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Russo-Ukrainian War; affected 
student and faculty weigh in
Adhamm Safford, Lena Foster
ALLONS EDITOR, NEWS EDITOR

On Feb 24, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin announced a military 
operation against Ukraine, in retaliation 
from alleged attacks and genocide of 
Russian citizens. He is referring to the 
war in the Donbass region of Ukraine 
that has been ongoing since 2014, 
though Ukraine dismisses the allegations 
of genocide. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
began on the same day.

The capital of Ukraine, Kyiv’s main 
airport was hit in the first wave of 
attacks, followed by explosions being 
heard within Kyiv itself the next day. 
Fighting between Russian and Ukrainian 
forces continued throughout the Kyiv 
Oblast province. As of April 1, Russia 
has stated they would scale down 
operations in the region. NATO claims 
that Russia is in reality regrouping, while 
Ukraine claims that Russia is losing 
ground rather than withdrawing on their 
own.

Mariupol, a Ukrainian controlled city 
in Donetsk, is currently under siege by 
Russia. Parts of the city were shelled, 
and it has since lost power, gas and 
running water. On March 14, Russia 
agreed to a humanitarian corridor to 
allow civilians to evacuate. Following 
this, Russian forces entered the center of 
Mariupol. Moscow called for Ukrainian 
forces to surrender, saying they will be 
given safe passage out of the city, but 
Ukraine refused. As of March 30, an 
estimated 290,000 people have left while 
170,000 remain trapped. A Ukrainian 
presidential advisor has said that half of 
the city is under Russian control.

The conflict, as of April 2, is still 
ongoing, with this invasion being an 
escalation of the Russo-Ukrainian War 
that began in 2014 following Ukraine’s 
Maidan Revolution. Protests were 
sparked by the pro-Russian then-
President Viktor Yanukovych’s decision 
to not sign an agreement that would’ve 
brought the European Union and 
Ukraine closer, as well as the corruption 
within the administration at the time. 

The Maidan Revolution resulted in the 
ousting of Yanukovych, the overthrow 
of the previous government and unrest 
among the ethnic Russian population 
throughout Ukraine.

In March 2014, Russia annexed 
Crimea, a part of Ukraine with an ethnic 
Russian majority. Crimea held a vote 
in which they decided to leave Ukraine 
and join Russia, though this was deemed 
by the European Union as “contrary 
to the Ukrainian Constitution and 
international law.”

On May 2, 2014, tensions between 
pro-and anti-Maidan protestors erupted 
in the city of Odessa. According to the 2 
May Group, a group of local journalists 

investigating the incident, fighting 
occurred in the streets, with both sides 
reported to have been using “improvised 
incendiaries (bottles and rockets).” 
Present on the pro-Maidan side were 
armed militants from Right Sector, a 
far-right paramilitary group. The clash 
in Odessa culminated in anti-Maidan 
protestors being forced to retreat into the 
Trade Unions House, which was then set 
on fire.

Since April 2014, active fighting has 
been ongoing in the Donbass region of 
Ukraine, between the Russian-backed 
separatist forces of Donetsk and Lugansk 
and the Ukrainian military. Donetsk 
and Lugansk have large ethnic Russian 
populations and seek to secede from 
Ukraine. 

On March 25, 2022, Sergei Rudskoi, 
head of the Russian General Staff ’s 
Main Operational Directorate, stated 
Russia would “focus our core efforts on 
achieving the main goal, the liberation of 
Donbass.”

Putin, in a phone call to the Turkish 
President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, listed 
out his demands for a peace deal with 
Ukraine. He called for Ukraine to be 
neutral and not join NATO, to undergo a 
disarmament process, for a protection in 
Ukraine for the Russian language and for 
Ukraine to go through “de-Nazification.” 
Putin also expressed his wishes to meet 
face-to-face with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky to discuss the 
issues of the Donbass region.

Chester Rzadkiewicz, Ph.D., who 
teaches Russian history at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette, spoke on how 
Russia’s invasion could have possibly 
been prevented if there had been a 
concession to their list of demands given 
in December 2021.

“No NATO expansion to Ukraine. 
And they also wanted missiles, any 
NATO missiles removed from the 
border,” Rzadkiewicz said. “The big 
thing was keeping Ukraine out of NATO, 
and also protecting the people living in 
Lugansk and Donetsk. Again, populated 
with millions of ethnic Russians.”

He added that Russia perceived the 
prospect of Ukraine joining NATO as an 
existential threat.

“Well for one thing, it would reduce 
the warning time for missiles to reach 
Moscow,” Rzadkiewicz said. “The 
Russians, they feel very threatened by 
missiles on their borders. And rightfully 
so.”

Rzadkiewicz also touched on the 
escalation of war in the Donbass region 
as sparking the invasion.

“But when the Ukrainians picked up 
their assault on Lugansk and Donetsk, 
that was like the last straw. Something 
had to be done, they had to be stopped,” 
Rzadkiewicz said.

He added that he did not feel Russia’s 

intentions were to take over Ukraine.
“It’ll be a huge problem if Russia wants 

to take over Ukraine and reincorporate 
it back into Russia like in the old Soviet 
days,” Rzadkiewicz said. “I don’t think 
the Russians want that. I think it would 
be crazy. They want something on paper, 
they want a settlement.”

Putin has also stated that he wants to 
de-Nazify Ukraine. Despite Zelensky 
being Jewish, Ukraine has a noted neo-
Nazi presence. The Azov Battalion, a 
Ukrainian neo-Nazi former paramilitary 
group, is currently a unit of Ukraine’s 
National Guard and has been active 
throughout the conflict, particularly in 
defending Mariupol.

