
Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
named the Homecoming Court for this 
year’s Homecoming 2022: All Roads 
Lead to Vermilion and White. The 
Homecoming Court is one of the oldest 
traditions at UL Lafayette dating back 
more than 80 years. 

 The reigning Homecoming Court 
queen is Lauren Lopez who was 
nominated by Sigma Sigma Sigma 
Sorority. The king of the Homecoming 
Court is Colbert Hebert who was 
nominated by the Student Government 
Association. t

The four maids on the Homecoming 
Court include Jordan Richard, Emma 
Taylor, Amelia Hebert and Destiny 
Broussard. The four dukes on the 
Homecoming Court are Cade Roy, 
Terence Toomer, Grayson Stepanek, and 
Rylan Theyard.

The court selects 10 students including 
the queen and king who are accompanied 
by their four maids and dukes to 
represent the student body this year for 
Homecoming at UL Lafayette. 

The members of the Homecoming 
Court include students nominated by 
student organizations at UL Lafayette. 
These student organizations include 
Kappa Delta, Order of Omega, Sigma 
Chi, Sigma Sigma Sigma, Student 

Government Association, Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee and Student Support 
Association. 

  Heidie Lindsey, Director of Student 
Engagement & Leadership, states that the 
Homecoming Court includes some of the 
university’s most outstanding students, 
judged based on their presentation, 
involvement, academics, and school spirit.

“Our student organizations have 
nominated the best and brightest,” 
Lindsey said.

The process of selecting and 
interviewing the homecoming court 
was a joint effort between the University 
Program Council and the Alumni 
Association. 

Tucker Sappington, assistant director 

of the Alumni Association, described 
the Homecoming Queen and King as 
advocates of UL Lafayette who can speak 
for the students to members of the local 
community. 

“It’s just an awesome opportunity to 
represent this institution and what they 
have achieved,” Sappington said. 

The Alumni Association holds several 
special events during the week to allow 
UL Lafayette alumni to interact with the 
students and participate in Homecoming. 
There will be the Sigma Nu Alumni 
Chapter Homecoming Luncheon at 
the Alumni Center and one Golden 
Ambassador Society Dinner at Petroleum 
Club of Lafayette.

“Each year, the Alumni Association 
plays host to a week’s worth of fun and 
fellowship leading up to Homecoming 
Day on campus. Alumni, students, and 
friends of the community come together 
for a variety of events taking place and 
show off their Ragin’ Cajun pride,” the UL 
Lafayette website reads. 

The Homecoming Court will ride in 
the 2022 Homecoming Parade that will 
proceed to the Ragin’ Cajun’s football 
game against the South Alabama Jaguars. 
The Homecoming Court will also be 
recognized on the field at halftime during 
the football game.

Homecoming Week is kicking off 
on Sunday, Sept. 25 with more than 15 
different events packed into the schedule 
for students to participate in. Students 
can join in other events during the week 
including Cajuns Got Talent, NPHC 
Greek Showcase and Step Show, Cupcake 
Give Away and Yell Like Hell. 

Students can find a complete schedule 
of the festivities on the UL Website. 
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Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

From Sept. 25 to Oct. 1, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette will be hosting 
their Homecoming Week. 

The University Program Council 
(UPC) of the Student Affairs Division 
and the UL Lafayette Alumni 
Association planned the events for this 
year’s Homecoming Week. 

Makayla Worthy is the traditions 
director of the Homecoming committee, 
and she explained what students can 
expect since most are back on campus.

“We’re seeing more numbers than the 
previous years so you’re gonna see a big 
turnout with a lot of things,” Worthy 
said.

Worthy continued by saying, “We have 
our normal events, like Sunday, we have 
window painting, Monday, we have our 
cookie giveaway at the Alumni Block 
Party.” 

She also spoke of how people can get 
vanity personalized license plates that 
relate to the theme of this Homecoming.

“This is actually a personalized license 
plate you can get personalized with 
anything you want on there as long as 
it’s appropriate, of course, but it kind of 
leads into our theme this year, All Roads 
Lead to Vermillion and White,” Worthy 
said. 

Terrance Toma Jr. is the president of 
Homecoming Court Council, and he 
explained how this year will be planned 

out for the week.
“The planning side is similar to the 

past so we kind of wrote the usual script 
of things, so some events, for the most 
part, the same planning we just changed 
elements of it,” Toma said.

He also shared how Homecoming 
Week is going to differ from the usual 
line-up of events like the past years.

“We added different parts of the script 
for Yell Like Hell. As for the parade, we 
just have a lot more participation, so 
that’s a new thing we have.”

Toma also said, “This year we have 
about 30 people in the parade compared 
to the usual which is like fraternities 
and sororities and that’s it, but this year 
we opened the opportunity for student 
groups, so that made it better.”

The Homecoming Court planned 
these events to show what students 
would be gaining if they joined in on 
this year’s Homecoming activities.

Janiah Major is one of the 
coordinators in the Homecoming Court 
Council, and she shared her hopes for 
students to immerse themselves in 
campus tradition with this Homecoming 
Week.

“We really hope they gain a sense 
of the community and really get their 
hands wet with all of our traditions that 
we have going on on campus especially 
since, like Makayla mentioned, we’re 
bringing back Cajuns Got Talent,” Major 
said.

Worthy explained some more 

information that students should know 
when coming to these events. 

“Honestly, just come and have fun. 
Enjoy the windows that you’re going to 
see throughout the week, come get your 
license plates made just to live in the 

moment for this homecoming,” Worthy 
said. 

The full Homecoming schedule can 
be found on the UPC’s page on the UL 
Lafayette Website.

What students should expect from Homecoming
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Introducing the 2022 Homecoming Court.
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Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

After 16 years of dancing, Infinity 
Dance Group gets the opportunity 
to perform at Yell Like Hell during 
Homecoming Week. 

In previous years, the university 
had avoided Infinity Dance Group as 
a performer for Yell Like Hell because 
the group was not tradition, according 
to co-Presidents Guy Harry and 
Delilah Warren. Following the group’s 
performance at Ragin’ Roar, however, 
the University invited Infinity to 
perform at Yell Like Hell.

“At Ragin Roar, they loved our stage 
presence and energy,” Warren said.

The group plans to put on a show that 
outshines the previous performance 
that got them invited in the first place, 
although they did not share specifics.

“We want it to be Ragin’ Roar times 
10,” said co-choreographer Mekaila 
Braxton.

The group and its organizer extended 
thanks to UPC for giving them 
the opportunity to perform for the 
longstanding Homecoming event and 
for inviting them to Ragin’ Roar.

Beyond Yell Like Hell and Ragin’ 
Roar, Infinity Dance Group participates 
in several different events on and off 
campus. 

The group volunteers and performs 
for the Boys and Girls Club regularly 
and performs at various National Pan-
Hellenic Council fraternity and sorority 
events. The group performed at the 
Miss UL Lafayette Pageant , Mister 1913 
Pageant, African Night, Renaissance 
Night, Sneaux Day and The Big Event.

Braxton said this invitation is a step in 
the right direction following the many 
events at which the group performs.

“We put in the work and we are 
finally getting noticed. This is giving 
us a chance to be a bigger part of the 
tradition,” Braxton said.

Warren expressed excitement for 
getting the opportunity to represent.

