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A little over a month ago, on Aug. 
10, the University sent out an email 
titled: COVID-19 relief funds disbursed 
to student accounts. This contained 
information on student debt relief and 
COVID-19 money disbursement. 

 In the email, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette said that they 
had reimbursed 1,195 student debt in a 
specific time frame. 

 “To qualify, students must have been 
enrolled on or after March 13, 2020. The 
University eliminated debts incurred 
between the Spring 2020 and Spring 
2021 semesters. If a student enrolled in 
Spring 2020 had an account balance from 
a previous semester, it was forgiven as 
well,” read the email. 

However, later in the email, it specified 
that this was only debt owed to the 
University. 

 Students who had taken out loans to 
pay for tuition were not reimbursed. 

 “The debt forgiveness applied only to 
balances students owed to UL Lafayette,” 
the email said. 

 According to DeWayne Bowie, vice 
president for Enrollment Management 
and former director of the financial 
aid office, this was allowed because 
of COVID-19 reimbursement by the 
Federal Government. 

 “So what we decided to do is we set 
aside a portion of our allocation, actually 
to help the students that we saw, they 
still have a debt to the Institution,” Bowie 
said. “And so we set aside a portion of our 
money by 2.7 million to be exact to assist 
our students and balance that they owe to 
the institution”

 He also said that after Sept. 
14, students should start to see 
reimbursements by the CARES III/
HEERF III act. This is also Federal 
money. 

 “And this to help them with any 
COVID-related expenses they may have 
had, and so we are going to be dispersing 
that money to our students this fall,” 
Bowie said.

 He then added that there will be 
another allocation of Federal money in 
the coming spring semester. 

 He also specified that the majority of 
students who are registered qualify for 
some amount of money. 

“Pretty much every student who’s 
registered and students on campus, they 
will be getting something,” Bowie said. 

 And while they are still working on 
specific amounts, according to Bowie, the 
email that was sent out on Aug. 10 did 
give generalizations. 

 According to the email, students who 
have registered for more than six hours 
with a Pell Grant will receive 900 dollars, 
while those without the Grant will get 
600 dollars. 

 Those undergrads who have less 
than six hours but have a Pell Grant 
will receive 600 dollars, and the other 
students without it will receive 500 
dollars. 

 Graduate students with a minimum 
of five hours will get 600 dollars. If they 
have less than that, they will get 500. 

 However, this is subject to being 
reworked. 

 This money is grant money like that 
which has been released in the past, and 
it does not have to be repaid.

 “Students do not need to provide 
documentation as to how funds are 
expended. Unlike loans, grants do not 
have to be repaid,” according to the email.
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There were zero new COVID-19 
cases among students, faculty and 
staff at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette during the week of 
September 12, according to the 
university’s COVID-19 dashboard on 

Sept. 13.
According to the dashboard as of 

Monday, the university has maintained 
that 234 students and 242 faculty 
and staff members contracted the 
virus, and 720 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 1,196 
cases among students, faculty and staff 

at UL Lafayette.
Confirmed positive tests include 

tests taken by Student Health Services 
and UL Lafayette Athletics, as well 
as tests submitted to the university’s 
human resources department by 
faculty, staff and student workers. 
Self-reported tests were taken by off-
campus health care providers. Students 

in this category sent their results to the 
dean of students themselves, according 
to the dashboard.

As of Monday, the dashboard 
displays total positive tests since Jan. 
4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with 
the Vermilion for more updates.
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 Some students from the University of 
New Orleans and Nicholls State University 
temporarily stayed on the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s campus as a result 
of the effects of Hurricane Ida.

According to Margarita Perez, Dean 
of Students at UL Lafayette, after hearing 
news of the hurricane hitting Southeast 
Louisiana, the university started 
contacting its counterparts to see how 
they could help.

The dean of students from both UNO 
and Nicholls took action to communicate 
with their students and find out what they 
needed. Most students shared that they 
needed a place to stay. 

“Their students indicated that they 
needed help with housing. In particular, 
the residential students that live on UNO’s 
campus since many of them are from 
out of state, and they didn’t have another 
option to get out,” Perez said.

 The university searched for vacancies 
and looked into Harris hall as a potential 
housing option. The hall was taken offline 
and was supposed to be used as a backup 
residential site for COVID students who 
needed to isolate and quarantine. The 
administration decided to use Harris hall, 
Legacy Park Apartments and Heritage at 
Cajun Village to house the students.

 They sent emails to those students who 
were displaced or unable to return home 
as a result of the hurricane and invited 
them to live on UL Lafayette’s campus for 
the time being.

 Peter Wypyszinski, a Nicholls 
sophomore majoring in business 
management, did not think the storm 
would be that bad, and did not expect 
his school to shut down for this extended 
amount of time. He was staying with his 
friends at the time when he received the 
invitation from the university. 

 “It just got clearer and clearer that this 
is really bad, and a lot is damaged. So I 
stayed with some friends, and then I got 
the email that there was potential staying 
here,” Wypyszinski said. “Then they said 
if you come here you can use all of the 
campus stuff. And I was like yes, I’m 
there.” 

