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UL Lafayette to establish lab school 
Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette plans to establish a lab school 
which provides education majors 
an opportunity to attain hands-on 
experience with youth around the 
community.

The UL Lafayette Learning Laboratory 
project is led by an interdisciplinary 
team of faculty across the university and 
the College of Education. According to 
Assistant Professor of Curriculum and 
Instruction Aimee Barber and Director  
of the Center for Innovative Learning 
and Assessment Technologies Douglas 
Williams, there are a number of factors 
that affected Louisiana education. A 
growing teacher shortage is among those 
issues, with more than half a million 
teachers leaving the profession since 
2020.

 “It’s a tangle of issues,” Williams said.
 In an effort to combat the ongoing 

teacher shortage and to elevate Louisiana 
out of a perpetual low-standing for 
education nationally, future teachers 
within the education major at UL 
Lafayette will be given an environment 
that provides hands-on experience. 

“We plan to immerse upcoming 
teachers in the lab school,” Barber said. 

Education students in their third year 
will be placed in the lab school, which 
grants the opportunity to develop skills 
that will carry on into their internships 
and careers.

With the Learning Lab, the team 
seeks to develop and exercise new 
practices for upcoming teachers such 
as maker-centered learning and design 
thinking. They aim to not only develop 
knowledge, but the skills and disposition 
to effectively implement what they have 
learned when moving into year-long 
residencies.

According to Barber and Williams, 
the Learning Lab seeks to mediate 
these issues by building respect and 
prestige for the profession of teaching 
and streamlining the process for new 
teachers. Louisiana teachers can bring 
these aspects into schools across the state 
by utilizing the strategies they learned 
from the Learning Lab.

“We asked ourselves, how do we 
take a seat at the table for improving 

education,” Barber said. “We have a 
foundation for improving education, but 
it’s been so disorganized until now.”

Additionally, the Learning Lab will 
partner with schools around the state 
to invite teachers to attend trainings 
in the school to spread the techniques 
and processes being developed. The 
teachers who attend these trainings 
can then bring them into their native 
school and implement these techniques. 
This can identify the strengths and 
weaknesses in the developing techniques 
in how they interact with other learning 
environments.

A primary focus for the Learning Lab 
will be the development of the students 
attending. It will incorporate a variety of 
unique methods for learning, including 
outdoor classrooms, maker spaces 
and cooking labs. It seeks to offer an 
environment that will promote growth 
in multiple facets of development, both 
creative and analytical. 

Using these methods, Roberts said he 
hopes that students will be encouraged 
to pursue science, technologies, 
engineering and math. 

“We want to get them interested in 
STEM early, so that spark will stick 
around,” professor Nathan Roberts with 
Education Foundations and Leadership 
said.

Roberts plans for youth attending the 
Learning Lab to go on trips which would 
use the knowledge they accumulated 
throughout the year and to apply this 
knowledge in a practical setting.

The school will eventually offer 
an environment for students from 
kindergarten up to 12th grade. The 
team plans to open the school initially 
from kindergarten through third grade, 
and add more grades as development 
progresses.

Students of the lab school will not be 
limited to local youth. 

“This isn’t just a school for faculty 
students,” Barber said. “We want this 
to reach a diverse number of students 
across Acadiana, Lafayette and the whole 
state.” 

Students will pay tuition to attend, but 
some students may apply to pay reduced 
or no tuition to attend.

The school will implement an after-
school program which would be 
available to students from different 

schools across the area. It will offer 
non-Learning Lab students a chance to 
experience the same learning techniques 
used at the Learning Lab.

From day one, students of the 
Learning Lab will be considered students 
of the university, and have access to the 
benefits given to college students. They 
can access Edith Garland Dupré Library, 
the student fitness center, and any other 
service that a Cajun Card can access. 
“This may entice them to stay with the 
university following high school, and 
bring the skills they developed back into 
our university,” said Roberts.

While attending students may be 
analyzed for research, Barber says 
she hopes they can provide a suitable 
environment for student growth.

The school will fall under an 
independent school district, meaning 
they will not be required to prepare for 
standardized testing the same as schools 
in the Lafayette Parishes. 

“We will follow state guidelines, but 
how we go about it is totally up to us,” 
said Roberts.

While the school will have access 
to similar funding as other schools in 
the area, they have restructured it in 

a way that is suitable for the school’s 
operations. 

“We created a budget to make it work,” 
Roberts said. “Others may look at us and 
say, it only works because of the funding, 
but that isn’t the case. We have the same 
funding as other schools, we just used it 
differently.” 

The Learning Lab is a project that 
UL Lafayette has worked on for several 
years. “We’ve been working on this for 
eight or nine years now, and we are really 
the closest we’ve been,” Roberts said. 
“If it fails, that alone is research. The 
freedom to try that research is what the 
lab school is all about.”

Completion of the Learning Lab is still 
a few years off, according to Roberts.

“If we wanted to open for the fall of 
next school year, we would have to be 
fully ready now, and we just aren’t,” 
Roberts said.

UL Lafayette is currently looking into 
renovation opportunities to provide a 
home to the UL Lafayette Laboratory 
School. For updates about the UL 
Lafayette Learning Lab and to learn 
more, go to https://www.ullearninglab.
org/, where you can request updates as 
they become available.

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s freshman class for the fall of 
2022 is one of the largest classes that the 
college has had in the past five years. 
There are currently over 2,900 students 
that have enrolled at UL Lafayette, 
making this one of the top five largest 
classes in the university’s history. 

 UL Lafayette has welcomed these 
students who have made the decision to 
attend college here after completing high 
school. The school has made an effort 
to reach them, guide them through 
admissions and assist them in their first 
year of college.  

 Due to COVID-19, students starting 
college these past two years have had to 
deal with the struggles of the pandemic. 
The university has contributed one 
reason for the enrollment increase 
to the return of classes to in-person 
instruction. 

 According to Vice President of 
Enrollment Management DeWayne 
Bowie, “This university has a very long 
history of providing a very high-quality 
education for our students as well as a 
great experience for them.”

Students are choosing UL Lafayette 
for reasons such as geographic location, 
academic achievement and family-
oriented environment. The university’s 
Cajun and Creole culture is also a large 

part of the reason that students are 
enrolling. 

“The Cajun and Creole culture is 
so welcoming and inviting, and that 
resonates with a lot of students,” Bowie 
said. 

Ava Dupre, freshman majoring in 
psychology, made the decision to attend 
UL Lafayette for convenience and 
financial reasons, but was also really 
drawn to the university for the culture.

 “I grew up around the university 
and I had already been akin to 
understanding what the football games 
involved, what classes were like and 
what the student body itself was like as 
well,” Dupre said.

UL Lafayette achieved Carnegie 
R1 classification last semester, giving 
the university academic recognition 
and attracting new students. Another 
contributing factor is the faculty-to-
student ratio that allows students to 
better interact with their instructors as 
well. 

“The professors were always the nicest 
and spent the most time making sure 
you were helped whenever you have any 
confusion,” Ashley Prejean, a freshman 
majoring in psychology, said.

