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NEW LOUISIANA QUEEN NAMED

Bailey Mire, Madi Conrad, Alyssa Landry, Kalli 
Rose Segura and Sydney Fox all competed as 
Miss UL finalists.
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Sports
CAJUNS’ QB BATTLE RAGES ON

Cajuns’ signal caller Chandler Fields will see 
competition from the likes of Ben Woolridge, Zy 
McDonald and Lance LeGendre this spring.
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News
TOO COOL FOR THE POOL

Bourgeois Hall’s lap pool, leisure pool and spa 
will be resurfaced and replastered, pending 
materials and weather.
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Allons
WHAT A PRICE TO PAY!

Allons Editor Adhamm Safford captains his 
inaugural Vermilion satire to the edges of space, 
the final frontier. Wait, wrong franchise, sorry.
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Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
has updated its COVID-19 Face Covering 
Policy to no longer require people to wear 
face masks either indoors or outdoors on 
university property.

The university sent an announcement 
via email on March 15, which 
recommends wearing face masks, but 
does not require it. The email adds that 
departments may choose to require face 
masks on an individual basis.

“A department or unit may require all 
individuals wear face coverings over their 
mouths and noses if it is determined to 
be necessary during a specific face-to-face 
course, in a specific classroom, laboratory, 
and/or private office/workspace, or other 
areas,” the email reads.

A second email sent out minutes later 
announced a revision to the Campus 

Events Framework, which now states that 
face masks are recommended but not 
required at all events. Some events may 
make face masks a requirement, such as 
the recent Juried Student Exhibition by 
the Visual Arts Department. Events will 
now no longer require staff and crowd 
monitors as well.

These changes in policy come as the 
spread of COVID-19 is slowing. As of 
March 19, USAFacts reported a 7-day 
average of eight cases in Lafayette Parish.

Noel Johnson, a senior majoring in 
speech pathology, shared that she felt it 
was time for the mask requirement to be 
lifted.

“Now that the numbers are dying down, 
I think it was time for it to go, and things 
need to start going back to normal,” 
she said. “I personally am vaccinated 
so I’m protecting myself. I feel like each 
individual has the opportunity to choose 
how they wanna live their own lives, so if 

they’re worried about it that’s fine, but I 
personally feel protected against it.”

Lauren Indorf, a sophomore majoring 
in kinesiology, echoed a similar thought 
on the pandemic slowing and returning to 
normalcy post-COVID-19.

“I’m pretty happy about it,” Indorf 
said. “I feel like COVID is dying down a 
lot more and we can finally get back to 
normal life, and I’m just excited to be back 
to normal, how it used to be. I’m tired of 
wearing masks.” 

She also added that COVID-19 is 
something that people will have to get 
used to as being part of the world.

“In my opinion, I feel like COVID is the 
new flu. So it’s something we’re just gonna 
have to get used to,” she said. “I’m not 
really worried about the numbers going 
up, considering most college students are 
in good health. And I feel like we’re the 
least susceptible to COVID and like, the 
dangerous aspects of COVID so I’m not 

too worried about it.”
Grace Boggs, a sophomore majoring in 

marketing, said she was in support of the 
mask policy being lifted.

“I’m for it because I don’t really wear a 
mask. I feel like if you feel like you need 
to wear a mask, you wear a mask. But 
personally, I don’t feel like I have to wear 
one. But like, if it’s required I will wear 
one.”

Brooke Dupuis, a freshman majoring in 
English, shared not having strong feelings 
one way or the other about the mask 
policy.

“I’m mostly alright with it. I’ve sort of 
been neutral towards this whole thing 
from the start like I didn’t mind wearing 
masks. I have terrible allergies and throat 
problems a lot so it did kind of annoy me 
there. But for the most part, I didn’t mind, 
and I don’t really mind it being lifted too 
much. Breathing is easier and that’s very 
nice. You know, I was alright either way.”

Lena Foster
NEWS EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
recently decided to start the process 
of installing new security cameras 
throughout campus.

According to Scott Hebert, UL 
Lafayette’s director of facility management, 
a committee of university members made 
the decision to pursue the operation and 
find specific locations on campus that 
need security cameras. 

“So what we’re trying to do is develop a 
plan for the entire campus to show where 
are our blind spots and where we need 

to have coverage,” Hebert said. “We are 
very early on in the process of identifying 
exactly, but that’s the first step.”

After finding the places in need of 
security cameras, those involved in the 
project from the university intend to 
figure out some specifics such as power 
sources, camera placement and funding. 

Although a recent camera installation 
happened around Heritage Apartments 
two years ago, most of the cameras still 
need to be upgraded due to the new 
advancements made in technology. 

According to Hebert, some of the oldest 
cameras are over 15 years old, and now 
with the increase in technology, newer 

cameras allow a wider range and have a 
clearer picture. 

“New cameras would have a higher 
resolution, and some may have advanced 
analytics,” Justin Mire, senior physical 
security specialist of UL Lafayette’s IT 
department, wrote in a statement sent to 
The Vermilion.

