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UL’s response to racist building names
Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette is in the process of researching 
and potentially renaming various 
buildings that were named after racist 
historical figures. 

According to a report written by 
a task force brought together by UL 
Lafayette President Joseph Savoie, Foster 
Hall, DeClouet Hall, Buchanan Hall, 
Bittle Hall, Mouton Hall, Montgomery 
Hall and Fletcher Hall are named after 
various enslavers, Klansmen, members 
of the Confederacy, segregationists and 
supporters of policies that harmed or 
disenfranchised African Americans. 

In response to a petition created by 
Paul Richard, a UL Lafayette alum, 
and the youth’s protest and response to 
George Floyd’s murder in 2020 at the 
time, the university decided to establish 
a committee to review the building 
names and history, and create a report. 

“In the summer of 2020, amid 
renewed national calls for social and 
racial justice and to further reflect the 
University’s unwavering commitment 
to diversity, equity and inclusion, the 
University president asked for a formal 
historical and scholarly assessment of 
building names on the campus,” Senior 
Communications Representative Eric 
Maron wrote in a statement to The 
Vermilion. 

“A task force on building names 
was established to assess the historical 
origins of campus building names. It 
includes University faculty, scholars, 
and students with expertise in 
American history, Louisiana history, 
local history, history of race and 
ethnicity, and African American history, 
among other disciplines,” the statement 
continues. 

The task force submitted their 
findings to the university president on 
June 14, 2021. They received feedback 
from the president informing them that 
their findings were just a “draft” and 
that further research was necessary, 
although some committee members 
viewed their submission as the final 
product of their studies with solidified 
information that required action to be 
taken by the university. 

According to Theodore Foster, a 
member of the task force and a UL 
Lafayette history professor, they 
received a letter from the president 
on Oct. 21, 2021 that said the 
administration did not like the findings. 

“We still have yet to meet with the 
president, which I think is a testament 
to the neglect and lack of urgency from 
that office,” Foster said. “As far as I, 
as an individual in the committee, is 
concerned, the report is complete. The 
argument that the work done is not 
sufficient is a product of refusal to deal 
with the findings.”

The committee used university 
archives, various media outlets, 
bulletins, catalogs and collections of 
documentation to aid them in their 
research. 

The information they found was 
broken into four categories: information 
that was sufficient enough to draw a 
conclusion, information that needed 
more in-depth research and the research 
was completed, information that needed 
more in-depth research and is still 
being looked at by committee members 
and information that they deemed 
inconclusive. 

According to Michael Martin, 
Ph.D., a member of the task force and 
a UL Lafayette history professor, he 
understands why the president extended 
the researching process or did not 
accept the document as the final draft. 

“It’s mainly because we want to make 
sure that we’re getting things right and 
that we’re not missing something or 
accidentally overlooking something,” 
Martin said.

However, there are some buildings 
the committee confidently determined 
as problematic and that needed to be 
changed immediately.

“A decision needs to be made about 
whether these names can stay on those 
buildings,” Martin said. “It just comes 
down to a question of ‘are these the 
people we want memorialized on our 
campus in the decade of the 2020s?’”

DeClouet Hall, which now houses 
University College, was named in 
1921 after Paul Louis DeClouet, 
who served in the Confederacy, the 
group associated with fighting for the 
preservation of slavery. He was also 
a part of the White League, a white 
paramilitary organization that partook 
in racial terror acts to try to take over 
local governments as well as using scare 
tactics to stop Black people from voting. 

Buchanan Hall, which now houses 
the Offices of University Housing, 

Orientation, and Student Life & 
Conduct, was named in 1927 after John 
Charles Buchanan, who volunteered for 
the Confederate Army. 

Bittle Hall, which now houses the 
University Police Department, was 
named in 1939 after Atwood William 
Bittle, who was a part of the Lafayette 
Clan, B. C. Crow No. 24 of the Lafayette 
chapter of the KKK. 

Mouton Hall, which now houses 
the criminal justice, sociology & 
anthropology and political science 
departments, was named in 1940 
after members of the Mouton family 
including Alexandre Mouton, who 
was the owner of Ile Côpal Plantation, 
which had enslaved 120 people. He also 
received funds for public education by 
selling enslaved people, and was a part 
of the Louisiana Secession Convention, 
which pushed to separate from the U.S. 
in order to form the Confederacy and 
preserve slavery. 

Montgomery Hall, also known as the 
chemistry building, was named in 1952 
after William Montgomery, who was 
a member of the Lafayette Clan, B. C. 
Crow No. 24 of the Lafayette chapter of 
the KKK.

Certain building names needed 
further research, but that task was 
completed. 

Foster Hall, which now houses 
financial aid offices, was named 
after Murphy Foster, who regulated 
and supervised the incorporation of 
Louisiana’s Jim Crow system, including 
the passing of Louisiana’s Separate Car 
Law, which led to the Supreme Court’s 
landmark Plessy v. Ferguson decision. 

Fletcher Hall, also known as the art 
and architecture building, was named 
after Joel L. Fletcher, who, according to 

records, put halts in place purposefully 
for the integration of Black students 
into what was known at the time as 
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial 
Institute. 

According to Maron’s statement, 
“the next step in the process will be 
for the president to submit the task 
force’s completed assessment to the 
University Council which includes 
broad representation from across the 
divisions of the institution. A designated 
subgroup of the task force and the 
Council is developing a rubric that will 
assist in the decision process.”

“The rubric will be populated with 
information submitted both by the task 
force and the Council. The Council will 
then make its own recommendations 
to the president, who may also choose 
to invite additional campus and 
community input. 

“As a final step, the president 
will make recommendations to the 
University of Louisiana System Board 
of Supervisors which has authority over 
all System institutions,” the statement 
continues. 

Some of the members understand the 
negative consequences of these building 
names and how they could affect Black 
students. 

“The emergence of naming buildings 
and the honor associated with them, 
as symbolic and superficial as it is, has 
meaning.  And that meaning, you know, 
travels over time, almost 100 years later 
to where we are today with a Black 
student who’s receiving an education 
from an institution saying ‘hey, that 
racist building name, or that building 
name is associated with an individual 
who would not support my attendance 
here’,”Foster said. 

Photo by Malik Jones

Picture of DeClouet Hall, named after Paul Louis DeClouet.
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Picture of Bittle Hall, named after Atwood William Bittle.
Photo by Malik Jones

Picture of Foster Hall, named after Murphy Foster.
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“So she started getting older 
and moving slower and we 
knew she was getting up in 
age and it was time to start 
looking for a replacement.”
  Mike LaSalle

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

After 10 years of service, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette’s first police 
service dog, Pepper, has passed away.

Pepper was a German Shepherd born 
on Nov. 8, 2010 in Czechoslovakia. She 
eventually moved to US K9 Unlimited in 
Kaplan, then to the ULPD as a bomb dog. 
Lt. Mike LaSalle stepped up to take the 
role of her handler.

He had started handling dogs 
recreationally when he was nine and has 
been around dogs his whole life, even 
running a team of commercial sled dogs 
for a while, which made him a natural fit 
for the job.

LaSalle spoke on how easy it was 
to incorporate Pepper into the ULPD 
because she was able to save so much 
time thanks to her sense of smell that 
had been trained to recognize the specific 
odor of a common component used in 
explosives.

