
Provided by Greg Romero

Eurydice poster.

Local and on-campus Halloween eventsLocal and on-campus Halloween events
Lena Foster 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Halloween is approaching, and 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
organizations, along with local entities, 
are hosting a number of events for 
students and the general public to 
participate in. 

Some student organizations are 
hosting on-campus events for those 
who live on campus to get involved with 
some Halloween activities conveniently. 

Infinity Dance Group will be having 
their “Dance Night” on Oct. 31 in 
McLaurin Hall, where students can 
come out and learn a dance with UL 
Lafayette’s hip-hop dance team. The 
admission fee is $5.

According to Delilah Warren, co-
president of Infinity Dance Group, this 
will be the team’s first ever “themed” 
dance night, and they intend to use a 
Halloween themed song for the dance 
lesson. 

“We are doing this to offer something 

fun for students to do on campus for 
Halloween night. Other students always 
come up to us and say we wish we could 
dance like y’all, so this is a perfect chance 
for them to learn one of our dances!” 
Guy Harris, Jr., co-president of Infinity 
Dance Group, wrote in a statement to 
The Vermilion. 

The UL Lafayette Advanced Student 
Research team will be having a 
Halloween costume contest and movie 
session on Halloween Day in the Edith 
Garland Dupré Library, Room 102 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

According to their Instagram, they ask 
for no offensive costumes. 

Some student organizations will 
be having events off-campus for safe 
engagements with the community. 

Black Women Leadership Association 
(BWLA) plans to have “Trunk or Treat” 
at Destiny of Faith Church on Oct. 30 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

“Last year, it was held at Cajun Field, 
but in order to really get out into the 
Lafayette community, we decided to 

get in touch 
with a local 
church,” Jasmine 
Broussard, 
BWLA’s community service 
co-chair, wrote in a statement to The 
Vermilion. 

The organization wanted to have a 
comfortable and secure place for people 
to come enjoy the festivities without the 
potential dangers that might put youth 
at risk. 

“Halloween is all fun with candy, 
but nowadays, it’s hard to deem what 
neighborhoods are safe and who has 
good intentions with the treats they 
are giving,” Kyla McClendon wrote in a 
statement to The Vermilion. 

Along with these events from UL 
Lafayette organizations, Lafayette also 
has some local events lined up in the 
community for students. 

Fright Trail, a wooded 20-acre area 
located in Scott, Louisiana has various 
haunted aspects and creatures that 
many college students could enjoy. The 

attraction is open until 
Oct. 31. 

Rock’n’Bowl de Lafayette 
will also be hosting a country 
Halloween bash with Clay 
Cormier & the Highway Boys 
and guest star Jaryd Lane. The 
event will take place on Oct. 
29 at 9 p.m.

Hideaway on Lee will be 
hosting a Halloween Bash on 
Oct. 28 at 8 p.m. with guests 
Gino V. and Medicine. 

My Place Bar & Grill will 
be hosting a party on Oct. 28 
with guests John Melancon and 
Johnny Chauvin along with 
another special guest. There will 
also be a costume contest for 
attendees. 

Other parties include 3P Ent.’s 
“Demon Time” Halloween party 
held at Club Reel on Oct. 29 
starting at 9 p.m.

Stay safe this season and enjoy 
the festivities; Happy Halloween!

‘Eurydice’ explores identity and the 
Underworld from November 3-6
Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s theatre program will be 
putting on a production of the play 
“Eurydice” from Nov. 3 to Nov. 6 in 
Burke Theatre.

The play, written by Sarah Ruhl, is a 
reimagining of a Greek myth in which 
the character Orpheus journeys into 
the Underworld looking for his wife 
Eurydice following her death. While 
the original myth focused on Orpheus, 
this play centers on the perspective 
of Eurydice and her experience in the 
Underworld.

UL Lafayette’s production is 
directed by Greg Romero, visiting 
assistant professor of theatre. Romero 
had previously seen three different 
productions of “Eurydice” around the 
country and selected it to be performed 
due to the emotional experience he had 
with the play.

“I knew that we could offer, if we did 
it right, and I think we’re doing it right, 
that we could offer our audience the 
powerful emotional experience that I’ve 
had with this play,” Romero said.

Thematically, “Eurydice” deals with 
identity and self-discovery, realizing 
who you are and those most important 
to you. It also deals with the idea of 
memory as being one of the things that 
keeps people alive and defines their 
humanity.

Romero discussed the unique 
elements of the play, describing it 
as breaking from reality to create a 
“dreamlike” experience.

“Something I love about this play is 
that it’s not a realistic play. So there are 
lots of times when we are getting the 
story through strange visual images,” 
Romero said. “A lot of the language is 
poetic and dreamlike. And so I think 
the experience of the play is very much 
like experiencing a dream.”

He further added that UL Lafayette’s 
production features elements of stage 
design that audiences likely haven’t seen 
before.

“There are things on stage that the 
audience probably will have never seen 
before. One is our use of water on the 
stage. The stage starts dry, but over the 
course of the play, it fills with water,” 
Romero said.

The various elements of production 
design, such as the set, costumes and 
sound, serve to create a strong visual 
and auditory complement to the 
emotional story of “Eurydice.”

“The design elements are really 
exciting and fun, including the sound 
design, there’s great music in the play. 
So I think the audience will experience a 
powerful emotional story, but also some 
very striking, surprising, memorable 
visuals,” Romero said.

The production also marks the first 
time that UL Lafayette has collaborated 
with an intimacy coordinator, who 
works with the actors to teach them how 
to communicate their level of safety and 
comfort with being touched by other 
actors.

“It sort of developed in response to 
the #MeToo movement and the kind of 
cultural shift in awareness about power 
dynamics, and the unfortunate abuse 
of power that we see in these power 
relationships, and specifically in the 
areas around intimacy,” Romero said.

The intimacy coordinator works to 
create a safe environment for the cast, 
and gives them the communication 
skills to express what they are and aren’t 
comfortable with, which can then also 

be applied to other areas in 
their life outside the theatre.

“One of the beautiful 
things about it is then these 
tools and skills can work 
in the rehearsal room, 
but they also carry over 
to every single part of 
someone’s life,” Romero 
said. “So like any other 
work experience, classroom 
experience, personal 
experience, whoever has 
that experience working 
with an intimacy coordinator 
then learns tools to use in 
their lives and ways to create 
safe, healthy boundaries for 
themselves.”

Romero closed by 
emphasizing the work done by 
the students involved and his 
hope for people to come out 
and watch the production.

“I really want people to 
come and see the show. 
It’s a play that I believe in 
and I think it’s a really 
unique experience for 
an audience. And I am 
super proud of these 
students, and their 
work deserves to be 
seen,” Romero said.

