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WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENSE CLASS

On Nov. 17, School Leaders Involved in Drinking 
and Drug Education (SLIDDE) and ULPD will host 
the long-running seminar “Empower, Women 
Strike Back.”
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Sports
CAJUNS: BOWL-BOUND?

The team will have to win two of the next 
three games to remain eligible for their fifth 
consecutive bowl game.
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News
NEW ALUMNI DIRECTOR

Amy Armstrong, a non-alum, was appointed 
associate vice president for University 
Engagement, CEO of the Alumni Association and 
alumni director.
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Allons
ISSA RAE

How the writer subverted stereotypes and broke 
through barriers with her unique combination of 
humor and cultural awareness.
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UL Lafayette website receives revamp
Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

On Nov. 6, the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s main website underwent 
a major update, resulting in a complete 
revamp and overhaul of the site.

The update is a full redesign of the 
UL Lafayette website, with the goal of 
making it more accessible and focused 
towards students. According to Aimée 
Abshire, senior director of web and 
digital strategy, a lot of work was put 
into making sure that new students are 
able to easily access the things they need 
on the site.

“It’s much more focused toward 
students, particularly prospective 
students. We’ve worked really hard to 
make sure that all of the actions that 
students need to take are front and 
center,” Abshire said. “We’ve removed 
a lot of the jargon and tried to make 
things as clear as possible.”

The main page of the website has 
front-and-center links for applying to 
the university, booking a campus tour, 
information on tuition and costs and 
a virtual tour. Images and videos of 
student and faculty also fill much of the 
site’s design.

Current students and faculty remained 
in mind for the design process, and the 
website still retains the information 
that they need in sections specifically 
dedicated to them, located at the top of 
the main page under a drop-down bar.

“We also have sections that are 
dedicated to current students and 
to faculty and staff. So there’s still 
information on there for those 
audiences, and what we did was we used 

data to find out what people were using 
the most, and that’s what we built out on 
the pages,” Abshire said.

One of the goals in developing this 
redesign was to ensure that students 
aren’t lost as to where to find things on 
the new website.

“In terms of where things are, we’ve 
tried to make this as user-friendly as 
possible, so they should be able to find 
things pretty quickly. And we also have 
a very robust search feature, so they can 
always search and it’ll pull up whatever 
it is that they’re looking for,” Abshire 
said.

The redesign has been three years in 
the making, which included a period of 
beta testing with high school students, 
current university students, parents, 
faculty and alumni.

“We tried to get a good range of users 
and overwhelmingly it was positive. 
The students in particular didn’t have 
any negative feedback at all, they just 
talked about how easy it was to use, how 
much they liked the visuals, and how 
it gave them a better sense of what the 
university was about,” Abshire said.

Abshire further added that a major 
goal of the redesign was to highlight 
the accomplishments and voices of the 
students.

“The website is telling the university 
story through student voices. We have 
hundreds of student spotlights on this 
website and we’re trying to represent the 
students authentically so that they see 
themselves, and so that future students 
also can see themselves in the students 
that are presented on the site,” Abshire 
said.

UL Lafayette is working on updating 

and redesigning 152 other university 
related sites, beginning with the ones 
students use the most, such as the 
sites for financial aid, the library, 
graduate school and so on. Much of 
the groundwork for these updates has 

already been built, and they should 
only take about six to nine months to 
complete.

The university will also be redesigning 
ULink and its mobile app as well, with 
plans to complete those next year.

Ernest J. Gaines to be on 2023 postage stamp
Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Ernest J. Gaines, an author and a 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
writer-in-residence emeritus, will be 
shown on a postage stamp that the U.S. 
Postal Service intends to issue in January 
2023.

According to the U.S. Postal Service 
website, “Best known for such novels 
as “The Autobiography of Miss Jane 
Pittman” and “A Lesson Before Dying,” 
Gaines drew from his childhood as the 
son of sharecroppers on a Louisiana 
plantation to explore the untold stories 
of rural African Americans, adding a 
vital voice to American literature.”

Gaines, known for his global 
contribution to literature with works 
centered around matters pertaining 
to race, poverty, gender, classism, 
ageism and ableism, will be portrayed 
through an oil painting based on a 2001 
photograph on the stamp designed by 
Mike Ryan with art by Robert Peterson. 

“A United States postal stamp is one of 
those indicators that literally illustrates 

someone’s impact on American culture,” 
Cheylon Woods, head of the Ernest J. 
Gaines Center located in Edith Garland 
Dupré Library, said. “He’s in that 
same caliber of people like Booker T. 
Washington, George Washington Carver 
and Maya Angelou, and I think that’s 
amazing.”

Through his work that mainly focused 
on rural south Louisiana, Gaines 
depicted humanity and personified 
socio-political struggles. Being an 
internationally acclaimed author, his 
work was translated in more than 19 
different languages and four of his works 
were turned into films.

According to the UL Lafayette website, 
he would utilize opposing forces such 
as dignity to defeat oppression and 
triumph to conquer disassembling along 
with methods of changing injustice and 
discriminatory language with words of 
humane dialogue and social justice. His 
global presence was made evident when 
his work traveled overseas to French 
students who gained more information 
about slavery. 

Gaines taught creative writing at 
UL Lafayette for more than 20 years, 

from 1983 to his retirement in 2010. 
He contributed to various dissertations 
and theses while at the university, spoke 
in classes, participated in programs 
and actively engaged with students on 
campus. 

According to Woods, Gaines came to 
speak to three classes during her time at 
UL Lafayette. 

“He is definitely part of UL and what 
UL represents,” Woods said. 

Born on January 15, 1933, on River 
Lake Plantation in the town of Oscar in 
Pointe Coupee Parish, Gaines grew up in 
the plantation slave quarters known as 
Cherie Quarter on the plantation where 
his parents worked as sharecroppers. 

Amongst his mother’s 12 children, he 
was the oldest. Although gaining most of 
his early learning from Cherie Quarter 
and St. Augustine, a Catholic school for 
African Americans in New Roads and 
being raised majority of his younger 
life by his Aunt Augusteen, Gaines later 
moved to California with his parents.

 After graduating high school in 
Vallejo, California, he went to the 
United States Army and started his 
writing career by winning a creative 
writing contest while stationed in Guam, 
according to the UL Lafayette website. 

While Gaines was an undergraduate 
at San Francisco State College, he 
published his first short story. With a 
bachelor’s in English, Gaines acquired 
a fellowship to Stanford University and 
from there, he published his first book 
“Catherine Carmier” in 1964. 

After the publishing of more of his 
works, Gaines was honored with a 
National Medal of Arts, a high-level 
award that the U.S. government gives to 
artists. 