 Students from there, either drove to 
campus themselves or rode the bus that 
the university set up for them. 
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With help from many departments 
on campus such as housing, dining, 
transportation, student health services 
and admissions, the students underwent a 
process of integration into the university. 

 “Like what we did with our own 
residential students, we required the 
COVID test, so we had to provide testing. 
Admissions was on site to orient them 
to let them know about our campus and 
what services we have on our campus,” 
Perez said.

The university provided students with 
a meal plan and housing, and they were 
given access to transportation options and 
student facilities such as Bourgeois hall.

UL Lafayette experienced a similar 
situation with McNeese students last 
semester due to Hurricane Laura. 

Resident assistants were also available 
for students, and did things to assist them 
such as store deliveries and trips. 

Some students found this transition to 
be confusing and strange.

According to UNO senior Steve Gozzo, 
there was a time when he went into the 
food court and got chewed out for not 
placing his backpack in the designated 
section, which he was not aware of.

“It’s been weird. It’s like I make a plan 
and I want to go do it, but being here, 
you can’t make a plan. You don’t know 
what’s going to happen in the next week,” 
Wypyszinski said. 

However, despite the unexpectedness, 
some students got involved with some of 
the aspects of the school and participated 
in events and organizations. 

Erdem Aktosun, a research assistant for 
UNO studying wind current research in 
water, wasn’t used to hurricane impacts 
and found the experience tough. But 
after coming to UL Lafayette and seeing 

the Lafayette atmosphere for the time, 
he took advantage of his situation by 
taking pictures of the university’s natural 
landscape.

Olivia Bergeron, a UNO senior 
majoring in biology, went to events 
involving Chi Alpha, UPC and the 
Episcopal Church. She also had a chance 
to go to UL Lafayette’s first home game, 
which wasn’t a common activity at UNO 
since the university doesn’t have a football 
team.

“I liked how passionate everyone got. 
I loved seeing all the tailgate people, 
organizations and families. I also liked 
yelling with everybody,” Bergeron said. 
“I’ve been trying to make the most of it so 
I’ve been going to whatever events I hear 
about.”

Bergeron explored downtown Lafayette 
as well and went to some popular student 
hotspots outside of campus.

Despite being on UL Lafayette’s campus, 
the students still communicated with 
family, friends, and school officials in 
efforts to help in any way possible.

Wypyszinski got involved in UL 
Lafayette’s Chi Alpha organization during 
his time on campus and also worked with 
his university’s Chi Alpha team led by 
Cecil Ellis to clean up the area. 

UNO students returned to campus 
between Sept. 11 and 12. However, 
Nicholls students are expected to stay 
for a few more weeks according to Dawn 
Miller, assistant director of Housing at UL 
Lafayette. 

“It’s been wacky. It’s been a different 
life experience than probably anything 
before that I’ve experienced. It feels like 
you’re kind of thrown around, you know 
from place to place, for the time being,” 
Wypyszinski said. “But, I mean above 
everything else, I’m just staying super 
grateful.”
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford

Sept. 13
l At 12:17 a.m., someone reported that they were shot by an airsoft gun out of a 
silver 2021 Jeep at 600 Mckinley St. and E. St. Mary Blvd.

Sept. 12
l At 7:14 p.m., someone reported that they were shot by an airsoft gun out of a 
silver 2021 Jeep at 600 Mckinley St.
l At 1:00 p.m., someone reported their bicycle stolen at Legacy Park.
lAt 9:00 a.m., someone reported they were assaulted at the Olivier Parking 
Tower. The incident was captured on video.

Sept. 10
l At 4:22 p.m., a hit and run collision occurred on 110 E Lewis St. and the rear 
quarter panel was damaged on a gray 2017 Honda Accord.
l At 6:00 a.m., a UL Lafayette student advised that his bicycle was stolen.

Sept. 9
l At 5:32 p.m., someone reported their Louis Vuitton wallet, which contained a 
drivers license, three dollars in cash, insurance, debit and gift cards stolen.

Sept. 8
l At 8:25 p.m., someone reported their bicycle stolen at Huger Hall.

Sept. 7
l At 10:00 p.m., someone reported their debit card stolen at 600 Tulane Ave.
l At 11:08 a.m., a collision occurred between a white 2010 Acura RDX and a 
gray 2020 Nissan Versa.

Sept. 5
l At 7:20 a.m., someone reported an attempted bicycle theft near Huger Hall.

Sept. 3
l At 4:14 p.m., a minor crash occurred between a 2014 Volkswagen Jetta and a 
2014 Jeep Grand Cherekee at E. St. Mary Blvd. and Rex St.
l At 8:01 a.m., someone reported a burglary of two drills, an impact, a saw and 
two cotton swabs from their vehicle at 420 Cherry St.

