huge effect on us,” 
Austin Shaw, a sophomore, said.

One student suggested that oil 
companies should be paying more 
instead of regular citizens. 

 “Instead of putting all the burden 
on citizens to pay the rising gas prices, 
maybe just make it where oil companies 
do not make tons of money,” Christopher 
Marcantel, a junior majoring in civil 
engineering, said.

Marcantel is a front desk worker in 
the residence halls and is paid minimum 
wage every two weeks. He only works the 
number of hours that he is scheduled as a 
student worker.

“When I filled up a couple of days ago 
it was $35, so nearly half of my check,” 
Marcantel said.

The price to fill up a car has 
dramatically risen in the past several 
weeks and is likely to continue rising. 
Sophomore Kendall Umeozulu, who 
owns a Toyota Corolla, is not driving very 
much because of the gas prices. It has 
been two weeks since he has filled up his 
car.

The cost to fill up a tank of gas is 
steadily climbing. According to Rocket 
HQ calculated at $3.85/gallon, “A car 
with a 12-gallon tank costs $46.20 to fill 
up while a larger car with a 15-gallon 
tank costs $57.75.”

The price to fill up a tank will affect 
students financially, and they are directly 
seeing the effects of the climbing gas 
prices. 

“My car is a 16-gallon tank, and it is 
also a V6 engine, and it takes about $64 
to fill it up,” Shaw said. 

The major solution to the gas prices 
for most students is simply to not drive 
as far or as often. Students are staying on 
campus and many are not going home to 
visit their families. 

“My family does live in New Iberia, 
and I have family in Texas, so I would not 
be able to drive as much and visit,” Shaw 
said. 

Most students are living and working 
on campus but have limited income and 
are making minimum wage. Students 
have a limited amount of money and the 
rising prices will affect them financially. 

“I am a college student, and I should 
not be paying that for gas,” Umeozulu 
said. “I do not have the funds, and I am 
trying to focus on school right now.”

Gas prices soar following
Russia-Ukraine conflict

COVID-19 dashboard reports 3 new 
cases last week, university total at 2,039
Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

There were 3 new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of March 12, according 
to the university’s COVID-19 dashboard 

on Mar. 13.
According to the dashboard as of 

Sunday at 3:38 p.m., the university 
reported that 311 students and 505 
faculty and staff members contracted the 
virus, and 1,223 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 2,039 

cases among students, faculty and staff at 
UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 

were taken by off-campus health care 
providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

As of Sunday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with The 
Vermilion for more updates.
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Chevron gas station on Johnston Street showing prices over $4 taken on March 13.
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Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

The Student Affairs Division at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette will 
be hosting the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Bus Tour on Saturday, March 19 from 
7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

The event will give students the 
opportunity to learn about the Civil 
Rights movement by exploring several 
landmarks in Jackson, Mississippi. All 
students are welcomed.

Dean of Students Margarita Perez 
said that there will be a packet given to 
each student, containing multiple pages 
of information with a QR code at the 
bottom to learn more about each stop 
along the way. 

Perez shared how important the tour is 
for students. 

“I think we can learn from history, 
and I think it’s important to know the 
history of the Civil Rights Movement; 
the way that ordinary people took an 
extraordinary risk to blaze the trail for 
future generations,” Perez said. “I think 
we can take those lessons and put them to 
use in everyday life.”

The Student Affairs Division at UL 
Lafayette decided to create a packet for 
students who may not know much about 
the bus tour. 

Brianna Sleeth, an interior designer 
senior, shared her thoughts on the 
upcoming tour. 

“I think it’s a great idea because, 
especially in today’s political climate, I 
feel like it’s important to remember where 
we came from, and I think it would be 
really important for people of today to 
go to famous monuments where serious 

events took place,” Sleeth said. “I honestly 
wish I could go, because I feel like this 
would be very beneficial to not just me 
but also my knowledge in telling other 
people about where we came from in our 
history.” 

Other students think that this tour will 
benefit students in understanding current 
events. 

“I think people need to realize that 
there are still some political situations 
that are still happening to this day, and 
it’s important to learn the past mistakes 
of others so that we, as a society, do not 
repeat history,” freshman Olivia Martyn, 
majoring in Kinesiology, said.

This event will be held more as a field 
trip than an actual school program. 
Rather, it is a volunteer trip for the 
students of Lafayette to gain knowledge 
of the Civil Rights Movement.

On the website, students can read facts 
about how the Civil Rights Movement 
was born, and how Mississippians stood 
up for what they believed in. 

