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On Saturday, Feb. 12, shots were fired 
in the area of Girard Park near the Legacy 
apartments. 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Police Department (ULPD) responded to 
the incident, and no injuries or damage 
to property were reported. ULPD made 
the decision at the time to not send out an 
alert to students through the Emergency 
Notification System (ENS).

Although an alert was not sent out, 
a separate incident also involving the 
discharge of a firearm on Wednesday, Feb. 
16 in the area of St. Mary Boulevard and 
Hebrard Street did trigger an alert to be 

sent through the ENS.
Lt. Billy Abrams, information officer for 

the ULPD, clarified that these incidents 
differed because the call on Feb. 12 came 
from the Lafayette police and was limited 
in the information provided.

“The key difference is the call came 
to us from Lafayette 911,” Abrams said. 
“One of the key things that we had on 
Wednesday was that we had a victim. 
We had a specific person that we can 
talk to and say, ‘Okay, what happened? 
What did you see?’ and they gave us the 
information.”

Abrams further spoke on the Clery 
Act, which requires institutions to issue a 
timely warning when a crime is occurring 
that poses a serious or ongoing threat to 

the campus community.
“So that’s the key thing. Did it pose a 

serious or ongoing threat to the campus 
community? And at the time, the answer 
was no,” Abrams said, adding that at the 
time of the call, the ULPD didn’t have any 
suspects, witnesses, reports of property 
damage or injuries.

It was this lack of information that 
resulted in the university police not 
sending an alert or a notice regarding the 
incident. 

Abrams emphasized the importance 
of relaying information regarding any 
incident or emergency to the police as 
soon as possible.

“It’s very important that we want our 
readers in the university community 
to know that if something happens, 
then you have to call immediately,” 
Abrams said. “The sooner that we get 
the information, then the quicker we can 
make the determination as to what type of 
notification we need to send out.”

Courtney Cobb, a sophomore majoring 
in moving image arts and living at Legacy 
park, expressed her concerns about the 
university police’s decision to not send out 
an alert at the time of the incident.

“I am somewhat used to hearing about 
situations like this happening, but it was 
(and frankly still is) a little off putting that 
no one received any notification about it 
happening.” Cobb wrote in a statement 
to the Vermilion. “I only knew about it 

because I could hear it from inside my 
apartment, so it was a bit freaky to have 
a potential threat like this too close for 
comfort and not knowing what was going on.”

Julia McDow, a paid graphic designer 
and podcast host for The Vermilion, also 
lives at Legacy Park and spoke to her 
mother about the incident. McDow’s 
mother, who did not wish to be named, 
expressed her concern over the lack of an alert.

“It’s very upsetting,” she said. “It’s scary 
because she could have been in danger 
and not have known and gone out there.”

Abrams reiterated that not sending an 
alert was a decision that had to be made, 
and that the university police’s objective 
is to ensure the safety of the campus 
community.

“We, as police officers, we have to make 
a split-second decision as to what to do, 
what not to do. Are we right 100% of the 
time? Well, point to me someone that is. 
And I’m not saying that to say Saturday we 
were, or we weren’t, but it’s just a decision 
that made is based on the information that 
we have,” Abrams said. 

Abrams further reiterated the university 
police’s goal to care for the safety of those 
on UL Lafayette campus.

“Our objective is to provide a safe 
environment on campus for that people 
that live here, for the people that work 
here, and for the people that visit here,” 
Abrams said.

ULPD clarifies lack of alert about 
shots fired near Legacy on Feb. 12

Lena Foster, Brittany LeJeune
NEWS EDITOR, NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
was recently recognized for their longtime 
research achievements and studies with 
the Carnegie Classification of Institutions 
of Higher Education’s R1 status.

This designation is the highest research 
status for colleges in the United States. UL 
Lafayette has moved to a R1 level, which 
is the top tier of research in the nation.

 This places UL Lafayette in the top 146 
universities in the country among colleges 
like Harvard University and Stanford 
University. The only other colleges in 
Louisiana that are R1 include Tulane 
University and Louisiana State University.

According to Dr. Ramesh Kolluru, vice 
president for research, innovation and 
economic development, “It is recognized 
as the gold standard when it comes to 
how universities are assessed, evaluated 
and classified.”

UL Lafayette conducted various forms 
of research in each of the colleges and 
then in the departments of that college. 
Research is being done in areas such as 
life sciences, climate change, computing, 
energy and human sciences. 

