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SMILE, YOU’RE ON CAMERA!

Security cameras on campus badly need an 
update, but a halt on manufacturing is slowing 
down the process.
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COMEBACK KIDS

Cajuns’ football extends their college-leading 
win streak to 15 games, this time with a four-and-
a-half ordeal of a game against Eastern Michigan.
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It’s that time! KRVS is having their yearly 
membership drive for all who want to support 
and get involved with Radio Acadie.
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A LOST ART

Discussing the many changes in popular rap, 
hip-hop and R&B over the last two decades, most 
notably the diminished use of the spoken word.
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Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Following an investigation into 
allegations of hazing, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette has suspended the 
Zeta Xi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc. 
for three years. This suspension comes 
soon after another fraternity, Pi Kappa 
Alpha, was also suspended for hazing.

Senior Communications Representative 
Eric Maron shared further details on the 
incident in a statement to The Vermilion.

“The reported incident occurred during 
the Spring 2022 semester. Allegations 
included sleep deprivation, paddling 
and Code of Conduct violations,” Maron 
wrote. “Because hazing violates both 
University policy and state law, the Office 
of Student Rights and Responsibilities and 
ULPD investigated the allegations. UL 
Lafayette has a zero-tolerance policy for 
hazing and takes allegations and incidents 
of hazing seriously. The University 
provides hazing prevention resources and 
training and encourages anyone to report 
suspected hazing by visiting this website.”

Dr. Gregory Zerangue, Senior Associate 
Dean of Students, shared in a written 
statement to The Vermilion that the 
university takes hazing seriously, and 
encouraged students to take the annual 
one-hour hazing training module that 
can be registered for at https://louisiana.
prevent.zone/. 

“We take Hazing very seriously and 
hold those in violation accountable, we are 
disappointed that the Zeta Xi chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

are in violation and will be suspended 
as an organization from campus for 3 
years,” Zerangue said. “We encourage all 
students and specifically those who are 
members of organizations to take the 
Annual Hazing Training.”

 Zerangue asked that students report 
any incidents of hazing to the appropriate 
office, or in any way they feel comfortable 
with.

“We encourage all students to report 
incidents of Hazing to the Dean of 
Students Office, the Office of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities, The office of 
Student Engagement and leadership or 
any other avenue they feel comfortable 
with, the most important thing is to 
report it and let the appropriate Office 
look into it, or visit the website https://
studentaffairs.louisiana.edu/anti-hazing to 

report we all share a responsibility to keep 
our students and campus safe!” Zerangue 
wrote.

Dr. Richard Travers, chapter advisor for 
Alpha Phi Alpha, declined to comment.

The Student Affairs Division’s section 
on the UL Lafayette website contains links 
to the university’s official hazing policy, 
hazing prevention resources, information 
about hazing allegations that have been 
made and a form to report hazing.

Louisiana has laws and penalties in 
place against hazing; a person who takes 
part in hazing that results in death, serious 
bodily injury or the victim’s blood alcohol 
level reaching at least .30 will face up to 
five years in prison and a fine of up to 
$10,000. 

Failure to give reasonable assistance 
to the victim if they suffer serious bodily 
harm can result in a fine of up to $1,000 
and one year in prison, increased to 
$2,500 and five years in prison if the 
injury results in death. In all other cases, 
the penalty is a fine of up to $1,000 and six 

months in prison.
Organizations themselves are required 

to report hazing; knowingly allowing 
hazing can result in a fine of up to 
$10,000, and the university is required 
to expel or suspend students that haze 
others. The information of those who 
report hazing is protected and kept 
confidential.

“The identifying information of 
students who report violations of the 
Student Code of Conduct is protected 
from public disclosure,” the UL Lafayette’s 
website reads.

This recent incident is part of a long-
prevalent hazing problem. Last year, 
Southern University and A&M College in 
Baton Rouge suspended their chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha after a hazing incident 
that resulted in two students being 
hospitalized. 

On Sept. 7, The Advocate reported that 
Louisiana State University’s Interfraternity 
Council warned of the Louisiana Alpha 
Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi forming a 

rogue off-campus fraternity after their 
suspension for hazing.

Hank Nuwer, a professor of journalism 
at Franklin College who has covered 
hazing since 1978, found that there were 
one or more deaths from hazing every 
year from 1959 to 2021. According to The 
Economist, the biggest cause of hazing 
deaths is alcohol poisoning.

44 states have laws against hazing, but 
there is currently no federal law against 
it. Legislation has been introduced in 
Congress, such as the END ALL Hazing 
Act and the REACH Act in 2021. These 
would require institutions of higher 
education that participate in federal 
student-aid programs to prepare and post 
biannual reports on hazing by student 
organizations, disclose hazing incidents in 
an annual security report and implement 
a comprehensive hazing-prevention 
program. As of writing, however, neither 
of these bills have passed into federal law.

Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity suspended 
due to reported hazing allegations

Photo by Malik Jones

Setup for a game of Beer Pong.

Cade Roland
NEWS WRITER

On International Overdose Awareness 
Day, which took place on Aug. 31, the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
sent out an announcement to students 

regarding the ongoing opioid crisis and 
how to remain safe and educated.

The announcement, which was 
emailed to students, included sections 
of resources such as a description of 
the policies in place and a Moodle 
course for overdose prevention, along 

with instructions on how to administer 
Narcan kits that are located in many 
locations around campus.

Narcan is a medication that is 
designed to reverse the effects of 
overdosing on opioids. In these Narcan 
kits around campus, a nose spray can be 
found which contains the medication 
naloxone. According to the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, “(Naloxone) binds to 
opioid receptors and can reverse and 
block the effects of other opioids, such as 
heroin, morphine, and oxycodone.” 

These kits are located in all residence 
halls, the Student Union, as well as many 
buildings on main campus and south 
campus. More information on Narcan 
kit locations around campus can be 
found in the email announcement and 
the Counseling and Testing section of 
UL Lafayette’s website under the School 
Leaders Involved in Drinking and Drug 
Education (SLIDDE) tab.

