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Editorial Staff

Students gathered outside the Student 
Union on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 as a result 
of the Bible Evangelism group’s protest on 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
campus. 

Like previous years, the group came on 
campus with signs and proclaimed their 
messages and beliefs as students passed 
by. Bible Evangelism is an anti-abortion, 
anti-LGBTQ+, anti-Muslim and anti-
feminist group, amongst many other 
things. Students stopped to either hear the 
messages or counter-protest. 

One man from the group came alone 
on Oct. 31 and multiple people from the 
group came on Nov. 1.

The sole protester on Oct. 31 was seen 
wearing a bodycam and live streaming. 
Two of the protesters on Nov. 1 were seen 
wearing bodycams.

A student who wishes to remain 
anonymous expressed their discomfort in 
the protesters being allowed on campus. 

“Honestly, it’s very disconcerting 
because of all of these protesters, they’re 
allowed on campus because it’s a public 
place, but it makes everybody feel 
afraid and unsafe because they’re here 
and they’re spreading this message of 
ignorance and hate,” they said. “When all 
we want to do is love and be free.” 

Judas Broussard is a freshman majoring 
in biology and said what the protesters 
are preaching goes against Christian 
teachings. 

“I find them to be very funny, a little 
embarrassing for all of Christianity. As a 
non-Christian myself who reverted from 
Christianity, it’s very silly,” Broussard 
said. “It’s nothing like what they actually 
teach in Christianity. I find them to be 
harmless.”

Students at the Oct. 31 protest 
were chanting “Leave our campus!” 
and wrote messages in chalk with 
sayings such as, “My Body My Choice,” 
“#CajunsAgainstHate,” “These people 
spread hate! Cajuns for love!,” “Love wins 
over fear,” “All dogs go to heaven” and 
“God loves gays.” 

Student organizations such as Giving 
Love, Acceptance, Safety and Support 
(GLASS) counter-protested by sharing 
positive affirmations to students. Some 
students also played music and danced 
near the protesters who came on campus. 

GLASS President Cody Barbier 
discussed some rules with members 
before partaking in the counter-

protest, including not touching the 
Bible Evangelism group and not 
interacting with them directly in order 
to keep students safe and represent the 
organization in a positive manner. 

“About every year we have religious 
bigots who come to campus with the 
intention of spreading hate. Every year 
the campus community comes together 
to peacefully protest and works to drown 
out the hate with love. It’s something we’re 
proud of and by counter-protesting, we 
hope to show current and future Ragin’ 
Cajuns that are LGBTQ+ that there is 
an accepting community here for them,” 
GLASS wrote in a statement to The 
Vermilion.

“Also I always want to emphasize that 
our protest isn’t non-LGBTQ+ people vs 
LGBTQ+ people or religious people vs 
atheists. Our counter-protest includes 
people of many different religious 
affiliations, genders, sexualities, etc who 
oppose the hate being spread and want to 
drown it out with positivity and love,” the 
statement continued. 

Police officers from the UL Lafayette 
Police Department were present at both 
protests.

The protesters are part of a group called 
Bible Evangelism, which is a ministry 
within Consuming Fire Fellowship, a 
church based in Gloster, Mississippi. 
According to the Consuming Fire 
Fellowship website, “Consuming Fire 
Fellowship began with seven people in 
December 1995 in the home of Pastor 
Britt Williams. After his conversion, 
Pastor Williams, who is originally from 
Baton Rouge, spent several years involved 
almost solely in open-air evangelism. 
He preached weekly on the campus of 
Louisiana State University (LSU).” 

Bible Evangelism in the Our Mission 
part of their website states, “We believe 
America is under judgment because we 
as a nation have rejected God. Abortion, 
sodomy, suicide, divorce, adultery, racism, 
drug addiction, false religion, humanism, 
and socialism are plaguing this great land.” 

Along with protesting at UL Lafayette, 
Bible Evangelism has been seen recently at 
Louisiana State University, Louisiana Tech 
University, University of Mississippi and 
Mississippi State University. 

While some students were either 
ignoring the group or counter-protesting, 
some students engaged with them.  

“In this land, he has a right to do this, 
even though it might upset giant groups 
of people. But he has the right to do this. 

So me, personally, I’ll just hear him out, 
see his side and if I agree or not, I get to 
walk away without anything physically 
happening to me,” Jules Lee, a freshman 
majoring in biology, said. “I find it slightly 
rude when people yell over other people. 
Because of the fact that it stops productive 
dialogue, and I don’t like that. I want to 
be able to have a good way of hearing two 
sides because you have to see the whole 
picture rather than have to be able to 
judge what you want to choose.”

Hiro Hinton is a freshman double 
majoring in visual arts and informatics 
and expressed their concern and 
confusion pertaining to the protesters 
being allowed on campus, since all they 
are doing is trying to provoke people.

“Well, I understand that it’s a public 
campus and they don’t really have the 
ability to kick them out unless they harm 
a student,” Hinton said. 

Senior Associate Dean of Students 
Gregory Zerangue explained the policy 
when it comes to these protesters at the 
university. 

“This is a system policy and it’s federal 
law. Basically, we can’t prohibit them from 
coming on campus and speaking. Now 

of course, if it crosses that line and there’s 
threat or safety involved, we would take 
action. Or any physical abuse, touching, 
anything like that. So that just allows them 
to come and speak on campus. Nothing 
derogatory and hate speech, anything like 
inciting violence or riot, anything like that 
of course would not be allowed,” Zerangue 
said. 

“The fact that they were saying that this 
person is going to Hell, whatever it may 
be, it’s not really harassment. We may 
not agree with their terms, but it’s not 
defined as harassment. Now, if they said 
‘I’m going to beat you up’ or make any 
verbiage or language that would imply 
abuse or some type of physical harm or 
death or something like that. That would 
be crossing a line,” Zerangue continued. 

Doc Theriot is a sophomore majoring 
in computer science. Theriot is glad to see 
UL Lafayette students banding together 
in counter-protest. They usually feel safe 
on campus, but recent events like the UL 
Lafayette chapter of Turning Point USA 
inviting alt-right speaker Jack Posobiec 
to speak on campus have made them feel 
unsafe on campus; but pointed out all of 
the positive things the university has done 
for LGBTQ+ students.

“But also some of the stuff that UL 
campus does for the LGBTQ people like 
the name change policy now it’s really 
great and Title IX with marching band, 
I feel super safe as a member of Pride of 
Acadiana because they make it a point to 
use preferred names, preferred pronouns,” 
Theriot said. “But then again, sometimes I 
don’t because there is still a stigma about 
being LGBTQ. I don’t think there should 
be a stigma. But you know, whenever you 
live in South Louisiana, of course, there 
is going to be a little bit of a conservative 
tone to everything.”

Controversial Christian evangelist 
group incites student counter-protest

“They’re abusing the right to 
free speech and coming on a 
campus that is known for its 
diversity to try to harm oth-
ers, and I feel like while they 
can’t prevent it entirely, they 
should be trying to limit it.”
  - Hiro Hinton

Photo by Malik Jones

Wren, UL student, raising progress pride flag at Oct. 31 protest.