Certain student-related factors 
have also contributed to the school’s 
achievement. The R1 metrics measure 
how many doctoral graduates the 
university produces each year.

According to the Dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts Jordan Kellman, the English 
department in the College of Liberal Arts 
has produced a significant number of 
graduates and doctorates on its own. 

“So the English department alone 
produces 20% of the Ph.D.s for the whole 
university. Just that one program helped 
us get towards the goal and the threshold 
for the R1 status,” Kellman said. 

The university’s faculty and students 
have collaborated on different research 
efforts. Depending on what the 
department specializes in, research 
projects range from science-related 
studies to psychological investigation. 

According to the UL Lafayette website, 
“Research is an essential part of our 
University. Through research, our faculty 
and students contribute to an ever-
growing body of knowledge. But we 
specialize in applied research that solves 
real-world problems or improves people’s 
lives.”

One of the parameters for the R1 
classification is the number of research 
staff that are postdoctoral fellows working 
in research at the university.  

“These individuals wake up every day 
thinking research and go to bed every 
night thinking research. That’s what they 
do, that’s all they do,” Kolluru said. 

Rainey Lyons, a postdoctoral faculty 
member at UL Lafayette, studies applied 
mathematics where he works with 
structured population models in the 
space of measures. Lyons also encourages 
undergraduate students to work with 
professors.

 “It was through talking to the 
professors at UL that I got a real idea 
of what research looks like in that field 
because it is all very different from what 
you see in the classroom,” Lyons said.

The College of Engineering has 
independent projects in the different 
departments such as research in civil 
engineering, chemical engineering and 
industrial engineering that are divided 
according to their focus. 

In civil engineering, research is being 
conducted on water sustainability, 
environment engineering, transportation 
engineering and flood resilience and 
watershed management.

According to Mark Zappi, executive 
director of the Energy Institute of 
Louisiana and professor of chemical 
and civil engineering at UL Lafayette, 
researchers like himself have received 
funding to work with NASA. 

“We have 2.2 million dollars from 
NASA to help them design a wastewater 
treatment system to treat the water that 
they generate on the first human space 
camp,” Zappi said. 

Research methods differ in the College 
of Liberal Arts on UL Lafayette campus. 

“The liberal arts research efforts tend 
to focus on human problems and human 
situations and understanding the human 
world that we all live in and how you 
move and change it,” Kellman said. 

According to Christie Maloyed, 
associate dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, departments such as sociology study 
matters like family dynamics or children’s 
reaction to social occurrences. Other 
departments study matters pertaining to 
human understanding as well. 

“We see that come up in a lot of our 
different departments. Similar things are 
studied in our psychology and political 

science departments,” Maloyed said. 
“Why do we do the things that we do, and 
how can we improve?”

Hung-Chu Lin, a psychology professor 
and chair of the Institutional Review 
Board at UL Lafayette, won the Research 
Excellence Award during the 2020-
21 school year for her research on the 
interaction between an individual and 
their environment. 

According to Lin, various levels of a 
person’s environment, whether it’s social, 
physical cultural, or economical, can 
contribute to their development. Lin 
works with her students, undergraduate 
and graduate, to collect data and 
investigate. 

“I study how these different levels of 
developmental context have an impact on 

an individual’s development,” Lin said. 
The university gradually incorporated 

research efforts into their already 
established teaching system throughout 
the years according to Kellman, and 
unlike some other R1 institutions that 
have transferred their focus from their 
students to solely research, UL Lafayette 
still keeps research and teaching at the 
same level of importance. 

“Many institutions at the R1 level have 
focused on research to the point where 
they have walked away from that journey 
with students in one way or another. And 
the College of Liberal Arts is committed 
to not doing that and to continuing 
to value both and continuing on the 
assumption that they both feed each 
other,” Kellman said.

STEM and Liberal Arts departments 
headline UL’s push for R1 designation
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Research assistant Bimi Shrestha speaks at the R1 celebration on Wednesday, Feb. 23. 
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Students join in on the celebration at the R1 ceremony on Wednesday, Feb. 23.
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A university police car in front of Bittle Hall on Sunday, March 6.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford 

Mar. 2
• At 10:40 a.m., officers were dispatched in reference to a broken rear window 
on a state vehicle at 110 E University Ave.

• At 8:07 p.m., officers were dispatched to Coronna Hall in reference to people 
smoking marijuana in the community room. Two summons were issued.

Mar. 1
• At 3:14 p.m., someone reported the rear window of their gray 2018 Mitsubishi 
Outlander was damaged at 160 E Lewis St.