“Rev. George Lee of Belzoni was killed 
after speaking at a 1955 voter registration 
rally, and about a Jackson synagogue that 
was bombed in 1967 after Rabbi Perry 
Nussbaum spoke out in support of racial 
justice,” the website reads. 

“The Greyhound Bus Station in 
Jackson where the riders disembarked 
is now part of the trail. Markers are also 
found at a Biloxi beach where a peaceful 
wade-in was met with violence in 1960, 
on the grounds of the State Capitol where 
James Meredith’s ‘March Against Fear’ 
concluded in 1966, and outside William 
Chapel in Ruleville where early civil 
rights activists gathered for meetings.” 

University to host Civil Rights-themed 
bus tour in Jackson, Mississippi

Graduate Boo Milton gives eye glasses to 
children in need, speaks about activism
Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Emmanuel “Boo” Milton graduated 
from the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette in 2017 with a degree in music 
business and now is an entrepreneur 
whose community activism has made a 
huge impact in the community. 

He is the owner of the company “Cure 
with Love Strategies” and has led several 
programs including Spark Box which 
helps kids with creative thinking, and the 
Brighter Future Program, which gives 
free glasses to children who need them. 

Starting in 2021, the program helped 
90 kids in East Baton Rouge Parish get 
the glasses that they needed by giving 
them free eye exams and then free 
glasses. 

“We have the ability to create devices 
that help people see better. I feel like 
glasses almost should be something 
free that we can just get off the shelves,” 
Milton said. “I feel like that’s something 
that everybody should have access to.”

According to the 2021 report for the 
program, 88% of children they saw 
needed glasses, and over 50% were from 
impoverished areas. 

Milton said that a lot of the children 
they worked with fell under A.L.I.C.E., 
which stands for asset limited, income 
restrained employed. 

“It’s that demographic of people who, 
as long as they work and everything is 
going well, they can make it day to day,” 
Milton said. “But if something happens, 
and they need an extra 200 or 400 dollars, 
it can detrimentally screw their life over. 
So, the reason why I’m bringing all that 
up is because over 50% of Baton Rouge is 
A.L.I.C.E.”

Milton said that he would like to 

expand the program in the future, but 
because of funding, he was limited to the 
EBRP area. 

“The current grant that I’m working 
with, has the parameters of East Baton 
Rouge Parish, so the amount of funding 
is allotted to East Baton Rouge Parish 
for stuff like this,” Milton said. “So I’d be 
breaching contract if I went outside, but 
I mean, I could go outside and do things, 
but I can’t use any of that money for that.”

The Brighter Future Program was 
funded by Dr. Smith’s Eye Care, who 
performed the examinations, ReCast 
Baton Rouge, Red Stick Schools Guide, 
90 WAFB, brproud.com, Mayor-President 
Sharon Weston Broome, Councilwoman 
Carolyn Coleman and EBRPSS School 
Board Member Dadrius Lanus. 

Milton discovered a love of helping the 
community shortly after graduation. 

“I made a lot of great connections with 
people, just in general, and I just saw 
myself in a lot of different people that I 
was speaking to everyday over the radio,” 
Milton said. “And I wanted to help people 
that had similar experiences to mine. 
And whenever I left radio, I got really 
deep into community organizing, just 
because I felt a spiritual lead to like, just 
really go into community organizing.”

The program is currently on hold, but 
Milton has plans to start it back up in 
the near future after he can make it more 
financially sustainable. 

“I’m just putting it to the side for a 
moment,” he said. “And then whenever 
I feel like the opportunity presents itself, 
then I’ll relaunch it. But it was very 
successful for the first one, but success 
doesn’t always equate to sustainability.”

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Flyer for the Mississippi Civil Rights Tour taken on March 13.
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Emmanuel “Boo” Milton, UL Lafayette graduate, is an entrepreneur and activist.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

Head Coach Bobby Marlin and his 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns men’s basketball 
squad put it all together during their 
Sun Belt Conference tournament 
run. Coming in as the No. 8 seed and 
knocking off the No. 1 seeded Texas State 
Bobcats on their way to a conference 
championship appearance, Cajun fans got 
a taste of what this team was fully capable 
of all season long.

Despite coming up just short and 
losing to a fiery Georgia State team, it was 
a tremendous effort the Ragin’ Cajuns put 
together when many counted them out.