Sept. 2
l Officers took a walk-in complaint at Bittle Hall in reference  to a hit-and-run 
crash which occurred at the Taft Parking Tower. It was determined that the 
damage occurred prior to the reported date and time.

Sept. 1
l At 6:34 p.m., someone reported that their vehicle had possibly been stolen 
from Cajun Field on Aug. 27.

Follow us on 
social media!
@TheVermilion

@thevermilion

@vermilionul

Photo by Andre Broussard/ The Vermilion

Olivia Bergeron speaks about her evacuation experience with President Savoie during a 
breakfast for the displaced UNO and Nicholls students on Sept. 10, 2021.
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The Ragin’ Cajuns faced off against the 
Texas Longhorns in Austin, TX, where 
the Cajuns fought hard from start to 
finish against a dominant Longhorns 
team.

As a member of the Big 12 conference, 
the Longhorns are a Power Five 
opponent. The Cajuns had the chance to 
showcase their competitiveness under the 
bright lights.

Quarterback Levi Lewis looked poised 
for a major season after putting his 
talents on full display against Texas where 
he went 28-42 for 282 yards and one 
touchdown. His pinpoint accuracy and 
scrambling ability were put to the test 
against a talented Longhorn’s defense.

However, Cajun fans would have loved 
to see his dynamic rushing attack in the 
Sept. 4 battle where he rushed for just 11 
yards.

“I feel like most parts of the game 
I could’ve took off but I was trying to 
be patient in the pocket,” Lewis said. 
“For the most part, they (the offensive 
line) held their own. Some plays, like 
zone reads, I should’ve gave it and some 
pass plays I should’ve broke the pocket 
vertical. For the most part I felt like I was 
too relaxed in the pocket and I was too 
much of a pocket passer and not a dual 
threat passer.” 

The offensive attack of the Cajuns, led 
by Lewis, started off slow but found their 
groove in the third quarter. Through 
the run game, Chris Smith took over, 
ripping through the Longhorns defense 
all afternoon.

In the receiving game, senior Jalen 
Williams took over, going for five 
receptions and a team-high 71 yards. The 

savvy veteran on this Cajuns roster came 
through when needed, giving Lewis a 
reliable receiver to fall back on.

Defensively, the Cajuns looked subpar, 
finding no solutions for the Longhorns 
run game. 

Sophomore running back Bijan 
Robinson absolutely took over for 
the young Texas team, accounting for 
176 yards, 103 of them coming on the 
ground.

Robinson showed his true versatility, 
catching pass after pass while consistently 
running the ball down the Cajun’s 
defensive line. Robinson made a name 

for himself in their week one showdown, 
putting his name in the Heisman 
conversation.

The deep secondary of Ragin’ Cajuns 
hung in there throughout all four 
quarters where they limited the chunk 
plays of Texas most of the game.

Redshirt junior Zi’Yon Hill asserted 
his dominance, proving the Sun Belt 
Conference produces some elite talent. 
Hill accounted for six tackles while 
pressing Longhorns quarterback, Hudson 
Card, all afternoon.

Overall, the Cajuns showed they 
belonged in a Power Five conference, 

despite taking a brutal loss against a 
talented opponent. The game plan Head 
Coach Billy Napier put together was well 
prepared, but just could not come to 
fruition.

With Coach Napier at the helm of this 
program, the Cajuns are in a position 
to win week in and week out, ultimately 
looking to grow to an even better 
conference than the Sun Belt. 

As the Cajuns look to rebound off a 
season opening loss in front of a jam-
packed crowd in Austin, TX, this team 
looks poised to contend for another Sun 
Belt Conference championship.

Madelyn Myer
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Raised in New Iberia, 30 minutes 
outside of Lafayette, Morgann LeLeux 
got her start as an athlete early on in 
life. Since then, she has been striving for 
greatness, and this year she was able to 
compete in the Olympics. 

She hit her stride as a level 10 gymnast, 
but her dad’s experience with pole 
vaulting led her to give it a try. “It only 
took me a couple practices with him, 
and I kinda fell in love with it, because it 
was so easy at the time for me,” LeLeux 
said. Her experience with gymnastics and 
body awareness helped everything click. 

LeLeux started pole vaulting in sixth 
grade and by seventh grade, she began 
going to state competitions against high 
schoolers. 

“I qualified for state real easy, so I 
kinda knew from the start that this could 
be something,” LeLeux said.  

At the time, she kept pole vaulting for 
fun, but that would change in her junior 
year of high school when she started to 
take it more seriously. 

She received a few small school offers 
for gymnastics, but for pole vaulting, 
she had 21 full-ride scholarship offers. 
She finished her undergraduate career as 
a Georgia Bulldog before moving back 
home after she sustained a few injuries. 

“I had a successful career, but I knew if 
I wanted to get to the next level, I had to 
make a change.” After moving home, the 
current Louisiana track coach reached 
out to her. “Lon Badeaux gave me the 
opportunity to be able to compete as a 
Ragin’ Cajun, as my last semester,” she 
said. 

