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There have been four cases of hazing 
reported at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette for the 2021-2022 academic year.

Alpha Phi Alpha and Pi Kappa Alpha 
are currently being investigated for 
hazing. 

The other two hazing allegations 
against Sigma Nu and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
have undergone investigations and the 
incidents were unfounded. 

According to Gregory Zerangue, 
the senior associate dean of students, 
the investigation found no evidence to 
support the hazing allegations.

 “There was an accusation of hazing, 
police investigated it as well as Student 
Rights and Responsibilities, and 
unfounded means there was no hazing 
substantiated,” Zerangue said. 

 UL Lafayette has a continuously 
updated policy and penalties for hazing 
related incidents. 

Dean of Students Margarita Perez says 
that the UL Lafayette hazing policy has 
been reaffirmed as of Aug. 1, 2019. The 
new policy was revised in response to 
the Max Gruver Act that was signed by 
Governor John Bel Edwards in 2018.

“Students need to know that their 
leaders take hazing seriously,” Gov. 
Edwards said. “This legislation sends the 
clear message that the state of Louisiana 
does not tolerate hazing of any kind. It 
is one important step toward ending the 
culture of hazing and secrecy in university 
organizations and creating a culture of 
openness, honesty and accountability.”

The new policy has generated new 
procedures and actions to prevent hazing. 
Students and organizations are educated 
with training about hazing. The university 
works with the organizations by requiring 
them to complete an online education 
program. 

Various UL Lafayette fraternities 
and sororities have also taken it upon 
themselves to prevent hazing within their 
organizations.

Hailey Densmore, a senior majoring in 
chemistry and the vice president of Sigma 
Alpha Iota, shared how they take hazing 
seriously and strive to treat their initiates 
fairly, as well as extensively teaching 
against hazing within the sorority.

“It’s any situation that creates mental 

or physical discomfort or harassment,” 
Densmore said. “It could be seen as 
something as little as a scavenger hunt 
or wearing something embarrassing for 
reasons, making them work late, harming 
their mental health, making them do 
embarrassing stunts in public, anything 
like that we consider hazing. We condemn 
any hazing activities, we condemn hazing 
of prospective initiates, we do not see it 
as okay at all. And we affirm that for our 
initiates, we want to treat them with the 
best dignity that we have because hazing is 
just wrong in my opinion. And we should 
be looking for a future where we can teach 
our initiates without hazing and putting 
people in danger.”

Seth Duet, a freshman majoring in 
biology and a member of Lambda Chi 
Alpha, spoke on how his fraternity treats 
hazing as a serious matter.

“Hazing is one of those things that we 
take seriously because, you know, we do a 
lot to make sure that we don’t cross any of 
those boundaries,” Duet said.

Duet further added that they treat 
their new members as equals to active 
members, referring to them as “associates” 
rather than pledges, as a way to prevent 

hazing or harassment
 “Basically the way that works is our 

associates have all the same rights that all 
of our actives do. We do that kind of as a 
precaution,” Duet said. “We’re all human, 
they’re at the same level that we’re on. We 
don’t really like to separate each other like 
that. So that’s just one of the things we 
do but we definitely go ahead and make 
clear that you shouldn’t be treating new 
members or anyone really in any sort of 
derogatory way, anything that would be 
humiliating, that’s just not who we are.”

Hazing allegations are reported to the 
University of Louisiana System, university 
police and the Office of Student Rights 
and Responsibilities. Hazing falls under 
the two categories that are considered 
under the Student Code of Conduct and 
criminal charges. 

The UL Lafayette defines hazing 
in its hazing policy as an intentional, 
knowing or reckless act directed against 
an individual which “endangers the 
mental or physical health or safety of a 
student for the purpose of pledging, being 
initiated into, affiliating with, holding 
office in, or maintaining membership in 
any Organization whose members are 

or include students at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette.”

“It is possible that you could be found 
not responsible for criminal hazing but 
found responsible for hazing as it relates 
to our code of conduct,” Perez said. 

The Louisiana State Legislature states 
those who haze can be either suspended, 
dismissed or expelled from the university. 

Given that hazing is against the law 
there will be legal repercussions as well.

“It shall be unlawful for any person 
to commit an act of hazing,” Louisiana 
Legislature states, “any person who 
commits an act of hazing shall be 
either fined up to one thousand dollars, 
imprisoned for up to six months, or both.”

Students are encouraged to report any 
type of hazing they may see or suspect 
happening.

 “See Something Say Something. We all 
have a role in preventing hazing on our 
campus. Raise the flag, let someone know, 
report it,” Perez said.