America’s response to the war has 
largely been to provide humanitarian 
assistance to Ukraine, to sanction Russia 
and to have the private sector pull 
out from the country. Joe Biden, in a 
speech in Warsaw, Poland, spoke on the 
effects of these sanctions on the Russian 
economy.

“The private sector is acting as 
well. Over 400 private multinational 
companies have pulled out of doing 
business in Russia — left Russia 
completely — from oil companies to 
McDonald’s,” Biden said. “The economy 
is on track to be cut in half in the 
coming years. It was ranked — Russia’s 
economy was ranked the 11th biggest 
economy in the world before this 
evasion — invasion. It will soon not even 
rank among the top 20 in the world.”

These sanctions have impacted 
Russian citizens, most of all through 
severe inflation.

“It takes about 200 rubles to equal one 
dollar,” Biden said.

Prices for consumer goods have 
increased by 2.2%, with food among 
the highest price hikes. Electronics and 
appliances have also risen dramatically 
in price, with the average cost of 
smartphones and televisions increasing 
by over 10%, in addition to major 
companies, such as Apple, stopping sales 
to the country.

Rzadkiewicz expressed his issues 
with America’s sanctions and how it’s 
damaging to the US and the rest of the 
world.

“Our sanctions can be devastating. 
They hurt us too. And I think the 
kind of sanctions we’ve laid on Russia 
is damaging to the world economy,” 
Rzadkiewicz said. “We’re literally stealing 
money too with these sanctions. We’re 
cutting off access to bank reserves and 
stuff. And it’s war by other means.”

Daniil Katerynchuck currently attends 
UL Lafayette and was born in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. Katerynchuck moved to the 
United States in 2019 to go to school 
and pursue a major in mechanical 
engineering.

When news surfaced of the conflict, 

Katerynchuck found it difficult to get 
through the first week of hearing about 
it.

“I was depressed and sometimes I 
didn’t even have the strength or desire to 
go grab something to eat,” Katerynchuck 
said. “I wanted to be completely isolated, 
and I spent Mardi Gras reading the news 
all day long. I was very concerned for my 
family and friends and their safety.”

After hearing about it, Katerynchuck 
tried to stay in touch with his family. His 
sister, mother and grandparents decided 
to go to Germany where they have 
family, however, his father had to stay in 
Kyiv because of Ukraine’s current policy 
which prohibits men between the ages 
of 18 and 60 to leave the country. His 
family in Germany is currently applying 
for refugee status.

Katerynchuck shared how he can feel 
helpless during this time, but his family 
constantly reminds him that the best 
way to help is by doing what he set out to 
do when he went to college.

“We talk everyday, and that gives me 
strength. But sometimes I feel like I’m 
not helping enough,” Katerynchuck said. 
“The biggest help and support that I 
could do for my family right now is to 
find a summer internship, and then find 
a job after my graduation so that I can 
financially help the family.”

Katerynchuck continues to battle 
various concerns, both internationally 
and locally. He talked about his worry 
about Putin’s use of nuclear war and 
nuclear weapons and the Russian army’s 
potential actions of destruction to the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plants which 
can cause a tremendous release of 
radiation throughout Europe. 

Along with that, Katerynchuck worries 
about what’s to come with him when the 
semester ends. He’s currently looking for 
a place to stay since he can’t go back to 
Ukraine, and he’s trying to find ways to 
handle paying for tuition. 

According to Katerynchuck, although 
he’s excelling academically, he’s having 
trouble finding enjoyment in his social 
events and interests like soccer, festival 
going, basketball and guitar playing.

“I feel like this guilt that while I attend 
festivals right now, there are people 
dying in my country,” Katerynchuck 
said. “So I simply can’t enjoy it as much 
as I used to.”

With everything going on, 
Katerynchuck still confirms that he feels 
safe at the university and encourages 
people to speak with their political 
leaders about the current conflict. He 
also encourages people to look for 
trust funds and charities to donate to. 
Katerynchuck and his father are working 
together to try to find sponsors to 
help provide materials such as radios, 
armor plates and vision devices to the 
Territorial Defense Force of Kyiv.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Adhamm Safford 

April. 3
• At 7:37 a.m., an officer responded to a complaint of suspicious circumstances 
that occurred at 4:00 a.m. at Thibodeaux apartments in Legacy Park. Minor 
damages were found on an interior door casing.

Mar. 31
• At 1:20 a.m., an individual was observed trying to break into a soft drink 
machine in the bus barn, with a pipe wrench and a claw hammer.

• At 2:54 p.m., an officer was dispatched to Martin Hall in reference to a report of 
theft of a Dell laptop, apple earbuds and a desk clock.

Mar. 30
• At 2:25 a.m, officers were dispatched to Girard Park in reference to an 
attempted suicide.

• At 5:59 a.m, officers were dispatched to the Student Union in reference to 
suspicious circumstances involving a burnt food container.

Mar. 28
• At 7:28 p.m., someone reported a hit and run incident at the Visual Arts Annex 
building involving a gray 2019 Honda Civic.

Mar. 27
• At 11:14 a.m., a hit and run crash was reported in the parking area near Angelle 
Hall involving a black 2021 Honda Accord.

Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s 48th Annual Lagniappe Day is 
set to take place on April 8 at the Student 
Union, complete with a crawfish boil, 
canoe races, jalapeño eating contest, the 
swamp jump and an inflatable obstacle 
course.