After competing in college, she was 
ready for the next level. A few things had 
changed since then though.

 “Now it’s all about recovery and taking 
care of myself and my whole mentality 
has definitely changed since college to 
now,” she said.

LeLeux knew she wanted to compete 
at the Olympics a while before the end of 
her college career. 

“I remember seeing Carly Patterson 
compete and realizing this is what I want 
to do. My first Olympic dreams started 
with gymnastics,” she said. 

That original dream was in 2004, but 
pole vaulting proved to be the easier and 
faster route to achieving her dreams. 
She was able to stay home, keep her 

dad as her coach and receive a college 
scholarship as a pole vaulter. And with 
pole vaulting, she had already qualified 
for the Olympic trials as early as 2012. 

However, competing in this year’s 
Olympics was a whole different battle. 

“The hardest part for training for the 
Olympics was definitely dieting. Living 
in South Louisiana is a very hard place to 
diet,” she said. 

 Thankfully she was able to hire a 
nutritionist to create her meal plans. 

And though things were quite different 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there 
were two things from her experience that 
were her favorite: 

“Walking out in that stadium, I’ve 
never seen a stadium so beautiful, so big, 
and competing against the top of the top 
all here at one time, ” she said. 

She got to meet and talk to a lot of girls 
that she’d been following through social 
media. 

The next best thing from her Olympic 
experience was all the gear. She didn’t 
have to pay for any of the competition 
gear or village wear from top brands like 
Nike and Polo. 

As for LeLeux’s future as an Olympian, 
she plans to take it year by year.

 “I do want to have kids at some point, 

so next year I’ll make my decision on if I 
go for Paris or not,” she said. 

 Another big factor in her decision 
is if COVID-19 difficulties will still 
be around by then. During this year’s 
Olympics, besides her dad who served as 
her coach, the rest of her family couldn’t 
attend. There were also strict rules on 
venturing in the city besides the few 
designated buildings they could go to. 
Then following the Paris Olympics is the 
Los Angeles Olympics. 

“Now, L.A. is a little bit different 
because I definitely will have a kid or 
two before then so depending on how I 
recover, so I can’t say yeah I’m going for 
Paris or yeah I’m going for L.A., but I’m 
definitely considering it and definitely 
open-minded about it,” LeLeux said. 

LeLeux credits her dad, David Butler, 
Jonathan Hill and Chase Duhon as the 
people who have made the biggest impact 
on her career so far.

 “Of course my dad had a huge impact, 
I mean he’s the one that introduced me 
to the sport, pretty much taught me 
everything I know,” she said.  

Along with her dad, her mom and 
husband make up the perfect trifecta 
support system. 

As for David Butler, he is like a mentor 

to LeLeux. “I had a lot of trouble with my 
pole carrying, and David Butler gave me 
a lot of really good drills that helped me 
understand what to do, how to do it and 
why to do it,” LeLeux said.  

Jonathan Hill, whom she met through 
Butler as they both work for Rice 
University, taught her a lot as well. 

“He’s the one that made my training 
for the year and cycles for my sprint 
workouts and gave me a new mentality to 
look at training as quality over quantity 
and that was huge for me,” she said. 
Chase Duhon served as her dietician, 
which was also huge for her. 

Aside from being an Olympic athlete, 
LeLeux loves to coach gymnastics at her 
parent’s gym, New Heights Gym. 

“There is something about building a 
young athlete and watching that athlete 
grow that’s just so fascinating to me,” she 
said. 

She also loves landscaping and 
anything to do with getting a cup of 
coffee. 

Keep your eyes peeled for LeLeux in 
the coming year. As an Olympic athlete, 
this Ragin’ Cajun alum has proved she 
can do anything she dreams of.

Ragin’ Cajuns looking to rebound after 
the season opening loss against Texas

Sports
Former Ragin’ Cajun Morgann LeLeux 
shares Olympic experience and more

Photo via Morgann LeLeux

Photo Illustration by Andre Broussard/ The Vermilion

A Ragin’ Cajun football helmet on the University of Texas at Austin football field on Sept. 4, 2021.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Kicking off with 17 players and a game 
on Sept. 11, the Ragin’ Cajuns rugby 
team is ready to dominate this season. 
This season, in particular, will be very 
interesting as the majority of the team 
are underclassmen. 

Team Captain, Dell Portwood first 
got his start as a freshman after being 
followed around by someone on the 
rugby team. “I didn’t have anything to do 
the night of the practice, and I went out 
and fell in love with the sport,” Portwood 
said. 

He found that the people on the team 
are great. He got to learn something 
new, and it was a nice alternative to 
football. So he decided to stick with it. 
Now as an upperclassman, he’s taking a 
leadership role for the team. “This year 
we have mostly new players and mostly 
sophomores and freshmen,” Portwood 
said.

Like many sports, there has been an 
adjustment period due to COVID-19. 
There used to be a larger core of people 
that knew the sport, but it has been 
harder to recruit over the past year. Still, 
establishing fundamentals is something 
the team will strive to do for all their 
players. 