At the Office of Undergraduate 
Recruitment, admission counselors 
act as recruiters for UL Lafayette by 
reaching out to high school students in 
different regions across the state.  

According to Ruben Henderson, 
associate director of Admissions and 
Recruitment, “We have individuals 
that actually live in areas so that high 
schools, students and high school 

counselors have more quick and more 
efficient access to our staff members 
to visit the schools to engage with the 
students.”

The goal of the recruitment team is 
to get high school students and their 
families to UL Lafayette for Preview Day 
and campus tours. There are five Preview 
Days a year and campus tours are offered 
Monday through Friday. 

According to the UL Lafayette 
Website, “Preview Day allows you a 
closer look at academic programs, 
campus life, and the admissions process.”

The admission requirements for 
UL Lafayette students are set by the 
Louisiana Board of Regents. UL 
Lafayette is considered a statewide 
institution with students from all 
parishes enrolled at the university. 

Prospective students must complete 
the college preparatory courses which 
include four years of English, math, 
science, and social studies and two years 
of foreign language. The required GPA 
is 2.0 overall and 2.5 for the core four 
courses. Students must score 18 ACT 
English and 19 ACT math or have a 3.0 
GPA.

New freshmen attend orientation 
the summer before their first semester. 
The day before classes start at UL 
Lafayette, the college holds New Student 
Convocation. This is the official welcome 
to the university for freshmen held in 
the Cajundome and Cajun Field.

“Our freshmen left there excited, 
energized, ready to conquer the world 
and excited to be Ragin’ Cajuns,” Bowie 
said. 

Record Freshman enrollment this fall
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Students walking on UL Lafayette campus.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Sept. 3
• At 11:36 p.m., officers responded to Huger Hall in reference to an 
intoxicated student. A report was generated.

Sept. 2
• At 12:46 p.m., officers were dispatched to the Hilton Garden Inn parking 
lot in reference to four catalytic converters being stolen from a 2018 
white Toyota Tundra. A report was generated. 

• At 3:56 p.m., officers received a report of a theft of a black and red Trek 
bicycle with a black and white seat that occurred at Rougeou Hall. A 
report was generated.

Sept. 1
• At 2:45 a.m., a suspicious person was observed at 200 E. University Ave 
and warned to leave the campus area. 

• At 11:05 p.m., officers responded to a report of drug usage at 410 E. 
University Ave. A report was generated.

Aug. 30
• At 8:35 a.m., officers conducted an investigation at 410 E. University Ave 
of a possible weapon. The weapon was a black 9mm Glock 48 with 80 
rounds of 9mm bullets. Other items included were marijuana, a digital 
scale, a yellow bag and a jar. A summons was issued. 

Aug. 29
• At 5:12 p.m., officers responded to the theft of a small burgundy purse at 
Coronna Hall. The victim does not want to pursue charges. A report was 
generated. 

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

On Monday, Aug. 22, the first day of 
school, the platforms Moodle and ULink 
did not respond for students and faculty 
on campus, making the first day of the 
fall semester more difficult for many 
people.

The shutdown happened around 7:50 
a.m. when the IT desk started receiving a 
large number of calls about students not 
being able to access Moodle.

The IT department then started to 
investigate and tried to figure out if there 
was any problem with Moodle. After 
that they also started receiving calls 
regarding ULink not being accessible.

Chief Information Officer Eugene 
Fields explained that the problem was 
not with Moodle or ULink. They started 
to work with other departments to see if 
they were having the same issue. It was 
determined that the problem was not a 
local problem or network problem, and 
there was nothing intervening between 
devices and websites.

“The problem was not ULink, the 
problem was not Moodle, the problem 
was not Banner,” Fields said. “The 
problem was the authentication service 
that allows you to connect to those 
places.”

They figured out that it was a hosting 
problem with our systems in Amazon 
Web Services (AWS). It was determined 
that the problem had to do with the lack 
of accessibility to the platforms. It had 
reached its full capacity, and it stopped 
allowing people to sign in.

They developed a plan to rebuild, 
resize, and restart one of the 
infrastructure authentication services in 
AWS. Around mid-afternoon that day, 
the services were working again.

Before each semester the IT 
department tests the applications 
to make sure they are working and 
increases the capacity so it doesn’t 
overload.

“This time the application services 
were working fine, but we did not 
test the active directory or this 
authentication service,” Fields said

This led to the department adding new 
precautions to prevent a repeat of this 
incident.

“One of our follow up items is to add 
that to the checklist of things to check 
and review prior to the start of class,” 
Fields said.

Students use ULink to see their class 
schedule and where their classes are 

located and use Moodle to receive 
information from their teachers.

Many students, especially the 
incoming freshman class, got lost and 
ended up missing their classes. Others 
were not able to do anything in class 
because Moodle was not responding.

According to Dayanara Perez, a 
freshman majoring in civil engineering, 
ULink shutting down negatively 
impacted her first day. 

“ULink shutting down on the first day 
affected us because not only we couldn’t 
access our schedule to locate our classes 
but couldn’t access Moodle where most 
teachers had their syllabus. It definitely 
made it more stressful,” Perez said. 

Checking classes or sending their 
classes to themselves beforehand helped 
a lot of people during that time. 

According to Joseph Gallien, also a 
first-time freshman majoring in nursing, 
“I kind of did get lost but I had emailed 
myself my schedule the day prior.”

He said that some people needed the 
website since not everyone had their 
schedules beforehand.

“One could argue that the key to 
success is preparation so you know 
having all your ducks in a row the day 
before or two days before or a week 
before always bring value to the table but 
there are some people didn’t have that 
opportunity, some people may have just 
gotten their class that day,” Fields said.

ULink and Moodle down 
during first week of class

Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Nico Yantko, former deputy director 
of athletics, has left The University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette and transitioned 
to Murray State University, his alma 
mater. 

 Yantko started working as Murray 
State’s 10th athletics director on Sept. 
1, and came back while the Racers 
prepared for their first year in the 
Missouri Valley Conference. 

“He has a wealth of experience at 
the highest level and will provide the 
leadership to move us forward in every 
respect as we transition to the Missouri 
Valley Conference and Missouri Valley 
Football Conference,” Murray State 
University President Bob Jackson said on 
the Murray State Racers website. “Most 
importantly, Nico fully understands 
the priority of meeting the needs of 
our student-athletes and will work to 
raise the profile and success of all of our 
athletic programs.”

From 2007-09, Yantko played as 
Murray State’s quarterback while he was 
a student at the school. He then worked 

with the Racers as a graduate assistant in 
2010 then transitioned into the athletics 
external operations that same year. 

His career propelled when he began 
working in North Carolina with the 
Wolfpack Club as a marketing and 
sales assistant in 2011. From there, he 
worked with the University of Missouri 
fulfilling responsibilities in the areas of 
development, major gifts and capital 
campaigns.

In 2017, he began his work at UL 
Lafayette, where he brought financial 
success with fundraising efforts and 
contributed to team wins.