 Other factors like university safety 
motivated the members’ decisions to not 
only improve the cameras but add more to 
other places.

The university experienced two 
incidents involving firearms on campus in 
February. Although there were no reports 
of injury or damage, it still raised concerns 
of students and faculty. 

Hebert shared how there’s been a shift 
in the closing of public parks, which is 
driving more people from the general 
public to come to parks on campus like 
Girard Park or Bourgeois Park. That leaves 
the campus more open to people other 
than students and faculty. 

Although the university’s goal is to 
cover all of campus, the main focus points 
are the parts where the public has the 
most access when it comes to getting into 
and out of campus. 

“We want to be able to see where people 
can enter and exit our campus, and we 
can track them while they’re on campus,” 
Hebert said. 

Mire shared these incidents were 
reviewed amongst various departments 
on campus to take action with ensuring 
campus safety. 

“Cameras and security devices are 
constantly being deployed, repaired, and 
even upgraded across campus to help 

departments achieve their objectives of 
safety and security,” Mire wrote in his 
statement. 

The UL Lafayette Student Government 
Association has made efforts throughout 
the semester to increase student safety on 
campus. 

According to SGA President Reed 
Broussard, there are operations involving 
the halting of ticketing after 5 p.m. on 
campus and the pursuit for more lighting 
on certain areas associated with the 
campus such as Sorority Row to help 
students feel safer. SGA also tends to 
projects such as the updating of the blue 
phones for students. 

Broussard also shared his thoughts on 
the recent firearm incidents that happened 
on campus and the idea of having new 
security cameras. 

“It is very scary to hear as a student to 
know that those kinds of things happened 
on campus,” Broussard said. “But it is 
good to know that we will be able to see 
who comes on and goes off campus. And 
it is good to know that we’ll have that kind 
of additional safety feature to alleviate or 
relieve that stress that’s on us about that 
safety.”

There is no timeline for the installation, 
and the lack of supplies might play a 
role in the delay according to Hebert. 
However, the planning process is 
underway.

“It’s really difficult, especially in this 
timeframe with the way that supply and 
demand is working,” Hebert said. “I know 
we’re having a lot of problems getting the 
equipment and materials, so that kind of 
dictates some of the timeline.”

UL Lafayette updates mandate: 
masks not required on campus

UL Lafayette plans to install new 
security cameras for safety needs

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion 

Students walk on campus, both with and without masks, on March 20.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion 

Security camera attached to the corner Angelle Hall on March 20.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford 

Mar. 19
• At 2:44 a.m., three officers responded to a report of a medical emergency 
at Coronna Hall. Assistance was rendered. An informational report was also 
completed on the broken window.

• At 4:26 p.m., officers were dispatched to the UL Police Department to speak 
with a student regarding telephone and email harassment.

Mar. 18
• At 8:54 p.m., officers responded to a report of a physical altercation in Stokes 
Parking Tower.

• At 10:01 p.m., officers were dispatched to the Cajundome in reference to a 
vehicle burglary in which a large black purse, a driver’s license, a wallet and a 
credit card were stolen from a silver 2012 Infiniti.

Mar. 17
• At 3:03 p.m., someone reported their wallet containing house keys, their 
license, their student ID and their debit card was stolen at Moody Hall.

• At 10:14 p.m., officers on patrol at Agnes Edwards Hall discovered and 
arrested a suspicious person.

Mar. 16
• At 11:19 p.m., officers were dispatched to Bonin Hall in reference to a student 
possibly being tracked by an unknown device on her cell phone.

Mar. 15
• At 6:41 p.m., someone requested a patron be removed from Bourgeois Hall in 
reference to a verbal disturbance.

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
held the annual Miss UL Lafayette 
pageant on March 11 at Angelle Hall. 
The contest included a group of ladies 
from the university who were chosen to 
compete for Miss UL Lafayette’s title.

Josie Stephens held the 2020-2021 
Miss UL Lafayette title. She graduated 
with a degree in chemical engineering 
and a minor in bioprocess engineering, 
chemistry and mathematics, and now 
works offshore at Baker Hughes in the oil 
and gas industry.

Stephens has been involved in her 
school and community, serving on UL 
Lafayette orientation staff and a peer 
mentor in the UNIV 100 women’s 
leadership class.

Holding the Miss UL Lafayette titles 
come with the opportunity to compete 
in the Miss Louisiana USA pageant. 
Stephens was awarded 1st runner-up in 
February 2022.

“As each year of competition passed, 
I couldn’t see the woman I was being 
molded into. As I look back I can’t help 
but feel an enormous amount of gratitude 
to pageants and @rpmproductions          
@rpmdirector for helping to shape me 
into the woman I am today! Here’s to 
another year of growth and discovery,” 
Stephens posted on the Miss University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette Facebook. 

The Miss UL Lafayette pageant featured 
18 contestants chosen after an interview 
process. The contestants were judged 
as they competed for the title of Miss 
UL Lafayette. A panel of five judges, 
including Krista Toussant, Erica Precht, 
Marjorie Parker, Kyle D. Smith and Jaylon 
Lewis, scored the participants. 

