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Human trafficking scare from student
Cade Roland
NEWS WRITER

When a topic like human trafficking 
comes up, it’s difficult to believe it could 
happen to anybody in one’s personal 
life, but the problem continues to grow 
and affect the lives of young women 
every day. According to the Polaris 
Project website, 16,658 victims of human 
trafficking were identified in the U.S. in 
2020 alone. And this terrifying concept 
may prove to be closer to home than 
students of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette may think.

 DeJa J., a student at UL Lafayette, 
detailed her experience with a human 
trafficking scare on campus. Planning to 
leave for her early morning fitness class 
on Aug. 31, DeJa found a sticky note on 
the window of her car in the Heritage 
Apartments parking lot. This has been 
a common tactic to mark vehicles of 
young women as targets for trafficking. 

“I was about to leave, but my mind 
was going ‘Who put that there? Is 
somebody trying to get me? Is someone 
watching me?’” DeJa said.

DeJa proceeded to run back into her 
room after discovering the note, where 
she contacted the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette Police Department. 
However, despite her efforts to get to the 
bottom of this situation, ULPD has not 
followed up on the incident.

“I called ULPD and they came and 
scoped it out. They told me they were 
going to follow up with me but that 
never happened. So to this day, I don’t 
know if someone was messing with me 
like a joke, or if this was an attempt at 
trafficking,” DeJa said.

The incident has made getting into a 
daily routine difficult for DeJa, as she is 
now concerned for her safety on campus.

“I don’t want anything to happen, 
and for my parents’ sake I’m not going 

anymore.” DeJa said.
Though it may appear to be just a 

sticky note, DeJa expressed how she 
prefers to remain cautious as nobody 
should touch something unfamiliar to 
them, as there is no way to discern what 
may be on it.

DeJa commented on how ULPD 
responded to her call at first, expressing 
how she felt like she had to wait for 
assistance for a long period of time.

“When they had me go back down. It 
was daylight now. But still, that was the 
next time that I had went back outside 
after that event. So it’s funny because I 
felt like I was waiting a long minute for 
them to even get there,” DeJa said.

Lt Billy Abrams, the public 
Information officer of the ULPD, 
commented on some measures the 
university currently has to ensure safety 
on campus, especially during nighttime 
hours.

“We have our Guardian app, where 
there’s a lot of things that it can do. You 
can set a timer, and if you go from point 
A to point B, it has a quick call button. 
If you want to call University Police, we 
always tell everybody that our phone 
numbers are on the back of their ID,” 
Abrams said.

In response to the scare she 
experienced on campus, and the lack 
of response to it, DeJa relayed her 
difficulties with continuing to attend her 
fitness class, as she feels unsafe.

“It just sucks being a girl. I feel like I 
can’t go unless I’m with somebody or if 
it’s at a later time,” DeJa said.

 In light of this recent scare involving 
a UL Lafayette student, please be advised 
to remain safe when walking on campus 
alone, especially in night time or early 
morning hours.

For more information on staying 
safe around campus, please visit the 
university website.

Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Black Women’s Leadership 
Association at the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette is conducting 
their “Revamp Your Crown” donation 
drive, where students can donate hair 
products that the organization will 
deliver to the Faith House of Acadiana. 

The organization is accepting various 
hair products, including but not limited 
to: shampoos, hair creams, conditioners, 
bobby pins, ponytail holders, combs and 
picks. 

According to Jasmine Broussard, 
BWLA’s community service co-chair, the 
reason why it’s important to have this 
drive for the women at Faith House of 
Acadiana is one feeling that all women 
should have with their hair: confidence. 

“I feel like it’s good to be confident in 
yourself,” Broussard said. “So to be able 
to help someone else feel good about 
themselves and polish their crown and 
revamp their crown, I feel like that’s a 
very easy thing to do, and I’m so happy 
that we were able to come over with a 
drive like this.”

Based in Lafayette, Faith House of 
Acadiana provides those involved in 
domestic violence situations with a safe 
haven filled with essential resources 
to help them recover. BWLA has 
volunteered at Faith House of Acadiana 
before and were more motivated to 
work with them after a previous BWLA 
member came from Faith House of 
Acadiana to talk to the organization. 

“I think just because the lady that 
did come was part of our organization, 
we wanted to give back to them. We do 
know that there are plenty of people 
that are closer to us that we may not 
know are experiencing these things,” 
Broussard said. “And we also want to 
spread awareness about the Faith House 
of Acadiana.”

After students donate the products, 
BWLA plans to create gift baskets with 
the products and deliver them to Faith 
House of Acadiana. The executive board 

of BWLA will be making the baskets to 
bring to the place. 

BWLA has been working towards 
revamping their organization, hence 
the name of the donation drive. 
“Polishing Your Crown” is the theme 
of the organization this year and their 
upcoming BWLA week, so they found it 
fitting to create a drive that aligns with 
that, according to Broussard.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and students’ fears of coming out of 
their rooms and being around other 
people, BWLA experienced a decrease 
in meeting attendees. Therefore, BWLA 
chose to undergo a revamping for the 
organization.

“When COVID-19 happened, a lot 
of our members stopped coming to the 
meetings because of safety precautions,” 
Broussard said. “We didn’t have as many 
people, so we chose this year to revamp.”

All students are encouraged to donate 
to the drive. They can find the donation 
box in the BWLA cubicles, and for 
BWLA members, every two items they 
donate will get them one service hour. 

The donation drive started on Sept. 19 
and will be accessible until Oct. 2. On 
Oct. 3, the first day of BWLA week, the 
members will be delivering the baskets 
to Faith House of Acadiana. 

BWLA week consists of various events 
and activities for students to partake in 
with BWLA members. This year’s theme 
is “Polishing Your Crown”. 

“It’s a really good cause,” Broussard 
said. “And we really hope that we’re able 
to impact not only the students here but 
anyone in our Lafayette community by 
doing any of our events, so we encourage 
everyone to come and donate.”

BWLA hosts hair product donation 
drive for the Faith House of Acadiana

Photo provided by Deja J.

DeJa J.’s Instagram post after the incident. 

Photo provided by BWLA Instagram.

Donation drive flyer.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Sept. 24
• At 4:13 p.m., officers were dispatched in reference to a suspicious 
person at 1716 Johnston St. Three suspects were arrested. A report was 
generated.

Sept. 23
• At 7:48 p.m., officers responded in reference to an altercation that took 
place earlier in the evening at 601 E. Saint Mary St. The suspect had a 
prescription bottle with 29 blue Synthroid tablets. A suspect was booked 
into LPCC. A report was generated.

Sept. 22
• At 11:26 a.m., officers were dispatched to Cajun Field for a report of a 
burglary of a concession stand. A report was generated.

• At 1:21 p.m., UL Lafayette Transportation Service staff reported the theft 
of two yellow and black parking boots. The property was returned/
recovered. A report was generated.

• At 1:39 p.m., a student at W. Taft St. reported a case of online harassment. 
A report was generated.

• At 10:17 p.m., while patrolling, officers observed a male smoking what 
appeared to be marijuana on a balcony. The property involved was 4.1 
grams of a green leafy substance in a bag, a glass bowl with marijuana 
residue, a vape pen with THC cartridge attachment and two carts, a 
green grinder with marijuana residue, lighter and blue and yellow pipes.

• At 11:55 p.m., while investigating a previous incident, officers were 
informed of suspicious circumstances near E.A. Martin Hall. Officers 
searched the area, and a report was generated.

Sept. 21
• At 2:53 a.m., officers were advised of a suspicious person at 110 E. Lewis 
St. A misdemeanor summons was issued. A report was generated.

• At 9:41 a.m., officers were dispatched to a report of a simple burglary at 
the concession stand at Cajun Field. Items reported as stolen were cases 
of alcoholic beverages and cases of Coca-Cola products. A damaged 
double door and a damaged padlock were discovered.

Sept. 20
• At 10:03 p.m., officers responded to a disturbance in progress at 510 
Coliseum Rd. The area was cleared. A report was generated.

Sept. 19
• At 9:53 a.m., an officer was dispatched in reference to a reported theft of 
Apple AirPods. A report was generated. 