• At 4:06 p.m., officers responded to a generator fire near Gate 1 of Cajun Field.

Feb. 28
• At 5:58 p.m., someone reported an adult man attempting to get a juvenile 
female’s phone number at 2351 W Congress St.

• At 10:00 p.m., a group of juveniles were running across the culvert at the 
Cajundome, and it collapsed, causing injuries to two of them.

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

Students at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette are often faced with the 
decision of how to make money while 
working on their degrees. If in need of 
a job, students are left with the options 
of finding employment either on or off 
campus. 

In 2017, 43% of all full-time college 
students worked, with 10% of those 
working more than 35 hours per week, 
according to the National Center for 
Education Statistics,. The number is even 
higher for part-time students, of whom 
80% work, and 45% of whom work more 
than 35 hours a week.

There are several reasons why holding 
a job while attending school can assist 
students. According to thebalance.com, 
some of the major reasons that college 
students choose to work are to lessen 
debt, gain job experience, learn time 
management, improve grades and get 
employee benefits.  

Some students also focus on working 
during the summer to save up money for 
the time they are in school during the fall 
and spring. 

Cian Triplett, history major, works at 
Elks Lodge in New Orleans mostly on the 
weekends and in the summer. He says 
that he works there because of the people, 
the pay and the enjoyment. 

Triplett has also considered getting 
an on-campus job. He explains that his 
current job is too far away. Right now, 
Triplett says that his main focus while he 
is at school is studying. 

Lei Lani is a chemistry major who 
works as a desk agent in the resident halls 
on campus. She found her student job 
by applying to the Federal Work-Study 
program that is available when a student 
is awarded financial aid. 

“The Federal Work-Study program 
provides jobs on or off-campus to eligible 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
Students are assigned to a University 
department or a community service 
agency for an average of 12 hours per 
week and paid the federal minimum 
wage ($7.25/hr),” states the UL Lafayette 
website. 

Students without transportation can 
take advantage of working on campus. 
According to Lani, it is easy to work 
around their schedules and earn money 
while gaining experience.

“When you work early in the morning, 
you can wake up 10 minutes before you 
have to go. You never have to worry 
about car trouble or weather because you 
walk there,” Lani said. 

On the downside of working at an 
on-campus job, students are paid lower 
wages than an off-campus job. 

“It is sufficient, but it would be better 
to work off campus because the pay is 
$7.50, but off campus it is more,” Brianna 
McCastler, a biology major, who also 
works on campus, said. 

According to collegedata.com, the Cost 
of Attendance includes tuition and fees, 
room and board, books and supplies, and 
transportation and personal expenses. 
Working a job while attending college can 
help with the price of some of these costs 
that slowly add up during the school year.

Working a job while 
attending college at UL

COVID-19 dashboard reports 5 new 
cases last week, university total at 2,026
Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

There were 5 new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of Feb. 27, according to 
the university’s COVID-19 dashboard on 

Mar. 6.
According to the dashboard as of 

Sunday at 3:39 p.m., the university 
reported that 310 students and 504 
faculty and staff members contracted the 
virus and 1,212 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 2,026 

cases among students, faculty and staff at 
UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 

were taken by off-campus health care 
providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

As of Sunday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with The 
Vermilion for more updates.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Student Union worker Jamie Rivera sits at the front desk on Sunday, March 6.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

On Feb. 21, the Ragin’ Cajuns rolled 
into Birmingham, Alabama to compete 
in the Sun Belt Conference Indoor 
Championships for track and field. As 
expected, the team proved its mettle 
as one of the premier programs in the 
conference by matching last year’s team 
placements of third and fourth for men’s 
and women’s respectively. What was 
unprecedented was the fashion in which 
many of these points would come in, as 
the Cajuns turned up the pressure by 
setting a slew of personal and school 
records.

Expectations were high for Cajuns 
freshman sprinter Kiana Foster in the 
60-meter sprint event, as she had set the 
program record with a gold performance 

at this very meet a year prior. Foster 
would put up an impressive 7.39 second 
split, good for silver with teammate 
Shemia Odaine in a solid fourth; but 
it would be another Cajun freshman, 
Serenity Rogers, who would take home 
gold this year with an 8.31 in the 60 
meter hurdles.