After a smaller event with a lower 
turnout during the COVID-19 
Pandemic, this year’s Lagniappe Day 
is intending to return in full force. The 
Lagniappe Day Coordinator for the 
University Program Council, Trenton 
Seets, shared what the plans for this 
Lagniappe Day are.

“So for this upcoming Lagniappe 
Day, we’re planning on having it in full 
force again. We haven’t really had a big 
one since 2019. We’re having inflatables 
outside, we’ll have like a 40-foot obstacle 
course and then another inflatable 
beside that as well,” Seets said. “We’re 
gonna have canoe races, a pepper eating 
contest, and yeah the 20,000 pounds of 
crawfish as well.

The inflatables are a surprise new 
addition to the usual Lagniappe Day 
activities.

“Particularly, I’m really excited about 
the inflatables. I’ve never heard of 
bringing inflatables and that’s something 
I feel like that’s new to me, at least,” Seet 
said.

The crawfish boil will take place from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets cost one meal 
swipe, or $8.25, and are available for 
pre-purchase through Sodexo until 11:59 
p.m. on April 7. Walk-up purchases will 
not be available on Lagniappe Day itself. 
Each ticket will get about five to seven 

pounds of crawfish.
Other events are also taking place 

around the Student Union. Canoe races 
on Cypress Lake will be happening from 
12:30 to 1:15 p.m., with two-person 
teams eligible to compete. From 1:25 to 
1:45 p.m., is the jalapeno eating contest 
on the Student Union Porch. And 
starting at 1:50 p.m. is the traditional 
swamp jump, where members of the 
University Program Council and Student 
Government Association will jump into 
Cypress Lake.

The UL Lafayette website touches on 
the history of Lagniappe Day and its 
start in 1974.

“With its beginnings in 1974, 
Lagniappe Week/Day is a time-honored 
University tradition that gives students 
a chance to relax during a stressful 
spring semester,” the website reads. 
“The high point of Lagniappe Day is a 
huge crawfish boil where students can 
eat crawfish while sitting in the sun. 
Lagniappe Day is the ultimate way for 
students to decompress and prepare 
themselves for the end of the semester.”

Seets spoke on being able to bring 
Lagniappe Day tradition to students 
who may not have had the chance to 
experience it before.

“A lot of students don’t really know 
about Lagniappe Day because we 
haven’t had a real one since 2019. I’m a 
junior and the first one we had was last 
semester where not many people came 
to it because it was like a university 
holiday and people weren’t coming to 
campus,” Seets said. “And this is the 
first year that people are going to be on 
campus really just able to partake in the 
event as well.”

48th Annual Lagniappe 
Day returns on April 8

COVID-19 dashboard reports 1 new 
cases last week, university total at 2,061
Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

There was 1 new COVID-19 cases 
among students, faculty and staff at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
during the week of April 2, according to 
the university’s COVID-19 dashboard on 

April 4.
According to the dashboard as of 

Monday at 4:54 p.m., the university 
reported that 312 students and 509 
faculty and staff members contracted the 
virus, and 1,240 students have told the 
university they’ve tested positive. This 
means there have been a total of 2,061 

cases among students, faculty and staff at 
UL Lafayette.

Confirmed positive tests include tests 
taken by Student Health Services and 
UL Lafayette Athletics, as well as tests 
submitted to the university’s human 
resources department by faculty, staff 
and student workers. Self-reported tests 

were taken by off-campus health care 
providers. Students in this category 
sent their results to the dean of students 
themselves, according to the dashboard.

As of Monday, the dashboard displays 
total positive tests since Jan. 4, 2020.

This is an ongoing story. Stay with The 
Vermilion for more updates.
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Students eating crawfish in celebration of Lagniappe Day.

Discounts

HAPPY HOUR
2:00 -  4:00 PM

10% OFF COMBOS
50% OFF DRINKS

3300 Johnston St., Lafayette, Louisiana

The hottest thing under the bun!
Cajun
      Blaze
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Faith Scholl, Adhamm Safford
NEWS WRITER, ALLONS EDITOR

On March 15, the United States Senate 
unanimously passed the Sunshine 
Protection Act, which would make 
daylight saving time (the current time as 
of writing) permanent starting in 2023. 
The bill still needs to be passed in the 
House of Representatives and signed by 
the President before being made into 
law.

The bill was first introduced in the 
Senate by Marco Rubio, a Republican 
Senator for Florida, who acknowledged 
that there are more pressing issues, but 
that many people agree on how this one 
should be resolved.

“I know this is not the most important 
issue confronting America, but it’s one 
of those issues where there’s a lot of 
agreement,” Rubio said. “If we can get 
this passed, we don’t have to do this 

stupidity anymore.”
Though the bill would make daylight 

saving time permanent, Arizona and 
Hawaii would remain in standard time 
since they currently do not observe 
daylight saving time.

The bill has yet to pass in the House 
of Representatives, which is currently 
undecided on what to do. Al Green, a 
Democrat Representative for Texas, said 
he needed to confer with his staff before 
making a decision.

“I’m going to ask my staff for some 
empirical studies about this,” Green said.

John Yarmouth, a Democrat 
Representative for Kentucky, told The 
Hill about his doubts regarding the bill.

“I don’t know that many members 
have really thought through it,” 
Yarmouth said. “Now what will happen 
is you’ll get all of this outpouring of 
studies and people say, ‘Yeah, we agree 
you shouldn’t change twice a year, but 

what is it, standard time or daylight 
time?’ And then you get the farm 
bureaus and the parents associations.”