“I think it was really easy because it 
was needed. It saves so much time and 
energy, the dog can walk through a big 
area like the Cajundome or Cajun Field 
and search it in a matter of minutes, 
compared to what it would take for 
people,” LaSalle said. “Because we have to 
open every drawer and look at every item 
to determine what’s in the containers. 
And the dogs just live their whole lives 
based on odors, everything is based on 
their sense of smell.”

During her time in the force, Pepper 
would work at football games and 
other big events, sweeping the area for 
explosives and checking suspicious 
packages. As she was the only explosives 
detection dog in Acadiana, she also 
worked off university property and 
often investigated bomb threats around 
Acadiana.

To help build the bond between the 
handler and the dog, as well as to ensure 

the dog is properly cared for, Pepper lived 
with LaSalle, who also had other dogs 
she could socialize with while off-duty. 
Eventually, age began to slow her down.

Bella was the new dog brought in to 

take Pepper’s place. Though Pepper was 
retired from service, she remained to help 
train Bella. An odor would be hidden 
in an area, and Pepper would be used to 
check the wind conditions and to find 
the odor first. She’d then be rewarded and 
put away, and the new dog Bella would be 
given a chance to find it.

“So we’ve progressively incorporated 
the new dog into her new working 
environment while Pepper was going 
out. And then, ultimately, Pepper started 
staying home and Bella replaced her.”

Pepper continued living with 
LaSalle until she had to be put down 
approximately two months ago. LaSalle 
closed by sharing one of his favorite 
memories of Pepper.

“I was doing a bomb sweep, all-day 
sweeps one day for an event. And I let 
Pepper out behind a hotel to take a break. 
And she ran off into the grass and I had 
the car door open, I could see her, I knew 
what she was doing. She ran up and I saw 
something off in the distance,” LaSalle 
said. “She ran up to it, she picked it up, 
and she ran and got back into the car; it 
was a possum. She didn’t hurt it, she just 
picked it up and brought it back to the car 
and put it in the car with me.” Police Reports

Compiled by Marie Ducote

Oct. 2
• At 3:21 a.m., a cellphone was taken by a known party at 610 Tulane Ave. 
and returned without incident. Reporting party did not wish to make a 
report or pursue charges.

Oct. 1
• At 5:30 a.m., officers were dispatched to a possible domestic disturbance 
call at the Heritage Apartments. A report was generated.

• At 5:22 p.m., a student was arrested at Cajun Field for resisting an officer. 
A report of the incident was made.

Sept. 30
• At 2:41 a.m., officers were dispatched to Hilton Garden Inn in reference 
to an intoxicated individual. The individual was issued a summons for 
disturbing the peace.

• At 8:08 a.m., an individual reported to an officer about a stolen blue Next 
Matrix bike with orange stripes and a 4-foot cable bike lock at Huger Hall 
Zone 22 area. A report was generated.

Sept. 29
• At 11:09 p.m., a suspicious vehicle followed a subject from an off-
campus location to 300 Coliseum Rd, where words were exchanged. The 
suspicious vehicle left prior to law enforcement arriving.

• At 11:55 p.m., officers were dispatched to Bonin Hall in reference to a 
possible altercation. An investigation was conducted. A report was 
generated. 

Sept. 28
• At 9:21 a.m., officers were dispatched to the Alumni House for a 
suspicious person on the property. The person was arrested, and a report 
was generated.

• At 7:38 p.m., a call was received in reference to a fire in the kitchen on the 
second floor of the Student Union.

Sept. 26
• At 8:36 p.m., a student walked into Bittle Hall to report a possible sexual 
misconduct. A report was generated.

• At 10:58 p.m., officers were called in reference to a disturbance at Baker 
Hall. Officers investigated, and a report was generated. Officers Jarosz, 
Coleman, Dore and Paisley responded. A report was generated.

Sept. 25
• At 6:19 p.m., a report was made of three juveniles possibly harassing LIFE 
students. Officers Jarosz, Pitre, Alexander and Coleman responded. A 
report was generated.

ULPD’s first bomb dog, 
Pepper, passes away

Photo provided by ULPD

Pepper posing for a picture.
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Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR 

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette has made the single-use 
restrooms around campus gender-
neutral, updating the signage to simply 
read “restroom.”

The process began earlier this year, 
with the university identifying the 
single-use restrooms that were accessible 
to the public, as well as checking which 
ones were also handicap-accessible. 
These restrooms have since been 
updated with the new signage reading 
“restroom” in print and braille, as well as 
a symbol to indicate if they’re handicap-
accessible.

Currently, the university is working 
on a map of the locations of all gender-
neutral bathrooms around campus. The 

map, when completed, will be posted on 
the university website.

Kiwana McClung, the Chief Diversity 
Officer for the Office for Campus 
Diversity, spoke about the need for 
gender-neutral bathrooms for faculty 
and the student body.

“We just saw the chatter, the social 
media posts, people saying ‘Hey, like this 
is a problem, we need this.’ So we were 
just kind of staying on top of the public 
opinion about it,” McClung said.

Doc Theriot, a sophomore majoring 
in computer science, shared their 
discomfort with going into gendered 
restrooms.

“As someone who is trying to 
transition, some days I’m uncomfortable 
going into the restrooms. Sometimes 
I don’t know if I’ll make people 
uncomfortable going into the women’s 

restroom and the men’s restroom scares 
me,” Theriot said.

Updated signage is just one part 
of the university’s efforts to make 
LGBTQ+ students feel safe and included 
on campus. The Office for Campus 
Diversity sets up Project Allies training 
workshops, mainly attended by faculty, 
to help people understand and be a 
better ally to those in the LGBTQ+ 
community.

The Office for Campus Diversity 
also provides pronoun pins, available 
to anyone that stops by their office in 
Martin Hall Room 243.

“All of them are a hit with people and 
we find that faculty like them because 
they can wear their pronouns and it’s 
kind of a way to show their support 
as well,” McClung said. “And I think 
students feel a little bit more comfortable 
when they see a faculty member or staff 
member wearing their pronouns.”

McClung also spoke on the alienation 
that members of the LGBTQ+ 
community may feel, and how her office 
and the university strive to make campus 
a welcoming place for them.

“We’re here to support our LGBTQ 
population because it’s hard, they 
deal with a lot. You know, you look at 
the statistics of what they have to go 
through,” McClung said. “Just housing 
and issues with housing, the homeless 
population, especially our homeless 
youth, a lot of them are part of the 
LGBTQ+ community. A lot of them are 
estranged from their families and it’s 
hard to go to college and try to live your 
lives and not have any contact with the 
people that were supposed to be behind 
you. So I’m glad that we have things like 
this, things that we can do that makes 
things a little bit easier for them.”

The National Coalition for the 
Homeless cites a report from the 
Williams Institute that states 40% of 
homeless youth identify as part of the 
LGBTQ+ community, owing to social 
stigma, discrimination, rejection by their 

families and difficulty finding shelters 
that accept and respect them.

The Office for Campus Diversity 
welcomes and wants to help any students 
that might need assistance with issues 
they’re facing.

“If students have an issue that they 
think is related to their identity, they 
come to us just to have us mediate or just 
to kind of get advice from us about it,” 
McClung said. “Sometimes we just serve 
as an advocate, just to go through people 
and say ‘Hey listen, this student’s having 
this issue, maybe they don’t know how to 
talk to you about it.’ So we definitely are 
an office of advocates.”

