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Ukrainian student speaks on his
experience with Russian conflict
Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine
dragged into its second full month,
a student here at the University of
Louisiana at Lafayette came forward to
offer a unique, emotional perspective.
Daniil Katerynchuck’s dream was to
build his own jetpack, which inspired
him to travel to America and major in

Photo by Malik Jones / The Vermilion

Daniil Katerynchuck is the UL Lafayette’s
only Ukrainian-born student.

mechanical engineering at UL Lafayette.
He was born in Kyiv, Ukraine, and
decided to move to Lafayette in 2019 to
major in mechanical engineering.
Despite the conflict that’s taking place
in Ukraine, Katerynchuck described his
life back home as enjoyable and familyoriented.
“My childhood was full of happiness,
full of joy and love and support from
my parents. And I was the first child in
the family. My father is a lawyer, and my
mother is a journalist.”
Katerynchuck shared his hobbies as
well, which began with him taking up
swimming and then Taekwondo a few
years later.
“I practiced it for six years, and I got a
black belt there. And so, apart from like
physical or mental strength, Taekwondo
also gave me an opportunity to travel
around Ukraine, and I visited cities like
Leif, Harkey, Donetsk and Dnipro,”
Katerynchuck said.
He also talked about his connection
to Ukraine and the people he met in his
youth.
“During my high school, I also for like
a smaller rock band. And we used to
play there I picked up a guitar, you’re my
middle school and some of my friends

played drums other plays bass, bass
guitar so and also got friends from my
taekwondo classes. So I had this circle of
people that I know,” said Katerynchuck.
Even before the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Katerynchuck family was
involved in politcal activism within
Ukraine.
“For example, in 2006, my father
founded the European Party of
Ukraine, and it was a pretty big party
at that time, and even had seats in the
Ukrainian parliament. And this policy
was promoted through forums that
would increase the social standards of
life of Ukrainians, and to lift them to the
European level,” Katerynchuck said.
“So since my childhood, I was
involved in political life, and I often
discussed the latest news with my
parents. So that’s how my political use
has been, have been formed and I have
also been through two revolutions. And
the first one was in 2004, which is called
the Orange Revolution.”
As his own beliefs were forming, the
second revolution began.
“The second one was in 2014, and it
was called the Revolution of Dignity.
This is the main thing between these
two revolutions is the main difference

between Ukrainians and Russians
because when people don’t like the
government or they disagree with their
government, they want to protest,”
Katerynchuck said.
As Daniil was reminiscing about his
childhood, he also commented on the
current crisis that is happening back
home, and how it is affecting his family.
“And now it breaks my heart to see
that some of these cities are 50 or 75%
destroyed. So I gave myself a promise
that from every paycheck that I will
receive now, I will donate some portion
of the money to people that live in these
cities and of course cities in Kyiv so that
they can rebuild them and support their
families. So that’s the promise that I gave
to myself,” Katerynchuck said.
He is hoping to see his family who
have fled to Germany besides his father,
who stayed in Kyiv due to his age.
As all of this is happening,
Katerynchuck is trying to find an
internship along with a job that is related
to his major.
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more content

ACT scores to no longer be required in
university admission; holistic approach

Lena Foster
NEWS EDITOR

English course with longer time on
task instead of a shorter, not-for-credit
remedial course.”
The university plans to take away all
remedial classes by 2024. Although the
ACT will not be required, the university
will use the scores to determine the
needed resources and help students may
need.
All incoming freshmen will start at the
same level with classes such as English
and math; however, those students with
lower test scores or no test scores will
be subject to more support in those
classes. Although the university, like
other statewide schools, is choosing to
use student GPA as a more essential
factor in the admissions process, they’re
still trying to figure out the specific GPA
cut-off.
According to Bowie, the GPA
requirements are still intact until they
learn more about what modifications
might need to be made. He also
encourages students who aren’t
submitting ACT scores with their
applications to have a higher GPA to
help the school determine the level of
assistance they need coming in.
“What that GPA tells you is that that
student is going to work hard for you.
And that’s all you want from a student,”
Bowie said. “If they come to this
campus, and they’re really going to work