Photo by Marie Ducote

Sign from Bible Evangelism group at Nov. 1 protest.

Photo by Marie Ducote

Chalk message at Nov. 1 protest. 
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Nov. 12
• At 11:19 p.m., someone reported receiving a threat in a phone 
conversation from a former romantic partner.

Nov. 10
• At 1:48 a.m., an officer observed a vehicle driving recklessly in Oliver 
Parking Tower. Contact was made with the driver, and he was issued a 
misdemeanor summons for reckless driving.

• At 8:47 a.m., a traffic stop was conducted on a white 2022 Buick Enclave 
at 100 Rex St. for failure to stop at a stop sign. 

• At 11:07 a.m., a complaint was made in reference to a fire that had 
previously occurred on Nov. 9 at Bonin Hall. 

Nov. 9
• At 1:18 a.m., a beige Toyota Camry was found parked in the Hilton Garden 
Inn parking lot with the rear windshield broken and a sun visor taped on 
to cover the broken glass. A person was found sleeping in the vehicle and 
was asked to leave UL Lafayette property without incident.

• At 12:05 p.m., officers received a report of sexual battery at Fraternity 
Row.

• At 6:48 p.m., a call was received from Lafayette 911 in reference to 
a medical call outside the Student Union. Acadian Ambulance was 
notified, and officers were dispatched. 

• At 11:43 p.m., while conducting a foot patrol at Agnes Edwards, officers 
noticed a vehicle traveling the wrong way down Rex Street. An 
investigation was conducted.

Nov. 7
• At 8:31 a.m., an officer was dispatched to the intersection of Hebrard 
Boulevard and E. University Avenue in reference to a traffic crash 
between a silver 2022 Toyota 4Runner and a gray 2009 Honda Ridgeline. 
The driver of vehicle two complained of a possible lower back and neck 
injury. Acadian Ambulance was dispatched. Both drivers refused care and 
services from Acadian Ambulance. 

Nov. 6
• At 7:50 p.m., officers responded to the burglary of a black 2017 Chevrolet 
Sonic. Items reported as stolen were a debit card, a driver's license and a 
state identification card. An investigation was conducted. 

Aidan Milford
NEWS WRITER

On Nov. 1, an apartment fire in 
the Caffrey building of Legacy Park 
Apartments caused both smoke and 
water damage.

Around 11 a.m., Kenneth Fountain, 
a resident of the apartment, called 
the Lafayette Fire Department due 
to a kitchen fire. After having made 
breakfast, Fountain prepared tea but 
started the wrong stove burner, which 
resulted in melting plastic and the 
ensuing fire.

Fountain said he tried to stop the 
inferno with a fire extinguisher, but 
was unsuccessful. At that point, he left 
the building and called for emergency 
responders. They responded quickly 
and contained the situation without 
incident.

According to Alton Trahan, public 
information officer of the Lafayette 
Fire Department, the apartment’s 
sprinkler system prevented the fire from 
spreading out of control.

“We were very lucky. Usually fires 
like this can get out of hand quickly, but 
the sprinkler system activated early and 
prevented further damage,” Trahan said.

That same sprinkler system, however, 
caused flooding to the apartment below. 
According to the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette Housing Department, it 
caused enough water damage in the 
downstairs apartments that the residents 
had to move to other available housing 
in Legacy Park Apartments.

Trahan explained that there is one 
simple way to effectively prevent fires in 
the kitchen and around the home.

“The most important thing to fire 
prevention is awareness. Being aware 

of your surroundings when you are 
dealing with something that’s potentially 
fire-causing can stop you from making 
careless mistakes. Fires can start in so 
many ways, it’s important for people to 
pay attention,” Trahan said.

Trahan said if a fire does start, don’t 
panic; identify the type of fire it is and 
respond the right way. Don’t pour 
water on an oil fire; suffocate it. Keep 
an extinguisher and fire blanket nearby 
when in the kitchen.

Beyond causing physical damage, the 
fire caused lasting damage to Fountain’s 
school life and psychological health. 
Following the incident, Fountain was 
required to not only move all of his 
belongings to a new apartment, but also 
had to replace items caught in the fire. 

According to Fountain, this put strain 
on his ability to attend classes and work 
on certain projects, so he reached out to 
his teachers. Although a majority of his 
teachers understood his situation and 
relieved him of burden, one made the 
situation more difficult.

“They didn’t communicate with me 
at all, and then didn’t take me seriously 
when they finally did. It really felt like a 
wrench was thrown right at me, and the 
rug was pulled from underneath. I really 
let life slip for a while after. Honestly I’m 
really waiting on the Thanksgiving break 
to really just refocus,” Fountain said.

Dawn Miller, director of Student 
Union and interim housing director, 
said the university extended its gratitude 
towards the emergency responders who 
provided support. 

“The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette would like to thank the 
Lafayette Fire Department and all first 
responders for their quick and effective 
response,” Miller said.

Legacy fire caused water 
and smoke damage

Photo by Malik Jones

Caffery building at Legacy Park Apartments. 

Photo by Malik Jones

Fire station located by Heritage Apartments.
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Cade Roland, Lena Foster
NEWS WRITER, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette is hosting a traveling Holocaust 
exhibit at the Edith Garland Dupré 
Library. The exhibit is titled “Americans 
and the Holocaust” and is sponsored by 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
and the American Library Association.

According to the UL Lafayette website, 
the traveling exhibit displays the impact 
the Holocaust had on the United States, 
and what shaped Americans’ response to 
Nazism and World War II.

The exhibit will be on display at 
the Dupré Library from Nov. 9 to 
Dec. 8. According to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
website, the exhibit will specifically 
address American responsibilities in 
the Holocaust, and how citizens and 
important figures sought to create 
change and combat antisemitism, despite 
rescue not being a priority for the U.S. 
government.

 Head of User Engagement and 
Instruction Librarian Tiffany Ellis 
described what events and material the 
exhibit covers.

“It talks about the Olympics and how 
that affected how Americans thought 
about the Holocaust and war, it talks 
about Pearl Harbor, looks at different 
newspaper articles and primary sources 
that show what Americans were being 
told by the media,” Ellis said.

Zack Stein, head of Special Collections 
at Dupré Library, also explained how the 
exhibit portrays contrasting perspectives 
from famous Americans on the 
Holocaust.

“It shows how certain celebrities react 
as well. There’s one panel that shows 
Charles Lindbergh who was famously 

antisemitic, but I believe in that same 
panel, they show Dr. Seuss drawings 
attacking Nazism. There’s even a panel 
that shows how Hollywood portrayed 
the events of World War II,” Stein said.

According to Ellis, along with the 
exhibit there will be several events, 
including a speech by a Holocaust 
survivor, a film screening of the three-
part documentary “The U.S. and the 
Holocaust,” a teacher workshop to 
encourage ideas for Holocaust education 
and a book discussion on people leaving 
America and returning to Europe in 
order to fight in the war.

Richard Frankel, a professor of history 
at UL Lafayette, will be giving a speech 
at the exhibit. Frankel teaches classes on 
modern Germany, the Holocaust and 
German history. He gave an explanation 
of how his speech specifically highlights 
acts of antisemitism in the United States.