Tickets for 
“Eurydice” are 
available now on 
Eventbrite for free 
for students and 
faculty, $10 for 
children and $15 

EURYDICE
By Sarah RuhlBy Sarah Ruhl

Tickets Available on Eventbrite.comTickets Available on Eventbrite.com

Presents

Nov. 3rd - 5th at 7:30 pmNov. 3rd - 5th at 7:30 pm
Nov. 6th at 2:00 pmNov. 6th at 2:00 pm

Burke-Hawthorne HallBurke-Hawthorne Hall
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Cade Roland
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
is seeing some drops in its enrollment 
numbers. According to the UL Lafayette 
website, 11,921 undergraduates and 2,259 
graduate students are enrolled for fall 
2022. This number dips a bit from the 
Fall 2021 semester, which had 12,598 
undergraduates and 2,510 graduate 
students.

Despite these numbers, UL Lafayette 
brought in a massive freshman class, 
increasing by 7% with 2,885 incoming 
freshmen, according to vice president 
for Enrollment Management DeWayne 
Bowie.

Bowie also commented on the 
recurring trend of increasing freshmen 
over the years.

“For three years it’s been trending 
up for us. And even right now with 
applications for next year, it is trending 
up as well,” Bowie said.

Along with this new increase in 
freshmen, the incoming grades from 
them are also impressive, according to 
Bowie. 

“We had one of our largest number 
of high school valedictorians in this 
freshman class. The whole group had an 
average GPA of almost 3.5,” Bowie said.

UL Lafayette wants to approach this 
recurring trend of increasing freshmen 
to help solve low enrollment for the 
university. 

“Enrollment is down, not from new 
students, but continuing students. In the 
past six or seven years, we had a record 
number of students graduating. You have 
to bring in a lot of new students and 
transfer students to fill those gaps,” Bowie 
said.

According to Bowie, in an effort to 
improve enrollment, UL Lafayette has 
stationed recruiters in other states. 
These recruiters are stationed in Texas, 
Mississippi and Florida. By pulling 
in more transfer students and new 
freshmen, this effort can help balance out 
the effects of many students graduating 
from the University.

With the size of new freshman classes 
and UL Lafayette’s efforts to recruit 
students, enrollment numbers may break 
the current downward trend.

Other colleges nationwide have also 
seen dropping rates of enrollment, with 
3.3 million students lost, or 17% of 
enrollment dropping since spring 2010. 
This drop has been attributed to the 
economic recession in the early 1990s 
which resulted in a lower birth rate at the 
time. The drop has also been accelerated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, with its 
economic impact causing many potential 
students to reconsider their plans. A 
2022 survey by BestColleges found that 
62% of Americans believe the financial 
challenges of earning a degree make 
college inaccessible.

For more information on UL Lafayette 
enrollment, please see their website.

UL Lafayette sees drop 
in enrollment numbers

Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Oct. 22Oct. 22
• • At 7:31 p.m., officers reported to 2351 W. Congress St., in reference to At 7:31 p.m., officers reported to 2351 W. Congress St., in reference to 
criminal damages. The items reported as damaged were three red pop-criminal damages. The items reported as damaged were three red pop-
up tents, a cooking burner and a fold-up table. An investigation was up tents, a cooking burner and a fold-up table. An investigation was 
conducted. conducted. 

• • At 8:07 p.m., officers were dispatched to the area of Taft Parking Garage At 8:07 p.m., officers were dispatched to the area of Taft Parking Garage 
in reference to a Code Blue phone activation. An investigation was in reference to a Code Blue phone activation. An investigation was 
conducted. conducted. 

• • At 10:15 p.m., officers reported to 410 E. University Ave., in reference to At 10:15 p.m., officers reported to 410 E. University Ave., in reference to 
criminal damages. The items reported as damaged were two exit signs. criminal damages. The items reported as damaged were two exit signs. 
An investigation was conducted.An investigation was conducted.

Oct. 19Oct. 19
• • At 7:11 p.m., two people entered Bittle Hall to report a battery that At 7:11 p.m., two people entered Bittle Hall to report a battery that 
occurred in the Student Union. occurred in the Student Union. 

Oct. 18Oct. 18
• • At 5:27 a.m., a suspicious person complaint was received at 110 Rex St. At 5:27 a.m., a suspicious person complaint was received at 110 Rex St. 
Officers responded and conducted an investigation. Officers responded and conducted an investigation. 

• • At 5:46 p.m., officers were dispatched to Huger Hall in reference to the At 5:46 p.m., officers were dispatched to Huger Hall in reference to the 
theft of a blue Schwinn mountain bike. An investigation was conducted.theft of a blue Schwinn mountain bike. An investigation was conducted.

• • At 7:52 p.m., a Vision Street Wear skateboard painted white with black At 7:52 p.m., a Vision Street Wear skateboard painted white with black 
letters was found on UL Lafayette property and was turned in to the UL letters was found on UL Lafayette property and was turned in to the UL 
Lafayette Police Department.Lafayette Police Department.

Oct. 17Oct. 17
• • At 8:48 a.m., officers responded to a report of a stolen dark purple frame At 8:48 a.m., officers responded to a report of a stolen dark purple frame 
Vita mountain bike and Bell combination cable bike lock at 9 Rex St. Vita mountain bike and Bell combination cable bike lock at 9 Rex St. 

• • At 6:03 p.m., officers were dispatched to Agnes Edwards in reference At 6:03 p.m., officers were dispatched to Agnes Edwards in reference 
to the possible theft of large gray and small white towels from the to the possible theft of large gray and small white towels from the 
community laundry room. community laundry room. 

• • At 7:02 p.m., officers were flagged down near the UL Lafayette Police At 7:02 p.m., officers were flagged down near the UL Lafayette Police 
Department in reference to a possible report of harassment. An Department in reference to a possible report of harassment. An 
investigation was conducted.investigation was conducted.
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OPINION

GLASS has outdone themselves 
with the 13th Annual Drag Show
Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

On Monday, Oct. 17, Giving Love, 
Safety and Support (GLASS) hosted 
their 13th Annual Drag Show.

The drag show is the biggest 
fundraiser that funds the events 
that GLASS plans on campus at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

President of GLASS Cody Barbier 
explained the efforts that the 
organization puts in to plan the drag 
show.

“The planning process, largely, is 
year-round because people are throwing 
out ideas and stuff, but really we 
started having our group meetings and 
planning it late spring,” Barbier said.

Barbier went into detail about the 
planning process of the show. 

“We have a big Google Drive full of 
information from previous drag shows 
in a step-by-step guide of how to plan 
the drag show,” Barbier said.

The drag show itself was one of the 
best experiences I have had on campus. 
Each performer seemed to have a 
lot of fun, and most importantly, felt 
comfortable and happy to be on stage.

Mr. Mistiffelees is the reigning king 
from 2021, and he shared his experience 
performing in drag.