On the men’s side, junior Brock 
Appiah would match Foster with a silver 
6.79 split. Trejun Jones followed with a 
6.86 for a close fourth. However, where 
Appiah would really shine this year was 
in the men’s 200, where he would bring 
home a gold with a dominant 21.24 split 
in the final. Right alongside him were 
teammates Caemon Scott with a 21.43 for 
bronze and Kashie Crockett with a 21.50 
for fourth. Yves Cherubin would bring 
home silver in the 60 hurdles with a 7.92.

The previously mentioned Odaine 
earned bronze in the long jump with a 

19 feet 9 inch personal best jump, and 
junior Chandler Mixon earned bronze in 
men’s heptathlon with 5,521 points, also a 
personal best.

The men’s distance medley run 
would see another program best set, as 
freshmen Peyton Chiasson, Brandon 
Rhone, Baptiste Depril-Dupre and 
Louden Boudreaux would set the pace 
for the entire final, only to be barely eked 
out by a gargantuan push from University 
of Texas at Arlington’s anchor Marquetin 
Barnes, whose efforts would relegate the 
Cajuns to a 10:07.35 split for silver.

The men’s 4x400 relay final also 
featured an incredible all-freshman 
Cajuns team. Nathan Fergusson and 
Antoni Hoyte-Small built an impressive 
straight-long lead early. The race would 
feature an amazing push from Brandon 
Rhone as Texas State challenged late, and 
a perfectly-executed pass to Texas anchor 

Brian West would see Javed Jones and 
crew fall just short of gold.

The true individual dominance of the 
championships, though, lies in freshman 
Sophie Daigle’s stunning performances, 
first in a program record 5k, then a 
program record 3k. Both races saw Daigle 
bide her time in second throughout 
before taking over in the final lap and 
finishing half a straight ahead of the field, 
with magnificent 16:52.88 and 9:52.82 
splits respectively.

Regardless of talent or experience level, 
track and field proves time and again to 
be the ultimate individual sport, often 
with victory and defeat hidden between 
the thinnest of margins. Consequently, 
every athlete stepping foot into this event 
deserves credit due to the immense effort 
and dedication put forth to help represent 
track and field and to maintain it as the 
great sport that it is.

Cajuns track team shows out at Sun 
Belt Conference Indoor Championships

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

It wasn’t quite the regular season 
that Head Coach Bobby Marlin and his 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns had hoped for 
after an active off season. Coming into 
the 2021-22 season, the Cajuns had 
high aspirations after adding a myriad 
of Power Five transfers, namely Arizona 
stud Jordan Brown.

Despite a fully revamped roster, this 
group struggled for much of the season, 
dropping winnable games from the jump. 
Between going 11-10 through their first 

21 games of the year and finishing 8th 
in the Sun Belt Conference, things didn’t 
improve until later in the season.

Rather than harping on the early 
season struggles, it’s important to note 
their success towards the backend of the 
year. Winning three of their last four 
regular-season games and putting on 
offensive clinics consistently, Marlin got 
this group to go out swinging.

Averaging over 70 points per game 
and really clicking on offense, it became 
evident this team had the versatility to 
compete, just hitting their stride late.

With last year’s Sun Belt Conference 

Defensive Player of the Year Theo 
Akwuba and Arizona transfer Jordan 
Brown manning the paint, it opened up a 
dynamic offense. Even getting freshman 
Joe Charles in on the action, the length 
and size of this roster really shined 
throughout much of the season.

Brown became the catalyst for the 
Cajuns throughout the season. Averaging 
a little over 15 points and nine rebounds 
a night, he became a double-double 
machine, making his presence felt on 
both ends of the floor.

Putting his name into the Sun 
Belt Conference Player of the Year 

conversation, Brown was a major bright 
spot for Marlin’s group. It was a matter of 
getting production from the rest of this 
talented roster to put the puzzle together.

Working inside eventually opened up 
the guard play of this team. Though St. 
Johns transfer Greg Williams Jr. may not 
have filled up the stat sheet routinely, his 
basketball IQ gave this team offensive 
success.  

  The shooting woes reigned supreme 
for much of the year from the guards, 
aside from former walk-on Kentrell 
Garnett. Despite shooting at an inefficient 
clip from three-point range as a team, 
Garnett became the one efficient, 
consistent shooter.

  Earning a scholarship this season, 
Garnett has seen himself turn into a killer 
from three, shooting near a 50% clip for 
the year.

Closing out the season on top and 
making the most of their opportunities 
really caught the attention of Cajun 
fans. Working their diverse offense and 
limiting turnovers is what changed the 
trajectory of the 2021-22 season.