One of Yantko’s duties included 
supervising the women’s and men’s 
basketball teams as well as the 
football team, who won four Sun Belt 
championships combined. According 
to the Racers’ website, while in this 
position, he also spearheaded a 
significant 2021 fundraiser and saw 
department giving increase 360 percent 
with fundraising the largest in school 
history, $30 million, along with being 
gifted $15 million, the largest gifting in 
school history. 

“Nico is both an exceptional person 

and professional. He has played a major 
role in our establishment of national 
relevance at the University of Louisiana 
the past five years,” Director of Athletics 
Bryan Maggard said on the Murray State 
Racers website. “I am excited to watch 
Nico lead Murray State Athletics for 
years to come and wish him, Marnie and 
their family great success.”

Yantko was recently acknowledged by 
The Athletic as one of the magazine’s up 
and coming stars in collegiate athletics 
that’s under 40. The magazine was in 
search of those who are making an 
impact in the collegiate world of sports 
from head coaches to athletic firms. 

“I am incredibly humbled by this 
recognition from The Athletic,” Yantko 
said on the Racers’ website. “I have 
been extremely fortunate to work 
with amazing colleagues, coaches 
and student-athletes at a number of 
outstanding institutions. This is a direct 
reflection of all of these people, and I 
cannot wait to continue this amazing 
journey as the Director of Athletics at 
Murray State.”

Nico Yantko takes on new position 
as Athletics Director for Racers at 
alma mater Murray State University
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Portrait taken of Nico Yantko.
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Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

Earl K. Long Gym recently underwent 
renovations that would provide Ragin’ 
Cajun volleyball a place to grow as 
student-athletes.

The gym was first built in 1939 and 
last renovated in 2009,  when the then 
second floor dance studio was converted 
into a student-athlete lounge. 

The renovations bring a series of 
updates to the public portion of the 
facility, which include a new court and 
video board. Additionally, renovations 
were made to athlete-specific portions 
of the building including a new locker 
room, a film room, a team lounge and 

spaces for meetings. 
According to head coach of the 

volleyball team Kristi Gray, “To get a 
brand-new, state-of-the-art Taraflex 
court and videoboard, a new locker 
room, team lounge, team film room and 
conference room in a few short months 
is impressive.”

The industry-standard Taraflex court 
provides the highest impact protection 
than any previous court and is aimed 
to reduce the risk of injury for student-
athletes while playing.

“We are very excited about this 
renovation which will greatly enhance 
the experience of our student-athletes, 
coaches and fans,” Vice President for 
Intercollegiate Athletics Bryan Maggard, 

who holds a doctorate in education, 
school and counseling psychology, wrote 
in a statement to The Vermilion.

Renovations began late April and 
concluded early August, costing just 
under $1 million to fully complete. 
Benefactors who wish to stay 
anonymous provided the funds used in 
the construction. 

“We are very proud and forever 
grateful to those that helped make this 
happen,” Gray wrote in a statement to 
The Vermilion.

According to Maggard, “As a 
volleyball-specific facility, E.K. Long 
Gymnasium will now serve as one of the 
most elite venues in the country.”

While these renovations will elevate 

the venue, student-athletes benefit the 
most from the renovations. They voiced 
their appreciation for the renovations. 

“To me the renovations at EKL are 
a sign of faith in us as a program. 
Our dedication to creating a new UL 
Volleyball legacy gets to start in a brand 
new space,” defensive specialist and UL 
Lafayette junior Brianna Franklin wrote 
in a statement to The Vermilion. “This 
enhances all student-athlete experiences 
by giving us something else to work for 
every day.”

“We are so blessed to have a brand-
new look to EKL. Anywhere from the 
court, locker room, team lounge, study 
rooms, and other parts of the new 
EKL have helped to strengthen our 
performance as students and athletes. 
We are truly thankful and grateful 
for our new home,” outside hitter and 
sophomore Coco Gillett wrote in a 
statement to The Vermilion.

With the renovations, some student-
athletes feel a renewed excitement for 
the upcoming season.

“The new EK renovations are a huge 
part of our season. A different team, the 
best coaches, and a new facility is the 
way to start off a winning season. These 
new places bring pure joy to our team 
and our staff, along with our fans, and 
I cannot wait to see where this season 
takes us,”outside hitter and UL Lafayette 
junior Paige Guidry wrote in a statement 
to the Vermilion.

Catch the next home game against 
Arkansas State Thursday, Sep. 26 at 6 
p.m. and again Friday, Sep. 30 at 4 p.m.

Ragin’ Cajun Volleyball also plays 
against Texas State in Earl K. Long Gym 
Friday Oct. 7 at 6 p.m. and Saturday Oct. 
8 at 2 p.m. 

To stay up to date with Ragin’ 
Cajun Athletics, follow them on 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram                         
@RaginCajuns.

Earl K. Long Gym receives major 
upgrades for athletes and fans

Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

This past weekend, the Cajuns’ 
volleyball squad opened play in the 
newly-renovated Earl K. Long Gym 
on Alumni Weekend for the Sawyer 
Camillo Memorial Classic. Their 
opponents for the tournament were 
the North Dakota State Bison, the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
Vaqueros and the University of Texas 
San Antonio Roadrunners. These teams 
were no pushovers; they had opened 
their seasons with a combined 7–3 
record, highlighted by a 3-1 Roadrunner 
victory over McNeese State, who sported 
a third-place record in the Southland 
Conference last year.

The Cajuns finished with a 2–1 record, 

again good for second-best of the classic 
and now tied for third in the Sun Belt 
Conference.

First up on Friday, Sept. 2, was North 
Dakota State, which ended 25–20, 
25–15, 23–25, 25–12. The next match 
against the Vaqueros would end in a 
loss, 25–22, 19–25, 17–25 and 17–25. A 
brutal stretch of unforced errors would 
drag the team’s momentum way down. 
By the end of the day, though, senior 
hitter Kelsey Bennett would become the 
fourth player in Cajuns history to record 
over 1,000 kills in the rally scoring era, 
as reported by UL Athletics.

The last game of the series on Saturday 
made for a bit more intrigue as the 
Roadrunners would push for a five-set 
match, which the Cajuns would win 
30–28, 24–26, 25–19, 14–25, 15–8. 

Bennett had arguably her best game of 
the year so far, with a total 21 kills, 24 
digs and 2 blocks.

The most impactful players for the 
Cajuns’ offense were again Bennett 
and sophomore Coco Gillett, who 
together led the team in sets played, 
kills, digs and aces. Bennett averaged 
an astounding 4.3 kills and five digs per 
set, Gillett averaged 2.15 kills per set and 
3.38 digs per set.

For the North Dakota State match, 
Celeste Darling was again the third 
leading scorer, recording 12 kills and 
helping to push the tempo during a 
relatively quiet game for Gillett. In 
the next two matches, though, junior 
blocker Kara Barnes stepped into a 
major scoring role, securing 24 kills 
over nine sets on top of her usual 

contributions on defense.
Again leading the team in solo 

and assisted blocks were Barnes and 
sophomore Cami Hicks; they combined 
for 16 total blocks and posted 1 and .89 
blocks per set respectively. Hicks also 
made a valuable contribution on offense 
with 15 kills over the three matches.

