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UL Lafayette students push for mental 
health day for all students and faculty
Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette are working towards getting 
a mental health day implemented on 
campus for students and faculty. 

From working with local resources 
and support to taking it to national 
levels, students on campus are finding 
various ways of pushing the conversation 
regarding student and faculty mental 
health along with how to see about 
getting designated days established for 
mental health breaks and education.

Caemon Scott, a sophomore studying 

public relations, created a five-question 
survey to see what students think about 
bringing a mental health day to UL 
Lafayette. Scott wants the university to 
have a day in both the fall and spring 
semesters for students and faculty to 
take a day off from classes and relax 
and recharge as well as learn about the 
mental health resources offered at the 
university. 

“It’s about the regular student who 
goes through everyday life struggles, has 
a job, who’s stressed out in school, and 
maybe one day needs a day off to like 
refocus, take a break, and reset,” Scott 
said. 

Scott first came up with the idea 
after talking to a friend from another 
university who mentioned how their 
college was having a mental health 
day. Although at first disapproving of 
the idea, after feeling mentally drained 
coming back from Thanksgiving Break 
last semester and still having to prepare 
for final exams, Scott knew that others 
had to be feeling what he was feeling. 

Around December of last year, Scott 
brought the idea to UL Lafayette’s 
University Program Center (UPC) to 
start getting feedback and support. 
From there, Scott went into the Spring 
2023 semester with a plan to establish 
his proposal, gather student input 
and reach out to the departments and 
organizations he needed to get help. 

Scott used his lessons from his public 
relations classes and advice from his 
professor to come up with the idea of 
the survey to gather accurate data for his 
proposal to the administration. 

“It brings statistics, and numbers don’t 
lie,” Scott said. 

With support from the UL Lafayette 
Police Department, Student Government 
Association (SGA), UPC, the UL 
Lafayette Chapter of NAACP, Office of 
Student Engagement and Leadership, 
Student Health Services and some 
sororities and fraternities, Scott plans to 
take the research he’s done about other 
universities’, like the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and Eastern 
Illinois University, wellness days and 
the student feedback from the survey to 
administration in March. 

Two days after the survey was released, 
more than 450 students completed it. 
The survey currently has more than 700 
student replies. 

Other students like SGA President 
Destiny Broussard took the desire for 
a mental health day to Washington 
D.C. Broussard and SGA presidents 
from other Louisiana universities got 
the opportunity to meet with the State 
Higher Education Executive Officers, the 
federal association involved with TOPS, 
FAFSA and mental health for those 
pursuing higher education. 

Although Broussard and the other 

presidents spent little time in-person 
with the association, she wrote an email 
to them explaining why UL Lafayette is 
in need of a mental health fair. 

According to Broussard, she wants 
the university to set aside a day during 
the semester to give students and faculty 
an opportunity to learn about mental 
health-related situations and aids. Class 
would still continue, however, students 
would not be required to go to class. 

“Let’s teach teachers this every 
semester. Let’s teach students this every 
semester by giving that mental health 
fair,” Broussard said. “So teachers can 
still have classes, but they have to excuse 
students. And they can’t have any tests 
or quizzes that would basically interfere 
with that student.”

Broussard started this pursuit in the 
Fall 2022 semester and approached the 
university administration first, but with 
some administration opposing the idea 
and scheduling difficulties because of 
hurricanes, according to Broussard, she 
decided to revamp her idea to have just 
a mental health fair and take it to the 
federal level.  

According to Broussard, the most they 
heard from the State Higher Education 
Executive Officers was that they plan 
on bringing more training for faculty 
on how to help students cope with their 
mental health, but Broussard was not 
satisfied with that response. 

“Universities have mental health 
training devoted to teachers devoted to 
students, and obviously, it’s not enough. 
It’s still a problem. So it’s obviously not 
enough,” Broussard said. 

Broussard intends to reach out to 
President Joe Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris as well as senators, some 
congressmen and congresswomen 
and representatives to get this day 
implemented into UL Lafayette. 

“We observe a National Mental Health 
Day, so don’t you think we should 
observe it at the university? I found that 
universities around the country do this 
as well, so it’s not like it’s not possible 
at all,” Broussard said. “Seeing that just 
gave me hope that there is a chance, you 
just have to keep pushing.”