“As a primarily minority organization, 
we really are grateful that we can 
represent the minority groups of the 

university at this massive event,” Warren 
said.

After the COVID-19 pandemic 
swept the nation, Infinity canceled the 
group’s annual showcase for the years 
2020 and 2021. The showcase is an 
annual fundraising event for the local 
Pamela Joseph’s PJ’s Dance Art School. 
The funds raised are used for young 
performers to participate in classes and 
concerts.

The group had prepared a full 
showcase routine but had no way to 
perform it.

“We prepared 12 whole dances only 
for it to be canceled. So we had a show 
ready to go, but no one to perform it for,” 
Harry said. 

Coach and advisor Kristi Carr said 
she is happy seeing them get this 

opportunity following the events of 
previous years.

“After seeing so many things be taken 
away from them, I am so happy to see 
them get this opportunity,” Carr said. 

According to Carr, the team worked 
hard to get back to the level they were 
at before the pandemic sucked the wind 
from their sails. 

“We only move forward, we don’t go 
back,” Carr said.

Warren agreed saying, “We’ve been 
slowly building, and we finally have the 
one thing that we wanted. We are truly 
excited for getting this exposure.”

Infinity first formed when UL 
Lafayette alumna, then student, Shanda 
Domango Brown proposed the idea of a 
dance group to Carr in 2006 and asked 
her to be advisor/coach. They brought 

it to Vice President for Student Affairs 
Patricia Cottonham who approved the 
proposal.

The group now numbers 32 in total 
with 18 returning and 14 new members. 

When Michael Crotty, the new 
assistant professor of dance, first 
interacted with the group, he said he 
could feel the energy of them in their 
presence.

“I first came upon Infinity when 
setting up my office. I heard supportive 
cheers on the first floor and came down 
the stairs to find the group cheering 
each other on as they danced in 
abandonment,” Crotty said. “Infinity is 
charged. You can feel the impact of this 
dynamic crew when in their presence. 
As a group and individuals, their raw 
power is palpable.”

Infinity Dance Group to take the 
stage by storm at Yell Like Hell 

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s long history includes different 
Homecoming traditions over the years, 
and more importantly, different memories 
and experiences that remain with the 
university’s alumni to this day.

The central event of Homecoming 
throughout the years has been the 
Ragin’ Cajun football game. DeWayne 
Bowie, vice president for Enrollment 

Management, shared his fond memories 
of attending the Homecoming games 
while he was a student.

 “I have been attending Ragin’ Cajun 
football games since I first came to UL 
as a freshman in 1982,” Bowie said. 
“Homecoming has always been very 
special to me because you get to meet 
alums who are proud of their University. 
The atmosphere during Homecoming 
week is very electric and upbeat! GEAUX 
CAJUNS!”

Others, like George Shannon, Class of 

1984, recalled the games and challenges 
they’d partake in during Homecoming.

“All I can remember is the drum line 
wore the school colors bandannas around 
their heads for the game, and we had our 
traditional celebration that we would do 
before the game, like challenging each 
other to bust a drum head before the 
game,” Shannon said.

To some, homecoming was a huge, 
almost semester-defining event that 
entailed saving up and preparing for it. 
Berta Shannon-Foster, Class of 1988, 
recounted all of the excitement and 
enthusiasm that came with homecoming, 
starting with the anticipation of it.

“The excitement of getting ready for 
Homecoming: buying that new outfit 
because we dressed up when we went out. 
Before homecoming, we saved our money 
for it. We anticipated. We would not eat 
out as much so we can buy that new outfit 
for the game,” Shannon-Foster said.

She further talked about Homecoming 
itself, where all that time saving up would 
finally pay off.

“The night before, you’re really excited. 
Laying outfits out and reaching out to 
friends. We plan to walk in the game like 
here we are,” Shannon-Foster said. “We 
didn’t do much tailgating. It was all about 
homecoming and homecoming activities. 
All the hard work you done prior to that, 
everything else took a backseat when 
homecoming was coming around. You 
didn’t think about anything else but 
homecoming. The here and now.”

Memories of Homecoming are kept not 

just by UL Lafayette’s alumni, but by the 
L’Acadien yearbook. Books from years past 
hold pictures of old Homecoming games, 
celebrations and traditions.

L’Acadien’s 1988 book recalls 27,300 
students, a record number of at the time, 
attending a dominant Ragin’ Cajuns game 
where they beat the opposing team 45-0. 
The 1991 book tells of an exciting pregame 
Homecoming celebration, featuring a 
performance by the alumni band and the 
rifle corps, followed  by four skydivers 
parachuting in to deliver the game ball at 
kickoff.

L’Acadien also recounts the celebrations 
leading up to the game. The Yell Like 
Hell Pep Rally has long been a traditional 
staple of UL Lafayette’s Homecoming 
Week. The 1991 book also tells of a 
“Car Rally,” in which participants were 
provided clues that led them to various 
checkpoints around Lafayette that they 
would then race to in order to get clues to 
the next location. That year also featured 
a cake giveaway and Faculty Pie Throw, 
along with the traditional Yell Like Hell 
and Homecoming Parade.

Now, UL Lafayette students have the 
chance to make their own memories with 
planned Homecoming events like the 
UPC Fashion Show on Sept. 26, Cajuns 
Got Talent on Sept. 28, the Yell Like 
Hell pep rally on Sept. 29 and more. The 
week will close off with the Homecoming 
Parade on Oct. 1, followed by the game 
between the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
and the South Alabama Jaguars and the 
student tailgate afterwards at Cajun Field.
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Vintage L’Acadien yearbooks.

Homecoming memories from UL 
Lafayette’s alumni and yearbook
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Infinity Dance Group performing at Ragin’ Roar.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Sept. 17
• At 8:52 p.m., officers were dispatched to Cajun Field in reference to a 
break-in. Officers searched Cajun Field, as well as surrounding structures, 
and collected evidence. The evidence that was collected was one 
20-ounce Sprite bottle, one 20-ounce Dasani water bottle, one 10-ounce 
Bud Light beer can, one 10-ounce Michelob Ultra beer and one 40-ounce 
clear plastic bottle. A report was written. 

• At 11:19 p.m., officers reported damage to two exit signs hanging from 
the ceiling in Bonin Hall. A report was generated. 

Sept. 16
• At 9:11 p.m., while officers were patrolling Coronna Hall, a scent of 
something burning was observed and investigated. A report was 
generated. 

Sept. 15 
• At 3:39 p.m., a complaint was made in reference to a possible counterfeit 
$20 bill received in the cashiers’ office. An officer was dispatched, and a 
report was generated. 

Sept. 12
• At 9:48 a.m., an employee at KRVS reported that someone mailed a 
suspicious letter in reference to their music. A report was generated. 

Sept. 11
• At 5:18 p.m., officers were dispatched to the Alumni Center property in 
reference to an individual exposing himself. The suspect was located and 
released on a misdemeanor summons. A report was generated. 

• At 5:28 p.m., officers responded in reference to a suspicious circumstance 
at 619 Mckinley St. An investigation was conducted. A report was 
generated.

Cade Roland
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette has an early Homecoming in 
store, with the event starting Sept. 25, 
and ending Oct. 1. This is a significantly 
earlier Homecoming than the year of 
2021, which started later in October of 
that year.