“This year is a really great opportunity 
because we get to teach so many new 
guys that are eager to learn,” Portwood 
said. 

For anyone wanting to join the 
team, practices are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on 
the intramural fields. “There’s no try-out 
process, if you’re willing to show up and 

willing to work hard you’re gonna play. 
We don’t discriminate against anybody,” 
he said. 

A typical practice focuses on 
conditioning first and foremost. In 
addition to those sprints and long-
distance runs, a major focus is on 
tackling. 

“We’re slowly but surely getting back 
into contact, practicing our tackling 
form and also going over game strategy. 
It’s a pretty fast-paced practice because 
we like to get in and get out,” he said. 

Aside from university support, the 
rugby team has a few coaches that help 
out. 

“We practice with the Acadiana Men’s 
Club, which is the men’s rugby club 
of Lafayette. We’ve helped build their 
program and they’ve helped build our 
program,” Portwood said. 

They also have guest coaches from 
time to time.  

The intramural fields behind Blackham 
Coliseum are also where spectators can 
see the rugby team in action for their 
home games. They will play at home 
on Sept. 25 at 11 a.m. and on Oct. 30 at 
2 p.m. If you can’t make a home game, 
their biggest game of the season is 
against LSU in Baton Rouge.

“Since LSU just dropped down to our 

bracket, we’ve never played them before 
and we look forward to seeing what they 
have to offer,” Portwood said. 

This season will be a great opportunity 
for anyone interested to check out the 
rugby team. It’s a fun family atmosphere, 
and you get to meet a lot of new people. 

“You get to learn a new sport and 
there’s definitely a community behind 
it, the game itself is fun, but so is the 
atmosphere,” Portwood said.  

Not everyone has had the opportunity 
to see a rugby game growing up, but 
having the experience is something you’ll 
get to tell your friends and family about.

Conference realignment of the power 
schools will change college football 
Caleb Williams
SPORTS WRITER

Though the conference realignment 
of power conferences such as the SEC, 
Big Ten and PAC-12 is a great idea for 
their own program, it hurts the smaller 
programs such as our own Sun Belt. 

There is no doubt the benefits for the 
power schools are great — including 
increased revenue and viewership — but 
the aftermath is not great for the teams left 
in the Group of Five.

How does this internally affect the 
Group of Five? With big team schools 
leaving, those previous conferences have 
vacant spots that need filling to keep their 
program running. 

To fill these spots, many conferences 
look at the dynasty Group of Five schools 
to invite. Don’t get me wrong. If Louisiana 
got the invite to a power conference or 
simply another conference, I would hope 
they would take it. 

With this said, that is the problem. 
Many schools are looking to jump ship at 
the opportunity for a new conference, or 
perhaps just leave the one that they have 
outgrown for the chance of increased 
ratings. 

Some examples would be Boise State, 
BYU, Cincinnati, UCF and Houston. The 
Group of Five schools are officially joining 
the Big 12 and leaving Group of Five. 
These dynasty football programs brought 
a lot to the table when discussing Group 
of Five schools.

All the conference realignment in 
college football reminds me of the highly 
controversial soccer club “realignment” 
in Europe. For those who are not familiar, 
some of the clubs who generated the most 

revenue wanted to leave the ones they are 
to form their own “superleague.” The sole 
purpose of this is to generate more money. 

While I can not blame any owners for 
wanting to make money, I can put the 
blame for how it hurts the other clubs. 
European soccer fans were outraged 
at the thought of this and the idea was 
eventually shut down. 

This scenario is too similar to American 
college football. There are many teams 
who generate a lot of money moving into 
conferences with themselves and leaving 
the smaller teams in the dust. 

I do think the conference realignment 
will end eventually, but what it will do 

to the Group of Five is catastrophic. 
Viewership is going to drop down to die-
hard fans and the niche of smaller schools.

One solution would be to create 
a Group of Five championships that 
is separate from the college football 
championship. Doing this would keep the 
competitiveness and keep the Power Five 
viewers watching the Group of Five.

Cincinnati is getting close to achieving 
the college football playoffs and could 
achieve the brackets this year, but there 
is no telling what the future holds against 
powerhouse schools such as Alabama, 
Clemson and Ohio State. 

Having a separate Group of Five 
championship would create an 

opportunity for a Group of Five 
school to win a college football playoff 
championship as well as a more 
competitive game with the schools that 
are left. 

Another solution would be to expand 
the college football playoffs. The 
expansion would allow for more teams to 
participate as well as give Group of Five 
schools more opportunity, revenue, and 
exposure.

The conference realignment within 
college football is not good for smaller 
programs. The realignment promotes 
big schools making money and smaller 
schools being left in the dust.

ATTENTION!
The following sections are looking for writers:

News       Sports       Allons

Apply online at thevermilion.com

Taking a look at the upcoming Ragin’ 
Cajun rugby team fall 2021 season

Graphic by Allan Skinner

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Allons
Adhamn Safford
COLUMNIST

“Death is real. Someone’s there and 
then they’re not. And it’s not for singing 
about. It’s not for making into art.”

