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On Sept. 7, the Dean of Students, 
Margarita Perez sent out an email 
asking students to donate to the Student 
Emergency Fund to help those that had 
been impacted by Hurricane Ida. 

“Many UL Lafayette students – almost 
3,900 – are from the southeastern Louisiana 
parishes affected by Hurricane Ida,” the 
email reads. “We want students from the 
affected parishes to know that the Ragin’ 
Cajuns family is here to support them.”

The funds will go to help students with 
meals, temporary housing, computer 
replacements and other general expenses, 
according to the email. 

Perez also said that it would cover some 
academic expenses, such as replacement 
textbooks or expenses that would normally 
be covered by family members. 

“And then looking at how we can help 
students replace items that were lost, or just 
help pay for some incidentals or essentials 
that they can relieve some of the weight and 
burden from their families,” Perez said.

Along with the Student Emergency Fund, 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette also 
reached out to the UL Lafayette Alumni 

Association for aid. 
“The University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 

in partnership with the UL Lafayette 
Alumni Association, is seeking community 
support to offer financial assistance to 
students directly affected by Hurricane Ida,” 
Perez wrote in her email.

The Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, Jamie Hebert, also sent 
out an email on Aug. 30 letting students 
know that if they are unable to attend class, 
they should reach out to their professors. 

“We recognize that phone and internet 
service is spotty, electricity is out 
throughout the region, flooding continues 
in some areas, and evacuations are ongoing. 
If you are unable to contact your instructors 
right away, that is OK,” Hebert wrote in his 
email. 

However, there was nothing requiring 
professors to be lenient besides an email 
that was sent out to the faculty. 

“The Provost sent an email out to faculty 
asking them to work with students that had 
been impacted by Hurricane Ida,” Perez 
said.

A form was linked in that same email 
that allowed students to alert UL Lafayette 
of any financial aid that they might need 
because of the hurricane. However, as of 

Sept. 16, the form had been closed without 
notice. 

There will be a meeting during the week 
of Sept. 20 to discuss the distribution of the 
money.

“We have a committee meeting next 
week to review the applications and 
then we’ll work with financial aid on the 
disbursement of the funds,” Perez said. 

The Student Emergency Fund has also 
been used in the past including during the 
2016 flood and during COVID-19, and it is 
anticipated that it will continue to be used 

for any future disaster, including if there are 
any more hurricanes this season. 

The Student Emergency Fund can be 
accessed on the UL Lafayette website by 
clicking on “Alumni and Donors” and then 
going under “Give Back,” and clicking on 
the link that is titled, “Make a Gift,” or 
through the link in Perez’s email. 

 Once there, students have the option 
of giving once or multiple times and can 
specify where they would like the money to 
go.

Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

There were two new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
last week, according to the university’s 
COVID-19 dashboard on Monday, Sept. 
20, at 5:33 p.m.

According to the dashboard as of 
Monday, the university has confirmed 
that 235 students and 245 faculty and 
staff members contracted the virus and 
743 students have told the university 
they’ve tested positive. This means there 
have been a total of 1,223 cases among 
students, faculty and staff at UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 

UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff and 
student workers. Self-reported tests were 
taken by off-campus health care providers. 
Students in this category sent their results 
to the dean of students themselves, 
according to the dashboard.

Last week, no faculty or staff members 
tested positive. The university confirmed 

that no students tested positive, and two 
students reported that they tested positive, 
according to the COVID-19 dashboard on 
Monday. 

This is an ongoing story. Stay with the 
Vermilion for more updates.

Lena Foster
NEWS EDITOR

A Lafayette Parish grand jury recently 
indicted one of the suspects involved in 
the shooting at a park on the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette campus last Spring.

According to a press release written by 
Lt. Billy Abrams, the UL Lafayette Public 
Information Officer, on April 9, at 2:11 
a.m., the UL Lafayette Police Department 
responded to the shooting at Bourgeois 
Park and discovered that the victim, John 
Mitchell Sinegal, Jr., was taken to the 
hospital then later pronounced dead. 

“They were out in the park playing 
basketball, and then there was an 
altercation,” Abrams said. 