hard for you, they can be successful.”
Cheylon Woods, director of the Ernest
J. Gaines Center, shared how every year
since she started working at the campus
library, freshmen come in lacking
research skills.
According to Woods, standardized
testing and the preparation for it leads
students to miss those skills related to
finding databases, deciphering relevant
information for research assignments
and even writing research papers.
“To me, standardized testing, not just
ACT and SAT, but even standardized
testing for people to move up grades,
eroded a level of critical thinking that
is absolutely necessary for college
students,” Woods said.
With COVID-19 policies becoming
more relaxed, students are still taking
it upon themselves to take the ACT for
their own personal reasons.
Lunel LaRose is an incoming
freshman to UL Lafayette and took the
ACT twice, one time seven years ago in
high school and again recently. LaRose
shared how previously, he didn’t take the
test seriously and was trying to prove
a point by intentionally performing
horribly on the ACT.
However, this most recent time,
LaRose wanted to use the score to apply
for scholarships. He thought he was fully
prepared for the test, but after starting

the test, his confidence in getting a high
score went down.
“I got myself to be able to answer the
questions correctly, but I did not train
myself to pace myself timewise,” LaRose
said.
According to LaRose, he understood
why some students put so much pressure
on themselves or put so much effort into
the test, yet he doesn’t agree with this
feeling.
“I don’t believe that is a healthy thing
to have because it causes people to get
depressed when they know they didn’t
possibly do well,” LaRose said. “Or it
makes them worried or concerned and
makes them regret everything. Like I
was in my car in tears thinking about
just not going to UL at all.”
Schools nationwide are starting to
listen and take action as they start to
see the ACT as not a major determining
factor in students’ futures.
“I think things have shifted to a point
where we have made standardized
testing like the thing that makes or
breaks your career and it’s not,” Woods
said. “The ACT is not a meter of
someone’s worth as a student or as a
person.”

The University of Louisiana at
Lafayette intends to eliminate the ACT
standardized test requirement for
incoming students.
According to DeWayne Bowie, vice
president of enrollment management,
the Louisiana Board of Regents studied
and observed admissions for the past
two to three years to discover that the
ACT was not the ideal determinant of
academic achievement for freshmen.
“They’re saying standardized test
scores are not the single best predictor
for college success, particularly the
first semester,” Bowie said. “They were
finding that the overall high school GPA
is, which was surprising to a lot of folks.”
Due to COVID-19, schools started
taking a more holistic approach with
considering students for admission,
which included looking at more factors
besides the ACT due to the lack of test
results from most students.
According to Bowie, schools had
to find other ways of determining
where to place students for classes and
COVID-19 sparked those considerations
for alternative factors and the potential
removal of mandatory ACT scores in
student applications.
“I think what really got some of
us really looking more closely at it is
COVID,” Bowie said. “Because so many
kids could not take the test because it
wasn’t available.”
Instead of using ACT scores as a
mandatory element in the admissions
process, the university plans to recognize
it as an option for students and use it for
placement purposes.
Recently, the Louisiana Board of
Regents incorporated a new policy
in Louisiana public universities and
colleges to stop the usage of remedial
classes.
According to the board’s website:
“Under the new guidelines, college
students needing remediation will be
placed in for-credit or gateway math/
English courses while given additional
academic support, an approach known
as co-requisite. This will result in
students taking a for-credit math or

An ACT prep guide textbook, taken on March 27.
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SGA 2022-2023 Elections
held, results announced
Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The Student Government Association
held the 2022-2023 Spring Elections
to vote for president, vice president,
treasurer and senators at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette for the
following year.
Elections were held on April 6 and
April 7. Students were able to vote in the
election through their Engage account.
The election results are posted on the
UL Lafayette website. The newly elected
SGA Big Three are President Destiny
Broussard, Vice President Colby Hebert,
and Treasurer Jasmine Hebert. Students
voted on 50 seats for the president and
senators of each college at UL Lafayette,
though only 36 have been filled. The
number of senators correlates to the
number of students in the college they
represent.
Destiny Broussard is the UL Lafayette
Student Body president-elect. Broussard
is a child and family studies major who
is also minoring in criminal justice and
is currently the College of Liberal Arts
president.
“I represent the students by providing
a vision for the college, continuous
leadership, and direction for the
planning and operation of all aspects of
the college’s programs. Also, with the
continuous push of updated resources
for students to use at no charge,”
Broussard said.
Jasmine Hebert is a senior majoring
in business management who will be
sworn in as SGA treasurer for the 20222023 academic year. Hebert is currently
a senator for the College of Business.
“The Big Three consists of SGA
president, vice president and treasurer.
These three spearhead and oversee the
senate. They work on a multitude of
things throughout the year ranging all
the way from programming to funding.
They each have the opportunity to work
closely with many different offices and
departments around UL’s campus as well
as higher up administration,” Hebert
said.
Chief Elections Officer Troie Acker
informs students that if they have
a problem at their college or want
something to be changed, to contact the
college president or a senator who can
draft a resolution that can be voted on.
“It’s encouraged for people to get out
there and know their representatives,”
Acker said.
Acker explains that senators attend
meetings where they vote on resolutions
which are formal agreements that
advocate a change at a college or the
entire school. Senators meet every week
to vote on resolutions. An example
of a current resolution is Student Fee
Transparency.
According to the UL Lafayette
Website, “Self-assessed fees refer to
student fees that at one time were
brought before the student body for a
vote, and were passed. Because these
fees were previously put in place by
students, it is important that students
can also be certain how their fees are
being used.”
“If students are interested in getting