These words open the 2017 album “A 
Crow Looked at Me” by Phil Elverum 
(released under the name Mount Eerie). 
To this day, it remains the most haunting 
album I’ve ever listened to. It was written 
and recorded shortly after the death of 
Elverum’s wife, in the room she died in 
and with the instruments she owned, with 
each song detailing his experience of grief 
and mourning. This is an album entirely 
about death. Not the idea of death, not 
death as some abstract personification, 
but death as it actually is: real, bleak and 
unfair.

The album’s tracks feature sparse, 
acoustic instrumentation and emotionally 
dense lyrics. Elverum doesn’t rely much 
on metaphor or poetic language, and 
instead expresses his feelings through 
lyrics that are almost grisly in how 
literal they are. It’s essentially a journal, 
chronicling Elverum’s feelings and what 
was going on in his life in the days and 
months following his wife’s death. The 
first song, “Real Death,” immediately 
sets the tone of the album. Elverum talks 
about how just a week after his wife’s 
passing, a package addressed to her 
arrived that she’d ordered without him 
knowing: a backpack for when their one-

year-old daughter eventually starts school. 
A backpack ordered with the knowledge 
that she wouldn’t be around to watch her 
grow up and use it. The song ends with 
the words “It’s dumb, and I don’t want 
to learn anything from this. I love you.” 
There is no sense of closure or acceptance 
of what’s happened. Real death isn’t that 
simple. It doesn’t happen overnight, or 
over a week, or even over a year. Grief is 
a long, painful process, and that process 
is what the album captures so well. This 
album isn’t about acceptance or moving 
on — it’s about the pain and emptiness 
that will follow you to your grave, about 
the act of just trying to get through each 
day when the light of your life is gone.

The following songs weave painful 
stories from small moments in Elverum’s 
life, like going to take out the garbage 
and seeing his wife’s “bloody, end-of-
life tissues,” or their daughter asking 
about the mom she’ll never get to know. 
Throughout, the reality of death is 
constantly at the forefront. The phrase 
“death is real” is repeated again and again, 
as though Elverum is having to remind 
himself that this tragedy isn’t just a dream 
that he’ll eventually wake up from. It’s 
real. This realization dominates the song 
“Toothbrush/Trash,” which starts with 
Elverum singing, “Today I just felt it 
for the first time, three months and one 
day after you died. I realized that these 
photographs we have of you are slowly 
replacing the subtle familiar memory of 

what it’s like to know you’re in the other 
room. To hear you singing on the stairs. 
A movement, a pine cone, your squeaking 
chair. The quiet, untreasured in-between 
times.” 

This is what death is. Knowing you 
will never be with someone again. It’s 
the revelation that despite everything 
we as humans can accomplish, we’re just 
flesh and bone that will eventually wither 
away. It’s a deeply harrowing thought to 
realize that someday, you won’t be here. 
You’ll just be gone, unable to experience 
anything else. And then, one fine day, 
somebody will think of you for the last 
time.

It’s easy to go through life not really 

thinking about how limited your time 
really is. After all, it’s nowhere near 
a pleasant thought. But I think it’s 
important to be aware of it, at least some 
of the time. Albums like “A Crow Looked 
at Me” remind us that death is real and 
that we need to make the most of what 
time we do have. Message that friend you 
haven’t talked to in a while. Pick up an 
old hobby or passion you got too busy for. 
Learn a skill you always wish you had. Do 
whatever makes life fulfilling, spend time 
with whoever makes life worth living. 
Be with that special someone. Treasure 
every single moment while you’re both 
still here.

Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

As of right now, I have been in the 
United States for a little over three weeks. 
Before that, I was in Poland. Poland. I 
don’t know how that makes me feel. 

 It was with a summer program 
called Angloville which teaches English 
to Polish kids via volunteers and paid 
coordinators.

 I was a volunteer, also called a mentor, 
and actually, I would be really happy if I 
could go back this coming summer as a 
coordinator. 

 However, traveling to Poland alone 
was incredibly scary, and it did have its 
downsides. 

 For example, within two hours of 
being in Warsaw, the capital city, I got 
into a fake rideshare car. This man told 
me that the cost was simply “the meter,” 
and locked me in the backseat. My only 
excuse for getting in is that I had been 
awake for over 24 hours and I really 
wanted to get to my Airbnb. 

 Anyway, when we got to my Airbnb 
(by the way, it is safer when you are 
traveling alone to tell the person driving 
something close to, but not exactly, where 
you’re staying) he told me that the price 
would be 560 złoty, or about 150 dollars. 
This was a 10-minute drive. And for 
context, the average Uber in Poland is 11 

złoty or three dollars. I also only had 360 
złoty in cash.

 The longer we sat there arguing, the 
meter just kept going up, and he was 
threatening to take me to the police for 
not paying. Side note: I later learned that 
his license plate was probably fake, so 
where he would have taken me if I had 
said, “fine, let’s go,” I don’t want to think 
about. 