ULPD identified Jayvien Jawane James 
Mallery, 20, and Zykeivrik Jaudan Narcisse, 
21, as two of the three suspects involved in 
the incident. They continued to search for 
the third suspect, Tyquan Trekel Marshall, 
22. 

Mallery was arrested a week after the 
incident and charged with “one count, 
principal to second-degree murder, three 
counts of attempted first degree murder, 
and one count of carrying a firearm on 
school property,” according to a second 
press release by Abrams. 

Another one of Abrams’s press releases 
stated Narcisse’s arrest and that he was 
charged a week after the incident as well 
with “one count, accessories after the fact 
to second-degree murder and three counts, 
accessories after the fact to attempted first-
degree murder.”

Marshall turned himself in on April 22 
and was charged with “one count of second-
degree murder, three counts of attempted 
first-degree murder, and one count of 
carrying a firearm on school property” as 
stated in Abrams’s press release. 

So far, Marshall was the only suspect 
indicted in the killing of Sinegal.

“Marshall is accused of firing the gun 
that killed 23-year-old John Mitchell 
Sinegal Jr.” KLFY stated in a recent article. 

The UL Police Department played 
their part in the indictment process 
with local investigation. Although they 
weren’t directly involved in the decision of 
Marshall’s fate, they contributed with proof 
to give to the district attorney.

“We just collect all the evidence. 
We present it to the district attorney 
in the form of a report. Wherever our 
investigation takes us, that’s where we go,” 
Abrams said. “We get as much information 
as we can, and we talk to witnesses and 
all of that. And once we present it then it’s 

up to the district attorney’s office to take it 
from there.” 

 

“We can’t be successful as 
a police department without 
community involvement.”

Marshall’s indictment of second-degree 
murder left him with life in prison without 
the possibility of parole, suspension of 
sentence, or probation.

 Incidents like these on UL Lafayette 
property or in close proximity keep the 

UL Lafayette Police Department aware 
of outside sources that could potentially 
danger students. 

Community efforts to  keep the area safe 
is what ULPD recommends for everyone. 

“We can’t be successful as a police 
department without community 
involvement. We take the information that 
we get from individuals seriously,” Abrams 
said. “We look at what are some of the 
things that we can do and what are some of 
the things that we need to make sure that 
we keep the university community safe.”
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Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The 9/11 Memorial located at the 
Alumni Center on the corner of St. Mary 
Boulevard and Girard Park Drive exhibits 
a broken section of the Pentagon. 

According to Interim Alumni Director 
John Claude Arceneaux, this fragment 
of the Pentagon was retrieved by Lester 
Guidry along with two other pieces which 
are located in downtown Lafayette and at 
the American Legion. 

Our university houses this piece of 
the Pentagon in remembrance of those 
affected by the events that took place on 
9/11. The memorial was funded by the UL 
Lafayette Alumni Association. 

“This shard of limestone 
from the Pentagon 
wreckage honors all the 
casualties, survivors, and 
heroes of the 9/11 attacks.”
This year marked the 20th anniversary 

of the devastating attacks on September 
11, 2001. This was a pivotal and 
despondent moment in the history of the 
United States of America. Among those 
who lost their lives were Siew-Nya Ang 
and Robert Hymel, two University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette alumni. 

Ang, graduating class of 1988, was 
employed and present on the day of the 
attack at the World Trade Center. Ang, 
along with many others, did not make it 
out of the building. 

Hymel, a decorated Vietnam War 
veteran, was on site at the Pentagon 
working as a civilian and also did not 
survive the attack. The broken piece of 
the Pentagon remains on our campus to 
honor and remember this tragic event and 
those who died.

With the combined efforts of the UL 
Alumni Association, UL ROTC Color 
Guard, Lafayette Fire Department, UL 
Police Department, UL Student Veteran 
Organization, and UL Veteran Services 

a ceremony was held on campus at the 
memorial site to commemorate the events 
of Sept. 11. 

Our country, the victims, military 
personnel, first responders and the 
families of everyone affected by the attacks 
were honored during the ceremony. Ang 
and Hymel were remembered with a 
speech followed by the playing of “Taps.” 