Sept. 18
• At 5:11 a.m., officers were dispatched to Agnes Edwards Hall in reference 
to an intoxicated person. Acadiana Ambulance evaluated the individual. 
A report was generated. 

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Thanks to a $50 million investment of 
state funds, the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s New Iberia Research Center 
(NIRC) is being upgraded to a level three 
biosafety lab, along with being expanded 
through the construction of the Iberia 
BioInnovation Accelerator. Both of these 
are expected to be completed within 
the next two years. Together, these will 
further the NIRC’s ability to research, test 
and manufacture potentially life-saving 
drugs.

The NIRC is the largest non-human 
primate research center in the nation, 
specializing primarily in the research 
of infectious diseases. In the past, it has 
supported attempts to develop vaccines 
for HIV and SIV, as well as preventing 
and curing infectious diseases like the flu, 
RSV, Zika and Ebola.

According to Christine Payton, the 
communication specialist for the Office 
of the Vice President for Research, 
Innovation and Economic Development, 
research at the NIRC involves both 
graduate and undergraduate students.

“As in every research center, students 
researching at NIRC get to work with 
world-famous researchers on many novel 
topics,” Payton said.

Perhaps most notably, the NIRC played 
a role in the development of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine against COVID-19. 
The primates in the NIRC were given the 
vaccine and observed for any side effects, 
such as pain, elevated temperatures and 
loss of appetite.       

During his 2022 State of the University 
speech, UL Lafayette President Joseph 
Savoie spoke on how the NIRC’s status as 
a level two biosafety lab slowed progress 
on the vaccine, and how that will be 
rectified by its upgrading to a level three 
biosafety lab.

“This life-saving measure was delayed 
because final testing for the vaccine could 
not occur at NIRC’s level two facility. 
Thanks to this investment and expansion, 
that will no longer be the case,” Savoie 
said.

Payton shared that in upgrading to 

a level three lab, the NIRC will begin 
meeting certain protocols from the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, such as those related to personal 
protective equipment and respirators, as 
well as expanding the building itself. She 
also spoke further on the benefits of the 
upgrade.

“Now, bio level three, they can handle 
infectious diseases and get to the 
marketplace quicker. And that means 
saving lives,” Payton said. “And that’s the 
global impact of that, that’s the mission 
of the research office or the research 
enterprise at UL: to solve real world 
problems through applied research. This 
is a perfect example of that public impact 
research.”

The other key part of the expansion 
is the BioInnovation Accelerator, which 
will allow the NIRC to not only do 
research, but to also begin manufacturing 
pharmaceuticals.

“It’s going to take that research to 
testing, to manufacturing, and then to 
the marketplace,” Payton said. “So the 
research and the data that’s collected 
at NIRC will go to the BioInnovation 
Accelerator and be manufactured in the 
accelerator.”

The BioInnovation Accelerator 
will be built next to the NIRC, and 
everything from the research stage to the 
manufacturing stage can happen on the 
same road.

“The research and the data will happen 
at NIRC, and then the manufacturing and 
the delivery to the market will happen 
just right down the road. And this is all 
happening right here on our campus 
in New Iberia. That’s pretty incredible,” 
Payton said.

Payton spoke on the economic and 
job-creating impact that these projects 
have on the area, the expectation of 
the creation of 550 new jobs and the 
momentousness of this moment in the 
history of the university.

“This is really a new economic sector, 
an economic driver for Iberia Parish,” 
Payton said. “This was huge, this was 
a historic announcement for sure not 
just for the university, but also for Iberia 
Parish.” 

New Iberia Research Center 
to receive major upgrades

Photo by Andre Broussard

Rendering of new Biosafety Level three building at the Research Center.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Cages with monkeys at the research facility in New Iberia.
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Jean Guidry
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Student loan debt can be a heavy 
burden for current and former college 
students as tuition costs continue to 
rise in the United States. College tuition 
for both four-year public and private 
institutions has nearly tripled since 1980, 
according to the U.S. Department of 
Education.

President Joe Biden’s executive order, 
announced on Aug. 24, will forgive up 
to $20,000 of student loan debt for Pell 
Grant and non-Pell Grant recipients 
earning less than $125,000 per year or 
$250,000 per year for married couples. 
People who fall under this criteria can 
take advantage of this policy and better 
their future to avoid feeling chained 
at the ankles to their debt. But some 
experts warn it shouldn’t be treated as a 
total get-out-of-debt-free card.

“This kind of ‘debt relief ’ can create 
a problem that is called a ‘moral 
hazard problem,’” Dr. Gary Wagner 

Ph.D., Board of Regents Support Fund 
(BORSF) Endowed Chair in Economics 
from the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Economics and Finance 
Department said.

A moral hazard problem occurs 
when people start to behave differently 
than they normally would because 
they believe they might be free of 
consequences. For example, if someone 
is pulled over for speeding and let off 
with only a warning, they’ll probably 
speed more often.

“People may now attend college 
and borrow more money with the 
expectation that, at some point in the 
future, it is going to be forgiven,” Wagner 
said. “It can now alter your behavior in a 
way that it wouldn’t have altered it if you 
expected that you were going to have to 
pay it back.”

Biden’s executive order may not 
lead to more forgiveness in the future. 
According to Wagner, it is possible the 
student loan forgiveness policy can be 
reversed in the future, and students may 

be faced with the inequity of graduating 
during a period where the current 
president chooses not to forgive student 
loans.

UL Lafayette’s Interim Chief Diversity 
Officer Kiwana McClung’s efforts in 
establishing diversity, inclusion and 
equity initiatives have been nationally 
recognized. During the university’s 
Eminent Faculty Awards, McClung 
received a Leadership Service Award 
from the UL Lafayette Foundation.

McClung says Biden’s plan may 
not make people feel incentivized to 
attend college, but it shows that the 
U.S. government has an interest in 
supporting people’s education.

“It ensures that we have a workforce 
that is able to handle the demands of 
our world and the people that we serve,” 
McClung said. “When it comes down 
to it, a lot of our essential professionals 
need a college degree.”

McClung can see why the government 
would want to provide forgiveness. She 
says that if we need more workers from 

a particular industry, such as doctors, 
nurses or lawyers, we need to make sure 
that they have affordable education.

“This does not solve all of your debt 
problems,” McClung said. “You’re still 
going to have debt, and I think that it 
is extremely important for students to 
be financially literate, understand what 
their goals are, understand the financial 
obligations of those goals and have a 
plan in place.”

Both McClung and Wagner agree, 
it is important that students and 
graduates take advantage of the relief 
and the opportunity they’ve been given. 
People can put the money that has been 
forgiven towards financial literacy, career 
resources, living arrangements and 
everyday necessities.

Current and former students are 
already putting their plan in place.

The $10,000 in student loan 
forgiveness can not only make a huge 
impact on people’s day-to-day lives, 
but it can increase earning potential for 
people who need essentials for day-to-
day work life.

“I might not have to use my mom’s car 
anymore,” Sarah Comeaux said, a 2021 
Nursing Graduate from UL Lafayette. 
“I can actually start looking at more 
options for buying a new car.”

Students looking to further their 
education may have a few more options 
to consider. This plan will give some 
students the ability to pursue a master’s 
degree, doctoral degree, certification 
program, and other graduate programs 
to improve their career path.

“It’s a pretty big deal for me, you 
know,” Trent Billeaud said, a marketing 
major in his senior year at UL Lafayette. 
“I was planning on getting an MBA 
degree after I graduate and, now that I 
don’t have to pay back as much, I can 
probably look at programs like Tulane or 
LSU or Texas A&M.”

Additional organizations that can help 
people manage student loan debt are the 
Education Department’s Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program, the NURSE 
Corps Loan Repayment Program and 
the National Guard’s Student Loan 
Repayment Program.

Making the most of Biden’s 
student loan forgiveness plan

Photo by Malik Jones

Students captured walking around campus. 

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette College of Arts and Fletcher 
Hall Gallery are having an in-person 
community art exhibition and online 
auction until Oct. 14. The 12” x 12” 
exhibition will consist of 70 12 by 12 
inch pieces of physical artwork done by 
UL Lafayette staff, faculty, alumni and 
artists from the greater Acadiana region.