The university allows for students 
to update their preferred name by 
completing a Preferred Name Request 
Form available on the university website. 
Though the policy is in place for 
students to be able to do this, McClung 
shared that the registrar’s office is 
still working on making sure that the 
student’s name is updated on as many 
systems as possible.

“So the policy is there. They’re just 
working out the bugs to get the whole 
thing to work. So I would ask people to 
be patient, I know it’s been a long time,” 
McClung said. “But know that there are 
some dedicated and hardworking people 
trying to get it up and running. And I 
think it’s gonna make a difference for a 
lot of people once it’s finally done.”

McClung also shared the other work 
the office does, such as working with 
different colleges and departments who 
want to start their own diversity advisory 
council, having a Women’s Leadership 
Conference every March and hosting 
the Courageous Conversations series of 
workshops.

“We have different speaker series 
or panel discussions about topics that 
are really hard, uncomfortable. But 
necessary to ensure that everybody 
belongs and is getting the information 
that they need to make a more inclusive 
campus,” McClung said.

UL campus restrooms updated 
with gender-neutral signage; 
further diversity efforts detailed

Brittany LeJeune
NEWS WRITER

More than 300 students have signed 
up and taken advantage of the services 
at the Campus Cupboard and Career 
Closet after opening at its new location 
on Sep. 7. 

The goal of Campus Cupboard 
is to supply students with one of 
their basic needs – food. The Career 
Closet is available to help students 
dress professionally by providing 
the necessary clothing. Both of these 
services are available to students free of 
charge. 

Campus Cupboard and Career Closet 
have moved to the old bookstore on 
St. Mary Street right in the middle of 
campus where it can be easily accessed 
by students before and after classes. 

Erin Garrett is a graduate assistant 
assigned to manage the Campus 
Cupboard and Career Closet and has 
noticed how many students are in need 
of support. 

“I think so many students are 
utilizing it because they simply need the 
assistance,” Garret said. 

Campus Cupboard is supplying 
students with food they would find in 
their pantries including goods like rice, 
pasta, cereal and other shelf-stable items. 

Students are allowed to use the 
Campus Cupboard twice a month. 

Students and faculty would register 
and complete a short intake process to 
get access to the services offered at the 
Campus Cupboard and Career Closet.

“During our first week of operation, 
we had lines out the door of people 
getting their intakes done,” Garrett said. 

The Career Closet allows students to 
take up to five items for a professional 
outfit such as a coat, tie, pants, shirt and 
shoes during the semester. 

The Career Closet gives students an 
opportunity to dress appropriately for 
presentations, job interviews, career fairs 
and student organization events. 

Students now know that these services 

are available to them, and they do not 
have to be ashamed to seek assistance. 

“I have overheard students say what a 
relief the cupboard is to them and many 
others tell me how thankful they are that 
we are here,” Garrett said. 

Most of the food at Campus Cupboard 
is donated through the Second Harvest 
Food Bank. The food is ordered twice 
a month and is brought to campus 
with assistance from the Office of 
Transportation. 

Campus Cupboard is always accepting 
donations of fresh fruit, vegetables and 
milk, along with nonperishable food 
items. 

“On your next trip to the grocery 
store, consider spending 5-10 extra 
dollars on items for the cupboard,” 
Garrett said.

The Career Closet also encourages 
people to donate graduation wear. 

“We also hope to collect some cap 
and gowns and build a section for our 

graduates that have difficulty purchasing 
these one-time use items,” Garrett said. 

Members of the Campus Cupboard 
and Career Closet hope to eventually 
provide education about grocery 
shopping, how to cook a nutritional 
meal on a college budget and how to 
dress for success. 

Garrett’s hope for the future of the 
Campus Cupboard and Career Closet 
is to keep providing these goods and 
services for students and faculty. 

Upon opening, over 300 students go 
to Campus Cupboard and Career Closet

Photo by Adhamm Safford

New gender-neutral bathroom sign in the Visual Arts Annex.

Photo by Malik Jones

Picture of the interior of Campus Cupboard.
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Cade Roland
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette has been experiencing both 
reports and scares of burglaries at Cajun 
Field. 

In September, Cajun Field has seen 
multiple burglaries at their concession 
stands. According to reports, some of 
the stolen items included a TV remote, a 
Sprite bottle, a clear plastic bottle, a Bud 
Light bottle and cases of beer and soda. 

Cajun Field holds a lot of student 
traffic, with it being a main stop for the 
UL Lafayette bus system and providing 
parking for many students.

Lt. Billy Abrams, public information 
officer for the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette Police Department, 
commented on the Cajun Field 
burglaries and ULPD’s response.

“I can confirm that multiple 
burglaries have occurred at Cajun Field. 
Combined, it is not a lot of things that 
were taken, but it is enough to make it 
a serious crime. We have taken steps to 
prevent it from happening again, and 
we are moving forward with some good 
information,” Abrams said.

Students who park their vehicles at 
Cajun Field expressed their thoughts on 
the incidents and personal fear of theft.

Kai Hensley, a junior majoring in 
kinesiology, shared his thoughts of the 
burglaries at Cajun Field.

“I wouldn’t say I have a concern for 
my personal safety, but more so for 
possessions. You might not want to keep 
anything too important in your car if 
there is someone going out stealing,” 
Hensley said.

David Akinsoji, a freshman and 
mechanical engineering major, gave his 
thoughts on safety at Cajun Field and a 
burglary scare he experienced.

“It is a concern for safety because your 
car could get broken into. Just yesterday, 

I walked to my car and found my trunk 
slightly opened. I normally make sure 
that everything is closed. I looked inside 
and found one of my two speakers 
moved under something,” Akinsoji said.

Akinsoji said that nothing was 
stolen from his vehicle, but he believes 
someone attempted to take one of his 
speakers, and then placed it back inside 
to leave the scene.

Abrams also commented on how 

to keep one’s property and belongings 
safe on campus, and University Police’s 
availability to students.

“Maintain your property and keep 
it close to you. We always express for 
people to be their own guardian when it 
comes to protecting their personal space 
and property. Anything beyond that, 
give us a call and we would be more 
than happy to assist in any way that we 
can,” Abrams said.

With many students flowing 
through campus every day, it is vital 
to be protective of one’s belongings 
when leaving a vehicle parked, as 
opportunities for burglary can increase 
in densely populated university parking 
areas.

For more information on staying 
safe around campus and information 
on ULPD, visit their section of the 
University Website.

ULPD response and student’s 
thoughts on campus burglaries

Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

On Sept. 12, one of the UL Lafayette 
buses broke down on Rex Street.

Stuart Glaeser is the director of 
Transportation Services and explained 
the protocol when the bus broke down.

“In the event a bus does break down 
[such as Sept. 12] on the route between 
Cajun Field and Rex street, the UL 
Lafayette police are called immediately 
to help make sure that passengers can 
safely disembark the stalled bus safely 
and board the bus we send immediately 
behind it,” Glaeser said.

“We have the ability to respond 
instantly given the nature of our bus 
route and the number of buses that we 
run at any given time. We enable our 
plan for a breakdown and act as fast 

and safely as possible to resolve the 
situation,” Glaeser continued.

Even though one of the buses broke 
down, many students still utilize the 
Transportation Services to get to and 
from campus.

Luna Touchet is a music media major 
who lives off-campus and usually takes 
the bus to arrive on campus.