“Dr. Gaines’ stamp offers an 
impressive representation of the man I 
knew and admired, and it reminds me 
of the immeasurable grace, strength and 
character he displayed throughout his 
life and through his words,” UL Lafayette 
President Joseph Savoie said in a press 
release. 

Some people are hoping that this 

recognition will not only spark 
conversation but allow people, especially 
students, to go find more information 
about Gaines and his legacy. 

“It would encourage people to go back 
and reread Dr. Gaines’ works,” Woods 
said. “It would encourage people to want 
to know who this person is and what he 
did.”

This stamp will be the 46th stamp in 
the Black Heritage series. 

Student organizations such as UL 
Lafayette’s Chapter of the NAACP 
acknowledged this honor and what 
it means to them being a minority-
advancement organization on campus. 

“As minority students of UL Lafayette, 
we recognize that our university has a 
lack of Black professors. Because of this 
truth, we acknowledge the significance 
of having a former Black professor, and 
award-winning author, now receive 
the honor of having his own postal 
stamp. A number of UL students are 
not aware that Dr. Gaines has an entire 
center on campus that is dedicated to 
his professional legacy,” UL Lafayette’s 
Chapter of the NAACP wrote in a 
statement to The Vermilion. 

“This space is filled with rich history 
and one of its intentions is to provide 
minority students with a communal 
area on a predominantly White campus. 
UL NAACP works daily to ensure that 
the students we come in contact with 
are aware that they can seek the Gaines 
Center for assistance and refuge,” the 
statement continued. 

“Although Dr. Gaines is not the 
first African American to receive an 
honorary stamp, Louisiana is extremely 
proud to call him our own. He left a 
crucial mark on the world and our 
beloved campus. His legacy will live on 
forever, and we will continually strive to 
ensure that the students at UL Lafayette 
recognize the beauty he’s left us,” the 
statement concluded.
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A student on the new UL website.
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The postage stamp of Ernest J. Gaines that will be issued.
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Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

On Oct. 17, Amy Armstrong became 
the new Alumni Director for the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

Armstrong’s positions include the new 
associate vice president for University 
Engagement and the CEO of the Alumni 
Association.

Armstrong engages with soon-to-be 
graduates and helps them in multiple 
ways, such as academically.

There are multiple events that 
Armstrong can assist students with 
such as mentoring, the traditions of the 
university ring and senior projects.

The main goal within the association 
is to promote good fellowship among 
alumni, strengthen the ties of loyalty 
and devotion of alumni to their alma 
mater and further the interests of the 
institution.

Armstrong explained her background 
towards her positions, as one of the first 
non-alumnis in the association.

“My undergraduate degree is in 
business marketing from Texas Tech 
University, and then I have an MBA in 
Strategic Planning from the University of 
North Texas,” Armstrong said.

Armstrong also went into detail 
about how it felt joining the Alumni 
Association here on campus.

“I have spent a lot of time outside the 
office meeting students, meeting alumni 
and just the Lafayette community, and 
I’ll tell you, I think this is the friendliest 
place I’ve ever been,” Armstrong said. 

Armstrong continued by sharing some 
experiences she had while exploring the 
Lafayette community.

“I was at the dog park the first 
weekend I moved to Lafayette, and 
someone stopped me and said ‘Are 

you that new person at the Alumni 
Association?’ I was like, this is the 
friendliest place,” Armstrong said. 

Armstrong has been thoroughly 
impressed with the community, and 
wants to help within the Alumni 
Association.

Armstrong went into detail about 
certain events that the Alumni 
Association will be hosting for people 
within the Lafayette community.

“One of the things that we will be 
doing starting this December is that 
I’m going to be opening the Alumni 

Center the weekend of graduation 
so that graduates when they finish 
commencement they can come over 
here,” Armstrong said.

She continued by saying, “We’re 
gonna do it free, so if you come over in 
your cap and gown if you want pictures 
with your family. We’re not providing 
the photographer, but if you want to 
come over and take pictures of all of the 
different places inside and outside, we 
have fountains.”

This will be occurring during the two 
days of commencement, which will be 

Dec. 16 and 17.
Armstrong shared her thoughts of UL 

Lafayette throughout her time here thus 
far.

“I have been nothing but impressed 
with all of the different programs. 
The campus is beautiful, the cultures 
represented here are just unbelievable 
and I want students to know how proud 
they should be of earning a degree here,” 
Armstrong said.

She can be found at the Alumni 
Center located at 600 East St. Mary Blvd 
on UL Lafayette campus.

Amy Armstrong explains her 
role as the new alumni director
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Amy Armstrong, new alumni director.

Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

On Nov. 5, the Ragin’ Cajuns came 
home fresh from a stinging defeat in 
Hattiesburg, looking to rebound against 
the bowl-bound Troy Trojans. The 
Trojans entered the game sitting atop 
the Sun Belt West division, the division 
the Cajuns have dominated since the 
creation of divisions in the conference 
in 2018.

The matchup was made senior night 
for the Cajuns, usually reserved for 
the last game of the season. However, 
due to their final home game against 
Georgia Southern being a nationally 
televised game on Thursday, the athletics 
department decided to make the final 
Saturday game their senior day game.

 The first quarter was all defense. 
Multiple drives ended in punts, with 
a punt by Troy’s Mike Rivers being 
blocked by senior linebacker Andre “A.J.” 
Riley. The Trojans forced a field goal 
attempt, which Cajuns kicker Kenneth 
Almendares shanked. However, the 
Cajuns defense held strong, forcing the 
blocked punt and allowing the Cajuns to 
start with good field position.

However, as the second quarter began, 
Almendares shanked another field goal, 
leaving six points on the field. Six points 
would actually go onto the scoreboard 
with 5:39 left in the half when junior 
quarterback Ben Wooldridge scrambled 
into the end zone from 11 yards out.

Troy started falling apart in the second 
quarter. Quarterback Gunnar Watson 
overthrew wideout RaJae’ Johnson, 
and the ball fell into the diving arms 
of safety Bralen Trahan. This led to the 
Cajuns driving again, and with a chance 
to redeem himself on a fourth and four, 
Almendares delivered and kicked it 
through the uprights, making the score 
10–0 going into the half despite the 
Cajuns being four-point underdogs, 
according to BetMGM. 

Coming out of the half, the Cajuns 
started to click on offense. According to 
the halftime stats, the Cajuns controlled 
the time of possession in the game to 
that point. That continued well into 
the second half. The Cajuns scored a 
touchdown on a second Wooldridge 

run, but Wooldridge came down hard 
on his throwing shoulder after leaping 
over a Trojan defender. 