Junior and sophomore setters Reka 
Kotorman and Siena DeCambra 
were first and second in assists for 
the team and put up 20+ assists in all 
three matches. Kotorman recorded an 
astounding 31 assists against North 
Dakota State and 44 assists against 
UTSA. Junior outside hitter Mya Wilson 
and freshman hitter Lauryn Hill also 
stepped up in small but critical stretches 
during the last two matches, combining 
for 13 kills in those matches.

Cajuns’ volleyball squad finishes with 
2-1 record in Alumni Weekend opener

Sports

EDITTED
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Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball team celebrates winning a point.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

As the first round of the U.S. Open 
got underway on Aug. 30, the fans, the 
media and the world had one name on 
its collective mind: Serena Williams. 
In an interview with Vogue just weeks 
prior, she had announced that this would 
be the last Grand Slam tournament she 
would compete in, marking the end of 
her 27-year professional tennis career. 
At the age of 40, with over 850 wins, 23 
Grand Slam singles titles, four Olympic 
gold medals behind her and a present 
world ranking of 605, all she had left was 
one last long-shot at a championship.

 First up was Danka Kovinić, a 
27-year-old Montenegrin coming in 
at 80th on the WTA world rankings. 
Williams made this one look pretty easy, 
using her strong first serve to generate 
nine aces, win five break points, and 
finish the match in straight sets, 6–3, 
6–3. The outpouring of the crowd 
was raucous during the match, but 
heartwarming by the end. Gayle King 
gave a lengthy speech on the court after 
Williams’ short interview; the whole 
proceeding felt like a genuine farewell 
tour moment, probably because they 
knew who was next.

 Two days later, the ensuing match 
would not be made to look easy. Anett 
Kontaveit, the world’s second-ranked 
women’s singles player, was highly 
anticipated to have a breakout second 
half of 2022, as she had shown herself 
capable of deep tournament runs over 
the last two years before a bout with 
COVID-19. Caesar’s Sportsbook had 
her as a -250 favorite coming into this 
second-round matchup, but one would 
never have known it by the crowd 
throughout. Celebrities and civilians 
alike roared with Williams when she 
pushed the first set to a tiebreak, only to 
outdo themselves when she actually won 
it 7–4. Kontaveit won the second set 6–2 

with Williams only making life difficult 
in a couple of games, but Williams 
would deliver a devastating point break 
in the second game of the third set and 
ride the momentum to a 6–2 victory of 
her own. The energy inside Arthur Ashe 
Stadium was not going to be restrained 
by the usual ‘class’ of the sport; the 
crowd wasn’t seated for a minute of that 
final game, and the umpire was drowned 
out completely at most points.

 In the end, Thursday would see 
Serena and Venus Williams team up one 
last time for a short foray into doubles, 
which they lost in straight sets. The next 

day, Serena would face Ajla Tomljanovic 
in an amazing match, but sadly, the wear 
and expenditure of energy on so many 
long rallies and games would start to 
take their toll on Williams’ game. She 
would attempt to push the first set to a 
tiebreak, only to fall short a game, 5–7. 
Again, she would claw her way back by 
winning the next set 7–6 on a tiebreak. 
The crowd was there, still showering its 
love and energy in Williams’ direction, 
but as the match length crawled from 
two hours toward three, she couldn’t 
funnel any more of it. She started taking 
longer and longer between points to 

catch her breath and losing crucial 
opportunities. Her serve accuracy 
dropped dramatically, and while her 
shot placement was as clean as ever, 
Tomljanovic simply outran, outpaced 
and outworked her to take the last set, 
6–1.

 With her last on-court address, she 
gave a tearful thank you to her parents, 
her husband, her team and especially 
her sister: “I wouldn’t be Serena if there 
wasn’t Venus, so thank you Venus. She’s 
the only reason Serena Williams ever 
existed.”

Serena Williams gives all of her fans 
one last parting gift at the US Open

Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

On June 16, WNBA legend and Seattle 
Storm guard Sue Bird announced that 
this season would be her last on the 
court. Regardless of the outcome of the 
season to come, she would retire as the 
league’s all-time leader in assists, a four-
time champion, a 12-time All-Star and 
an eight-time All-WNBA team member, 
making a great case for herself as one of 
the best players of all time.

There wouldn’t have to be a 
‘regardless’, though, because the Storm 
proceeded to comfortably make the 
playoffs, where just two years ago, they 
had won it all in stunning fashion with 
a 6 - 0 record. The playoff format had 
been changed, and their roster had gone 
through a few changes as well, but the 
core of Jewell Lloyd, Brianna Steward 
and Bird remained.

Speaking of Lloyd and Steward, their 
heroics have been a necessity for this 
Storm team to have a shot at winning 

any game this postseason. The Storm’s 
first-round opponent, the Washington 
Mystics, were seen as title-ready due, in 
part, to their league-leading defense and 
the resurgence of Elena Delle Donne. 
In Game 1 on Aug. 18, Stewart and 
Delle Donne turned back the clock to 
their respective MVP seasons, as they 
combined to score or assist on 80 of 
their teams’ 169 points in a 86–83 Storm 
victory. Lloyd called her own number 
at several key moments in the game, 
leading all players with 12 points in the 

fourth quarter.
Game 3 of the semifinals wrapped 

up Sunday afternoon, featuring the 
league’s leading offense, the Las Vegas 
Aces, facing the Storm in a pivotal game 
for the series’ lead. The game featured 
several great players in great moments, 
including the Aces’ Aja Wilson’s 34 
points on 75% true shooting and 
Stewart’s 20 points, 15 rebounds, and 
six assists. Toward the end of regulation, 
both teams scored at a feverish pace. A 
contested left-handed finish near the 
rim by Wilson gave the Aces the lead. 
The Storm, now down 89–90 with 2 1/2 
seconds left on the clock, had to choose 
who to give the last shot on the inbound. 

Of course, they gave it to Bird, who 
drained a devastating corner three-
pointer that should go in the books as 
one of her many legacy-defining clutch 
moments.

The hero of the night, though, would 
be the Aces’ first overall pick and first-
time All-Star Jackie Young, as she would 
make a perfect off-ball cut to lay in the 
tying basket. The ensuing overtime 
period would provide plenty of time for 
the Aces to take a healthy lead and seal 
the game, 110–98. That game is already 
being lauded as one of the best ever 
played.

The Storm will have to answer in a 
win-or-go-home scenario on Tuesday. 
For Bird, it could mean one more chance 
to give her fans a storybook ending.

Sue Bird’s ‘Last Dance’ is already 
full of classic girlboss moments

Photo by SPREAD

Serena Williams slams the ball.