“The buses are really nice, especially 
the newer ones with that crisp AC. For 
the most part the buses are very timely, 
and the drivers are always friendly,” 
Touchet said.

Although there are students who feel 
that the buses are good the way they are, 
there are others who feel indifferent to 
the UL Lafayette buses.

Aidan Grose, a marketing major, is in 
his second year of college and lives on 
campus. He takes the bus to transport 

around the campus, since he lives in 
Huger Hall. 

“They need to add a bus that goes 
from the dorms [that aren’t Agnes] to 
the gym, as well as extend the hours 
of operation to be the times that the 
university facilities are open,” Grose said.

 Luna Touchet also explained that 
even though she enjoys the UL Lafayette 
buses, she does feel that there needs 
to be some improvement involving 
timeliness.

“Every once in a while you’ll get on a 
bus, they will sit there with a full bus for 
20 minutes [the longest was 25] before 
starting,” Touchet said.“Even with a bus 
that only has a few people in it, if it hits 
close to ten minutes, start the bus! It’s 
not enough to make you not want to 
take the buses, overall they’re lovely and 
worth the risk, but if there’s one thing 

they could improve it would be more 
consistently leaving on time.”

Glaeser explained how the 
Transportation Services are looking to 
improve their services in the near future.

“We are in the process of launching 
a new app that will once again allow 
students to track buses live. Individuals 
will be able to know exactly where the 
buses are and when they will arrive 
at each of the designated bus stops,” 
Glaeser said.

To look for more information, 
students can visit the Office of 
Transportation Services website to view 
the bus schedule.

Transportation Services looks to improve 
bus services after UL bus breaks down 

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones

A closed concession stand. 

Photo by Boyd Daniels

Broken down bus being towed down Rex Street. 
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Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

With the fall season upon the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette and 
classes in the grip of midterms, students 
are subject to diverse experiences that 
contribute to their college careers.

The semester is nearly a third of the 
way completed and has brought various 
experiences to students.

For Matthew Barrois, a freshman in 
civil engineering, the semester has not 
proven to be too much.

“Nothing has been too challenging 
that I couldn’t just think about and get 
past or put some effort into it and be 
done with it,” Barrois said.

This semester for Dalton Thayer, 

a senior computer science major, is 
gradually increasing in workload.

“It started off a bit slow, but I can 
definitely tell that all my classes are 
picking up now,” Thayer said.

For Destany Cryer, a sophomore in 
nursing, this semester has been proven 
eye-opening.

“Overall, this semester has been good 
but tedious. I’m a nursing major at ULL, 
and while taking courses this semester 
I’ve noticed the large amount of 
information being taught but not given 
enough time to master,” Cryer said.

Accounting sophomore Sophia Dinh’s 
semester has been challenging so far.

“I’ve personally been having a hard 
time handling a healthy work-life 
balance,” Dinh said.

Joe Caldwell, a senior political science 

major, compared this semester to those 
of his past.

“My semester so far has been like 
many others: not too difficult but not too 
easy,” Caldwell said.

Not all students’ midterm experiences 
are identical, especially for students 
under different classifications and 
majors.

Caldwell once again compared 
this semester to those in the past. He 
pictured this midterm experience 
positively.

“I feel I am prepared more than I have 
been in previous semesters,” Caldwell 
said.

Barrois, as a freshman, expressed 
difficulty with his professors when 
navigating midterms.

“As for midterms, none of my 
professors or teachers have talked to me 
about them nor do they have anything 
up on their Moodles to tell us what’s 
happening. I don’t even know when 
most of my midterms are,” Barrois said.

Thayer maintained a neutral attitude 
toward his present midterm experience, 
and elaborated on the midterms a 
computer science major may experience.

“With midterms, I’ve already received 
two and they went about as well as I 
expected. I have an operating systems 
midterm too. There’s gonna be three 
projects and they’re all going to be 
multi-part like and tough to fit together,” 
Thayer said.

This semester has proven difficult for 
some students, but insightful for others.

According to Cryer, this semester has 
deepened her intention for nursing.

“The good thing about this semester 
is that I’m perfecting my knowledge 
on what is to be a nurse, through 
good times and bad,” Cryer said. “My 
classes this semester, although they are 
tedious, they make me realize this is the 
profession I want to be in.”

Dinh described her schedule for this 
in a negative manner.

“I had all my first major tests, club 
meetings and other personal events and 
issues all occur in the same week. My 
mind and body were on overdrive, and 
I had little to no sleep that week because 
of my anxiety and stress,” Dinh said.

Students at varying stages of their 
education said they had different 
expectations for college, and that 
college has, in most cases, veered from 
expectation.

According to Thayer, college has lived 
up to prior expectations set.

“I’d say it was more expected than 
unexpected. There are some things that, 
of course, you just never see coming, but 
I think for the most part it’s about what 
I thought it would be,” Thayer said. “It’s 
all about the time management game. 
I mean they tell you that beforehand if 
you manage your time well you do well. 
Just spend the appropriate amount of 
effort required for your classes and it will 
be fine.”

Caldwell said college has far exceeded 
his expectations both academically and 
socially.

“College has been not only what 
I expected but so much more. UL 
Lafayette offers many interesting and 
academically challenging classes. UL is 
also a social school, and I have been able 
to make lifelong friends with individuals 
from many backgrounds and majors. 
Although covid lessened the social 
aspect, my college experience has been 
the best I could ever ask for,” Caldwell 
said.

If you are experiencing difficulty and 
are seeking academic assistance, visit 
the UL Lafayette website under the 
Academic Affairs Division to access 
different resources, including academic 
advisors, the writing center and grade 
appeals.

Midterm check-in: How are UL 
students holding up so far?

Isaac Henry 
SPORTS EDITOR

On Saturday October 1st, with over 
20,000 fans and students in attendance, 
the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns took the 
field for their fifth game of the season, 
this time against their fellow Sun Belt 
Conference member, the South Alabama 
Jaguars. The two teams’ seasons couldn’t 
project much differently at this point: 
while the Cajuns’ offense has failed to 
put up more than three touchdowns 
in any given game versus a terrible 
schedule, the Jaguars have scored at 
least 30 points in every match up to this 
point, even against strong Power Five 
competition. The previous week, while 
the Cajuns were struggling and failing 
to put away the Louisiana-Monroe 
Warhawks, the Jaguars managed to score 
38 points in a win against the Louisiana 
Tech Bulldogs.

The first Cajuns offensive play of the 
game saw an errant Chandler Fields 
pass get intercepted then fumbled by 
Jaguars’ senior cornerback Darrell Luter, 
Jr., and recovered by Cajuns senior 
receiver Michael Jefferson. Cajuns senior 
running back Chris Smith broke away 
for a 55-yard run, setting up a 29-yard 
field goal, which sophomore Kenneth 
Almandarez missed wide right. After 
a quick Jaguars three-and-out, Cajuns 
senior cornerback and return man Eric 
Garror put the team on his back, and 
with a few good blocks, ran back a 69-
yard punt return for a touchdown.

Things went as expected for pretty 
much the entire game after that point: 
many Cajuns drives stalled out either 
to penalties or poor execution, but the 
defense kept the game within striking 
distance. The Jaguars were held to one 
touchdown in the first half to keep 
the score tied at 7–7, and senior safety 
Bralen Trahan caught the Jaguars’ lone 
interception to prevent a potential score 
with less than a minute in the half.