 “It was amazing. My first time ever in 
drag was last year at the drag show and 
winning was surreal,” Mr. Mistiffelees 
said.

He also explained how performing in 
drag was unlike any other performance.

“I’ve been in theater all my life, but 
drag is a whole other ballgame. It was 
very different, but I was able to let loose 

and have fun, and it was just amazing,” 
Mr. Mistiffelees said.

This year’s king is Mister Skeeto and 
this year’s queen is Rivule. They were 
awarded crowns and bouquets of roses. 
They will be given an opportunity to 
perform at next year’s show and present 
the crowns to the next winners. 

Watching each performance was 
eye-opening for me and made me 
love experiencing a community where 
everyone can express how they feel.

I loved how there was no shame, 
no pressure and nothing but love in 
Angelle Hall.

The volume of the auditorium was 
loud, and every drag performer was 
shown love and support throughout the 
whole show.

This event made me happy to be a 
part of the community at UL Lafayette 
since they support GLASS every year 
the organization hosts the event.

I was not the only one who had 
experienced going to the drag show for 
the first time as well.

Destany Cryer is a sophomore 
majoring in nursing, and this was one of 
the very first events she has gone to on 
UL Lafayette’s campus.

“I’m enjoying the drag show. It’s very 
nice. It’s very fun and vibrant. I think 
there should be other programs like this 
at UL who provide diversity,” Cryer said.

Besides the crowd of students, the 
judges, who were also students, had a 
wonderful experience as well.

Kylee Burgess is a senior majoring 
in speech pathology with a minor in 
psychology, and she expressed what 
it was like to be a judge for the 13th 
annual drag show.

“It’s so awesome. It’s such an honor to 
be chosen to be a judge and it’s been so 
much fun,” Burgess said.

Burgess was surprised about how 
many years GLASS’ drag show has been 
going on for. 

“I had never realized that it has been 
going on for so long, so when I saw 

the flier and it said 13th annual, I was 
just so impressed to be able to keep the 
tradition like that,” Burgess said.

The drag show was an event that I 
will never forget, and I hope that more 
people will come next year and become 
more involved with more GLASS 
events.

Photo by Andre Broussard

2022 GLASS queen, Rivule, and king, Mister Skeeto, moments after being crowned.

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Student Government 
Association (SGA) is working towards 
installing more Scantron vending 
machines on campus.

Having more Scantron vending 
machines would make accessing them 
easier, making the process of buying 
Scantrons less confusing. Currently, there 
are two Scantron machines: one in the 
Student Union and one in Edith Garland 
Dupré Library.

Destiny Broussard, president of UL 
Lafayette’s SGA, explained that since the 
Scantron in the Union is network-based, 
the poor internet connection affects its 
performance.

 “So it’s run by the Internet, and 
everyone knows when you go to the 
Student Union, sometimes service isn’t 
too good, so when the service isn’t too 
good you can’t have machines that work 
properly,” Broussard said. 

 This would benefit the student body 
whenever they have to get a Scantron 
sheet the morning of an exam and the 
Ragin’ Cajuns Store in the Union is 
closed. These vending machines could 
also stock other classroom supplies such 
as mechanical pencils, note cards or flash 
drives.

  Broussard went on to say that the only 
Scantron vending machine that works is 
the one located in the library. 

“If I’m not mistaken, the only one 
that works properly currently is the one 

that’s in the library because we’re still 
trying to figure out the one in the Union,”  
Broussard said.

Sean Myers, SGA’s freshman president, 
also mentioned the price of Scantrons as 
being just one more cost to students and 
stated that students are able to get free 
Scantrons from SGA’s office.

 “These little papers cost a heavy 
sum, usually an added cost left up to 
the student to acquire to ensure that 
they can take their tests,” Myers wrote 
in a statement to The Vermilion. “The 
Student Government Association offers 
free Scantrons in the SGA Office in the 
Student Union for the student body 
to use. We greatly encourage you to 
take advantage of this benefit. SGA is 
committed to hearing the needs of their 
students. If we see an added need of 
Scantron vending machines, we are more 
than willing to look into that possibility.” 

 Broussard also said that in a recent 
meeting, they discussed the possibility 
of not having as many types of Scantrons 
on campus, potentially narrowing them 
down to only three or four different 
types. This would simplify things for 
students and help ensure they don’t get 
the wrong Scantron on accident.

 “This past Monday we had a meeting 
to talk about not having so many 
Scantrons if that makes sense, and what I 
mean by that is we’re going to do is limit 
it to where if we could have at least four 
to five Scantrons on campus. So that’s 
university-wide teachers can only use you 
can only choose from out of these four to 
five basically,” said Broussard.

Scantron vending machines on campus

Photo by Adhamm Safford

Scantron vending machine in Dupre Library. 
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Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette recently revised its campus free 
speech policy to reflect changes made 
to the University of Louisiana System 
policy and more.

Primarily, the revisions defined 
discriminatory harassment and 
expressive activities.

According to the policy, 
discriminatory harassment is defined 

as, “unwelcome conduct that targets its 
victim on the basis of a class protected 
under federal, state, or local law and that 
is so severe, pervasive, and objectively 
offensive and so undermines and 
detracts from the victim’s educational 
experience that the victim is effectively 
denied equal access to the University’s 
resources and opportunities.”

The policy defines expressive activities 
as, “activities which include but are not 
limited to any lawful verbal or written 
means by which individuals or groups 

communicate ideas to one another, as 
provided by Free Speech Laws, including 
all forms of peaceful assembly, protest, 
speech, distribution of literature, 
carrying signs and circulating petitions. 
Expressive activities expressly excludes 
commercial activities where individuals 
or groups are being compensated or 
attempting to advertise, market, or 
accrue financial gain to any individual, 
corporation, business or organization.” 

A statement released by UL Lafayette 
identified revisions that further 

explained the limits of time, place and 
manner. According to the policy, in 
order to restrict expressive activities, 
the restriction must fulfill “viewpoint-
neutral criteria” and provide ample 
alternative means of expression.

According to Dean of Students 
Margarita Perez, the university reviews 
policies annually, and following the 
updates made to the university system 
policy, it was necessary for UL Lafayette 
to make similar changes.

Perez said the UL Lafayette policy 
now includes the Chicago Statement, 
a comprehensive freedom of speech 
statement created by the University of 
Chicago. 

According to the Foundation for 
Individual Rights and Expression 
(FIRE), Chicago University ranks as the 
top university for freedom of speech in 
the nation. 86 other universities joined 
UL Lafayette in adopting the Chicago 
Statement.

Patricia Cottonham, vice president of 
Student Affairs, stressed the importance 
of these changes.

“It was important for us to reflect 
policy changes made by the system as a 
whole,” Cottonham said.

Notably absent from the UL System 
policy is the definition of discriminatory 
harassment and an explanation for limits 
of time, place and manner. Both are 
thoroughly defined by the UL Lafayette 
campus free speech policy. 