The message conveyed to everyone was 
to remember what happened and never 
forget the attacks against our country on 

9/11. 
The last line on the plaque at the 

memorial site reads, “This shard of 
limestone from the Pentagon wreckage 
honors all the casualties, survivors and 
heroes of the 9/11 attacks.” 

A video of the ceremony is posted on 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Veteran Services Facebook page. 

The 9/11 memorial is easily accessible 
for visitation at the Alumni Center. 
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford

Sept. 20
l At 12:29 p.m., an additional police patrol was requested due to previous 
reports of a suspicious male following female students around campus and 
Sorority Row.

Sept. 16
l At 10:29 a.m., someone reported they lost their wallet containing a debit card, 
a credit card, and a social security card near the Student Union bookstore.
l At 2:04 p.m., a vehicle collision occurred at 100 Girard Park Circle between a 
gray 2016 Hyundai Elantra and a white 2017 Honda Accord.
l At 3:55 p.m., someone reported their bicycle and lock were stolen from 
outside Fletcher Hall.
l At 4:01 p.m., someone reported a hit-and-run crash between a 2013 white 
Hyundai and a 2019 green Q5 at Olivier Parking Tower.

Sept. 15
l At 9:02 a.m, there was a vehicle crash on 600 McKinley Street involving a white 
2018 Freightliner Box Truck, a blue 2005 Ford, and a silver 2009 Kia Borrego.
l At 11:20 a.m., someone reported their black 2016 Chevrolet Camero was 
damaged in the Girard Park Circle Parking Garage.

Sept. 14
l At 10:06 p.m., two people were arrested for possession of marijuna and a .38 
six shot revolver at Coronna Hall
l At 10:24 p.m., someone reported 70 dollars in cash were stolen at Corona Hall

Kaytlyn Williams
NEWS WRITER

Following an intense hurricane, many 
southeastern Louisiana residents are stuck 
without resources such as gas, power and 
groceries. Over 718,559 residents were 
hit with electrical problems and remain 
without power today. These circumstances 
were beyond anyone’s control, and despite 
many attempts to return to normal, the 
odds were not in anyone’s favor. 

While things were already falling apart, 
some students faced hardships from their 
university not giving them grace after 
the storm. The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette stunned many when they required 
students to return to school immediately 
after Hurricane Ida. The tweet, which 
has over 800 quote retweets, received 
negative attention, bringing backlash to 
the university, with one tweet saying the 
sudden return back to school was “setting 
students up for failure.”  

With the pandemic already impacting 
some students’ college experience, the 
university’s response to Hurricane Ida 
might have rubbed them the wrong way.

Dalton Melanson, a junior majoring in 
Public Relations, said that he was actually 
in New Orleans when Hurricane Ida hit. 
“My house’s shingles were flying off, and 
there were multiple leaks in our roof. We 
had to put trash cans in our living room 
and dining room because the leaks were 
bad,” Melanson said. With his house facing 
damages, school was the last thing on his 

mind. 
When asked how he felt about the 

university’s response to storm victims, 
Melanson said, “I felt appalled. I emailed 
all of my professors about my situation: 
how I was stuck in New Orleans during 
a category four hurricane. Only one of 
them understood and excused me from 
class.” One professor even told him that he 
“should drop the course, as other students 
have the ability to attend the class. My class 
requires attendance, as I stated before.” 

Even though almost every Louisiana 
resident has experienced a hurricane, the 
process never gets easier. 

Melanson said, “Living in Louisiana, 
hurricanes are a common thing. Half 
of the time, we turn a blind eye.” In this 
case, many people fled home or evacuated 
because of government orders or to protect 
themselves. It is crucial to do the right 
thing when it comes to situations like this. 
Residents expected this hurricane to be like 
last year’s set of storms and not cause any 
damage, but they were wrong.

Melanson said that the university should 
“go more on their word and accommodate 
people better to avoid this from happening 
again. Some serious PR work would benefit 
them in the future.” 

Due to class not being canceled, 
numerous students did not attend class and 
took the unexcused absences for the sake 
of their wellbeing. It was almost impossible 
for some students to return to school so 
quickly and get right back on track.