Hazing reports at university, two 
fraternities under investigation
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Front view of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity house on March 27.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford 

Mar. 25
• At 10:29 p.m., officers located a suspicious person in Agnes Edwards and 
issued a summons.

Mar. 23
• At 11:17 a.m., officers received a report about misuse of fire extinguishers and 
unauthorized entry at Cajun Field Stadium.

• At 3:34 p.m., a 14ft black flat bed trailer was reported missing from Cajun Field 
Maintenance.

• At 6:52 p.m., officers responded to a possible hit and run that occurred off 
Hebrard Avenue involving a silver 2019 Ford F150, but officers could not 
determine if the damage was caused on UL Lafayette property.

Mar. 22
• At 3:16 p.m., an officer was dispatched to Baker Hall in reference to a possible 
drug law violation.

Mar. 21
• At 10:04 p.m., officers were dispatched to Coronna Hall in reference to elevator 
camera wires being pulled out of the ceiling.

Mar. 20
• At 4:31 p.m., officers were dispatched to 311 E. Lewis St. in reference to a hit 
and run crash involving a white 2018 Chevrolet Tahoe.

Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

On March 24, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette held the 15th 
annual Women’s Leadership Conference 
in honor of Women’s History Month.

The conference took place on the 
second floor of the Student Union. 
Multiple stands were set up on the second 
floor of the Student Union representing 
women-led organizations or businesses 
that were owned or run by women.

At the event, there were also three 
keynote speakers: Angela Morrison, the 
community development manager for 
Meritus Credit Union; Hang Thi Yen 
Black, author of “Embrace Your Edge” 
and Valin S. Jordan, Ph.D., an academic 
and social justice educator.

Attendees were provided with a 
14-page pamphlet that described each 
session and what they were about. In 
total, four breakout sessions focused on 
three main components, mind, body, and 
soul. 

This event has given women the chance 
to speak about how they feel without any 
judgment. In one of the sessions, four 
professionals, Dominique Haughton, 
Rose Honegger, Sarah Young and Tonya 
Bolden-Ball, were talking about impostor 
syndrome. 

According to an article by the 
American Psychological Association, 
“Impostor phenomenon occurs among 
high achievers who are unable to 
internalize and accept their success. They 
often attribute their accomplishments to 
luck rather than to ability, and fear that 
others will eventually unmask them as a 
fraud.”

Each woman on the panel explained 
impostor syndrome from their 
perspective. 

“We deal with minimization. You can 
not cry, you have to be strong all the 

time,” Haughton said. “I’m sharing this 
with you because I thought about our 
upcoming conversion about impostor 
syndrome. How we oftentimes have to 
sit there and take it and you better not 
cry. You have to suck it up, and how 
many times we’ve been told just to take 
it and we wonder why, as our keynote 
mentioned, end up in the ER.”

Bolden-Ball elaborated on her personal 
experience with impostor syndrome.

“Because I grew up in a religious 
home, I didn’t have an identity. I couldn’t 
invoice my opinions. I couldn’t say much 
because I was a child. I was wrong. I was 
not right,” Bolden-Ball said. “So that 
email triggered that little child because 
throughout childhood, throughout 
adolescence, throughout adulthood, 
and especially in 2016, so many people 
will call on me to do so much public 
speaking. I will tell them no because I just 
didn’t feel like I was qualified to be able to 
do those types of things. So as I received 
that email, I had to nurture my inner 
child for the rest of the week.”

The other breakout session, “Balance: 
I am a friend not a foe,” was hosted by 
Donta Mills. He demonstrated four 
breathing techniques to help others 
destress.

The techniques helped calm the crowd, 
along with silencing the room for a short 
moment.

Mills clarified throughout the whole 
session that he was not a woman and has 
not experienced the same events that they 
go through. He explained that he goes 
to the annual conference to help women 
through times of trouble.

“I honor the female. I put her at the 
top because we know that life is given by 
women. A lot of things are given by them 
so I applaud them,” Mills said.

15th annual Women’s 
Leadership Conference

COVID-19 dashboard reports 2 new 
cases last week, university total at 2,060
Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

There were 2 new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of March 26, according 
to the university’s COVID-19 dashboard 

on March 28.
According to the dashboard as of 

Monday at 2:30 p.m., the university 
reported that 312 students and 508 
faculty and staff members contracted the 
virus, and 1,240 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 2,060 

cases among students, faculty and staff at 
UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 

were taken by off-campus health care 
providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

As of Monday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with The 
Vermilion for more updates.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Faith Scholl / The Vermilion

A booth at the 15th annual Women’s Conference promoting the needs of young women on 
March 24.
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Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

KOK Wings & Things, founded 
by former University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette students, has announced it will 
be establishing a new location in Baton 
Rouge and aims to have it open by July.