To read the full Chicago Statement 
and a thorough breakdown of it, visit the 
FIRE website.

To read the full campus policy, visit 
the campus policies section of the 
University website. 

University policy regarding 
freedom of speech revised

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns fans, I can 
assure you the ending to this Sun Belt 
Conference tilt is much more fulfilling 
than the most recent entry in the 
‘Halloween’ slasher franchise.

Honoring current and former service 
members by sporting their brand new 
Louisiana Salutes Blackout uniforms, 
the Cajuns defeated their Sun Belt West 
rivals, the Arkansas State Red Wolves, 
in dominant fashion on Oct. 22 behind 
quarterback Ben Wooldridge’s historic 
performance.

The 6-foot-3 redshirt junior set new 
career highs in completions, passing 
yards, passing touchdowns and passing 
yards per attempt as he completed 
21-of-34 passes for 316 yards and five 
passing touchdowns against the Red 
Wolves’ defense.

Wooldridge joined former Cajuns’ 
quarterbacks Jake Delhomme (1996) 
and Andre Nunez (2018) as just the 
third player in school history to throw 
five touchdown passes in a single game. 
Not bad for a quarterback’s second-ever 
start.

The first-year Cajun needed only a 
little more than two quarters of football 
to surpass his previous career high of 
230 passing yards, which he set the 
previous week against the Marshall 
Thundering Herd. The old mark was 
surpassed with 13:37 left in the 3rd 
quarter following a 3-yard completion 
to Cajuns’ sophomore running back 
Terrence Williams.

Wooldridge started his second 
consecutive game 
on Saturday 
after starting 

the previous week due to an undisclosed 
injury to redshirt sophomore and 
quarterback room counterpart 
Chandler Fields. In two games as the 
starting quarterback, Wooldridge has 
completed 38-of-63 pass attempts for 
546 yards, seven touchdowns and zero 
interceptions.

The Cajuns played their second 
straight game without their leading 
rusher, junior running back Chris 
Smith, who injured his hamstring in the 
team’s Week 5 loss to South Alabama.

No Smith, no problem. The Cajuns’ 
receiving corps would pick up the slack 
with big play after big play.

Sophomore receiver Dontae Fleming 
did his best Tyreek Hill impression by 
kicking off the Cajuns’ scoring with a 
7-yard catch-and-run touchdown late 
in the first quarter. Later in the first 
half with under two minutes remaining 
in the second quarter, Fleming would 
get behind the defense for a 55-yard 
touchdown reception, his second of the 
game and the longest offensive play for 
either team.

Two more of Wooldridge’s touchdown 
passes went to receivers Michael 
Jefferson and Jacob Bernard. Jefferson, 
the Cajuns’ leading receiver, opened 
the second-half scoring by beating his 
defender one-on-one for a 36-yard 
touchdown catch while Bernard caught 
a quick in route and burst through the 
middle of the defense for a 45-yard 
touchdown reception.

The Cajuns’ second-best scoring 
defense in the conference took 
advantage of a few key injuries to the 
Red Wolves’ offense.

Arkansas State starting quarterback 
James Blackman, who leads the Sun 

Belt with his 11/1 touchdown-to-

interception ratio, didn’t take the field 
at all due to injury-related reasons. Red 
Wolves’ running back Johnnie Lang, the 
conference leader in all-purpose yards, 
also limped off the field early in the first 
quarter after a Cajuns’ punt went for a 
touchback.

Cajuns’ sophomore defensive lineman 
Sonny Hazard and the rest of the defense 
proved to be a hazard for Arkansas State 
backup quarterback AJ Mayer. Hazard 
recorded 1.5 sacks on Mayer. Redshirt 
senior linebacker Jourdan Quibodeaux 
paced the Cajuns’ defense with eight 

tackles and recorded a half sack.
Redshirt senior safety Bralen Trahan 

recorded the only takeaway for the 
Cajuns’ defense, intercepting a Mayer 
pass as time expired in the first half.

Michael Myers would be more than 
proud of this frighteningly dominant 
performance from the Cajuns.

Wooldridge and the Cajuns will 
travel to Hattiesburg, Mississippi on 
Thursday, Oct. 27 for their next game 
against Southern Mississippi in a battle 
of 4–3 Sun Belt West teams. Kickoff is 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. CT.

‘Halloween Ends’ in historic 
fashion for Wooldridge and the Cajuns

Photo by Andre Broussard

Louisiana quarterback Ben Wooldridge fires up the team during pregame huddle on 
October 22.

Photo by Malik Jones

Student debating with “preacher.”
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The 13th hour approaches for 
Cajuns men’s basketball
Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

On Nov. 7, the Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns men’s basketball team will take 
the floor at the Cajundome for their 
first game of the 2022 season against 
Shreveport’s Centenary Gentlemen. 
Since the end of last season, the Cajuns 
have been adding and developing talent 
for this moment. Before the season gets 
underway, let’s go over the expectations 
for some of these transfers and fan 
favorites.

Expectations are definitely the highest 
for Cajuns forward Jordan Brown; he 

has already won the 2022-23 Sun Belt 
Conference Preseason Player of the Year 
Award. He was the team’s leading scorer 
and rebounder last season at 15.3 points 
and 8.6 rebounds per game.

He was also a very efficient and 
consistent scorer, shooting 51.6% from 
the field and putting up over 50% 
on double-digit shot attempts in 13 
out of 27 games. He’s also very active 
defensively, recording 1.1 blocks per 
game and .8 steals per game last season. 
Brown is absolutely a contender for a 
Sun Belt Player of the Year Award and 
an All-Louisiana Team selection.

 The latest transfer to the Cajuns’ 

roster, senior forward Terence 
Lewis II, joins the team 
from Jackson State, where 
he averaged 14.2 points, 
10.5 rebounds, and 1.7 
steals per 40 minutes. 
He also shot 52.8% 
from the field; while 
the volume of minutes 
was low, around 23 per 
game, there’s still a lot of potential for 
impact here.

He seems to be an extremely 
underrated rebounder, judging by his 
offensive and total rebounding%ages 
of 12 and 15.4% respectively. 

Despite this, there is still room to 
improve, as his defending was a bit 
inconsistent last season.

Expect Lewis to step into a more 
prominent role in the rotation as a 
6-foot-7 rebounder who can fill lanes 
and facilitate open looks. The team’s 
overall playmaking will inevitably 
give him chances. His fastbreak 
opportunities are bound to increase 
as well, with the amount of forced 
turnovers the team generates.

Senior guard Jalen Dalcourt had 
a slow start last season, which led to 
an unassuming 6.2 points and 15.4 
minutes per game, but don’t let that fool 
you: in spots, he destroyed conference 
opponents down the stretch.