involved with SGA, they should start
with attending meetings. SGA meetings
are open for all students to attend. They
happen every Monday at 5 p.m. This will
give students an insight of what goes on
within SGA,“ Hebert said.
A graduating senior majoring in
psychology and minoring in chemistry,
Lauren Brooks is currently a College of
Liberal Arts senator. Brooks works to
advocate for the students at UL Lafayette
in SGA.
“SGA is an organization that serves
the student body by representing
students through a commitment to
ensure that they are in an environment
conducive for the pursuit of student
engagement, by ensuring opportunities
for leadership development and by
engaging in student driven initiatives
in order to enrich the quality of student
life,” Brooks said.
Students were asked if they voted or
not in the SGA elections.
Magei Russell, a junior majoring
in mathematics, tried to vote in the
election but encountered technical
difficulties..
“I heard about it and I think I tried to
vote. And it told me it wasn’t available,”
Russell said. “I either missed it or maybe
I was in the wrong college.”
Darionne Dew, a senior majoring in
general studies with a concentration in
business studies, did hear about SGA
elections and did not vote.
“I just wasn’t interested. Yeah. I didn’t
go in depth. I don’t really know anyone
other than the president, and that’s
Reed, and only met him twice,” Dew
said.
Doc Theriot, a freshman majoring in
computer science, said they didn’t vote
because they didn’t know the elections
were happening
“I wasn’t aware they were going on,”
Theriot said.
Freshmen elections occur every fall
semester. SGA gives four seats to firstyear students, who vote on a president
and three senators.
Students interested in running for
elections can fill out an application and
submit it to the Dean of Students Office.
The applications are due in January for
The Big Three, February for the senators,
and September for the freshmen.
“I was motivated to get involved with
SGA because I wanted to be an example
to my first year peers and show that it
is never too early to get involved on
campus. It seemed as though some
were a little hesitant to get involved so
early on in their college career. I was
determined to step up and be a voice for
my incoming class,” Hebert said.
SGA mainly communicates through
its Instagram page. Many of the students
running in the election used Instagram
to campaign for their position. Hebert
ran unopposed in this election, but has
used the Envision party ticket in past
elections.
“You can see some of what we did on
our Instagram page @envisionforsga,”
Hebert said.
As of April 11, the @envisionforsga
Instagram page has 149 followers while
the official Instagram page for the SGA,
@ulsga, has 1,481 followers.

Sydney Babin attends the SGA meeting on March 28.
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April. 9

• At 10:22 a.m., a catalytic converter valued at $1400 was reported stolen from a
red 2018 Mitsubishi Outlander parked at 110 E Lewis Street.

April. 8

• At 2:36 p.m., an individual reported their blue iPhone 13 Pro as stolen.
• At 5:34 p.m., someone called to report a male riding a bike at Mckinley Street
and making sexual comments toward her. Officers made contact with him and
warned him not to return to the UL Lafayette campus.
• At 5:40 p.m., a theft was reported at Lamson Park. $350 in $5 bills was
reported as stolen.