 With Homecoming shortly on the 
horizon, it brings both beneficial and 
inconvenient times for students. While 
some prefer the later months of October 
for a Homecoming event, others may 
enjoy the celebration taking place earlier 
in Fall.

 Ken Yattor, a senior at UL Lafayette, 
has a preference for an earlier 
Homecoming due to the weather.

 “I think as a whole it’s more 
convenient because, by being earlier, it’s 
not super cold outside while people are 
trying to do stuff,” Yattor said.

 With warmer temperatures in the 
transition from September to October, it 
may warrant more comfortable outdoor 
activities for Homecoming Week. 
However, this time of the semester may 
prove inconvenience to some students.

 Junior Gabby Laine, a 
communications major, expressed 
how an earlier week of Homecoming 
activities is more inconvenient because 
of conflicts with class exams and other 
schoolwork.

 “I think it makes it a little more 
inconvenient for me, because I tend 
to be a lot busier around the end of 
September with exams and work.” Laine 
said.

 With many reasons to back an earlier 
or later Homecoming, it seems like 
the event will bring more comfortable 
temperatures outdoors. Though some 
may just be indifferent towards the 
timeframe of Homecoming.

 Junior Colin Patin, a general studies 
major, expressed positive feelings 
towards the homecoming season, but a 
neutral stance on the timeframe of it.

 “Starting earlier I feel just gets people 
into the spirit of being a student here 
quicker, and when you look at it that 
way, I think it’s a good thing. At the end 
of the day, I’m indifferent about the date, 
since either way it doesn’t add stress to 
my personal life.” Patin said.

Whatever feelings on the timeframe 
of this year’s Homecoming may be, 
an exciting week is planned for UL 
Lafayette students starting on Sep. 25.

Some events lined up for this 
upcoming Homecoming Week include 
the Homecoming Block Party, Cupcake 
Giveaway, Wear Red, Get Fed, Cajuns 
Got Talent, Yell Like Hell, the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) Greek 
Expo and the Homecoming parade. 

For the Cupcake Giveaway, students 
get the opportunity to meet this year’s 
Homecoming Court while getting a 
sweet snack. Wear Red, Get Fed is a 
Homecoming specialty where students 
can wear UL Lafayette clothing and get 
free lunch from UPC. 

Cajuns Got Talent will be held 
in Angelle Hall, and students are 
encouraged to come out and showcase 
their talents and skills. Yell Like Hell 
is the official Homecoming pep rally 
consisting of music, performances and 
other Ragin’ Cajun traditions. 

The NPHC Greek Expo will be the 
place for fraternities and sororities 
to get involved in the step show. The 
Homecoming parade takes place before 
the Homecoming game, and students 
can have fun with UPC and other 
student organizations. 

For more information about 
Homecoming 2022, visit the UL 
Lafayette website.

Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University Program Council 
(UPC) at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette will be hosting their annual 
fashion show during Homecoming 
Week, and the expectations are high due 
to last year’s turnout. 

According to UPC Culture Director, 
Kayla Butler, last year’s fashion show 
had a full house, so they’re expecting the 
same number of people or more for this 
year. 

This year’s theme is “Feeling Vermilion 
and White” which correlates with this 
year’s Homecoming theme “All Roads 
Lead to Vermilion and White”.

Student organizations sign up 
during Homecoming Week to be able 
to participate in the fashion show that 
consists of four categories. Organizations 
can send representatives to walk the 
runway, and individual students who 
want to get involved can also participate 
in the event. 

“The organizations have an option 
to choose which categories they want 
to compete in,” Butler said. “They don’t 
have to compete in all of them.”

Last year’s categories included 
businesswear, sportswear, school spirit 
and streetwear. 

The categories of the fashion show 
this year will be announced during 
Homecoming week. 

The entertainment committee and 
culture committee of UPC came together 
to plan out the event. The directors 
and coordinators from each committee 
worked together to get the event going. 

“We basically divided the tasks among 
all of us, and that’s how we got the job 
done.” Butler said. 

Last year, there was a mixture of 
individual student participation and 
group participation from organizations 
like fraternities and sororities. UPC 
is working towards making this event 
more welcoming for all students, not just 
bigger groups. 

According to Butler, one of the 
highlights of last year’s show was 
seeing individual students sign up and 
confidently showcased their outfits. 

“They really brought their own style, 
and it’s so cool to see that, especially on 
our campus,” Butler said. 

Marisa Shepherd competed in the 
school spirit wear category of last year’s 
show and won first place. According to 
Shepherd, her Kappa Delta line sisters 
helped cheer her on to victory last year, 
and she intends to participate in the 
show again this year. 

“I plan on also competing this year 
in the same category because I loved it 
so much last year!” Shepherd wrote in a 
statement to The Vermilion. 

Another member of Kappa Delta, 
Darby Moreau, just joined the sorority 
last year and wanted to get involved with 

activities with her new sisters at the time. 
When Homecoming last year came, she 
was ready to participate in the events, 
and last year’s fashion show caught her 
attention. 

Moreau participated in the school 
spirit category as well by showcasing her 
newfound membership in Kappa Delta 
as well as expressing her interests in 
fashion. 

“I was super excited when I heard 
about it,” Moreau said. “I wanted to show 
my love for fashion and love for my 
chapter to the student body on campus, 
and that’s exactly what I did.”

One of the main goals for this year’s 
fashion show is to promote inclusivity 
and encourage students to wear what 
they want pridefully. 

“We kind of just let all the 
organizations be free with whatever they 
choose to walk the fashion show in,” 
Butler said. 

The event will take place on Monday, 
Sept. 26 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Cajundome Convention Center.

The fashion show is free for all 
students, but students must get a ticket 
from UPC to enter. There will be promo 
days for UPC to give out tickets, and 
students can also come by the UPC 
office to get a ticket. 

UPC plans to put on annual fashion 
show during Homecoming Week

Graphic by Meg Norwood

An early Homecoming’s 
impact on UL students
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Darby Moreau showcasing her sorority 
letters at last year’s UPC fashion show.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

Last weekend, the Cajuns’ volleyball 
squad traveled to Fort Worth, Texas 
for the TCU Horned Frog Invitational. 
Also attending were the resident Texas 
Christian University Horned Frogs, the 
Abilene Christan Wildcats, the Texas 
State Bobcats and the Alabama Crimson 
Tide.

The Cajuns finished the tournament 
with a 2–0 record to bring their overall 
record to tied for fourth-best in the Sun 
Belt Conference.

First up on Friday, Sept. 16 was 
Alabama, which ended in a Cajuns 
sweep, 25–12, 25–19 and 25–17. 
The second game against Abilene 
Christian on Saturday was much more 
competitive; the Wildcats won the first 
set, but the Cajuns bounced back to 
sweep again, 22–25, 25–12, 25–14 and 
25–21.

Senior Kelsey Bennett and breakout 
freshman Lauryn Hill were the offensive 
maestros the team needed this time 
around. Together, they led the team in 
sets played, kills, digs and aces by a wide 
margin. Bennett averaged an incredible 

4.8 kills and 3.5 digs per set, and Hill 
averaged 2.3 kills per set and 2.2 digs per 
set.