“I thought I would look at examples 
of antisemitic violence in both Germany 
and the United States, but with a little 
more emphasis on the United States 
because that’s less well known… it’s lots 
of examples of individual outbreaks of 
violence and small groups attacking Jews 
at different times,” Frankel said.

Frankel also highlighted how the 
exhibit offers a great opportunity for the 
Lafayette community to stay aware of the 
Holocaust and acts of ethnic violence.

“It is a great opportunity and 
awareness of the Holocaust here is 
growing… awareness works towards 
realizing the importance of tolerance 
and moving away from racism and 
violence and so forth,” Frankel said.

For more information on the 
“Americans and the Holocaust” exhibit, 
visit UL Lafayette’s website, as well as 
the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum web page.

‘Americans and the Holocaust’ 
exhibit comes to UL Lafayette

Faith Scholl
NEWS WRITER

The College of Education recently 
announced its name change to the 
College of Education and Human 
Development at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. 

This college has been trying to approve 
the change of this name for two to three 
years, and it finally changed its name as 
of.

Nathan Roberts is a professor in 
Educational Leadership Foundations, and 
he was one of the colleagues that was a 
part of the name change.

Roberts explained the importance of 
human development within the new 
name of the college.

“The out-of-state people didn’t 
understand or recognize counselor 
education. They had to keep writing 
letters and explaining what the program 
was so that they could get certified in 
Louisiana,” Roberts said. 

Another reason for the change was 
because the original name did not 
include kinesiology majors, and some 
people had difficulty finding their major.

Roberts also added that the new name 
better fits what the majors in the college 
do.

“It makes more sense to call it the 
College of Education and Human 
Development, because that’s what 
everybody does. The counseling 
people are bettering the mental health 
of most folks, and kinesiology is the 
physical health, which is all about 
human development, human growth,” 
Roberts said. “So that was a change that 
we wanted to go, that makes it more 
inclusive so that everybody feels like I’m 
a part of that college.”

After they realized what they wanted 
the name of their department to be, they 
went through the process of getting the 
name approved.

“The university here was fine with that 
change then we had to go through the 
process with the state,” Roberts said.

Roberts continued, saying, “We had to 
go through the Board of Supervisors and 
the Board of Regents to get approval for 
the name change which we didn’t have 
any issues with and they didn’t either.”

Although there weren't any issues 
within the process of approval, the 
waiting period was why it took awhile for 
the name to officially change.

“Internally, that took another six 
months because when we changed the 
name, it impacted everything in the 
catalog,” Roberts said.

Roberts continued by explaining how 
the change of their name would affect 
students who would be graduating within 
the department.

“Everything online, and all of our 
degrees suddenly changed. You’re no 
longer getting a degree in the College 
of Education. You're getting a degree in 
the College of Education and Human 
Development,” Roberts said. “So all the 
codes and all the stuff behind the scenes 
had to be changed. And that took awhile 
for the system to be able to make all those 
adjustments.”

Roberts reassured that students who 
have been a part of this department 

before the name change would still 
be aligned with their courses for their 
degree.

“It doesn't impact anything. The only 
catalog changes is names, and that was 
an internal thing that the university 
had to do in the computer system, but 
the requirements in kinesiology didn't 
change, the requirements in counseling 
didn't change, unless it was a regular 
adjustment in the programming, but 
changing the name didn't do anything for 
that,” Roberts said.

College of Education changes their 
name and adds Human Development

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones

Isabella Chapman looking at Holocaust exhibit. 

Photo by Malik Jones

Students studying in teacher's study room.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns women’s 
basketball season is officially underway 
starting with last week, first on Monday, 
Nov. 7 in the Cajundome against the 
Houston Cougars, followed by a trip to 
the Moody Center in Austin to face the 
Texas Longhorns on Friday, Nov. 11. 

Both teams had decent-to-great recent 
track records; the Cougars had beaten 
the Cajuns last December 63–51, and 
the Longhorns ended last season with 
an appearance in the Final Four of the 
NCAA Women’s Tournament.

The first game could not have opened 
better for the Cajuns. The first five 
minutes featured an 8–0 run, and the 
first quarter closed 16–10. The Cajuns 
maintained a stifling defensive presence, 
forcing the Cougars into seven turnovers 
in that first five minutes. 

Both teams made scoring off of their 
defense a priority; the Cajuns banked 19 
points off turnovers, 18 on fast breaks, 
off 22 Cougars turnovers. The Cougars 
managed 12 points off 19 Cajuns 
turnovers, and 14 off fastbreaks.

For scoring, Cajuns forward Tamera 
Johnson led all players with 15 points 
on 5–12 from the field. Sherry Porter 
and Destiny Rice also cracked double 
digits with 57% and 87% true shooting 
respectively. The Cajuns were again not 
outscored in a quarter until a late run in 
the fourth. 

After the Cougars’ rally to tie the game 
10–10 with two minutes into the first 
quarter, the Cajuns' lead was never lost, 
with the final score coming in 55–48. 
A big part of this outcome was the 
Cougars’ lack of efficiency; they totaled 
14–60 from the field for 23.3% shooting, 
whereas the Cajuns made the best of 

17–48 for a 35.4% rate. The end of the 
game was a grind to watch: the fourth 
quarter would see both teams combine 
for 20 free throws.

In rebounding, the Cougars held the 
slight advantage over the Cajuns 43–37 
and saved a whopping 22 offensive 
rebounds to the Cougars’ 13. Johnson 
again led the way for all players with 
12 rebounds. Caira Wren pulled in six 
boards to lead all guards in the contest. 

The Cajuns held a slight advantage in 
assists, making eight to the Cougars’ six. 
Rice and Wren also led the way in this 
stat.

For the game Friday, we saw the 
inverse of the first matchup. The first 
five minutes featured a 6–2 Longhorns 
run, and the first quarter closed 17–8. 
It was the Longhorns who maintained 
their lead by forcing the Cajuns into five 
turnovers in the first five minutes of the 
game. 

Again the turnovers proved essential 
to the outcome, but Texas did a much 
better job of hustling back to prevent 
fast break scores. The Cajuns scored 18 
points off turnovers and only five on 
fast breaks off 25 Longhorns turnovers. 
The Longhorns managed 26 points off 
28 Cajuns turnovers, and two off fast 
breaks.

For scoring, Johnson again led the 
Cajuns with 15 points on 4–7 from the 
field and 6–8 from the free throw line. 
Lanay Wheaton was the only other 
Cajuns player to make double digits 
with 13 coming off 6–18 shooting. The 
Longhorns never surrendered the lead, 
the Cajuns were outscored in every 
quarter and ended up with a loss, 45–68.

An ugly sign from this game was the 
Cajuns’ free throw misses. 19–30 for a 
63.3% rate for the Cajuns doesn’t look 
bad on paper, but it pales in comparison 

to the Longhorns’ 29–38 for 76.3%. 
Making all eight in the first quarter 
instead of four would have made the 
game seem much more manageable at 
12–17, but with 8–17 the Cajuns were 
basically out of the game from the start.