 I was tired, scared, and at this point, I 
was ready to throw up. He told me not to 

throw up in his car. I wish I had. 
 He finally drove to an ATM and told 

me that part of the journey would be free. 
He had me take out the equivalent of 100 
more dollars and then just snatched it 
out of the ATM. He still had my bag so I 
didn’t run. 

 Finally, we made it back to the hotel, 
where he gave me a 20 bill back, or five 
dollars, and forced me, now, to get out of 
his car. 

 He took 200 dollars from me. For a 

10-minute drive. I did end up throwing 
up outside. 

 So, this is how I dealt with the 
situation. While in the car, I told him I 
was French. I told him that my boyfriend 
and my mom knew where I was. I told 
him that the hosts of the Airbnb were my 
cousins. I told him anything that would 
scream I am not unfamiliar with Europe, 
and I have people who know where I am 
and would miss me. 

 Afterward, I cried for six or seven 
hours. I called my mom and boyfriend, 
and as much as I hated myself for this, I 
had to ask them for money. 

 My next step was to debate taking an 
emergency flight home. I had three weeks 
in Poland and 50 dollars in my bank 
account. 

 But I stuck it out, partly because I was 
afraid of getting back to the airport. And 
I had a great time with Angloville, and 
I promise to tell more about the good 
times next week. 

 As a moral or closing, if you are 
traveling to Europe, and Poland 
specifically, only use official rideshare 
apps, like Uber. Or use public 
transportation, which is really good once 
you figure it out. And if you do end up in 
that situation. Do not tell them that you 
are alone and try to seem as well-traveled 
as possible. 

 Kidnapping is common over there. 
Please stay safe.

“A Crow Looked at Me”: Coming to 
terms with one’s grief and mortality

How I was robbed of 200 dollars in Poland

Graphic by Allan Skinner

Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

 Lalisa Manoban is her name and she 
is making it known. On Friday, Sept. 10, 
Lalisa (Lisa) dropped her highly awaited 
solo. The drop featured the songs “Lalisa” 
and “Money” with the primary having an 
eye-catching music video. 

 You may recognize Lisa’s name from 
her 2020 “did it work” meme or her 
zealous performance at Coachella in 
2019. Lisa is the third Blackpink member 
to release a solo project following the 
success of Rosé and Jennie. At the time 
of writing this, Lisa has already broken 
several records, including boasting a 
record-shattering 800,000 album pre-
orders and over 70 million music video 
views in 24 hours. 

 “Lalisa” is a beat-heavy anthem filled 
with the repetition of Lalisa’s name. 
And yes it’s one of those songs that you 
can’t get out of your head and for a good 
reason. From her killer English rap to her 
Ariana Grande esque vocal bridge, Lisa 
lays it all on the table for this track.

The balance of English and Korean 
works well for the song. Lisa is rapping 
at superhuman speeds in her non-native 
language. If that’s not impressive, I don’t 
know what is. 

My favorite part is 
definitely when she 
showcases her Thai culture. 
Toward the end, there is a 
total beat and flow change 
that portrays Lisa’s heritage 
and with a line like “being 
the greatest of all time ain’t 
fantasy,” it is absolutely 
perfect. She’s making it 
known where she came from 
and embracing where she is 
now. 

You also have to 
appreciate how amazing 
the music video is. Lisa 
showed off her endless new 
talents: motorcycle riding, 
ATV riding and even pole 
dancing. The outfit and set 
changes were mesmerizing 
and personalized to Lisa. My favorite 
scene is when she’s in the desert in a biker 
outfit doing her choreography. 

Lisa had her debut performance of 
“Lalisa” on Jimmy Fallon Friday and 
she absolutely killed it. From rapping 
to singing, she effortlessly balanced 
switching languages. The energy and 
confident aura she had was high the 
entire time and her exciting facial 
expressions furthered her dominating 
stage presence. From the live 

performance, you could really see the 
strong choreography, in which Lisa took 
part in choreographing herself. There is 
even a cute part that spells out her initials 
“LA.”

The success of “Lalisa” will skyrocket 
the already popular superstar. Lisa is 
destined to be a global force and has 
already proven that she can run in the 
big leagues. She truly outdid herself and 
with a track record of going viral as many 
times as Lisa, that is hard to do. 

The next track on the project is titled 

“Money.” This full English track is set to 
be a U.S. hip-hop radio hit if given the 
chance. With its heavy bass, catchy lyrics 
and balance of rap and singing, the only 
thing it needs is a music video. 

Lisa delivered a solo that showed her 
growth as an artist from Blackpink’s last 
release to now. She pushed herself and 
the outcome couldn’t be better. The name 
Lalisa will go down in history books. 
Keep an eye out for this megastar.

Lalisa: a name you won’t want to forget

Photo by Amelia Jennings / The Vermilion

Photo via BLACKPINK Official’s Youtube Channel
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How did Hurricane Ida 
affect your semester?