Photo by Steph Chambers from Getty Images

Team celebrates after Sue Bird’s three-pointer.
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Clydia Colston-Dean, Isaac Henry
SPORTS WRITER, SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns have 
started the new season with a bang. We 
won our first game of the 2022 season 
against the Southeastern Louisiana Lions 
with a solid outcome of 24–7. While 
they played valiantly, we still came out 
triumphant.

According to UL Athletics, the Cajuns’ 
last matchup with Southeastern was a 
51–48 high-scoring affair in 2017. That 
game saw four different Cajuns run in 
touchdowns. Obviously, the roster has 
shifted dramatically since those days, but 
the run game was still a major factor in 
this game: sophomore Terrence Williams 
and senior Chris Williams combined for 
105 yards on 22 carries for an average of 
4.7 yards per carry.

While it was a rainy Saturday night, 
the faithful Cajuns fans showed up and 
showed out to support our team. With 
seniors like cornerback Eric Garror, 
tight end Johnny Lumpkin and punter 
Rhys Byrns leading our team, we easily 
got our first touchdown midway through 
the first quarter. After a deep dropback, 
sophomore quarterback Chandler Fields 
connected with Lumpkin on a 28-yard 
pass over the middle of the field for an 
amazing touchdown. Shortly after, the 
Cajuns would end up scoring a 26-yard 
field goal from Preston Stafford, putting 
them at a solid 10–0 lead to end the first 
quarter. The student section was fired up 
at every turn, and the excitement in the 
air was palpable.

In the second quarter, the Cajuns 
again had a strong start with an 
improbable touchdown from Eric 
Garror on the 83-yard punt return. The 
middle of the field was wide open after a 
series of great lead blocks, most notably 

by redshirt freshman Hunter Warren. 
This put the Cajuns at a strong lead of 
17–0 right before halftime. At halftime, 
our band showed us what they were 
made of with an amazing performance 
that left everyone craving more.

In the third quarter, the Lions decided 
it was time to score, and score they did. 
The Cajuns’ defense started to show 
some rough edges; with how often they 
had taken the field thus far combined 
with how inexperienced the squad is, 
some miscommunications and errors 
were bound to happen. Southeastern 
punched in a five-yard touchdown run 
after a gargantuan 13-play, 78-yard drive 
toward the end of the quarter, but the 
Cajuns did not make it easy for them. 
With proper defensive adjustments, 
namely switching from a prevent-style 
zone scheme to a more aggressive man-
to-man concept, the Lions were held to 
one touchdown before the final quarter, 
leaving us with a score of 17–7.

The fourth quarter, while not 
necessarily the most productive, was the 
highest-energy stretch on offense and 
defense. The energy from each side was 
a happy level of anxiety and curiosity to 
see who would leave the game having 
made a key play. Early in the fourth 
quarter, Southeastern’s Cephus Johnson 
III launched a deep ball to senior 
receiver C.J. Turner for an apparent 
touchdown. After a tense moment, a 
flag was thrown, and the play was called 
back for a chop block foul by Jesse Britt. 
While the Lions fought hard to get back 
some semblance of momentum, Garror 
struck again, securing an awesome 
interception which gave the Cajuns 
possession just past midfield. 

Not to be outdone, sophomore 
cornerback Amir McDaniel caught an 
interception of his own, running it back 

to the Lions’ 24-yard line with just over 
four minutes left. This set up a steady 
final drive, capped off with another 
Fields and Lumpkin connection near the 
goal line to score the final touchdown 
with a minute and change remaining. 
That was all the Cajuns needed to secure 
victory. 

Just like that, the Cajuns won the first 

game of the season and extended their 
winning streak to 14 consecutive games. 
This is the longest active Division I 
football win streak in the country, and 
the Cajuns don’t plan on breaking it 
anytime soon. Next week will feature 
a much tougher matchup with Eastern 
Michigan coming to town.

Cajuns’ Football secures home 
opener win against Southeastern

Photo by Andre Broussard

Chandler Fields (18) goes to make a throw as the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns take on 
Southeastern in thier 2022 season opener at Cajun Field.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Eric Garror (7) runs with the ball as Louisiana takes on Southeastern for their season opener.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Two university students race across the field from the 50 yard line for a giftcard as 
Louisiana takes on Southeastern.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Thomas Leo (84) goes in for a kick as Louisiana takes on Southeastern at Cajun Field 
Saturday, Sept. 3, 2022.
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Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

Reading this title may raise some 
questions whether you are a “Hamilton’’ 
fan, a “Lion King” fan, or a mix of both 
like myself. However, seeing that these 
two films/Broadway productions are 
my favorites, why not connect the dots 
leading to the circle of life? If you think 
about it, it is a small world after all. 

For starters, the opening song for 
both “Hamilton” and “The Lion King” 
sets the tone for the whole show and 
allows the audience to either get a sense 
of the impact that will soon unfold or 
make them worry about the possible 
emotional damage they did not sign up 
for. Both opening numbers talk about 
how life can bring us to one poignant 
moment that defines a legacy.

“The Lion King” talks about how 

we are all connected in a circle and 
although “Hamilton” talks about one 
person, it still comes back full circle 
showing life’s circular fashion. In 
addition, the songs in each film give the 
audience an insight and introduction 
of each character through song such 
as “The Schuyler Sisters” and “I Just 
Can’t Wait To Be King.” Each song 
respectively showcases Angelica, 
Eliza and Peggy’s distinct yet sassy 
personalities and young Simba’s flaunty 
and bratty attitude.

One can say our protagonists 
are tragic heroes because of their 
unfortunate upbringing. Not only 
that, but they experience a humbling 
moment that brings them back to 
reality. For Simba, the death of Mufasa 
forced him to run away from home, 
only returning years later. His waking 
and humbling moment was when Rafiki 

came and found Simba and showed 
him that Mufasa lives in him. Let us not 
discuss the Mufasa ghost scene because 
I will cry, scream and throw up on the 
spot. 

For Hamilton, his waking and 
humbling moment was when his son 
Phillip died. Throughout the show, 
Alexander Hamilton is shown to be in 
the moment and non-stop. That causes 
him to drift away from his wife Eliza 
and his family. He becomes treasurer 
of the new United States, has a few rap 
battles with Thomas Jefferson and even 
has an affair with Maria Reynolds. 

As a result of one speech delivered 
by George Eacker, Phillip decides 
to take matters into his own hands 
and challenges Eacker to a duel for 
degrading Alexander’s name. What 
looks to be Alexander giving fatherly 
advice turns for the worse when Phillip 

is shot. Finally having a quiet moment 
to reflect his life so far, he starts to value 
what he took for granted. Again, let us 
not discuss “It’s Quiet Uptown” because 
I will cry, scream and throw up on the 
spot.

Then, there are the compelling and 
complex villains of the story. Scar 
and Aaron Burr are so different yet 
have similar traits. They both can be 
manipulative, clever, power-hungry 
and even vulnerable. I say this because 
if you look back at Scar’s backstory, he 
was always in Mufasa’s shadow and got 
to the point where he felt like he had to 
steal the spotlight by force for people to 
notice. Does that not sound familiar? 