The event will take place at the gallery 
in Fletcher Hall in room 207. It will be 
open Monday through Thursday from 9 
a.m to 4 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m to 
noon. On Oct. 13, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
the participating artists will be holding a 
closing reception. 

 This event is an opportunity for the 
participants to show their creativity  
“The exhibition provides a slice of 
creative community on campus and 
beyond. We have UL alumni, staff 
members, local artists, current UL 
students, along with accomplished 
faculty from the Department of Visual 
Arts, who are all participating in the 
exhibition,” Michael Eble, curator of 
Exhibitions, Events, and Engagement for 
the College of the Arts wrote.

The online auction will be held 
starting on Oct. 1, and ending on Oct. 
28; it can be found on the UL Lafayette 
Foundation website. All bids for any of 
the pieces being auctioned will start at 
$200.

Money raised from the auction and 
exhibition will help raise funds for the 
college’s SPARK Annual Fund. SPARK’s 
main goal is to fund student and college 
development which would help better 
the College of the Arts community. 
This fund helps support things such as 
student organizational efforts, grants for 
the original creative research, and the 
Dean’s Scholars program. 

“The motivation for the exhibition is 
to help raise funds for the College of the 
Arts Annual SPARK fund. The SPARK 

fund provides six $2500 scholarships to 
upperclassmen finishing their degrees in 
the arts this coming year, $1000 grants 
to student organizations within the 
College, along with additional research 
grants for original creative research,” 
Eble wrote.

There are many people who 
have received the SPARK Lifetime 
Achievement Award, an award that 

honors alumni and members of the 
community who have given their best 
efforts to help advance and better the 
arts in Louisiana and all around the 
country. 

These include examples like Jim 
Garland AIA, founder of Fluidity Design 
Consultants and an award-winning 
architect who graduated from UL 
Lafayette, and Nick Spitzer a host and 

producer of the NPR radio program and 
an anthropology and American studies 
professor at Tulane University. 

There are also people like Keith 
Sonnier, an internationally acclaimed 
video, performance, and light artist, and 
Joe Stewart, a TV and theatrical designer 
known for productions such as the 
American Music Awards, Miss Universe, 
the Emmys, the ESPY Awards and more.

The Annual SPARK Fundraiser for 
UL Lafayette’s College of the Arts

Photo by Malik Jones

Fletcher Hall, location of the SPARK exhibit.
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Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

On campus, COVID-19 made an early 
resurgence, while the monkeypox virus 
maintains a low-priority threat status.

Early in the semester, COVID-19 
cases soared, but have now seemingly 
declined. Since Aug. 21, the university 
saw 238 positive COVID-19 tests. The 
new strains reached their peak in the 
week of Sept. 4, with 72 total positive 
results. The weeks before and after saw 
lower numbers with 61 and 48 total 
positives, respectively. The latest full 
week, Sept. 18, saw the lowest numbers, 
with 18 total positives.

According to Dr. Chris Hayes, M.D., 
director and physician at the Office of 
Student Health Services, the new strains 
are less symptomatic, so they spread 
more quickly.

“The new strains seem to be more 
contagious but less virulent, so they’re 
easier to spread but less likely to kill 
you,” Hayes said.

 Hayes compared the spread of 
COVID-19 to that of influenzas or 
Streptococcus in how long it affects 
campus.

 “How long do you think flu will 
be a problem? How long do you think 
Strep is gonna be a problem? Since it’s 
a contagious illness, it’s probably going 
to be around for a long time. Eventually, 
we are gonna be less paranoid hopefully 
as the strains get less and less virulent 
and it’s gonna be more like, oh you have 
the Flu, then stay home from classes a 
couple of days. It will join our repertoire 
of commonly transmitted illnesses,” 
Hayes said.

According to Hayes, Pfizer and 
Moderna both released similar 
COVID-19 booster shots.

“There is a new bivalent vaccination 
that is meant to be a booster to the 
primary vaccine series that specifically 
has the strains that are circulating right 
now,” Hayes said, “Pfizer and Moderna 
both have released a booster. They are 
the same class of vaccination and they 
are pretty much interchangeable. You 
can mix and match between the two of 
them without much trouble.”

Hayes compared this booster to the 
annual flu vaccine which contains the 

various strains of flu going around that 
season.

The university and Hayes both 
recommend students with respiratory 
symptoms, no matter how minor, to 
wear a mask.

 “We are closer to herd immunity, 
which is good, but the strains may 
mutate and turn more virulent again. 
If you wake up in the morning and you 
have a runny nose and have a cough, 
ideally you should be going to the doctor 
and getting checked. But if you choose 
not to do that, at the very least, be nice 
to the people around you and put a mask 
on until your symptoms go away,” Hayes 
said.

 The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends that individuals 
receive both the Influenza vaccine and 
the COVID-19 booster shot this season.

According to Hayes, the university 
doesn’t plan on opening a vaccination 
clinic or offering the booster shot on 
campus.

The monkeypox virus is less 
dangerous than smallpox, Hayes said, 
and the virus is rather limited in scope 
for people with standard immune 
systems. 

 “(It is) a relatively self-limited and 
minor illness. You can get little scars 
where the blisters were. The blisters 

don’t, if your immune system is normal, 
generally spread to the entire body the 
way smallpox used to. People used to die 
from smallpox, and if they didn’t, they 
would be horribly scarred,” Hayes said.

Because exposure requires prolonged 
skin-to-skin contact, and it has low 
transmission rates from respiratory 
expulsion, monkeypox numbers stay 
low, according to Hayes.

 Hayes explained the monkeypox 
vaccine, saying, “We’re using the same 
vaccine that we have been using for 
many years in the military to protect 
military personnel from weaponized 
smallpox. They are such closely related 
viruses, so the smallpox vaccine prevents 
monkeypox. In fact, the vaccine is 
effective in individuals up to a day after 
exposure.”

According to Hayes, eligibility for 
the monkeypox vaccine was limited to 
those who had been confirmed exposed; 
however, the Lafayette Public Health 
office expanded this eligibility recently.

Hayes said multiple studies discovered 
that the smallpox vaccine is highly 
effective in much smaller quantities 
than previously used. In an attempt 
to minimize the risk of possible 
weaponized smallpox attacks on the 
general population due to a highly 
limited number of available doses, 

studies discovered that the vaccine is 
equally effective in as low as one-fifth of 
the standard vaccine dosage.

Hayes described universities as a 
“breeding ground” for the virus thanks 
to the sheer number of young people on 
campus.

 “Campus harbors a lot more young 
people who are in the experimental 
phase of their sexuality and may or may 
not be totally committed to having sex 
with one partner or gender,” Hayes said.

The university partnered with 
Lafayette Foundation Clinic (LFC) to 
provide a one-day opportunity to receive 
the monkeypox vaccine. The vaccine 
was limited to those considered at-risk 
for monkeypox exposure. According the 
LFC website, these at-risk individuals 
include members of the LGBTQ 
community who are sexually active with 
more than one partner, those with HIV, 
that are homeless, that utilize IV drips, 
that trade goods or services for sexual 
encounters, who maintain prolonged 
skin-to-skin contact in social situations, 
or those who work in an environment 
with increased sexual intimacy. 
Additionally, laboratory staff are eligible 
for the vaccine.

 Although the on-campus clinic 
operated for one day, LFC continues to 
offer the vaccine to anyone eligible.

COVID-19 cases spiked early, 
monkeypox numbers stay low

Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

Every football player who straps up for 
their first practice as a Ragin’ Cajun has 
one dream in mind: to be the best player 
that they can be. For some, the dream 
ends when they graduate. For others, 
they go on to play in Canada or in spring 
leagues. But there’s an upper echelon 
of players that do what is uncommon 
for a Sun Belt alumnus: to thrive in the 
best league in the world, the National 
Football League. For this ranking, I will 
be covering the best five Ragin’ Cajuns 
players of all time. 

The criteria is simple. I looked at the 
best players from all generations, even 
if they technically played for SLI, USL, 
or what have you. This week, I will be 
listing #5 all the way to #2. Next week, 
there will be a full article on the greatest 
Ragin’ Cajuns football player of all time.