For the Alabama match, sophomore 
blocker Cami Hicks had a notable bump 
in scoring, picking spots intelligently 
and securing four kills. In the Abilene 
Christian match, though, junior hitter 
Celeste Darling stepped into a major 
scoring role for a critical stretch, 
securing nine kills in the match’s four 
sets on top of five assisted blocks on 
defense.

Again leading the team in solo and 
assisted blocks were junior Kara Barnes 

and the aforementioned Hicks; they 
combined for 19 total blocks and posted 
two and 1.3 blocks per set respectively. 
Hicks also made a decent contribution 
on offense with seven kills over nine sets.

Junior and sophomore setters Reka 
Kotorman and Siena DeCambra were 
again first and second in assists for the 
team and put up 15+ assists in three 
of four chances. Junior outside hitter 
Mya Wilson also stepped up and had an 
amazing game against Abilene Christan, 
recording six kills and six assisted 
blocks.

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITERS

On Sept. 27, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette will be having its 
Paint the Town Red event. Hosted by 
the UL Lafayette Alumni Association, 
businesses decorate with red, white 
and Ragin’ Cajuns apparel during 
Homecoming week. This includes 
updating business signs, painting their 
windows, flying the UL Lafayette flag 
and any other acts of showing Cajun 
pride.

Schools are all done virtually ever 
since Covid, this allows more schools to 
participate.This will be the first year that 
businesses can also participate virtually, 
allowing people from all around the 
world to be able to participate. It is a 
way of allowing everyone to show their 
Ragin’ Cajun support and pride.

“Schools are all virtual, it’s just easier 
that way for us to do it. Here we start 
at the virtual thing the year of COVID 
so in 2020, the Fall of ‘20, we did 
everything virtual for homecoming. So 
we kind of just kept that component for 
the school side of it because we knew 
it would probably attract students or 
teachers or classrooms to help out a 
little bit,” Tucker Sappington, assistant 
director of Outreach, Special Programs 
and Sponsorships of UL Lafayette’s 
Alumni Association, said.

“Then with the businesses we went 
back in person last year that we decided 
to keep a virtual spot too, because we 
realized that we have alumni who also 
own businesses outside of a Acadiana, 
in another state, so it gives them an 
opportunity of you know decorating a 
window and sending a picture of it; we 
are just trying to so get it engaged out 
there as much as possible,” Sappington 

continued.
Registered businesses have the 

option to do both interior and exterior 
decorating, if done in person, then 
judges and special guests will visit the 
businesses of the participants.  Virtual 
participants will have to submit their 
photos or videos by Tuesday, Sept. 
27. Winners will be announced on 
Thursday, Sept. 29.

First place, second place, Best 
Newcomer and Most Spirited awards 
will be given out to those winners. 
In order for the business to be able 
to obtain Most Spirited, they must 
include a skit, a chant or any interactive 
participation with their decorations.

  The deadline for registration was on 
Friday, Sept. 16, 2022, or until the spaces 
were filled out. Registration was free but 

space was limited; entries were accepted 
by the order they were received.

Not many students knew about this 
event or what the main idea of the event 
was. 

According to Chris DeJean, a 
freshman majoring in finance, he 
hopes that Paint the Town Red will 
bring everyone together to support UL 
Lafayette.  

“Personally I think it’s a good idea. 
It brings people in Lafayette together 
to show support for one of the best 
colleges in the states. Honestly, I didn’t 
know about the event. I mean I’m glad 
that they’re doing it virtually, so more 
people are showing Cajun pride, but I 
hadn’t heard about this event until now,” 
DeJean said.

 Jaya Henton is a freshman majoring 

in criminal justice and had not heard 
about Paint the Town Red, but thinks it 
is a cool idea.

“I’ve never heard of that,” Henton said, 
“I didn’t know about Paint the Town Red 
but I think it is a nice idea for it to also 
be held virtual and allow others to show 
support to UL.”

Ashantianna Sander, a sophomore 
majoring in criminal justice also had 
not heard about the event, but likes that 
it being virtual gives a chance for more 
people to support UL Lafayette. 

“I hadn’t heard of this event until 
recently, but I think having it virtual 
is a good idea. It’ll give others the 
opportunity to support our school and 
community!” Sander said.

Cajuns volleyball sweeps Alabama 
in a highlight-filled TCU Invitational

UL Alumni to host Paint the 
Town Red virtual and in person

Photo by Boyd Daniels 

Bon Temps Grill participating in last year’s Paint the Town Red. 

Sports

Photo by Andre Broussard 

Coco Gillett (23) goes in for a hit as the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns take on UTSA Saturday, Sept. 3, 2022
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER

On Saturday night, the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns took a trip to Houston to 
play their first road game of the season 
against the Rice Owls. The Cajuns were 
seen by most analysts and fans as heavy 
favorites; with their superior athletic 
talent, Sun Belt-leading pedigree and 
best-in-the-nation 15-game win streak, 
Tipico Sportsbook had the Cajuns as an 
11.5-point favorite for the game.

Rice, on the other hand, had an 
uphill battle ahead for the season. Over 
their last 15 games, the Owls had a 5–9 
record and a -186 point differential, 
including a brutal 0–45 shutout against 
the University of Texas at San Antonio 
Roadrunners last October. Just like last 
week against Eastern Michigan, though, 
if the Owls were in any way intimidated 
by the Cajuns’ winning streak, they did 
not show it at all. The Owls’ offense 
was coming off a week where they had 
beaten the McNeese State Cowboys 
52–10, mostly with their deep passing 
and solid defensive line. Once again, 
the Cajuns had clear reasons to take this 
team seriously, but they did not seem to 
do so in the first half.

From the first possession, an awful 
trend would emerge for the Cajuns’ 
offense; a holding penalty shut down 
an otherwise healthy drive and forced a 
punt. A litany of offensive and defensive 
penalties would total in 85 yards’ worth 
of offense going to waste over the course 
of the game. Their next drive would 
meet the same fate; a false start would 
take a third down out of running range, 
and Cajuns sophomore quarterback 
Chandler Fields would toss the first 
interception of his collegiate career. 

Fortunately, the Cajuns’ defense 
again showed why their +7 turnover 
differential exists. Near the end of 
the first quarter, Cajuns freshman 
cornerback Caleb Anderson secured an 
interception of his own and returned it 
54 yards all the way for a touchdown to 
take the lead 7–3.

To start the second quarter, the 

Cajuns’ play-callers decided they had 
had enough of kicking and went for it 
on fourth-and-1 in the red zone – with a 
pass. This inevitably failed and sacrificed 
points that could have been impactful 
on the flow of the game later. Most of the 
second quarter was then taken up by a 
lengthy Rice touchdown drive, totaling 
nearly eight minutes and 13 plays. Then, 
with three minutes left in the first half, 
Cajuns sophomore defensive end Nijel 
McGriff faked a rush, dropped back into 
coverage and caught an interception to 
set up the Cajuns in the red zone. The 
resulting Cajuns’ touchdown would take 
the lead, and the following Rice two-
minute drill would be held to a field goal 
for a score of 14–13 in the Cajuns’ favor.