With just seven minutes left in the 
game, down 10–17, Ben Wooldridge and 
company orchestrated a 17-play, 82-yard 
touchdown drive that saw the team 
convert five third downs and finally 

overcome a holding penalty to tie the 
game up. Some questionable play-calling 
and clock management left 42 seconds 
on the board, though, and the Jaguars 
took advantage of an exhausted Cajuns’ 
defense to set up a walk-off 43-yard field 
goal to guarantee another Cajuns’ loss, 
17–20.

This loss puts the Cajuns at 2–3 for the 
season and 0–2 in conference play. This 
ties the team for the worst overall and 
conference record in the West Division 
of the Sun Belt Conference.

Some additional positives: the Cajuns’ 

run blocking had their best second half 
of the season so far. Senior running back 
Chris Smith had the space for several 
breakout runs, and the offense generated 
161 yards on 30 carries. The team also 
performed much better in crunch time 
overall as well, controlling the pace 
and connecting with receivers when it 
counted most.

The negatives were on display yet 
again: receivers dropping easy catches, 
awful accuracy from both quarterbacks 
and way too many penalties, especially 
for a home game. The two-quarterback 

system came ahead in this game; Fields 
and Wooldridge were swapped basically 
every drive until midway through the 
second quarter, when Fields suffered 
a hit and was replaced by Wooldridge 
permanently. Hopefully, Fields’ apparent 
injury heals quickly and the 10-day 
break the bye week grants gets him back 
into the system.

Cajuns football drops Homecoming 
game versus South Alabama Jaguars

Photo by Andre Broussard

Cajuns linebacker Jourdan Quibodeaux (#43) takes down Jaguar’s running back La’Damian Webb (#3) on Saturday, Oct. 1.
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Students attending class in a computer lab at Agnes Edwards.
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Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Some people are calling the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns’ quarterback situation 
a controversy. Some call it a carousel. 
Some even believe the Cajuns are 
just keeping opposing defenses on 
their toes. The Cajuns’ situation at 
the quarterback position is definitely 
something fans aren’t used to seeing.

Head coach Michael Desormeaux 
has opted to rotate both redshirt 
sophomore Chandler Fields and 
redshirt junior Ben Wooldridge in each 
of the Cajuns’ five games this season. 
Whatever it is that Desormeaux is 
looking for at quarterback, we have a 

healthy sample size of statistics to show 
what each player is capable of.

Fields, through five games, 
has thrown for 608 yards, seven 
touchdowns and just three 
interceptions. He has a quarterback 
rating of 128.6 along with a 56.8% 
completion percentage.

Wooldridge, on the other hand, has 
thrown for 440 yards, three touchdowns 
and one interception. His quarterback 
rating currently sits at 125.5, and he has 
completed 64.9% of his passes.

Projected over the rest of the 
season, Fields is on pace to throw 
for 1,459 yards, 16 touchdowns and 
seven interceptions. Wooldridge is 
on pace to throw for 1,056 yards, 

seven touchdowns and only two 
interceptions.

So far, Fields has been the more 
productive quarterback, but it is 
important to note that Fields has 
attempted 95 passes compared to 
Wooldridge’s 74 attempts. Both 
players have a similar touchdown-to-
interception ratio, meaning they both 
have done well with their decision 
making.

Looking at how each quarterback 
has contributed to the run game, 
Wooldridge has run for 68 scoreless 
yards through five games. He is on 
pace to run for 163 yards this season. 
Fields has only ran for 18 yards, putting 
him on pace for just 43 rushing yards. 
Fields, however, does have the lone 
rushing touchdown between the two 
quarterbacks.

Both Wooldridge and Fields haven’t 
provided much offense running the 
ball. Through five games, Fields has 
looked like the more effective runner, 
though neither quarterback poses a 
huge threat with their legs.

One of the most important areas 
of the field for a quarterback is the 
red zone. In the red zone this season, 
Fields has thrown for 42 yards, four 
touchdowns and zero interceptions 
while also adding a touchdown on the 
ground. His passer rating in this part of 
the field is a remarkable 174.8.

Wooldridge has a much smaller 
sample size in the red zone. He has only 
attempted five passes in that part of the 
field and has thrown for 10 yards and 
two touchdowns without throwing a 
pick.

While both quarterbacks have been 
great in the red zone, it is Fields who 
has a much larger sample size and has 
been more productive in that area of 
the field.

Another important part of a 
quarterback’s game is how well 
they perform on third down. When 
faced with third down this season, 

Wooldridge has completed 10 of 16 
passes for 94 yards, one touchdown 
and no interceptions while amassing a 
passer rating of 132.5. He has also only 
been sacked once on third down.

Fields has struggled on third down 
this season, completing only 48.3% 
of his passes for 213 yards, two 
touchdowns and two interceptions. His 
passer rating on third down is 118.9.

Wooldridge has shown a clear 
edge over Fields with his third-down 
passing.

In the second half of football games, 
when pressure begins to mount on 
football teams, especially in the 
fourth quarter, Fields has completed 
56% of his passes for 325 yards, four 
touchdowns and one interception with 
a passer rating of 133. In the fourth 
quarter alone, Fields has thrown for 99 
yards, two touchdowns and one pick 
with a passer rating of 114.6.

Wooldridge in the second half has 
been slightly better, completing 64.8% 
of his passes for 344 yards, three 
touchdowns and zero interceptions. 
His second-half passer rating is an 
astounding 136.7. In the fourth quarter 
this season, Wooldridge has completed 
64.1% of his passes for 243 yards and 
two touchdowns with a rating of 133.4.

Both quarterbacks have been 
excellent in the second half of games 
as well as the fourth quarter, but it is 
Wooldridge who has performed better 
in the clutch moments of games.

It is yet to be seen if Coach 
Desormeaux will continue to rotate 
and use both quarterbacks, but these 
statistics do a good job of showing 
who performs well in different areas of 
the game. It will be interesting to keep 
these in mind as the Cajuns continue to 
figure out who their “guy” is.

What the Ragin’ Cajuns’ current 
quarterback rotation has shown us

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul
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Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

When one goes to Cajun Field on a 
Saturday, they can look over at the side of 
the stadium where the opponent bench 
is. If they look up at the concessions area 
in the concourse, they can find jersey 
numbers that have been retired by the 
Ragin’ Cajuns. This means that no players 
will be allowed to wear them without 
specific permission from the player who 
wore the number previously. There is one 
jersey number in particular that stands 
out to me, and that is the number nine, 
which star quarterback Jake Delhomme 
wore.

 As a Ragin’ Cajun, Delhomme led the 
then-University of Southwest Louisiana 
for all four years of his collegiate career, 
being the only true freshman to start as 
a quarterback for a Division I school in 
1993. As a senior, Delhomme led the 
team’s biggest upset at the time, a 29–22 
victory over the 25th-ranked Aggies. 
He graduated from the University of 
Southwest Louisiana as the record-holder 
in many statistics. 

Unfortunately, all 32 NFL teams didn’t 
see the talent that Delhomme had as he 
went undrafted. But the Saints took a 
shot on the Louisiana native, and after 
the 1997 season he was assigned to the 
Amsterdam Admirals, an NFL Europe 
team that served to develop talent like 
Delhomme. This would prove useful 
in 1999 as he won the NFL Europe 
equivalent of the Super Bowl, the World 
Bowl. After his success internationally, 
Delhomme rejoined the Saints as a 
backup to Aaron Brooks and Jeff Blake. 
He didn’t see much playing time, but 
when he did see the field, he made it 
count. In his first-ever NFL start, he 
threw for two touchdowns to secure the 
Saints’ 31–24 victory against the Dallas 
Cowboys in Week 16 of the 1999 season.