April. 4

• At 4:37 a.m., a suspicious person was found sleeping on the 5th floor of
Wharton Hall. The suspect was already registered into the ULPD system. He
refused to sign a misdemeanor summons and was transported and booked
into Lafayette Correctional Center.
• At 10:24 a.m., someone reported a suspected hazing within a campus
organization Fraternity Row. An investigation is ongoing.
• At 6:00 p.m., a traffic crash happened between a white 2014 Toyota Camry
and a tan 2012 Chevy Malibu happened at Oliver Parking Tower. No injuries
were reported.
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Editor-In-Chief Amelia Jennings says
goodbye in her final Vermilion issue

Amelia Jennings
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

I have worked at The Vermilion
since I was a freshman in 2019, and I
thought it was a club. And it kinda is,
but you get paid to write and edit, my
two favorite things.
But I have also thought about
quitting more times than I can count.
People are difficult and interviews can
suck, and some days, I hated what I
turned in and just knew somebody was
going to be disappointed.
They were often not, and I am fairly
certain that I was stuck in my own
head.
Somehow I became the Editor-inChief, and I still don’t think I deserve
it. I have learned how to be kinder with
people’s feelings, and for the most part,
learned how to keep my mouth from
saying whatever I wanted.
At least according to Cole, the
managing editor, my people skills have
improved.
I want people to come work
here because it’s such an amazing
tradition of keeping the university in
line since 1904, and ultimately, my
university experience would have been
ridiculously boring without it.
I have talked to the University
President, the Director of Housing and
the Provost. But I have also gone on
adventures around campus and beyond
in search of interviews.
One time I walked a mile and a half
for an interview with Americorps, but
it was worth it because they showed
me their first-hand work with Habitat
for Humanity and the house they were
working on building.
Another time, I got to meet a baby
alligator up close, and much later, I
talked to Theta Xi, and how they dealt
with a tree falling on their house.
Though sometimes working here
is a little bit difficult, as not everyone
at the university gets along with
The Vermilion staff. For example,

the Director of Housing called my
supervisor and asked why I did not like
her. If you’re reading this, Ms. Miller,
I don’t have anything against you,
but thank you for finally making the
housing website not suck.
I also learned that athletics is really
really picky about how they’re referred
to, regardless of the fact that they are a
part of UL Lafayette, not Louisiana as a
whole.
Here, I also formed personal
relationships and made friends that I
still talk to today that have graduated.
To those that will still be here when
I leave:
Lena — I love your genuine smile
every time you walk into the office and
your go-getter attitude. You write some
awesome stories as well. Thank you for
being a ray of sunshine in the office.
Adhamm — I have never known
someone to go after stories as hard
as you do at The Vermilion, and your
editing skills are excellent. If writing
becomes your profession, I want to
read every piece.
Isaac — I am so happy you joined
The Vermilion because you are so
interested in learning and doing every
single piece of it. Your sports writing
has just blossomed, and you are
excellent on the podcast.
Marie — I love reading about
your music interests every week, and
your editing skills have improved
tremendously. I can’t wait to keep
reading what you come up with, even
after I graduate, and I think you’ll do
great going into news.
Faith — Every week your writing
just gets better and better, and I am so
happy to have you on our team. I hope
you continue on next year, and I am
excited to see you start to tackle larger
stories.
Meg and Julia — You guys create
beautiful graphics, and I can’t wait to
see more after I graduate, keep up the
great work. I know that regardless of
who gets the Design Manager Position,

the paper will look excellent.
Andre— Thank you so much
for all the photography help and for
identifying people. I also want to thank
you for backing me up and being a
good friend to me.
Despite any and all difficulties that
come with working at a newspaper, I

will look back on my time here fondly.
Working here has improved both my
people skills and writing abilities,
though, with both, I know that I still
have a long way to go. It’s been a great
three years with you guys, keep up the
great work.

in mass communications with a
concentration in journalism this May.
My time at The Vermilion has been
a special time for me. Moving up
the ranks from a contributing sports
writer to playing a pivotal role in the
production of the overall paper as

sports editor has been a fun ride for me.
Over the course of the last few years,
I have seen a tremendous rise in the
athletics department of this university.
Whether it be Billy Napier coming
in and revamping the entire football
program or Bobby Marlin holding his
basketball program to an incredible
standard, I have seen this university
take change in their sports.
Having the chance to cover Napier
and this football program is a piece of
my journey I will forever be grateful
for. Bringing the Ragin’ Cajuns to an
AP ranking and winning a Sun Belt
Conference title along the way, the 2021
season is something I will never forget
both as a student as well as as a writer
for The Vermilion.
Napier changed the way this city
is looked at. A true trailblazer for
Louisiana football, he made my time at
The Vermilion that much better from a
work perspective.
But being able to cover these sporting
events was only half of what made my
experience with this paper so great. To
work hand in hand with such talented
writers made this “job” so worth it.
There’s a number of writers that I
had the pleasure of working with, but
none as incredible as my former sports
section partner in crime: Madelyn
Meyer.
She set the bar extremely high during
her time with The Vermilion, putting
me in position to become the sports
editor. Her work ethic is second to
none, which is ultimately what has
given her the blessing to continue her
academic career in grad school at USC.
(Go Trojans!)