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

On Feb. 1, photographer and 
Guggenheim fellow Pradip Malde visited 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
to give a talk about his book “From 
Where Loss Comes,” about the practice 
of female genital mutilation/cutting 
(FGM/C), specifically in his birth 
country of Tanzania.

Malde’s presentation featured 
photographs from the book, which 
included images of the tools used in 
FGM/C, performed re-enactments of the 
cutting and other, more symbolic images 
meant to represent various aspects of the 
practice and its harmful effects on the 
bodies and psyches of its victims.

Malde’s work is also meant to point 
more broadly at gender-based violence 
and discrimination throughout the 
world.

“FGM/C does not happen out there, 
somewhere in sub-Saharan Africa. It 
is in each of us, we have to look closely 
to find it. And that is when it becomes 
complex and complicated. The more 
closely one looks, the less clearly defined 
the issue becomes,” Malde said.

Malde shared that at the core of 
the issue is the systemic problem of 
gender inequality and patriarchy, and 
that reckoning with that will be key to 
moving forward and forging change.

“It’s a pollutant almost from our past. 

We don’t need it. So how do we move 
forward from that? I really think it’s 
going to take a lot of care for identifying 
our patterns of behavior, and then trying 
to break those patterns,” Malde said.

Malde continued by saying that we 
will need to rethink major current and 
pressing issues in our society in order to 
have real and lasting change.

“This is ultimately a political question 
as well. That if we’re to break these 
cycles, we have to rethink what we 
believe about welfare and social care, 
taxation, all of them. It’s about all of 
them, not one of those things is actually 
going to work on its own,” Malde said.

The talk was arranged by associate 
professor Stephanie Paine who had 
met Malde at a panel discussion in 
Manhattan. Paine was drawn to his work 
by the way he handles a difficult subject 
and uses his art to draw attention to it.

“He’s taking a very serious and 
traumatic subject and he’s bringing 
awareness to it by producing these 
beautiful prints, beautiful images. And 
images of people that are intimate 
portrayals,” Paine said, “And so to 
me that was the most compelling 
part: the contrast between how he’s 
photographing and what he’s talking 
about.”

Paine’s biggest takeaway from the talk 
was how artists can talk about important 
issues without being explicit in their 
depiction of it, again touching on the 

relationship between art and its message.
“What he’s photographing and how 

he’s photographing it, in contrast to 
these very important topics, there’s that 
tension there between the two,” Paine 
said. “How do you depict something? 
How do you talk about these things? 
How do you invite your audience into 
studying an image, but also raising 
awareness?”

Luna Smith and Hollis Russel, both 
seniors majoring in animation, shared 
how Malde’s work effectively brought 
light to an important issue.

“Seeing this was really sobering and 

it really drew me in because I think it’s 
important to show the reality of those 
sorts of things sometimes. But overall 
very interesting talk,” Smith said.

“It was really enlightening to bring 
the beauty of the images to this issue 
and this kind of really dangerous and 
horrible thing that we don’t want to 
otherwise look at,” Russell said. “And 
hearing him talk about his process of 
bringing attention by making something 
beautiful, making something into art 
so that it is tangible and we can take a 
hold of that fear. It gave me a lot to think 
about.”

Pradip Malde speaks on gender-
based violence and inequality

Graphic provided by Caemon Scott

Mental health day survey created by Caemon Scott.

Photo by Adhamm Safford

Pradip Malde speaks about his book “From Where Loss Comes” on Feb. 1.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Feb. 5
• At 2:07 a.m., an individual came into the UL Lafayette Police Department 
in reference to a possible stolen black Jordan brand backpack.

Feb. 4
• At 1:15 a.m., officers were dispatched to Agnes Edwards Hall in reference 
to a student being uncooperative with the security guard.

• At 2:45 p.m., an officer spoke with a student in Huger Hall who advised 
that approximately 15 pink, gray and white towels had been stolen from 
the laundry.

• At 7:31 p.m., officers investigated a crash involving a white 2019 Toyota 
Tacoma and a white 2017 Nissan Altima in the parking lot of Cajun Field. 
No injuries were reported.

• At 9:32 p.m., a white 2022 Volkswagen Tao was stolen from Fletcher Hall. 
An investigation has started to find the car.

• At 10:33 p.m., a group of individuals was in the Girard Parking Tower 
driving recklessly in a white 2015 Hyundai Son. The individuals were 
banned.