Delhomme was looking to take a 
starting role once his contract expired 
in 2003. He met with representatives 
from both the Carolina Panthers and the 

Cowboys. He eventually signed with the 
Panthers after coach John Fox noticed 
Delhomme’s performance against the 
Cowboys back in 1999. After starter 
Rodney Peete was pulled during halftime 
of the first regular season game, Fox put 
Delhomme in. 

Delhomme never looked back, 
leading the Panthers to Super Bowl 
XXXVIII. During that game, Delhomme 
completed 16 of his 33 passes for 323 
yards and three touchdowns. One of 
these touchdowns broke the Super Bowl 
record for longest play from scrimmage, 
an 85-yard strike to Mushin Muhammad. 
However, the Panthers fell to the New 
England Patriots on a last-second 
field goal by kicker Adam Vinatieri. 
Delhomme never reached the Super 
Bowl again, joining great talents like Dan 
Marino and others in the ‘Super Bowl 
one-and-done’ category.

Delhomme set and held most Panther 
quarterback records until Cam Newton 
came along and smashed them. After his 
time in Carolina, Delhomme had brief 
stints with the Cleveland Browns and 
Houston Texans before calling it a career 
in 2011 and returning home to Breaux 
Bridge, Louisiana.

Arguably, the biggest contributions he 
has made in his life have come off the 
field. In 2015, I met Delhomme at the 
Cajuns’ Fan Day at the Cajundome. At 
the time, I didn’t recognize his face. But 
when someone told me who he was, I 
was extremely eager to meet the man. 
Of course, being young and naive, I 
unintentionally poured salt on a wound 
by ragging on him for losing to the 
Patriots (and Mr. Delhomme, if you read 
this, know that I am terribly sorry for 
that). My sister, on the other hand, just 
knew him as the man in her third grade 

Louisiana history textbook. The fact 
that Delhomme is, or was, in a textbook 
with historical figures like Jean Lafitte, 
Zachary Taylor and Ruby Bridges should 
only serve to indicate his impact off the 
field as well as on the field. 

Jake Delhomme is the greatest Ragin’ 
Cajun of all time. Sure, he’s a great 
football player who’s battled adversity 
and hardships to get to the biggest stage 
of his life. Yes, he won championships in 
Europe. But a man who ends up in Super 
Bowls, record books and history books 
has made contributions that should be 
remembered for all of time. Delhomme, 
for not only his work on the gridiron but 
also his work off of it, fits my definition of 
what it means to be the greatest.

Greatest Ragin’ Cajun of all time
OPINION

Photo by Malik Jones

Louisiana’s Jake Delhomme (#12) performs a handoff during a game in the 1996 season.

Photo by Malik Jones

Quarterback Chandler Fields runs with the ball against Southeastern on Sept. 3.
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Ann Soileau
ALLONS WRITER

If you’re a part of the fashion world, 
you’ve probably heard of fast fashion 
by now. It is defined by Webster’s 
Dictionary as “an approach to the 
design, creation, and marketing of 
clothing fashions that emphasizes 
making fashion trends quickly and 
cheaply available to consumers.” 
This seemingly harmless business 
practice has fostered many arguments 
over sustainability, accessibility and 
unnecessary consumption. 

Fast fashion on its own doesn’t seem 
like such a crazy idea. With the rate 
at which trends are cycling right now, 
wouldn’t it make sense for business to 
want to keep up without losing profit? 
I mean, that sounds pretty logical to 
me. The problem with fast fashion lies 
in how businesses keep their profits, 
even while producing more items. Fast 
fashion brands supply clothing made 
out of cheap materials, held together 
with stitching that quickly falls apart. 
And who’s making these articles of 
clothing? If you guessed underpaid, 
overworked employees, you’d be 
correct!

Fast fashion is something that many 
people have decided that they simply 
don’t feel comfortable supporting. Some 
argue that under no circumstances 
should anyone buy clothing made by 
a fast fashion brand. Instead, the only 
way to buy clothing is through small 
businesses that make their clothing 
sustainably.  There are a few gray areas, 
however, that seem to get left out of the 
conversation. 

First, many people are blinded by a 
price point. They assume that because 
clothing costs more, that it is higher 
quality, when this really isn’t always 
the case. Beyond the hard to read signs 
in some brands, some people simply 
cannot afford to spend $50-$100 on 
one article of clothing. And what about 
people who don’t wear straight sizes? 
Sometimes, fast fashion brands are the 
only places to find plus-size, trendy 
items. 

Enter: the secondhand store, the 
perfect place to find cheap, trendy 

items without directly supporting a 
controversial brand. The difference 
between buying used clothing from a 
thrift, resale or consignment store and 
buying new clothing online or at a store 
is the way that they handle inventory. 
Regular stores operate on a supply 
and demand system, where if the 
fast-fashion brands sell out, the store 
has to buy more from their suppliers. 
This way, your money ends up directly 
contributing to the profit of those fast 
fashion companies. 

When buying from a thrift store, 
however, they do not operate on that 
same system. Instead, they fill their 
inventory with what they can get from 
their customers. If Customer A buys a 
shirt from a fast fashion brand, their 

money lands directly into that brand’s 
pockets. If they decide that maybe they 
don’t really like that shirt anymore, they 
can go to a thrift store and donate - or 
sometimes sell - that shirt to the store. 
The store then turns around and sells 
that shirt to Customer B, whose money 
lands in the pockets of the store. This 
way, two customers get use out of one 
shirt, and the fast fashion brand only 
gets paid once.

 There are, however, still some 
problems with buying second hand. 
Buying second hand doesn’t allow for 
many options when it comes to sizes 
and styles, which again can inhibit 
people who wear plus sizes. Then, there 
is the topic of if thrift and resale stores 
are good businesses to support. 

Buying secondhand clothing isn’t 
the end-all, be-all when it comes to 
shopping sustainably, but I think it’s a 
step in the right direction. Besides, as 
a member of the broke college student 
club, I can definitively say that we don’t 
have upwards of $50 to spend on one 
piece of clothing. And as a member of 
the midsize girly club, I can say that 
there has been more than one time that 
I’ve tried sustainable brands, only to 
be met with disappointment because 
the brand refuses to carry my size. Fast 
fashion brands, which I choose to not 
support, are often the only ones that do. 

Plus, it’s getting cold(ish) outside, 
someone has to sell size 16 jeans to me. 
If I have to choose, that someone will 
most likely be a second hand store. 

The unsustainable draw of the 
exploitative fast fashion industry

Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

As a child I had to experience the 
loss of a sibling in my life. A major 
change like this is awful for anyone to go 
through, much less a 9-year-old.

I did not really understand the concept 
of death at the time. It wasn’t until much 
later that I would understand what death 
meant. It meant a loss of a life. A huge 
concept that 9-year-old me would have to 
learn the hard way. 

A few years after my sister’s death, I 
started work through my grief. Coming 
from a Hispanic-American home, 
counseling and therapy weren’t options 

commonly sought out. So this left me to 
look for other means of coping. 