The Trojans responded by driving the 
length of the field and closing out the 
third quarter with a short touchdown 
pass from Watson to tight end Michael 
Vice. The Cajuns brought Wooldridge 
in, despite being injured in the previous 
quarter. He showed no fear, as on his 
first drive since the injury he scrambled 
out of the pocket and gained a few yards. 

However, his throws seemed to be 
inaccurate. This led to a Cajuns punt 
in the early fourth quarter, which the 
Trojans responded to by throwing a 
touchdown strike to wideout Deyunkrea 
Lewis. Mind you, the Cajuns had a 17–0 
lead in the third quarter. It would be up 
to the Cajuns’ offense to respond.

The Cajuns responded by punting the 

ball. However, their defense stopped the 
Trojans with a sack of Watson by senior 
defensive lineman Zi’Yon Hill-Green 
on third down. The offense, thus pinned 
inside their own 15-yard line, had a 
chance again to extend their lead. Once 
again, they came up empty and gave the 
Trojans the ball back with 5:13 left to go 
in the game. 

Troy responded by quickly going 
down the field and tying the game with 
a field goal by Brooks Buce with 2:41 left 
in regulation. For the second straight 
game, Ben Wooldridge had a chance 
to lead the Cajuns on a game-winning 
drive. However, once again he failed and 
Watson had his chance to play hero. 

On third down with less than two 
minutes to go, Watson was bailed out by 
a pass interference call that would give 
the Trojans new life and a fresh set of 

downs. He used this bailout to lead the 
Trojans into field goal range late into 
the game, but Troy ended up scoring a 
touchdown on a late 28-yard run with 
five seconds left to secure the Trojans 
win. 

Here’s my simple analysis: the Cajuns 
collapsed. When Wooldridge ran for his 
second touchdown, ESPN gave the team 
a 93% chance to win the game. In the 
span of 23 minutes of play, the Cajuns 
did their best Atlanta Falcons impression 
and choked an easily winnable game. 
What more is there to say? Hopefully, 
the Cajuns can get back on track and 
win next week against Georgia Southern.

Cajuns choke late, collapse on final 
drive to fall to Trojans on Senior Day

Photo by Ben Massey / UL Athletics

 Ben Wooldridge (#10) goes over the top of two Troy defenders for a rushing touchdown on Nov. 5.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Nov. 4
• At 1:17 a.m., officers responded to the theft of a phone charger from 
Coronna Hall.

• At 9:34 p.m., officers responded to the theft of a cream-colored 
Essentials hoodie, size medium, at 600 W Taft St. An investigation was 
conducted.

Nov. 3
• At 3:33 a.m., officers responded to a call from a female student at 600 W 
Taft St. stating she was uncomfortable staying in her dorm due to non-
students staying overnight and conflict with her roommates.

• At 9:19 a.m., UL Lafayette Bus Yard reported that on Nov. 2 a bus received 
minor damages at Twin Oaks and 2400 block of Johnston St.

• At 10:19 p.m., officers were dispatched to Heritage Apartments in 
reference to individuals throwing fruit on someone’s balcony.

Nov. 1
• At 8:34 a.m., an officer was dispatched to 619 McKinley St. in reference to 
damaged state property. Video surveillance showed a white 2023 Mazda 
driving through a parking arm.

• At 10:00 a.m., Lafayette Alarms contacted UL Lafayette Police dispatch 
about a fire alarm at Legacy Park Apartments in the Caffery building. 
There was a fire and the apartment sustained damages. There were no 
reports of injuries.

Oct. 31
• At 6:36 p.m., officers were dispatched to Baker Hall in reference to a 
suspicious person. An investigation was conducted.

Oct. 30
• At 2:01 a.m., while on foot patrol in Zone 29, officers discovered a black 
2009 Honda Civic. The people inside the car were found in possession 
of a bong with residue, one roach clip, one joint with approximately 23 
grams of marijuana, three THC cartridges and one vape pen attached to 
the cartridge.

• At 7:50 p.m., an officer was flagged down regarding a shattered rear 
black glass on a white 2017 Nissan Altima while the vehicle was parked at 
the Print Shop.

Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

School Leaders Involved in Drinking 
and Drug Education (SLIDDE) partnered 
with the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette Police Department to empower 
women with a self-defense class 
scheduled for Nov. 17.

“Empower, Women Strike Back” is a 
free, all women-identifying self-defense 
seminar hosted by SLIDDE and ULPD 
open to the public. It has been part of a 
semesterly effort since 2003 to bring self-
defense tips and techniques to women 
across the community. 

Lt. Micheal Louviere and martial artist 
Burke Von Burkhalter teach the seminar 
together. Louviere focuses on the safety 
tips and Burkhalter focuses on the drills. 

The seminar covers a variety of topics, 
including self-defense laws, day-to-day 
prevention, risk reduction, bystander 
awareness and case-study discussions. 
It also provides resources for students 
who’ve been involved in an attack 
including where to find counseling and 
medical assistance.

Alongside Louviere, Burkhalter 
developed the program to fit around 
new people willing to learn because they 
don’t know the attendees’ prior skill level, 
ability or age. Some attendees might not 
be as physically capable as others. 

“These techniques were designed for 
anyone from a very young age to a very 
old age and anywhere in between. The 
techniques themselves are actually easy 
to remember. They were designed to be 
retained very easily and to be very easy 
to perform whereas a lot of self-defense 
classes, not to discredit other defense 
classes, are more advanced and some are 
very intense,” Louviere said. 

Beyond skill level, Louviere cited 
attendee time commitment as another 
factor when designing the program, 
especially for students. Different students 
have different schedules, and with finals 
coming up, students can’t afford to miss 
class. Because of this, Louviere and 
Burkhalter ensured the class was easy to 
retain from a one-day seminar. 

“Rape Aggression Defense, RAD, is 
a very very well-designed program, in 
my opinion, however, it’s a 3-day course 
and not everybody has the time to be 
able to give to that, especially in a setting 
where there are classes and finals that 
students can’t just miss. I still promote 
long-term defense classes in some type 
of martial arts or any other discipline but 
when you’re trying to get a basic level 
and understanding with zero experience, 
this helps them to get introduced into it,” 
Louviere said.

Louviere emphasized that these are 
techniques and information that can be 
utilized in many dangerous situations and 
not just events on campus.

“What I feel is that it prepares our 
students to be more cognizant of 
their surroundings and to give them 
techniques to use in the event that a 
situation would come up either on 
campus or off campus. These techniques 
are not just isolated to the University. 
They can be used anywhere at any given 
time,” Louviere said.