Feb. 1
• At 5:20 a.m., a black Schwinn Glenwood Hybrid bike was stolen. An 
officer located the bicycle theft with video surveillance of Agnes 
Edwards Hall. 

• At 3:14 p.m., UL Lafayette Police Dispatch received a complaint for 
possible drug law violations. An officer was dispatched.

• At 6:02 p.m., an officer responded to a walk-in at the UL Lafayette Police 
Department in reference to suspicious circumstances at Moody Hall.

Jan. 31
• At 9:27 a.m., an officer was dispatched to Girard Hall in reference to a 
suspicious circumstance that occurred at Angelle Hall.

• At 12:34 p.m., a student reported that she was possibly scammed after 
applying for a job online. 

Jan. 30
• At 10:13 a.m., a yellow parking arm control box was damaged and on the 
ground at 210 Girard Park Circle. It was discovered that the wind had 
knocked over the box on Jan. 24, 2023.

• At 2:30 p.m., an Apple iPhone charger was reported stolen. An 
investigation was conducted.

• At 8:44 p.m., a student felt like they were being followed by a former 
student.

• At 10:14 p.m., officers were dispatched to a possible hit and run involving 
a gray 2013 Toyota Camry on 210 Hebrard Blvd. 

Jean Guidry
STAFF WRITER

Students may be approaching a point 
where they must wait until they’re off 
campus before viewing the latest trends 
on TikTok, as the popular social media 
app is increasingly being viewed as a 
dangerous tool for Americans.

While the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette has yet to determine if it 
will restrict access to the app on its 
Wi-Fi network, many universities 
including Texas A&M University, 
Auburn University and the University 
of Oklahoma have removed the app 
from government-issued devices and/or 
advised students to remove the app from 
personal devices to protect their data.

Several states have also issued a policy 
to ban the downloading and use of 
TikTok on state and department-issued 
devices. The main concern among those 
wanting to restrict access to the app is 
ByteDance, TikTok’s parent company, 
being able to store data from the app’s 
users and offer that data to the Chinese 
government.

“The problem with ByteDance and 
TikTok is their corporation has to have 
links to the central Communist Party of 
China, and on the ByteDance board of 
directors there’s a Communist secretary, 
and I’ve seen how those guys work 
personally, up close,” Dr. William Davie 
said.

Before becoming the broadcasting 
sequence coordinator and a Board of 
Regents Support Fund (BORSF) endowed 
professor at UL Lafayette, Davie taught 
at 10 universities in China for a year and 
witnessed their government in person.

“Our greatest worry is, of course, 
misinformation and disinformation,” 
Davie said.

Davie claims an argument could be 
made that the disinformation campaign 
against recent presidential candidates was 
strong because the U.S. wasn’t fully aware 
of Russian and Chinese involvement 
on social media, whereas the country’s 
intelligentsia is more aware of it today.

For any executive order involving 
cybersecurity to have an effect on TikTok, 
Davie said the app must prove to be a 
threat through the imminent lawless 
action test.

“You can’t just say, ‘Oh, we think it is 
because we know those communists are 

fond of concealment,’ which they are, 
‘and we know they’re fond of collecting 
data,’ which we know they are,” Davie 
said. “The court’s going to ask, when the 
First Amendment gets involved, in the 
private world, they’re going to say, ‘You’ve 
got to have true evidence of an imminent 
threat.’”

There are other reasons why China is 
being viewed as a potential imminent 
threat by U.S. officials. The U.S. recently 
shot down a giant Chinese balloon on 
Feb. 4 that was hovering across America 
from west to east, according to BBC. 
The piece of equipment was allegedly 
collecting sensitive U.S. information.

ByteDance also recently admitted 
to using TikTok to track IP addresses 
of journalists in an attempt to locate 
employees who might have been leaking 
confidential information, according to 
CNN.

Along with many other social media 
sites, TikTok could also be the target 
of the ongoing court case Gonzalez v. 
Google LLC, which questions whether 
or not interactive recommendation 
algorithms used on various platforms 
goes against Section 230(c)(1) of the 
Communications Decency Act.

According to the Bipartisan Policy 
Center, Gonzalez v. Google LLC stems 
from an ISIS terrorist attack in 2015. 
Reynaldo Gonzalez, father of Nohemi 
Gonzalez who was a victim of the 2015 
attack, filed an action against Google, 
Twitter and Facebook claiming that their 
algorithms aided ISIS in recruiting new 
members and promoting threats and 
attacks.