Following in her footsteps pushed me
to want to become such a better writer.
Now being in the position that I am in,
it’s a result of this entire staff allowing
us to grow as journalists.
Another person I feel the need to
mention is Andre Broussard. With me
writing for both The Vermilion and the
L’Acadien Yearbook, working side by
side with Andre with the yearbook has
helped shape me as a writer as well.
Whether it was just hanging out in
the office or grinding it out on our
yearly issue, the relationship grown
with Andre allowed me to continue
sharpening my skill set. He works his
tail off, which made me want to do the
exact same.
My experience with The Vermilion
has been both rewarding and fulfilling.
I can’t thank Mr. Matthew Tarver
enough for giving me this opportunity.
Allowing me to act as the person I am
in the office and have us young, aspiring
journalists grow as people, Mr. Tarver is
the engine that keeps this unit going.
Mr. Tarver has played a pivotal role in
my growth as a journalist thanks to his
to-the-point demeanor and love for his
students. Shoutout to Mr. Tarver.
With this all being said, it’s a
bittersweet feeling to have my time in
Lafayette come to a close, but the work
has just begun. Thank you to Amelia
Jennings, Madelyn Meyer, Isaac Henry,
Lena Foster, among numerous others
who have helped make this paper
thrive.
This paper has shaped me into the
sports writer I have become and set the
standard for what I hope to accomplish in
this field of journalism.

Zachary Nagy, sports editor, reviews
his time on staff as he says goodbye

Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

With this issue being the final of the
semester, this marks the end of my
time at The Vermilion with such an
exceptional staff. I will be graduating

Follow us on
social media!

@TheVermilion

@thevermilion

@vermilionul
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Cajun Field naming rights bought by
Lourdes, renovations delayed to 2023
Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

New reports first released by the
Lafayette Daily Advertiser have revealed
that the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette’s planned renovations for
Cajun Field at Our Lady of Lourdes
Stadium, announced in June 2021, will
be delayed until the end of the 2022-23
football season.
A 33-page PDF released in 2013 by
the university titled Stadium Expansion
details the Cajun Field portion of an
“Athletics Facilities Master Plan.”
The abstract states: “Through the
interview process the coaching and
administrative staff expressed the need
for a state of the art football facility,
premium seating opportunities, and a
quality fan experience.”
Shortly thereafter, the south endzone
of Cajun Field was rebuilt, according to
the PDF.
“The eight story press box facility
will house all necessary operational
programmatic elements including a
kitchen, ticket office, media support,
loading dock, merchandizing, in
addition to a new student dining facility
and administration offices.”
The main reasons for this current
delay are issues of acquiring funds,
either by financing or fundraising,
which have subsequently pushed
back the design of the remaining
renovations.
“We know that we’re looking to
start the design phase in the nottoo-distant future. I think we’re right
around the corner from that. I know
we have university leaders working on
the financing component,” Louisiana
Athletic Director Bryan Maggard said in
an interview with The Daily Advertiser.
“And (the athletic department) is
heavily involved right in continued
fundraising and finalizing our strategies
to sell premium seats.”
“We’re hoping (starting the design
phase) helps keep us on track, but we
have seen escalation in pricing for
materials and labor,” Maggard said. “We
know there are factors out there that

weren’t there a couple, three, years ago.”
Maggard then said that these issues
have caused the delays in Cajun Field.
“To say that hasn’t had an impact
on our progress, I’d be remiss to say
that. But, at the same time, we’re doing
everything we can to continue to move
forward.”
A major step in fundraising for the
project has been Our Lady of Lourdes
Regional Medical Center obtaining
the naming rights for 15 years for a
reported $15 million, announced by the
university on June 15, 2021.
“This transformational gift from Our
Lady of Lourdes will play a pivotal role
in the future of our campus community
and Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics,” Maggard
said in an interview with UL Athletics.
“Our Lady of Lourdes is one of the
most vital organizations in Lafayette,
as well as across Acadiana, and we
are extremely grateful to join in this
partnership to create a first-class game
day experience for Cajun Nation and
our student-athletes.”
“The soonest any type of demolition
could happen would be after the 2022
season,” Maggard said, “but you do have
to have all of your financing in place
before you can start to tear anything
down.”
Maggard does believe that they have
the majority of the funds that they need,
but he is still unclear as to when they
will start the project.
“We’re way more than halfway (with
financing.) We just have to work out
any and all details with the lender and
finalize what we need still to qualify for
the line of credit, so to speak, that it will
take to get us going. So we’re not far.
But, at the same time, it’s hard to put a
definitive timeline on it,” he said.
“The second phase would be the club
and coaches’ offices (now,)” Maggard
said, “but (coach Matt Deggs’) priority
is the player development piece.”
The Vermilion reached out to UL
Lafayette’s Associate Director of
Athletics for Communication and
Strategy Josh Brunner for this story.
He did not respond to a request for
comment.