According to Lt. Billy Abrams of 
ULPD, this seminar is supposed to equip 
students with the information and skills 
they need, but it is up to students to take 
steps toward prevention.

“I certainly think it helps the campus 
to stay safe. What we try to do is provide 
the information. It is up to the students, 
you know, to wanna have the desire to 
participate. We do everything that we 
can in our power to make sure that they 
have the information necessary to help 
them stay safe. We always talk about how 
campus safety is our job but it’s everyone’s 
responsibility, and we don’t want to wait 
until something happens. We always try 
to take a proactive role in these types of 
situations,” Abrams said.

According to Lauren Robson, president 
of SLIDDE, the program also gives 
students an opportunity to grow more 
familiar with officers of the ULPD.

“You know, a lot of students view 
ULPD as the bad guy who’s there to give 
them tickets and get them in trouble, but 
they are there to keep our campus safe 
and secure,” Robson said. “I hope that by 
giving students a chance to familiarize 
themselves with some of the staff, both 
through this event and our drunk 
driving course, students will understand 
that (ULPD) officers can be relied on. I 
mean most students don’t know that you 
can ask an officer to escort you to your 
vehicle or dorm if you feel unsafe.”

This semester’s seminar is different 
from previous years, because it focuses 
on developing form instead of simply 
demonstration, according to Louviere. 

“We have done seminars in the past 
where we do a demonstration but this 
will actually be some hands-on technique 
where they can partner up and train with 
the moves in a less intense environment. 
They will be able to feel how the actual 
manipulation of the joint works and to 
get the form down,” Louviere said.

Abrams said he wants this seminar to 
be an event that changes the way people 
approach safety and crime prevention. 

“It takes a pre-emptive commitment. 
We’re an after-the-fact kind of society. 
Something happens and then we want 
to take action. What we’re trying to do, 
through a series of information and 
programs, is trying to reverse that trend,” 
Abrams said. 

The announcement form for the 
seminar included a spot to RSVP, 
however, Louviere made it clear that 
doing so was not necessary to attend.

“We do have a certain amount of space 
and if we need to address a larger venue, 
we can, hence the reason for the RSVP. 
We would prefer attendees to, but we 
do not turn anyone away. If they want 
to learn and we can get the information 
out there, we absolutely will take them,” 
Louviere said.

Robson said that COVID-19 halted 
the seminar for the last few years, and 
she was excited to be a part of bringing it 
back. Planning began in October of this 
year, giving them just a month to plan. 

This was intentional, however, 
according to Louviere, because it lets 
them frame the program around issues 
that are particularly prevalent at that 
time. By partnering with SLIDDE, they 
can get a better grasp on the issues that 
students face. He said that SLIDDE and 
ULPD’s missions align because drug and 
alcohol consumption goes hand-in-hand 
with various attacks.

To sign up for the seminar, scan the QR 
code at the bottom of every flyer, or you 
can simply attend at the Student Union 
Teche Room on Thursday, Nov. 17 at 6 
p.m.

Women’s self-defense 
class coming to campus
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Poster for the “Empower, Women Strike Back” self-defense class.
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Mallory Michel 
ALLONS WRITER

Taylor Swift has been causing a stir 
in the world of pop from her time as a 
budding musician in 2006 to her most 
recent release in October. 

Love her or hate her, you cannot deny 
that she has had a massive impact on 
the mainstream music scene for over a 
decade now. From her simple beginnings 
as a country sensation, Taylor Swift has 
taken the world by storm and has shown 
everyone just what she is capable of. 

Swift’s most current album is the hot 
topic among social media, and for good 
reason. It is her first new album since 
the release of “Evermore” in 2020. Both 
“Fearless (Taylor’s Version)” and “Red 
(Taylor’s Version)” are new takes on old 
albums that are now under her control, 
so it is exciting to hear a completely 
novel sound. 

“Midnights” is what I would call a 
culmination of all of her albums put 
together, blending all of their sounds 
and vibes. I can admit that the changes 
in tone are sometimes jarring, but it 
generally blends together quite nicely. 
Despite many people singing the praises 
of her lyricism, I do believe that there 
are some misses mixed in with the hits. 

First, let’s talk about what I loved 
about this album. I adore the tracks 
“Karma” and “Bejeweled.” Both songs 
have a very addictive quality that makes 
me want to replay them over and over 
and simply dance along. Pop is where 
Swift really excels in my opinion, so it 
is great to hear such upbeat sounding 
songs that make you want to scream 
along.

Despite it being a slower song, “Snow 
on the Beach” is also a favorite of mine. 
It features Lana Del Rey, one of my 
favorite artists. Her and Swift’s vocals 

meld really well and make for a beautiful 
track.

Secondly, let’s go over what I don’t 
like. I hate to say it, but many of her 
lyrics are totally lost to me. Not to make 
a jab at her age, but some are incredibly 
cringy and just remind me of Buzzfeed 
or Tumblr in 2014. 

One prime example is the opener 
of the song “Vigilante Shit.” Of course 
you can still like these lyrics, they are 
absolutely not for me. Speaking of 
which, she also has a ton of swearing 
on this album and while I’m not 
against it, it is just excessive and a little 
embarrassing. 

Another thing I have to mention is 
her song “Antihero” and its music video. 
It has quickly become controversial for 
the portrayal of Swift looking down at a 
scale and reading the word “fat” in bold 
letters, with her older self shaking her 
head disapprovingly. I personally believe 
this was in poor taste. I understand that 
it is about her struggles with an eating 
disorder, but what about her younger 
fans?

It is a bad message to send to the 
kids who love her music, which could 
end up with them developing an eating 
disorder as well. After all, it hurts to see 
someone you look up to have her worst 
fear be looking like you. However, she 
thankfully removed this clip, and the 
message of this scene still comes across 
powerfully. 

See, the thing with Taylor Swift is 
that unfortunately, some of her fans 
defend her to an unrealistic extent. 
Many people reject any criticisms of her 
at all, claiming that any critique of her 
music or her as a person is misogyny. 
Obviously, this is not the case for every 
fan of hers. However, it is disappointing 
to see how so many people will attack 
others for their harmless opinions. 

On the other hand, Swift is a victim 
of misogynistic takes quite often too. 
Many hate her for writing about her love 
life so much, putting her off as a “whiny 
woman.” You can definitely dislike 
her and her music for other reasons, 
but nobody complains when a man 
writes songs airing his grievances about 
women, so why condemn her for doing 
the same?