#5: Charles Tillman
The man behind the “Peanut Punch,” 

Tillman played all four years as a 
Cajun from 1999-2002. While at the 
University, he was the master of forcing 
fumbles, using the aforementioned 
“Peanut Punch” to punch the ball out of 
opposing players’ hands. This translated 
to great success in the NFL, where he set 
the record for most forced fumbles in 
a game with four and most in a season 
with 10. The only reason I ranked him so 
low was his lack of postseason success, 
falling short of winning a Super Bowl. 
According to Sporting News, he is now 
an FBI agent. According to their source, 

“He has a badge and everything.” Good 
for him. 

#4: Ike Taylor
A Pittsburgh Steeler his entire 

career, Taylor played for the Cajuns 
for only two years due to his academic 
ineligibility. However, his senior year is 
where he made it count. “He recorded 
46 tackles, eight passes defensed, and 
two forced fumbles. In four games, he 
didn’t allow an opponent to catch a ball,” 
according to Wikipedia. This lack of 
experience led to Taylor being selected 
in the fourth round of the 2003 NFL 
Draft by the Pittsburgh Steelers. Mark 
Madden likened it to “[the Steelers’] 
worst draft pick ever”. But he proved that 
Mr. Madden was wrong by helping the 
Steelers win Super Bowls XL and XLIII. 
Needless to say, Ike Taylor was not the 
worst draft pick in Steelers’ history. Gabe 
Rivera, however…

#3: Brandon Stokley
When one thinks of Brandon Stokley, 

they think of the game between the 
Denver Broncos and Cincinnati Bengals 
where he caught a tipped pass and ran 
it in from 87 yards out. Gus Johnson’s 
call was the defining feature of that play, 
screaming into the CBS microphone,  
“Stokley! Down the sideline, can he 
catch him? Stokley! Wow!”

However as a Cajun, Stokley is 
arguably the best wideout the Cajuns 
ever had. “Stokley is the all-time UL 
Lafayette leader in passes caught at 
241, reception yardage at 3,702 and 
touchdown receptions with 25.” 

This is why the Baltimore Ravens 

selected him in the fourth round of the 
1999 NFL Draft. He played a big role 
in their Super Bowl XXXV victory, 
catching the first score of the game from 
Trent Dilfer en route to a 34-7 blowout 
of the New York Giants. 

He has the most rings of anyone on 
this list, but because he didn’t play in the 
other two championship games (XLI and 
XLVI) he unfortunately does not have 
the top spot. 

#2: Brian Mitchell
Despite being a college quarterback 

for the Cajuns, he was more skilled as a 
runner. He had 47 rushing touchdowns 
as a quarterback, then an NCAA 
record. Yet he was drafted by the 

then-Washington Redskins as a return 
specialist in 1990. The argument can be 
made that that was the best decision the 
Washington front office made in about 
30 years, as Mitchell became one of 
the best return men of all time, placing 
second on the all-time list in all-purpose 
yardage with 23,330 yards. The only 
person with more is Hall of Famer Jerry 
Rice. 

However, the only reason he is not 
number one is because there is one 
person who contributed more to their 
team, and that person will be revealed 
next week.

Ranking the top five greatest 
UL Ragin’ Cajuns’ football players

OPINION

Photo by Malik Jones

Pictures of football players in previous editions of L’Acadien Yearbook.

Sports

Graphic by Aidan Milford

COVID- 19 numbers since beginning of the semester sourced from UL Lafayette COVID-19 Dashboard
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Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Many Major League Baseball teams 
have had three Hall-of-Fame level talents 
on their roster at the same time. Players 
like Greg Maddox, Tom Glavine and 
John Smoltz of the 1990s Atlanta Braves 
or Derek Jeter, Mariano Rivera and 
Alex Rodriguez of the 2000s New York 
Yankees have left a major impression on 
fans and the game of baseball.

Few players have been as productive 
and as consistent over a longer period 
of time than pitcher Adam Wainwright, 
catcher Yadier Molina and infielder/
designated hitter Albert Pujols of the St. 
Louis Cardinals. The trio have been key 
pieces for the Cardinals organization for 
the better part of the last 20 years.

Wainwright, currently in his 17th 
season in MLB, and Molina, currently in 
his 19th season, have played their entire 
careers with the Cardinals. Pujols spent 
the first 11 seasons of his career with St. 
Louis before testing free agency in 2011. 
He returned to St. Louis before the 2022 
season after stints with the Los Angeles 
Angels and the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Molina and Wainwright took the 
field on Sept. 14 against the Milwaukee 
Brewers for what would be a historic 
moment for both players.

As Wainwright began to toss his 
warmups, everyone in attendance at 
Busch Stadium in St. Louis began to 
ascend from their seats, knowing that 
they were about to witness something 
extraordinary.

 The crowd grew silent as Brewers 
outfielder Christian Yelich stepped into 
the batter’s box, and Wainwright came 
set to throw the first pitch to Molina. 
Wainwright fired a strike at the top of 

the strike zone to mark the 325th time 
that he and Molina have started a game, 
the most starts by any battery in MLB 
history. 

The crowd broke out into applause 
after the historic accomplishment. 
Wainwright would go on to pitch five 
innings, allowing only one run and 
earning his eleventh win of the year. He 
would receive some help from his Hall-
of-Fame counterparts in the form of an 
RBI-double from Pujols and an RBI-
single from Molina.

 Nine days after Wainwright and 
Molina broke the record for most starts 
together, Pujols would create his own 
piece of history by having a resurgence 
in September.

The three-time National League MVP 
entered Dodger Stadium on Sept. 23 just 
two home runs shy of 700. Facing the 
team he played 85 games for in 2021 as 
a situational player, Pujols homered in 
the top of the 3rd and 4th innings of the 
game, giving the Cardinals a 5–0 lead 
and reaching a milestone that only three 
other players have ever achieved.

The trio collected several accolades 
over their tenures with the Cardinals. 

Pujols was named the 2001 National 
League Rookie of the Year and has 
been an All-Star 11 times in his career. 
Wainwright won two Gold Glove 
Awards in his career along with three 
All-Star selections. Molina received nine 
Gold Glove Awards and four Platinum 
Glove Awards in addition to his 10 All-
Star selections.

The Gold Glove Award honors the 
best defensive players at each position 
in both the National League and the 
American League, while the Platinum 
Glove Award goes to the best defender 
out of the Gold Glove winners in each 

league.
Wainwright also received the Roberto 

Clemente Award, which is considered to 
be one of the highest honors in baseball, 
in 2020 for his work in charity.

Perhaps the greatest accomplishment 
that the historic trio achieved together 
was in 2006 when the three helped the 
Cardinals win the World Series against 
the Detroit Tigers 4–1.

Pujols and Molina won their second 
World Series as players in 2011 after St. 
Louis defeated the Texas Rangers 4–3. 
Wainwright unfortunately missed all 
of 2011 due to Tommy John surgery 
and therefore wasn’t a part of the roster, 
although his teammates and fans viewed 
him as a vocal leader for the team that 
season.

Pujols, who debuted in 2001, and 
Molina, who debuted in 2004, have 

both stated that 2022 would be their 
last season in MLB and that they 
would retire. Wainwright has not yet 
commented on his status for 2023, 
although he spoke about wanting to 
spend more time with his family before 
the season started.

The Cardinals are currently in first 
place in the NL Central Division and are 
primed to make the playoffs this year. 
With Pujols, Wainwright and Molina all 
potentially departing after the season, 
the Cardinals will be one of the more 
interesting teams to watch the rest of the 
way as the trio attempts to make history 
one final time together.

Cardinals trio having a historic last flight

Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

For the fourth game of their 2022 
season, the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
took a short drive north of town to 
Malone Stadium on Saturday to meet 
the Louisiana-Monroe Warhawks. It’s 
a storied rivalry that wasn’t always as 
one-sided as it has been recently: the 
overall record is a fairly even 31–25 in 
favor of the Cajuns dating back to 1951. 
Since 2010, though, the record is a much 
less even 8–2, including a 70–20 blowout 
in 2020. Needless to say, the historical 
precedence, combined with last week’s 
embarrassment against Rice, warranted 
a mark on the schedule as a ‘must-win’ 
game for the Cajuns.