KOK was founded by Corey McCoy, 
Avery Bell, Jared Johnson and Tre’jan 
Vinson, who were fraternity brothers 
in Kappa Alpha Psi. McCoy shared 
how the concept of the restaurant first 
came about when chief executive officer 
McCoy and Vinson decided to cook for a 
house party.

“We were living together while we 
were going to UL. Me and Trey were 
fraternity brothers at the time, and we 
started to throw house parties at our 
house,” McCoy said. “We ended up 
thinking about cooking for everybody, 
making the party a little bit more fun 
and my dad had a nice little recipe 
that he thought, so we tried it out a 
couple times. It was pretty good, pretty 
successful, and I realized we could 
possibly make a business out of it.”

The KOK in Baton Rouge will be 
their fourth location, on top of their 
two locations in Lafayette and one in 
Franklin. 

“We want to get ready before the fall 
semester starts, you know LSU and 
Southern homecoming — so much 
going on in the fall and fall is always 
restaurants’ high period,” Vinson said. 
“So we want to get our staff trained and 
get the community in Baton Rouge really 
used to having the best wings in town.”

This new location will be a full service 
location like the one on University 
Avenue. They hope to replicate the 
success of their University Avenue 
location by adapting to the local 
community in Baton Rouge.

“That location will replicate a lot 
of what University has, but just how 
University started off just selling food 
and alcohol and then adapting to the 
community, we want to take that same 
approach,” Vinson said.

On the topic of why Baton Rouge was 
chosen, Vinson shared that there’s been 
a demand there and that it’s a larger 
market than Lafayette, giving them the 
opportunity to see how well they’re able 
to do in a more populated city.

“It’s been a high demand and we’ve 
been wanting to elevate from one market 
to another. Baton Rouge is a bigger 
market than Lafayette, there’s just more 

people, more infrastructure there,” 
Vinson said. “We’ve only been able to 
go to lateral markets like southside 
Lafayette or Franklin, so this would be 
the first time that we’d actually see what 
our product and our brand can do in a 
bigger city and how quickly we can make 
an impact.”

Vinson further added that they do 
plan to expand KOK further with the 
goal to eventually become a national 
brand.

“We want to get out of state, we want 
to go from city to city, state to state, 
maybe even to another country if at all 
possible. Right now we’re trying to make 

sure that we can go from major city to 
major city in Louisiana,” Vinson said.

Vinson spoke on how KOK had 
opened up three locations within a year 
of each other when they first started up, 
though they slowed down to focus on 
infrastructure and staffing. However, the 
hope now is to ramp up the addition of 
new locations again.

“Going to Baton Rouge will help with 
that because it’ll show how quickly and 
effectively we can implement the things 
that we planned,” Vinson said.

KOK Wings & Things looks to open 
new location in Baton Rouge soon

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

From left to right: Avery Bell, Tré’jan Vinson, Jared Johnson and Cory McCoy, co-founders of KOK.

Cajun Candids
The Big Event

Photos by Andre Broussard
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

As the Ragin’ Cajuns continue going 
through their offseason training, it’s a 
given that there will be a few tweaks to 
their roster. This month, point guard 
and Norcross, Georgia native Ty Harper 
entered the transfer portal, looking to 
take his talents elsewhere and showcase 
his game.

Harper, an early enrollee in December 
of 2020, selected Louisiana over a 
myriad of other programs, really making 
an impact early in his Cajuns career. 

Coming to Lafayette in 2020 with 
20 games remaining, Harper played in 
each one, averaging 5.6 points per game 
during his freshman season.

His second year in the program 
wasn’t what many had hoped for due to 
inconsistent minutes. With Head Coach 
Bobby Marlin electing to dive deep into 
the transfer portal and snag a few gems 
(St. John’s transfer Greg Williams and 
San Jose State transfer Jalen Dalcourt), it 
was a given Harper was likely to see less 
minutes.

Despite not seeing the floor as much, 
Harper still made an impact when 
available. He provided key defensive 
possessions and three starts throughout 
the 16 games he saw action in.

Now, Harper has the chance to go 
through the recruiting process again to 
find a program that best suits his game. 

With a few PAC-12 schools calling his 
phone before committing to Louisiana, 
Harper could go back to the West Coast 
and play his style of basketball over 
there.