Some students at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette have voiced their 
opinions about the bill.

Doc Theriot, a freshman majoring in 
computer science, shared her opinion on 
the issue. 

“I don’t think they should have made 
daylight savings a bill because it has 
to do with the way the planets move. 
I think decisions like this shouldn’t 
be made by politicians but instead 
scientists,” Theriot said.

Ava Blanchard is a sophomore at the 
university and doesn’t understand why 
they’re trying to change it.

“I don’t really mind it, and if anything 
that would kind of confuse me a little bit 
to change it,” Blanchard said. 

Bailey Stock, a sophomore majoring in 
music education said she would prefer it. 

“As long as we can get more sun in the 
daytime, I would love it. We wouldn’t 
have to fix our sleep schedules, which 
makes the roads riskier the following 
day,” said Stock.

Hailey Poche, a freshman majoring in 
music education likes daylight savings 
time, but also thinks we should change 
things up. 

“I agree with the bill. I like switching 
things back and forth from daylight 
savings time, but it’s nice to change 
things up,” Poche said. 

According to UL Lafayette senior 
Lynn Wills, she’s 100% for this change to 
make it permanent.

“I don’t like the time switch. It always 
messes with my circadian rhythm,” Wills 
said. 

Lena Foster
NEWS EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette alumnus Layon Gray put on his 
play “Black Angels Over Tuskegee” at the 
Heymann Performing Arts Center for a 
one-night performance on March 31.

The play focuses on the lives of six 
Black men known as the Tuskegee 
Airmen and their process becoming 
United States Air Force aviators. Dated 
in the early 1940s, during a time where 
Jim Crow laws were in effect, these men 
underwent struggles centered around 
discrimination, family matters, health 
issues and tension amongst each other. 

According to the play’s website, “The 
Tuskegee Airman conquered isolation 
and prejudice to become one of the 
most highly respected fighter groups of 
World War II forming the 99th Pursuit 
Squadron.”

Born in Alexandria, LA, Gray 
found his passion for writing through 
the short pieces he created for his 
mother when he was eight years old. 
Once he went to Northwestern State 
University, his interest grew, and he 
started taking writing seriously. After 
attending Northwestern, Gray went to 
UL Lafayette and started bringing those 
ideas and writings to life with the skits 
he put on for his fellow peers. 

He decided to take a chance and move 
to Los Angeles after graduating from UL 
Lafayette in 1996 and pursued writing, 
directing and acting. 

“I’m a little country boy from 
Alexandria, so with all those big 
buildings, it was just amazing for me 
just to see the world that big,” Gray said. 
“I wasn’t afraid, just excited to try to 
conquer and make my own footprints in 
Los Angeles and now New York City.”

In 2008, Gray was watching TV and 
saw some of the Tuskegee Airmen 
receive the Congressional Medal of 
Honor and decided to write a play about 
them. Gray’s best friend at the time knew 
a Tuskegee Airman, and Gray used those 
stories as inspiration for his play.

“He didn’t talk about all the awards 
and medals they won,” Gray said. “He 
talked about the brotherhood, the 

friendships that were created, and the 
friends that died during war.That’s the 
angle I wanted to go writing my story.”

The play was first performed in Los 
Angeles in 2009 then moved to New 
York in 2010. According to Gray, they 
only perform the play now based upon 
requests for them to come to those 
cities. Jackie Lyle, Executive Director 
of Performing Arts Serving Acadiana, 
requested for them to come to Lafayette 
to perform the play for January, however, 
due to COVID-19, they had to postpone 
it until March. 

According to Gray, he wanted people 
to understand that this play is not only 
showing African-American history, but 
that it is showing American history, and 
it’s stories like this that might not be 
found in textbooks. 

“Kids need to know about these 

American heroes,” Gray said. “Little 
Black boys need to know that men who 
look just like them were able to excel in 
the 40s when there was so much racism, 
you had Jim Crow. And if they could do 
it in the 40s with all that going on, we 
have no reason not to succeed today.”

While the play was stationed in New 
York, Thaddeus Daniels, who played 
the Narrator, got involved with the 
production as an understudy, and after 
the play went back to Los Angeles, he 
was called back to play one of the roles. 

According to Daniels, as the play 
travels, they get a chance to connect with 
some of the real Tuskegee Airmen. 

“That’s been the amazing part of it 
all. We really enjoy that part, you know, 
getting the chance to meet these living, 
breathing heroes,” Daniels said. 

David Roberts, who played the role 

of Abe, shared how before being in this 
play, he barely knew information about 
the Tuskegee Airmen. 

“He gave us so much statistical 
information that we had to follow up on, 
and now I’ve learned to appreciate them 
a whole lot more than I did before since 
I knew little to nothing about them,” 
Roberts said. 

The play left some audience members 
in tears and in awe, and the actors 
received a standing ovation. 

According to Destiny Smith, a 
graduate student at UL Lafayette, she 
didn’t know what to expect going in, but 
she left crying and amazed. 

“I didn’t expect to cry, but I did,” 
Smith said. “It was a beautiful story, and 
it was well put together. Congratulations 
to all the men!”

Daylight Savings Time to become 
permanent under Federal legislation

Black Angels Over Tuskegee performed 
at Heymann Arts Center on March 31

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Actors portraying the Tuskegee Airmen.
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Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns guard Carter 
Domingue is surrounded by a myriad of 
stars on this talented Louisiana roster, 
giving him the chance to soak up the 
knowledge of his teammates day in and 
day out.