Davie doesn’t feel that Section 230 
of the Communications Decency Act 
should protect algorithms. Instead, Davie 
feels some restrictions should be put in 
place on platforms like TikTok.

“Do we have to rip apart Section 230? 
I don’t think so. We just have to build 
in some humanity on the algorithms,” 
Davie said. “Section 230 prevents 
[tech companies] from being held 
accountable.”

While students shouldn’t be extremely 
worried about using the app, Davie urges 
students to be cautious of misinformation 
on TikTok and other platforms. It is 
important that students practice good 
digital literacy.

We’ll have to wait and see what 
happens with TikTok in the near future.

What is so bad about 
students’ beloved TikTok?

Photo by Malik Jones

Student makes a TikTok about the “Kiwibots” taking over campus.
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Katherine Frazer
NEWS WRITER

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
biology researcher Dr. James Albert is 
featured in the journal Science for his 
research about environmental concerns 
in the Amazon.

Albert is a part of The Science Panel 
for the Amazon (SPA), a group of 
240 scientists with the shared goal of 
summarizing what scientists conclude 
about the current state of the Amazon. 

From this, Albert used data from the 
report to evaluate human-caused 
changes in the Amazon.

Data about changes in the Amazon 
and subsequent policy recommendations 
regarding these changes were noted in 
Albert’s findings.

Significant portions of the Amazon 
have been removed for agricultural 
purposes and degraded to the point that 
functions of the ecosystem do not work. 
Albert said that now, 32% of the Amazon 
has been deforested or degraded.

The majority of deforestation in 
the Amazon is driven by commodity 
exports.

“It’s not Amazonian people using the 
land for their own economic reasons, it’s 
outsiders,” Albert said.

Projects funded by foreign countries 
to derive resources from the Amazon are 
greatly impacting the region. Albert said 
exports mainly go to New York, Zürich 
and Beijing, and drive climate change 
and deforestation in the region.

“None of the money stays in the 

Amazon,” Albert said. “It’s just using the 
Amazon as a piggy bank to make outside 
people wealthy.”

Albert said that if deforestation and 
degradation in the Amazon reaches a 
threshold, the landscape will transition 
from a forest to a degraded pasture. 
Effects from climate change would be 
exacerbated as a result.

With removal of the forest cover in 
the Amazon, large amounts of carbon 
emissions would enter the atmosphere 
as a result. Albert said that the amount 
of carbon released into the atmosphere 
would be more than the total amount of 
carbon that has been released so far.

“If we were to let the Amazon 
rainforest disappear, we will never be 
able to change,” Albert said in regards to 
reversing global climate change.

Policy recommendations in the 
report recommended transitioning the 
world economy from oil and investing 
in alternative energies. The report 
also suggests pressuring international 
agencies to not support export 
commodities from the Amazon.

Albert said that moving the world 
from fossil-fuel based energy sources is 
needed in order to halt deforestation in 
the Amazon and reverse climate change 
globally.

“The crisis is upon us. We don’t have 
time to worry about the niceties of 
anything,” Albert said. “We have to solve 
this crisis.”

Research like this supports UL 
Lafayette’s designation as a R1 university. 
Metrics for research activity, such as 
publications and grants, determine the 
university’s research status. Albert said it 
is a university-wide goal to keep the R1 
designation.

“This is definitely in line with the 
environmental biology mission of the 
department,” Albert said.

Albert’s findings are found on the 
cover of the Jan. 27 issue of Science, a 
scientific journal publishing research 
findings. He is listed as the first author of 
the article.

UL researcher published for 
findings regarding climate change

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

On Apr. 3, Sodexo will be taking over 
the cleaning services for the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette.

Cleaning was previously managed by 
ABM, and this change has come as a 
result of the university’s contract with 
ABM expiring. According to state law, 
the university had to allow for other 
companies to make a proposal to take 
over the contract.

Scott Hebert, director of the Office of 
Facility Management, explained that the 
university received offers from several 
different companies. These were then 
reviewed and interviewed by a selection 
committee made up of five members 
from the university. Eventually, the 
committee decided to award the 
contract to Sodexo.