Prior to joining the Ragin’ Cajuns, 
Harper’s list of offers coming out of high 
school included USC, Virginia Tech and 
Nevada, among others. Providing a skill 
set that can translate well at the next 
level, it’s his freakish athleticism that 
separates him from his peers. Harper 
can simply jump out of the gym, giving 
highlight reel dunks on a consistent 
basis.

The Georgia native averaged nearly 16 
points per game as a senior in 2019-20 
at Santa Clarita Christian School in 
California. Attending Golden State Prep 
in the fall before coming to UL, Harper 
burst onto the scene quickly, gaining the 
attention of many schools.

 The transfer portal has become the 
new normal for college athletics. With 
an immediate eligibility waiver, players 
no longer have to sit out a year like 
before. Simply entering the portal and 
finding your next destination, one can 
suit up and play as they please.

Harper now enters the next phase 
of his basketball career where his 
Ragin’ Cajuns history is in the rearview 
mirror and he looks for this chapter 
of basketball. A dynamic athlete with 
potential through the roof, Harper has a 
bright future ahead of him.

Transfer portal strikes again: Louisiana 
guard Ty Harper seeks new program

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

As the season trudges on for the 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Baseball team, 
another conference matchup with 
the South Alabama Jaguars began in 
Russo Park on March 25. The Jaguars 
came into the series sporting a 15–4 
record, including a sweep of their 
first conference matchup against the 
University of Texas at Arlington. Despite 
recent disappointments, Cajuns fans still 
filled the stands 4,000 strong for each 
game of the series.

On Friday, both teams started off hot 
in the first inning; a Will Veillon error 
off a Hunter Stokes single opened the 
scoring, and the Cajuns answered with 

a well-placed groundout from freshman 
shortstop Kyle DeBarge off a 1–1 count 
to tie the game at 1–1.

Junior right fielder Heath Hood’s and 
DeBarge’s at-bats would prove invaluable 
to the Cajuns, as their runs in the second 
and third innings would help extend 
the lead off a throwing error and a 
Veillon triple, respectively. The Jaguar’s 
Diego Altamirano’s double-RBI shot in 
the fourth inning would again tie the 
game, 3–3.

The scoring would go dead silent 
for an incredible six innings, taking 
the game late into the night with extra 
innings. The Jaguars’ Cameron Tissue 
would end the drought with a clutch 
home run off a full pitch count in the 
eleventh inning. Not to be outdone, the 

Cajuns rallied with hits from redshirt 
freshman Conor Higgs, junior center 
fielder Max Marusak and DeBarge to 
walk the game off, 5–4.

Senior Brandon Talley and sophomore 
Bo Bonds would handle most of the 
pitching duties that day, as sophomore 
starter Chipper Menard would be pulled 
after just two batters. Bonds would put 
up an incredible 14 strikeouts to one 
earned run, helping the Cajuns outdo 
the incredible efforts of Jaguars’ reliever 
Miles Smith.

The Cajuns’ next game on Saturday 
saw the Jaguars raced out to an early 
lead off the bats of Charles Middleton, 
Hunter Donaldson, and Reid Powers. 
Cajuns star right fielder Carson 
Roccaforte answered with a three-run 

homer in the fourth to tie the game, 
3–3. The Jaguars lineup would again 
take a three-run lead in a brutal sixth 
inning that would see the Cajuns use 
three pitchers in an attempt to escape. 
Roccaforte would follow up with two 
more runs, including a solo homer in 
the ninth in an attempted comeback 
rally, but the Cajuns would fall one run 
short, 5–6.

 That this game wasn’t even more out 
of hand is a testament to the Cajuns’ 
bullpen, as the Jaguars would record 12 
hits this game, but only score off half 
of them. Senior pitcher Jacob Schultz 
would tally his first loss of the season, 
and Ray would clean up the last three 
innings with no runs allowed.

The Cajuns’ final game of the weekend 
would again start strong for both teams 
with homers courtesy of the Jaguars’ 
Miles Simington and the Cajuns’ 
Roccaforte; score 2–2. A Connor Kimple 
shot to midfield would take the lead for 
the Cajuns in the fourth inning, and 
Simington would again answer in the 
seventh with a double to left. Finally, 
the Cajuns would shut the door in the 
same inning with a flurry of hits from 
Bobby Lada, Tyler Robertson, DeBarge, 
Roccaforte, and Veillon to end the 
game 6–3.

 Redshirt freshman Dylan Theut 
records his first win in this one, aided 
by a save from Menard and a 72-pitch 
outing from senior Jeff Wilson. 