Despite this Cajuns squad not having 
the regular season many had hoped for, 
their postseason run in the Sun Belt 
Conference Tournament showed this 
team has the chance to be special next 
year. For Domingue, to get acclimated 
with the speed of college basketball took 
time, but he wouldn’t trade his freshman 
year for anything.

“My freshman year went great,” 
Domingue said. “There’s a lot of things 
that went really well. We made a really 
good playoff run at the end and I was 
glad I could help the team when a couple 
of guys got COVID. I was able to get in 
there and play, and I think it was good to 
show that I can play on this level.”

Domingue, a walk-on for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, sat behind elite guards like 
Brayan Au, Trajan Wesley and Michael 
Thomas this season. The trio of guards 
gave Domingue pieces of their game to 
dissect routinely and continue to grow as 
a player.

“I got to learn a lot. Learned a lot 
from the point guards on our team,” 
Domingue said. “How Brayan [Au] 
controlled the game when he was in 

there. How Trajan [Wesley] controlled 
the game when he was in there. How 
Mike [Thomas] controlled the game 
when he was in there. I think this 
year was a lot of learning for me, just 
adjusting to the speed, and I think I was 
just trying to be the sponge absorbing 
everything that I could.”

After a freshman campaign where 
Domingue learned from his teammates, 
he now enters his first full offseason with 
Louisiana. Rather than coming in over 
the summer leading up to his freshman 
year, Domingue has the entire spring 
and summer to gain more continuity 
with the guys.

Domingue detailed what he looks to 
improve on this offseason after getting 
this year under his belt.

“I think I can get my handle tighter. 
The speed of this game and the guy’s 
hands are quicker,” Domingue said. “So, 
I think I need to get my handles tighter 
so I can navigate the game. I’m excited to 
improve my game off the dribble, catch 
and shoot. A lot of things I did improve 
during the season but I think this 
offseason my game is going to skyrocket. 
Especially just being in the program for 
a year and learning everything.”

Along with Domingue, this entire 
team is rejuvenated after such a 
promising ending to their rollercoaster 
2021-22 season. Dropping winnable 
games early on, but finishing so strongly 
towards the back end of the year, it gives 
this team hope for their 2022-23 season.

“I think it gives us energy,” Domingue 
said. “We’ve been capable of doing 
that all season. And we were capable 
of winning that last game. I think 
everyone’s ready to get back, excited to 
bring the whole team back. We’re ready 
to dominate again.”

As Domingue and this Louisiana 

squad lock in this offseason and 
build off of their Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament run, the sky’s the limit for 
what this Ragin’ Cajuns group is capable 
of heading into next year.

Domingue, Ragin’ Cajuns prepared to 
build off of positive Sun Belt Tourney Run

Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

In a March 28 press conference 
following a 6–3 victory against South 
Alabama, Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns head 
coach Matt Deggs remarked, “You gotta 
have that one guy that’s like the sun: 
everyone revolves around him...what he’s 

done is pretty amazing, especially since 
he’s the only lefty in the lineup.”

He was talking about sophomore 
outfielder Carson Roccaforte.

Many have said before that baseball 
is the ultimate team sport in that one 
player often has very little impact on a 
given game’s outcome. No better is this 
exemplified than in the Cajuns’ run so 

far with Roccaforte, who has seemingly 
done everything that could be expected 
of him so far this season offensively. 

A quick summary of his statistical 
accomplishments so far this season: 
he currently leads the team in batting 
average, hits, home runs, RBI’s and 
stolen bases. His slash line holds at a 
remarkable .340 / .391 / .649 overall 

and .290 / .361 / .613 in conference 
matchups. He’s the only Cajun player 
with double-digit RBI in conference 
games so far. In conference games, he 
has been intentionally walked twice. 
Furthermore, an underrated facet of his 
game is his consistent fielding, as he’s 
recorded no errors to go along with the 
second-highest putout total on the team.

Despite all this, his team sits one 
game above .500, has failed to sweep a 
conference series, and have themselves 
been on the wrong side of a conference 
series sweep against a Troy team that is 
now 5–4. 

For Roccaforte, the key has been 
consistency in making a play every 
game. Whether its robbing a home run 
on defense, driving in runs, or simply 
fielding cleanly, all he can do is deliver 
his best performance and hope to lead 
by example.

Arguably his biggest game so far 
came in a loss against South Alabama 
on March 26, with a massive three-run 
homer in the fourth inning, a sac fly in 
the sixth, and a solo homer in the ninth 
all scored the only Cajuns runs the 
entire day. 

Putting the team first has always 
been Roccaforte’s M.O., it seems. In 
an interview from his senior year at 
Port Neches Groves High School, he 
commented, “Chemistry with the team 
and hard work really pays off, if you have 
good chemistry, I think this team can go 
all the way.” Part of that statement rings 
true today too; once this team decides to 
commit to a cohesive, uniform style of 
play on both sides of the ball, the results 
will start to look a lot sharper.

Carson Roccaforte’s brilliance 
not enough for Cajun consistency

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Carter Domingue warms up as the Louisiana Ragin Cajuns take on Georgia Southern at 
the Cajundome Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Carson Roccaforte (22) as the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns take on Houston at Russo Park on Sunday, March 13.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns softball 
team has blessed their fans with another 
remarkable two weeks of play across two 
conference series against the University 
of Texas at Arlington Mavericks, the 
Texas State Bobcats, and a midweek 
matchup with the Texas Longhorns.