This is why she has embraced this 
persona, letting herself be called “the 
problem” and taking her life into 

her own hands. Taylor Swift lets her 
insecurities be known, such as feeling 
like she is not the perfect age, weight, or 
height and this can greatly resonate with 
others struggling with the same issues. 

With that said, listen to “Midnights” 
and judge for yourself. It is not for 
everyone, but I believe it is a powerful 
look into Taylor Swift’s psyche, chock 
full of some pretty good pop songs too.

Taylor Swift’s new album “Midnights” 
and how she owns her insecurities

Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

Maya Angelou once said, “All great 
artists draw from the same source: the 
human heart, which tells us that we are 
all more alike than we unalike.”

 If this quote describes anyone, it’s Issa 
Rae. Issa Rae is not just an artist in her 
own right but a creator. She was able 
to take a web series she created called 

“Awkward Black Girl” and turn it into 
a TV series, called “Insecure.” Both the 
web and the TV series were originally 
about her experiences as an awkward 
Black girl. 

Even before the TV series, Issa Rae 
was breaking barriers with just her web 
series. Not many people are able to take 
their life story and make others feel 
included. She introduced a new face to 
the idea of what a Black girl is and what 

she should embody. Issa Rae was able to 
humanize the Black girl.

 Many times movies imitate real life. 
In so many movies, Black women play 
either the angry Black woman trope, 
the hero, the influencer or the token 
character. Just like in the media, the 
black woman must stand or be the face 
of every movement. To garner attention, 
we have to be seen as digestible. We 
have to make everyone feel included or 
comfortable when it comes to existing in 
our blackness, or we have to be the most 
fashionable in the room. We can never 
just exist if we do not fit in those tropes. 

Issa Rae’s character Issa Dee was so 
powerful because she opened a new 
door and insight into being a Black 
woman through humor, sometimes 
clumsy hiccups, but more so grace. 
Issa Dee normalized not having all the 
answers, being unsure of both your 
career and love life. She brought to life 
the awkward pep talks we must give 
ourselves just to show up in the world. 
However, not only did she open doors 
for Black women but also Black men. 

Throughout the show, she took on the 
challenge that Hollywood has placed 
on Black men. Hollywood tends to put 
Black men in a box that labels them 
as overly masculine and, many times, 
aggressive.

However, through her many male 
characters on the show, she wrote 
them in a way that allowed them to 
show vulnerability. Some of the male 
characters were not vulnerable, but they 
were able to communicate their feelings 
in not just negative ways but positive 
ways as well. 

She also humanized the Black man 
allowing people to not only have 
sympathy, but empathy when these 
characters were going through tough 

times. Whether women or men, many 
African American people were able to 
see themselves.

The work Issa Rae did was so 
impactful because, through these 
characters, she was able to open doors 
for Black actresses and actors. She 
allowed directors to see our color or race 
in different roles. Not only were the two 
main characters of this show darker-
skined women, but Issa Rae made sure 
that she had transformed her show from 
being a majority Black cast to having 
a Black cast only. Not because she was 
prejudiced, but because it had never 
been done before. Most Hollywood 
producers do not believe that a show 
that has an only Black cast will be 
digestible or able to reach multiple 
audiences. However, she was still able to 
do just that. 

The fact that Issa Rae was able to open 
so many doors in Hollywood with just 
one show, shows not only her impact 
but her reach. I believe that she was able 
to do these things because she never 
allowed anyone to dilute her voice. Like 
so many trailblazers before her, she not 
only had to force her way in the door, 
but she left the door open for many 
others who look just like her.

 When asked about what she was 
going to do with her longevity since 
she defied the lack of longevity that 
Hollywood normally provides for Black 
actors and actresses she said,

 “For me, my longevity will be opening 
the door for others. I think frequently 
about the Tupac quote: ‘I’m going to be 
the light that sparks the inspiration, that 
sparks the change.’ I need to get that 
quote right. [Exact quote: ‘I’m not saying 
I’m going to change the world, but I 
guarantee that I will spark the brain that 
will change the world.’]." 

Issa Rae: the one who opened 
the door for Black Hollywood  
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Issac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

On Wednesday, Nov. 2, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette’s women’s 
basketball team saw their first in-game 
action of the season in an exhibition 
game against the Spring Hill College 
Badgers, a Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SIAC) Division II 
team that has a lot of experience against 
Sun Belt Conference opponents. 

This game won’t count towards the 
Cajuns’ regular season record, but it was 
an important preseason experiment to 
test both the starting rotation and deep 
bench players; thus, game minutes were 
divided up almost equally among the 
entire roster. No one besides the new 
center Wilnie Joseph logged over 20 
minutes in this contest, and everyone 
got at least one shot up and scored at 
least one point.

Right away, the Cajuns jumped out 
to a 10–0 lead within the first three 
minutes and a 16–0 lead in less than 
five minutes. They accomplished this 
with a lockdown defensive focus: a 
series of steals and forced turnovers 
by guards Destiny Rice and Lanay 
Wheaton allowed great open fastbreak 
opportunities for forwards Tamera 
Johnson and Caira Wren. 

Scoring off turnovers was huge for 
the Cajuns this game; they would end 
the night with 31 points, 26 of them on 
fast breaks, off 26 Badgers turnovers, as 
opposed to their two points (none on 
fast breaks) off nine from the Cajuns.

In the second half, the scoring 
continued to pour in. Wheaton led the 
way with 14 points on a perfect 7–7 
from the field and Alicia Blanton put up 
13 points on over 50% true shooting. 
The Cajuns were not outscored in a 
quarter until the fourth and never 

gave up the lead, with the final buzzer 
sounding 77–33.

The rebounders had a strong outing 
in this game as well. The Cajuns 
outrebounded the Badgers 43–31, and 
saved 16 offensive rebounds to the 
Cougars’ nine. 

The strength and physicality of 
Johnson and Wren was already 
established last season: even more 
encouraging is the hustle of some fresh 
faces. In their first times on the floor in 
Cajuns' uniforms, guard Jaylyn James 
and center Mariah Stewart both tied 
for second on the team by grabbing five 
rebounds.

Assists were also made at a healthy 
rate. The Cajuns totaled 14 assists to the 
Badgers’ seven, with Wheaton, Rice, 
Wren and Imani Rothschild leading the 
way in the stat.

Another huge positive for the team is 
the homecoming of Teurlings Catholic 

standout and McNeese transfer Lizzy 
Ratcliff. After spending almost two years 
away from basketball due to COVID-19 
and injury, she posted a productive 
night statistically and looked engaged 
throughout.