Overall, this was a much more positive 
series from the Cajuns as a whole. Areas 
of concern, like errors and cold stretches 
in the batting lineup, are still present; 
and while not perfect, the legend of 
Carson Roccaforte and the clutch factor 
of this entire team may actually start to 
turn this season around.

Cajuns baseball wins series in 
spite of South Alabama’s efforts

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Ty Harper drives the ball down the court as the Louisiana Ragin Cajuns take on the UT 
Arlington Mavericks in the Cajundome Monday, Feb. 22, 2021.

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Ragin’ Cajuns stood for the national anthem on Saturday, Feb. 19.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

New Head Coach Dennis Allen and 
his staff have been handed the keys to a 
potential Super Bowl contender in the 
New Orleans Saints. With a continually 
great defense and several key pieces 
returning to the offense, bolstering the 
roster in free agency will be crucial to 
this organization’s results next season. 

Through incredible contract 
restructuring and cost-cutting measures, 
General Manager Mickey Loomis has 
flipped a daunting $43 million over 
the salary cap into $30 million under 
budget, giving the team plenty of room 
to work with. Below is a discussion of 
the most important free agent signings 
so far.

After superstar quarterback Deshaun 
Watson’s legal charges were thrown out 
by a grand jury on March 11, a myriad 
of teams in the NFL expressed at least 
partial interest in acquiring him from 
the Houston Texans. The Saints front 
office was no exception. Seen as front-
runners in trade talks, owner Gayle 
Benson made meeting with Watson and 
his team a priority.

After NFL insider Adam Schefter and 
others confidently declared the Saints 
and Falcons his preferred destinations, 
Watson would go on to shock the NFL 
world by waiving his no-trade clause 
for a new home in Cleveland for $230 
million, the most guaranteed money in 
NFL history.

After this swing-and-a-miss, the Saints 
fell back on their ‘plan B’ and re-signed 
last season’s starter, Jameis Winston, to a 
two-year, $28 million contract.

Winston’s numbers were up-and-
down over his six-and-a-quarter games 
played, but he led the team to a 5–2 
record, managed an above-average 
passer rating, and threw 14 touchdowns 
to five interceptions and two fumbles, a 
huge mark of progress from his famously 
turnover-happy tenure in Tampa Bay.

The team’s main focus so far has 
been re-signing defensive players, such 
as: defensive tackles Jalen Dalton and 

Albert Huggins; defensive end Carl 
Granderson; and cornerback Jordan 
Miller. 

Wide receiver Lil’Jordan Humphrey 
has also been re-signed, and superstar 
Michael Thomas will be back from what 
feels like free agency after missing last 
season off of complications from ankle 
surgery.

The team’s next free agency move 
made some scratch their heads: 
following Marcus Williams’ departure, 
the Saints signed free agent safeties 
Marcus Maye and Daniel Sorensen to 
three- and one-year deals, respectively.

Maye was a decently productive 
safety in his five seasons with the New 
York Jets before tearing his Achilles 

tendon in November of last year. His 
recovery progress this offseason will be 
a huge determining factor for the team’s 
upcoming draft plan.

In his eight seasons with the Chiefs, 
Sorensen had always been overshadowed 
by other talent in the backfield, most 
notably LSU alum and Pro Bowl 
cornerback Tyrann Mathieu, a much 
more consistent playmaker also in free 
agency. Several sources have propagated 
rumors that the Saints are interested in 
signing him, but no deal has manifested 
as of yet. Sorensen is, in his own words, 
expecting to play special teams and 
defense, which gives some hope to 
disgruntled Saints fans for a higher-
upside player to be taken in the draft.

These signings, whether fully 
embraced by the fanbase or not, all help 
bring fresh energy and competition 
to the locker room. Remaining needs 
on the team include a backup running 
back, a tight end and another star wide 
receiver. 

The front office will certainly look to 
use the remainder of this salary cap as 
the offseason continues; on the Saints’ 
official Twitter right now, their bio reads, 
“Keep tagging us in tweets of the players 
you want us to sign or draft. The more 
[eyes] in the tweet, the better.”

New Orleans Saints making offseason 
moves by acquiring veteran players

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

Gordon McKernan Injury Attorneys 
continue dipping into the NIL space 
with student athletes. With McKernan 
making a splash with LSU athletes over 
the course of the last few months, he’s 
now broadened his list and signed two 
Louisiana football players.