The contestants competed in three 
categories, including swimsuits, 
evening gowns and interviews. The 
swimsuit category judged contestants 
on their physical fitness and confidence. 

Contestants were scored on evening 
gowns by their sense of style and beauty. 

After the evening gown category, 
the contestants were narrowed down 
to the top five.  The judges asked each 
contestant an interview question that 
demonstrated their communication skills 
and charm. The top five included Bailey 
Mire, Madi Conrad, Alyssa Landry, Kalli 
Rose Segura and Sydney Fox.

Alyssa Landry won the title of Miss 
UL Lafayette for 2022-2023. She is a 
junior kinesiology major focusing on 
pre-professional studies. Landry is also a 
member of the Ragin Cajun Cheerleading 
Team.

“I am so excited and so humbled to 
have this opportunity to represent the 
university, and I am so excited for this 
year,” Landry said, “I am looking forward 
to competing at state and also just really 
bringing the community in and seeing 
what I can make an impact with for the 
year.”

Landry is excited for the upcoming 
year and her opportunities as Miss UL 
Lafayette.

“For the next year, I have the 
opportunity of representing this 
extraordinary university and I can’t wait 
to see what this year brings,” Landry said 
on the Miss University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette Facebook.

The University Program Council 
coordinated the pageant. UPC hosts 
a variety of events at UL Lafayette, 
including Homecoming Week, Lagniappe 
Day and the Krewe of Roux Mardi Gras 
Parade and Ball.

According to the UL Lafayette website, 
“By providing unique involvement 
opportunities, we give students the 
opportunity to create unforgettable 
moments in your Ragin’ Cajun 
experience.”

‘Let Your Beauty Shine’ 
Pageant winner named

COVID-19 dashboard reports 5 new 
cases last week, university total at 2,058
Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

There were new 5 COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of March 19, according 
to the university’s COVID-19 dashboard 

on March 20.
According to the dashboard as of 

Sunday at 5:15 p.m., the university 
reported that 312 students and 506 
faculty and staff members contracted the 
virus, and 1,240 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 2,058 

cases among students, faculty and staff at 
UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 

were taken by off-campus health care 
providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

As of Sunday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with The 
Vermilion for more updates.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Alyssa Landry being crowned Miss UL Lafayette on March 11.
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Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The Department of Recreational 
Sports is set to renovate the two pools 
and spa located at Bourgeois Hall. 
The Student Aquatics Center includes 
a lap pool, leisure pool and spa that 
are scheduled to be resurfaced and 
replastered within the next couple of 
months. 

The pools opened in 2001 and it has 
been 20 years since any type of work 
has been done to maintain or improve 
them. The opening of the pools is usually 
scheduled for the first week of March but 
is closed temporarily for the renovations. 

“All three of our pools are being 
resurfaced, after 20 years of chemicals 

in the pools and the use and abuse, they 
need taking care of,” Dave Suter, director 
of recreational sports, said.

The funding for the renovations 
currently being made was a combination 
of available finances. The recreational 
facility/equipment fee and general 
auxiliary fee as well as other funds 
that were available to them from the 
university were used for the project. The 
aquatic section of recreational sports has 
no specific funding available, and it has 
been difficult to finance the renovations. 

One of the main reasons for the 
renovations includes the surface of the 
pool. The plaster was flaking due to the 
heat and wear on the pool. Another 
factor was the leaking of the pool that 
caused an increase in the operation 

cost trying to keep the pools full and 
chemically treated.

“The plaster was failing in many 
locations causing a non-smooth surface 
where it made it really hard to clean and 
also we had some leaking so we were 
losing pool water,” Suter said.

There are two phases to the 
renovations. The first phase will focus 
on repairs to the lap pool so that it may 
be opened earlier. The second phase of 
work will fix problems with the leisure 
pool and spa.

The lap pool is 25 yards long with lane 
lines and is used for lifeguard training 
and fitness swimming. The renovations 
for the lap pool have been approved and 
the repairs are scheduled to start as soon 
as the materials and weather permit. 

“We can get that pool open as soon as 
that work is complete, and I hope that 
that happens within the next month,” 
Suter said.  

The leisure pool and spa are being 
renovated in the second phase of repairs. 
The pools are available to students, 
faculty and staff at The University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. The leisure pool 
and spa tend to be the most popular 
during the summer. 

“It is a really good resource for the 
students to have a place for them to relax 
and come hang out and to exercise as 
well and we want to keep that first class 
for them,” Suter said.

The summer swim season includes 
family swim time for immediate family 
members of students, faculty, and staff 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on weekends. 

Recreational sports also offer 
swimming lesson programs but have not 
been able to have them for the last two 
years due to COVID-19.

The aquatics department is struggling 
with staffing, which is affecting the hours 
that the pools are open and programs 
like swimming lessons.