The Moodle course on opioid 
prevention and Narcan kit 
administration is available to all 
students. It contains instructions on 
how to apply the Narcan medication to 
someone overdosing on opioids. The 
Moodle page is part of UNIV 100 but is 
available to all students and employees.

University organizations and 
departments can request Narcan kits 
by filling out a request form on the UL 

Lafayette website. The staff members 
of the Counseling and Testing Center 
are also available to provide training 
to departments and offices on opioid 
education.

Among the many opioids contributing 
to the crisis, fentanyl is a synthetic 
opioid that is a common cause of 
overdosing. According to UL Lafayette’s 
SLIDDE, fentanyl is “approximately 100 
times more potent than morphine and 
50 times more potent than heroin. It is 
one of the most common drugs involved 
in most overdose deaths. It is often 
mixed into other drugs or pressed with 
Fentanyl in the creation of counterfeit 
pills.”

The Director of the Counseling and 
Testing Center Kristy Fusilier relayed 
her message to students on taking 
precautions against opioids.

“Be aware that it is in our area, and 
you never know what you’re getting 
with these counterfeit pills. So only take 
medication that is prescribed to you. 
Anything can be mixed with fentanyl, so 
your first experimentation can be your 
last,” Fusilier said.

For more information on UL 
Lafayette’s response to the opioid crisis, 
please visit the university website to 
view the Opioid Education, Training 
and Reporting Policy, as well as available 
locations and information on Narcan 
kits.

UL combats opioid crisis with campus resources
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Narcan Kit on standby for use.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Sept. 11
• At 12:21 p.m., an officer located graffiti on the Saucier Wellness Center 
sign/brick wall. A report was generated.

Sept. 10
• At 1:42 a.m., officers responded to an intoxicated student at 600 W Taft 
St. The individual was transported by Acadian Ambulance. A report was 
generated.

Sept. 9 
• At 7:31 a.m., officers were dispatched to Legacy Park Apartments in 
reference to a damaged door frame. A report was generated.

• At 6:51 p.m., officers responded to a possible domestic disturbance at 
620 Mckinley St. A misdemeanor summons was issued. A report was 
completed.

Sept. 7
• At 10:34 p.m., officers found three suspects in a vacant room at 520 
Mckinley St., smoking marijuana. A report was generated.

Sept. 6
• At 12:29 p.m., a Sodexo employee reported a burglary of the concession 
stand at Cajun Field. Items reported as stolen were a variety of beer, 20 
cases of Dasani water, various types of Coca-Cola brand soft drinks and a 
credit card reader by Clover. A report was generated. 

• 
Sept. 5

• At 3:13 a.m., officers responded to two subjects attempting to steal 
a bike at 110 Rex St. Subjects possessed opium, one container with a 
hypodermic needle, two lighters and folding bolt cutters. The subjects 
were arrested and a report was generated.

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s campus radio station KRVS 
is holding a 10-day membership drive. 
KRVS is an affiliate of National Public 
Radio (NPR) and is located in Burke-
Hawthorne Hall. The membership drive 
started Sept. 9 and will run until Sept. 
18.

KRVS offers listeners an opportunity 
to begin a membership with Radio 
Acadie for a small contribution starting 
as low as $5. New members have 
the option of making a one-time or 
monthly donation and will receive a 
complimentary thank-you gift. 

 KRVS is a noncommercial radio 
station that does not run ads during its 
regular program. Funding for the radio 
station is received through grants from 
agencies such as the Council for the 
Development of French in Louisiana and 
the Atchafalaya National Heritage Area.

According to Cheryl Devall, KRVS 
general manager, KRVS is a local radio 
station of the NPR network which 
encompasses hundreds of stations 
nationwide. NPR was started with the 
goal of providing educational material 
and, over the years, has evolved into 
what we know today. 

“Public radio started about a little 
over 50 years ago with stations like this 
one that were attached to universities 
or public libraries or school systems, 
you name it, and it had its roots in 
educational broadcasting,” Devall said. 

The radio station airs Cajun, Creole, 
blues and zydeco music. KRVS has over 
50 different programs including music, 
news, interviews and information on 
local events.

KRVS has over 40 hours of music 

broadcast during the week produced 
by local musicians. Devall described 
the variety of music programs the radio 
station has during the week, which 
includes over 40 hours a week of locally-
produced music.

Devall also spoke about how KRVS 
has kept the French language alive 
through the years with its programming.

“This station really has tried over 
the years to not only keep the language 
alive, and about 20 percent of our 
programming is in French, but also to 
amplify the wonderful tradition that you 
know of the music and culture that you 
can’t find anywhere else,” Devall said. 

Starting Monday, Sept. 12, “Bonjour 
Louisiane’’ will be broadcasted in French 
with the new host Ashlee Michot from 5 
a.m. to 7 a.m. weekdays which is focused 
on Cajun French music.

 Fridays feature four hours of “The 
Blues Box” hosted live by Raoul 
Breaux starting at 9 a.m. including live 
performances from local musicians. 

“Each Friday listeners from Acadiana 
and beyond immerse themselves in the 
blues’ sweet sounds and its history,” 
KRVS website reads.  

KRVS airs “La Nation Creole” which 
includes music from creole speaking 
countries around the world on Sundays 
at 4 p.m. hosted by Cedric Watson. 

“From Louisiana to Haiti, from the 
French Antilles to the Indian Ocean 
come discover international Creole 
grooves on La Nation Créole,”  the KRVS 
website reads.

Listeners can find a schedule and 
previous episodes on the website. 
Donations can be made at the KRVS 
website, by phone at 337-482-6108 or via 
email at jfalls@krvs.org. They can also 
tune in with the KRVS app that can be 
accessed from their phones.

KRVS radio station host 
fall membership drive

Faith Scholl, Adhamm Safford
NEWS WRITER, MANAGING EDITOR

40 years ago, George Merhej 
came from Lebanon to study as an 
international student at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, without knowing 
how to read, write, or speak English, and 
having to pay for his tuition completely 
on his own. Despite the challenges he 
faced, he graduated with a bachelor’s in 
architecture and fine arts and has now 
settled down in this town he fell in love 
with. 