The Cajuns were straight-up out-
rebounded in this one 32–42, and were 
beaten on the offensive glass 12–14. 
Johnson and Wren again led the way for 
the Cajuns with seven and five rebounds 
respectively. Texas’ passing was also 
much more cohesive and led to more 
scores; they put up 13 assists to the 
Cajuns’ six.

On top of the free throw misses is the 
continued lack of distance shooting. 
The Cajuns went 3–12 and 2–11 from 
three in this game for a combined 
21.7% rate. The volume of attempts is 
understandable, as much of the offense 
so far has predicated on attempts either 
off drives, fast breaks, or iso scoring. 

Setting up looks from deep could be 
more of a focus going forward. Next up 
for the team will be a trip to Lubbock, 
Texas for the Preseason Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament against 
the Colorado Buffaloes and the Jackson 
State Tigers starting Tuesday, Nov. 15.

Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

In a clash under the lights, the Georgia 
Southern Eagles traveled to Lafayette to 
take on the Louisiana Ragin' Cajuns in 
a nationally-televised game. Both teams 
were coming off of close losses, with 
the Eagles losing to the South Alabama 
Jaguars 38–31 and the Cajuns collapsing 
against the Troy Trojans 23–17. This 
game would be vital to both teams, 
as Clay Helton’s Eagles were one win 
away from bowl eligibility, while the 
Cajuns needed to win to keep their bowl 
chances alive. 

The lights shone brightly on the turf 
as Thomas Leo kicked off to start the 
game. Sixth-year senior Kyle Vantrease 
couldn’t produce much of anything on 

the first drive, showing why ESPN had 
the Cajuns as 4-point favorites. 

The Cajuns then drove down the field 
with up-tempo offense, which caused the 
Eagles to jump offsides on one play, and 
quarterback Ben Wooldridge capitalized 
two plays later with a beautiful throw to 
senior wideout John Stephens, Jr. The 
Eagles couldn’t respond on their next 
possession, punting it right back to the 
Cajuns.

 Louisiana drove down the field 
in response and promptly threw an 
interception to Eagles’ defensive back 
Derrick Canteen. With this newfound 
momentum, Vantrease would lead 
a drive to open the second quarter, 
which concluded with running back OJ 
Arnold’s pass to Derwin Burgess, Jr. for a 
touchdown.

The Cajuns promptly flipped the field 
on a big run by Dre’lyn Washington 
on the first play of their third drive, 
capping it off with a diving catch by 
redshirt sophomore Jacob Bernard 
for a touchdown. Naturally, the Eagles 
responded by sputtering inside their 
own half of the field. 

A nice punt return by Dontae Fleming 
gave Wooldridge good starting field 
position inside Georgia Southern’s 
30-yard line. The next play, Wooldridge 
found wideout Michael Jefferson for 
Wooldridge’s third passing touchdown 
of the half. 

On the next possession, the Eagles 
stalled out and would be forced to punt. 
The Cajuns went on a long drive to 
capitalize, ending it with a field goal by 
Kenneth Almendares. In this back-and-

forth between the Cajuns high-flying 
offense and grinding Georgia Southern 
style, the Eagles found a bit of life before 
the half until the Cajuns forced a strip 
sack recovered by defensive lineman 
Mason Narcisse. The half ended on a 
Kenneth Almendares field goal to make 
the halftime score 27–7. 

During the halftime break, I went 
down onto the field to pet a bird that 
a Georgia Southern handler had in a 
cage. It did more offensively while it 
was blinded by a hood than the Georgia 
Southern Eagles did with their eyes 
open.

Coming out of the half, the Cajuns’ 
third quarter began with a field goal to 
make it 30–7. Vantrease looked sloppy, 
and the game quickly turned into a 
war of attrition until Vantrease found 
Marcus Sanders, Jr. to bring it within a 
two-score game. The third quarter ended 
with the Cajuns on top, 30–14.

 The Cajuns drove down the field to 
begin the fourth quarter, responding 
with a field goal attempt that was right 
down Broadway, but the Eagles wouldn’t 
go down without a fight, driving before 
stalling and settling for a field goal 
attempt that brought the score to 33–17. 

Louisiana went straight for the kill, 
driving down the field quickly and 
burning little time. Almendares kicked 
another field goal to increase the lead to 
19 for the vermilion and white. 

But pesky Georgia Southern hung 
around, completing a string of passes 
and making steady progress towards the 
end zone. It was at this point that I left 
the stadium, watching the last bit of the 
game on my phone. The Cajuns would 
wind up victorious by a score of 36–17.

This was a very important game for 
the Cajuns to win. This showed what 
a complete Cajuns team could look 
like. Even though the offense wasn’t 
at its best, Kenneth Almendares made 
five field goals to keep the Eagles from 
threatening in a major way at any point 
during the game. The defense bent, but 
they didn’t break. 

I can only hope that the same occurs 
against Texas State, because in my mind, 
I'm already writing off our game against 
Florida State as a blowout loss. For those 
who want to watch this Saturday, it will 
be on ESPN+ or the ACC Network at 11 
a.m. CST. 

Womens basketball's opening week 
games against Cougars and Longhorns

Photo by Malik Jones

Sherry Porter (#21) takes a three-point shot against Houston in the Cajundome, Nov 7.

Photo by Malik Jones

Ragin’ Cajuns linebacker Jake St. Andre (#44) wraps up Eagles tailback OJ Arnold (#22).

Cajuns hold on against Eagles 
in critical late-season victory
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Isaac Henry, Caelan Broussard
SPORTS EDITOR, SPORTS WRITER

In the 2004-05 NBA regular season, 
the New Orleans Hornets floundered, 
recording a 18–64 record. They would go 
on to snag the fourth overall pick in the 
lottery, and with that pick they drafted 
point guard Chris Paul out of Wake 
Forest. Out of an otherwise middling 
draft class, Paul would go on to be the 
marquis player of the bunch, posting 
over 200 win shares, which is ninth all-
time and 122 more than anyone else in 
his class.

His incredible passing talent and court 
vision would help him lead the league 
in both assists and steals in his third and 
fourth seasons. His high level of play was 
exactly what the Hornets had needed, 
and as they began to tailor the roster 
to Paul’s skillset, their regular season 
win totals quickly skyrocketed. In 2008, 
Paul and company lifted their team to a 
56–26 record, which still stands as the 
best regular season in the franchise’s 20-
year history.

A pair of early postseason exits in 

2008 and 2009 at the hands of the Spurs 
and Mavericks and a stretch of terrible 
team play to start the 2009-10 season 
led to the firing of head coach Byron 
Scott, who had tenured for all five years 
of Paul’s career. To start the next season, 
the Hornets hired Portland Trail Blazers 
assistant coach Monty Williams to take 
the job.

Again, the Hornets made the 
postseason, and again, the team 
underperformed, losing in six games 
to the Lakers. As soon as the offseason 
started in July of 2010, Paul requested 
a trade. Judging by the list of teams he 
preferred as destinations, he wanted to 
go to a big market that already possessed 
or could attract a better supporting cast.