Aaron Burr felt overshadowed by 
Hamilton and his philosophy was to 
just wait for it. However, neither Scar 
or Burr could wait any longer and 
decided to take control of their destiny. 
Nonetheless, it bit them in the butt in 
the end. Scar led his own demise by 
tossing the blame to the hyenas, his 
so-called friends, but they returned his 
snake nature by probably having their 
first full meal in a while.

Burr did not do the one thing he 
claimed he would do: he did not wait 
for it. In fact, his immediate shot 
changed the course of history. It was 
several times where Burr considered 
Hamilton a friend, but his bottled-up 
jealousy over the years poisoned him. 
The world was wide enough for him 
and Hamilton, but it does not matter 
because all the world will see him as 
now is a villain. 

Lin-Manuel Miranda must have 
gotten inspiration from the best 
Disney movie and best movie in 
general because the connections are 
connecting. Both films have a special 
place in my heart and they have 
cemented themselves as part of my 
identity for the rest of my life. Until we 
find our place, I will forever be in the 
room where it happens in the circle of 
life.

How the recent resurgence of Bratz 
dolls has influenced popular culture

The themes that tie together 
“Hamilton” and “The Lion King”

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

“The girls with a passion for fashion,” 
is the very motto that shaped the Bratz 
impact on millennial and Gen Z culture. 
From video games to dolls, the Bratz 
truly became a force in my childhood. 
As a child, I remember watching the 
Bratz TV show on Saturday mornings. 
My favorite doll constantly changed 
between Yasmine and Sasha. Those were 
the two dolls that I could truly see myself 
in. Sasha was this African-American 
inspired doll with a mocha-colored 
complexion that had beautiful kinky hair 
and sometimes straight.  

However, not everyone could see 
themselves in these fashion dolls. I 
remember parents complaining about 
these dolls dressing “too grown.” These 
dolls had seasonal outfits. The winter 
outfits that they are famous for consisted 
of big jean jackets with faux fur and 
their famous knee-high boots. However, 
summer clothing is what most parents 
complained about. The Bratz dolls would 
have low rise jeans, cropped shirts, high 
heels, miniskirts and hooped earrings 
These looks were sometimes paired with 
bucket hats. 

These dolls were also known most 
noticeably for their full lips and wide 
eyes. As an adult, it always made me 
wonder if the Bratz dolls were too grown 
or just too ethnic? It is no secret that 
these dolls were inspired by people of 
color. With the exception of Chloe, all of 
the dolls were POC: the Yasmine doll was 
Latino, Sasha was an African American 
and Jade was Asian American . As a 
little girl, the Bratz helped normalize 
ethnic features that were once looked 

down upon. Watching old clips of the 
Bratz commercials brings upon a certain 
nostalgia. The clothing reminds me of 
early 2000s R&B African-American 
and Latino female singers. Singers like 
Destiny’s Child, Tweet, Monica, J-LO and 
Brandy come to mind. The leather boots, 
the blue jean skirts, the hats, lip gloss and 
hoops all bring me back to being a little 
girl watching my mom getting dressed. 

I came to the realization that the 
Bratz challenged the European beauty 
standards and that is why their impact 
will forever reign. These dolls were also 
always portrayed as career driven in 
comparison to America’s favorite doll, 
Barbie. Even the fact that the Bratz brand 
was based on female empowerment and 
friendship while Barbie was loosely tied 
to Ken gives them bragging rights. On 
their own, they present a look on society 
and what is now deemed popular in pop 
culture. 

In today’s culture, women 
empowerment is at an all-time high. 
We have the power to dress how we 
want, decide what is beautiful (whether 
that is wearing a full face of makeup or 
being bare face), if we want love or the 
freedom to have a career in the field 
that we so choose. The outfits that were 
once deemed too inappropriate is now 
considered our summer clothing. 

Bratz are still so popular that clothing 
sites such as Dolls Kill have a special 
section of their website that sells Bratz 
inspired clothing. Even on TikTok, girls 
are doing Bratz inspired looks. The mere 
fact that Bratz was inspired by women 
of color makes this brand that much 
more significant. People of color have 
influenced so many trends, music and 
now aesthetics.

As a woman of color, I see a lot of 
brands and influencers whitewash my 
culture. The world tends to forget that 
the resurgence of these trends already has 
an origin story. We give people like the 
Kardashians the credit of bringing full 
lips and overlined lips into style when 
women of color popularized this in the 
90s. However, the fact that it took a white 
woman to popularize black features 
shows a look into society. Even the Bratz 

doll had to have a non POC inspired doll, 
to help with the popularization of the 
high fashion dolls.

The Bratz dolls are a great marker to 
understand the society that we live in 
whether that is in a negative or positive 
light. Truly the resurgence of the Bratz 
dolls allowed me to see just how iconic 
and impactful that these dolls were. 

Graphic by Julia McDow
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Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

Phase Four of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU) has had in my opinion 
the most women and people of color 
(POC) representation. This does not 
mean that they are doing it perfectly. 
Since the pandemic started, most 
television and movie productions have 
been halted. The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe was not excluded from this. 
This halt came after the hit movie 
“Avengers: Endgame”, leaving fans at a 
stand still with MCU content. As the 
years progressed, they were able to film 
and make multiple movies and series. 
They worked extremely hard to produce 
multiple forms of content. Fans expected 
movies but they were hit with this new 
form of cinema and television mix. 
Marvel and Disney partnered together to 
create multiple series on the streaming 
service Disney+. The shows on Disney+ 
were basically the backbone of creating 

Phase Four. Marvel still released movies 
along with these new series additions.

In the MCU, Black Widow is a 
character that we have had since the 
very beginning of the MCU. We have 
seen Black Widow grow from Russian 
superspy to the literal savior of the 
universe. Though this was not the doing 
of the Marvel creators, Scarlett Johansson 
and fans alike have been pushing for 
Black Widow to be seen as more than a 
sexy super spy. This growth was finally 
seen when our beloved Black Widow 
sacrificed her life in order to save half 
of the universe. Marvel definitely heard 
us and gave us the most badass girl 
superhero but at a tremendous cost. I 
think that the Black Widow movie came 
at a very late time because they gave it to 
her after her death. For example Captain 
America and Iron America had already 
gotten multiple movies made. I feel as if 
she deserved more because she was made 
to be the ultimate sacrifice. Marvel has 
had troubles in the past with treating 

their female characters with respect and 
seeing them as equal to their male co-
stars.