“I’m real proud. I’m glad to be a part 
of the family that we’ve built, and I’m 
looking forward to the future that we’re 
going to build,” guard Greg Williams 
Jr. said after the Cajuns’ conference 
championship appearance. “I think that 
it’s a bad, but good, feeling, because I 
can’t wait until we start next year.”

In a year when many expected 
Louisiana to dominate conference play 
and run over opponents due to their 
exceptional roster, it was a rollercoaster 
ride for Marlin’s group. Getting a 
majority of the roster healthy, and with 
continuity at its best late in the season, it 
all clicked once the team got to Pensacola 
for the tournament.

But Pensacola wasn’t an entirely 
uplifting time for Louisiana. During their 
tournament run, Coach Marlin suffered 
a loss bigger than their championship 
game. With the death of his mother 
occurring Sunday, Marlin went back to 
Mississippi to be there for his family after 
their upset victory over No. 1 seed Texas 
State.

Making it back in time for the 
semifinal game against Troy, it’s safe to 
say Marlin had more than just Cajun fans 
elevating his team to victory.

For Louisiana, this roster from top to 

bottom showed what they were made 
of. With both Greg Williams Jr. and 
Jordan Brown being selected to the All-
Tournament team and the rest of this 
squad showing up in big moments, it 
was an all-around performance for the 
Cajuns. Something they were all proud to 
be a part of.

“I was just really excited (about) how 
well we fought and how positive we 
(were) mentally and physically. I’m just 
excited to get ready to work next year,” 
guard Jalen Dalcourt   said after their 
tournament run. “The guys, we just took 

this one on the chin. And all just were 
talking about working next season to get 
back to this. We don’t like this feeling at 
all.”

A major piece to the Cajuns success 
throughout the tournament, and much 
of the season as a whole, was Arizona 
transfer Jordan Brown. Leaving it all on 
the floor and coming up with big time 
performances when this group needed 
them most, it was Brown who answered 
the call.

Scoring 31 points in Louisiana’s victory 
over Texas State and 24 points in the 

championship game against Georgia 
State, Brown’s consistency was a major 
factor in getting this team over the hump 
down the stretch of the Cajuns season.

Now, this Louisiana squad looks to 
ride this momentum into the off season, 
where they can continue growing as 
one. Despite a difficult regular season, 
it’s better late than never for this group, 
as their tournament success proves the 
future is bright for this program.

“We’re very excited,” Marlin said about 
the future. “And we expect to be back 
next year fighting for a championship.”

Ragin’ Cajuns come up just short in SBC 
championship game, talk bright future

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns softball 
program continued its excellent stretch 
into their first Sun Belt Conference 
matchup against the Georgia State 
Panthers last weekend. They opened 
the series on Friday, March 11 to an 
attendance of nearly 1,500 fans. As 
the team had only dropped games to 
nationally ranked Alabama and LSU, 
expectations continued to be high.

Both teams’ bats remained quiet in the 
first and second innings. The Panthers’ 
junior third base Bailee Richardson 
opened the scoring in the third with a 
single up the middle, and sophomore 
catcher Carolyn Deady would add 
an insurance run in the fourth with a 
solo home run off a 2–2 pitch count. 
The Cajuns answered with a first-pitch 
homer from freshman shortstop Alexa 

Langeliers to put the game at 1–2.
Deady would hit another solo home 

run to put the game out of reach in the 
seventh, and freshman left fielder Chloe 
Middlebrooks would score the last run, 
mercifully ending the game at 1–4.

The Sisyphean struggle of pitching 
this game for the Cajuns fell to All-
Louisiana award-winning junior pitcher 
Kandra Lamb, and taking into account 
that this was a six-inning, 132-pitch 
outing, three earned runs started to 
sound like a reasonable expectation. 
Coupled with next to no run support, 
though, and pitching at any level of the 
sport becomes a nightmare and a near-
guaranteed mark in the loss column (just 
ask Felix Hernandez.)

The Cajuns’ next game on Saturday 
would see both teams kick into high 
gear early and put major pressure on 
the starting pitchers. A bases-loaded 
walk would open the scoring in favor 
of the Cajuns in the first inning. Four 

huge home runs would follow in the 
second and third: for the Panthers, a 
leadoff from junior first base Sophie 
Mooney and a two-run homer to left 
field courtesy of Richardson; and for 
the Cajuns, a first-pitch three-run shot 
to left from sophomore catcher Sophie 
Piskos, followed by a center-field homer 
from freshman second base Stormy 
Kotzelnick. 