“That was a challenge for us,” Suter 
said, “there was a national shortage of 
certified lifeguards during the last two 
summer seasons.”

Students interested in working as a 
lifeguard are given the opportunity to 
receive the necessary training they need 
for the job. Aquatics offers a lifeguard 
training certification that is available to 
students, faculty, and the general public.

“We are always looking for people 
willing to lifeguard and we are willing to 
train them,” Suter said.

Avery Miller, a sophomore in 
industrial design, is a head lifeguard 
and explains that there are prerequisites 
involved with being a lifeguard. Training 
includes swimming 300 yards, treading 
water, and completing a brick test. 
Trainees also learn CPR and first aid. 

“We do have the opportunity to work 
here over the summer, “ Miller said, “I 
have a job that I am able to come to that 
is through the school.”

The hours of the pool during this 
season will be set as soon as renovations 
are completed. 

Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

“Urinetown” is a musical that was 
hosted by the UL Lafayette School of 
Music and Performing Arts. The musical 
was directed by Brandon Motz and 
musically directed by Shawn Roy. 

The show was created by Mark 
Hollmann and Greg Kotis. This musical 
was a small show that no one wanted 
to produce until it debuted at the New 
York International Fringe Festival. The 
success of the show blew everyone away, 
especially producers. 

In the playbill of “Urinetown”, 
Brandon Motz, the director of University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette spring musical 
said, “ It unleashes biting commentary 
on greed, injustice, political corruption, 
and corporate monopolization, while 
also serving a critique of virtue and 
idealism.”

The musical ran for at least two 
weeks from March 10 to March 19. 
The showings were Thursday through 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. each night in 
Burke-Hawthorne Hall, where the 
musicals are usually performed.

The show was prepared over the span 
of two and a half months. Each rehearsal 
ran for three hours on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday along with a few 
weekend rehearsals as well.

There was a cast of 22 students who 
are all in the School of Music and 
Performing Arts. There have been 
members of the community of music 
and performing arts, who urge non-
musical students to join.  

Luna Touchet, a cast member, is a 
junior who is majoring in music media 
at UL Lafayette talks about the benefits a 
musical brings.

“I think it is important to involve 
students to join musicals. Performances 
like this do so much to help you develop 
a stage presence, working with others, 
dancing and singing, of course, and 
on top of all of that, it is so much fun,” 
Touchet said.

There have been some students that 

have also helped create the set for 
this event. Jessica Johnson is a senior 
majoring in theatre at UL Lafayette.
She spoke about her experience being 
involved in the technical side of the 
production. 

“I’m a scenic painter for the 
production and I really enjoyed painting 
the set and just trying to use the 
techniques that I learned in class, as well 
as ushering and just making sure that 
people, like their families who come to 
see them, are welcomed and that they 
are really comfortable,” Johnson said.

Alyssa Huddleston, a student-usher 
for the show, is a freshman who is 
majoring in psychology and minoring 

in theatre at UL Lafayette talks about the 
sense of community the theatre has.

“I think in a way people gain a sense of 
community. They can find other people 
that enjoy musicals as much as they do. 
It gives them an insight on musicals that 
they haven’t seen, any or if they want to 
be one in the future,” Huddleston said.

The School of Music and Performing 
Arts welcomes everyone. Everyone 
including students, faculty, and the 
general public is welcome to the 
community of music and performing 
arts.

“Urinetown” is a musical that has been 
performed multiple times, and each time 
filled with energy and projection. Each 

show has proven the amount of time and 
effort throughout the past January. 

The musical shows light towards a 
run-down town that has been going 
through a 20-year drought. Under the 
heel of Caldwell B. Cladwell, private 
toilets were banned, and people had to 
pay to use the bathroom. Bobby, the 
main protagonist, is a worker for one of 
the public bathroom areas and decided 
to stand up for what is right and revolt 
for the “freedom to pee” after what had 
happened to his father. 

Bourgeois Hall’s two recreation pools 
undergo renovations for the summer

A day in the life for UL crew members in 
production of Urinetown: The Musical

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

The lap pool at Bougeois Hall, pictured on March 20, is set to be renovated this summer.

Photo via Trent Pcenicini

The Broadway musical “Urinetown” was shown in Burke-Hawthorne Hall from March 10–19.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

With the Levi Lewis era in the 
rearview mirror for the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns football program, the 
time has come to find a new starter to 
go under center. Head Coach Michael 
Desormeaux has a myriad of options 
to choose from, but who will separate 
themselves from the pack?

Chandler Fields, who took over the 
role of QB2 for this Louisiana squad last 
year, saw limited snaps due to Lewis’ 
durability. Starting over 30+ games in 
a row for the Cajuns, Lewis took this 
program to the next level and never 
looked back.

Fields now has the chance to compete 
for starting quarterback duties and be 
the next face of this program. A locker 
room favorite and player who knows 
how to put it all on the line and work, 
Fields’ demeanor on the gridiron will play 
a huge factor in winning over this roster.