Cajun Field before the Sunbelt Championship on Dec. 3.
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Cajuns showcase talent during 2022
Pro Day, 27 NFL teams in attendance
Zachary Nagy
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns
held their annual Pro Day Monday
afternoon, with 27 NFL representatives,
as well as CFL and XFL scouts, in
attendance. The eight Cajuns looking to
showcase their talent in front of the top
evaluators did just that, really standing
out in the drills and tests that were held.
The eight Louisiana standouts
participating were: Levi Lewis; Percy
Butler; Max Mitchell; linebacker Ferrod
Gardner; Tayland Humphrey; linebacker
Chauncey Manac; wide receiver Jalen
Williams; and long snapper Bobby Hill.
Here’s a look at a few standouts and
their unofficial stats in one of the biggest
job interviews of their lives:
As the former Cajuns prepare for the
next phase of their playing careers, their
Pro Day showings are just the beginning
for what’s to come. Head Coach
Michael Desormeaux understands
having 27 NFL teams in attendance is
a tremendous feat, proving just how
talent-rich this Louisiana program is.
“I think it says that we’ve gotten really
good players that are worth coming
to see,” Desormeaux said. “This is a
National Football League, they’re going
to turn over every stone, they’re gonna
get every evaluation point that they
possibly can.”
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more content

Levi Lewis (QB)
Height:5’8.5
Weight: 187
Broad Jump: 8’7
3-Cone: 7.28
Shuttle:4.42
40-yard dash: 4.72
Percy Butler (Safety)
Height: 6’0.2
Weight: 194
Bench: 13
Vertical: 35
3-Cone: 6.90
40- yard dash: 4.38
Max Mitchell (OL)
Height: 6’6.0
Weight: 307
Bench: 21
40-yard dash: 5.22
Tayland Humphrey (DL)
Height: 6’0.45
Weight: 328
Bench: 20
Vertical: 26
Broad Jump: 8’1
3-Cone: 8.34
Shuttle: 5.12
40-yard dash: 5.44

Photo by Andre Broussard / The Vermilion

Levi Lewis runs with the ball during a game against Texas State on Oct. 30, 2021.
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How NOLA Pelicans’ roster construct
helped sweep Los Angeles’ Lakers
Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

As the NBA season draws to a close,
the Los Angeles Lakers have become
both the disappointment of the season
and the victim of other fanbases’
ridicule all over the country. The New
Orleans Pelicans, in contrast, find their
hopes still alive: as of Sunday afternoon,
the Pelicans stand at a 36–45 record
with a spot clinched in the play-in
tournament, while the Lakers have been
completely eliminated from contention
at 32–49.
Before the season started, these teams’
season projections were in complete
contrast to their current situations.
The Lakers chose to trim all the fat
off their roster by trading for former
league MVP Russell Westbrook in
exchange for Kyle Kuzma, Kentavius
Caldwell-Pope, and Montrezl Harrell,
all of whom played a role in the team’s
2019 championship run. They also
sought out veteran talent in the likes
of Carmelo Anthony and Trevor Ariza.
While many at the time questioned
these roster moves, pointing out the
relative lack of athleticism and defensive

prowess displayed by these incoming
players, the Lakers still maintained their
championship aspirations, and were
largely seen as the title favorites of the
Western Conference.
Meanwhile, Pelicans superstar Zion
Williamson suffered a fracture in
his right foot before the season even
began, requiring surgery and a much
longer-than-anticipated rehabilitation.
He has missed the entire season up to
this point, sparking much scrutiny and
criticism of the Pelicans’ front office,
medical staff, and Williamson himself.
The team would lose 14 of its first 16
games, hopelessly burying itself in the
bottom of the Western Conference’s
standings, or so fans thought.
The Lakers’ star forward Anthony
Davis went down multiple times with
injuries and ended up missing nearly
half the season, forcing a 37-yearold James into playing more minutes
per game than he had in eight years.
Westbrook had one of his worst
statistical seasons to date, and the other
veterans proved their doubters right,
posting a -3.1 net rating and a 113.1
defensive rating, an affront to the usual
consistency Frank Vogel-coached teams