The Cajuns would continue to pour 
on runs in the fourth and fifth with two 
more home runs from sophomore third 
base Jordyn Campbell and freshman 
center fielder Maddie Hayden. The 
Panthers would attempt to mount a 
comeback in the sixth inning, scoring 
two unearned runs off of two separate 
infield errors. The push would soon 
fizzle out, and the final score would 
stand at 10–6.

Sun Belt Pitcher of the Week, junior 
Meghan Schorman, started and was 
credited with the win for the Cajuns, and 

fellow junior Vanessa Foreman closed 
the game with no earned runs through 
three innings.

The final game of the series on Sunday 
saw the Cajuns dominate in a fashion 
they typically reserve for small in-
state teams. The game would feature 
no Panthers runs and would end 9–0, 
featuring three home runs across four 
innings from Piskos, freshman first base 
Taylor Roman, and junior outfielder 
Karly Heath respectively. Piskos would 
end the game with an impressive two 
hits, two runs, and a stolen base.

The entire shutout was handled by 
Lamb, who handled 18 at-bats in 76 
pitches with just three hits allowed and 
five strikeouts mixed in.

These wins bring the team’s record to 
15–5, tied for best overall in the SBC, 
and help validate the national-level 
ambitions that this team and fanbase 
carry.

Cajuns Softball Wins Alumni 
Weekend against Georgia State

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Jordan Brown struggles to pass the ball against Georgia State on Jan. 29.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Meghan Shorman throws a pitch against Georgia State on March 11.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

The Cajuns’ season opened with an 8–2 
start, aided by impressive stats on both 
sides of the ball. Paramount to the team’s 
early confidence was an amazing four-
game winning streak in late November 
that proved the Cajuns were among the 
best heading into conference play. An 
early string of cancellations in January 
wouldn’t throw the team off its pace as it 
built up to 17–6, the third-best record in 
the Sun Belt Conference, due to another 
stellar four-game winning streak, its best 
effort yet, to close out the regular season.

Cajuns absolutely refused to score 
under 50 points more than once in 
any of their conference matchups, 
almost always giving themselves a shot 
to win with offense. All season, the 
Cajuns had maintained exceptional 
efficiency, ranking inside the top 15 
nationally for field goal percentage. In 
the aforementioned stretch, the team put 
up an average 45% against some of its 
toughest competition all season, proving 
the stats weren’t just for show.

Defense also contributed in this 
stretch, helping the Cajuns rank top 25 
in opposing field goal percentage and 
combining with offense for a top 10 
differential. This came up huge in the last 
four games of the season: the Cajuns’ last 
four opponents were held to an average 
of 32.4% on field goals and 25% from 
three-point range.

All of this earned the Cajuns a first-
round bye going into the SBC Women’s 
Tournament in Pensacola, Florida, which 
they started with a bang on March 4, 
running the Texas State Bobcats off the 
court, 71–46. Great defensive energy 
early held the opposition to five points 
in the first quarter, and the Cajuns 

found their offensive rhythm in the 
second half to put the game out of reach 
for good. The back court carried the 
scoring as freshman Lanay Wheaton and 
sophomore Makayia Hallmon combined 
for 37 points on 62% shooting.

Next would come the University of 
Texas at Arlington Mavericks. Scoring 
would remain dead even throughout the 
first half, but the Mavericks’ superior 
ball movement would open up for them 
in the fourth quarter, letting them pull 
away and win 75–65. The Cajuns’ passing 
lanes were thoroughly shut down, as 
they would lose the assist battle 4–22. 
Wheaton would again lead the Cajuns in 
scoring with 24 points on 63% effective 
field goal, and Mavericks forward Starr 
Jacobs would record an impressive 28 
points and 10 rebounds.

Again, every player on the roster 
deserves credit for this season, but when 
push came to shove in the tournament, 
the coaching staff called Wheaton, 
Hallmon, Tamera Johnson, and Destiny 
Rice’s numbers. All of these players will 
hopefully be back and ready to go for 
another run next season. Honorable 
mention goes to junior Brandi Williams, 
who led the team this season in points 
and steals per game on the team’s best 
shooting efficiency.

Our lone graduating player this season 
will be former SBC All-Conference Team 
member and Defensive Player of the 
Year, Ty’Reona Doucet. For four seasons, 
the Cajuns could count on Doucet 
consistently for 12 points on over 50% 
from the field, eight boards, and almost 
two blocks a game. Defensively, she 
anchored the team and was always due 
for a big game when a conference rival 
came to town. Her skill and energy will 
definitely be missed.