16 points against UT-Arlington and 
16- and 17- point outings against UL-
Monroe were all highlight-filled games 
for Dalcourt. His speed on drives allows 
him to get to the free-throw line with 
ease, and his dunk package is something 
to behold.

If any progress in development has 
been made at all this off-season, the 
Cajuns will have another starting-level 
guard on their hands in Dalcourt.

The best part about watching a deep 
roster like the Cajuns’ is the teamwork 
and chemistry between players 
overcoming a bad scoring night for one 
or two of them. Expect this team to feast 
on their Sun Belt competition and keep 
their eyes on the prize: punching their 
ticket to March Madness and the NCAA 
Men’s Tournament.

Scary sports stories: the 2008 
Men’s SEC Basketball Tournament
Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

With only a few seconds left to 
go in regulation in a second-round 
matchup between the Mississippi State 
Bulldogs and the Alabama Crimson 
Tide, Alabama star Mykal Riley hits a 
three-point buzzer-beater to send the 
game into overtime. He is the hero for 
the Crimson Tide and is going to keep 
their season alive for at least another five 
minutes.

However, he does not know what he 
has truly done. He is the hero, saving 
many from certain peril. What is this 
peril, you may ask? One three-point 
shot has saved roughly 20,000 lives from 
a tornado ripping through downtown 
Atlanta. 

57–57. The game has gone into 

overtime due to Riley’s shot. According 
to Bulldogs head coach Rick Stansbury 
in the “SEC Storied” episode “Miracle 
3,” the plan was to foul whoever had 
the ball so they could not have tied 
the game up. However, once Riley was 
behind the arc, they froze, scared to foul 
him in the act of shooting.

For those unaware, if a player is 
fouled in the act of shooting, they are 
awarded free throws. Because Riley was 
behind the three-point line, a shooting 
foul would have awarded three free 
throws. It is the Bulldogs’ indecisiveness 
that leads us into this next moment.

2:11 left to go in the overtime period. 
“The fans on the opposite side of me, 
they begin to rise,” referee Tony Greene 
said. ESPN’s senior writer Ryan McGee 
attended the game and described it 
as, “The earth is moving. You know, 
the roof above your head is shifting.” 
Game analyst Joe Dean, Jr. hears “an 
unbelievable sound that sounds like a 
train riding over the top of the Georgia 
Dome.”

“My first thought is that we 
are being attacked by 

terrorists,” Greene 
said. He continued, 

“Everybody stopped. 
The officials, the players, 
the crowd. Scaffolding was 

swaying back and forth, 
lights were swaying, and 

it was very, very scary, nobody 
knew what to do.” Metal panels were 
popping off of the Georgia Dome. 
A tornado was striking the arena, 
freezing the game and the people in 
the stadium. “I don’t even remember 
knowing that there was 

severe weather,” Chad Haynie, a fan in 
attendance, said. 

10:30 p.m. Service and signal is gone 
due to everyone making phone calls and 
the tornado knocking down cell towers 
in the downtown Atlanta area. One fan 
got a hold of his dad, and he broke the 
news that a twister had torn through the 
Georgia Dome. This was the first anyone 
had heard of the true scale of what had 
happened. Was the roof going to hold? 
Many fans scattered to safety, fearing for 
their lives. The commentators for the 
game had a duty to relay information 
and as such became the Walter Cronkite 
and Dan Rather of the night’s events. 

64 minutes later, the tornado and 
severe weather pass through. Bolts have 
stopped falling from the roof, and the 
game is safe to be resumed. The game 

continues as normal, and with half of a 
second left, Mykal Riley gets the chance 
to keep another entity alive: Alabama’s 
basketball season. Another three-point 
shot wins them the game. He fired, and 
the ball hit the iron. Unfortunately, the 
iron was unkind, turning away the shot 
at the end to secure a Mississippi State 
victory.

When it comes to any NCAA-
sanctioned basketball tournament, 
there is often one phrase that comes 
to mind: “survive and advance.” Fight 
tooth and nail to win the game, then 
advance to the next round and repeat. 
However, though Mississippi State was 
the only team to advance on after that 
scary and panic-inducing night, Mykal 
Riley guaranteed that everyone in that 
building survived.

Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images

Fans wait in the Georgia Dome during a tornado at the 2008 Men’s SEC Tournament 
on March 14, 2008.

Photo by Andre Broussard

Jordan Brown (#21) drives to the basket against Georgia Southern on January 29.
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Kay Padilla 
ALLONS WRITER

As a kid, I was not allowed to celebrate 
Halloween. For context, my parents are 
very religious, so Halloween was off 
limits.

Growing up, I was always steered 
away from anything that resembled 
Halloween. I couldn’t go near the 
costume section in party stores or even 
eat any Halloween themed candy.

This was a very weird way to grow up, 
for sure. I cannot completely blame my 
parents for taking away Halloween bliss 
simply because they raised me how they 
did.

Because of this, I have experienced 
some interesting Halloween stories. I 
like to think I celebrated a sort of Mock 
Halloween. Call it Mock-O-ween if you 
will.

Every year on Halloween night, my 
parents would take my siblings and I to 
church. We would sit in the temple and 
watch a video on the large projectors. 
The video was about how Halloween 

was the devil’s day and 

Halloween candy was full of needles and 
razors.

Was it traumatic? Maybe, but the 
bag of candy the youth leaders gave us 
after made up for it. Over the years, the 
video got repetitive and boring. So, I 
would sleep on the pews and wait for my 
goodie bag.

During elementary school, I saw 
my friends go to school in costumes, 
so I begged my mom to let me wear 
a costume. That did not go well, my 
mother proposed that I should just not 
go to school if it landed on Halloween.

That is what I did every year up until 
high school came around. I could not 
afford to miss academic days in high 
school because I was a high-achieving 
student, or at least that is what I told my 
mother.

I secretly liked seeing people wear 
their costumes and pass out candy. I 
think any kid would like that, so my 
friends and I devised a plan.

My friends wanted to match costumes, 
so we had to make do with what we 
could. The catch was that my costume 
had to look like it was part of my school 

uniform.
For a couple of high schoolers, we 

were sort of clever. I would wear my 
uniform pants but change my top and 
socks.

How did this even work? 
Pretty well actually. We did “The 
Powerpuff Girls” and “Alvin and 
the Chipmunks”. It made me feel 
included for the first time. This 
was also very scary for me 
because I was always expecting 
to find razors in my chocolate 
bars.

No razors were ever 
found, thankfully. But 
this made 
me realize that 
the holiday 
I was taught 
to fear was 
not bad at 
all.

Now, 
as a 

college adult, I will 100% be partaking in 
Halloween bliss. I still have not picked 

out a costume, but I have a degree 
in low-budget designs.

It sucks not having cute 
childhood pictures of myself in 
Halloween costumes, but I hope 
to make up for it now. If you 
see a very large child trick or 
treating this year, mind your 
business. 