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Haley Menge
BIOLOGY  SENIOR

“It’s kind of stressful 
knowing that I can’t 
go and help my family 
because I’m stuck here 
doing classes.”

Davonald Fontenot
KINESIOLOGY  JUNIOR

“Well honestly, it hasn’t 
really affected me so 
much.”

Anna Jackson
BIOLOGY  GRADUATE STUDENT

“Pretty much just 
messed up one of the 
classes that I teach. So, 
rather than teaching 
it in person, I had to 
teach it online.”

Isaiah Lieberenz
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“A lot of people I’m 
close to and a lot of 
people I know have 
needed a lot of help 
through the hurricane.”

Austin Bell
KINESIOLOGY  SENIOR

“Hasn’t really affected 
me at all. I live down 
here, so we didn’t really 
get hit by the rain, so 
it didn’t really change 
anything for me.”

Emily Daigrepont
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  FRESHMAN

“I know people that still 
haven’t been in class 
and it’s just like, ‘hey, 
are you okay?’”

SATIRE

Catacombs discovered 
underneath UL campus
Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

SATIRE — A subterranean cemetery 
containing thousands of sexy bones 
was recently uncovered beneath the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

 The catacombs stretch the full 
length of campus and penetrate as 
far as 15 feet beneath the red-bricked 
surface, according to a report from the 
Department of Anthropology. 

 “With advanced underground 
imaging technology, a group of students 
discovered and subsequently threw a rave 
in the catacombs. After clearing away 
the glow sticks, we were able to study 
the bones in greater detail. Suck on that, 
archeology department,” the report said. 

 Researchers are still unable to 
determine who exactly built the 
catacombs and for what purpose. 
When approached, a professor from the 
Department of Ancient Aliens said “It 
was probably ancient aliens.” 

 One detail of note is that among the 
many, many human bones, researchers 
found many, many skeletons of campus 
squirrels in what can only be described 
as the squirrel version of Pearl Harbor, 
or what students on social media are 
calling “Squirrel Harbor.” The floor was 
reportedly littered with tiny little army 
helmets and rifles that mark a dark 
chapter in the history of campus squirrel-
kind.

 Using dental records, bones in one 
area of the crypt were found to belong 
to former Honors seminar presenters. 
The cause of death, in this case, was 
determined to be an adrenaline overdose 
related to the pure, sometimes sexual 
rush that comes from giving an Honors 
seminar. The students’ families have been 
notified. 

 The majority of the bones, however, 
have been traced back to students who 
seemed to have nothing in common at 
first glance. When cross-referencing their 
transcripts, researchers were able to find 
a connection. All of the bones belong to 
students who didn’t show up for their 
UNIV 100 classes during their first 
semester. Even though everyone knew 
that something bad happened to students 
who did that, virtually no one could 
have imagined that it was this bad. If 
you’re reading this right now and you’re a 

freshman who skipped even one session 
of UNIV 100, I’m sorry to say that your 
days are numbered. 

 With help from a local witch coven, 
researchers were able to track down 
the entity that has been dragging these 
students to its evil sepulcher. A hidden 
chamber was found to contain the 
decomposing remains of none other than 
UL Lafayette’s former mascot Cayenne 
the Pepper. It’s the belief of the coven that 
every full moon, the spirit of Cayenne 
crosses into our mortal realm and 
reanimates the corpse of his youth. He 
searches the streets of campus in search 
of naughty students, longing to quench 
his Ragin’ spirit on the blood of those 
who would scorn his school.

 Despite this, the UL Lafayette 
administration was quick to capitalize 
on the marketing opportunities that 
the catacombs offer. Now, in addition 
to being the only college campus in the 
United States with a swamp, UL Lafayette 
is the only college campus in the United 
States with a haunted bone pit. 

UL Lafayette marketing is now selling 
human skull beanies and encouraging 
social media use of #Beauxnes ahead of 
next week’s intramural tennis tournament 
inside the catacombs. 

Alumni of the university will also 
be able to opt for an exclusive spot for 
their bones in lieu of a brick on the 
Walk of Honor. The university Office of 
Scamming detailed the full extent of this 
option in a press conference. 

“We want to give dedicated students 
the chance to make their alma mater 
their final resting place. There’s only so 
much space on the walk of honor, just 
like how there’s only so many football 
games you can go to before choking on 
a funnel cake,” Head Scammer Angelina 
Gracelly said during the press conference. 
“We’ll even decorate your corpse with all 
your favorite branded items from the UL 
Bookstore. It’s going to be simply ‘to die 
for.’” 

The city of Paris, France provided the 
following statement. 

“Nous aimons les os. Le monde a 
besoin de plus d’os, mais à la lumière de 
cette récente découverte, nous sommes 
attristés par la nouvelle de Squirrel 
Harbour. Repose en paix aux écureuils 
courageux qui ont sacrifié leur vie pour 
leur pays. Fromage.” 

Graphic by Cole Broussard