One concern going forward is the 
three-point capability of the team. The 
Cajuns ranked in the bottom half of the 
league at 29% from three last year, and 
was sixth-lowest in the nation with just 
88 three-pointers made. In a time where 
teams are attempting 500, 600, or even 
more than 700 threes in a season, the 
Cajuns only attempted 301 to average 
about 12 a game last season. 

The team definitely picked up the 
pace this game with 20 attempts and 
five makes for 25%, but the rate will 
definitely be something to monitor 
when the season begins against the 
Houston Cougars on Monday and the 
Texas Longhorns on Friday.

What we learned from the Cajuns’ 
blowout victory over the Badgers
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Cajuns guard Alicia Blanton (#23) takes a free throw against Spring Hill on Nov. 2.

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

As we head into the final three weeks 
of the 2022 college football regular 
season, the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
look to become bowl eligible for the fifth 
consecutive season and the 10th time in 
the last 12 years.

A last-second 23–17 loss to the 
division-leading Sun Belt West rivals, 

the Troy Trojans, on Nov. 5 at Cajun 
Field dropped the Cajuns to 4–5 on 
the year and effectively eliminated the 
Cajuns’ conference championship hopes. 
At 2–4 in conference play, Louisiana 
currently sits in fifth place in the Sun 
Belt West.

Should Louisiana become bowl 
eligible for the 2022 season, they will be 
eyeing one of the five guaranteed spots 
for Sun Belt teams in bowl games: the 

Cure Bowl, the Lending Tree Bowl, the 
Myrtle Beach Bowl, the Camellia Bowl 
and the R+L Carriers New Orleans 
Bowl.

For a Division I college football 
program to become eligible for a 
postseason bowl game, the team must 
win at least six of their games and 
maintain a win percentage of at least 
.500, or 50%.

The Cajuns will have three more 
opportunities this season to win at 
least two more games and become 
bowl eligible for the 10th time in the 
program’s history, beginning Nov. 10 at 
home versus the 5–4 Georgia Southern 
Eagles.

The following week, Louisiana will 
travel to Tallahassee, Florida on Nov. 
19 to take on the 6–3 Florida State 
Seminoles, their first Power-5 opponent 
of the season and the first under new 
head coach Michael Desormeaux.

The Cajuns’ final chance for bowl 
eligibility will come on the road in their 
terminal game of the year against the 
3–6 Texas State Bobcats.

The 2022 season is the first year 
that Louisiana is competing in a 14-
team conference after recent NCAA 
realignment this past offseason. The 
Sun Belt welcomed the James Madison 
Dukes, the Marshall Thundering Herd, 
the Old Dominion Monarchs and the 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles to the 
conference in addition to the 10 pre-
existing members.

James Madison, formerly an FCS 
school, Marshall and Old Dominion, 
both formerly of Conference USA, 
joined the Sun Belt East Division 
while Southern Miss, also formerly of 
Conference USA, joined the Cajuns in 
the Sun Belt West Division.

Desormeaux and the Cajuns would’ve 
needed a ton of help and then some 
if they were to win the Sun Belt West 
and secure a spot in the conference 
championship game on Dec. 3.

Prior to Nov. 5, Louisiana sat in fourth 
place in the Sun Belt West behind Troy, 
Southern Miss and the South Alabama 
Jaguars and ahead of the UL Monroe 
Warhawks. Having already lost to UL 
Monroe, South Alabama and Southern 
Miss, the Cajuns dug themselves into a 
deep hole.

First and foremost, Louisiana 
would’ve needed to win out the 
remainder of their conference matchups 
against Troy, Georgia Southern and 
Texas State, which would’ve given them 
a 5–3 record in Sun-Belt play.

Had the Cajuns defeated Troy on Nov. 
5 and finished 5–3 in the conference, the 
Trojans would’ve needed to lose one of 
their remaining two conference games 
for Louisiana to remain ahead of their 
rivals via tiebreaker.

Assuming Louisiana finished 5–3 
in the conference, they would’ve also 
needed South Alabama to lose their 
remaining three games of the season, 
all against conference opponents, due 
to losing their head-to-head matchup 
versus the Jaguars in Week 5.

The Cajuns would’ve needed more 
help in the form of Southern Miss losing 
at least two of their last three games, all 
against Sun Belt teams, and finishing 
with no more than four conference wins 
due to Louisiana losing their head-to-
head matchup against the Golden Eagles 
in Week 9.

Lastly, had Louisiana finished 5–3 in 
the Sun Belt, they would’ve also needed 
UL Monroe to lose at least one of their 
final three games, once again all against 
conference teams. The Cajuns lost the 
head-to-head matchup against the 
Warhawks in Week 4.

All this to say, Louisiana simply did 
not take care of business in the most 
important games of the season, losing 
several key conference matchups. There’s 
still a chance in these final three weeks 
for Cajuns fans to see their team secure 
a spot in a postseason bowl game.

Cajuns eyeing bowl eligibility 
after failing to clinch division

Photo by Andre Broussard

Head Coach Michael Desormeaux enters Cajun Field before a matchup versus 
Arkansas State on Sept. 27.
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Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER 

As a college freshman, I see what 
other college freshmen do. Going from 
high school to college is an enormous 
change, but the workload shouldn’t 
change that much. I say this to ask, why 
are we struggling as college freshmen? 

College workload and assignments 
are hard, but not that bad as a freshman. 
In an evening class of mine, the 
assignments are short and take about 
30 minutes. So, why is my professor 
struggling to get students to attend class 
and turn in work? 

It bugged me knowing that I was 
earning A’s by simply showing up to 
class and doing the work. All while my 
peers, who did not show up or do the 
work on time, received very low grades. 
These grades were so low that my 
friends would have to drop classes and 
potentially lose their financial aid.

 I can only speak for the classes my 
peers and I take, and I also have yet 
to meet a freshman with upper level 
coursework. Entry level classes should 
not be difficult. Most freshman classes 
are basic general studies. 

As I conversed with my friends, they 

told me they struggled with managing 
time and finding motivation. As the 
semester is coming to an end, I can see 
people lose the motivation needed to 
succeed. 

Many college freshmen struggle with 
the liberty that comes with college. 
Classes are not seven hours back to back 
anymore. We can choose our own hours 
and make our own schedules. 

So, why are the assignments a 
hard task to complete? Essentially, 
we are given more time to do longer 
assignments. In high school a 300-
word writing assignment would be 
due the next school day. In college, at 
least for some of my classes, this same 
assignment would be due in a week. 

I am only speaking from my high 
school experience. But to me high 
school demanded more work from me 
than college has so far. Of course, I 
understand, it is only freshman year and 
as the years progress, it will get harder.