Students take to Twitter 
to voice displeasure 
following Hurricane Ida

University hosts 9/11 Memorial to 
honor fallen UL Lafayette alumni 
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Damages in front of Prospect Bridge in Houma, LA on Monday, Aug. 20, 2021
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

The Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team is 
currently 4-3 this season. Aside from an 
exhibition match on Aug. 21, the team 
started off strong. So what went wrong? 

In their first real game of the season, 
Louisiana competed in the Southern 
Miss Classic from Aug. 27-28. The squad 
dominated three games in a row. An 
easy 3-0 win over Southern Illinois was 
followed by a 3-1 win over USC Upstate 
and another dominating 3-0 win over 
Mississippi Valley. 

Their only loss in the tournament came 
from the host team Southern Miss. Still 
the loss was only 2-3, meaning the game 
could have gone either way. 

Sadly, after this loss, things would 
not go Louisiana’s way. The whole SFA 
tournament that was scheduled for Sept. 
3-4 was canceled. That means after Aug. 
28, the team wouldn’t play again until 
Sept. 9. 

That’s almost two weeks of not playing 
a volleyball game. On top of it all, the 
state had just experienced a devastating 
hurricane and things were already crazy. 

When it was time for the Cajuns to 
come back and play on Sept. 9, they 
competed in the UTRGV Tournament. 
Louisiana played three games from Sept. 
9-11, but only won one. 

Their first matchup was against host 
team UTRGV. I truly believe home-court 
advantage is a thing because just like 
their loss against Southern Miss, it was 
another close 2-3 defeat.

Thankfully after that match, the 

Ragin’ Cajuns got a 3-1 win over Texas 
Southern. Sadly, this dub celebration was 
short-lived. 

Louisiana lost 2-3 against Incarnate 
Word in the next game. Again it was a 
2-3 loss. This leads me to believe there 
is something not clicking in the final 
set for Louisiana. I’m not sure what that 
something is, but the last set is gut-check 
time when you’re supposed to give your 
all whether you’re winning or losing. 
This is something major that may need to 

be fixed in practice with scrimmages or 
conditioning. 

They will have their first home game 
of the season on Sept. 21 against Lamar. 
That will be followed right by two more 
home games against Georgia State and 
Georgia Southern. 

I think having support from their 
home community could be exactly what 
this Cajun squad needs. That along with 
consistency and never giving up even if 
it’s the last set or last match will be key to 

Louisiana turning things around. 
Hopefully, the season doesn’t get 

interrupted again and we can see 
Louisiana thrive very soon. Conference 
play doesn’t start until Sept. 24, which 
gives them time to prepare. And it is still 
early in the season, so the team has time 
to come back from their recent losses. Be 
sure to come out to Earl K. Long Gym on 
Sept. 21 at 6 p.m. to support Louisiana in 
their home opener. 

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns defeated 
the Ohio Bobcats Thursday night in 
a devastating  fashion. Coming out 
victorious in the 49-14 thriller, true 
freshman running back Montrell 
Johnson stole the show, punching in four 
touchdowns.

Johnson became the first Ragin’ Cajun 
to rush for four touchdowns in a single 
game since Alonzo Harris and Elijah 
McGuire, who each had four scores 
against Arkansas State on Oct. 21, 2014. 
On top of his four touchdowns, Johnson 
totaled 84 yards on 13 carries. 

The engine that keeps the Cajuns 
going, Levi Lewis, had yet another 
phenomenal showing, completing 21 
of his 29 passes for 214 yards and a 
touchdown. Lewis continues rewriting 
Louisiana record books, now throwing 
for a touchdown in 21 straight games.

The Cajuns receiving corps is 
something worth mentioning, proving 
to be one of the deepest units not only 
on this team, but in the entire Sun Belt 
Conference.

“Johnson became the first 
Ragin’ Cajun to rush for four 
touchdowns in a single 
game since Alonzo Harris 
and Elijah McGuire, who 
each had four scores 
against Arkansas State on 
Oct. 21, 2014. ”
In Thursday’s victory, five different 

Cajuns caught three or more passes, with 
TCU transfer John Stephens Jr. reeling in 
two touchdown receptions. This first-year 
Cajun continues to impress with his sheer 
strength and ability to play the ball at its 

highest point. This consistently provides 
mismatches for opposing teams.