While living in Lebanon, Merhej 
found an office that would help find and 
contact a university for their clients. 
Merhej had specified that he wanted to 
go to school somewhere warm in the 
south, and it had to be a place where he 
could study English. At the time, UL 
Lafayette was accepting students from 
around the world into their international 
student program, even if they didn’t 
know any English.

He was given a few options, but 
settled on UL Lafayette because it was 
the cheapest tuition-wise and because 
it offered a program called English for 
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
that was held in H.L. Griffin Hall. 
Merhej recalled the diversity of the 

classroom, and how it was filled with 
roughly 30 or 40 students from all over 
the world.

“None of them speak English. It was 
like a babble, I mean it’s unbelievable 
the chaos,” Merhej said. “At one time a 
young boy and a girl fell in love, they like 
each other and they wanna speak. She 
doesn’t know his language and he doesn’t 
know vice versa. They don’t know each 
other’s language, so they find someone 
who will translate to them.”

Their professor would bring them to 
the McDonald’s near campus and taught 
them how to order food and used it as a 
good way to practice English. Students 
would study English, then go into the 
classes for their majors.

Merhej wasn’t a citizen or even a 
resident at the time and wasn’t eligible 
for any kind of scholarship. He paid his 
tuition out of pocket without any kind 
of financial assistance. He worked two 
full-time jobs, while also taking at least 
20 credit hours every semester.

“I only sleep a few hours every night. 
Really, because I want to succeed, I want 
to do well,” Merhej said.

But despite that, Merhej still looks 
back fondly on his years at UL Lafayette.

“I’m 64, from the day I was born until 
now, the best years of my life, the 5-6 
years I spent at UL,” Merhej said. “Those 

were the best years, I was so happy 
getting an education, meeting people, 
working.”

He stayed in Lafayette and worked 
for the city in the planning department, 
before eventually opening a business. 
Although some of Merhej’s friends from 
college moved back to their own country 
and were able to use their education to 

secure well-paying jobs or positions in 
high places, he fell in love with Lafayette 
and chose to stay. Despite being a 
citizen, Merhej said he feels like a 
foreigner anywhere outside of Lafayette, 
and this is where he is most comfortable

 “They have everything you need, and 
still everybody knows everybody, like a 
small town atmosphere,” Merhej said.

A look back 40 years ago: 
George Merhej shares being UL 
Lafayette international student
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Raoul Breaux hosting his show “The Blues Box” at KRVS.
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George Merhej after his interview with The Vermilion.
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Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette University Program Council 
(UPC) held a Women’s Wellness meeting 
on Sept. 6 in the Student Union’s 
Helma Constantine room. This event 
gave information on resources that are 
available to students around campus. 

Mental, emotional and physical 
health were some of the topics spoken 
about. People from the Mental Health 
Counseling, Student Health Services, 
Career Services and the UL Lafayette 
Police Department came out to speak to 
the students.

 According to UPC Culture 
Coordinator Paige Copeland, the 
focal point of the event was to share 
information about the many health 
services available to students on campus. 

“The goal of the event was to provide 
information about the services on 
campus that are at the students’ disposal. 
Suicide is a relevant topic in this month, 
but also students. Suicidal thoughts can 
come from any emotion so I wanted 
to get out the information/motivation 
before we get into the thickness of the 
semester. Mental Health Counseling, 
Student Health Services, Career Services 

and UL Police Safety all programs 
are available and ready to be used,” 
Copeland said. 

Patricia Cottonham, vice president 
for Student Affairs, spoke for a moment 
and gave advice about how to navigate 
through college. 

“I hope that you are listening, I hope 
that you’re taking notes, I hope that 
you are going to class. Believe it or not, 
students who go to class every day, 
students who sit in front of the class, 
students who go to their teachers office 
hours will do better. We have studied 
that and we know that. When we say 
that to students, sometimes they laugh 
at it, or sometimes they think that that 
cannot be the case, but it truly makes a 
difference. As simple as going to class 
everyday, letting the teacher know that 
you are in the class which means raising 
your hand. The only dumb question is 
the one you don’t ask, so do your part. 
Do your homework, be prepared for 
the class and be engaged in the class,” 
Cottonham said. 

The nurse practitioner who spoke 
to those attending the meeting gave a 
small rundown of what you can go to 
Student Health Services for. As long as 
students are enrolled in at least six credit 
hours, tuition covers their visits, with the 

exception of lab work.
Women can get traditional breast 

exams to see if they have cysts or lumps 
in their chest. They also offer general 
exams depending on age; women 21 
and over can get a full body exam, while 
women of ages 18-20 get upper body 
exams.

Whenever the topic of mental health 
was brought up, they made it clear that it 
is okay to not be okay. It is normal to feel 
stressed and overwhelmed, especially 
when first getting used to a different 
environment. Students can receive 
free counseling if needed, and can be 
prescribed medication if needed.

Officer Mike Louviere and another 
officer from the ULPD talked about 
safety precautions and also gave a 
demonstration on self-defense tactics. 
They talked about the dangers of being 
alone at parties or outdoors in general. 
It was advised to go out in groups, 
especially if you are a woman, and to 
always make sure someone is in the right 
headspace when making decisions.

 Kennedy Bellard, a freshman 
majoring in business management, liked 
how the event was a safe environment 
for women to come together and educate 
each other. 

“I feel like it is so nice to have a 

group of strong women that have come 
together to make a safe environment 
and educate other women on how to 
protect themselves. Everything in the 
meeting was extremely helpful, from the 
self-defense course to telling us where 
to get help for not only our physical 
health, but also for our mental health. 
This organization has already taught me 
valuable skills to use throughout college 
and I’m so excited to learn more from 
them,” Bellard said.

 This event showed many women the 
resources UL Lafayette offers to them, 
and it gave them advice that they may 
need in the future. 

  Copeland shared what her role in 
the event is and how her background 
in healthcare has helped her as culture 
coordinator.