“I just want to see my next 
quarterback compete,” Cajuns 
sophomore wide receiver Dontae 
Fleming said. “Don’t put your head 
down or get in your feelings. Just go 
in and make the next play. It’s really 
important that you have a quarterback 
that loves to compete.”

Other potential suitors range from 
Ben Woolridge, Zy McDonald and Lance 
LeGendre to battle it out during spring.

Woolridge, a Fresno State transfer, has 
really hit his stride during the offseason 
and put himself in position to surprise 
some Cajun fans. The redshirt junior 
has the ideal frame you want to see 
in your quarterback, sitting at 6-foot-

3, 213-pounds. Keep an eye on the 
California native to make a splash in this 
battle.

McDonald, a redshirt freshman who 
has the dual-threat ability this offense 
may be looking to carry over from the 
Lewis era, can do it all. Stretching plays 
with his legs and providing explosive 
play after explosive play, McDonald’s 
athleticism could be his best friend 
throughout spring ball.

The real question mark here is 
LeGendre. The Maryland transfer and 
former four-star recruit out of New 
Orleans is the definition of a dual threat 
who can also sit in the pocket and 
make any throw you want. On scout 
team last season, LeGendre had the 
chance to dissect the playbook and get 
acclimated with the new system. With 
a full spring to showcase his talent to 
this new coaching staff, LeGendre could 
be a player who comes in here and puts 
himself in a great position to win over 
this team..

 With the quarterback race being a 
major topic this spring, as it should be, 
this squad is ready to watch it unfold 
and lead this group to the Louisiana 
standard of football.

“I feel like we have a lot of 
quarterbacks that are ready to take 
on the competition,” Cajuns senior 
linebacker Kris Moncrief said. “They’re 
ready to fill those (Levi Lewis’) shoes in 
any type of moment. Honestly, all our 
quarterbacks are ready for a moment. 
That’s what I will say. Levi prepared 
every single one of those quarterbacks.”

For Desormeaux, who prepares to fill 
some shoes of his own after taking over 
after Billy Napier, he knows exactly what 

he’s looking for in his next quarterback. 
A legendary Louisiana quarterback 
himself back in the day, Desormeaux has 
the keen eye for this competition.

“Your quarterback has to be just a 
leader above all else,” Desormeaux said. 
“To me, he’s got to be the hardest worker 

on the team. I tell them all the time that 
the quarterback position physically in 
practice is not very demanding, so you 
have to do all the little things right.”

Louisiana quarterback competition in full 
swing as Cajuns’ spring football begins

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

Long before she announced her 
decision to transfer from Kentucky to 
Louisiana via Twitter on April 20, 2021 

and the Athletic Department’s official 
announcement, released July 12, junior 
pitcher Meghan Schorman had already 
learned what it meant to pitch softball at 
a high level.

Hailing from Hazelwood, MO, 

Schorman pitched for Marquette 
Catholic High School for the 2016-18 
seasons. On March 14 of her senior year, 
she recorded a no-hitter in her first start 
of the season. In a post-game interview, 
she showed outstanding maturity, giving 
credit to her defense and catcher first. 
She would go on to say, “I just want this 
season to be the best season we’ve ever 
had.”

36 wins in the circle would follow, a 
school record. On top of this, Schorman 
would earn First-Team All-Conference 
honors and Telegraph News Player of 
the Year.

After graduating and moving to 
Kentucky, Schorman would pitch in 
15 starts and 31 appearances across 
two seasons for the Wildcats. Against 
Southeastern Conference bats, 
most pitchers would expect rough 
performances, but not Schorman, who 
went off in the shortened 2020 season 
for a 7–1 record and led her team with 
a 1.30 earned run average. She made 
getting out of jams look easy, as she 
would record several no-run relief 
outings despite the opposition putting 
up three, four or even five hits. 

Numbers like these justify the faith 
that the Cajuns clearly have placed 
in her early this season, as Schorman 
has recorded the second-most innings 
pitched so far. She is currently top 10 in 
the Sun Belt Conference in strikeouts. 

Relief pitching remains where she is 
used most; in her eight appearances 
(also top 10 in the conference), 
Schorman has recorded a save and 
averaged a respectable 3.38 ERA and 20 
strikeouts across 21⅓ innings and 344 
pitches thrown in some of the Cajuns’ 
toughest games.

In a matchup with No. 21 ranked 
LSU over the first week of March, 
Schorman earned Sun Belt Conference 
Pitcher of the Week status by recording 
a win against Louisiana Tech and 
twice pitching in relief against the 
Tigers. She threw 201 pitches across 
a combined 12 innings with only one 
earned run to speak of for an unheard 
of 0.75 ERA with 21 strikeouts to boot. 
To hold a nationally ranked team to 
that little production is an amazing 
feat, and speaks to the quality of not 
only Schorman, but the entire Cajuns’ 
bullpen.

As of Saturday’s series double-header, 
Schorman holds a 4–2 starting record 
for the season, averaging an excellent 
2.09 ERA in those games, and while her 
numbers speak for themselves, it’s the 
leadership and chemistry she has with 
the Cajuns team that is undoubtedly 
the best part of her game. And when 
Schorman’s production does find a 
rhythm, getting on base is going to be a 
challenge for even the best of batters.