Along with Lewis taking command 
of the offense, Coach Billy Napier and 
his staff had the chance to let redshirt 
freshman quarterback Chandler Fields 
get his feet wet and get some snaps under 
his belt.

Fields looked as poised as ever under 
center, even throwing for a touchdown in 
the fourth quarter for this Cajuns squad.

Defensively, Lorenzo McCaskill took 
over, leading the team with 10 tackles. 
McCaskill has been wreaking havoc all 
season for opposing teams’ offenses, 
covering sideline to sideline on a 
consistent basis.

New Orleans native Sonny Hazard also 

contributed for the Cajuns, totaling three 
tackles of his own in the Cajuns victory.

The main takeaway from Thursday’s 
dominant victory was the showing of true 
freshman Montrell Johnson. His ability to 
open the offense in the run game makes 
the job easier for Levi Lewis, keeping 
defenses on their toes all night.

Johnson, out of De La Salle High 
School, has continued to impress this 
Ragin’ Cajuns coaching staff, looking to 
be the next great back out of Louisiana. 
After pushing Elijah Mitchell, Trey Ragas 
and Raymond Calais to the NFL, this staff 
sees Johnson being next in line of elite 
running backs to come out of Acadiana.

As a whole, this Cajuns team showed 
what they’re capable of against the 

Bobcats, dominating from start to 
finish. Pushing out to an early 14-0 start, 
Coach Napier’s squad never looked back, 
keeping this Ohio unit in check from the 
first snap.

In a shaky start to the season where 
this Louisiana team went 1-1 through 
two weeks, Thursday showed that this 
team has the chance to run the table to 
win the conference. As Lewis continues 
putting up impressive numbers and the 
running back trio of Montrell Johnson, 
Emani Bailey and Chris Smith do their 
part, there is no limit to this team’s 
success.

The Cajuns open up conference play 
this Saturday, Sept. 25 on the road against 
Georgia Southern on ESPN+.

Cajuns volleyball can’t find their footing 
before first home game of 2021 season

Sports
Ragin’ Cajuns topple Ohio Bobcats in 
recent game, led by Montrell Johnson
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The volleybal team gathers for practice on Aug. 18, 2021.
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Montrell Johnson (4) runs with the ball as the Cajuns take on Ohio on Sept. 16, 2021.
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Adhamn Safford
COLUMNIST

Some people live their life from cradle 
to grave in the same place. Others move 
around once or twice, to another city 
or a neighboring state. Or they might 
move around for most of their life, to 
different countries or continents. There’s 
a lot that goes into that, figuring out 
where to go and why you’re going there, 
getting your stuff and yourself over there 
and so on. But once it’s done, it’s done, 
and you don’t really need to think about 
it anymore. But moving is hard. Not 
because of the “moving,” but because of 
the leaving.

When you move, especially a great 
distance, you’re starting fresh. You 
don’t know anyone and nobody knows 
you. That’s uncomfortable, especially if 
you had a pretty good social network 
previously, or even just one or two 
friends. It’s been so long since you’ve 
been totally alone that you don’t even 
remember how you met people in the 
first place. Or you do remember how 
you met people: it was by a sheer fluke, 
some coincidental meeting or moment 
that doesn’t seem likely to happen again. 
It’s hard to be alone, no matter how long 
you’re intending to stay in your new 
location. For a while, you hope for some 
chance meeting of the minds, where you 
lock eyes with someone and feel some 
kind of connection, and then you hope 
for them to come approach you first 
because God knows you’re not gonna be 
the one to do it.

Eventually you realize that, 
unfortunately, your life isn’t a fun 
coming-of-age drama and you might 
have to actually put some work into 
this. So you go online to look for group 
meetups, or dates or whatever. And after 
losing count of how many people you’ve 
met and forgot, something finally clicks. 
You connect with people over a shared 

hobby or interest, or you find someone 
with the same thoughts and feelings as 
you, or you just happen to start getting 
along with a group of co-workers. Maybe 
this will happen in a couple of weeks. Or 
it takes a year or more.

Somewhere along the way, whether 
you want to or not, you lose touch with 
your old friends back where you came 
from. It’s slow. You might even make 
jokes about how you don’t talk as much 
as you used to, and one of you says 
“haha, yeah, we should do something 
about that.” But the messages keep 

slowing down — they’ve probably found 
new people. That’s okay.