 “My role is to provide events 
catering to all cultures from different 
backgrounds. I’m a senior graduating 
in psychology with a pre-medical 
concentration and minor in chemistry. 
I have a background in healthcare 
and want to continue my education in 
healthcare after graduating. So me being 
in healthcare, I wanted to incorporate 
that in my cultural event,” Copeland 
said. 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette intends to install new security 
cameras and repair older security 
cameras around campus; however, 
manufacturing difficulties have halted 
the process.

 According to Director of Facility 
Management Scott Hebert, the 
department has placed the orders for 
the new cameras, but due to some parts 
of the cameras not being available for 
manufacturing at the time, the delivery 
date has been delayed.

 “There’s something in the 
manufacturing chain that is not there 
when it’s needed,” Hebert said. “If you 
don’t really have cameras coming in, you 
can’t install them.”

 The order was placed before the 
university went on summer break to 
Avigilon, a continuously-used subsidiary 
of Motorola Solutions that works with 
various components of video technology. 

 “These devices meet our needs 
and meet state/federal compliance 
mandates,” IT Security Officer Charles 
Broome wrote in a statement to The 
Vermilion. 

 Although all of the cameras have 
not arrived, the Office of Facility 
Management did receive the first set 
of cameras that were ordered and 
decided, with communication from 
other departments on campus such the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Police Department, to install them 
running from Legacy Park Apartments 
to Heritage Apartments near Johnston 
Street. 

“What it does is it allows us to keep 
track of the parking lot back here, which 
is where a lot of students are parking,” 
Hebert said. “It also lets us keep track 
of the pedestrian bridge that crosses 
the coulee over here so we know who’s 
coming onto our campus at that facility. 
It’s the same thing with Girard Park 
across the street and Johnston Street.”

This operation was created and 
approved with a set of specific objectives. 
The Office of Facility Management 
plans to put cameras where the blind 
spots of the university are first and then 
move towards repairing the broken, 
pre-existing cameras the university still 
has. The department intends to install 
additional secondary cameras after that 
at the areas they decide on that would 
help support views of the main cameras. 

To kickstart the project, the Office 
of Facility Management needed to get 
approval from the comptroller, who 
has the authority to approve projects 

that need funding from the Master 
Plan fee. The Master Plan is a plan used 
to develop and elevate the university 
physically. 

According to the university website, 
“The plan will contribute to student 
academic success, build a stronger sense 
of community, improve the quality of 
life on and around campus, enhance 
safety and sustainability efforts and 
foster opportunities for economic 
development.”

Once the Master Plan was developed 
by the university, a fee was implemented 
into the students’ fees. The fee is used for 

student-related projects as well as any 
student-related development that could 
help students. 

According to Hebert, the departments 
wanted to use this funding for the 
security of students so they will have the 
technology to see who comes on and 
goes off campus. 

“It’s used for these types of 
improvements, where it’s a university-
wide improvement that affects or 
benefits the student body,” Hebert said. 

On-campus security cameras 
delayed, manufactural issues

UPC’s “Becoming That Girl: Women’s 
Wellness” event held in Student Union

Graphic by Lauren Gerald
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

For their first game of the 2022 NFL 
regular season, the New Orleans Saints 
took the field at Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
to face their old rivals, the Atlanta 
Falcons. It’s a classic match, dating back 
to the early 1970’s. As of late, the Saints 
have had the upper hand, but with the 
ferocity of the teams and the level of 
preparation Week 1 matchups warrant, 
the outcome was impossible to predict.

Offensively, this Saints team is 
loaded. The return of Jameis Winston 
from a season-ending ACL injury and 
Michael Thomas from season-ending 
foot surgery are major storylines for the 
NFC South division’s place in the NFL. 
New free agent signee Jarvis Landry and 
returning team rushing leader Alvin 
Kamara also figure to be major pieces. 
On the defensive side: Pro Bowl-award-
winning cornerbacks Tyrann Mathieu 
and Marshon Lattimore star in the 
secondary, and a stellar front seven are 
headlined by 100-sack-club member 
Cameron Jordan.

Atlanta would end its first drive with 

a field goal. After a three-and-out from 
both teams, the Saints would open their 
scoring in spectacular fashion; a direct 
snap to veteran playmaker Taysom Hill 
would lead to an impressive 57-yard run, 
and a repeat of the play just an attempt 
later would lead to a Saints touchdown.

 A fumble by Falcons receiver 
Olamide Zaccheaus would set up 
Winston with a short field. The team 
would repeatedly fail to capitalize, 
though, and Wil Lutz would miss a 44-
yard field goal by hitting the left upright. 
The Falcons would take the lead in the 
second quarter, with a series of gashing 
runs by Cordarrelle Patterson and two 
field goals by Younghoe Koo creating a 
7–16 deficit for the Saints entering the 
second half.

The Saints’ running backs had an 
unexpectedly rough game. Kamara and 
Mark Ingram II combined for just 61 
yards on 10 carries and a lost fumble, as 
the Saints spent most of the game trying 
to pass its way out of a bad situation 
instead of rushing and wasting the clock.

The true MVP of the game on the 
Saints side was always going to be 
Michael Thomas. Near the beginning 

of the fourth quarter, facing an 
intimidating 26–10 lead in favor of 
Atlanta, deep passes to Juwan Johnson 
and Jarvis Landry were capped off with 
a goal line fade to Thomas, and the next 
drive would again feature Thomas on a 
21-yard snag and the score-sealing grab 
to put the game within reach at 26-24.

After forcing a punt after a lengthy 
seven-play drive by the Falcons, the 
Saints would get one last shot with 
less than a minute and no timeouts. 
Winston would immediately unleash 
on a deep route to Landry for a 40-yard 
gain, and spiked the ball. An intentional 
grounding call would bring the ball 
back 10 yards, and run 10 seconds off 
the clock. With 38 seconds left, Winston 
again rolled the dice on a shot to Juwan 
Johnson, which put the ball at the 33-
yard line. This set up the defining play of 
the game – a 51-yard field goal by Will 
Lutz to take the lead for good, 28–26. 
A subsequent attempt at a 63-yard 
field goal by Koo was blocked by Saints 
defensive end and special-teamer Payton 
Turner to end the game.