How I celebrated Mock-O-WeenHow I celebrated Mock-O-Ween  

Graphic by Lauren Gerald

OPINION

Our predictions for the 2022 
MLB World Series
Sports Staff

As Major League Baseball’s 
Conference Series come to a close, two 
teams have emerged above the rest: the 
Houston Astros and the Philadelphia 
Phillies. As of Oct. 23, both have taken 
huge leads in their series at 3–0 and 3–1 
respectively. Barring disaster, these will 
be the featured franchises of this year’s 
World Series. Before the series gets 
underway, here are a few predictions 
for who will have the most impact in 
attaining a championship.

World Series MVP:

Isaac Henry: It’s risky to suggest a 
hitter who is currently 0-for-23 at the 
plate could be the MVP once the smoke 
clears, but Jose Altuvé may be the one 
to do it. He’s the Astros’ heart and soul, 
been here before, and all it takes is a 
couple of productive plate appearances 
to change everything.

Jean Guidry: This year’s World Series 
MVP is going to inevitably be the 
man who is playing the best baseball 
of anyone this postseason. Phillies 
designated hitter Bryce Harper, who 
shouted, “This is my f— house,” after 
a go-ahead double in Game 5 of the 
NLDS, has been unstoppable at the 
plate, hitting .410 with four home runs 
and nine runs batted in with a 1.311 
OPS.

Caelan Broussard: I 
believe I’d give it to 

Aaron Nola. He’s 
been lights-out for 
the Phillies this 

postseason, and I 
believe he’s the best 

counter to Justin 
Verlander in the Phillies’ 

arsenal.

Best pitching performance:

IH: I’m going with Justin Verlander. 
He is yet again a Cy Young-level starter, 
and he has a career’s worth of postseason 
experience under his belt.

JG: I would be remiss if I didn’t talk 
about Astros’ Framber Valdez, who had 
one of the most consistent seasons I’ve 
seen. Valdez recorded 25 consecutive 
quality starts during the regular 
season, or pitching at least six innings 
while giving up three earned runs or 
less. Because Valdez displayed elite 
consistency for nearly 80 percent of the 
season, I also like his chances of being 
the best pitcher in this year’s fall classic.

CB: Again, I believe Aaron Nola has 
been lights out for the Philadelphia 
Phillies. As long as the Phillies don’t 

falter and pull a Cleveland Cavaliers, 
Nola will be able to lead the Phillies to 
the pennant and he will have the most 
dominant World Series a Phillies pitcher 
has had since Cole Hamels in 2008.

Clutchest hitter:

IH: I’m working outside the box here. 
Astros catcher Martín Maldonado is 
no doubt the worst hitter on his team, 
currently rocking a career .176 career 
postseason batting average. However, 
I’ve seen with my own eyes how clutch 
his hit-by-pitch luck is. It only takes a 
couple of mistakes from the opposing 
pitcher to put him in a position to score 
when the top of the order comes around 
after his at-bat.

JG: When Phillies third baseman Alec 

Bohm committed three errors in as 
many innings in early April, he admitted 
to mouthing “I f—- hate this place” after 
being booed by the home crowd. Since 
that night, Bohm has had quite the 
turnaround and has won back his home 
crowd’s affection with a great hitting 
season. If he continues where he left off, 
he’ll forever be a Philadelphia legend.

CB: I honestly have a hard time 
thinking about who I should put down 
for the clutchest hitter in the postseason. 
I pride myself as a man of journalistic 
faith, as there’s a drive into deep left field 
by Castellanos. That’ll be a home run. 
And so that’ll make it a 4–0 ballgame. 
Come to think of it, Castellanos has 
been popping off for the Phillies this 
postseason.

Photo by Bill Streicher/USA TODAY Sports

Bryce Harper celebrates during the Philadelphia Phillies’ 10–6 win over the San Diego Padres in the NLCS Game 4.
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Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER

Throughout the years, you’ve probably 
heard at least once that a black cat 
crossing your path is bad luck. You’ve 
also probably seen black cats portrayed 
in a negative light in media, whether it 
be an evil witch’s cat in a movie or a 

symbol of danger. Every 
year, we see 

millions and 
millions 
of people 
dressed up 
as black 
cats for 

Halloween.
But when did this begin? When did 

we start to associate black cats with evil 
omens or Halloween? Elizabeth Yuko, a 
doctor and bioethicist, had a lot to say 
on this topic. 

Apparently, this superstition can 
be traced back all the way to the 
13th century when Pope Gregory IX 
proclaimed that black cats were an 
“incarnation of Satan” in an official 
church document. He made this 
declaration in the hopes that it would get 
rid of Luciferian cults in Germany, but it 

swept across the entirety of the 
European continent. 

 Along with this, cats in 
general were demonized 
by the Christian church 

and linked to witches 
and an overall attitude 

of disrespect for authority in 
medieval Europe. This “lack of 
respect” seems to be a negative 

interpretation of the cat’s tendency 

towards autonomy and independence.
According to studies conducted 

by animal behavior specialists at the 
University of Lincoln, adult cats do 
not crave stability or safety from their 
owners. This is very different from dogs, 
who tend to view their owners as a safe 
space of protection.

The study showed that cat 
relationships with humans aren’t 
“typically based on a need for safety and 
security.” While cats do make sociable 
connections, they are not based on 
needing a home or shelter. This may 
be why they became known for being 
disrespectful creatures.

It is not clear when the stigma 
around cats shifted to a stigma around 
specifically black cats, but the comments 
authorized by the pope, and the evil 
associated with the color black in general 
most likely had a lot to do with it. 

This was exacerbated by the fact that 
in Europe witches and Satan were said 
to have the ability to transform into 

black cats. The superstition that a black 
cat crossing your path is bad luck stems 
from the belief that a black cat crossing 
your path is secretly a witch in disguise. 

Defining black cats as strictly symbols 
of bad luck is an outdated, mostly 
Eurocentric view point. In fact, many 
cultures find that black cats bring good 
luck. In Egypt, Scotland and Japan they 
are actually revered and known for 
prosperity. 

Black cats represent a lot of things. 
They manage to represent evil, bad luck, 
witches and even good fortune. The 
versatility of the black cat’s image shows 
how historical figures and events can 
create such different narratives across 
the world that leave a lasting impact. 

If you dress up as a black cat this 
Halloween, be sure to tell everyone 
about the rich history of black cats and 
how your Halloween costume came to 
be.

Origin of black cat superstitions

Summer Landry 
ALLONS WRITER

There are two types of people in this 
world when it comes to the fall. The first 
group of people look forward to the fall 
because of the beautiful aesthetic. They 
love going to pumpkin patches and 
creating adorable memories. They look 
forward to pumpkin spice lattes and they 
especially love the cool weather, because 
now they get to wear their favorite 
sweaters. 