The UTA series opened at home 
on Friday, March 25 to a recorded 
attendance of 1,854 fans, its largest 
audience for a conference matchup so 
far this season. The Mavericks came into 
the series with an 11–11 overall record 
and a 3–3 record in conference games.

The Cajuns would leave no doubt as 
to who was the superior team, run-
ruling every game in the series and twice 
shutting the Mavericks out completely. 
As UTA’s bullpen struggled to contain 
the immense pressure of the Cajuns 
offense, Sam Landry, Meghan Schorman 
and Kandra Lamb made their case for 
the best pitching trio in the Sun Belt 
Conference as they combined for five 
hits, one earned run and 23 strikeouts 
over 16 innings pitched.

Of specific importance was Saturday’s 
10–0 effort, as the unnecessary loss 
against Georgia Southern the week prior 
was surely made a point of emphasis all 
week.

The only thing a Cajuns fan could 
possibly complain about was the 
notable lack of home runs in the series 
given the scoring margin. Shortstop 
Melissa Mayeaux and first base Stormy 
Kotzelnick would put up the only such 
hits in the entire series.

Next, the Cajuns would face Texas 
in Austin on Wednesday, March 30. 
A 26–9–1 record, including two wins 
against the Cajuns earlier that month, 
surely had the Longhorns feeling 
confident, especially after d1softball.com 
ranked them the 15th-best program in 
the nation that Monday.

The Texans would open scoring, 
winning multiple full-count at-bats and 
forcing errors in the process of putting 
up four runs in the first two innings 

while holding the Cajuns scoreless. 
Fortunes changed in the third after 
two fielding errors on the Texans’ 
part, topped off by a clutch homer 
from sophomore second base Jourdyn 
Campbell to tie the game at 4–4.

Both defenses would find their 
rhythm and keep the scoring at bay for 
another four innings, until Campbell’s 
and catcher Sophie Piskos’ runs were 
batted in by a gutsy two-strike swing 
from Mayeaux to take the lead in extra 
innings. The Longhorns would put up 
one more unearned run, but would 
ultimately fall short, 6–5.

Then, to start April, the Cajuns would 
head further west to San Marcos to face 
an 18–13 Texas State team that was fresh 
off a sweep of Coastal Carolina the prior 
week. Friday’s game would end up as a 
Cajun’s win by the thinnest of margins, 
as a solo Kotzelnick homer off of a full 
count in the fourth inning would be 
the only run scored the entire game, 
1–0. The game was tightly contested the 
entire way and featured multiple missed 
opportunities for the Bobcats. Four 
different Texas State runners would be 
left stranded in scoring position.

With so little run support in this 
game, the Cajuns bullpen shone when 
it mattered most. Landry helped deliver 
a much-needed shutout, and Schorman 
would record her second save of the 
season by striking out five of the nine 
batters she faced.

Saturday featured a brutal 10–1 run-
rule victory for the Cajuns, featuring 
another two Mayeaux home runs, most 
notably an impressive inside-the-park 
variation in the fifth and final inning.

Sunday, the Cajuns would continue 
the trend of dropping weird games by 
losing the road trip sweep in a 4–5 error-
fest. Had it not been for two unearned 
runs scoring, junior DP Karly Heath’s 
two-run homer in the sixth would have 
likely been enough offense to seal the 
deal. Once these types of games become 
a thing of the past for the Cajuns, there 
won’t be a team left in the SBC that can 
beat them.

Cajuns softball goes 6–1, including two 
shutouts to finish March and start April

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

As spring camp rolls on for the 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns, the position 
battles continue to gain much 
recognition. With it being a new era for 
this program, there will be an incredible 
amount of change both offensively and 
defensively. 

Offensively, it’s no surprise the 
quarterback competition has been the 
talk of the town in Lafayette. As Levi 
Lewis transitions into the next phase 
of his playing career, preparing for the 
NFL Draft, the time has come for a new 
quarterback, but one gunslinger has 
been making significant strides in the 
right direction: Lance LeGendre. 

In a battle that features sophomore 
Chandler Fields, Ben Wooldridge and 
LeGendre, all three possess different 
dynamics, but LeGendre has really 
developed leading. Having time last 
season to sit on the scout team and learn 
this new system has done wonders for 
the Maryland transfer. 

“He is one of the most uniquely built 
physical specimens that I’ve ever seen,” 
offensive coordinator Tim Leger said. 

Getting the attention of this coaching 
staff was half the battle for LeGendre, 
who continues to try and win over the 
locker room as well. To earn the respect 
of his teammates, as he did as a high 
schooler, will put him in position to gain 
QB1 duties. 

Going at it each day against a 
poised, talented Fields can only make 
LeGendre get better as camp rolls on. 
Not to mention the arm talent of Fresno 
State transfer Wooldridge. This trio 
of quarterbacks have made it a great 
problem to have if you are Head Coach 

Michael Desmormeaux. 
Having a flurry of talent at the 

quarterback position is rare, but here we 
are. Now, the athleticism of LeGendre is 
a piece of the puzzle this coaching staff 
has enjoyed getting to watch throughout 
camp. Making plays with his feet and 
throwing on the run is what LeGendre 
does best, a part of his game that differs 
from the rest. 

“Lance is so athletic,” Leger said. 
“He could play safety here; he could 
play wide receiver here; he can play 
quarterback here.”

LeGendre’s time on the scout team 
has helped him coming into the 
spring semester. With many believing 
it was only a matter of time until he 
understood the system and saw success, 
it could all start coming full circle for the 
former four-star quarterback.