As a whole, this was a positive game 
for the whole team. Even though the 

offense was stagnant for the most part, 
the defense made stops when they 
mattered in the second half and gave 
Winston and company a chance to make 
plays and roll the dice. It would have 
been nice to see the team establish an 
actual run game and dominate on that 
front with a lead. I just hope the entire 
season doesn’t have to be this close. I’ll 
give it a light B.

In terms of watchability: while the 
majority of the game was emotionally 
deflating, nothing could have prepared 
me for the last quarter of this game. 
Winston literally had me on the edge of 
my seat leaning all the way forward. For 
those last two minutes, I stood up and 
paced back and forth, and jumped up 
when the field goal was good. I’d give it 
an A++ if I could.

For their next matchup, the Saints 
will head home to Caesars Superdome 
to face Tom Brady and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers.

Fourth-quarter heroics put the New 
Orleans Saints in the winner’s column

Photo by USA Today

Saints running back Alvin Kamara evades Falcons defenders on Jan. 9.

Photo by USA Today

Saints wide receiver Micheal Thomas celebrates after a catch on Sunday, Sept. 11.

Sports

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

On Sept. 10, the Ragin’ Cajuns football 
team squared off against the Eastern 
Michigan Eagles in a game that was 
televised on the NFL Network. It was 
in this game that viewers saw Coach 
Michael Desormeaux install a game plan 
where two quarterbacks were used. 

There is a famous football saying 
that reads, “When you’ve got two 
quarterbacks, you’ve got none.” Usually 
this means that a two-quarterback 
system is not effective for various 
reasons. However, Desormeaux proved 
this adage both true and false. In the 
first half, Coach Desormeaux started 
with redshirt sophomore quarterback 
Chandler Fields, and he was average at 
best. The same can be said for Fresno 
State transfer Ben Wooldridge. The 
Cajuns mostly handed the ball off, and 
the Eagles’ defense quickly adjusted. No 
matter the heckling that the students and 
I did from the student section of Cajun 
Field, the defense of Eastern Michigan 
blocked it out and played extremely well. 

However, everything changed. With 
3:14 left to go in the first half, officials 
called a 30-minute delay because there 
was lightning in the area. Both teams 
headed back through the tunnel, and 
the majority of fans headed for the 
concourse. I attended this game, and 
I used this time to catch up on text 
messages, charge my phone and to finish 
the Papa John’s pizza I had started eating 
during the game. Coach Desormeaux 
also used this time to fire up the Cajuns. 
What was said is currently not known, 
but it can only be assumed that it lit 
a fire under the Cajuns, who were 
attempting to extend their win streak to 
15 games in a row. 

Coming out of the lightning delay, the 
Cajuns’ play improved drastically. The 
Cajuns’ first score of the night came off 
of a beautiful 27-yard pass from Fields 
to wideout Michael Jefferson. After this, 
the momentum shifted from the Eagles 

to the Cajuns’ sideline. It only shifted 
further when tight end Johnny Lumpkin 
caught his only ball of the night: a 
one-yard score from Chandler Fields. 
The Eagles, however, responded with a 
touchdown to give them the lead once 
again.This would be the last lead they 
would hold that night. 

From that moment the Cajuns’ 
offense started clicking. Their next 
five drives of the game all ended with 
touchdowns. This can be attributed to 
both quarterbacks being in the game, 
and both performing extremely well. 
However, Wooldridge was more accurate 
with his passes, going 12 for 13 with 169 
passing yards and two scores. Fields was 

10 for 21 with 141 passing yards and 
three touchdown passes. 

However, this dominating 49–21 win 
cannot be attributed to the offense alone. 
The defense came to play in the second 
half, forcing five turnovers. There were 
three interceptions, one from Junior 
safety Brandon Bishop, one from Junior 
safety Kam Pedescleaux and one from 
Junior linebacker Jasper Williams. The 
Cajuns also forced a fumble from Eagles 
wideout Hassan Beydoun. Finally, the 
Cajuns’ defense as a collective forced a 
turnover on downs that effectively ended 
the game. Though the final score would 
indicate total domination, the teams 
were eerily similar in total yardage. 

However, it is not how you start; rather, 
it’s how you finish. The Eagles simply 
could not capitalize on Cajuns’ penalties 
in the second half, while the Cajuns 
could on the Eagles’. 

The Cajuns have now extended their 
winning streak to 15 games, currently 
the longest in the nation. They will test 
their streak once more when they travel 
to Houston to take on the Rice Owls. As 
for the Eastern Michigan Eagles, they 
dropped to 1–1 on the young season. 
Next week, the Eagles will be on the 
road once again as they travel to Tempe, 
Arizona to take on the Sun Devils of 
Arizona State.

Ragin’ Cajuns come alive in 
second half to thrash Eagles

Photo by Boyd Daniels 

Defensive lineman Mason Narcisse (#90) helps collapse the pocket against Eastern Michigan quarterback Taylor Powell.

The Horror of Breaking the 
Fourth Wall, and Why it Scares Us
Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

Video games have been a hot topic 
ever since their humble beginnings that 
can be traced all the way back to the 
1950s, with the creation of Tennis for 
Two, a cathode tube ray based game by 
physicist William Higinbotham. It may 
not be considered much for our time, 
but this was a life-changing invention, 
and a phenomenon beyond our wildest 
dreams in forgotten times. The concept 
of video games as a whole was such a 
novel idea, but horror games? It was 
unheard of back then, especially in 
America.

 Horror games did not happen to 
emerge in the western world until the 
1980s, a time for slashers and blood 
galore in areas of media such as movies 
and pulp fiction novels. The idea of 
horror at that time was tied directly into 
the fears of the nation, such as serial 
killers and war. Despite the methods 
of scaring us in these games that we 
may deem basic or cliche (gratuitous 
uses of gore and towering men with 
blades), people back then had never seen 
anything like this. It was revolutionary. 

 Now fast forward to today, what we 
call “the modern age”. Video games and 
horror games in particular are definitely 
not exempt from this concept. We, as 
a society, have moved on from cheap 
scares and jumping at the drop of a 
hat. At least, most of us. Video game 
developers have tried all kinds of new, 
terrifying techniques, but one that 
stands out the most to me is the art of 
breaking the fourth wall.