In the second half, though, the Cajuns 
would completely melt on contact 
with the adjustments that the Owls 
would make. Everything was a hazy 

masterpiece of messy football: poor 
tackling, blown coverages, poorly-
schemed pass rushes and incorrect 
reads were the results of an overworked, 
underprepared defense. Offense was 
no better; the team could not afford 
to establish the run, first as a result of 
penalties, and later because the scoring 
deficit gradually grew too great to vary 
the offense. By the end, the Owls had 
outscored the Cajuns 17–7 in the second 
half to clutch the win, including two 
touchdowns in the fourth quarter.

A particularly upsetting ‘lack of 
discipline’ moment came near the end 
of the second quarter, when Cajuns 
senior linebacker Jourdan Quibodeaux 
struck Rice sophomore guard Braedon 
Nutter in the helmet after the play 
was blown dead, resulting in a costly 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. 
Then, a disturbing twist was discovered 

after the game by Twitter user @
ItzTheIceMan, who posted a close-up 
of the game broadcast showing what 
appeared to be Nutter inappropriately 
touching Quibodeaux moments before 
the outburst. Fellow Cajuns linebacker 
Kris Moncrief would later quote tweet 
the footage, further alleging in his 
caption that Nutter had used racist 
remarks to address him during the 
game. Obviously, there is no place in 
football for such behavior, and if there 
is any truth in these claims, a player 
suspension could be in order.

The Cajuns will look to again grasp 
their season’s hopes in Monroe against 
their daughter school, the Louisiana-
Monroe Warhawks. This is the definition 
of a must-win game; if the result is even 
close, panic may officially set in for 
Cajuns’ fans everywhere.

Ragin’ Cajuns football’s winning 
streak broken by the Rice Owls

Photo by Andre Broussard

Rhett Guidry (#82 Tight End) racing onto the field with his teammate by his side to face the Rice Owls.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Jacobe Kibodi (0) runs with the ball as Louisiana takes on Rice University Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Rhys Byrns(#47 Punter) as Louisiana takes on Rice University Saturday, Sept. 17.
Photo by Andre Broussard

Cajuns go in for a tackle.
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Isaac Henry, Caelan Broussard
SPORTS EDITOR, SPORTS WRITER

When one thinks of Ben Wooldridge, 
a lot comes to mind. Some may think 
he’s the backup quarterback for the 
Ragin’ Cajuns. Others may call him just 
a transfer from Fresno State University. 
Others simply call him Ben. But when 
taking the podium at the Cajuns’ official 
press conference on Wednesday, Sept. 
14, we saw a side of Ben Wooldridge that 
not many get to see on a daily basis.

Matt Sullivan, communications 
director for the football team, led 
Wooldridge to the press conference 
podium. He seemed a bit nervous 
answering the reporters’ questions. 
But eventually, after repeated inquiries 
attempting to peer into his relationship 
with the staff and generate tension in 
the quarterback room, a simple question 
was posed: “Who are some of the 
coaches and trainers who pushed you to 
be better in Foothill High and coming 
out of it?”

 Wooldridge was an extremely 
talented quarterback while playing 
for the Foothill Falcons in Pleasanton, 
California. Not only did he have a 

great arm, but he could scramble and 
gain a few yards when the situation 
called for it: “During his junior season, 
he passed for 2,700 yards with 27 
touchdowns, he completed 64 percent 
of his pass attempts and added six 
rushing touchdowns,” as stated by his 
UL Athletics biography. As a senior, he 
led the Foothill Falcons to a 7–3 record, 
earning MVP for the East Bay Athletic 
League. 

When asked the question of who 
pushed him to be better, Wooldridge 
paused and thought a moment before 
responding, “I had excellent coaches, 
Coach John Evans, Matt Sweeney….
they’ve helped me tremendously and 
I still talk to them every day.” He grew 
misty-eyed as he continued: “So yeah, 
probably them – well, not even probably 
them, most definitely them. And then 
my trainer that I go to every time I’m 
home, Victor James. I wouldn’t be here 
without them.”

After his high school career, he had 
many schools interested in him. In an 
April 2017 interview with Recruiting 
News Guru, Wooldridge mentioned 
San Jose State, Hawaii and California 
had expressed interest in his play, and 

that among his visits were University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), University 
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and 
Colorado State, but in the end, he chose 
Fresno State.

After a redshirt freshman year, 
Wooldridge saw some game action in 
2019, most notably against two schools 
he had passed on: UNLV and San Jose 
State. He only took the field in a couple 
of clean-up drives, but he would have 
a couple more chances in the following 
season. According to Fresno State 
Athletics, he threw for 80 yards on just 
12 attempts against UNLV and posted 
his first real highlight with a 35-yard 
pass in that game. After spending his 
time behind Jake Haener, it was time for 
a change of scenery.

 WHen it came time to consider 
Louisiana, he was no stranger to the 
state. 

“My grandparents live over in Slidell 
which is awesome. My mom is from 
here, from Metairie… grew up there. 
My dad wasn’t born here, wasn’t raised 
here, but came here for college, went to 
Tulane. So yeah, I wouldn’t say that I’m 
new to Louisiana. I’ve been here, my 
family’s been here,” Woolridge said. “My 

grandparents live over in Slidell, right on 
the water of Lake Pontchartrain, and it’s 
great to have them here.”

 When asked if the history had an 
impact on his final transfer decision: 
“100 percent. I think, well obviously 
coming from California across the 
country, it makes a big impact to have 
some family around.”

 When asked what his biggest 
adjustment was between the schools: “I 
don’t think there was a real adjustment 
because you just try to support the guy 
you’re working with… coming to work 
every day, doing your best every day.”

 These words have rung true for 
Wooldridge, as he’s diligently spent 
time improving behind Levi Lewis and 
Chandler Fields. This young season 
has been a huge statement year for 
Wooldridge, as he’s split time with Fields 
at a consistent rate. Sept. 17 against 
Eastern Michigan marked the game of 
his career: an incredible 12-for-13, 169 
yards and 3 touchdowns.

 Wooldridge’s final words of the press 
conference summed up a great mindset 
to have for any football player working 
for their shot in college: “The harder you 
work, the more things fall your way.”

Ben Wooldridge: a fresh face from 
Fresno, or a true homecoming story?

Photo by Andre Broussard 

Ben Wooldridge getting set for a pass. 

Roger Federer retires from tennis
Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

On Thursday, men’s professional 
tennis star Roger Federer took to 
Twitter to post his official retirement 
announcement. He began by thanking 
his family, friends, competitors and 
fans, then got straight to the point: “As 
many of you know, the past three years 
have presented me with challenges in 
the form of injuries and surgeries. I’ve 
worked hard to return to full competitive 
form.”

He continued, ”But I also know my 
body’s capacities and limits, and its 
message to me lately has been clear. I am 
41 years old. I’ve played more than 1,500 
matches over 24 years. Tennis has treated 
me more generously than I ever would 
have dreamt, and now I must recognize 
when it is time to end my competitive 
career.”

He left the sport having racked up one 
of the greatest collections of accolades 
ever: a 1,251–275 professional win-
loss record; 103 Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) Tour singles titles, 
second-best in the Open Era; 20 Grand 
Slam tournament singles titles, good 
for third-best all-time; Olympic singles 

silver and doubles gold medals; and 
wins in Grand Slam finals against all of 
the top competitors of his time. From 
2004 to 2007, he held the No.1 ATP 
world ranking for 237 weeks, the longest 
consecutive stretch in tennis history.