I had always wanted to dance, so I had 
begged my mother for years to let me 
join a studio. One day, I found an ad for a 
Christian dance studio in my mailbox. It 
felt like it was perfectly placed for me. 

After my sister’s death, we moved 
from our old house to a new house 
across town. My parents were in no place 
financially to support a young dancer, but 
they saw how much I wanted to do it. So 
we compromised; I would take one dance 
class.

I chose to take a ballet class. I excitedly 
signed myself up and sadly had to wait 
a few months to join in the next school 

year. That summer, I probably watched 
anything and everything ballet related. 
I was so infatuated and excited with the 
thought of becoming a real dancer.

Starting dance as an 11-year-old is 
considered late in a normal dancer’s 
career. Most dancers start from the age 
of two or three and finish when they 
graduate high school. I was definitely 
behind compared to the other girls in my 
class, but I didn’t let that discourage me. 

As I got older, dance became more 
prominent in my life. I still continued 
with ballet only, but I depended on it to 
get me through my days. I often felt like 
the studio was more like home than my 
actual home. 

My best memories consist of sitting 
on the wooden floor and watching the 
older girls perform their solos, or simply 
watching the pointe class before me. 
Moments like these made me feel like I 
was still the kid I was before my sister’s 
death.

Dance was the outlet I needed to 
survive those harsh years. It was a means 
of expressing my emotions whenever I 
could not speak them. I loved being able 
to simply leave everything that troubled 
me on the dance floor. 

As I grew into an older teenager, I 
struggled with body image issues. Which 
is common in dance, since dancers stare 
at themselves in large mirrors for hours 
on end. I have heard horror stories of 
other dancers saying their studios forced 
them to lose weight or constantly fat 
shamed them. 

My experience was thankfully not like 
that. I had the sweetest and kindest dance 
teacher. She was, for me, the person I 
needed in those moments of my life. Her 
sweet way of teaching meant the world 
to me. 

For me it wasn’t just dance that helped 
me cope, it was also the people I was 

surrounded by. It made me want to 
look forward to the stolen laughs in the 
middle of class, or the playful glances 
we made to each other when one of us 
messed up. 

Ballet is a very disciplined artform. You 
need to be very powerful to make the 
moves look very soft and natural. I often 
thought of myself like that, needing to be 
strong inside, yet calm and collected on 
the outside. 

I remember days where all I wanted 
was to forget the outside world and only 
work on myself. Ballet was the way I 
could do that. I could walk in, zone out, 
work on my technique, and I wouldn’t be 
viewed as selfish. 

Grieving the loss of someone or 
something can be a grueling process. I 
can say that grief does not always have 
to be sad and lonely. You can create 
wonderful memories as you learn to cope 
and continue with life. 

I can look back at some of the darkest 
points in my life and see what beautiful 
art I created. Grief is something you learn 
to live with and move on, and that is what 
I did. I moved on from dance.                          

I wish I could say I continued to 
pursue ballet and became an amazing 
prima ballerina, but I did not. Because of 
circumstances that happened in my life, I 
had to drop out of dance. I was extremely 
sad, but I felt that I had grown enough as 
a person. I did not need to dance to cope 
anymore. 

I am sure 11-year-old me is mad at me 
for not fighting for my passion harder. 
But she does not know that dance saved 
her life, and that is worth more than any 
professional career. 

If you are going through a period 
of grief, I encourage you to pursue 
something. Anything really, take a small 
chance. You might even find your saving 
grace through a newspaper ad, like I did.

Coping with grief through dance

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson
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Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

Imagine if the limbo scene from 
“Inception” was real. You are laying face 
first on the shore with the waves rolling 
on top of you, and it feels as if you cannot 
get up. Nonetheless, you know you have 
to get up and figure out where you are. 
Then, when you stand up, you are at a 
four-way intersection at a crossroads. 

This is how adulting has been for me so 
far. I am only the ripe age of 20, but the 
way my inner child demands to interject 
herself in everything is something 
that makes growing up even more of a 
challenge. 

The inner child is defined as its name: 
the child in your inner self who acts 
according to the surroundings they grew 
up around or in. Some people have that 
looming child inside for years while other 
people do not have an inner child at all. 
In those cases, people most likely did not 
have the chance to be a kid and had to 
immediately grow up.

Regardless, whether you have or 
had an inner child or not, managing, 
confronting and/or cooperating with 
your inner child takes us on a journey 
deep down within ourselves, so we 
can become better and more evolved 
individuals. With time continuing to pass 
and life going on without a single batted 
eye, we are all looking for the answer of 
who we are underneath the surface. 

 According to Casey McDonald’s 
article in Mind Journal, “Healing the 
inner child is how you begin to truly 
grow in relationships, with friends, and in 
business. There will always be an instance 
when you will become challenged by 
your past pain, but that is where the 
healing begins, taking your own power 
back.” 

 As we grow and learn our own life 
lessons, part of why we tend to hold 
back is because of the fear in us. More 
specifically, what holds us back is the fear 
that has been absorbed and digested by 
our inner child. 

The reason for this is because we have 
our own little kid squirming around that 
has not dealt with their past wounds 
and because of this, our inner wounds 

scarring our child has not been healed 
according to McDonald. 

Sue Mahoney has a statement on her 
website that says, “Your personal growth 
and development, mental health, and 
spiritual growth will all stall out at a 
certain point if you avoid healing your 
inner child issues. Like dandelions, issues 
grow back unless the root is taken care 
of.”

She also wrote, “Reparenting yourself 
is not about repeating everything your 
parents did, but often involves unlearning 
that, and discovering afresh how to 
parent yourself healthily.” Aspects such 
as Western parenting, neurodivergence, 

family cultures and positive feedback 
loops are factors into what we need to 
unlearn to become healthier, clearer and 
stronger. 

Mahoney compares these suppressed 
issues to dandelions, and personally for 
me, I resonate with this simile because if 
we were gardeners or farmers, we would 
take the time to make sure our flowers 
and plants were getting enough water, 
have enough soil and we would wait until 
our creation has bloomed.

If we have bad flowers that are wilting 
or dying, in this case our underlying 
issues, we would get to the root and get 
rid of it. That is what we have to do in 

order for our inner child to heal and 
understand we are no longer children. 
We have to let go of the pain of the past 
so we can flourish in our new future. 

So, we are back at the crossroads by 
the shore with not a single clue on what 
to do. We might panic, we might have a 
fight with ourselves on what the logical 
choice is or we run away and become 
even more lost than before. However, 
if we work with our inner child and be 
patient, the light will shine and we will 
find our way.

How to work with your inner 
child and everything that follows

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

Through my articles, readers have 
learned two things about me: I like 
reading and music. Now, if you combine 
those two things, my favorite books to 
read are about music history/memoirs. 
So here it is finally: my favorite music-
related books.

I have always been a huge Blondie fan 
and lead singer Debbie Harry’s memoir 
“Face It: A Memoir” (2019) made me 
appreciate the band even more.

  Harry takes readers on a journey 
through her life with her words and 
pictures from her musical career. She 
writes about the sexism she faced as 
a female in the predominantly male-
driven world of punk rock in the 
late 1970s. This quote from the book 
exemplifies this, “I was playing up the 
idea of being a very feminine woman 
while fronting a male rock band in a 
highly macho game.” 