 If you do not know what this term 
refers to, don’t worry. It means that the 
characters in a piece of media are aware 
that they aren’t real, or that they are in a 
game. They often make direct references 
to the outside world, and to you, the 
player. This doesn’t seem so bad, right? 

It is often comical, even, with characters 
such as Deadpool from the Marvel 
franchise cracking jokes to the audience. 
But this concept is unnerving to so many 
people, and for good reason. 

 When you are playing a game, you 
know it is fake. By this logic, you’re safe 
in your room. The fictional monsters 
that torment your playable character 
cannot get to you in real life. But 
whenever they break from their reality 
inside of the game, looking at you and 
knowing that someone else is pulling 
the reins, it can be anything ranging 
from simply shocking, to horrifying. For 
pixels on your screen to acknowledge 
your existence as a player and make you 
feel as if you’re not just playing a game 
anymore, it’s real life now.

 The fear associated with fourth 

wall breaks in video games can also 
be attributed to what is known as “the 
audience effect”. What that entails, 
basically, is that people will act 
differently based on whether they are 
being watched or not, such as a child 
being on their best behavior whenever a 
teacher is observing them. When playing 
a game, you may engage in behaviors 
you never would in real life, but once the 
characters are presumed to be “alive” in 
a sort of way, watching you, it can make 
the one in control feel guilty or rethink 
their actions. You’re being watched, so 
your behavior changes.

 Some prime examples of this that 
I think use this concept masterfully 
would be both Doki Doki Literature 
Club by Team Salvato, and Undertale 
by Toby Fox. Both differ greatly, but 

use this same effect to their advantages 
and create incredibly memorable, 
if not terrifying, moments for their 
audiences. These two games single out 
the player and make them feel cornered, 
as well as going as far to “controlling” 
their devices. Both manipulate files 
within your computer or system and 
mess with their own programs, albeit 
non maliciously, to make it seem as if 
these dramatis personae are actually 
interacting with you.

 If you’re interested, please see 
for yourself. These two games are 
phenomenal, and I really do recommend 
everyone play them, especially if you 
enjoy games with a psychological horror 
twist. Whenever you do, pay attention to 
how they mess with your mind and see if 
this effect rings true for you as well.

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

If you are my parents, my friends or 
just know me personally, you know I 
deeply dislike the portrayal of Superman 
and Lois Lane in the 2013 Zack Snyder-
directed film “Man of Steel.” Superman 
in the film falls flat, and Lois Lane has 
no personality in “Man of Steel,” she’s 
just there. Honestly, I didn’t enjoy any of 
Snyder’s directing for the DC Universe 
movies, but that’s an article for another 
day. 

So when it was announced in 2019 
that The CW would be making its own 
Superman show, I was hesitant.  I held 
this same sentiment  when I reviewed 
“The Batman” in March of 2022. I wrote 
about how I haven’t been impressed with 
the most recent interpretations of the 
character, but this newest Batman movie 
has become one of my favorites. So with 
that same “give it a chance’’ attitude in 
mind, I tuned into “Superman & Lois.”

The show follows the married Clark 
Kent and Lois Lane with their twin 
teenage sons, Jordan and Jonathan Kent, 
moving from Metropolis to Clark’s 
hometown of Smallville, Kansas, after 
the death of his mother, Martha Kent. 
“Superman & Lois” already has two 
seasons under its belt, with a third on 
the way. 

“Superman & Lois” is not an origin 
story, which is so refreshing. The origin 
of Superman is so ingrained into our 
popular culture that even if you haven’t 
read a Superman comic or watched the 
many movies about him, you still know 
his backstory. I like how the show’s 
developers took this approach, especially 
since “Smallville” already explored the 
origin of Superman for 10 seasons. In 
“Superman & Lois,” Clark has already 
been the Man of Steel for about 20 years. 
This show is about the next stage in his 
life and being a dad. 

I was already familiar with Tyler 
Hoechlin’s portrayal of Superman on 
“Supergirl” and Elizabeth Tulloch as Lois 

Lane from the Arrowverse crossovers. 
Hoechlin plays Clark Kent/Superman 
with this gentleness and selflessness, 
something I felt was lacking in Henry 
Cavill’s performance in “Man of Steel.” 
Lois Lane has always been one of my 
favorite fictional characters because 
of her dedication to finding the truth 
as a journalist and her independence. 
Tulloch lets those qualities of Lois shine 
in the show. She portrays Lois as the 
seasoned reporter that she is, which 
makes me so excited. 

“Superman & Lois” takes out mostly 
everything we have come to associate 
with Superman: the “Daily Planet,” 

Metropolis, Perry White, Lex Luthor 
and many more. But that’s okay; this 
adaptation has kept my attention 
because it is trying to do something 
different that still fits into the Superman 
mythos. 

The episode that made me a fan of 
the show was in season one’s, “A Brief 
Reminiscence In-Between Cataclysmic 
Events.” The episode takes us through 
Clark and Lois’s relationship from their 
first meeting to the birth of their sons. 
The show is titled “Superman & Lois” so 
I will judge it on how their relationship 
is portrayed. “A Brief Reminiscence…” 
perfectly encapsulates why Clark Kent 

and Lois Lane, even after over 80 years, 
are still one of comics’ most iconic 
couples. The episode celebrates their 
relationship and shows how intertwined 
these two characters are. 

In many articles about DC Comics, 
I write about how I’m getting tired of 
the dark tone they’ve been going for in 
recent years. It is okay for comics and 
shows about them to be lighthearted. 
That’s why “Superman & Lois” is such a 
breath of fresh air for me; it has found 
the balance between being serious and 
keeping true to Superman’s optimism.

Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

The dating world and the whole dating 
process has had a subtle yet dramatic 
change over the decades. What was once 
considered romantic and “the standard” 
has been warped in today’s society 
where those things are either lame or 
cringe. Whenever effort is shown in a 
relationship, especially a public one, men 
are called simps and women are so-called 
reverting back to the 19th century to 
their extreme submissive housewife ways. 