 Then, in December, Hornets’ owner 
George Shinn gave up control of the 
franchise and sold it to the NBA, as the 
challenge of marketing a professional 
basketball team in Louisiana had grown 
untenable.

The league’s commissioner, David 
Stern, then, would have the final say 
on Paul’s situation. A three-team trade 
that would have sent Paul to the Lakers 

was accepted by all sides but Stern, who 
vetoed the deal. In the end, it would take 
a full year of sitting out games for Paul 
to get himself out of town: in December 
2011, he and two second-round picks 
were traded to the Los Angeles Clippers 
for Chris Kaman, Al-Farouq Aminu, 
Eric Gordon and the Minnesota 
Timberwolves’ 2012 first-round pick.

With their own record standing at 
a dismal 21–45, the Hornets had the 
fourth-best chance at 13% to win the 
first overall pick, and they did. With 
the pick the team selected Kentucky 
power forward Anthony Davis. A 
generational talent, Davis’ time in New 
Orleans mirrored Paul’s in many ways: a 
maximum contract, playoff appearances 
and, ultimately, a trade request involving 
the Lakers. 

This time, the trade went through, but 
the bounty for New Orleans this time 
was much more impactful than the 2011 
haul, because the 2019 haul included 
multiple first-round picks that would 
prove to be within the top 10 each of the 
last three years.

That Minnesota first-rounder would 

turn into the tenth overall pick, with 
which the Hornets selected Austin 
Rivers, who would ultimately be traded 
for Quincy Pondexter, who would then 
be traded for salary cap room. 

This is but a microcosm of how the 
Hornets would mismanage the picks 
and the players they received when Tom 
Benson purchased the team in 2012. 
Because he put all of his Saints’ staff in 
charge of the Hornets, and eventually 
the Pelicans, they were rarely successful 
in the NBA. They had no understanding 
of the NBA, and this all came to a head 
with Benson’s death in 2018. 

His wife, Gayle Benson, assumed 
control of both franchises and attempted 
to rectify the issue by hiring David 
Griffin in 2019. He had won with the 
Cavaliers, and is currently attempting to 
rebuild the Pelicans with the tools left at 
his disposal as a result of the Anthony 
Davis trade, a pyrrhic victory for the 
Lakers and a blessing in disguise for the 
Pelicans. 

Retrospective: how the 2011 Chris Paul 
trade continues to improve the Pelicans

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
kicked off their 52nd Division I men’s 
basketball season with victories on Nov. 
7 against the Centenary Gentlemen 
and on Nov. 11 against the Harvard 
Crimson.

In the team’s 13th season under 
head coach Bob Marlin, the Cajuns 
dominated the competition against 
outmatched teams, defeating Centenary 
106–55 and Harvard 75–61.

The Cajuns got off to a scorching 
start on both ends in their home win 
over Centenary. The team exploded for 
59 first-half points and held Centenary 
to just 21 points at halftime. Louisiana 
ended up shooting 54.8% from the 
field as a team opposed to Centenary 
shooting a lousy 28.8% as a team.

Junior forward Jordan Brown, who 
transferred over from the University 
of Arizona this past offseason, drained 
his first seven field goals of the game. 
It wasn’t until 16 minutes and 20 
seconds in the second half before 
Brown missed his first shot of the game. 
Brown finished with 26 points on 9–11 
shooting along with nine rebounds.

Brown wound up being the only 
forward to reach double-digit points 
as senior forward Terence Lewis II, 
a Jackson State University transfer, 
finished with nine points and 
sophomore forward Joe Charles finished 
with six.

Although Lewis and Charles didn’t 
greatly impact the score, the two 
forwards were busy on the boards. Lewis 
racked up six defensive rebounds and 
nine rebounds total while Charles was 
the only player to record double-digit 
rebounds, finishing with 10.

Redshirt sophomore guard Themus 
Fulks did a good job distributing the 
basketball for the Cajuns as he recorded 

seven assists on the evening, five coming 
in the second half. Fulks finished with 
10 points on 4–9 shooting from the 
field.

The Cajuns shot 44.4% from three-
point range as a team. Both freshman 
guard Chancellor White and senior San 
Jose State transfer guard Jalen Dalcourt 
paced the team shooting 3–5 on three 
pointers.

In Louisiana’s second matchup of the 
season on the road against Harvard, the 
tandem of Lewis and Brown shone early 
and often.

Lewis dominated first-half scoring 
for the Cajuns, recording 17 points in 
the first 20 minutes of play on 8–11 
shooting from the field. The 6-foot-7 
forward led the team with 20 points 
on 9–13 shooting and collected 11 
rebounds on the evening.

On the other side of the break, Brown 
dominated the second-half scoring for 
Louisiana, scoring 15 of his 19 points in 
the final 20 minutes of the game. Brown 
shot 64.3% from the field on 9–14 
shooting along with nine rebounds in 
the win.

Fulks was the only other player for the 
Cajuns to finish with over 10 points. The 
6-foot-1 guard shot 5–11 from the field 
totaling 12 points and recorded three 
assists, the most on the team.

Though the Cajuns allowed Harvard 
to shoot 46.9% as a team and gave up 
38 second-half points to the Crimson, 
Louisiana controlled much of the game. 
The Cajuns only trailed once in the 
contest and led by as much as 18 points 
early in the second half.

Two games into the season, Louisiana 
is averaging 90.5 points per game. Their 
ability to score has gotten the team 
off to a 2–0 start, matching four other 
teams for second place in the Sun Belt 
Conference.

Fans can expect much of the same 
from Brown and the Cajuns this season, 

as Louisiana was voted by coaches as the 
top team in the Sun Belt this preseason. 
Brown was selected for the preseason 
All-Sun Belt first team as well as named 
the preseason conference player of the 
year. Sophomore forward Kobe Julien 
was also named to the preseason All-
Sun Belt second team.

At the time this is published, 
Louisiana will have already played the 
East Tennessee State Buccaneers on Nov. 
13 on the road in Johnson City, Tenn. 
The Cajuns will be looking ahead to 
their next matchup at home on Nov. 17 
as they host the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs 
in the Cajundome.

Jordan Brown, Terence Lewis II lead 
Cajuns in scorching start to season

Photo by Malik Jones

Ragin’ Cajuns forward Jordan Brown (#21) drives for a layup against Centenary, Nov. 7.

Photo by Ross D. Franklin / AP Photo

Chris Paul (#3) stands with Hornets head coach Monty Williams during a game against the Phoenix Suns on March 25, 2011.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

As humans, it is impossible for us to 
live within small and confined spaces. If 
we were to ever be in a situation where 
we are in a room with walls closing in, 
the first thing we do is panic. We get 
anxious and immediately try to find 
a way out. The walls push us in closer 
and closer, and following that is when 
we accept our fate. Now, imagine that 
happening constantly.

Having both anxiety and depression 
feels like being overwhelmed and 
underwhelmed at the same time, and 
on the really bad days, it feels like walls 
crushing in on you. Sometimes, it 
happens out of nowhere and sometimes, 
there is a reason. Imagine you have a 
health bar above you, and it is a two 

versus one. The chances of winning seem 
slim to none, right?