Louisiana women’s basketball team 
season finishes in the SEC semifinals

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Ty’reona Doucet reaches for a rebound against Arkansas State on Feb. 5.

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Caira Wren looks to pass the ball in a game against the Troy Trojans on Jan. 13.
Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Niu Rong, Red Panda, performs during halftime on Jan. 29.

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Makayia Hallmon pushes the ball upcourt on Jan. 13. 
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Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Health at Every Size movement is 
a twisted cesspool of what was once the 
beautiful body positivity movement, and 
I say this as an overweight woman myself. 

Starring Tess Holiday, an 
internationally renowned plus size model 
and fat-activist, the Health at Every Size 
movement condemns the idea of losing 
weight. 

On the post of a fan of hers who posted 
before and after photos of weight loss, 
she commented that it was disgracing her 
pre-weightless body. 

“Truly being body positive is realizing 
that all bodies are valid, even your 

“before” photos,” Holiday wrote in a now 
deleted comment. “Hope you get a lot of 
attention from this post since that’s what 
you are clearly looking for.”

This conversation and more 
background can be found on the 
YouTube channel, My Thoughts Will 
Probably Offend You, which is run by a 
formerly obese fitness trainer.  

And, even if you believe that health at 
every size is a reality, whether you’re at 
800lbs or 80, some health-positive people 
have compared fatphobia to racism, 
sexism and homophobia. 

One Sage Journal author writes, “We 
fail to acknowledge that fat is a social 
justice issue, too. In this article, I argue 
that fatphobia is a system of oppression 

worthy of greater theoretical and 
empirical consideration in humanist 
sociology.”

The other issue with the Health at 
Every Size movement is that it does 
not include those who are skinny or 
muscular. 

“Say something and you’re too slim/
beautiful to be allowed an opinion. 
Say nothing, and you’re complicit/
empowering the patriarchy/not checking 
your privilege,” writes Nikki Stamp, Ph.D. 
in the Sydney Morning Herald about 
Jameela Jamil who has received backlash 
about her opinions on diet culture 
because she is thin. 

Yes, it is true that those in poverty 
are more likely to be overweight and 

unhealthy because of the cheapness and 
accessibility of fast food, however, being 
morbidly obese, unlike race, gender or 
sexuality, is a choice. 

It is also okay to not be attracted to 
someone because of their size, same as 
with face shape, height, gender, religion, 
or even if their fashion sense is garbage. 
You do not have to date anyone for any 
reason. 

On the flip side, that does not mean to 
treat people with disrespect because of 
how they look or what they believe.

The body positivity movement in itself 
is also a beautiful thing because people 
do come in all shapes and sizes, but that 
doesn’t make it healthy to be over or 
under a certain range. 

According to NHS, being underweight 
can cause hair loss, stunted growth, 
anemia, or iron deficiency and 
osteoporosis, which causes weak and thin 
bones. 

“If you’re underweight, it’s likely that 
you’re not eating a healthy, balanced diet, 
which can lead to you lacking nutrients 
that your body needs to work properly,” 
the article reads. 

Being obese also comes with its own 
set of issues, including type two diabetes, 
caused by high blood sugar, which can 
cause kidney disease, a heart attack or a 
stroke. Other issues include heart disease, 
fatty liver disease, osteoarthritis because 
of increased pressure on your joints, 
kidney disease, and even some cancers, 
according to the National Institute of 
Diabetics and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases. 

Having said all that, there is nothing 
wrong with loving and respecting your 
body. I struggle with overeating, and 
there are some days when I look down 
at my stomach with absolute disgust. 
But I want to get healthy, and I want to 
have more days when I love myself, and 
the Health at Every Size movement does 
everything to discourage that. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

SATIRE — The University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette has been declared an actual 
“R1” university by the Sullivan Scale of 
Schools, according to an announcement 
made by university officials on Friday. 

UL Lafayette received an “R1” rating 
from Sullivan, which stands for “real 
one.” For the first time ever, and for all 
intents and purposes, our school is now 
actually a school.

Prior to the announcement, UL 
Lafayette wasn’t actually a university 
at all. There’s no legal restriction that 
prevents just any group of people from 
calling themselves a university, and that’s 
exactly what we’ve been doing. Contrary 
to popular belief, all the buildings, 
residence halls, classes and tuition were 
pretend. They were just for fun.

“We thought it would be kinda neat to 
do the whole college thing,” a university 
spokesperson said in a statement to The 
Vermilion. “Dr. Savoie’s name isn’t even 
Savoie, it’s just Michael. We met him 
in the Taco Bell parking lot and asked 
him to be our president in exchange for 
a cheesy bean and rice burrito. He said 
yes.” 