 I am not sure why or when being 

toxic became the norm suddenly, but it 
is honestly becoming ridiculous. Love is 
too beautiful of a thing to stomp on for 
clout. Now, I am not saying everyone 
has this ideology, but I feel like a major 
factor is social media. Social media has 
encouraged people to become toxic 
and immediately move on to the next 
partner like they did not cause emotional 
damage.

 When someone truly loves a person, 
you will not be able to move on that fast 
unless you never cared about them in 
the first place. It is more than an intense 
feeling; it is a wave of calm and peace 

knowing someone will go through 
anything to know, love, provide and 
guide you through life’s good, bad and 
ugly like no one else can. In addition, 
they will want to grow with you as well as 
see growth in you.

 Kittie J. Rose, a certified life and 
relationship coach, posted a viral video 
on Instagram and TikTok discussing a 
list of reasons for what she goes through 
when talking to different couples on a 
daily basis. She says that when a woman 
becomes codependent on a man and 
becomes anxious and clingy, that is what 
will drive men away. What I feel like what 

women do in this situation is act out and 
seek vengeance thinking that their man 
is out cheating. That is not the case at all 
because men really are relaxed until they 
feel obligated to not be chill.

 However, men will project their 
insecurities onto women when they 
are in a mood or they think they know 
something. This makes a woman even 
more insecure, but rather than saying it, 
similarly to men, it turns into a full-out 
war of projected insecurities that leads 
to arguing and toxicity. For some reason, 
this is what people want relationships 
to be like and this is what people in the 
relationship want. Again, for some odd 
reason!

 According to Psychology Today, the 
new world order of dating has become 
more advanced compared to some years 
ago, even though some aspects are still 
the same. “They [women and men] 
would like to maintain the fiction that 
love happens spontaneously without 
bothering to think about it. They think 
that is everyone’s expectation,” the 
website reads.

 They also say that for blind dates 
nowadays and years ago “they may not be 
the men they are advertising themselves 
to be. Women, similarly, may lie; they 
may be more likely than men to lie 
about their age and weight, and anything 
else they think detracts from their 
attractiveness.”

 There are pros and cons to the 
dating world today, but it is definitely 
not 90’s R&B and more “If I Get Caught 
Cheating” by DVSN. There is nothing 
wrong or cringe in being sappy and 
having a healthy relationship. If love is 
wrong, why be right? Why have a stable 
piece of mind and not have to worry 
about drama? Because it is too beautiful 
to bash and underappreciate. 

Why today’s dating world 
promotes unhealthy relationships

“Superman & Lois” breathes 
life into the Superman mythos

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

Imagine that it is the early 2000’s. You 
are a big fan of R&B and hip-hop. You 
are leaving the era of the 90s. Artists like 
Tupac Shakur, Lauryn Hill, Jill Scott and 
DMX are still fresh in your mind. You 
have up and coming artists like Kanye 
West, Alicia Keys, and Brandy who are 
known but are still fairly new. Erykah 
Badu is dropping her latest album. Now 
all these artists I have named have been 
sampled many times. There are many 
things that these artists have in common. 
One thing that these artists have in 
common is originality. Their music is 
all different yet impactful. When people 
listen to their lyrics, it means something. 

These people have the innate ability 
to make you feel exactly what they feel 
even if you never experience anything 
that they have gone through. I think 
that their lyrics are so impactful 
because they all have this in common: 
poetry.  Not just any poetry but def 
jam poetry in particular. According 
to languagehumanities, “Def poetry 
is a form of poetry typically based on 
urban culture and themes, often with an 
expressed focus on the African American 
experience”.

A good poet will allow their words 
to create a thirst for their art that only 
they can fill. Their words will not only 
allow you to experience their situation 
but highlight yours. A good poet will 
talk about the same topics that we are so 
used to hearing about such as heartbreak, 

love, and forgiveness while presenting 
it to you in a new way. They will trigger 
you into remembering memories that 
you had tucked inside. They have the 
ability to talk about something political 
or controversial without making the 
consumer tune the message out. 

However, the popularity that poetry 
once had started to fizzle out over time. 
Poetry is no longer mainstream as it was 
in the 90s and early 2000s. I think that 
it is safe to say that we are starting to see 
the effects of that in our music. We live 
in a time of overly sampled music and 
trending beats. Beats have become more 
important than lyrics. 

I am also guilty of this because I can 
tell if I do not like a song by its beat. One 
thing I’ve noticed about poetry is that a 
good poem has an element of surprise. 
There is this powerful moment that 
brings the poem together. We no longer 
have that surprise because we save it for 
the beat. The beat drop is the element of 
surprise. 

Now I am not saying that we do not 
have any hip-hop or R&B artists that 
are not bringing innovative lyrics and 
subject matter to the forefront. The fact 
is most of those artists are not getting the 
recognition or push to the public, and the 
artists that we do have who possess these 
qualities are held so tightly that there is 
no room in the spotlight for any other 
artist. People think that they are bringing 
something that is considered different to 
the music.

 In reality, they are just bringing 
lyricism back. A good artist will have 

lyricism, and we are so used to accepting 
the bare minimum that any other artist 
that has these same qualities to their 
music is looked at like they are copying 
another artist. We also live in such a 
microwave society that we expect music 
to be delivered overnight. Our artist also 
does not have enough time to put their 
heart in their lyrics. We forget that raps 
and songs are all derived from poems 
whether the artist intends to write a 
poem or not. 

I am not putting down our artists, but 
I would love to look back at the music 
of my generation and be able to say that 
the music that has yet to come out will 
never compare. In order to be able to say 
this, there needs to be more originality, 
less samples and the return of poetry. 
The state of poetry makes me wonder, 
if we do not revive poetry, will we ever 
have another classic album again or just 
samples of the ones before us? 

Graphic by A Person****

Graphic by Meg Norwood

The demise of modern poetry: 
how it affects R&B and hip-hop

One year after Hurricane Ida
Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

 I was scrolling through my Snapchat 
memories, and I came across my pictures 
from one year ago. On Aug. 29, 2021, my 
hometown of Houma, Louisiana was hit 
with Category 4 Hurricane Ida. 