I think that because I was an honors 
student in high school, I am used to 
having a heavy workload due in a 
short amount of time. So, when I saw 
other students struggling on very easy 
assignments, it confused me. 

Another thing that shocked me was 

how much college freshmen expect from 
college. By this I mean that they are 
extremely unprepared. College freshmen 
expect things to be handed to them, 
they do not want to seek out answers 
themselves. 

I have found myself guilty of some 
of these things. But I do not come 
to class unprepared like some of my 
peers. Something as simple as checking 
Moodle, should not be a hard task. 

Some students do not have the 
fear of not knowing, and that scares 
me. It terrifies me to not know what 
assignment is due next or if I missed 
a deadline. So, to see my classmates 
nonchalantly walk in late without their 
assignments done, it scares me to say 
this is our future. 

Recently, we had advising sessions 
for the next semester. I have never seen 
so many college freshmen confused in 
my life. To take some heat off of me, I 
was also confused. I learned that I was 
mostly doing all the leg work. 

I had to fill out my own blue sheet, 
and tell my advisor the classes that I 
wanted to take. This was shocking, but I 
was prepared to do it. I knew that I had 
to take responsibility for my degree plan 
and do my own research. 

Building a healthy school and social 
life dynamic is essential to surviving 
college. I am not saying that you strictly 
have to do school work and miss out on 
your social life. That would make me a 
hypocrite.

What I do is make sure all of my work 
is due, and then I allow myself to go out 
with friends. I know myself. So I know 
that if something is due at midnight 
and I go party with my friends, that 
assignment will not be turned in on 
time.

All this is to say, we have to do better. I 
include myself in that statement too. We 
are in college, so we have to pick up our 
weight and act like we are in college. It 
is tempting to not do an assignment and 
go out with our friends. 

But we are college students first, so 
make yourself proud and put college 
first. Go to class, do the work, ask 
questions, and you will be perfectly fine. 
We have a long road ahead of us. So, 
trust me when I tell you, you will thank 
yourself in the future. 

Why are college freshmen struggling 
with school and time management?

Cade Roland
NEWS WRITER

Election Day is around the corner, 
taking place on Nov. 8. The ballot will 
present options to vote for the Senate, 
House of Representatives and eight 
proposed amendments to Louisiana’s 
constitution.

Republican John Neely Kennedy’s 
views on the issues include a pro-life 
stance on abortion, support to finish 
building the border wall, prioritizing 
control over inflation, support for 
increasing the supply of oil and gas and 
a strong stance against gun control.

Gary Chambers of the Democratic 
Party is one of Kennedy’s most likely 
contenders, with his bold online ads 
gaining much attention. In one ad with 
millions of views, Chambers can be 
seen smoking marijuana, in his support 
of legalizing the drug. Chambers 
supports pro-choice advocates, free 
higher education and funding for 
public schools, background checks on 
guns as well as a ban on military-grade 
weapons.

With Kennedy being a Republican 
in a red state and raising 10 times as 
much as the Democratic challengers 
combined, the odds are stacked against 
the other candidates. The House of 
Representatives may face a similar 
issue, with Clay Higgins serving as a 
Republican favored by a red state.

The fact that these incumbent 
candidates have a firm hand over the 
elections may prove a bit disheartening. 
Reasons like these are why citizens 
abstain from voting. Whether it’s 
a scenario where no candidate 

appropriately represents the voter or a 
difficult race to win, many people use 
this reasoning to avoid elections entirely.

While I can see the reasoning behind 
these arguments to not vote, I want to 
give stronger reasons to participate in 
voting. 

The most important reason to vote 
is that the opinions of the people 
should matter. To make progress and 
improvements in government, we must 
take any means necessary to make our 
voices heard, and vote for what will best 
represent us. Increasing voter turnout 
will help provide a more effective avenue 
for citizens to make political changes.

If you do not vote that means that 
nothing is being done for the important 
issues that currently divide the United 
States of America. 

Topics like reproductive rights, 
the legal status of drugs, gun control, 
education and the environment are all 
problems that fall into the hands of our 
representatives. To make any difference 
on these issues, voting is extremely 
important.

Even if you do not endorse any 
candidate entirely, most of the time 
a candidate will at least have some 
views in common with your own. For 
example, if you do not approve of any 
candidate running, choose the topics 
you are most passionate about, and vote 
for the candidate that endorses them.

Voting and elections are not a perfect 
system by any means. Lack of funding, 
lobbying and the issues above are some 
flaws of it. However, actively voting 
can help to improve this as well. A 
flawed voting system should not stay in 
place, and it is up to American voters 

to endorse candidates that propose 
solutions to this, just like any other 
political issue.

Even if positive changes are a long 
time coming, we should try our best 
to make them a reality through voting. 
Despite when these changes come into 
effect.

Abstaining from voting can be a 

reasonable choice, but to prove what 
the people truly need, we all need to 
prioritize voting for candidates when it 
is possible.

For more information regarding state 
elections, visit Louisiana’s Secretary of 
State website, and view the Geaux Vote 
app for a preview of the candidates and 
voting locations.

Voting despite the odds: Why 
this upcoming election matters 
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Cover songs: the well-known songs 
and the not-well-recognized tunes
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Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER 

Hip-hop is one of the most popular 
music art forms of our time. Whether 
you’re hearing it on the radio, in popular 
TikTok audios or in the soundtrack 
of your favorite Netflix series, we are 
constantly subjected to hip-hop in one 
way or another. 

But how did we get here? How did 
hip-hop begin its rise to fame and garner 
such public attention?

Well the origins of hip-hop are just as 
rich as its current industry. Its history, 
message and dissemination have roots 
in struggle and joy. Hip-hop as a music 
genre began to publicly emerge in the 
Bronx during the 1970s. 

Economic problems in New York City 
during this time led to a severe lack of 
recreational activity for lower class youth 
and adults alike. 

This would lead to hip-hop music 
becoming not just a way to pass the time 
but a form of artistic expression. Their 
art would reflect their environment and 
challenges.

Often this resulted in an expression 
of racial hardships faced by Black and 
Latinx communities, issues of povert 
and most importantly an outpouring of 
culture. 

In the 80s more resources and 
instruments became available to these 
artists such as drums, synthesizers and 
samplers. This made the tools to make 
more complex beats more accessible 
resulting in more elaborate music. 
Along with allowing elaborate music to 
be easier to make, it would also greatly 
increase how much hip-hop music was 
being made in general.

Hip-hop’s popularity would skyrocket 
and would give birth to other music 
forms as it progressed in sound. 

This would include influential 
conscious rap artists of the Black Power 
Movement like N.W.A., Nas and Mos 
Def. My favorite of these is N.W.A. These 
works were often political in nature 
and related back to the system that 
was responsible for many of the issues 
referenced in hip-hop music. 