Understandably, this might come as 
a shock to the thousands of students 
who are currently “enrolled,” as well as 
students that have already “graduated.” 
Anyone would be upset to learn that a 
degree they spent four or more years to 
complete is really just a fancy piece of 
paper. If readers at home look closely 
at their diplomas, they might actually 
be able to see that they’re all printed on 
recycled wet wipes and lost dog posters. 

Some students are probably wondering 
where all of their hard-earned tuition 
money has been going, if not to a real 

university. 
“That’s a good question. A question 

that we get a lot, actually. It’s a very 
important question to answer, and that’s 
why we’re answering it now,” UL Lafayette 
Director of Finance Ashwagandha 
Grapefruit said in a statement to The 
Vermilion.

“We love answering students’ questions 
because we love the students. We love 
the students because they give us money. 
We love money because really, that’s what 
education is all about.” 

Students have also taken to social 
media with concerns about what this 
new “R1” designation means for campus 
life in general. For the average student, 

nothing will fundamentally change. 
Classes will continue as normal, and the 
Cypress Lake dining hall has announced 
that the ketchup dispensers will remain 
empty in perpetuity. 

Researchers working at UL Lafayette 
will receive one (1) additional bathroom 
break and a box of Little Debbie’s Cosmic 
Brownies. This both serves as a reward 
for the hard work it took to establish UL 
Lafayette as an “R1” school and support 
further research in a variety of fields. 

Because UL Lafayette didn’t technically 
exist until this week, every scientific 
study and academic paper written before 
that point don’t actually mean anything. 
Professors who were hoping to win 

awards for their articles on Keynesian 
Jet Skiing in the 19th century and 
the Queering of the Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand will have to start from scratch. 

Even though the university won’t 
change much as a result of this news, that 
special Ragin’ Cajun charm will always 
remain. College students aren’t really 
paying for an education, they’re paying 
for an experience. They’ve come to 
appreciate the poor drainage, the moldy 
buildings, the lack of transparency and 
everything else that makes UL Lafayette 
what it is. This is the school we know and 
love, and we wouldn’t change it for the 
world.

SATIRE

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
officially recognized as university

Corruption of body positivity movement 
causes new, dangerous health risks

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Graphic by Julia McDow
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

I am always hesitant when a new 
superhero movie is announced, especially 
when it’s Batman. In recent years, I have 
been underwhelmed with adaptations of 
the character. But when “The Batman” 
was announced, I kept an open mind. 
Maybe this time, I will actually enjoy this 
interpretation. 

I was pleasantly surprised with 
how much I enjoyed the movie. “The 
Batman” takes place two years into Bruce 
Wayne’s career as the Caped Crusader. 
This film is separate from the main DC 
Extended Universe; it is a part of its 
own shared universe. All of our classic 
Batman characters are present, Alfred 
Pennyworth, James Gordon, Catwoman, 
Riddler and the Penguin. While 
watching, it did feel like I was reading a 

comic.
This version of Batman is not the 

one we are used to seeing. He is not the 
fine-tuned detective of past movies. This 
is a man trying to figure out what type 
of hero he wants to be and still making 
mistakes along the way. We see the rise 
of heroes and villains. Alliances and 
enemies are forged that will be helpful 
later down the line.

It is a classic film noir; the mystery that 
unravels keeps you engrossed. The movie 
is dark and atmospheric. The endless plot 
twists keep everything moving forward. 
I was at the edge of my seat, wondering 
what would happen next? The three 
hours seemed to fly by because of how 
tightly written and edited the film is. But, 
I will say, some scenes went on a little 
longer than they needed to.

Robert Pattinson has transformed into 
Batman, his performance is filled with 

so much intensity. Pattinson conveys the 
internal conflict Bruce Wayne has and the 
weight he has on his shoulders in trying 
to be a hero. He really does bring Bruce 
Wayne/Batman to life. 

Gotham City has come alive through 
the screen. We explore the criminal 
underworld and the people who inhabit 
it. Something is always creeping below 
the surface, waiting to be revealed. 
Everyone in the city knows someone or 
something is lurking in the shadows.

“The Batman” is a deep dive into 
the minds of these fictional characters 
and their motivations. The Riddler and 
Batman are playing a game of cat and 
mouse throughout. One of them is always 
ahead of the other; the clock is ticking on 
who will succeed by the final act. 