As I was seeing my past unfold on my 
phone screen, I could vividly remember 
my emotions and surroundingsPure 
horror. To say it was a traumatic 
experience would be an understatement. 
What my eyes saw can only be described 
as an apocalyptic wasteland.

For a long time, I felt that I was 
overreacting to the aftermath. It felt like 
the world was continuing, and I remained 
stuck in a depressed mentality. I knew I 
was not the only one affected in this way.

 One year later, I wanted to contact 
some of my community members and 
ask what their experience was like. In 
doing so, I was able to connect our shared 
experiences and learn more about how 
others felt about the hurricane.

Many Houma residents evacuated to 
other states like Texas, Arkansas and 
Mississippi. While cell phone services 
were down there was almost no way of 
communicating to people outside of the 
disaster zone. I asked my old classmate 
Kelise Scott what she felt like only being 
able to see the aftermath of the hurricane 
through social media, and she said, “We 
saw some of the worst videos of things 
getting torn up.” I can attest that I saw 
video after video on Facebook, showing 
roofs of stores and houses getting lifted 
completely off. It was as if mother nature 
herself was using my town as a playset.In 
my head, I imagined a large hand from 
the sky coming and using our houses, 

cars and boats as toys. 
It is very rare to stay in the hurricane 

path of a Category 4 hurricane, so 
I was very shocked when I realized 
quite a few people stayed. I asked my 
former bandmate, Evan Foret, about his 
experience of seeing the damage done 
to Houma hours after the storm passed. 
“The Houma that we knew was not the 
same, it was very much like a war had 
happened,” he said. He explained to me 
how trees and houses around him were 
flattened completely. He was shocked at 
how much open space there was, caused 
by the hurricane damage, even telling me 
it reminded him of a large football field. 

 Living in my hometown, I saw the 
brutality of the hurricane aftermath. 
Houma did not have many deaths 
compared to other locations hit, but we 
definitely had an extensive amount of 
damage done to our town. In the few 
months directly following Hurricane Ida, 
Houma was left without electricity, water 
and gas.

This meant there was no food, stoves, 
showers, cellphones and other essential 
things needed for daily life. In this 
time we had many organizations and 
outside communities come in and aid 
us. I remember having many churches, 
including my parents’ own church, 
donating and helping the community 
with fresh produce and hot plates of food. 
And the military handed out bags of ice, 
gallons of water and MRE meals to the 
Houma residents.

Every home in Houma was damaged 
in one way or another. On some lucky 
homes it was only a few shingles or a 
piece of siding; on others, it flattened the 
entire house down to the base. My friend 
Natalie Hebert told me that her home 

where she resided with her grandparents 
was totaled. Her roof caved in and she 
and her family had to ask for help from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). She spoke about the 
assistance FEMA was providing to the 
people who were left homeless. She 
said, “It took FEMA a while for them 
to really do anything, because once the 
campers were on peoples’ lots it took two 
months for FEMA to let people inside the 
campers.” 

Many schools in the Terrebonne 
Parish School District were damaged 
or destroyed. My former high school, 
Ellender Memorial High School, was 
completely destroyed. Students and 
staff members are back to their original 
campus location but not in their original 
building, as reconstruction is set to begin 
in the coming years. A time estimate of 
when students are expected to occupy 
the damaged building was set to around 
2025.

 I spoke to my former band director 
Anthony Joseph (Mr. J) , and I asked him 
how he felt seeing his students deal with 
that news. He said he “saw some faces 
drop because I knew they were hoping to 
graduate out of that building”. 

Ellender Memorial High School is set 
in portable, trailer-like buildings, set up 
as a makeshift campus. Students have 
said that they are very grateful to have a 
place to call home, but that the campus 
situation is never going to be like their 
original school. 

Students and staff have to walk by and 
see their destroyed main building every 
day. So I asked what it was like to pass by 
such a macabre scene and Mr. J said, “We 
still feel it, we feel what happened here,” 
and that it made him realize that a storm 

came in here and ripped this area apart in 
a few short hours 

A sudden change in daily life like that 
is a lot for an adult to handle mentally, 
let alone a teenager. Angelle Giror, a 
Houma resident, explained to me how 
the effects of the hurricane were not 
just physical. She told me her grades 
suffered tremendously because her 
mental health was at a very low point. I 
know personally how it was to continue 
schooling with the half-day situations. 
For context, my high school had to share 
a building with Terrebonne High School. 
We went to school in the afternoon, from 
12 p.m. to 5 p.m., so this was not the time 
situation we were accustomed to. 

Hurricane Ida was physically, 
emotionally and mentally tolling on 
everyone. Houma residents did not let 
this hurricane destroy them further.  I 
truly saw what unconditional support 
and love was from complete strangers 
in my town. Everyone I have spoken to 
has had a mutual feeling of respect and 
admiration for the Houma residents and 
all those that provided aid. I am proud to 
say I am from Houma, Louisiana. 

As to why I felt guilty for leaving, 
I felt that I was walking away from a 
town that needed me. I wanted to do 
so much more to help my friends and 
community, but the only fixing left to 
do is mental and emotional. The homes 
and buildings are being rebuilt. I needed 
this article experience to help me close a 
large chapter in my life. I don’t feel as if 
I am leaving them behind, but that I am 
moving forward and bringing them with 
me in my heart wherever I go. 

Photo by Kay Padilla

Ellender Memorial High School one year after Hurricane Ida devastated the building.
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 SOUNDING

OFF
Who would you like to see performing at the Cajundome?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Byron Dede
ARCHITECTURE  SOPHOMORE

“Lil Baby.”

Kobe Green
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Rob49.”

Holden Broussard
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  JUNIOR

“I would like to 
see Ye come to the 
Cajundome.”

Genesis Williams
BIOLOGY FRESHMAN

“Billie Eilish. I just think 
she would bring good 
energy, and she’s 
kinda the voice of this 
generation.”

Isabel Dacdac
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Dodie, since she has 
really chill vibes.”

Dycie Touchet
BIOLOGY FRESHMAN

“Kid Cudi.”

Allan goes to college #2

Comic By Lauren Gerald
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