Federer’s feats against his era’s level 
of competition will surely one day 
soon have its own documentary. To 
summarize, he won his first Grand Slam 
at Wimbledon in 2003 at the age of 22. 
He beat a relatively young field on his 
way to the championship, highlighted 
by a 7–6, 6–3, 6–3 semifinal against No. 
1-ranked Andy Roddick. He would go 
on to hold a 21–3 professional record 
over Roddick including a 4–0 Grand 
Slam final record, until Roddick’s 
retirement in 2012. It’s one of the most 
prolific and lopsided rivalries between 
stars in the sport’s history.

As older legends of the 1990s like Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi started to 
retire, more titles quickly followed for 
Federer. Roddick’s story is an outlier, but 
not the exception; many players were 
prevented from reaching their potential 
legacies by Federer. There were two 
who would come to rival him over the 
late 2000s and into the 2010s, however: 
Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic. 

Both came to hold winning records 
over him, 24–16 and 27–23 respectively. 
Federer has played these two in Grand 
Slam finals a whopping 43 times. 16 of 
Federer’s 20 Grand Slam championships 
were won over one of these players.

Nadal would tweet his farewell to 

Federer just hours after his retirement 
announcement, wishing him and his 
family well and adding, “I’ll see you in 
London”. Federer’s final professional 
matches will be played at the Laver Cup 
in London this week, starting on Sept. 
23.

Photo by Getty Images

Roger Federer waving to the crowd. 
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Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

For anybody who has ever gone to 
high school or college, homecoming is 
something that everyone in America 
can recognize, and most people are 
eager to attend. After all, it is an event 
that is only comparable to prom night. 
Who would not want to engage in this 
age-old tradition? Despite most people 

having some sort of familiarity with 
the concept of homecoming, you do 
not expect the average person to know 
where this whole idea came from in the 
first place. 

Before we discuss the history of 
homecoming, what even is it? Not 
everybody might know, but here 
is your opportunity to be filled in. 
Homecoming is when students or even 
members of a club are welcomed back 
to celebrate an event or organization. 

What it entails is usually a full week 
of build-up with different themes and 
activities, a football game, a dance and 
a variety of other things. There is also 
the ability to vote for homecoming king 
and queen.

Many schools and colleges claim to 
have had the first homecoming event 
in history, such as Baylor University, 
the University of Missouri and the 
University of Illinois.The origins of this 
tradition can, nonetheless, be traced 

back to the early 19th century in the 
west. Homecoming is unheard of in 
most other countries, being a tradition 
closely knitted to American youth. 
However, it is not uncommon for 
movies to mention the event, which is 
most likely how people from countries 
other than America have been exposed 
to the idea.

Homecoming back then was not 
much different than how it is carried 
out today, either. All of the familiar 
elements were there: a football game, 
dances and other things of that nature. 
They were all meant to rally for and 
strengthen school spirit, or perhaps 
boost morale for other organizations as 
well. Fast forward to the present, and 
things are still pretty much the same. 
The only exception is technology and 
how it has affected these traditions. 
During the late 1800s and early to 
mid 1900s, we, of course, did not have 
the vehicles we have today, nor the 
capabilities for events that were as 
extravagant.

If you go to any homecoming dance 
nowadays, there will be music that 
is most likely not live. Thanks to our 
phones and computers, we can simply 
play whatever music we like, when 
we want to. Not to mention tailgates, 
which would not even exist without 
modern vehicles such as trucks. After 
all, it is where we get the word “tailgate” 
from: the back panel of a truck that can 
be lowered for people to sit inside the 
truck bed. 

With all of that said, homecoming is 
one of the biggest events of the year for 
any high school or college student, and 
hopefully now you are more familiar 
with where it originated and basically, 
what it consists of. Even despite all of 
the years separating modern day society 
from how it was in the early 1900s, we 
can still celebrate the same things and 
all come together as one to share in our 
school spirit and goodwill. 

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

The origins of Homecoming 
and what makes it so significant

Photo by Meg Norwood

Past Homecoming game from 2009-2010 Acadian yearbook.

Allons

The Saints Unravel Following 
4th quarter brawl vs. Buccaneers
Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Quarterback Jameis Winston and the 
New Orleans Saints unraveled in the 
fourth quarter of Sunday’s week two loss 
against Tom Brady and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. The final score was 20–10.

Brady and the Bucs have experienced 
a great deal of frustration against New 
Orleans since he joined Tampa Bay in 
2020. The lack of execution on offense in 
this game coupled with the already high 
tension between these two teams led to 
chaos at the start of the fourth quarter.

After Brady wanted a holding penalty 
called on Saints cornerback Marshon 
Lattimore following an incompletion, 
the two started jawing at each other, 
which led to Lattimore shoving Tampa 
Bay running back Leonard Fournette. 
Bucs receiver Mike Evans ran in and 
shoved Lattimore to the ground, 
sparking a huge scuffle and a pileup of 
players on the ground.

Following the brawl, both Lattimore 
and Evans were penalized for 
unsportsmanlike conduct and ejected for 
the remainder of the game.

Tampa Bay’s defense intercepted 
Winston three times in the contest, all 
of which came after the fourth-quarter 
scuffle. Tampa Bay scored 17 points off 
of the three interceptions, allowing them 
to seal the victory over New Orleans.

The Saints turned the ball over a total 
of five times on Sunday. In addition to 
the three interceptions, running back 
Mark Ingram II fumbled the ball in 
the red zone near the end of the third 

quarter and rookie wideout Chris Olave 
fumbled the ball late in the fourth as he 
hit the ground after not being downed 
by contact.

New Orleans’ defense was once again 
dominant despite the loss. The team held 
Fournette to just 2.7 yards per carry on 
24 attempts and held the Bucs as a whole 
to 72 rushing yards. Brady was held 
under 200 passing yards and threw just 
one touchdown pass to wideout Breshad 
Perriman.

The defense for New Orleans 
registered just one sack against Tampa 
Bay. Defensive tackles Shy Tuttle and 
David Onyemata combined to bring 
down Brady. Tuttle also led the team 
with nine tackles.

Unlike the shoving match that ensued 
in the fourth, there weren’t many 
offensive fireworks in this one. Receiver 
Michael Thomas led the team with six 
receptions and caught the only Saints 
touchdown while Olave paced the team 
with 80 receiving yards.

The absence of five-time Pro Bowl 
running back Alvin Kamara meant 
the Saints would rely on running 
backs Mark Ingram II and Dwayne 
Washington. Ingram led the team with 
60 rushing yards on 10 carries while 
Washington finished with 18 yards on 
just four carries. Utility man Taysom 
Hill broke off a 13-yard run early in the 
game, but wasn’t used much afterwards.

Winston, who was dealing with four 
fractures in his back, per CBS, again 
got off to a slow start. For the second 
straight week, Winston finished the first 
half throwing for under 100 yards. His 

longest completion of the day went to 
Olave for 51 yards.

Saints kicker Wil Lutz drilled a 31-
yard field goal on the opening drive of 
the game. That would end up being the 
only points of the first half for either 
team.

Both teams were missing key offensive 
players due to injuries. The Saints were 
without Kamara due to injured ribs and 
wide receiver Tre’Quan Smith due to a 
shoulder issue.