To kick off the season, Louisiana 
proved to be one of the most careless 
teams with the basketball, averaging 
an incredible number of turnovers, 
but getting the sloppiness cleaned up 
and getting their game plan together 
sharpened this group.

As the Cajuns work their way into the 
Sun Belt Conference Tournament and 
look to be clicking at the right time, there 
is still hope within this locker room. To 
win out in the tournament and punch 
their ticket to the Big Dance would 
eliminate all struggles from earlier this 
season.

Ragin’ Cajuns basketball hit their stride, 
looking to reach full potential in March

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Claire Armstrong throws the javelin at a track meet on April 26, 2021.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Jalen Dalcourt celebrates during a basketball game on Saturday, March 4.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Baseball 
team rode into Round Rock, Texas on 
Friday, Feb. 25 for its first game ever 
in the annual Round Rock Classic, a 
tournament that, since 2020, has invited 
prestigious Division I baseball programs 
from around the country to compete for 
a weekend in late February. The Cajuns 
opened the weekend with their first 
matchup against the Stanford Cardinals, 
who were at the time ranked number 
four in the nation on D1Baseball.com’s 
Top 25 poll.

Both teams started hot in the first 
inning; a Tyler Robertson single opened 
the scoring, and the Cardinals answered 
with a homer from junior catcher Kody 
Huff off a 3-1 count to take the lead, 1–2.

Junior infielder Adam Krampton’s and 
Huff ’s at-bats would prove invaluable to 
the Cardinals, as their subsequent runs 
would help extend the lead off a pair of 
sac plays in the third and fourth innings, 
respectively. No more Cajuns runs 
would follow to bring the final score to 
rest at 1–5.

This game proved to be a slog for 
Cajuns’ sophomore pitcher Tommy Ray, 
who would end up throwing 72 pitches 
and balking twice in just four innings to 
record the loss. Despite the seemingly 
lopsided score, the game was in hand for 
most of the proceeding. The Cajuns’ four 
runs to tie were simply left on base by 
an excellent Stanford pitching crew, who 
generated several clutch strikeouts.

The Cajuns’ next game on Saturday 
would make them the victims of the 
Indiana Hoosiers squad looking to take 
out their anger over having not won a 
game on the season, and take out their 
anger they did. 

The final score would show a brutal 

4–12. The second inning would open 
with a first-pitch homer from junior 
catcher Matthew Ellis. The Cajuns would 
put up a fight in the inning, with junior 
outfielder Will Veillon’s triple to right 
scoring a run. 

Things would get out of hand in the 
third, though, with a combination of 
rough pitching and some of the worst 
fielding by the Cajuns all season. This 
culminated in a four-error, seven-run 
inning, which let the Hoosiers essentially 
cruise control the rest of the game.

Sophomore pitcher Peyton Harvard 
was pulled after throwing 51 pitches 
in just two innings to receive the loss, 
but despite calling up seven different 
pitchers throughout the game, the 
staff never really had an answer for the 

downward spiral that six unearned runs 
will put a team in.

The Cajuns’ final game of the 
tournament on Sunday saw them keep it 
the closest they had all weekend against 
the number-two-ranked Arkansas 
Razorbacks. The Cajuns opened the 
scoring in the first inning with a Connor 
Kimple single for one run. Another 
fielding error at second base tied the 
game for the Razorbacks, but the Cajuns’ 
rising star, sophomore outfielder Carson 
Roccaforte, would respond with a 
double to put the team back up, 3–1. 
Senior infielder Jalen Battles would take 
the lead for the Razorbacks in the eighth 
with a three-run home run off a 1-0 
count. Despite an attempt at a late rally 
jump started by junior Tyler Robinson, 

the game was pretty much over from 
that point on. 

Despite the pitching staff once again 
having to go through seven guys, 
the performance was definitely an 
improvement, with senior Jeff Wilson 
taking the brunt of the work with 
85 pitches in 4.2 innings. Redshirt 
freshman Dylan Theut records the loss 
in this one.

Even if these losses seem 
demoralizing, this invite proved that 
the perception of Cajuns baseball from 
the outside is a positive one. If the team 
wants to retain that reputation, it will 
have to work to win out against good-to-
great teams from here on out, and own 
the Sun Belt Conference like every fan 
knows it can.