Schorman adds SBC Pitcher of 
the Week to her growing resume

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Chandler Fields drops back to pass against the Ohio Bobcats on Sept. 16, 2021.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Meghan Schorman winds up for the pitch against Georgia State on March 12.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

Despite Louisiana falling short in the 
Sun Belt Conference Championship and 
being unable to punch their ticket to the 
Big Dance, there is still a little Ragin’ 
Cajuns flare in the NCAA Tournament 
this month.

Former Cajuns Cedric Russell and 
Mylik Wilson, who both transferred out 
of the Louisiana program last offseason, 
are showcasing their talents under 
the brightest lights in one of the best 
tournaments in the world.

Russell, a member of the Ohio 
State Buckeyes, saw spotty minutes 
throughout the year for his new squad, 
but came in clutch in those moments. In 

their upset victory against No. 1 Duke 
earlier this season, Russell scored 12 
points and hit timely buckets down the 
stretch to knock off the top-ranked Blue 
Devils.

Now, the fifth-year senior has his eyes 
on the prize, getting a chance to play in 
the biggest stage college basketball has 
to offer. It’s why he took his talents to a 
Power Five school like Ohio State. To 
play in the Big Dance and showcase his 
game to NBA evaluators everywhere.

“I came here to play in big games like 
this and this is definitely something 
that’s off the checklist,” Russell said on 
Wednesday. “It all gets multiplied when 
it’s win or go home. So definitely the 
approach, it’s magnified. But you can’t 
really get ahead of yourself. At the end 

of the day, it’s still the same 40-minute 
game.”

Wilson, who really proved what 
he is capable of during his time at 
Louisiana, knew it was time for a bigger 
opportunity. As the former Sun Belt 
Conference Freshman of the Year while 
in Lafayette, Wilson is simply built for 
the bright lights.

Entering the transfer portal and taking 
his flashy playstyle to Texas Tech, it’s 
been a solid adjustment for Wilson. The 
Big 12 Conference is one of the most 
challenging conferences in the country, 
with last year’s NCAA Champion, 
Baylor, coming out of there.

Suffering a knee injury during the 
early stages of his first year with the 
Red Raiders, Wilson was sidelined 

for a few games this season, but came 
back stronger than ever. Giving Texas 
Tech a boost during their conference 
tournament and really elevating this 
group to the standard they’re known for 
playing, Wilson has given tremendous 
minutes for his squad.

Now playing in March Madness and 
winning their first-round game handily 
over Montana State, Wilson and the Red 
Raiders shift their focus to continuing to 
make a significant tournament run this 
month.

To have two former Ragin’ Cajuns in 
the NCAA Tournament is a great feat for 
this Louisiana program, which looks to 
shake back after a rollercoaster ride of 
a 2021-22 season and punch a ticket of 
their own next season.

Former Louisiana hoopers showcasing 
their talent in 2022 NCAA Tournament

Follow us on 
social media! @TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Photo by James Mays / The Vermilion

Cedric Russell drives and kicks out a pass against McNeese State on Nov. 9, 2019.
Photo by James Mays / The Vermilion

Mylik Wilson drives for a reverse layup against McNeese State on Nov. 9, 2019.

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Mylik Wilson shoots a free throw against UT Arlington on March 27, 2021.
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

DC Comics has this tendency to 
reboot their entire comic book universe 
every few years. The first big reboot was 
1985-86’s “Crisis on Infinite Earths”, 
which led us into the Post-Crisis years 
of DC (my favorite era of comics to 
read). You had some soft reboots after 
that, 1994’s “Zero Hour: Crisis in Time!”, 
2005-2006’s “Infinite Crisis’’, and 2008’s 
“Final Crisis.” The next big one and the 
most famous one in recent memory is 
2011’s The New 52, which was caused 
by the events in the limited series 
“Flashpoint”.

The New 52 was a complete reboot 
of the DC Multiverse, and it wiped out 
at that point 77 years’ worth of comic 
book history. Fans were not happy that 
this happened, and to fix it, we had 
more reboots. The 2015 “Convergence” 
storyline saw DC slowly trying to regain 
their pre-“Flashpoint” continuity. DC 
Rebirth in 2016 saw a mostly restored 
DC Multiverse to its pre-” Flashpoint” 
days, but still keeping elements of The 

New 52. But this was not the end; the 
miniseries “Dark Knight: Death Metal” 
(2020-21), the event “Generations” 
(2020-21) and the miniseries “Future 
State” (2021) lead us into our current 
era, Infinite Frontier. 

Now dear readers, you might be 
asking yourself, “Marie, why are you 
giving us a brief history of DC Comics 
reboots and relaunches?” Well, you see, 
that is really the only way to understand 
where we are currently at in the comics.