Inking a deal with senior outside 
linebacker Andre Jones and sophomore 
wide receiver Dontae Fleming, 
McKernan looks to replicate the success 
he has had with his LSU athletes here in 
Cajun country.

When asked about the NIL deals, 
McKernan said, “I’m thrilled to partner 
with these talented Lafayette student-
athletes. With our presence throughout 
most of Louisiana, it’s been my intention 
to find partners across many Louisiana 
universities. I’m thrilled to start that 
process at UL with Andre and Dontae.”

The opportunity to sign a deal with 
Fleming was a key piece to this for 
McKernan. A highly-touted recruit 
coming out of high school, earning 
offers from the likes of Memphis, ULM 
and Arkansas State, Fleming is just 
coming onto the scene for the Cajuns.

In a wide receiver room with so much 
talent, Fleming proved that he has the 
chance to separate himself from the rest 
and become a dominant receiver in the 
Sun Belt Conference. With sophomore 
wide receiver Kyren Lacy entering the 
transfer portal and taking his talent to 

LSU, it gives Fleming that much greater 
of a chance to earn more reps.

Speaking of Lacy, once committing to 
the Tigers in Baton Rouge, he too earned 
an NIL deal with Gordan McKernan 
Injury Attorneys. It’s clear McKernan 
and his group are serious about getting 
more involved in the name, image 
and likeness space and this is just the 
beginning for his team.

This NIL deal gives players the 
opportunity to gain more exposure 
whether it is in his commercials he has 
going on television consistently or going 
out into the community to receive more 
notoriety from the fan base.

McKernan is adamant about having 
his athletes do more around their cities. 
Having autograph sessions where fans 
can meet the star athletes and have them 
benefit off of their name is a huge piece 
to this puzzle.

Recently, McKernan and his team 
produced a commercial that features a 
myriad of his LSU athletes, which could 
lead one to believe that Fleming and 
Jones could be next to get their name out 
to the public more.

For a Group of Five school like 
Louisiana, any big time NIL deal is a 
win, and as long as our student-athletes 
continue dominating in their respective 
sport, expect the NIL deals to continue 
flowing.

Louisiana athletes partner with 
Gordon McKernan in NIL deals
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Dontae Fleming (No. 17) lines up next to Billy Napier before they run onto Cajun Field as 
the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns prepare to take on Texas State on Oct. 30, 2021.
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Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

Cars are the worst, man. I don’t think 
there’s a greater symbol of the failure of 
the American Dream than a car.

They’ve been sold to us as emblematic 
of freedom: go wherever you want, 
whenever you want, and have complete 
control over it. But is being forced to 
have a car to get places really freeing? 
What’s freeing about a car? What’s 
freeing about having to risk an accident 
every morning, having to get tags 
renewed, having to pump gas with 
mercurial prices or having to pay just to 
be able to leave your car somewhere?

It’s the crystallization of consumerism 
and waste. We really don’t need cars at 
all. They’re an inefficient use of resources 
and an inefficient way to move large 
masses of people around. The electric 
cars everyone’s raving about don’t really 
fix the issue either; we’re still expending 
a massive amount of resources to 
manufacture them and using up energy 
to keep them running.

We actually solved the issue of cars a 
long time ago. Literally just trains and 

buses. That’s all anyone really needs. 
We could build the entire infrastructure 
of cities around public transport, and 
you wouldn’t even miss having a car. 
You could get other stuff done while in 
transit instead of having to focus on not 
getting run into by some dude trying to 
play Tetris on his phone while driving.

But somehow, the automobile industry 
has managed to essentially monopolize 
transportation, selling us that cars are 
wonderful, really. But they cost you 
to buy them, to maintain them, to use 
them, to do anything with them. They 
require you to work to get where you 
need to go, they call upon everyone to 
participate in pure waste.

Cities have been ruined by being 
designed around trying to accommodate 
large amounts of cars. In doing so, we 
fail to create a safe place for pedestrians, 
cyclists, or anyone not in a car to 
navigate. And it’s just ugly, we put things 
so far away from each other and there’s 
just so much empty space for no reason.

We don’t even need to completely 
eliminate cars to fix this. We just need 
infrastructure and investment into good 
public transport nationwide. It’s not like 

it’s a gigantic change to your way of life 
either: instead of getting in a car and 
having to drive yourself somewhere, you 
can just catch a train or a bus and get 
to the same place without the stress of 
being behind the wheel. Being on rails is 
basically the same as driving in a straight 
line on the highway anyway, except 
easier because all you do is sit there.