Cajuns Baseball loses 3 in a row 
in Karbach Round Rock Classic

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

The roster overhaul for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns football program continues as 
spring football quickly approaches this 
month. With a myriad of Louisiana’s 
top offensive talent entering the college 
transfer portal, it’s important to mention 
the defensive adjustments as well.

Losing star linebacker Lorenzo 
McCaskill to the portal puts this defense 
in a bit of a bind as one of their key 
production pieces takes his skill set 
elsewhere. Since entering the portal, 
McCaskill has been a hot name on 
the market, receiving attention from 
schools ranging from elite Southeastern 
Conference programs in Tennessee and 
Missouri all the way to Texas and the 
University of Southern California (USC).

McCaskill spoke with Sports Illustrated 
All-American to give an update on 
the transfer portal process as he gets 
recruiting visits set in stone before 
selecting his next destination.

In this day and age, athletes take 
to Twitter to announce their offers to 
programs, but McCaskill has stayed away 
from social media and instead is keeping 
the process relatively to himself.

“There are other offers I haven’t put out 
yet,” McCaskill said to SI All-American. 
“There are some I am going to go visit. 
I am going to Texas on April 1. I am 
waiting to set up visits to a couple of 
others. I am visiting Missouri in March, 
but I don’t know what day yet, and I am 

going to visit Tennessee as well, and I 
think that will be sometime in March. 
I don’t have a date for USC and Miami, 
but Texas, Tennessee and Missouri are 
some of the ones I am for sure going to 
go visit.”

When it comes to the University of 
Texas, Louisiana fans know the city of 
Austin all too well after starting off the 
2021 season in their electric stadium. For 
McCaskill, the chance to play on such a 
star-studded field and make connections 
with Texas players could boost his 
chances in where he goes next.

On the gridiron, it’s hard to not 
connect with other athletes, especially 
against such a high-level opponent in 
Texas. Clearly, the feel of the stadium 
and the professional atmosphere has 
McCaskill high on UT.

“We played Texas the first game of 
the season, and I liked the environment 
in Austin,” McCaskill said to SI All-
American. “I definitely connected with a 
lot of the players when we were playing. 
There was a level of respect between both 
sides.”

The notoriety McCaskill has received 
since entering the portal should be no 
surprise to anyone. A two-time All-
Conference selection at Louisiana, his 
play style has him ranked highly amongst 
those remaining in the transfer portal. 
Going from a Group of Five team to 
a Power Five team should be an easy 
adjustment for the aggressive linebacker.

The recruitment process is tough, but 
luckily for McCaskill, this isn’t his first 

rodeo, as he’s been receiving calls from 
elite programs.

“The good thing is that it is not my 
first time with the recruiting process,” 
McCaskill said to SI All-American. “I 
have been through it before, so with me 
being experienced in college football for 
a little bit, I know what to look for. The 
bright lights aren’t going to amaze me. 
The uniforms and all of that, I am older 
now and not a high school recruit, so 

stuff like that is not going to really get 
me going. I want to know the system, 
how the team is, the culture, are they a 
brotherhood, things like that.”

As McCaskill begins taking official 
visits to Power Five programs and 
shortening his list of potential suitors, 
one school is about to get a linebacker 
who is more than ready to show what he’s 
made of on the biggest stage.

Louisiana Linebacker McCaskill 
drawing transfer portal interest

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Carson Roccaforte prepares to catch a ball at first base on Sunday, Feb. 20.

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Louisiana linebacker Lorenzo McCaskill walks onto Cajun Field on Oct. 30, 2021.
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

Since graduating from high school last 
year, I’ve been in and out of a reading 
slump. No, I do not think it is the post-
high school blues. I was actually glad 
to be done with high school. The main 
culprit seems to be nothing. I am not 
kidding; I can’t think of a reason why one 
day I just stopped reading for a bit.

Before I move on, let me just say that I 

love reading, and it’s my favorite activity 
after sleeping. A book was practically 
glued to my hand from elementary 
through high school. And a book is still 
most of the time attached to me. But 
recently, I’ve been struggling to finish a 
book. I start a book that I think will be a 
good read and then stop halfway through 
it.

It’s not like I just totally stopped 
reading. I am still getting my required 
reading for class done on time.

But there have been some bright 
spots in all of this. My reading slump 
has helped me rediscover my love for 
comic books. Reading trade paperbacks 
has gotten me back in the groove of 
reading again. I’ve been getting more into 
nonfiction, especially music memoirs. 
But I have discovered that I do like 
reading articles online; there have been 
many times that I have read some things 
that have been intriguing to me, and 
it has taken me down a rabbit hole of 

lots of exciting topics. A big part of my 
enjoyment of reading has always been 
intertwined with my love of learning.