 The Warhawks’ 1–2 record coming 
into the matchup, though, was not a 
completely fair indication of the quality 
of the opponent; they had opened their 
season against Texas, and last week, 
they had played at Alabama. They had 

been completely dismantled by both 
teams, sure, but they were arguably 
not the worst team in the Sun Belt 
Conference thus far, and like the rest of 
the conference, have made significant 
upgrades and are likely on an upward 
trajectory this season.

 Everything went according to plan 
for the Cajuns following kickoff; the 
Warhawks drive got held up at the 
24-yard line, and the ensuing 41-yard 
field goal attempt was a miss wide. The 
Cajuns took over on offense, senior 
running back Chris Smith picked up a 
24-yard gain off of a swing pass from 
sophomore quarterback Chandler Fields, 
and Fields walked into the endzone on 
the game’s opening drive.

 After getting the ball back, excellent 
blocks at the second level by Warhawks 
sophomore left guard James Bruce and 
fifth-year tight end Zach Rasmussen, 
combined with hesitation from both 
Cajuns safeties, led to an astounding 75-
yard touchdown run by junior running 

back Andrew Henry to tie the game. 
The Cajuns would immediately answer 
on the next drive with a middle-of-the-
field catch-and-run opportunity for 
senior receiver Michael Jefferson. He 
would outmaneuver nearly the entire 
Warhawks secondary on his way to a 51-
yard touchdown run to retake the lead.

 A series of three-and-outs gave the 
Cajuns the ball near midfield, and the 
team would steadily work its way to the 
opposing 30-yard line as the first quarter 
came to an end. For the first play of 
the second quarter, freshman running 
back Dre’lyn Washington fumbled the 
football upon contact with Warhawks 
junior defensive end Anthony Campbell. 
The Cajuns defense would hold firm 
though, and after several punts, Cajuns 
sophomore safety Courtline Flowers 
would pick Warhawks sophomore 
quarterback Chandler Rogers off near 
midfield, which the Cajuns would turn 
into a field goal to extend their lead 
17–7.

 This would be the final points scored 
all game for the Cajuns. The last seven 
drives of the game would result in four 
punts, two turnovers on downs, and an 
interception. Everything that could go 
wrong did go wrong. Around the third 
quarter, Jefferson dropped a wide open 
deep ball for a game-sealing score. Then, 
Fields took the offense on a mammoth 
16-play, 66-yard drive to set up another 
great scoring opportunity at the 
Warhawks’ 6-yard line, which also ended 
up short of a touchdown due to a drop 
by Senior receiver John Stephens, jr. 
Then, a high snap on the field goal and 
a overthrow on the resulting improvised 
scramble attempt prevented the Cajuns 
from generating any points there.

 Another three-and-out would turn 
disastrous when the long snapper put 
the ball over senior punter Rhys Burns’ 
head, forcing him to fall on it to give the 
Warhawks the ball at the 8-yard line, 
from which they easily scored to cut the 
lead to 17–14.

 Meanwhile, the exhausted Cajuns 
defense had to deal with great halftime 

adjustments that they never quite 
countered the entire second half. The 
Warhawks had a solid run game and 
offensive line and basically used it to 
soak up the majority of the half.

 The play that finally put the 
Warhawks over the top was an amazing 
89-yard catch and run from fifth-year 
receiver Tyrone Howell that burned the 
Cajuns secondary badly and brought 
their offense to the one-yard line, from 
which they easily scored to make it 
a 17–21 ballgame. The Cajuns’ next 
drive ended with another drop off a 
25-yard flea-flicker attempt, followed 
by an interception by junior cornerback 
Car’lin Vigers. After using all three 
timeouts to force the Warhawks to 
punt, the Cajuns coaches called a 
head-scratcher of a one-minute drill 
that slowly checked its way down to the 
opposing 40-yard line before a Caleb 
Thomas sack ended the game.

 It’s a brutal loss, perhaps the worst 
in terms of embarrassment in years. 
The way forward in solving this team’s 
problems seems unclear. The dropped 
balls, bad snaps, and time wasted 
on motion are execution errors that 
will lose a team every game against 
competitive opponents. The game 
management and decisions made at the 
end of the game, like the questionable 
punt return and the minute of 
checkdowns, are coaching errors that 
will also contribute to losses against 
well-prepared opponents. The run 
blocking was porous: opponents were 
either a step ahead of the line, pushing 
the line back, or getting to the backfield 
uncontested on any given run play. The 
outcome was a pitiful 2.3 average yards 
per carry on 23 handoffs. 

Practice doesn’t seem to have 
addressed the ongoing issues, and with 
many more losses of this kind, the 
negative energy will inevitably reach the 
locker room. Several tough conference 
opponents lay ahead on the schedule, 
including next week’s homecoming game 
against the South Alabama Jaguars.

Cajuns football comes up 
short, fails to answer against ULM

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Follow us on 
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Photo by Andre Broussard

Dontae Fleming (17) gets taken down by a ULM player Saturday, Nov. 27, 2021.

Photo by Gary A. Vasquez, USA TODAY Sports 

Albert Pujols smiles as he rounds the bases after hitting his 700th home run.
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Nyria Mustful
ALLONS WRITER

As of late, I’ve been struggling with 
balancing school and my personal life. 
Everyone warned me that my freshman 
year was going to be hard, but I feel like 
the universe just chose to make mine 
extremely complicated. My biggest 
struggle has been maintaining and 
protecting my own peace.

 I’m an emotional individual, 
and I tend to love really hard, so it’s 
incredibly easy for me to get wrapped 
up in other people’s feelings and their 
life problems. Now I’m sure that 
everyone reading this is probably going 
to say things like “Just stop caring” or 
“Ignore them,” but I can’t. I’ve tried 
many detachment techniques, and they 
all seem to have failed. 

Recently, I’ve been involved with 
a pretty toxic person that’s relatively 
close to me all the time. They have been 
struggling with mental health issues, 
and since I’m the only person readily 
available to them, they depend on me 
for mental and emotional counseling. 
I love the person very much, however, 
these constant emotional and mental 
struggles have been dragging me down 
as well. There are times where I now 
wake up feeling drained, even though 
I had done nothing but go to class the 
day before. 

I’ve been skipping classes on what 
seems like a regular basis, and it’s just 
starting to worry me. As a freshman, 
I’m hyper aware that I have to set a 
routine and stay focused to ensure 
that my freshman year goes smoothly. 
However, being who I am, I feel like I’ve 

just absorbed all the person’s negative 
energy and I need to release it.

 At first, I thought about abandoning 
her and just leaving the relationship 
completely. I know it’s toxic to 
me, and I need to get away from 
it as soon as possible. However, 
almost instantaneously, I felt this 
overwhelming sense of guilt. I imagined 
myself to be this selfish person because 
I essentially wanted to abandon the 
person and the relationship that we had 
cultivated over the past year. 

I have been battling with what to do 
about the situation for the past couple 
of weeks, and I came to the solution 
that I should move out of the dorm 
we share and that we should go our 
separate ways. Everyone else in my life 
supported that decision, and it started 
to appear to be the right thing more 

than ever.
 Still, I ended up not feeling right all 

over again. Suddenly, I realized that in 
preparation to moving out, that I had 
already mastered detachment. I had 
been giving her space and I kept doing 
my thing. In the end, I realized that 
moving made me more uncomfortable 
than staying and that I could very well 
manage the situation without doing so. 

Things may definitely continue to be 
strenuous, however, I’m getting more 
involved on campus, and I won’t have 
to be around her all the time anymore. 
I’m honestly just glad that I now know 
how to detach in a healthy manner and 
that I handled this in the most mature 
way possible.

Balancing school life: prioritizing 
your own peace isn’t selfish, right?

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Allons

Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

In the 2022 Major League Baseball 
regular season, the New York Yankees 
have matched their fans’ high 
expectations and have finally emerged 
as one of the best teams in baseball. 
With 12 games remaining, the Yankees 
hold a 92–58 record, the best in the 
American League East division, and 
the second-best run differential in the 
majors behind only the Los Angeles 
Dodgers.