Specialist in hip-hop culture, Isobel 
Trot, describes it as “a reactionary 

response to mainstream culture – an 
oppositional force.” This is very different 
to how other music genres are described, 
showing how far the reaches of hip-hop’s 
cultural impact go. It went against the 
grain, and this excited people. 

I think it’s also significant that the 
artists who made this music were taking 
a significant risk. Not only were they 
putting out new types of music, but 
they were putting out controversial 
messages that were important to them. 
This propels taking risks for your art to a 
whole new level as many people will not 
receive this message gracefully. 

Towards the mid-80s and early 90s, 
hip-hop was in its golden age. Music 
educator, Rory PQ, in the music 
industry categorized this period by “its 
explosion of diversity, influence, stylistic 
innovation, and mainstream success." 

As the 90s came to an end, hip-hop 
had been solidified as a very important 
part of music and culture. Artists came 
to the forefront that we know and love 
like Tupac, the Notorious B.I.G. and 
Snoop Dogg. From this point, hip-hop 
would only come closer and closer to 

what we see today. 
Within the musical world, hip-hop 

is often categorized as more than just a 
style of music. It is considered a lifestyle 
and a “cultural movement." It could be 
found in, and can still be found, so much 
of what Black communities did and 
interacted with the world around them.

Hairstyles, physical art, decor, lifestyle 
and artistic expression in general were 
influenced by hip-hop, and it continues 
to do so as it becomes more and more 
popular. 

As widely known as it is, we often 
forget in the light of this popularity 
that this music stemmed from these 
marginalized communities who made 
local art out of what they knew without 
a ton of resources or revenue. They 
would make art with what they had 
and they would mobilize a mass artistic 
movement that we are constantly witness 
to today. 
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The rich cultural history of hip-hop
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Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

I like to make playlists, and my 
current ongoing playlist is full of cover 
songs. The playlist is full of well-known 
and some more obscure covers. The 
playlist started one day out of boredom 
but has become something I enjoy 
making.

To me, there are two types of cover 

songs: the artist covering it produces an 
exact copy of the original music or the 
artist covering it completely reinvents 
the song and makes it their own. 

As much as I love Bauhaus’ 1982 cover 
of “Ziggy Stardust,” lead singer Peter 
Murphy uncannily sounds like David 
Bowie in certain parts of the song. But 
the Bauhaus version does feature a 
heavier guitar sound than the original. 

 In 2007, The Killers recorded a 

version of Joy Division’s 1979 song 
“Shadowplay” for the movie “Control.” 
The Killers’ performance infuses their 
signature indie rock styling with some 
electronic elements thrown in. They 
are putting their spin on a classic song. 
Contrast that with the prominent bass 
and Ian Curtis’s baritone singing voice 
in the original. 

Simon & Garfunkel’s 1966 folk tune 
“A Hazy Shade of Winter” got retooled 
by The Bangles in 1987 for the movie 
“Less Than Zero.” “A Hazy Shade of 
Winter” became “Hazy Shade of Winter.” 
The 1987 version traded in the acoustic 
guitars for electric ones and would 
end up charting to number two on the 
Billboard Hot 100 (1987-1988). 

If I had to pick a favorite to listen The 
Bangles always win. It has this high-
octane sound you don’t get from Simon 
& Garfunkel.

“Tainted Love” was initially performed 
by Northern Soul singer Gloria Jones 
in 1964. But probably when you read 
the words “Tainted Love,” the 1981 
version by Soft Cells was the first thing 
that popped into your mind. Is the 1981 
version incredibly 80s sounding with 
their use of synthesizers? Absolutely. The 
sound does not stop me from knowing 
every word of “Tainted Love” and 
dancing to it whenever it plays on the 
radio.

 One of the oddest covers I have 
found while making my playlist is the 
rock band Manic Street Preachers’ 2007 
rendition of “Umbrella.” And yes, I am 
talking about “Umbrella” by Rihanna. 
I was surprised when I discovered 
this interpretation exists. The Manic 
Street Preachers, like The Killers 
with “Shadowplay,” make “Umbrella” 
their own. I highly recommend 

going listening to it. You will not be 
disappointed. 

I have to find a way to make The Cure 
fit into this, and luckily they have a 
plethora of covers in their discography. 
My personal favorite is their 1995 cover 
of “Young Americans,” famously done by 
David Bowie in 1975. 

The Cure abandons their usual goth 
styling for a more mid-70s Bowie sound, 
but Robert Smith’s voice still makes this 
song recognizable to Cure fans. Another 
underrated cover is their interpretation 
of “World In My Eyes” (one of my 
favorite Depeche Mode songs), and it 
has made frequent appearances on my 
repeat playlist. 

“Strawberry Letter 23” will forever 
be ingrained in my memory for its 
continuous playing on the rental car 
radio my father drove on one of our 
many family vacations to California. 
Originally performed and written by 
Shuggie Otis in 1971, it became more 
well known in 1977 when The Brothers 
Johnson gave their take on it. 

The Brothers Johnson rendition has 
that classic 70s disco sound and is the 
one I associate with those summers in 
California. 

Lorde took the Tears for Fears 1985 
hit “Everybody Wants to Rule the 
World” and turned it into this dark 
foreboding tune that fits perfectly in the 
dystopian world of “The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire” (2013) adaptation. Her 
voice gives “Everybody Wants to Rule 
the World” a more sinister meaning. 

My playlist of cover songs is ever 
expanding because I am always finding 
something new to add. I like scouring 
the internet and trying to find my next 
favorite song. It makes my day just a 
little brighter.Graphic by Meg Norwood
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“What are some ways you 
relieve stress?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones and Aidan Milford.

Josh Roberts
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“Have a good support.”

Caleb Johnson 
PSYCHOLOGY  JUNIOR

“Meditation, playing 
ukulele and running.”

Nicholas Couture
MUSIC BUSINESS  SENIOR

“Every morning right 
after I wake, before I 
touch my phone or do 
anything else, I make 
a cup of tea and sit in 
my hammock.”

Dahntay Robinson
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  FRESHMAN

“Hanging with my 
buds.”

Jeremy Oubre
MOVING IMAGE ARTS  FRESHMAN

“Relaxing helps me clear 
my mind. Thinking 
about and doing stuff 
I’m passionate about. 
Writing scripts, creating 
screenplays, making 
short films.”

Carson Lyons
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  SOPHOMORE

“I work out a lot.”

Allan goes pet shopping
COMICS

Graphic by Lauren Gerald
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