As someone who is trying to cope with 
both opponents, I try my best to not let 
emotions I cannot control dictate my 
life. Some days I am successful, and I am 
able to gain the strength to push the walls 
away. On the other hand, some other 
days, it gets the better of me, and soon, 
the walls become a tower too treacherous 
to attempt to climb down.

Trying to be a damsel in distress as 
well as the knight in shining armor is no 
easy task. Slipping on rocks of irritability, 
lack of focus, change in attitude, getting 
nervous about being sad and other 
symptoms on the way down makes you 
feel like climbing back up and staying in 
the tower. However, the most courageous 
thing you can do is climb down anyway.

According to Healthline, “Depression 

and anxiety are medical conditions, not 
the result of failure or weakness, and 
they’re absolutely not your fault. Without 
a doubt, the unwanted emotions they 
cause can lead to plenty of distress. But 
knowing depression and anxiety result 
from underlying causes and triggers, 
not anything you did or didn’t do, can 
promote self-compassion instead of 
criticism or self-punishment.”

Take Rapunzel for example: she was 
kidnapped and locked in a tower for 18 
years, but even that could not tame her 
fierce courageous spirit as she dared to 
see the lanterns in person and become an 
even stronger person. 

She is one of my favorite Disney 
princesses because not only does she have 
a bubbly and creative personality, but she 
is able to maintain it even in the face of 
adversity. Even in “Rapunzel’s Tangled 

Adventure,” she is faced with more and 
more struggles that affect her mental 
health, but due to her unbreakable spirit 
and the people around her she inspired, 
she does not yield into defeat. 

So, if the walls seem like they will keep 
at it to crush you, just know that you are 
stronger than your emotions. We will 
have good days and we will have bad 
days, but the greatest strength is seeing 
the light in the midst of darkness. 

If your depression and/or anxiety tries 
to get the best of you, you can still win 
the two versus one. You are strong and 
courageous, and you will soon look at the 
walls and the tower from ground level.

Nyria Mustiful
ALLONS WRITER

“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” 
hit theaters on Nov. 11. This came 
after the tragic and sudden death of 
the film series’ frontrunner, Chadwick 
Boseman, who died of colon cancer in 
2020. 

There was quite some speculation 
of who would reprise the role of Black 
Panther after Boseman’s death. It was 
later decided that the role and title 
would pass down to T’Challa’s sister, 
Shuri, played by actress Letitia Wright. 

Across the board, many were ecstatic 
about this adjustment, considering 
that it’s highlighting feminine strength 
and heroism. However, though I am 
grateful for the particular win for my 
sex, I do not approve of the decision.

Black Panther was the first set of 
comics that I had ever read. One of 
my aunt’s ex-boyfriends brought them 
to my attention prior to the release of 
the first film. Upon reading them, I fell 
in love with not only Black Panther’s 
character, but his story as well. 

The first film was excellent 
cinematically and I wholeheartedly 
appreciate everything it did for my 
culture in America. However, since I 
was halfway through with the comics, 
it left something to be desired. I’m well 
aware that Marvel has never really been 
too keen on sticking to the comics, 
but I have a particular disdain for this 
series’ inaccuracy.

Firstly, I’d like to address Black 
Panther’s love interest in the film vs. 
the comics. In the film, T’Challa’s love 
interest is Nakia, a Wakandan native 

who engages in foreign espionage, 
particularly to fight for underprivileged 
women. It was made clear that T’Challa 
and Nakia had previously engaged in 
a relationship that didn’t work out, 
however, the two seem to still carry a 
torch for one another. 

However, in the comics, Nakia is 
not Black Panther’s love interest at all. 
She’s just a Wakandan Dora Milaje 
who becomes obsessed with King 
T’Challa, despite the fact that he didn’t 
reciprocate her feelings and also had a 
girlfriend named Monica Lynne. Nakia 
then becomes a villain known as Malice 
because she attempts to kill Monica and 
some of T’Challa’s other female friends, 
which he banishes her for and it led to 
her being corrupted by Killmonger.

Black Panther’s main love interests 
in the comics were Monica Lynne 
and Ororo Monroe, also known as 
Storm from X-Men. Monica Lynne 
was an American musician and their 
relationship was short-lived due to 
distance and time constraints. Storm 
and T’Challa go on to get married and 
have children, as well as divorce later in 
the comics. Storm and T’Challa are still 
regarded as one of the most regal and 
powerful couples in Marvel history.

Secondly, I’d like to address Black 
Panther’s recasting in more detail. As 
I stated previously, I’m grateful for 
the recognition that black women 
are receiving due to Shuri taking on 
the role, however its inaccuracy still 
ruffles my feathers. In the comics, this 
replacement happens only one time 
and it’s when T’Challa is in a coma 
for a short while after fighting Doctor 
Doom. In this case, since Chadwick 

Boseman obviously couldn’t take the 
role back, I’m sure this transition 
made sense to Marvel. Even so, it 
doesn’t provide room for proper comic 
storylines to be executed and for Black 
Panther’s entire character development 
to unfold.

I have no current intention on 
watching the second film in the 
franchise. I love and appreciate 

everything that the film franchise 
does and accomplishes for my 
people, however, I believe that what it 
inaccurately portrays just hits a little 
too close to home for me. 

Yet and still, I do encourage others 
to partake in the film and form their 
own opinions of it. Rest in peace to 
Chadwick Boseman and as they say in 
the film, “Wakanda Forever!”

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Why I won’t be watching 
Marvel’s ‘Wakanda Forever’

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

The walls of anxiety and depression

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson
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Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

It is no secret that college requires 
dedication no matter what age that 
you decide to begin. That is why it is 
so important to know what you want 
to study before you begin college. 
However, it is hard for high school 
graduates to know exactly what 
you want to do when you have just 
graduated high school. This is why high 
school students should take a gap year.

Most people are against taking a 
gap year because they feel that not 
going right after high school will push 
them back. I was one of those people. 
However, if you are not set on what you 
want to do, going to college early will in 
fact push you further back. 

Now I am not saying that you will not 
be successful or you will not graduate 
on time without taking a gap year. 
However, most college students end 
up changing their major down the line 
or they have taken so many courses 
for their major that they feel stuck in a 
field that they do not see themselves in 
anymore. 

In my opinion, a gap year should be 
about growth. High school graduates 
should use this time to travel, try 
different jobs and even volunteer. 

Allow yourself this time to figure out 
how you want to show up in the world. 
I believe that these kinds of experiences 
open up our eyes to see the world at a 
larger level. A gap year does not just give 
a deeper sense of personal awareness 
but also professional and practical.

It is no secret that college is expensive. 
Many college students have more loans 
to their name than work experience. 
Constantly changing your major and 
trying to find yourself only deepens 
this problem. The feeling of being lost 
and stuck in a major that no longer 
resonates with you will only smother the 
motivation that you once had to finish 
your degree.

Although taking a gap year is a good 
idea for a lot of high school graduates, 
we can not discuss this without 
mentioning the cost. The idea of taking 
a gap year was not very appealing to 
families who were not bringing home a 
high income. 