 Powering this +224 positive in 
scoring is an elite roster of amazing 
players, each with a perfectly-tuned 

skill set for the job; whether it’s 
Anthony Rizzo’s knack for getting on 
base, Isiah Kiner-Falefa’s next-man-up 
versatility, Josh Donaldson’s incredible 
pinch-running and base-stealing, 
Gerrit Cole’s reliable pitching, or 
Giancarlo Stanton’s power, the ups and 
downs of stars have tested this team 
and given them incredible game-to-
game resilience in this late stage of the 
season.

 Whether the team has been hot or 
slumping, though, right fielder Aaron 
Judge has been easily the best player 
in baseball. He leads the league in hits, 
runs scored, runs batted in, on-base 
percentage, slugging percentage and a 

slew of other advanced statistics. The 
most important of these categories, 
though, is his league-leading 60 home 
runs; it’s tied with Babe Ruth as the 
second-most in a season for both 
Yankee and AL history. It will take just 
two more for Judge to eclipse Roger 
Maris and enter into the history books 
as the new pinnacle of modern hitting.

 Judge got off to a great pace for the 
record early in the season. By early 
June, barely 50 games in, he had already 
notched 20 homers to lead the league, 
and he never looked back. Fans and 
media began to worry: what if the 
Yankees accrued such a lead in their 
division that they could afford to rest 

Judge? They had incentive to do just 
that. It was Judge’s contract year, and 
he had just turned down a seven-year, 
$213 million extension to test the open 
market or force the Yankees front office 
to make him one of the highest-paid 
players in the league. Fortunately for 
the fate of the record chase, the Yankees 
went on a losing streak after the All-
Star break. Injuries, poor offense and 
bad luck combined to ensure they 
fell from a 15-game lead all the way 
down to a tenuous five-game one. 
Since then they’ve righted the ship to a 
maintainable 8.5-game lead, mostly by 
giving Judge the green light to swing at 
will.

 The hype and spectacle of the record 
chase has been great for the league, of 
course. The shot that put Judge at 60 
garnered nearly half a million views 
on YouTube since it happened. The hit 
set the example and helped to pull the 
Yankees out of a four-run deficit in the 
bottom of the ninth inning against the 
Pittsburgh Pirates on Tuesday, Sept. 20. 
All the tension came to a head again 
on Thursday night, when Judge got a 
chance to walk the game off in Yankee 
Stadium. On a 2–2 count, he crushed a 
fastball high in the zone, and it looked 
like the record was as good as tied, 
but the ball came up a woeful four feet 
short of the wall and fell into the center 
fielder’s glove. Another chance on 
Saturday night came up short, marking 
his fourth game in a row without a 
home run.

In betting on himself, Judge set 
the stage for this campaign perfectly. 
Whether or not he closes the deal on 
an MVP award, the home run record, 
a record-setting contract, or even a 
Yankees championship by years’ end, 
the fans will always have the moments 
and memories that this 6-foot-7 Judge 
had them rising out of their seats for.

As MLB season closes, Aaron Judge 
makes his case for Yankees history

Photo by Jamie Squire Getty Images

Aaron Judge steps up to the plate against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Sept. 20
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Kaylin Ambrose  
ALLONS WRITER

Most of American literature lies in the 
shadow of the literary giants that have 
dominated the classroom for decades. 
While teachers are encouraged to teach 
works like “Huckleberry Finn,” “To Kill 
a Mockingbird,” “The Great Gatsby,” 
etc., they are not similarly encouraged 
to teach literature from non-white 
people, women or members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. One big example 
of this is the severe lack of literature 
that accurately depicts Black American 
history and is actually written by Black 
authors.

 Often in American lit, we encounter 
racial narratives written by White 
authors. These narratives attempt to 
cover topics related to racism, American 

slavery, liberation and “Black” life. 
Further, they analyze Black life only 
in reference to these issues and funny 
caricatures they can create. This can 
be harmful within a classroom setting 
because they lend impressionable 
students an inaccurate view of these 
issues and work to unknowingly (or 
knowingly) reinforce racial stereotypes.

All in all, if Black life is to be depicted 
at all, it should definitely be depicted 
by Black people who can do their 
experiences justice. While this may seem 
obvious, books like “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
and “To Kill a Mockingbird” remain 
pretty popular in classroom settings. 

 These novels are considered classics 
that have done unprecedented work for 
Black liberation. While this is largely 
false for a number of reasons I won’t 
go into, in relation to Black literature, 

it is a large disservice to Black people 
that some of the biggest names in Black 
American literature are written by White 
authors that capitalized on stories that 
weren’t necessarily theirs. If there was 
value to these stories, it’s hard to argue 
they are still valuable. If people want to 
argue that this literature was valuable 
because there weren’t popular racial 
narratives written by Black people at 
that time, it has so be acknowledged 
that we’ve surpassed the need for these 
narratives in the face of more accurate, 
current ones.

 Misinformation is one of many issues 
that result from a lack of representation 
in classroom literature. Another is how 
it impacts students long term. Whether 
you’re in a children’s classroom or a 
highschool one, not being able to see 
yourself in a protagonist and hero role, 

while your peers do, can have a long 
lasting effect on self-esteem. 

Seeing people that look like you in 
the media can be affirming for students 
and help them see where they fit in the 
world. According to a study done on 
“Representations of People of Color”, 
“racial and ethnic prejudices often 
make it difficult for children of color to 
develop positive feelings of competency 
and worth.” Much of how we see our 
world and our role in it is formed by the 
media at a young age so having inclusive 
books for young students is essential.

 Obviously, there is a call for a deeper 
understanding of Black history through 
literature here. Some great Black authors 
for this include Maya Angelou, Richard 
Wright and W.E.B Du Bois. These 
authors write about the Black American 
struggle.

 There are so many options when it 
comes to popularizing Black literature 
for students. I think it’s important to 
recognize that Black writing comes in all 
forms. This includes fantasy, romance, 
sci-fi, etc.. While there is a lack of racial 
narratives written by Black people taught 
in American literature, there’s also a 
lack of POC narratives that don’t center 
around the fact that they are people 
of color. Some great authors for this 
are Toni Adeyemi and Angie Thomas. 
Notably, Adeyemi writes fantasies that 
play with race and class dynamics in a 
fun, interesting way.

Ultimately, literary inclusion comes in 
many forms. But we can’t explore these 
forms if we continue to allow the same 
white, cishetero men to dominate the 
literary world. This demands a Percy 
Jackson for kids of color or Huckleberry 
Finn for young women. If we don’t 
start demanding literary spaces for 
marginalized groups, how can we expect 
them to feel they can have a place in the 
world?

The importance of teaching cultural 
and diverse literature in classrooms 

Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

The Cure is one of my favorite bands 
and has been since middle school. I 
get excited whenever they come on 
the radio or my shuffle, and I always 
start singing along. The album I credit 
for starting my obsessive listening 
to them is their eighth album, 1989’s 
“Disintegration.”

“Disintegration,” to me, is the 
defining album from the Cure. It is 
also a significant album within their 
discography. “Disintegration” goes back 
to the goth rock sound that became 
more frequent on their second album 
“Seventeen Seconds” (1980), third album 
“Faith” (1981) and their fourth album 
“Pornography” (1982). After that, the 
band would have a more pop-heavy 
sound with songs like “Just Like Heaven” 
(1987) becoming one of their most well 
known.

The opening track, “Plainsong,” has 
this drawn-out intro, something that 
you will hear repeated throughout the 
album. Lead singer Robert Smith’s vocals 
blend into the instrumental perfectly. 
His voice echoes, and in the first sign 
of Smith’s voice, he sings, “I think it’s 
dark and it looks like rain, you said.” 
“Plainsong” is not your traditional song; 
it contains two verses and a bridge at the 
end. But the song being untraditional is 
what makes it work. It shows that The 
Cure is not afraid to experiment even 
after eight albums. “Plainsong” sets the 
tone for what is to come in the album.

I will admit that “Pictures of You” is a 
song that took me a few listens to warm 
up to. What kept me coming back to the 
tune were the lyrics. The words deal with 
the longing for one’s lost love, and the 
only reminder you have of them are the 
pictures, “That I almost believe that the 
pictures are all I can feel.”