“So, there’s a lot in his brain,” Leger 
said. “We just have to try to reboot 
the whole thing and just start from 
scratch, but the talent is there. We just 
have to get the processing part and 
the understanding of what we’re really 
doing.”

As the quarterback competition heats 
up in the final week of camp, Cajun fans 
have much to look forward to ahead 
of Saturday’s spring game at Cajun 
Field. The development of LeGendre is 
something to monitor as this team suits 
up in front of Lafayette for the first time 
since December’s Sun Belt Conference 
Championship.

LeGendre development turning 
heads in Louisiana Spring Camp

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Follow us on 
social media! @TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Alexa Langeliers, 23, celebrates on second base after a hit on Feb. 12.

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Billy Napier runs in with his team as the Ragin Cajuns take on the University of Texas at Austin for their season opener on Sept. 4, 2021.
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Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette has decided to remove the 
campus’ most important building, the 
BeauSoleil solar home located near 
Fletcher Hall, which served as not 
only an example of sustainable, solar-
powered housing, but also as a gateway 
to the afterlife and a means to placate 
the ghosts of students that haunt the 
outskirts of Fletcher.

Many of the art majors that live 
in Fletcher against their will have 
since complained about the freak, 
supernatural occurrences in the area 
following the removal of the solar 
home.

“I was in the animation studio and 
I heard someone just banging on the 
door. I thought I heard a cry that 
sounded like ‘Please let me in I need to 
redo like 30 frames before tomorrow 
please I beg of you,” said Jason Arto, 
a junior majoring in animation. “But 
when I opened the door, there was no 
one there.”

“Yeah, I mean, I thought that house 

was kinda ugly because it was just sorta 
rotting there,” said Christina Christie, a 
senior majoring in architecture. “Now 
that the ghosts it kept trapped beneath 
its surface have started to emerge, I 
kinda miss it. The other day I saw a 
spectral form staring judgingly at my 
work.”

The College of Supernatural 
Defenses, located on the secret negative 
fifth floor of Griffin, has sent its best 
students to investigate and attempt 
to deal with the matter. They’ve been 
conducting top-secret excursions to the 
site of the former solar home to try to 
commune with the spirits that lurk in 
the area.

“It’s all very dangerous stuff. Just 
one wrong move and you could 
lose yourself, just as these former 
students lost themselves,” shared 
Daniel Fanman, dean of the College 
of Supernatural Defences. ”They want 
you to suffer with them, just as they 
suffered in life. We lost one of our own 
just yesterday, he’s been trapped in a 
sort of phantasmic purgatory where 
he has to draw the same chair for all 
eternity. Only a select group of expert 

students are joining us for these trips. 
No, you can’t come. Are you—are you 
trying to bribe me? No, I’m not going 
to… oh, ohhh… okay, I guess you can 
tag along.”

Following a series of perfectly legal 
negotiations, this Vermilion reporter 
tagged along on one of the college’s 
seance attempts. Students from the 
college lit a Fleur-de-lis of candles 
where the solar home once stood, and 
burned a straw effigy of Cayenne the 
Pepper as an offering to the spirits.

One such spirit, who asked to remain 
anonymous, took up the offer and sat 
(floated ominously) with us to discuss 
their issues.

“Yeah, I’ve been here ever since the 
workload in Fletcher literally killed 
me. I honestly didn’t mind it that 
much. It was a really nice home, in the 
beginning, I had basically everything I 
needed while leaving a minimal carbon 
footprint, which is just so important 
to me,” the spirit said. “But over time, 
things stopped working. Water, power, 
they even took away my stairs for some 
reason. I’d been sending my complaints 
to the Housing Office, but nobody ever 

came down. Actually, when I first saw 
the construction crew come in, I was 
excited that they might fix my pipes. 
Then they just destroyed everything.”

When asked about the possibility of 
peace, the spirit shrugged.

“I don’t know. I think we’re lost souls, 
forever tethered to this plane by our 
failure to get our degrees. And now that 
we’ve lost our home, we’re vengeful. We 
will never be calm, and students will 
just have to get used to that. This is just 
gonna be the new normal.”

The university is urging students to 
take proper precautions when near 
Fletcher.

“Please do not try to confront any 
transparent people you see. Do not 
enter rooms that you are pretty sure did 
not exist before. Refrain from wearing 
red in the area, as showing your Ragin’ 
Cajun spirit is likely to summon a 
Ragin’ Cajun spirit,” reads an email sent 
by the university.

A pop-up clinic has since opened 
up on campus, offering $100 to any 
students that come in and throw salt 
over their shoulders.

SATIRE

Campus sees rise in supernatural 
activity after solar home removal

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

 A sophomore slump is defined by 
Lexico.com as “(especially of an athlete or 
artist) a decline in performance following 
a successful debut.” 

Wallows’ sophomore effort, “Tell Me 
That It’s Over,” happily does not fall into 
this slump. The trio has come a long 
way since their debut album “Nothing 
Happens” in 2019. 

If “Nothing Happens” was about the 
formation of a romantic relationship and 
trying to grow from it. “Tell Me That It’s 
Over” explores the relationship after the 
honeymoon stage. 

Sonically “Tell Me That’s It’s Over” 
incorporates a wide array of instruments 
such as violins, brass, harmonicas(I was 
surprised by that one), guitars, drums 

and many more. 
“Hard to Believe” takes a nostalgic look 

back at the singer’s younger years and all 
the things that were left unsaid. But also 
accepts that the past is in the past. You 
can’t do anything about it now, “And I 
hope you’re happy with the things that 
you’ve got/And I’ll still remember all the 
bright parking lots.”