According to the U.S. News & 
World Report “Verto Education has 
emphasized making gap years more 

accessible to students across all income 
levels, which means offering a single 
semester experience for as low as $5,000 
through an “opportunity grant” for 
families making less than $100,000 
annually or those affected financially by 
the coronavirus.”

If I could go back and take a gap year, 
I definitely would. I have completed 
so many majors that I do not have the 
gull to change it or the motivation. I 

can only trust that the girl who I was 
when I graduated from high school 
made the right decision. There is always 
that thought in the back of my mind 
that questions if this is the path I was 
supposed to take.

This is why I think high schools and 
colleges should promote gap years. I’m 
sure many colleges would be afraid 
they would lose money or have low 
admissions if they did, but think about 

how many dedicated students that you 
would earn. They should consider how 
much higher the grades and graduation 
rates would increase because now 
you have students who are not only 
dedicated but motivated to finish. 

For these reasons alone, I am 
convinced that maybe gap years should 
not be a requirement, but they should 
be highly recommended to incoming 
freshmen.

Why high school graduates should 
take a gap year before university

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

Who doesn’t love going to the movies? 
The smell of popcorn, the big cherry 
Coke Icee that gives you a brain freeze at 
first sip. Finding your seat and patiently 
waiting through the commercials and 
previews. Until finally, the lights dim, and 
the first glimpse of the film flickers onto 
the screen.

As you can tell by that very descriptive 
opening paragraph, I enjoy going to the 
movie theater very much. Some of my 
first memories are of my father taking me 
to The Grand right here in Lafayette to 
see whatever Disney or Pixar film was out 
at the time. 

I can even tell you that the very first 
movie I ever saw in the theaters was 
“Curious George” in 2006. I was maybe 
about 3, pushing 4 years old. 

The preparation to go to the theater 
is just as exciting as the movie itself. 
Looking up film times, then buying the 
tickets, walking through the theater 
doors to the bright lights of the lobby and 
getting distracted by the array of coming 
soon posters that align the wall. Every 
part should be savored. 

I can still hear the roar of the audience 
when the Millennium Falcon first 
appeared on the screen in “Star Wars: 

The Force Awakens” (2015). When Black 
Panther appeared in the final battle in 
“Avengers: Endgame” (2019), everyone 
cheered and clapped once the credits 
rolled. You don’t get these types of shared 
experiences watching a film in your 
house.

And yes, I like watching movies in 
the comfort of my own home too. But 
nothing can beat going to the theater.

It is fun to sit back for an hour or two 
and get transported to a world full of 
fantasy, romance and science fiction. A 
world full of heroes and villains. 

Growing up, I would always go to 
the movies with my dad on Saturday 
afternoons. We would get lunch after and 
recount what our favorite parts were and 
what previews piqued our interest. 

As I got older and still none the wiser, 
the afternoon viewings turned into seeing 
a movie opening night. Was I extremely 
tired the next day? Most of the time, 
yes. But was it worth it? Yes, it was. It is 
extremely fun seeing a movie opening 
night. Hearing the people next to you 
theories on what they are about to watch. 

I never saw the big hype around 
3-D. Maybe it was because I watched 
the Disney version of “A Christmas 
Carol” (2009) at 7 years old and the 
3-D elements did scare young me. The 
gimmick of a 3-D movie never got my 
attention. But the glasses did make a 
great dress-up accessory for the fake 
runway shows I used to put on as a child.

The movie theater will always be a 
staple of my childhood and my now 
young adulthood. So next time you go to 
the movies, silence your cell phone and 
enjoy the show.

The magic of the movie theater

Graphic by Meg Norwood Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
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Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER

I first encountered Audre Lorde’s 
poetry on a subway in New York City. 
It was an image of her on a multi-
colored poster that read, “Rushing 
headlong into new silence your face 
dips on my horizon…." I remember its 
stark imagery and distinct voice stood 
out to me, so I typed her name in my 
phone. I never looked back at my notes 
app to find her and her name would 
stay there for another year before I ran 
into her again.

I encountered her again in a Black 
history class I took in the spring. We 
had to write an essay, and her name 
was in the list of potential readings to 
choose from. I recognized her, and I 
realized then why her voice had been 
so distinct, yet familiar. 

The voice in her work spoke to 

marginalized people, but more 
specifically Black femininity in general. 
She defines herself as “black, lesbian, 
warrior, poet.” Further, she deeply 
analyzes each of these categories and 
assigns each of them an inherent 
beauty and complexity. It was after 
reading her takes on Black women’s 
encounters with misogyny in her work, 
“Feminism and Black Liberation," that 
her work sparked an interest in me. 

I grabbed a book of her collected 
works and read it through the summer. 
This collection included some of her 
most famous works including both 
essays and poems. The works selected 
in this book gave me a more well 
rounded view of Lorde as not just an 
artist, but a Black, queer woman. This 
outlook, while unique and often left 
unexplored, is also one of comfort for 
many who usually feel out of place.

One of the main reasons for Lorde’s 

significance as a writer is how she 
tackles intersectionality as a tool of 
relating to all. As she grapples with 
race, gender, sexuality and family, she 
always seems to find a common thread 
of relatability that runs through anyone 
who is willing to receive her art. Her 
work is primarily based on the art of 
inclusion. 

“The Black Unicorn," one of 
Lorde’s most popular collections of 
poetry, is a prime example of this. 
According to The California Journal of 
Women Writers, it is described as an 
exploration into Lorde’s “relationship 
with womanhood as she provides 
insight on the interwoven nature of 
oppression, sexism, African culture… 
and race, affirming that feminism 
necessitates focus on each element.”

Throughout her poems, Lorde 
utilizes lyrical language and vibrant 
imagery to capture her audience in a 

unique way. Kaisa Illmonen, expert in 
minority and feminist literature, notes 
Lorde’s use of “polemical language” that 
dismisses “the demands of objectivity." 

This is significant because Lorde 
manages to use divisive language in 
her poetry, while centering inclusivity. 
Illmonen also highlights Lorde’s 
mixing of genres and writing styles in 
her poetry that allows her writing to 
remain dynamic as time goes on. 

Audre Lorde and her art leaves a 
lasting impact on those that encounter 
her. Her art necessitates it. The 
dynamic and intersectional nature 
of her art lends itself an inherent 
significance based on its uniqueness 
alone. 

By going into such uncharted 
territory for her time and creating a 
distinctive voice in the literary world, 
Lorde creates art that outlives her and 
greatly impacts those that encounter it.

How Audre Lorde’s poetry and 
writing has impacted the world

Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

Netflix has recently come out with an 
ad-supported plan for $6.99 a month. 
In this plan, you can only view on one 
screen at a time; you cannot download 
shows and movies and the video quality 
will be 790p resolution. 

 This comes after many years of 
Netflix saying they were not interested 
in supporting ads. After back-to-back 
quarters of losing subscribers, Netflix 
is trying a new approach to gain back 
subscribers.

Deemed unofficially the “grandfather 

of streaming,” Netflix has been declining 
in popularity. Netflix has been streaming 
online since 2007, and remained the most 
liked streaming company for quite some 
time. 