The Cure surprisingly has some very 
sweet love songs, which can be seen in 
the appropriately named “Lovesong.” 
For an album that can get quite dark at 
times, “Lovesong” is an excellent break 
from all of that. The song has a dream-
like quality, and there is this guitar 
solo towards the end that just makes 
“Lovesong” even more perfect. The 
surprisingly upbeat lyrics contain a more 
optimistic view of love that is not found 
often in this album: “Whenever I’m 
alone with you/You make me feel like I 
am home again.”

There is this spareness in early Cure 
albums, like there is always room for 

more in a song. But on “Disintegration”, 
that is not the case; the songs are 
orchestral and melodramatic at times. A 
great example of the grandiose quality of 
the songs can be heard in “Last Dance.” 
Smith’s voice is a crucial part of the 
album; being melodramatic, he sings 
with so much force you want more of it.

From the sudden shattering of glass 
at the beginning to the heavy drums, 
the self-titled track “Disintegration” is 
one of the most tragic songs. Smith’s 
voice as the song goes on gets more 
desperate and angrier. In eight minutes 
and 20 seconds, we are listening to a 

relationship disintegrate in real time.
 He spouts out sentences such as “But 

I never said I would stay to the end/I 
knew I would leave you with babies 
and everything” and “I leave you with 
photographs, pictures of trickery/
And stains on the carpet and stains 
on the memory.” I find it interesting 
how photographs come into play in 
this song and in “Pictures of You.” 
Where in “Disintegration,” the photos 
Smith speaks of sound almost like he is 
confessing his wrongs: when he sings 
“pictures of trickery” he knows it is his 
fault the relationship has ended, but in 

“Pictures of You” the photographs are 
the last tangible reminder of the deep 
love he had. Smith slowly fades away in 
the outro as he repeats, “How the end 
always is.” He knows the relationship is 
finally over.

“Disintegration” is an album filled 
with despair. Smith is letting every 
emotion out in his songwriting. There is 
a rawness to the lyrics. That’s why, even 
after 33 years, this album still connects 
with listeners: because it is not afraid to 
explore our darker emotions.

Finding the light and the dark
in The Cure’s ‘Disintegration’

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Conan Gray’s sophomore studio 
album ‘Superache’: my thoughts

Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

If you are a fan of horror like the vast 
majority of the population, there is a 
good chance that you might have seen 
“The Texas Chainsaw Massacre” (1974). It 
is a gory flick revolving around a group of 
friends who fall to their untimely demise 
at the hands of a family of murderous 
cannibals. It is a classic to most horror 
fans, deemed a staple of this movie genre. 

Despite its many sequels or 
reimaginings, nothing comes close to 
the genius of ‘X;’ it is a film that takes the 
concepts that make “The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre” so culturally significant and 
entertaining to watch, or at least in my 
opinion. It came from the mind of Ti 
West and was produced by A24. Oh, 
and spoiler warnings, by the way. These 
movies are definitely something that 
should be gone into blind.

 “X” takes the simple premise of 
slasher films and puts a whole new spin 
on it, giving a fresh coat of paint to a plot 
that can easily get stale over time. It is 
set in 1970s Texas, a perfect backdrop. It 
stars a cast of colorful characters chock-
full of personality, not just blank slates 
to be exploited for bloody death scenes. 
That is one factor that makes this movie 
different; it gives us reasons to care 
about these characters and root for their 
victories, even the ones we find more 
unpleasant than the rest. Heck, even the 
villains are unexpectedly sympathetic and 
complex, but we’ll get to that later.

 The main star of “X” is Maxine Minx, 
played by actress and model Mia Goth. 
She and her partner, Wayne (played by 
Martin Henderson), as well as the rest 
of this group of characters are on their 
way to an isolated farmhouse in order 
to create an adult film. Maxine has 
dreams of being a star and escaping her 
life, noting that she “hates being stared 
at” because of her ordinariness. This 
farmhouse is inhabited by an elderly 
couple, Pearl and Howard, both of whom 
are displeased by the group’s “deviancy” 

and their goals of creating an explicit 
movie. While most would assume this 
is because of the couple’s puritanical 
worldviews, it is actually because Pearl 
is jealous of Maxine. She has lost her 
youth, and is no longer appealing. This is 
a major theme; her husband rejects her 
because of his weak heart, and one of the 
younger members of the troupe rejects 
her due to her age, and figuring she is 
mentally unstable.

 This brings us to “Pearl,” an intensive 
character study into the titular character 
that was co-written by Mia Goth herself 
along with Ti West. It explores her life 

and how her story is parallel to Maxine’s. 
She, too, dreamed of being a star and 
escaping her oppressive life on the farm 
under the hard thumb of her mother, as 
well as being saddled with caring for her 
ill father. 

The thing that makes these two women 
different is that while Pearl failed and 
had to accept this, Maxine is no longer 
tied down to her old life and is able to 
move on to bigger, better things, even 
after the deaths of everyone else she had 
been on this trip with. It really makes 
the audience feel for Pearl now that we 
understand her backstory; all she ever 

wanted was to be loved, but things simply 
did not work out for her.

 Finally, onto “MaXXXine.” It has yet 
to be released, but with the pace that the 
other films have been given to us at, I do 
not expect we will have to wait for too 
long. The final installment in the trilogy 
will be focusing on Maxine after the 
events of “X,” set in the 1980s. Not much 
is known about it as of now, but I, for 
one, am incredibly excited to see what’s in 
store in this chapter of Maxine’s life. With 
all of that said, I absolutely implore you 
to check out this collection of wonderful 
films.

‘X’, ‘Pearl’ and ‘MaXXXine’: 
the brilliant, soon to be trilogy

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

There are very few artists that are able 
to catch my attention. Conan Gray just 
so happens to be one of those artists. 
Usually when I like an artist, I only 
really listen to the first album. For some 
reason, an artist’s music never really 
has a huge impact as their first album. 
Not saying that it is not possible for an 
artist to achieve this, but rarely does it 
happen. However, there is something that 
has to be said about Gray’s new album, 
“Superache.”

Besides SZA and Summer Walker, 
Conan Gray is the only artist right now 
that is able to capture me solely with 
his lyrics. This album takes us on a 
journey. He starts off the album with the 
song “Movies.” This song is basically an 
introduction on why Gray craves love so 

much; he idolizes the idea of love because 
he has never truly been in love. Like 
Gray, I think that it is safe to say that we 
all grew up watching romantic comedies. 
The leads were always in their own little 
bubble madly in love.

The next song changes to “People 
Watching.” As someone who has never 
been in love, I love seeing people I 
know insanely in love. Although, from 
an outsider it looks hilarious seeing 
people that are so closed off act like a 
full on extrovert when they are with 
their partner. In this song, he tackles the 
feeling of wanting what those couples he 
sees are experiences. 

As the album continues, he talks about 
how the only real love that he has ever 
experienced was platonic, and a part of 
him knows that his best friend and him 
will not always be together. He addresses 
the fear that we all have that life does 

happen. With him being so engulfed 
with the idea of love, he meets a guy that 
he will do anything for. On paper, this 
person is perfect. But, this person is only 
perfect because just like love, he fell in 
love with the idea of him. In reality, this 
person is showing him every reason why 
they should not be together.

He bonded with this person through 
trauma. From experience, anytime that 
you bond with someone through trauma, 
it is hard to share your accomplishments 
or good news with that person. It is even 
harder to hear that they are doing fine 
when you are breaking inside. You want 
to be happy for that person, but you 
know that in order for that to happen, 
you have to acknowledge that you guys 
are no longer in the same space that once 
connected you.  

When there’s nothing left to connect 
you to that person, all you have is 

memories to connect to them. I think 
when you have never experienced 
something, it is easy to obsess over the 
idea of it. He said that even if he could 
not have this guy the way that he wanted, 
he would settle for just being a footnote 
in life. 