Across the field, the Bucs were playing 
without two of their best wide receivers 
and several offensive linemen. Pro 
Bowl receiver Chris Godwin sat with a 
hamstring injury while two time All-Pro 
receiver Julio Jones was absent with a 
banged up knee. Pro Bowl center Ryan 
Jensen, tackle Donovan Smith and guard 
Aaron Stinnie were all unavailable for 

this contest.
New Orleans played their first home 

game of the 2022 season against the 
Bucs, as their week one win over the 
Falcons came in Atlanta. This marks the 
first home opener for the team under 
new head coach and former defensive 
coordinator Dennis Allen.

Both teams came into week two with 
a 1–0 record. The Saints pulled off a 
thrilling comeback 27–26 victory over 
the Falcons in their season opener last 
week. Tampa Bay defeated the Dallas 
Cowboys in their season opener last 
week 19–3 in Arlington, Texas.

The Saints will be on the road next 
week in Charlotte, North Carolina to 
take on another division rival in the 
Carolina Panthers. Kickoff is set for 
noon EST and will be broadcast on FOX.

Photo by Getty Images

Buccaneers wide receiver Mike Evans (#13) grapples Saints safety Marcus Maye (#6).
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Kay Padilla 
ALLONS WRITER

Please don’t make that face, I had a 
very valid reason. For some very needed 
context, in my high school years I never 
went to a homecoming or a prom dance. 
Dances and big social gatherings are not 
my thing. 

It was my senior year, and my two 
friends were pushing for me to go to 
my last ever high school homecoming 
dance. I decided to finally go because 

it had been a hectic year, and I wanted 
at least one good memory. I completely 
missed the fact that I had an ACT test 
the very same day as the homecoming 
dance. 

I still decided to go. I meticulously 
planned my day, hour by hour. I wanted 
to make sure I had time to debrief from 
the test and still have enough time to 
get ready for the dance: Hair, makeup, 
the dress, all those things. The day of 
homecoming comes around, and the 
universe does not want to follow my 
schedule. 

I wake up at around 6 a.m., since 
ACT tests are early, and I calmly walk to 
the bathroom to freshen up. The night 
before, I printed out my ACT ticket and 
left it on my couch in the living room. I 
did not want to forget it, so I made sure 
to leave it in a place where I could see it 
in the morning.

  As I am crossing through the 
living room, I hear a wet, squelching 
sound, like someone was chewing on 
something. At that moment my brain 
was working faster than my body.

 I remembered that I had a teething 
puppy, who was known for chewing on 
random objects. It felt like I was viewing 
this next sequence of events in slow 
motion. 

I turn my eyes towards the sound that 
was coming from the couch, and there I 
find the culprit. My puppy was happily 
munching on my ACT ticket. I panic 
because it is 6 a.m., and there are no 
printers available near me, so printing a 
new ticket was not going to be possible. 

Zoya, my puppy, looks at me with her 
soulless eyes and takes an even bigger 
chunk of my ticket into her mouth. She’s 
holding my ticket in between her front 
paws, like some sort of dragon guarding 
their hoard pile of gold. I start sprinting 
towards her, and she buries my ticket 
under her body. 

I grab her and lift her up, grabbing my 
ticket from under her. I flatten my ticket 
out, and I see that I am missing the 
bottom half of my paper. A fight breaks 
out, not literally. 

I have never wrestled an alligator, but I 
can assume it would be similar to prying 
a puppy’s jaws open. I managed to rescue 
and tape together whatever ticket pieces 
I had left. 

I was able to arrive at my test site and 
take my test with my taped ticket. Yes, I 

did receive weird stares. After that hectic 
morning, I returned home and started 
getting ready.

 Yet again, the universe was not on my 
side. I had bought a last minute dress 
that had a corset-like back. This meant 
that I needed help with the never ending 
loops and strings. When I got home, I 
realized that my entire family was busy. 
No one was there to help me. 

I somehow fastened my dress on and 
planned to have my friends help me put 
it on at the restaurant we were eating at. 
So far, so good.

Wrong. I start driving to go to the 
restaurant and as soon as I leave my 
neighborhood, I get stuck in bumper to 
bumper traffic. I arrived at the restaurant 
an hour late and with a dress half 
fastened. 

I wish I had a crazy story about 
the actual homecoming dance, but I 
don’t. My friends and I arrived at the 
dance, we sat at the tables provided and 
watched people dance. Again, big social 
events are not my thing. The music was 
extremely loud, the DJ played weird 
sound mixes, and no one was really 
enjoying it.

 So my friends and I promised we 
would stay at least 10 minutes; we stayed 
a grand total of five minutes. We left the 
dance and went to an ice cream shop. 
It also happened to be the coldest night 
of December, so taking pictures was a 
painful ordeal. 

My homecoming experience wasn’t 
the best, obviously, but I had pretty 
supportive friends to cheer me up along 
the way. The moral to this story is, 
surround yourself with funny people 
and the bad days aren’t so bad. Also, if 
the universe gives you a sign not to do 
something, don’t wait for the fourth or 
fifth sign. 

I genuinely wanted to disown my
malicious dog on homecoming night

Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

It is that time of year again when 
we dust off our shelved University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette merch and 
become die-hard Ragin’ Cajuns. There is 
one side of the spectrum of people that 
will not be able to move on with life if 
they do not go to every homecoming 
event including the games, and then 
there is the other side where those 
people only go to tailgates to find friends 
and get tipsy or drunk. Then, as you are 
trying to sober up a little bit, you turn 
around and go to the after parties to get 
even more tipsy or drunk.

Now, the reason why this is 
the preference when it comes to 
homecomings is vague, but there is 
something about that Jungle Juice/
Bacardi Mango mix that relieves 

people of life’s problems, even if it is 
only for the weekend. Sure, you have 
like three tests to study for and like six 
homework assignments, but when it is 
Homecoming Week, that assignment 
you need to “pass the class” suddenly 
does not matter anymore. 

 I remember last year going to my 
first tailgate and my first Homecoming 
game. To say it was a film, production 
and showing at the theaters is an 
understatement. Seeing people that you 
forgot go to the same school as you or 
seeing people you have not seen since 
elementary, middle or high school gives 
you a surreal feeling in your belly.

 The only downside to this one-of-a-
kind experience is actually getting to 
your destination. What I mean is that 
the tens of thousands of alumni that 
pre-pre-reserved their parking spots 
as well as their tailgate set-up take top 

priority. Then, there is the entire state 
of Louisiana who all wants to go to the 
Grant Street Dancehall at 9 p.m.

 From walking and/or trying to find 
a spot for tailgating and then washing, 
rinsing and repeating hours later for 
a party, it does begin to get tiresome. 
There is not even a guarantee that you 
get into parties because for half of the 
time, you are in line. That, ladies and 
gentlemen, brings down the party vibe.

 Regardless, once you have gone 
to your first Homecoming, you are 
definitely going to the next one. Once 
you have become a part of the film, 
production and showing at the theaters, 
you are going to want to be in the 
sequel and quite possibly the following 
franchises. Homecoming is the biggest 
school-pride event of the year where all 
kinds of shenanigans can unfold. 

 I went to Baton Rouge High, so I did 

not get the chance to rep my school’s 
football or basketball team. We had 
quizbowl, tennis, soccer, track and 
other sports that homecoming would 
not center around. When I went to 
Homecoming last year, it was an eye-
opening moment on what I missed in 
high school. 