Newer streaming services like Hulu, 
Disney+ and HBO Max, have been taking 
Netflix’s spot for most liked streaming 
service. All these streaming services 
have ad-supported plans with similar 
amenities. 

The issue I have is not the ad-
supported plan, but is with how adamant 
Netflix is. What Netflix lacks is the ability 
to listen to their subscribers. Several well 
liked shows have been canceled to make 

room for Netflix original shows and 
movies. 

 In recent years, Netflix has been 
canceling fan favorite shows like “Grand 
Army,” “Chilling Adventures of Sabrina” 
and “Fate: The Winx Saga.” These poor 
decisions have received a lot of fan 
backlash. 

Every time Netflix cancels a show you 
can always count on seeing their social 
media comments flooded with angry 
subscribers. And rightfully so, because 
subscribers pay money every month to 
see the shows that they like. 

Netflix has said it is introducing the 
lower price plan to appeal to subscribers 

who want to lower their streaming costs. 
With many streaming platforms out, 
consumers are having a hard time paying 
at least $14 per service. 

This low cost, ad-supported plan 
has helped Netflix regain some of its 
followers but not all. Netflix could have 
continued to charge their original prices, 
if they were not money hungry about 
their shows. 

By this, I mean that Netflix invests 
money into shows expecting them to win 
awards and continue to accumulate a fan 
base. This fanbase would then continue 
to pay for Netflix every month and 
eventually see other Netflix shows. 

But that is not the case, because usually 
by the third season of a show, the fanbase 
has reached its peak. And for Netflix 
to keep investing in production and 
actors salaries, it is just not viable from a 
business standpoint. 

So, because of this loss of money, 
Netflix cancels the show and moves onto 
the next. Eventually fans of these shows 
get heart broken and feel cheated out of 
their favorite shows. This is how Netflix 
started their descent into broke-hood. 

After years of dismissing subscribers’ 
voices and concerns, Netflix lost about 
200,000 subscribers. This put a huge cone 
of shame on Netflix, because it was no 
one’s fault but their own. 

The smart business move would be 
to listen to subscribers when they want 
their favorite show to continue. Instead 
of looking for the next “Stranger Things," 
they should be focused on the shows they 
have in their catalog right now. 

Forcing rom-coms with the same 
overused attractive actors will not bring 
back their subscribers. And canceling 
shows with massive viewership simply 
because they did not win an Emmy award 
will continue to infuriate fans. I do not 
see Netflix regaining their former glory 
anytime soon.

Why is Netflix enticing subscribers 
to return back with lower plan?

Graphic by Lillian Babineaux

Graphic by Sarah Guidry

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Ann Soileau
ALLONS WRITER

“Bee and Puppycat” has been a 
comfort show of mine for many years. I 
adored the style, comedy and storyline 
of the original series. So, when I found 
out that Netflix was picking it up for a 
revamp, I was both excited and terrified. 

The animated series follows 22-year-
old, unemployed Bee as she and her 
new friend Puppycat travel through 
space completing temp jobs.

Although the revamped series 
remains roughly the same as the 
original, there are some things that I 
noticed where changed. 

Right off the bat, the character design 
is clearly different. This isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing, as it seems more cohesive 
than the original. The main problem I 
have with it is how they changed Bee 
and honestly, out of all the decisions 
made for the revamp, it is this change 
that frustrates me the most. 

In the original series, Bee had a 
midsized body type. It was clear that 
she was not skinny and did not fit into 

any skinny archetype normally found in 
main feminine characters. 

Personally, I think that the original 
design fit Bee and her personality very 
well. Not to mention, it gave other 
midsized girls representation hardly 
seen in most media. 

In the revamped series, Bee has a 
flatter stomach and has a body type 
closer to what is usually seen in media 
when it comes to women. There are 
still characters that are skinnier than 
her, but in comparison to the original 
series, it is clear that Bee was made to 
be smaller. 

As someone who is midsized, Bee was 
a character that I could relate to in that 
way.

Usually, bigger girls in media are the 
butt of every joke, they can’t seem to get 
into a relationship, and everything they 
do are things that the skinny characters 
would never do. 

Bee is the main character of the series, 
and to have midsize representation with 
a character who’s entire personality is 
not their weight is rare and something I 
really admired about the show. 

So, for the new series to take a turn 
and make her less of a midsized person? 
That hurt.

It is so disheartening and completely 
upsetting to have this small bit of good 
representation stripped away, whether 
or not it was intentional.

Besides this change in design, I was 
also disappointed by the decision to cut 
out a lot of the details from the original 
series.

The new, revamped series takes on 
a more serious tone compared to the 
humorous original. 

There were a number of moments 
from the original that I was excited 
to see, but just were not there. For 
example, in the “Beach Cats” episode of 
the original, there was a crab that was 
obsessed with cleavage. It was a small 
moment throughout the episode, and I 
can understand why they would want to 
remove it, but it was also just something 
small and dumb that made you enjoy 
the show all that much more. 

Also, this episode was where we learn 
that Bee has an intense fear of water, 
which makes sense as you progress 

through the show and learn why. I’m 
not sure why they chose not to carry 
over this super important detail. 

Lastly, the romance between Bee 
and her neighbor Dekard was also not 
carried over. It’s instead replaced by the 
idea that Bee is somehow super old and 
young at the same time. Therefore, they 
have no romantic tension and are just 
friends.

And yet, Dekard’s brother gets this 
odd pregnancy arc with their sister’s 
wrestling rival?

The romance between Bee and 
Dekard was sweet, and I’m saddened 
that they did not really carry it over 
when it really could have been a great 
addition to the show.

Overall, I’m sorry to say that I 
was disappointed by the revamped 
series. On its own, it’s great. The art is 
beautiful, the storyline is great, but if 
you’ve seen the original, you know it’s 
hard to watch without wondering where 
all your favorite moments are. 

I will, of course, continue supporting 
the show. But truly, RIP OG “Bee and 
Puppycat.”

'Bee and Puppycat': revamped

Graphic by Sarah Guidry
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“Since Thanksgiving 
is coming up, what is 
something you’re grateful 
for?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Aidan Milford and Malik Jones.

Avery Griggs
BIOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“I’m grateful to my 
family  for giving me 
the opportunity to be 
here.”

Andrew Powell
EARTH AND ENERGY SCIENCE          
GRADUATE STUDENT

“Thankful for good 
health, good friends, 
good weather, 
family, thankful for 
Thanksgiving and a 
break!”

Kemalice Anderson
BUSINESS  FRESHMAN

“I’m just grateful to 
be alive. I’m grateful 
every day to the food 
I’m eating and I’ve got 
caring parents and for 
my whole life.”

Jameson Brooks
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“I’m grateful for my 
friends.”

Brett Guidry
TRADITIONAL MUSIC  SOPHOMORE

“I’m grateful for my life. 
My life wasn’t gonna 
be like this till God 
showed up.”

COMIC

Build a monster 

Comic by Lauren Gerald

Drake Bourgeois
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“I’m grateful for my 
mother. She came out 
of her way to take 
pictures of me in the 
cold.”
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