In one part of the song “Yours,” Gray 
sings, “I can give you all you want, 
the stars and the sky, but still I am not 
enough.” You cannot force a person to 
love you back or correctly. Most people 
will love you the way that you love 
yourself. I think it says something when 
we are willing to sacrifice everything 
for someone and leave so little love for 
ourselves. It doesn’t just say that you have 
a good heart, but it says that if I don’t 
have their love then I am nothing. I am 
not complete. I am missing something, 
when we are already whole. But, I think 
Conan knew these things. In his mind, he 
probably thought at least he would still 
be a part of him in some way. Even if it is 
just a little part of him, he will take it. 

The last song on the album is called 
“The Exit.” When I reached this song, I 
thought he was going to take the steps to 
let this person go. As you have probably 
guessed, he didn’t. I am so glad that did 
not happen. Not because he won the guy 
back, but the fact that it was so relatable. 
I think we all have had a moment where 
we were stuck standing at the exit of 
letting a person go. You know that you 
should walk through the door, but 
there is something so powerful that is 
keeping you trapped in the doorway. The 
possibility that the person you love will 
change their mind and come back to you. 
To some people, this seems naive. 

However, that is the beauty of falling in 
love for the first time. You do not know 
everything. It is reckless and beautiful at 
the same time. Sometimes it can even be 
gut-wrenching. Especially, if you have to 
watch the person that you want so badly, 
move on so easily. He doesn’t end the 
album happy or healed, but aching. The 
album stands true to its name.

Graphic by Sarah Guidry
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What are comfort movies 
and why do I have multiple?
Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

According to the Oxford Dictionary, 
comfort is defined as “a pleasant feeling 
of being relaxed and free from pain.” 
Comfort is like a warm blanket by the 
fireplace after getting out of the cold; 
it soothes and makes you feel safe with 
that hot cocoa in your hands. Comfort is 
whatever soothing memory washes away 
all negative and intrusive emotions. 

This same definition of comfort can 
be applied to movies as well. We all have 
that one, or maybe even more than one, 
movie that no matter what is happening 
or whatever stressors are triggering at 
the moment, the minute you put on that 
special-healing movie of yours, nothing 
matters except the comforting emotions 
you feel when watching. It is like after 
watching the scariest movie of all time, 
you have to watch something to cleanse 
your soul like SpongeBob. 

SpongeBob is the perfect example of 
comfort. Whatever disturbing, anxiety-
inducing, horrific movie or show 
that showcased itself on the screen, 
SpongeBob is the answer for a restful 
night. Stephen Hillenburg knew what 
he was doing when making SpongeBob 
because not only would the target 
audience enjoy, but audiences beyond 
the target would enjoy as well.  If you 
think about it, even if you do not watch 
SpongeBob anymore, SpongeBob took 
the world by storm with its hilarious 
references and quotes. 

Now let us talk about why I have 
multiple comfort shows and movies, 
especially movies. I recently made a list, 
which has become an oddly satisfying 

occasional activity I do now, of my 
comfort movies and it is 15 and up. 
Sure, I could possibly go to therapy, but 
my comfort movies are on streaming 
services and are “free.99”. My movies 
consist of all of “The Lion King” movies, 
“Hoodwinked,” “Spirit: Stallion of the 
Cimarron,” “Brother Bear,” “The Last 
Unicorn” and more. 

Comfort does have its limits though. 
If your comfort show is “Euphoria” and 
your comfort movie is “The Fault in 
Our Stars,” I am sorry, but that is not 
comforting. I am not a judegmental 
person, and I am a believer that people 

should live the life they want to live, but 
you might actually need therapy. I have 
BetterHelp on speed dial.

As someone who has seen both, I have 
never cried or stressed out more in my 
entire life than watching that movie and 
show. Did you not watch episode five of 
season two of “Euphoria” when Zendaya 
cemented her second Emmy win? Did 
you not see Shailene Woodley and 
Ansel Elgort’s performance throughout 
“The Fault in Our Stars?” The actor 
and actresses mentioned made it their 
mission to not comfort because the topics 
discussed in the movie are indeed not 

comforting. 
Regardless of what is comfort to you, as 

long as you feel like the good ol’ days in 
the womb, all swaddled up and floating 
without a care, then no one can take that 
feeling away. Life can be like baseball: 
it can throw you curveballs, fastball, 
screwballs, and you definitely will get 
a strikeout, but after watching your 
comfort movie and reliving your first-
time experience with that movie, you will 
be able to hit a home run one after the 
other. 

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

A few years ago, I came to the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette for 
a summer dance camp. I got lost on 
campus with one of my dance coaches, 
and we stumbled across Cypress Lake. 
This was back in 2018, so there was no 
fence around the lake. 

Yes, there was a time where Cypress 
Lake did not have a fence. Very 
questionable decisions on behalf of the 
university, but you know, we all make 
mistakes when it comes to the safety of 
humans sometimes.

It got me thinking though, why has 
there never been an injury report? We 
have multiple wild alligators, who were 
not fenced in until recent years, out and 
about. This led me to a theory.

Animatronics. What do I mean? I 

mean exactly that, the alligators are 
animatronics. That can be the only reason 
as to why they have never bit anyone.

Not related to the fact that the 
alligators are all young, females, who 
don’t nest, so they don’t feel the predatory 
instinct to protect their territory. They are 
sort of like a sorority, with less hostility.

In this day and age animatronics are 
insanely realistic. The flying Spider-
Man at Disneyland’s Avengers Campus 
is an animatronic. He had the internet 
completely fooled, until he eventually 
malfunctioned and crashed into the 
buildings. The point is, you could be 
watching an animatronic in action and 
you wouldn’t even know it.

Alligators don’t really move much, 
so animatronics make perfect sense! 
Animatronics are also easy to manage. 
You wouldn’t realize the animatronic 
alligator was broken, because you would 
just assume the alligator was sunbathing.

A question you may have is, “why 
would we fake having alligators?” I 
too asked myself this once. Until I was 
enlightened, the CIA partnered with the 
university to see if students would fall for 
the animatronics. I did not fall for it.

I wanted to ask my fellow students 
how they felt on this matter. So, I stood 
in front of Cypress Lake with a sign that 
read “The CIA doesn’t want you to know 
what I know! COME TALK TO ME 
PLEASE.” I was not able to get a quote 
from anyone, just weird looks. I think my 
tin foil hat deterred them.

Nonetheless, I resorted to getting a 
quote from the actual alligators. I figured 
since I was talking about them, I should 
confront them. When asked for a quote, 
I was met with blank stares and rude 
silence. Again, very sorority-like.

The CIA must have heard me talking 
about the alligators being fake. Mainly 
because I yelled it really loud, but I didn’t 

expect them to hear me. I started stalking 
every move the alligators made, which 
were none since they don’t move.

Further proving my point that the 
alligators are fake, campus police became 
keenly aware of me. It may have been 
because I jumped in the lake to get a 
closer inspection of the animatronic 
alligators. Apparently, this was not 
allowed.

After getting escorted off the premises 
and issuing a public apology, I still 
wanted to fight for my cause. So, after 
sneaking back onto campus under a new 
identity, I started a group. This group 
consists of like minded individuals who 
also think the alligators are fake.

We resort to more peaceful means of 
protest now. We just sit near the lake and 
judge students who think the alligators 
are real. Stay vigilant out there, you never 
know who’s watching.

Graphic by Sarah Guidry
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“What’s your favorite 
movie and why?”

Lauren Broussard
COMPUTER ANIMATION  SOPHOMORE

“Vampire Academy.”

Ashley Williams
CHEMISTRY  SENIOR

“Doctor Strange and 
the Multiverse of 
Madness.”

Olivia Osenenko
SECONDARY EDUCATION SOPHOMORE

“Howl’s Moving 
Castle.”

Micaela Johnson
CIVIL ENGINEERING  SENIOR

“The Woman King; the director 
did an amazing job depicting 
historical and cultural facts 
of African history as well as 
depicting African women in a 
very beautiful, diverse manner.”

Anna Bouton
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“Pride and prejudice 
(the Kierra Knightly 
one) because I love 
period pieces and 
romance movies.”

Aaron Jones
CIVIL ENGINEERING  SENIOR

“Pursuit of Happiness. 
It’s very inspirational. 
That’s it man.”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Homecoming
window painting

Photos by Andre Broussard

Students painting windows for Homecoming on September 25th 2022.
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