Infinite Frontier, which started in 
March of 2021, feels like the cultivation 
of almost 90 years of DC Comics. With 
this newest relaunch, the DC Multiverse 
is now an Omniverse which means 
everything is canon now. It is an exciting 
time to be a comic book fan right now. 

Both miniseries “Infinite Frontier” 
by Joshua Williamson and “Justice 
League Incarnate” by Joshua Williamson 
and Dennis Culver take readers on a 
multiverse-hopping adventure through 
space and time. Another series I have 
enjoyed so far by Williamson is “Robin,” 
which follows Damian Wayne. It has 
action, adventure and comedy. It has 

also been developing the character of 
Damian Wayne more and shows him 
trying to solve his own mysteries. 

As a Flash fan, I was most hyped 
for Wally West’s return as the Scarlet 
Speedster. In this new run by Jeremy 
Adams, we see Wally trying to balance 
his life as a superhero and as a father. 
This latest run really embraces the 
zaniness of the medium; it’s, at times, a 
sci-fi story and, at other times, a family 
drama. The stories are colorful and silly 
— they represent everything I love about 
comic books. 

“Batgirls” by Becky Cloonan and 
Michael Conrad sees both Stephanie 
Brown and Cassandra Cain taking up 
the mantle of Batgirl again, but this 
time together. They are aided by their 
predecessor Barbara Gordon. The series, 
right now, only has four issues out, so I 
do not have a fully formed opinion on it 
yet, but overall the plot so far has been 
fun to read and has kept my attention. I 
look forward to what upcoming arcs this 
series has in store. 

A series that has been an unexpected 
favorite of mine is “Superman: Son of 

Kal-El” by Tom Taylor. It’s been a thrill 
ride to see the teenage son of Lois Lane 
and Clark Kent, Jonathan Kent trying 
to fill the shoes his father left behind 
and become the new Superman. Like all 
teenagers, Jon is going through the pains 
of growing up. Superhero or not, I think 
everyone can relate to how awkward the 
teenage years are. My favorite part has 
been how he learns to ask for help from 
his friends and family. 

If you are just getting comics, Infinite 
Frontier is a great starting point. It’s 
full of energy and life. It is easy to 
understand and follow. 

The one thing all of these characters 
have in common is that they are trying 
to keep the legacy of their names alive. 
They all want to make the ones who 
came before them proud. That’s what I 
have loved most about Infinite Frontier; 
it embraces the past and the future of 
DC Comics. No matter how dark or silly 
it gets. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

How we got to DC Comics Infinite 
Frontier and where it’s going now

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

SATIRE — Following the Sith-Tatooine 
War, glass prices in America have begun 
to soar and, in some states, reached highs 
of $5.79 per square inch.

The average American smashes their 
own windows out of sheer frustration 
at the world around them roughly two 
times a week, with some even reporting 
breaking their windows every day.

“The world is just so rough, man,” said 
sophomore Mary Windell. “I just get so 
mad every day I have to go into work, 
deal with other human beings and get 
paid $7.25. I’ll usually just smash my 
windows with the textbooks I’m forced to 
buy. I used to throw chairs through them, 
but those are really expensive too. I’ll 
definitely have to start skipping lunches 
to afford these new window prices.”

President Joe Biden recently spoke at a 
press conference to try to assuage fears of 
the skyrocketing glass prices by directing 

aggression towards the current Sith Lord.
“Ever since Darth Vader began his 

campaign of conquest in a galaxy at 
least 2.5 million light years away, prices 
here at home have gone up. I’m going 
to do everything I can, God willing, to 
minimize the price hike caused by Vader,” 
Biden said. “As long as it doesn’t involve 
glass companies making less money.”

An official spokesperson answered a 
question after Biden’s speech regarding 
how exactly this conflict affects prices.

“Is it happening somewhere far, 
far away? Yes. Do we only get around 
.002% of our glass from the Sith? Also 
yes. Do we still have probably the same 
amount of glass as always? Yes, very true. 
However, this is a great opportunity 
for glass companies to jack prices up 
and make more money, and we need 
to support our local international 
conglomerate businesses.”

John “please do not refer to me as 
a glass baron” Paperman, a local glass 
baron, spoke on how the war over the sea 
of stars has affected his business.

“You know, to be honest with you, I 
didn’t even know there was any kind 
of war going on. I got a letter from my 
secretary that said everyone else was 
raising their prices, so I did too, and I 
woke up the next morning with a couple 
of extra digits in my bank account. Crazy. 
Why, yes, I do believe I was chosen by 
God himself to amass great riches.”

Dylan Parker, a graduate student in 
business, shared his analysis on the 
situation.

“If there’s one thing I’ve learned in 
my business major, and there is only 
one thing, it’s that profit equals revenue 
minus expenses. And like, yeah, I think 
that profit is important. So I’m glad glass 
companies are getting to make more. I’m 
actually hoping prices will be even higher 
by the time I graduate so I can pay back 
all these loans.”

Congress is currently in session 
debating how to help glass companies in 
these trying times.