This version of the Riddler is absolutely 
terrifying. He seems like something 
straight out of a horror movie. I get 

chills just thinking about it. There is 
an uneasiness to him; you never know 
his next action. You wonder, as he gets 
deeper into his plan, “will good triumph 
over evil? Will Batman defeat him? Or 
will the Riddler be back in the future for 
revenge?”

I am excited that Catwoman also 
played a massive part in this movie, and 
we see her grow into herself. She gives 
another perspective to Batman and 
makes her own path in the end. 

Very few movies have made me 
speechless, and “The Batman” did just 
that. As the credits rolled, I just stared 
at the screen, stunned, trying to soak up 
what I just watched. 

“The Batman” is an exciting thrill ride 
that I cannot wait to watch again. 

Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

I’ve been spending a lot of time 
dwelling on the past, on things that 
happened and things that didn’t happen.

Most of my school years are a messy 
blur to me. There aren’t many concrete 
events I remember, but I remember 
the general depression I was stuck in at 
the time, and how my thoughts always 
drifted to things I wanted that I couldn’t 
have.

I wanted to be taller, I wanted to be 
hotter, to have a close group of friends, a 
girlfriend, and whatever else teenage boys 
wanted. I wanted people to go out with, 
and people who wanted to be with me.

After graduating from high school, I 
remember sitting on the roof of a multi-
story car park late at night, looking at 
a starless sky in complete disbelief at 

what had happened. I’d gone through 
four years of high school, never once 
having a taste of anything that I thought 
would make me happy. I went through 
everything I could remember, trying to 
piece something together, trying to figure 
out how things turned out that way.

Was it because I didn’t talk enough 
when I was little, so I never learned how 
to talk to people when I got a bit older? 
Because I went to a predominantly 
white school and looked different from 
everyone else? Because I tried to connect 
with people and kept being socially 
rejected to the point where I receded into 
myself?

Probably a mix of all those things. It 
doesn’t really matter now that it’s over, 
but to this day, I can’t help but feel I was 
robbed of my childhood. I mean, the 
world keeps turning, and I’m still alive. 
I’ve been starting to have some of those 

experiences I missed out on.
But it’s a heavy task to make up for 

lost time. Even if you somehow manage 
to do all the things you thought you’d be 
doing as a kid, it’s not the same. Because 
you’re older now. You’ve seen too much 
to still be innocent and unaware of the 
larger world, too much to be able to truly 
worry about nothing at all except for the 
present.

I’ll settle into the arms of a partner who 
cares about me, and they’ll say something 
off-hand about a relationship or some 
series of brief flings they had when they 
were younger, and I’ll remember how 
starved I was for just a hug. How they 
did basically everything I wished I could. 
Then I’ll bury my head in their chest and 
silently mourn the life I didn’t lead.

I wish I could go back and try it all 
again. Maybe a different high school, or 
different classes and meeting the right 

people that’d open up all the doors, or 
talking a little differently. But I can’t go 
back. Nobody can. I lost my childhood, 
and even doing things now that I wish I 
could do before won’t fix that.

I don’t think anything happens after 
we die. I don’t think there’s reincarnation 
or an afterlife, I think once our brain 
shuts off, that’s the end of it. Forever. Any 
suffering you’re going through isn’t some 
kind of “test” to make sure you’re fit for a 
higher form of existence, it’s your life. It’s 
all you’re ever going to get.

That’s why I’m dwelling on it. Because 
I have to take my lost childhood all 
the way to the grave, knowing I can’t 
do it over, and knowing it didn’t make 
me “stronger.” I am worse because of 
it. I know I’m not the only one, yours 
might’ve been taken by mental health 
issues, a bad living situation, a traumatic 
event, the onset of a global pandemic or 
some other horrible calamity. It’s a hard 
thing to move past, knowing you’ve lost 
something you can never get back, having 
to live in the shadow of what wasn’t.

I’m 22 now, and I still don’t know how 
to move on. I’ve been going to therapy, 
even though I’ve always been skeptical 
of it. If it’s something accessible to you, 
I’d definitely recommend it, it’s helped 
a lot to have someone to talk to about 
everything. But I think all anyone can 
really do is keep going, and hope that one 
day, you’re far enough from the past that 
it recedes behind the horizon of memory.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

‘The Batman’ gives Bruce Wayne a 
new beginning, refreshing intensity

Reminiscence, and mourning what 
you missed out on during childhood

“Most of my school years 
are a messy blur to me. 
There aren’t many concrete 
events I remember, but I 
remember the general 
depression I was stuck in at 
the time, and how my 
thoughts always drifted to 
things I wanted that I 
couldn’t have.” 