Continuing with “Eternals’’, in the 
trailers we were led to believe that 
Ikarus was going to be the leader of this 
hero group. As the movie progresses, 
we see that Ikarus slowly loses himself 
and Sersi, played by Emma Chan, 
becomes the ultimate leader and savior. 
Fans had mixed opinions; some loved 
having a strong Asian-American female 
lead, while others blamed Marvel for 
destroying a strong male lead and 
making him weaker than his female co 
lead. This led to critics calling Marvel 
“woke”. Partially because along with Sersi 
being the lead, Phastos played by Brian 
Tyree Henry, was a gay Black man with 
a human family. I remember not paying 
much attention to it because it did not 
bother me. It was normal; Marvel has 
had many gueer characters before like 
Loki and Valkyrie. Another “Eternals’’ 
character I felt was poorly represented 

was Ajaxs, played by Salma Hayek. She 
was the first Hispanic superhero I saw 
in this big of a movie. She was not a side 
character, or a comedic relief; she was a 
superhero with a wicked suit. She was 
killed about halfway into the movie, but 
my queen was still amazing and I am 
proud of her for that.

The movie “Shang-Chi and the Legend 
of the Ten Rings’’ to me, felt similar to 
“Black Panther” where Marvel showcased 
a beautiful and powerful culture. 
It celebrated being both Asian and 
American and had a beautiful blend of 
American and Asian characters. I felt that 
it was done right by casting Simu Liu as 
Shang-Chi, because he represented and 
celebrated along with his community. But 
not everyone can be pleased, in the movie 
the Ten Rings organization was left to 
Shang-Chi’s sister, Xailing. Some fans did 
not like that such a powerful, government 
toppling organization was left to her.

 To segway from movies to series, 
Wanda is in my opinion the most 
powerful character in the MCU. Wanda 
has been despised since “Endgame,” 
where fans considered her in the running 
for “strongest avenger,” a fan made 
ranking for the Avengers. After the series 
“WandaVision” aired, we were made 
aware that Wanda had an entire town 
mind controlled in a made up reality 
she created. This lit a fire that could not 
be put out. Fans called Wanda reckless 
and a villain. In “Doctor Strange and 
the Multiverse of Madness”, The Scarlet 
Witch abuses her power to walk into 
other dimensions. Many fans called her 
a villain, which yes,  she could be seen 
as that. But at the end she realizes her 
choices are wrong and fixes her mistakes. 
She even spoke a line in the movie about 
how when Doctor Strange breaks the rule 
he’s a hero but when she does it she is 
deemed a villain. In the same movie, we 
are introduced to America Chavez; she is 
an interdimensional traveler. So far, she 
is the only character in the entire MCU 
to have this power, the misogynists are 
not happy. Another wave of controversial 
“wokism” by homophobic viewers was 
caused because the movie revealed she 
has hispanic lesbian parents. 

To end my rant, we are introduced to 
Captain Britain and Monica Rambeau 
as Captain Marvel. Both of these are 
insanely strong characters that were 
killed off very poorly. Marvel has a 
way with killing off amazing women 
characters. The MCU and its fans 
have mixed opinions when it comes to 
representation. I hope to see in the future 
that Marvel creators and fans have more 
open discussions with the communities 
they are representing. To me, some of 
these characters felt forced and used for 
fake activism. People of color and women 
want to be represented in shows and 
movies the same way as their equal male 
and white counterparts. It is time for the 
MCU to listen and go above and beyond 
for their fans. 

The representation of women 
and POC in Phase Four of Marvel

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

After over 30 years, the 75-issue comic 
book series from DC Comics by Neil 
Gaiman, “The Sandman” (1989-1996), 
has finally been adopted. The first season 
is on Netflix and consists of 10 episodes 
and one bonus episode. 

The show follows The Lord of Dreams, 
Morpheus, also called Dream. The series 
starts with him being captured in 1916 
by an occult ritual trying to summon 
Morpheus’s sister Death but summoned 
Morpheus by accident. He is held captive 
for 106 years, and when he is finally 
released, we see him trying to rebuild his 
realm called The Dreaming.

I have been slowly making my way 
through reading “The Sandman,” but I 
have read past what the Netflix series 
has adapted, which is the first two story 
arcs in the comic books “Preludes and 
Nocturnes” and “The Doll’s House”. 
The bonus episode adapted the two 
stories “A Dream of a Thousand Cats” 
and “Calliope” from the third story arc 
“Dream Country.”

I was pleasantly surprised by how 
much I enjoyed the show. Every comic 
book fan can relate to being hesitant 
when something you are passionate about 
gets adapted for the screen and you hope 
the adaption does the source material 
justice. At certain moments in the 
show, specific comic book panels were 
recreated, and dialogue from the comics 
was also used. 

The first two episodes, “Sleep of the 
Just” and “Imperfect Hosts,” are very 
much world-building episodes and 

can be a long watch. For me, the third 
episode, “Dream a Little Dream of Me,” is 
where the show takes off. 

Now there are some differences 
between the comics and the show. And 
as someone who has watched many 
comic adaptations, I’ve come to expect 
changes from the source material, it’s 
just what happens. I found it interesting 
that the character The Corinthian, 
who was first introduced in “The Doll’s 
House,” becomes more of an overarching 
antagonist in the show. The character 
is not in every episode, but you know 
he lurks in the shadows, ready to jump 
out at any moment. I can see why 
the developers and Neil Gaiman, an 
executive producer on the show, would 
give The Corinthian a more prominent 
role; it gives the two stories more of a 
connection to each other. 

The show combines the horror and 
fantasy elements of the comics very well. 
Especially the fifth episode, “24/7,” brings 
the horror of the comics to life. The entire 
time I watched “24/7,” I was in various 
states of anxiety. 

Tom Sturridge, who portrays 
Morpheus, really nails down the cold and 
aloof nature that Morpheus has at the 
beginning of the series and how he learns 
to become more human through the 
various events he experiences. 

The character development of 
Morpheus becomes apparent in the sixth 
episode, “The Sound of Her Wings,” 
where we finally meet one of my favorite 
“The Sandman” characters, Morpheus’s 
older sister, Death. Most of the episode 
is just Morpheus and Death talking, but 
through their conversations, Morpheus 

realizes how important his job is as the 
Lord of Dreams. 

I do hope “The Sandman” gets renewed 
for a second season. As I mentioned 
in the beginning, the comics ran for 
75-issues; that’s a lot of comics to pull 
plots from. The comic also has many 
spin-off series, including two of my all-
time favorite series; both are three issues 
long and follow Death. “Death: The High 

Cost of Living” (1993) and “Death: The 
Time of Your Life.” (1996) were both 
written by Gaiman. 

You will get lost in “The Sandman” 
fantasy world by the end of the first 
episode and begging for more episodes 
by the end of the eleventh. Everyone 
deserves to get lost in something every 
once and a while. 

Netflix adaptation “The Sandman” 
appeased my inner comic book nerd

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Demi Lovato shares their personal 
journey on newest album Holy Fvck
Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

On Aug. 19, Demi Lovato released 
their eighth studio album titled “Holy 
Fvck,” and I will say this: rock/punk 
Lovato is the best Lovato. Whether it be 
head-banging rock, ballad rock or pop 
rock, Lovato will eat the plate and leave 
no crumbs every time. With a total of 16 
songs within 48 minutes, Lovato manages 
to convey their unique journey that 
demonstrates their growing wisdom and 
confidence. 