There is a hint of sarcasm in “I Don’t 
Want to Talk,” but also this honesty. Our 
vocalist does not want his partner to 
sugarcoat their relationship, repeating, 
“So could you tell me that’s over, tell me 
that it’s over.” He just wants that band-aid 
ripped off and just wants to know if they 
are still together or not.

“Tell Me That It’s Over” has a 
consistent sound that never waivers and 
is never monotonous. 

“At the End of the Day” shows a more 

vulnerable side to the album. The lyrics 
deal with wanting something to work, but 
wondering, can it? But even if it does not 
work, you hope that person has a good 
life. The singer does genuinely care about 
the person he is singing about. If you 
listen closely, “At the End of the Day” is 
kind of hopeful for the future no matter 
what happens. The bridge really drives 
this point across, “Please, just see/That 
you are not alone, you are not alone/I’ll 
never let you go unless you want me to.”

The first thing that came to mind when 
I first heard “Marvelous” is bouncy. It has 
this joyful quality to it that hides words 
that are dealing with trying to open up 
to someone and trying not to sabotage a 
good thing that is happening in your life, 
“I can’t get this done on my own/Build 
a wall to go crash into/I just want to do 
right by you.”

“Permanent Price” is just a 
straightforward love song. There is beauty 
in its simplicity. It is just two voices, 
an acoustic guitar and some drums. 
“Permanent Price” is a change of pace. All 
the songs I mentioned earlier deal with 
the uncertainty of romance. The song 
focus on finding your person and the 
beginning of making a life together. They 
can be themselves around each other. 
Even the title hints at this; what these two 
people have is permanent. “Cause I hope 
that we can feel the way we do now for all 
time.”

“Tell Me That It’s Over” shows a 
different side to Wallows. A more mature 
side ready to accept what life gives to 
them. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Recently, I was reading and studying 
the Book of Job from the Bible, as I felt a 
calling from God to do so. 

Job is a book that is particularly 
difficult to read for multiple reasons, but 
it helped me understand my relationship 
with Jesus and come to terms with both 
the death of my dad and the loss of Shina, 
my pug. 

For those who don’t know, Job was a 
very godly man who prayed to Him daily 
and had been blessed by God with riches, 
children and land. But Satan believes that 
Job will curse him if God takes away his 
protection, which He does. 

Job loses everything that he had been 
blessed with, including all of his children, 
which to the average person, seems like 
cruel and unusual punishment from God, 
but Job, amazingly, is just grateful that he 
has more than he was born with, a robe. 

“While he was still speaking, another 
also came and said, “Your sons and 
daughters were eating and drinking 
wine in their oldest brother’s house, 
and suddenly a great wind came from 
across the wilderness and struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell on the 
young people, and they are dead; and I 
alone have escaped to tell you!” Then Job 
arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; 
and he fell to the ground and worshiped” 
(Job 1:18-20). 

For me, this helped me through 
my grief because it finally made me 
understand that my dad and my Shina 
weren’t taken away to punish me, but just 
because their time on earth was over, and 
God was ready to take them back. 

As for my relationship with Jesus, after 
Satan is allowed to take Job’s health, the 
worst thing for him is that he feels like 
God is absent, and he begs for a mediator 
between himself and God. 

“If only there were someone to mediate 
between us,  someone to bring us 
together” (Job 9:33). 

This made me feel so grateful for Jesus 
because he is our mediator. Job did not 
have Him, and yet had such strong faith. 
Job was the first Book of the Bible written 
so Job didn’t even have that to confirm 
his faith in God, so how can I not, with 
all the resources at my fingertips. 

My point is that wisdom in the Bible 

can be found even in the weirdest of 
places because at first glance, Job isn’t a 
book about grief, and it even makes God 
look evil in places. 

Now I can’t say that I understood all of 
this when I first picked it up, in fact, the 
meaning was completely lost on me, but 
after listening to the sermons by David 
Guzik, a verse-by-verse pastor on the 
book, I felt a much deeper connection 
and understanding.

I am not saying that the book of Job is 
a good starting point for new Christians, 
Mark is where I started, but as someone 
who is dealing with grief and anger, I felt 
a pull to read that book. 

It wasn’t Job alone that helped me. I 
encourage anyone who has scars on their 
heart to reach out to God through prayer, 
and I promise you that he is watching 
over you and listening. 

Recovering from grief and anger 
through Book of Job and prayer

Alternative rock band, Wallows, changes 
sound in album “Tell Me That It’s Over”

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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The Bible laying open to the Book of Job on April 4.
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“Are you feeling burnt-out? If 
so, how much?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

 SOUNDING

OFF

Blake Leger
ACCOUNTING  JUNIOR

“Yes, between 
everything I have going 
on in life and school, 
I’m worn out.”

Jack Smith
CHEMISTRY  JUNIOR

“Both yes and no to 
feeling burnt out.”

Seth Benton
POLITICAL SCIENCE  ???

“I would not say I 
am burnt out but I 
am definitely tired 
and ready to break 
the routine of the 
semester.”

Hadley Trahan
FINANCE  JUNIOR

“Everyday all day, too 
much.”

Chika Boneze
MATHEMATICS  GRADUATE

“50/50 range. It comes 
in at some point and 
doesn’t at some point.”

Sarah Broussard
ENGLISH  SENIOR

“I’m feeling burnt out 
but only moderately. 
Not extremely but 
moderately.”
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