have played with over the years.
The front office signed one ten-day
contract after another, trying to find a
diamond in the rough talented enough
to take some pressure off, with little
success. Even the one player that the
front office had decided to bank on
long-term, Talen Horton-Tucker, saw
a significant drop in efficiency despite
seeing similar time on the floor to last
year.
Crucial to the mid-season turnaround
was the acquisition of Portland veteran
shooting guard C.J. McCollum in
exchange for Josh Hart, three bench
prospects, one first-round and two
second-round picks. McCollum turned
out to be a perfect fit for the job, as
his impact and advanced metrics rose
markedly in his new point-hybrid,
higher-usage role. The rest of the team
has been firing on all cylinders as well,
sparking the meme ‘Pels stacked’ to
resound throughout New Orleans.
Herbert Jones and Jose Alvarado
would break out at just the right time,
providing a much-needed boost in
defense at the guard positions by way of
steals.
The centerpiece of all this was the

Pelicans’ actual play against the Lakers.
They swept the three contests, first with
a 28-point blowout in late February,
then two closer contests in March and
April, featuring huge scoring games
from the likes of McCollum, Brandon
Ingram, and Jonas Valancunas.
Another huge long-term implication
of this switch in fates dates back to
the Anthony Davis trade in 2019. In
securing the All-NBA talent, the Lakers
gave up Lonzo Ball, Josh Hart, Brandon
Ingram, and several first round picks,
including this year’s. As the pick is
unprotected, and the Lakers posted a
record 17 games below .500, according
to websites SBNation and ClutchPoints
report the Pelicans will likely have a
top-eight overall pick this upcoming
draft.
So, by going all-in on brandname players and sidelining player
development, the Lakers had a fall from
the top as predictable as a Hollywood
blockbuster. The Pelicans, despite their
comparatively tiny market, won out by
putting all their effort and resources
into scouting and developing the right
draft prospects and existing talent for
the right roles.

Graphic by Issac Henry
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Congress struggling to pass bill to
stop throwing people out of windows
Adhamm Safford
ALLONS EDITOR

SATIRE - A bill to end the centurieslong tradition of congressmen throwing
someone out of a window twice a year,
titled the De-defenestration Act, is
currently stuck stagnating in the House
of Representatives.
Since the establishment of America’s
legislative branch, every year in
the spring and fall, a member of
Congress is chosen to take someone
off the streets and throw them out of
a window, typically one at least three
stories high.
The practice tends to draw great
controversy around Window Throwing
Time, though it’s soon forgotten the
week after.
“I really don’t understand why they
do it. They dragged me kicking and
screaming up the steps of the capitol,
and when I asked why they were doing
this, they said it was for the farmers or
something,” said William McCorny,
who was thrown out of a window
by congressmen twice. “My injuries
weren’t covered by my health insurance
either. And when the hospital found
out I couldn’t pay, they threw me out of
a window too.”
After unanimously passing in the
Senate, debate has been raging in the
House over whether to pass the Dedefenestration Act, with people on both
sides of the aisle going back and forth.
“This barberism has been going
on for too long. Why did we start
throwing people out of windows in
the first place? And with how high
glass prices are, it costs far too much
to keep replacing these windows. This
is unsustainable,” said Representative
Madison Weatherton.
Others have challenged these and
similar claims.
“We really need to take the time to

think about this,” said Representative
Jason McKellen. “Ours is a rich
tradition started by our all-knowing,
all-powerful Founding Fathers. If we
can’t throw people out of windows,
what are we going to throw them out
of? No, I’m not being paid by Watto’s
Windows.”
“It’s a tough decision to make. I’m
going to need to check with my staff for
some empirical evidence. This is one we
really need to crunch the numbers on,”
said Representative Andy Blue.
“Think of the economy,” said
Representative Joe Smith, who did not
elaborate.
During the congressional hearings in
the House over the De-defenestration
Act, one congressman took a stand
against the bill by throwing himself out
of a window.