 This year, who knows what this 
sequel will include. Who knows what 
UL Lafayette will put out as a trailer for 
the Homecoming movie. All I know, 
whether you go to a kickback and 
something chill or a cramped party with 
no room to turn up, Homecoming is 
what you make of it. Moral of the story: 
you only live once, so why not become 
one of those die-hard Ragin Cajuns and 
go to this one football game the entire 
season? It is all in the name of having a 
good time. 

Once again It’s the time 
for tailgates and after parties

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Graphic by Julia McDow
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Rating my favorite dance scenes
from my homecoming experiences

How a dress made my best 
memories of Homecoming dance
Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

My favorite part about any school 
dance was always picking out what dress 
I would wear. I loved going to the store 
with my mom and trying on a bunch of 
dresses until I found the one that suits 
me. The one that immediately makes 
me say, “This is the one.” Very few times 
in my life will I have a reason to get all 
dolled up. The other time will probably 
be my wedding which is years away in the 
future. 

I did not have a prom during my 
junior or senior year of high school 
because of COVID-19. I didn’t even have 
a homecoming dance during my senior 
year, but I did have a homecoming dance 
during my freshman, sophomore and 
junior years.

Anyway, back to the dress, I knew it 
was the one when I saw myself in it. It 
was burgundy and had a corset back 
and jewels around the pocket. You heard 
that right, pockets! The pockets were 
deep, and I could put my phone in them 
and not worry about it falling out while 
dancing. The pockets were a lot deeper 
than standard jean pockets. The dress 
hit just above my knees. The best part 
of it was a petticoat built into the dress, 
making it poofy, and I could twirl in it. I 
was living my Disney princess dreams. I 
had a faux leather jacket that I picked up 
a day earlier at Charlotte Russe to give my 
dress some extra flare and because it was 
cool for the night. The shoes were silver 
and sparkly, strappy kitten heels but very 
uncomfortable. I remember all the girls 
dancing barefoot by the end of the night. 

High heels were scattered everywhere on 
the Heymann Center ballroom floor. 

The dress fit my personality perfectly. 
It was colorful but still understated. I did 
not want anything too loud, you know? I 
was not trying to impress anyone; I only 
wanted to make myself happy. And I did 
make myself happy. 

I wore this dress for the first time at 
my sophomore year homecoming. At 
my freshman homecoming, I wore the 
dress from my eighth-grade dance. This 
will become a recurring pattern for me 
because I would wear the burgundy 
dress at my junior year homecoming 

again. And yes, I still wore the very 
uncomfortable silver kitten heels. People 
are right when they say “beauty is pain” 
sometimes. I firmly believe it is okay to 
wear the same dress, especially if you feel 
confident. In my experience, no one will 
notice you are wearing the same dress. 
They will still compliment you on it. 

My dress was the perfect outfit. The 
burgundy dress is just a very versatile 
garment. It can be worn at weddings 
and parties, or maybe you just want to 
wear the dress around the house because 
sometimes you want to feel fancy for no 
reason. The dress would make its third 

appearance at a close friend of mine’s 
graduation party. The dress code for the 
celebration was formal. But do not worry, 
the silver kitten heels did not get invited 
to this event. This time I wore black 
block-strappy heels. They were a little 
more bearable to wear. 

My school dances might have 
disappeared because of a global 
pandemic, but I still cherish my 
memories. The burgundy dress is a 
tangible reminder of all the good times, 
and I can’t wait to discover what the 
future may hold.

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

In the school dance scene of “Spider-
Man: Homecoming”, Peter walks to his 
date in defeat because he knows he has 
to leave. Of course there is no way that 
Spider-Man can have a normal prom 
when there is so much going on in the 
world. Now let’s switch the movie. One of 
my favorite romantic movies as a kid was 
“A Cinderella Story” starring Hilary Duff. 

I do not know if it was her love interest 
or the story plot that enchanted me. The 
scene where they left the dance to go to 
a more quiet area and all of a sudden 
these beautiful lights came on as they 
were dancing. Then, a band started 
playing the sweetest love song. Yeah, 
I blame this scene for me having such 
high expectations for what I thought my 
homecoming was going to be like during 
highschool. 

Then, there was the movie “Mean 

Girls.” My favorite part of the dance scene 
was when Katy broke the prom crown 
and gave a piece to everyone who she felt 
was deemed an outcast or just deserved 
to win. She made this speech apologizing 
to everyone she hurt during her time 
being someone she was not. It took her 
being herself to get the guy. 

Now let’s shut off the TV because 
none of these movies were cohesive to 
my highschool experience. However, 
the movies being inconsistent with my 
highschool experience could have a lot 
to do with the horrifying obsession that 
I had with Justin Bieber. Using a big fan 
account to get Justin Bieber to take you to 
homecoming was embarrassing enough, 
but I digress. 

Although, I guess that wouldn’t be as 
embarrassing as telling your date that you 
are Spider-Man, and you cannot attend 
because you have to save the world. At 
least, Peter Parker was smart enough to 
keep that tidbit to himself. 

I always imagined my homecoming 
experience being like “Another Cinderella 
Story.” The fact that I didn’t have a 
boyfriend was one thing, but no one 
from my school even danced together. I 
remember bringing a date for one of the 
dances I attended, and keep in mind, my 
mother dropped us off. Our parents took 
our picture and as soon as we got to the 
dance, we seperated. 

Everyone seemed like they left their 
dates just to dance with their friends. 
Now they did have the couples who 
had no friends but each other, so they 
remained close. When the slow songs 
came on, we awkwardly danced; atleast, 
I was awkward. I couldn’t stop thinking 
about where I was going to eat with my 
friends after the dance, and if my date 
was paying. However, on the outside I 
smiled praying that a fast song was going 
to come on. 

Honestly, “Mean Girls” had to be the 
most realistic movie when it came to my 

experience. The scene where she was just 
having fun dancing with her friends was 
literally the best part of homecoming for 
me. Most of my happiest memories are 
with the people I called my friends. The 
feeling of being yourself with people who 
accept you is unmatched. 

I know that when we see these 
romantic teen movies, it is so easy 
to want to live one out. However, I 
wouldn’t trade that platonic love that I 
felt genuinely for a romantic slow dance. 
Well maybe I would if I had Hilary Duff ’s 
co-star. 

If I had to rank these movies based 
on my experience, “Mean Girls” 
would be number one. “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming” would be a close second, 
and “A Cinderella Story’’ would be last. 
Now if I was rating them based on the 
experience that I wanted at that time, the 
order would definitely be reversed. 

Graphic by Conner Zimmerman
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“What are your plans for 
homecoming?”

Redeemer Buatsi
COMMUNICATIONS  GRADUATE STUDENT

“Watch a movie.”

Cora Mcintyre
VISUAL ARTS  FRESHMAN

“Maybe hit the 
Bulldog.”

Day Buteler
PRE-MED PSYCHOLOGY FRESHMAN

“I have no plans.”

Mallory Robinson
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  FRESHMAN

“Hangout and watch 
movies in my dorm.”

Braylynn King
NURSING  FRESHMAN

“Go to the events.”

Ashlyne Crane
COMMUNICATIONS  GRADUATE STUDENT

“Go to the game .”

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Aidan Milford.

COMIC

Paint the town 
red
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