“We need to lower their taxes,” said 
one Republican senator, who refused to 

elaborate.
“The American people are going 

through a rough time right now. These 
price hikes are disproportionately 
affecting our minority communities, 
they’re really feeling the sting more than 
the rest of us,” one Democratic senator 
said. “And the only way to help is by 
lowering corporate taxes. Trust me.”

Biden spoke again on the issue 
yesterday, this time emphasizing the 
actions being taken against the Sith.

“We’ve, you know, spoken with our 
corporate overlords. And we’re really 
giving it to the Sith now, they’ll be 
suffering economically for as long as this 
conflict continues. Vader is currently 
banned from Twitter, and the average 
citizen living under Sith rule no longer 
has access to methods they once used to 
pay for basic services, so we’re hopeful 
that this will all end very soon. What’s 
that? No, no I don’t think people should 
be concerned about how much power 
companies have over them.”

Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

SATIRE — The concrete cube, known 
by many as J.L. Fletcher Hall, will be 
painted vermilion to match the red-brick 
look of every other building on campus, 
according to the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette.

Fletcher Hall houses the College of 
the Arts, as well as the College of Pain 
and Suffering. Visual arts students are 
enrolled in both colleges simultaneously, 
in accordance with the university’s policy 
requiring all non-athletic students to be 
academically punished.

Many students didn’t even know the 
building existed, or that it’s a part of UL 
Lafayette campus until the university 
announced this project. Even more 
students didn’t even know we had an 
entire college for the arts. 

Fletcher Hall has stood for years in 
defiance of UL Lafayette’s branding 
guidelines. The gray building, which 
sits on the corner of Girard Park Circle 
and East Lewis Street, is an artistic 
interpretation of the typical, red-brick 
buildings on campus. The blocky, 
industrial construction represents 
utopian idealism, as well as the death of 
God in our modern age. The gray color 
represents gray paint.

But due to arts funding being cut and 
art students being persecuted, there’s no 
one left at UL Lafayette that understands 
critical thinking. 

Dean of College of Pain and Suffering 
Ang Ela gave further insight in an 
interview with The Vermilion.

“It’s always been like this,” Ela said. “No 
one understands us, poor artists. Our lot 
in life is to toil and anguish in the name 
of our craft; our craft being those realistic 
drawings of eyes you see sometimes on 
Instagram.”

Ela is currently working on a 
performance art piece in protest of the 
renovation. 

“We’re going to interrupt classes and 
stand in the Fletcher courtyard,” Ela 
said. “Then, we’ll douse ourselves in red 
paint in a symbolic act of solidarity for 
the building itself. Did I mention that 
everyone will be naked?” 

The project is set to be completed 
within a few weeks, but could take as long 
as 45 years in line with UL Lafayette’s 
typical construction time frame. The 
Student Government Association 
was reportedly not involved in the 
decision and later issued a statement in 
opposition.

“We at SGA oppose the university’s 
decision to paint J.L. Fletcher Hall 
red. The money being spent on this 
project belongs to the students, and 
our exclusion from this decision sets a 
dangerous precedent. We would rather 
spend money on things students actually 
want, like a second pier on Cypress Lake. 
Sincerely, SGA.”

When asked who exactly made the 
decision to paint Fletcher Hall red, 
university administration was unable to 
answer. Instead, they pointed to other 
university construction projects such as 
the renovations to St. Mary Boulevard 
and Hebrard Boulevard and the 
construction of Heritage Apartments. 

“Everyone liked these improvements, 
so students should trust that the 
university knows what it’s doing. A 
red Fletcher Hall will be a dramatic 
improvement, and it will bring increased 
visibility to whatever it is they do in that 
building,” a spokesperson said. 

The UL Lafayette School of 
Architecture and Design also commented 
on the news, saying, “We don’t care what 
color the building is, as long as we get to 
take credit for it. Oh, and we also want 
to keep letting our freshmen fill the first 
floor with cardboard models, that’s really 
important to us.”

Fletcher Hall to be painted vermilion 
in response to community outrage

Glass prices in the US surge following 
new conflict in a galaxy far, far away

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Graphic by Julia McDow
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“What did you do for St. 
Patrick’s Day?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Issac Henry, Marie Ducote and Meg Norwood.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Juliana Berry
POLITICAL SCIENCE  FRESHMAN

“I didn’t do anything. 
Studying?”

Jersey Rebere
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“I literally just ordered in, 
and that’s it.”

Elizabeth Theriot
VISUAL ARTS  JUNIOR

“I did nothing. I went to 
class.”

Olivia Ramsey
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Homework.”

Morgan Futch
SPEECH PATHOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“I didn’t really do anything 
special, just a normal 
day.”

Rodney Harris
COMPUTER SCIENCE  SENIOR

“Nothing in particular, 
just went to class like 
normal.”

Discounts

HAPPY HOUR
2:00 -  4:00 PM

10% OFF COMBOS
50% OFF DRINKS

3300 Johnston St., Lafayette, Louisiana

The hottest thing under the bun!
Cajun
      Blaze
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