At least, you tell yourself that. Until it’s 
3 a.m., and you’re thinking about all the 
good times you shared and wondering 
if you’ll ever be able to recreate those 
moments again with other people. But 
even if you do, it won’t be exactly the 
same. How could it be? You think about 
texting your old friend again, but it’s 
been so long now. Months, maybe years 
have passed since you last spoke to them. 
What if they’ve forgotten you? What if 
they’ve moved on completely and met 
people that they’re way closer with now 
than they ever were with you? What if 
you’re the only one still thinking about 
them? So you don’t say anything, and the 
chasm between you grows ever larger. 
But the next day, someone notices you’re 
looking a little down, and them noticing 
is all you need to start feeling better. 
You open up to them, and they nod and 

listen. “It’s hard to leave people,” they say, 
“It takes time, and it can hurt. Sometimes 
people are in our lives forever, and 
sometimes they only occupy a specific 
time and a place. And that’s okay.”

Slowly, the sleepless nights become 
nights out with the people you’ve let 
into your life. The thoughts of if you 
should’ve stayed where you were, with 
the same sunset and the same people, 
fade into the background. You belong 
here now. At least until it’s time to move 
and start all over again. Sometimes, 
something happens, and we have to 
leave whether we want to or not. It’s not 
easy. And that’s okay. Because once in a 
while, we meet someone we never have 
to leave, someone who’s always beside us 
emotionally if not physically, someone 
who always feels like home.

Allons

Work without soul: New animation’s
artistic potential is being squandered
Cole Broussard
DESIGN MANAGER

Animation is a lot like food. When you 
walk into a fast food restaurant, you know 
what to expect. The menu stays the same, 
more or less, and you’re able to satisfy 
your hunger just fine. At the supermarket, 
most manufactured foods are pretty good. 
Even “TV dinners” are edible at their 
worst and palatable at their best. 

But how does that make you feel 
about your mother’s cooking? Are 
you unimpressed? Do you spend each 
spoonful wishing that you were eating 
something mass-produced? 

Your answer is probably no. Home-
cooked meals have this warmth and 
tenderness that just can’t be beat. Even 
though manufactured foods are created, 
tested and engineered for widespread 
appeal, they lack that last, crucial 
ingredient: soul. This whole analogy 
serves to point out a problem with 
animation in the context of visual art. 

“Motion is a power not 
afforded to many other 
forms of visual art.”

Humans have been making images 
move since pretty much the beginning of 
time. From shadow puppetry to pencil 
drawings on paper, our animations have 
reflected an interest in two very important 
concepts: motion and time. Motion is a 
power not afforded to many other forms 
of visual art. 

Paintings, drawings and sculptures have 
a long history of depicting bowls of fruit 
and the aristocracy in still-lifes. While 
some traditional artists capture the world 
in motion through both abstraction and 
realism, the sheer power of animation to 
achieve this goal is often overlooked.

The second concept is that of time. 
At first glance, one might think that 
its importance is arbitrary. You watch 

something happen on the screen, and 
then it’s over. But time is a fundamentally 
human experience. We understand the 
world through the way it changes as time 
passes. It’s through the medium of time 
that we experience emotion and thought. 
Animation has the power to represent 
this like no other medium of art. Imagine 
experiencing your favorite scene from 
your favorite movie as if it were a single 
image and you’ll feel the power of time. 
And even where film is concerned, the 
imagery captured by a camera has its 
limitations. With a blank flipbook or any 
3D modeling software, artists are able to 
create something greater: something with 
soul. 

More often than not, though, animation 
is used as a tool to entertain. Most people 
will immediately think of Disney, Pixar 
and DreamWorks when asked about 
animation. In the same way that an 
inspired chef might call Hot Pockets a 
product rather than cuisine, it’s fair to say 

that most of the animation that people 
consume is more product than art. This 
doesn’t mean that you can’t enjoy your 
favorite princess movie and that the work 
these studios produce can’t be appreciated 
on a deep, intellectual level. But the 
context is different. They’re manufactured, 
designed to garner mass appeal oftentimes 
at the expense of creative freedom and 
originality. It’s something that a lot of 
animation students themselves don’t fully 
realize sometimes. I know that personally, 
it took a long time to understand why I 
was dissatisfied with the state of animation 
and articulate exactly what I’d like to see 
change.