In recent months, it has gotten 
better. My motivation for reading has 
come back. The stack of unread books 
collecting dust on my nightstand has 
slowly gotten smaller. I am very proud 
of the fact that I finished two books 
these past months. That really got my 
motivation back. Each book I complete is 
one step closer for them to finally be on 
my bookshelves next to all the other read 
books.

I have learned throughout this ordeal 
that it is okay not to finish a book 
promptly. Sometimes you just need to 
stop a book for a bit and return to see 
if you really like it. I have realized that 
reading a few pages before I go to bed is 
helpful. Finishing a chapter or two and 
not looking at my phone has been a great 
way to end my day and unwind for the 
night. 

I’ve tried not to have a reading list to 
get through; I just read what I am in the 
mood for. Sometimes that is a big, thick 
book, and sometimes it is a little 100-
page book. To me, the book’s content 
matters more than the size. 

The main thing to me is that I don’t 
want to feel weighed down from reading. 
I want to have fun and maybe learn 
something along the way. Reading 
recreationally should not feel like a chore 
or homework. I want to appreciate what I 
have read and take those lessons through 
life. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Cole Broussard, Isaac Henry
DESIGN MANAGER, SPORTS WRITER

SATIRE — Unfortunately for the folks 
reading at home, everyone’s favorite 
Vermilion segment has been cut from 
this week’s newspaper. This shocking turn 
of events spirals from a quite common 
mistake resident funny men make, called 
“hitting too close to home’ and ‘poor 
timing”.

The Vermilion jester put to death in 
this case, Design and Managing Editor 
Cole Broussard, unknowingly wrote an 
article dunking on the university’s recent 
“R1” status achievement, which as we all 
know is considered sacred by the Holy 
UL Empire, and treasonous to tread 
upon.

Just kidding. The real reason is because 
some other writer put out an actual 
article about the achievement, and 
Broussard “willingly” and “graciously” 
chose not to upstage them. He did roll his 
eyes, though.

Thus began a rigorous and thorough 
character assassination against Broussard 
in the Vermilion court of law. He was 
summarily removed from the Discord 
server and thrown out on the street, 
forced to wrestle the other street urchins 
for moldy food in the Cypress Lake 
dining hall dumpster.

His crime? Being too funny. His 
punishment? To write a new story at the 
last minute. For those of you who don’t 
know, Vermilion writers have to meet 
a word count of 500-700 words in their 
articles every single week. Right now, this 
story is at a measly 209 words. And this 
is why, dear friends, that the satire of the 
week is canceled: this “drivel of words” 
doesn’t even come close to matching the 
heft and length of a proper “Vermilion 
Article”.

Are any of you familiar with “Lorem 

Ipsum?” It’s a popular Latin passage of 
text that’s used in traditional typesetting 
to fill space. This lets designers see what a 
block of text will look like, free from the 
influence of what that text says. Here is 
the passage:

“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation 
ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure 
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate 
velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat 
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa 
qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum.”

Isn’t that neat? What a fun and creative 
way to fill space, if we at The Vermilion 
do say so ourselves. If anyone was 
wondering, the word count is now at 394. 

Are any of you familiar with the Bee 
Movie? It’s one of the best-animated 
movies ever made, and luckily for us, the 
entire script is available online! As we all 
know: 

“According to all known laws of 
aviation, there is no way a bee should be 
able to fly. Its wings are too small to get 
its fat little body off the ground. The bee, 
of course, flies anyway because bees don’t 
care what humans think is impossible. 
Yellow, black. Yellow, black. Yellow, black. 
Yellow, black. Ooh, black and yellow! Let’s 
shake it up a little. Barry! Breakfast is 
ready! Coming! Hang on a second. Hello? 

- Barry? - Adam? - Can you believe this 
is happening? - I can’t. I’ll pick you up. 
Looking sharp. Use the stairs. Your father 
paid good money for those. Sorry. I’m 
excited. Here’s the graduate. We’re very 
proud of you, son. A perfect report card, 
all B’s. Very proud.”

That’s just the tip of the iceberg for 
this “life-changing piece of cinema,” as 
the journalists call it. And that’s exactly 
what this is. Journalism! It’s that simple. 
And would you look at that! We’ve hit the 
word count.