But instead of doing that, we get 
something like Elon Musk’s Vegas 
Loop, a public underground tunnel-
transportation system (okay, sounds 
good) that has people getting into a 
Tesla. Wait, what? Why? You’ve already 
built the tunnel dude, just put some rails 
and a train in there. Literally, just build a 
subway system.

This is the most brazen example of the 
failure that is car-based infrastructure. 
We have the perfect place to have a train, 
it’s literally been built, you just need 
the actual train. And instead, we have 
an automobile manufacturer using it to 
show off their cars instead.

It’s not just the way we move people, 
it’s so much of what’s been deeply 
ingrained into America that’s wasteful. 
It’s all the empty rundown houses we 

could be revitalizing, while the wealthy 
build their third or fourth gigantic 
McMansion. Furthermore, it’s the utter 
inaccessibility of quality and affordable 
healthcare, how many pharmaceutical 
companies charge for drugs that only 
cost a few dollars in other countries. It’s 
our sham of a democracy that puts on 
a big song-and-dance routine of pitting 
two parties against each other when 
they’re both being paid off by the same 
huge companies and fighting over the 
same issues they’ve been shouting about 
since the last century.

The American lifestyle we’ve been 
sold is inherently unsustainable. We’re 
wasting resources. We’re wasting 
time. We’re wasting what’s left of 
our atmosphere. But for anything 
to get better, deeply systemic and 
infrastructural changes have to be made. 
People that genuinely want America to 
be a better place to live need to be put 
in office.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Cars: The ultimate symbol of how 
the American Dream has failed
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Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

SATIRE — The University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette has begun questioning 
university President E. Joseph Savoie’s 
mascot nominee for Homecoming Court, 
a character named Buddy the Boudin Link.

Buddy is a delicious, dancing link 
of boudin who, if appointed as UL 
Lafayette’s new mascot, would liven up 
football games in a way that Cayenne the 
Pepper, a previous mascot, never could. 

Pending his confirmation, Buddy 
would become a key member of 
Homecoming Court, allowing him to 
influence UL Lafayette politics for the 
rest of his life. 

Before this happens, however, Buddy 
has to endure extensive grilling from 
the Student Government Association. In 
hearings that have lasted upwards of 15 
hours, Buddy has been asked to explain 

the various decisions he’s made during 
his near decade-long career as a mascot.

Buddy was also confronted with a 
decision he made in 2016, where he 
high-fived a man at a football game. The 
man was later revealed to have been a 
child molester.

“I was just doing my job as a mascot. 
Mascot rules, as dictated by SGA, give me 
the power to high-five anyone I choose,” 
Buddy said. “I literally had no way of 
knowing he was a child molester, and I 
don’t see how any of this is relevant to 
my appointment.” 

In one instance, SGA Republican 
Angela Grangela asked Buddy if he 
thought babies could be racist.

“Again, I’m not really sure what that 
has to do with my career as a mascot,” 
Buddy said. 

Other SGA representatives took the 
opportunity to extort Buddy’s hearing 
for their own political posturing, such as 

SGA Democrat Bory Cooker. 
“I think you and I are the same. I know 

what it’s like to be a mascot, because 
I worked at Smoothie King during a 
summer in high school. People like us 
have to put up with a lot of crap from 
these darn Republicans, so that’s why I’m 
running for SGA president in 2024. Vote 
for me!” Cooker said.

“I’m sorry, was that supposed to be 
a question? I don’t really understand 
what any of this has to do with me,” 
Buddy responded.

SGA has become increasingly 
polarized in recent years, and Buddy isn’t 
the first mascot who’s fallen victim to 
“cancel culture.” Previous mascots, such 
as Cayenne the Pepper, the Ragin’ Cajun 
Man and the Fabulous Cajun Chicken 
have all met the same fate. 

A similar situation to Buddy’s played 
out recently with the Supreme Court, 
which seems like it’s a little less important 

than UL Lafayette’s new mascot. Still, 
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson faces 
similar grilling from senators and the 
court of public opinion. 

She’s been questioned about pretty 
much every topic under the sun, from 
transgender rights to critical race theory. 
She’s maintained remarkable composure 
by refusing to answer questions that are 
neither relevant to her work as a judge or 
questions based on hypotheticals. 

The similarities between Brown 
Jackson and Buddy the Boudin Link 
are remarkable. Both have long careers 
in their field with mostly-airtight track 
records. Both are enduring considerable 
pressure from a polarized government to 
expose their politics and break composure. 
And both are just simply delicious. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

I listen to a lot of music, and I write 
a lot about music. But, unfortunately, I 
do not get to write about all the music I 
listen to. So I thought it would be fun to 
review some of my favorite albums from 
2021 to 2022 so far. 