The second group is my favorite: the 
Halloween fanatics; the people who dust 
their decorations off and start collecting 
little pieces throughout the year. They 
get a good laugh from scaring the 
neighborhood kids, and they are always 
planning for the perfect costume. These 
people also love a good theme.

 My family was more like the first 
group, so now I look forward to these 
traditions. Recently, I have added a 
new tradition to my Halloween list. 
This Halloween, my friends and I have 

decided to create a playlist to kick off 
our Halloween night. We all know that 
the best parties happen on Halloween. 
Like any group of friends, you cannot 
mentally prepare to do anything without 
a banging playlist.

Now, for those of you who do this 
already, you are probably thinking 
of the most famous Halloween songs 
from movies like “The Addams Family,” 
“Hocus Pocus” or even “The Nightmare 
Before Christmas.” This playlist that I 
have created does not consist of your 
favorite traditional songs. However, 
these songs are guaranteed to get you in 
the mood to start your night off right.

The first song on the playlist is 
“Thriller,” of course. Nothing beats 
Michael Jackson’s intro on the song. 
You’re probably wondering where we go 
from “Thriller.” The second song on this 
playlist is “Disturbia’’ by Rihanna. Up 
next is “I Put A Spell On You” by Annie 
Lenox. To kick the tempo back up, we 
have “Roman’s Revenge’’ by Nicki Minaj.

Now, we cannot have a Halloween 

playlist without these two women: Lady 
Gaga and Katy Perry. That is why the 
next two songs are “Bad Romance” by 
Lady Gaga followed by “E.T.” by Katy 
Perry featuring the spookiest man alive, 
Kanye West. 

By this song, you and your friends 
should be finished getting ready 
and inside the car. Now you need to 
be pumped up more than ever, so 
“Monster” by Kanye West will get your 
blood pumping. “Sicko Mode” by Travis 
Scott will be the next song to get the car 
going. It is 2022, so we need at least one 
Megan Thee Stallion song, and that song 
is none other than “Scary”. The last song 
before you arrive at your destination will 
be “Run This Town” by Jay Z, featuring 
Kanye West and Rihanna. 

The night has gone by in a blur, so 
now it’s time to wind down. “Beware” by 
Big Sean featuring Lil Wayne and Jhené 
Aiko will be the first song that calms the 
car down on the way home. “Carousel” 
by the queen of Hallloween herself, 
Melanie Martinez will go next. 

Now you’re slowly reaching your 
destination. With the melody of “You 
can be a sweet dream or beautiful 
nightmare,” you end your night with 
“Sweet Dreams” by Beyonce also known 
as Sasha Fierce.

This Halloween playlist is guaranteed 
to not only start your night off right, but 
end it with haunting memories of all the 
fun or horror that is bound to 
happen.

The ultimate Halloween playlistThe ultimate Halloween playlist  

Graphic by Meg Norwood and Lillian Babeneaux
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We can do Halloween without scaresWe can do Halloween without scares

Mallory Michel 
ALLONS WRITER

Contrary to popular belief, Halloween 
was not simply just a holiday invented 
by corporations to sell candy. Hard to 
believe, right? Well, maybe for some 
people. After all, that idea would make 
sense, wouldn’t it? It is one of the most 
commercialized holidays, right up there 
next to Christmas, Easter and Valentine’s 
Day. However, Halloween is so much 
more than just a marketing ploy. 

The origins of Halloween can be 
traced back approximately 2,000 years 
ago to the Celtic people of Europe. It 
was originally a harvest festival known 
as Samhain, or “summer’s end’ in Gaelic, 
used to commemorate the changing of 
the seasons. The winter, especially back 
then, was commonly associated with 
death and decay. They believed that the 
barrier between the living and the dead 
was thinner during this time and spirits 
could cross over into the human realm.

To combat the possibility of these 
ghosts causing trouble and destroying 
crops, the Celts would light huge 
bonfires and burn sacrifices to their 
gods. They also wore costumes that were 

composed of animal skins and furs to 
ward away these nefarious spirits. 

Once the celebration ended, they 
would reignite the fires in their homes 
in hopes that it would keep them safe as 
winter progressed further. 

Now that we’ve got the main origin of 
Halloween covered, let’s talk about all 
of the traditions that take place. There 
are so many different activities that this 
holiday consists of. 

I think we should start with how 
pumpkin carving came to be. It is one 
of the main things that people think of 
whenever you picture Halloween, of 
course. But did you know that pumpkins 
were not even the go-to gourds to carve 
back in the day?

Nope, not pumpkins, but a vegetable 
that isn’t even a gourd at all: the turnip! 
In Ireland during the era of Samhain, 
there were believed to be many evil 
spirits roaming about such as Stingy 
Jack, who was rumored to outsmart the 
Devil himself. To keep themselves safe 
and frighten off the ghosts, Irish people 
and other Europeans would carve 
turnips and sometimes even potatoes, 
beets or radishes and place a candle 
inside of them. This light would protect 

them from the darkness 
and what lurks within it. 
Not to mention the scary 
faces carved into these 
vegetables; somehow this 
would be enough to ward off 
any spirits.

Now, what about how Samhain 
came to be Halloween in the first 
place? Well, in the eighth 
century, Pope Gregory 
III declared Nov. 1 
All Saints Day. It 
was intended, of 
course, to honor 
all of the saints. 
The evening 
before this day 
was called All 
Hallows Eve. 
Naturally, this 
progressed to be 
known as the name 
we call the holiday 
today: Halloween.

Lastly, we have some 
common misconceptions. 
Many people consider “Día 
de los Muertos,” or “The Day 
of the Dead,” to be a “Mexican 

Halloween.” 
However, this 

is most certainly 
not the case. While 
both holidays have 

a similar theme of 
the veil between 

the living and the 
dead becoming 
blurred, 
Halloween is 
reserved for 
spookiness. The 
Day of the Dead 

is absolutely not 
intended to be a 

morose holiday; it is a 
celebration and honoring of 

those who have died, especially 
family and ancestors.

Well, now that you know more about 
Halloween and its origins, I hope you 
can find more enjoyment in celebrating 
the holiday from here on out. After all, 
it is certainly reassuring to know that it 
isn’t just a corporate shill of a holiday, 
right? Happy Samhain, too.

Lauren Foster 
ALLONS WRITER

The time is approaching for the 
second most wonderful time of year: 
Halloween. As a child, we would pick up 
our pail buckets and ding-dong-ditch 
the neighbors without the ditch and 
persuade them to give us candy. All we 
would have to do is to bat our baby eyes, 
smile with our baby teeth and in the 
cutest voice say, “Trick or Treat.”