In conclusion, Cole Broussard’s folly 
and tragedy serves as a fair warning to 
all professional funny men, present and 
future: do NOT be too funny too soon, or 
there will be dire consequences.

SATIRE

Week’s satire canceled, resident 
jokester loses all funny privileges

From comics to night-time relaxation, 
the ups and downs of a reading slump

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Graphic by Cole Broussard

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

Sifu is amazing. It’s everything I ever 
wanted from a kung fu game. It’s a 
difficult game with a learning curve; it 
challenges you to master its mechanics 
and rewards you by making you feel like 
you’ve earned the right to look cool as 
you’re clearing out the gorgeous levels 
full of tough enemies.

The game opens with you watching 
your kung fu master be killed, and after 
years of training, you set out on a quest 
for revenge against those that did it. The 
story falls a little short of the mark, but 
literally everything else makes up for that.

Though the game takes time to 
learn and master, there’s an immediate 
enjoyment to its hand-to-hand, kung 
fu-inspired combat. Every action you 
do is punctuated by a satisfying sound 
effect, whether that be the dull, metallic 
thunks of a baseball bat, the sound of air 
whooshing by as you narrowly dodge 
an attack, or the low thumps of your 
character’s punches and kicks.

Sifu’s attack combos are easy to learn. 
They usually don’t require more than two 
buttons and maybe a simple movement 
of the analog stick. The difficulty comes 
from knowing when to use those combos, 
the strictness of the timing required 
to dodge and parry, and utilizing the 
environment to even out the odds when 
you’re outnumbered.

This is one of those games that forces 
you to look at what’s around you while 
you’re plunged neck-deep in the action. 
You can throw enemies into walls to stun 
them, kick stools at people to trip them 
up and pick up broken pieces of wood 
to keep your foes at bay. That’s barely 

scratching the surface. Every level is filled 
to the brim with opportunities.

These levels are absolutely stunning 
to look at, from the pulsating lights of 
the club level to the serenity of the art 
museum. Every level is lovingly crafted, 
each with its own unique flavor that 
never gets old. They all ooze style, backed 
up by an adrenaline-fueled soundtrack. 
Many levels have some extra side-paths 
and alternate routes to get through them, 
adding a small sense of exploration to 
them. It’s a good thing, too, since Sifu 
expects you to play through these levels 
multiple times before you’re ready to take 
on the final boss.

Your character carries an amulet that 
allows them to come back from death, 
but at the cost of aging every time they 
do so. As they age, their maximum health 
lowers, but they do more damage. But 
once they’re past a certain age, the next 
death forces you to restart. But with each 
restart, you start to unlock permanent 
skills that stay with you between 
playthroughs and inch ever closer to 
mastering the game’s combat.

Parts of the progression system could 
be better. Some skills seem a little 
underwhelming, and they can take a bit 
of grinding to unlock permanently. But 
even that isn’t much of an issue. Aside 
from wanting more from the story, I 
mostly just wanted more of the game. I 
wish there was an endless survival mode 
or something like that for after you beat 
the game, or just another level or two.

Sifu has, by far, the best combat out of 
any game I’ve played. Developer SloClap 
has said they’re already working on post-
launch content, and I am so excited to see 
what they have in store.

Kung fu game Sifu: best 
combat system of 2022

“What did you do for Mardi 
Gras?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones

 SOUNDING

OFF

Laila Elagamy
POLITICAL SCIENCE  SENIOR

“I rode in the Carencro 
and Youngsville Parade 
with friends and family.”

Emily Lasseigne
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION  SENIOR

“I went to Texas A&M to 
share God’s Truth and 
love with people and 
to serve their campus 
through Chi Alpha 
Christian Fellowship.”

Cassie Bergeron
BROADCASTING  SOPHOMORE

“I went to the 2022 
Triton Mardi Gras Ball.”

Jolyn Seow
BROADCASTING  JUNIOR

“This is my first time 
celebrating Mardi Gras. 
I went downtown with 
my friends and got a 
lot of beads and cute 
stuff.”

Larry Alexander
KINESIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“I made a song. Follow 
me on Instagram                
@craftyourera.”

Mikaela Woodard
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“I went to visit a friend in 
North Carolina. I did a 
lot of hiking and hanging 
out with friends.”

Discounts

HAPPY HOUR
2:00 -  4:00 PM

10% OFF COMBOS
50% OFF DRINKS

3300 Johnston St., Lafayette, Louisiana

The hottest thing under the bun!
Cajun
      Blaze

Graphic by Julia McDow
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