“Blue Weekend” (June 4, 2021) by Wolf 
Alice is the album that made me into a 
Wolf Alice fan. It made me go back and 
revisit their two previous releases, “My 
Love Is Cool” (2015) and “Visions of a 
Life” (2017). The opening “The Beach” is 
a track that is a little over two minutes, 
but it does so much in that short amount 
of time. The track distorts towards the 
end, making the last few minutes of the 
song turbulent as the instrumentals melt 
into each other and lead singer Ellie 
Rowsell joins a choir of different voices as 
they all try to sing over the loudness that 
has slowly crept into the song. “Lipstick 
on the Glass” takes listeners on a more 
psychedelic route and shows a softer side 
to “Blue Weekend” that will be seen more 
on songs such as “Safe From Heartbreak 
(if you never fall in love),” “How Can I 
Make It OK?” and “The Last Man On 
Earth.” But Wolf Alice is never too far 
from that rock sound that marked their 
previous two albums. “Smile” and “Play 
the Greatest Hits” show us that they can 
still make headbanging music with an 
underlying message. 

“Jubilee” by Japanese Breakfast has 
been getting critical acclaim since its 
release on June 4, 2021. It deserves all the 
praise it gets. Michelle Zauner’s ethereal 
voice shines on the orchestral filled 
opener “Paprika.” The opening lyrics to 
“Paprika” have been stuck in my head 
since the first time I heard it, “Lucidity 
came slowly/I awoke from dreams of 
untying a great knot.” Zauner is at her 
most playful in the danceable, “Be Sweet.” 

From its first hint of shimmering synth 
at the beginning to its catchy chorus (“Be 
Sweet to me baby/I wanna believe in 
you, I wanna believe”), it captivates the 
listener every second it is playing. “Slide 
Tackle” has a more laid-back vibe with a 
saxophone solo that transcends the song 
and compliments the lyrics. “Jubilee” 
is a perfect name for this body of work 
because this album celebrates life and 
everything that comes with it.

Mitski’s “Laurel Hell” (Feb. 4, 2022) 
is full of songs about love and the 
heartbreak that can come with it. Her 
disillusionment with the music industry 
is explored in the sparseness of horns and 
percussions in “Working for the Knife.” A 
cathartic release of emotions can be felt 

back to back in “The Only Heartbreaker” 
and “Love Me More.” The upbeat tempo 
of “Should’ve Been Me” contradicts the 
lyrics that deal with feelings of isolation 
and regret that can form from lack of 
communication in a relationship and 
how that can disintegrate it. But the 
contradictions work in “Should’ve Been 
Me” favor; it made me look past the 
sound and pay close attention to what 
Mitski is singing. 

“Crash” (March 18, 2022) has cemented 
Charli XCX as one of the top pop acts of 
the 21st century. This is a stark departure 
from the hyperpop that marked her 
previous album “how i’m feeling now” 
(2020). “Crash” is always one foot in the 
past and one in the present. Especially 

in  the pulsating beat of the 80’s-esque 
electronic stylings of “Good Ones.” 
Featuring Christine and the Queens and 
Caroline Polacheck, “New Shapes” is the 
perfect tune for the dance floor, and a 
current of emotions is a throughline. All 
three of the voices in “New Shapes” fit 
perfectly together. The deep cut “Used To 
Know Me” sees the singer breaking free 
from a bad relationship and finding self-
worth, “I’m like a flower blooming since 
I left you behind.” “Crash” revels in the 
excess of pop, and I loved every minute 
of it. Charli XCX embraces her pop star 
status, but in her own way. 

I hope reading this has inspired you to 
give at least one of these albums a listen. 

A year in review: My four current 
favorite albums from 2021 to 2022

SATIRE

Mascot nominee endures questioning 
prior to joining to Homecoming Court
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“What is your favorite home 
cooked meal?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

 SOUNDING

OFF

D’andre Washington
RECORDING ARTS  FRESHMAN

“Macaroni and cheese.”

Acacia Gibson
KINESIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“Spaghetti casserole.”

Jacob Chagnard
COMPUTER SCIENCE  SENIOR

“Taco soup.”

Brandon Bullard
NURSING  FRESHMAN

“Porkchops and rice 
and gravy.”

Kristina Hoffman
POLITICAL SCIENCE  SOPHOMORE

“Pot roast.”

Gabrielle Dietel
BIOLOGY  JUNIOR

“Jambalaya.”
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