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Graphic by Julia McDow
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“How do you feel about gas 
prices?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Jacob Hoffpauir 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“They’re too high.”

Anthony Guillory
KINESIOLOGY  SOPHOMORE

“Prices have to go 
down!”

Jimmy Rojas
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  SOPHOMORE

“More options in 
renewable resources 
and biofuels should 
start to surge.”

Brennan Flores
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  SENIOR

“Gas is expensive as 
hell. It costs way too 
high right now.”

Devyn Hogan
NURSING  JUNIOR

“Its freaking stupid. It’s 
ridiculously high and it 
makes me not want to go 
anywhere.”

Katherine Allen
NURSING  SOPHOMORE

“It’s crazy because I 
have to pay everything 
out of pocket. I live like 
2 hours away and it 
causes much more of a 
hassle when I want to go 
home.”

Discounts

HAPPY HOUR
2:00 -  4:00 PM

10% OFF COMBOS
50% OFF DRINKS

3300 Johnston St., Lafayette, Louisiana

The hottest thing under the bun!
Cajun
      Blaze

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

A lot has been said over the course 
of this NBA season about Pelicans’ star, 
Zion Williamson. Whether it be his 
laundry list of injuries, rumors on his 
unhappiness with the organization or his 
overall level of play and peak potential, 
his status as a first overall draft pick keeps 
him in a regular discussion cycle in the 
media as the incessant need to label every 
player in the league a “success” or “bust” 
continues.

A disturbing new narrative has been 
presented in the national media over 
these issues, though; on Feb. 24, in a 
segment on ESPN’s show “NBA Today,” 
analyst and former NBA champion 
Kendrick Perkins said that New Orleans 
is not a basketball city and that the team 
needs to be moved. He cited feelings 
that the Saints would always have a 
bigger draw than the Pels, that he had 
seen empty seats when Williamson was 
playing, and a general lack of interest.

Perkins later ate those words when, 
on Feb. 27, the following weekend, the 
Pelicans proceeded to trounce the Los 
Angeles Lakers on national television, 
123–95. Furthermore, a basketballnews.
com article published March 3 reported 
that the Pelicans were pulling the top 
national broadcast ratings all season on 
ESPN, TNT and ABC.

Even without this evidence to the 
contrary, Perkins’ and others’ comments 
in this vein are tangibly untrue in this: 
some of the greatest NBA players of 
all time have roots living and playing 
Louisiana. Great coaching minds have 
come from Louisiana, too. Teams have 
been taken out of New Orleans before, 
only for new franchises to arise and give 
the fans what they want.

This past weekend on March 11, 
Williamson joined his team for a 

shootaround before the night’s game. Just 
seeing photos of him walking around 
chatting with the team and taking 
shots with no walking boot on sent the 
Pelicans’ social media following into a 
frenzy. Just the thought that there was a 
chance for him to play spiked attendance 
at the Smoothie King Center that night.

As a matter of fact, attendance has 
never been an issue with Zion in the 
building. As @TyNOLA5 on Twitter 
points out:

 “Zion Williamson got to play ELEVEN 
total home games as a Pelican prior to 
COVID restrictions. Let’s look at the 
attendance numbers:

- 1/22/20 (Spurs) - 18,365 (100+%)
- 1/24/20 (Nuggets) - 16,398 (97%)
- 1/26/20 (Celtics) - 16,737 (99%)
- 1/31/20 (Grizzlies) - 18,362 (100+%)”
This display of hope is proof enough 

that New Orleans deserves a team. As 
currently constructed, the Pelicans are 
by no means the worst team in the NBA; 
after this Sunday’s blowout victory over 
the Houston Rockets, 130–105 (with 
three Pelicans starters out,) the team 
holds a record of 28–40 and sits two 
games ahead of the Portland Trailblazers 
for the tenth seed, good enough to make 
the playoffs by way of the play-in.

Pundits say things like this for a 
reason, though; they want a player of 
Williamson’s talents in a bigger market 
where he’ll generate even more talking 
points and therefore more revenue. The 
simple fact is that if the Pelicans’ front 
office can get things straightened out with 
a long-term coach and an elite general 
manager, a healthy Williamson will be 
easy to build around. Him staying to be 
built around is key, though, and with a 
playoff push this season, the Pelicans can 
attract more talent in free agency and 
finally give Zion the roster he deserves.

Pelicans cannot 
afford to lose Zion

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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