It’s possible that you’re thinking this 
is all a bunch of uppity, artsy, snooty 
bull****, and on a certain level, it is. This 
article is being written in an academic 
setting beyond the realities of capitalism 
and it’s hard to call for change when 
the state of the world itself makes that 
difficult. Plus, we all really enjoy those 

Disney princesses, those Marvel movies, 
those Cartoon Network shows and those 
“Family Guy” reruns. But regardless 
of academic idealism, this kind of 
artistic limitation is important to talk 
about. The art that’s created outside of 
these limitations might not be easy to 
understand, and it might not even be 
something that’s fun to watch. It also 
might not even tell a story, but art’s job has 
never been to entertain or please. 

Imagine if all creative people in the 
world spent all their time focused on 
how things are now instead of how things 
could be different. Imagine if painters 
had just kept painting portraits of rich 
people until the end of time. Imagine 
if no new recipes were being created, 
and if your mother never cooked that 
soulful food ever again. This analogy 
illustrates the enormous amount of 
creative opportunities that are being lost 
in the world of animation, and hopefully, 
someday that soul will return.

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Hardest part of moving: Leaving old 
friends and trying to make new ones

“Sometimes people are in 
our lives forever, and 
sometimes they only occupy 
a specific time and a place. 
And that’s okay.”

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Madelyn Myer
SPORTS EDITOR

“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten 
Rings,” simply put, is a phenomenal film. I 
will dive into why in a minute, but let me 
first give some background context. 

I saw “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings” on its release date. It’s usually 
a tradition I try to do with all Marvel 
movies and superhero movies ever since 
I saw “The Amazing Spider-man” at 
midnight in 2012 and most recently “The 
Suicide Squad.” 

Maybe it’s the fact that I like being able 
to talk about the movie first or maybe I’m 
just so excited to see the movies after the 
trailers that I can’t wait for more than a 
day after it officially comes out. 

I need to point out that I am a huge 
Marvel fan. Not the type that just started 
getting into it once it became popular 
after the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
began to grow. I’m the type that’s been 
here before that. I’ve been there for the 
flop Hulk movie, the comics, and the 
bullying it brought on for liking them. 

Before diving into the movie, let’s talk 
about the significance of it. This was 
Marvel’s first solo film led by an Asian 
hero. The plot heavily follows Chinese 
culture which I think is really amazing 
because everyone deserves to see 
someone that looks like them making it 
on the big screen. 

Now let’s look at the cast. I don’t think 
the casting directors could have done a 
better job. They had a few bigger names 
like Simu Liu (“Kim’s Convenience”) and 

Awkwafina (“Crazy Rich Asians”), but 
there were also some lesser-known actors 
that fit the bill. 

The beginning of the film travels 
from present time in San Francisco to 
flashbacks in China. The backstory of 
the ten rings may be the most interesting 
backstories out of all the Marvel movies. 

Back in the present time there is an eye-
catching fight scene in a bus. This was by 
far one of my favorite parts of the movie. 
You get to really see how powerful Shaun 
is even without the rings and the shock on 
the faces of everyone on the bus is great 

too. 
But the film is not all action, it’s about 

family and friendship and loyalty. It’s 
about living up to your potential and 
escaping your destiny. It’s about choices. 

The film isn’t so much so a typical 
Marvel movie full of comedy like say 
“Thor Ragnarok”. It’s there, but there are 
more important elements at play in the 
film. 

Also, the choice of the villain being 
Shaun’s father was great. You somewhat 
feel for him because of what he’s gone 
through and the reason why he’s doing 

what he’s doing. 
It’s been breaking box office records 

(pandemic time) and receiving mostly 
favorable reviews. And rightfully so, I 
would see it again right now if I could. 

And let’s not forget the post credit 
scenes that feature some of your favorite 
Avengers. If you haven’t gotten a chance 
to see “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings”, I highly suggest it. Of course, 
stay safe, but I think you would enjoy 
seeing the film. I give it a solid 10/10. 