 Halloween is the time to dress up 
as anything you want to be, from a 
superhero fairy to a blood-curdling 
horror character from their respective 
iconic movie. However, the one thing 
I dislike about Halloween is the scary 
stuff. Now, I know most people reading 
this are thinking, “That’s the best part 
of Halloween. The 
haunted 

houses, Fright Trails and yada yada.” 
Trust me when I say, that is not the best 
for me. 

 I can be the biggest crybaby or the 
most violent force when I am scared. If 
I were to go into the 13th Gate Haunted 
House, I cannot promise that I will 
be the same person when we enter 
versus when we exit. In seventh grade, 
there was a haunted house that the art 
students put together for our Fall Fair. 
Tell me why I was full on breaking down 
and boohoo crying when I got out. 
The good news is the art students got 
an A because they needed to scare the 
majority of people who went in; I think I 
can classify myself as part of the majority 
the way I screamed.

 To piggyback Halloween, I can easily 
be the comedic relief if someone else 

is scared; just know, I am 
taking one for the team 

because my anxiety 
will go beyond 

the roof and into the skies. My question 
that circles back after watching people 
experience terrifying horror movies, 
looking at the people scared to death 
in haunted houses, and just the overall 
risk of constant nightmares for weeks is 
“Why?”

 According to Health, it states, “In 
turn, your body goes into fight-or-flight 
mode, which means it’s flooded with 
adrenaline and euphoria-inducing 
brain chemicals like endorphins and 
dopamine—all of which can pump you 
up and make you feel like you’re ready to 
take on the world.”

Personally, I can partake in any other 
Halloween event except for anything 
which would cause me to have an 
anxiety attack. Why would I want my 
blood pressure rising, my heart skipping 
more beats than normal and my stress 
at an all-time high just for some thrills? 
I understand other people have genuine 
excitement for this time of year for the 

sake of being scared.
However, in my last 

article, I talked about 
cooperating with 
your inner child, and I 
doubt my inner child 
would argue with 
my current self that 
Halloween would not be as 
hyped if it were not 
for the scares.

 I have grown more 
fond of simple things like 
kickbacks and small, intimate 
gatherings, so if I had the choice 
to pick between Fright Trail and a 
kickback, you better believe I will be at 
that kickback in a heartbeat. Why? It is 
for the simple fact that my heartbeat will 
still be intact.

The origins of Halloween: the The origins of Halloween: the 
history of our favorite spooky holiday history of our favorite spooky holiday 
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

Halloween has always been my 
favorite holiday for many reasons. You 
can dress up in fun costumes, grab as 
much candy as you want and carve a 
pumpkin. I have many great memories 
of going to the pumpkin patch as a 
child with my parents. Another holiday 
highlight is that my birthday is the day 
after Halloween (I turn the big 2-0 this 
year). 

But if I had to pick my personal 
favorite Halloween tradition, it was 
watching the month-long event on 
Disney Channel called Monstober. 

Monstober was a marathon  of 
Halloween-themed movies and TV 
shows that aired nightly in October. 
The one movie series I always looked 
forward to watching every year was the 
“Halloweentown” movies.

But first, I have something to confess; 
I am not the biggest fan of horror 
movies. There have been only three 
horror movies that I have enjoyed: “The 
Shining” (1980), “Psycho” (1960) and 
“Get Out” (2017).

Okay, now back to our regularly 
scheduled programming. What is there 

not to love about “Halloweentown” 
(1998)? It is about a girl named Marnie 
who, when her grandmother (played 
by the always entertaining Debbie 
Reynolds) visits on Halloween, finds 
out, along with her siblings, that they 
are witches and is whisked away to 
Halloweentown. Halloweentown is a 
place where vampires, witches, monsters 
and other creatures of the night live 
together.

When I first watched the movie at 
seven years old, I became engrossed by 
it. It was, at that time, the best thing I 
had ever seen.

Let’s not forget the three sequels that 
followed. “Halloweentown II: Kalabar’s 
Revenge” (2001) takes place two years 
after the first movie and deals with the 
aftermath of the events that happened in 
the first one.

“Halloweentown High” (2004) is a 
weird movie in the series because it takes 
place primarily in the human world 
and deals with epic highs and lows of 
high school. Mix that in with transfer 
students from Halloweentown and 
hijinks will ensue. 

Now, if you are a fan of the 
“Halloweentown” movies like I am, you 
know what I am about to talk about: 

the final film in the series, “Return to 
Halloweentown” (2006). Within the 
fandom, “Return to Halloweentown” 
is a controversial movie. The actress 
who played Marnie for the first three 
movies, Kimberly J. Browns, was 
replaced with actress Sara Paxton. 
When this installment is brought up in 
conversation, this recasting 
leaves a sour taste in 
people’s mouths.

Look, 
I’ll let you 
in on a 
little secret; 
this will only stay 
between you and 
me. If we take the odd 
choice of recasting the 
lead actress out of the 
equation, “Return to 
Halloweentown” 
is not a bad 
movie. Out 
of all the 

“Halloweentown” movies, this one has 
the most rewatch value for me. The 
movie has time travel; that’s a win in my 
book.

Not everything involving Halloween 
has to be dark and scary. Sure, the plot to 
“Halloweentown” is cheesy and at times 
has bad late ‘90s-early 2000s special 

effects, but that’s what 
makes it fun. It can be 
good old light-hearted 
family fun. 

So this Halloween, 
grab your favorite 

candy and take 
a trip down 
memory lane with 
“Halloweentown.”

‘Halloweentown’ is still ‘Halloweentown’ is still 
my favorite Halloween moviemy favorite Halloween movie  

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson
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Comic and Graphic by Lauren Gerald

 SOUNDING

OFF
“What is the scariest thing 
you’ve seen at UL?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.
Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Halloween special edition extra graphics throughout issue by :
Julia McDow, Meg Norwood, Iyahna Johnson, Sarah Guidry, Jean Guidry 

Kaylan Theriot 
NURSING  SOPHOMORE

“Grades, in general, are 
the scariest thing on 
campus.”

Nicholas Castaneda
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“In the cafeteria 
yesterday they had 
chicken tenders and 
one of the tenders 
had feathers on the 
chicken still.”

Joshua Johnson
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“A spider that popped 
out of nowhere inside 
my dorm. Now that 
was the scariest thing 
I saw on campus.”

Telly Mason
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING  SENIOR

“I remember a while 
ago when people were 
doing the trend of 
dressing up as crazy 
killer clowns.”

Victoria Hicks
POLITICAL SCIENCE  SENIOR

“The scariest I’ve seen 
has been the roaches 
in Griffin and the state 
that the building is 
in. Griffin also has a 
distinct scent.”

Tanner Lamarche
MECHINCAL ENGINEERING  SENIOR

“Scariest thing that I’ve 
seen would have to be 
professors with bad 
handwriting.”

COMIC

Allan’s Halloween 
Boo-tacular Party!
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