 This album showcases Lovato’s 
demons that continued to surge even 
after their seemingly triumphant return 
with their seventh studio album and 
documentary “Dancing With The 
Devil…The Art of Starting Over.” 
Although the previous album was 
beautifully and honestly raw, there was a 
sense of a fake smile.

 During the process of healing, we 
often mistake peace with happiness and 
vice versa. What I mean is that even 
though things seemed resolved and it is 
as peaceful as laying on a hammock by 
the beach, it does not necessarily mean 
we are fully happy with our now selves 
who understand the traumas we go 
through. 

 Lovato demonstrates that during 
this album because they even confessed 
that they made this album completely 
sober. After their near-death overdose in 
2018, they claimed they were going to be 
California sober, meaning that the only 

drug they were doing was marijuana and 
that is in moderation. When they claimed 
this, deep down in my heart, I knew it 
would backfire. 

 I have been following Lovato’s career 
since I was introduced to them during 
“Camp Rock.” Everyone had their favorite 
Disney girls like Miley Cyrus, Selena 
Gomez and Raven-Symone. Those who 
I just named are of course iconic and my 
favorites; however, there was something 
about Lovato’s voice and presence that 
hooked me in every time I saw their 
name on anything. 

You can tell there is so much soul and 
story in Lovato’s voice, and then the songs 
they released while they were working 
with Disney were bonafide bangers. The 
bangers in question included “Don’t 
Forget”, “Here We Go Again” and “La La 
Land.” Going into this album, each song 
gave me that same energy from the songs 
previously mentioned. 

According to what Lovato wrote for 
Apple Music’s description, “The songs 
at the beginning of the album show how 
angry and sad I once was, but as you get 
towards the end, you realize that I’ve 
been through a rollercoaster of a life and 
there is joy at the end.” They even go 
on to give Apple Music a step-by-step 
guide through each song on the album 
discussing it more in depth. 

Lovato navigated through life’s lemons 
and adversities at some points ready to 
give up. There were more than many 
times where they could have easily 
thrown in the towel. Regardless, they 

belted their hearts out with heavy drums 
and electric guitars in the background. 
They continue to be an inspiration for the 
youth and young adults today because 
of their resilience after being quiet for so 

long. Out of ten, I would give this album 
a solid nine just because of the profound 
message and rich story of taking power 
back and never letting it be taken away 
again. 

Mitski’s “Laurel Hell” covers the 
beautiful tragedy of stardom
Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

When you think of a prestigious title 
such as album of the year, what pops into 
your head? A billboard-topping pop hit? 
Something you figure will only guarantee 
radio play and immediate staleness after 
the star-factor wears off? Well, in most 
cases, you would be correct. Music is an 
artform that takes the shape of a product, 
most times: not truly art, but something 
to sell. Something to net companies a big 
wad of cash, and to satisfy hungry, raving 

fans. This mindset, however, is draining 
and leaves no room for the creator, the 
artist themself, to truly be happy with 
what they’re churning out.

The same can be said for what I believe 
is a contender for, if not the, album of the 
year in my opinion. “Laurel Hell” is the 
sixth studio album by Japanese-American 
singer, Mitsuki Laycock; better known 
as Mitski Miyawaki. Mitski has released 
a plethora of albums, all with different 
flavor and flares. What makes “Laurel 
Hell” stand out, however, is that it marks 
her decision to take a break from music 
and celebrity life in general. The singer-

songwriter has always written about the 
pain of heartbreak and alienation, and 
this album is no different.

However, it details her complicated 
relationship with the fame she has 
amassed out of seemingly thin air. This 
fame was certainly deserved, though. 
Mitski sang about topics that many 
teenagers and young adults could relate 
to, especially those that are POC, but 
Asian-American in particular. All over 
social media such as Tiktok and Twitter, 
her music was blowing up and being 
connected to the satirical, “sad girl” 
aesthetic many artists before Mitski were 

known for. This includes Lana Del Rey, 
Lorde, Fiona Apple and Phoebe Bridgers. 
Whether they agree with this moniker 
or not, many teens have embraced this, 
and a good portion have rallied against 
“Laurel Hell’’ for its supposedly happier 
tone. 

Many do not look beyond the music, 
though. Mitski uses glamorous, glossy 
synths and ABBA-esque melodies to 
mask the darkness behind her lyrics. 
Many tracks detail her difficulties 
with being in the music industry, as 
well as songs that lament her various 
heartbreaks. A favorite track of mine 
from “Laurel Hell’’ would have to be “Stay 
Soft”. It describes how if you don’t harden 
your feelings up and become numb to 
the world then it beats you down and 
eventually hardens you up anyway. I 
adore how groovy and almost shimmery 
the song sounds, all while regaling such 
a harrowing idea. Another song that fits 
perfectly with this idea is “Working for 
the Knife.” It lets the listener in on her 
troubles in the industry, sorrowful over 
the end of times where she can simply 
make art for art’s sake, not to please the 
masses. 

Despite these darker lyrics, Mitski has 
also been noted to resent how her music 
can fall into that “sad girl” aesthetic. In 
a video by Crack Magazine where the 
singer reacted to tweets about herself and 
her music, she is noted as saying, “The 
sad girl thing was reductive and tired 10 
years ago and still is today.  Let’s retire 
the sad girl shtick. Sad girl is over.” This 
clearly sends the message that she is tired 
of people only appreciating her art for 
being “sad,” and the yearning messages it 
sends. Mitski wants people to appreciate 
her art even when she’s happy, and 
cannot provide these mournful songs all 
the time. It just goes to show how the vast 
majority of a fanbase can treat a celebrity 
as a commodity; something they want 
to be the same every time and become 
furious when it is different.

All in all, “Laurel Hell” more than 
deserves its spot as my album of the year, 
and Mitski deserves one hell of a break 
from the limelight. She has poured her 
heart out more times than I can count, 
and has earned fans that sometimes 
agree, but sometimes reject her wishes to 
grow, to change. What will she do in the 
future and what can we expect next from 
the indie pop sensation? Nobody really 
knows, but all we can do is support her, 
as well as other artists, into the future and 
see what else they can pour their blood, 
sweat and tears into.

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

8   SEPTEMBER 7,  2022   |   THE VERMILION



 SOUNDING

OFF
“What are your plans for 
labor day weekend?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Logan Warren
FITNESS STUDIES  SENIOR

“Going to the football 
game.”

Seth Noegel
MOVING IMAGE ARTS  FRESHMAN

“I am going to spend 
the weekend on False 
River for my friend’s 
birthday.”

Bowen Johnson
ACCOUNTING  FRESHMAN

“I am going to False 
River this weekend to 
spend the weekend on 
the water to celebrate 
my girlfriend’s 
birthday.”

Cameron Clayton
COMPUTER SCIENCE  SOPHOMORE

“Hitting the books! It’s 
only week two and I’m 
behind...”

Danielle Sinegal
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“Going to work at my 
zoo and studying 
afterwards.”

Brandon Boyd
PETROLEUM ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Rest.”
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