Amelia Jennings
MANAGING EDITOR

Last week, I wrote about being robbed 
in Poland, which almost made me go 
home. However, I stayed and had a 
wonderful time teaching English to Polish 
kids with the program Angloville. 

The couple who ran the Airbnb that I 
stayed at was very nice, and not only did 
they let me have dinner with them, but 
the woman also walked me to the train 
station on my last day with them. They 
also checked up on me later in the week 
to see how I was doing. 

For Angloville, you would meet up 
at the Palace of Culture and Science 
if your departing city was in Warsaw, 
which mine was. This is one of the most 
beautiful places in the city, as it is one of 
the few that was not done in the boxy, 
communist-style. Unfortunately, this is 
because most of Warsaw was destroyed 
in the second world war. However, 
it is amazing to see how well the city 
recovered. 

While at the Palace waiting for the 
Angloville bus, I met some of the coolest 
people, some of whom would become 
good friends of mine. This helped me 
relax significantly because it meant that 
I was not going to be traversing around 
Poland by myself anymore. 

I will only mention a few people 
because the list of people that I met in my 
time there, or even in the first week, could 
take hours.

The first person I met was Tania. She 
was the primary coordinator for mentors 
my first week, and she is awesome. (Yes, 
I will say this about everyone, but I mean 
it!) She lives in London but she is Spanish 

and Italian. She was also robbed in the 
same manner as I in her first week, so I 
felt a lot less alone. Later, she also helped 
me rearrange my trip so that I didn’t have 
to leave Warsaw. She also bought me a 
donut. I owe her big time. 

Another coordinator, Jojo, was from 
South Africa where she taught us about 
the history and all the cool places she’d 
been in Africa. 

There was also a girl from Sri Lanka, 
Sammy, and an Irish girl named Orla, 
who I lived with during the first week. 
They taught me all about their cultures 
and how they got to Angloville. 

Lastly, the first week I met Noor and 
Kessem, who let me room with them 
between weeks after my debit card went 
missing, and later, got me back to the 
airport. Noor is also having me practice 
my French with her every weekend. Like, 
these are amazing people. Did they make 
me drink garbage beer? Absolutely, but it 
was fun nonetheless. 

When we arrived at the hotel that was 
four hours outside of Warsaw, I got to 
meet the kids of that week’s program who 
were pretty cool. I learned all about their 
culture, which isn’t very different from 
ours, but definitely different. For example, 
it’s not common to ask to pet someone 
elses dog over there, and honestly that 
made me very sad. 

I am not allowed to say the names of 
the kids that I specifically worked with, 
but I can explain what I did. 

Out of 40 kids, one or two would pick 
a mentor to help them with their end of 
the week presentation. I helped one with a 
presentation on her cat, and I learned that 
she wanted to have a million animals like 
me when she got older (I only have 18.)

I helped the other with his presentation 
on Sherlock Holmes. He was 17 and she 
was 12, and I learned that he is working 
on becoming a chemist and wants to 
make the world a better place. 

There were several people that I wish 

I hadn’t met. But, because of the copious 
amounts of people who made me feel at 
home and made me want to keep going, 
I want to do it again and again. To my 
many friends here and abroad, thank you. 

Shang-Chi is newest Marvel hit movie

Nothing makes traveling better than the 
many people you meet along the way

Graphic by Cole Broussard
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Outside the Polish Niegocin resort, Maria, Tania, Kessem, Noor & Amelia.
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“Where is your favorite place 
to eat on campus?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Trey Romero
CHEMISTRY  FRESHMEN

“Chick-fil-A because it’s 
good food and it’s by 
my door.”

Don Woods
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Its got to be Chick-fil-A, 
my guy.”

Jeanne Smith
BIOLOGY  SENIOR

“Chick-fil-A.”

Deja Johnson
PSYCHOLOGY  SENIOR

“Starbucks. I’m a coffee 
addict.”

Kaemen LaFleur
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  SOPHOMORE

“Café Fleur de Lis.”

Kalio Gray
KINESIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“Chick-fil-A.”

ATTENTION!

Interested in working as a graphic designer?

Apply online at thevermilion.com

Coming soon!