“I’m throwing myself out of a
window to show just how important
this is to me,” said Representative
Richard Nates. “I’m definitely not doing
it because I’m about to be caught in a
horrible corruption scandal and I need
to do something dramatic to divert
attention from it.”
Several American businesses have
also weighed in. Their opinions don’t
really have anything to do with this and
shouldn’t be covered, but they’re paying
me to do so.
“It’s sad. It’s sad that America
seems to have forgotten its roots. This
country was founded on the practice of
throwing people out of windows, and
we need to keep this sacred practice
alive,” said a company representative
for Watto’s Windows. “We’re starting a
new fund, the Re-defenestration Fund,

in protest of the bill being passed. For
the rest of the year, if you or a loved
one throw someone out of a window,
give us a call and we’ll replace that
window at full price. Not a dollar more,
guaranteed.”
“We stand with whatever the
American people think is best. We
know they know best, and we stand
with that,” said a representative for
Pepsi as he tried to subtly turn a Pepsi
can to show the logo to the camera.
“Can you stop moving the camera?
Please, I’m trying to — would you quit
it? Why do you keep moving it? This is
very unprofessional of you.”
Follow The Vermilion on Twitter
@TheVermilion for more content

Graphic by Julia McDow

Changing my tune: how my view on pop
music has evolved since middle school

Marie Ducote
ALLONS WRITER

In middle school, I discovered music
I really liked. It was very different
than what my parents introduced me
to. I would spend hours on Youtube
in my room, pressing on all the
recommended music videos. The
bands comprising the soundtrack of
my angst-filled years were as follows:

My Chemical Romance (especially
their second album, “Three Cheers
for Sweet Revenge”); Arctic Monkeys;
Cage the Elephant; Paramore; Panic!
at the Disco; Pierce the Veil; Green
Day; The Cure; and Gorillaz. I thought
I was so cool because I didn’t listen to
‘mainstream’ music that you would
hear on Top 40 radio. I was, in fact, not
cool (I can live with that).
As I got older, I started to broaden

my horizon musically. Now, at almost
20 years old, I cringe at the mindset
13-to-14-year-old me had. And even
though I still listen to most of the
bands I mentioned earlier (I am still
a devout listener of The Cure and
Gorillaz), I noticed that my Apple
Music Replay List for 2021 and the
ongoing one for 2022 have songs from
both Olivia Rodrigo and Taylor Swift.
I realize pop is not that bad. But then I

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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started to wonder why it got such a bad
name?
Like, why is this genre always talked
down upon when iconic musicians
such as The Beatles and David Bowie
are considered pop artists? Some of
my favorite albums by them have
been the ones that lean into their
pop sensibilities (if you would like
to know, my favorite Beatles’ album
is “Revolver,” and my top Bowie is
probably “Let’s Dance”; it changes all
the time honestly). These people helped
shape popular music and inspired
countless musicians for years to come.
I would argue that we are in an
exciting time for pop. Artists like
Lorde, Charli XCX, Billie Eilish and
many more have carved their own way
through music. The subgenres within
pop music are also wide; art-pop,
electropop, orchestral pop and dancepop, etc. People are missing out on a
world of possibilities because they do
not dig deeper and just take pop at face
value.
I’m now at the point in my life where
if I like a song, I can find meaning. I
really do not care what genre it is from.
But that is the beauty of music; it has
an array of meanings to lots of different
people. The point is to enjoy a song or
an album you like and connect with.
I will be the first to confess that there
is a lot of music I just can not get into
even though I have tried (an example
being country music in any form and
Radiohead). It is okay not to like all
music; everyone has a personal taste
and preference for what they want to
listen to. But every once in a while,
give different genres a listen; you never
know what you will find.

@vermilionul
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Cajun Candids

Lagniappe Day
Photos by Andre Broussard

Engineering Day
Photos by Malik Jones
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“What is the biggest highlight
for you this year?”
Doc Theriot

COMPUTER SCIENCE FRESHMAN

“Being a member of
the Pride of Acadiana.
It’s nice to be in this
community of people
with the same drive as
yourself.”
Tanner Bourgeois
INFORMATICS JUNIOR

“Changing my major.”

Hunter Cole

INFORMATICS SOPHOMORE

“Switching from
chemistry to
informatics and
learning a new
hobby, which is
skateboarding.”
Kaitlyn Johnson

CIVIL ENGINEERING SOPHOMORE

“First home football
game!”

Kylar Harrison

MATHEMATICS SENIOR

“The bookstore being
bought out.”

Holden Hebert

CIVIL ENGINEERING FRESHMAN

“The biggest highlight
was probably meeting a
lot of new people from
all over Louisiana.”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.
Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.
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