But as in any music-related memoir, 
Harry goes into detail about playing at 
legendary venues such as CBGB in New 
York. I highly recommend it if you are 
interested in learning about the late 70s 
punk scene. I finished this book in a 
span of a few days because I could not 
put it down. 

After you finish “Face It: A Memoir,” 
Carrie Brownstein’s “Hunger Makes Me 
A Modern Girl” (2015) should be your 
next read. 

Carrie Brownstein is most well known 
today as the co-creator of “Portlandia” 
(2011-2018) with Fred Armisen, but 
in the 90s, she was most known for 
founding the riot grrrl band Sleater-
Kinney. In her memoir, Brownstein 
explores what led her to choose to be 
a musician and the difficulties that can 
come with it. Like Harry, Brownstein 
was witness to a defining time in 
music. Harry, it was the punk scene, 
and with Brownstein, it was the riot 
grrrl movement. Riot grrrl was a punk 

movement/subculture in the late 90s that 
had its roots in Olympia, Washington 
and combined punk music, feminism, 
and politics.  

“Hunger Makes Me…” has a more 
narrative feel to the book than “Face It: 
A Memoir” did. The book is full of dry 
humor and heartbreaking moments. 
The parts I found the most interesting 
were learning about how Sleater-Kinney 
formed and the process of making an 
album. Brownstein is brutally honest 
about her struggles with anxiety and 
how that was one of the contributing 
factors to Sleater-Kinney’s breakup in 
2006. The band ended up reforming in 
2014 and is still making music today. 

“The First Collection of Criticism 
by a Living Female Rock Critic” (2021 
edition) by Jessica Hopper is not a 
memoir but a collection of Hopper’s 
various essays, album reviews and 
interviews she has done throughout her 
career as a writer. 

“The First Collection…” is one of 

those books where you don’t have to 
read it straight through; you can choose 
what you want to read about. You can 
tell from Hopper’s writing she writes 
from a fan’s perspective and as someone 
who also loves music, I connected to the 
book on that level. She makes her words 
personal in the way she writes about a 
particular album she enjoyed and the 
musicians she interviewed.  

Some of my favorite pieces I have read 
so far have been “Deconstructing Lana 
Del Rey,” “Fleetwood Mac, Rumours 
Box Set,” “Emo: Where the Girls Aren’t,” 
“Robyn Knows What It’s Like to Feel 
Bad,” “M.I.A.: Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Artist” and “Sleater-Kinney: A 
Certain Rebellion.”

Books have always brought me great 
joy in life; these three books have been 
something I have frequently come back 
to.

Books for the music lover in all of us

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER

As Homecoming comes to a close, and 
October rolls in, Halloween festivities 
are beginning. In between getting your 
costumes and parties together, you 
should definitely set aside some time for 
Halloween movies. Between childhood 
movies, classics and new horror films, 
it’s hard to watch all the Halloween 
movies you want. So this is a guide to all 
the movies I think have to be included in 
your Halloween movie list this October. 

So first, I want to look at some 
childhood favorites that I think you 
should revisit this year. This will give you 
a break from the intense horror movies 
that you’ll also probably be watching, 
but can either be just as scary or just 

nostalgic. One of my favorite childhood 
Halloween movies has always been 
“Coraline.”

Based on Neil Gaiman’s novel, this 
movie follows the life of a little girl, 
Coraline, and her trip into an alternate 
dimension where she has her ideal 
life. Despite everyone in this parallel 
universe having buttons for eyes, she 
does not foresee this going badly, which 
it obviously does. The movie follows 
her adventure through this dimension 
and has some pretty grotesque, gothic 
adjacent scenes. That and the claymation 
art style of the movie combine to create 
some very scary content that I think 
rivals some adult horror films. 

Another childhood favorite that’s a 
little more nostalgic and less horrific 
is “Halloweentown.” You probably 

remember this movie playing during 
Halloween on Disney Channel. This was 
a big reason for me choosing this movie. 
As exams and assignments flood in, it’s 
nice to revisit comfort films and other 
media to destress. “Halloweentown” 
follows the lives of three children who 
discover they come from a line of 
witches. 

Upon this being revealed to them, 
they get to visit Halloweentown, a world 
where an array of supernatural beings 
reside. After traveling to this world 
a battle ensues between the kids and 
an evil being that threatens to destroy 
their world. Through the use of humor, 
lots of feel-good moments and various 
aesthetics to capture the creatures in 
this film, a heartwarming coming-
of-age story is told. There’s also three 

other movies in the “Halloweentown” 
franchise so if you really enjoy that one 
definitely feel free to binge watch the 
rest. My personal favorite is the second 
movie. 

Secondly, of course, we have new 
movies coming out. Among these 
are “Wendell & Wild,” “Don’t Worry 
Darling” ‘’ and “Smile.” I’m particularly 
excited for “Wendell & Wild’’ because its 
producer, Jordan Peele, has created many 
widely known, critically acclaimed films 
that tackle a variety of issues through 
symbolism and beautiful imagery. 

The director of the film, Henry Selick 
is also the director of “Coraline” and 
“The Nightmare Before Christmas.” So 
I’m very excited to see what results from 
this collaboration. Even more excitingly, 
the movie’s protagonist is a young Black 
girl, providing a representation in child 
horror that is very lacking. The other 
movies in this list are also upcoming 
movies I expect to do very well in 
theaters this October for late night 
horror movie watches. 

Lastly, I want to touch on a horror 
movie that isn’t new, but is definitely 
worth a rewatch if you’ve already seen it. 
Before the end of the Halloween season, 
I think you have to watch Stephen King’s 
“It.” This is one of my favorite novels, 
and definitely one of my favorite movies. 
I’ve already watched it this month and 
plan to rewatch it before October is up. 

The cast is phenomenal and work 
together in a way that really articulates 
the scenes well. If you’ve never heard of 
this movie, it is essentially about a killer 
clown that attacks children by showing 
them their greatest fears. The dark 
setting, the focus on childhood trauma 
and grotesque imagery of the movie 
creates a film that is deeply unsettling 
but gratifying. 

Of course, these aren’t the only great 
movies to watch this Halloween, but 
these are some of my favorites. I think 
it’s important we keep up to date with 
newer films because new ground is 
always being broken in the movie 
industry in exciting ways. Hopefully, this 
Halloween is a good one, and the films 
mentioned help make it even better. 

Your 2022 Halloween watchlist

Graphic by Sarah Guidry

Meeting Tortuga

Comic by Lauren Gerald

Comic by Lauren Gerald
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“How was Homecoming 
for you?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Sarah Marks
NURSING  FRESHMAN

About the same as my 
friend Alexis! It was 
really fun.”

Hunter Kael
CRIMINAL  JUSTICE SENIOR

“I was busy moving 
into a new apartment 
so that was a bummer 
but I went out to 
celebrate a friend’s 
birthday later!”

Alexis Ghetti 
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“I thought it was 
really fun. I like how 
everyone got into it 
and the environment 
was really good.”

Anthony Quinn II 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Homecoming wasn’t 
what I expected but it 
was a great memory 
to have.”

Trenton Laurant 
NURSING  FRESHMAN

“I had a great time. I 
went out with some 
friends and had some 
fun.”

Treg Arbineaux
FINANCE  FRESHMAN

“It was good.”

Photos by Andre Broussard

Photos from the Homecoming of 2022 “All Roads lead to Vermiion and White.”
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