“Based upon their proposal, their 
interview, all the criteria that was in the 
selection committee, they came up with 
a ranking system or a scorecard,” Hebert 
said. “And basically each of the different 
selection committee members scored 
independently their thoughts on the 
proposals that were put out.”

Rob McPherson, assistant director 
of contracts and construction, further 
explained how these companies were 
scored.

“It’s based on a point system on just 
literally the way the proposal looks, 
the cost of their proposal, their plan of 
action, all of those have a point system 
and they total it up at the end and again, 
Sodexo had the best score,” McPherson 
said.

Sodexo will be handling the cleaning 
for every academic and athletic building 
on campus, as well as clean-up for 
home sporting events. Housing and the 
Student Union are handled separately 
by in-house housekeepers employed 
by the university, and litter pickup and 
lawn care are handled by a separate 
contractor.

According to Hebert, members of the 
university are hopeful that the change 
in contractor will be a boon for the 
campus.

“The response back that we’ve heard 
from various faculty, staff, students 
is that change is needed. And they’re 

optimistic, just like we are, that this new 
provider coming in will kind of breathe 
new life into the cleanliness of campus,” 
Hebert said.

Hebert added that the parameters of 
this contract were written taking into 
account feedback from students and 
faculty.

“The contract scope was written and 
created and basically evolved during 
this process was that we listened to the 
concerns of all the students, faculty 
and staff of things that were either not 
included in the contract previously or 
not getting done,” Hebert said. “We’ve 
actually put those in writing in the 

scope to a point where we can enforce 
that these things will get done in the 
future.”

One of the examples cited was that in 
the previous contract, ABM wouldn’t 
clean anything over six feet high to 
limit liability. Sodexo, conversely, will 
be required to, meaning that they’ll be 
cleaning things such as cobwebs.

The contract also ensures that 
things like trash pickup, vacuuming, 
mopping and sweeping are done on a set 
schedule.

Hebert is hopeful that students will 
notice a difference in the level of campus 
cleanliness by the Fall semester.

“There’s going to be a transition 
period to get them acclimated as to 
what the concerns are, what our needs 
are, how many people they need at a 
building, all that good stuff,” Hebert 
said. “I think it’s safe to say by the end 
of the semester or the beginning of the 
summer, when students come back in 
for the fall, following fall semester there 
should be a drastic difference in the way 
that campus looks.”

Campus cleaning services to be 
handed over to Sodexo on April 3

Photo by The Vermilion

Cleaning closet with supplies at Cafe Chi Alpha.

Photo by Tiago Carvalho

UL Lafayette professor James Albert and PhD student Emmaual Maxome collecting electric fishes in the Peruvian Amazon.
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

After a fantastic January that saw 
the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns women’s 
basketball team go 6–2, capped off with 
last week’s road trip wins over Georgia 
Southern and Appalachian State, the 
team returned to the Cajundome to 
begin a short home stand, starting with 
a matchup with the Louisiana-Monroe 
Warhawks on Thursday, Feb. 2.

The Warhawks had a rough first half 
of conference play this season, going 3–7 
in those games for a 7–14 overall record. 
Their starting lineup averages 48.9% 
true shooting, which isn’t very far from 
the Cajuns’ 49.15%, but the other gaps 
in these team’s abilities quickly came to 
bear in this game. 

After taking a 16–10 lead in the 
second quarter, the Cajuns’ offense 
would go cold for the last several 
minutes of the half, and the defense 
would give up back-to-back scores to 
ULM guard Olivia Knight in the last 
minute to enter halftime down 20–24. 
Then, to start the fourth, a burst of 
scoring, punctuated by a huge steal and 
and-one courtesy of freshman guard 
Alicia Blanton, helped the Cajuns pull 
away and win 66–58.

The Cajuns outworked the opposition 
pretty handily in this game, scoring 23 
points off 24Warhawks turnovers, and 
24 points on fast breaks. The Warhawks’ 
10 points off just 12 Cajuns turnovers 
paled in comparison.

Blanton led all players in scoring 
with 15 points on 5–7 from the field 
and 5–5 from the free-throw-line. 
Tamera Johnson, Nubia Benedith  and 
Destiny Rice also managed double-
digit scoring. Johnson’s efforts on the 
boards were extremely valuable, as her 
nine accounted for nearly a third of the 
Cajuns’ production on that end.

The Warhawks’ 42–30 advantage, 
generated by the size of their lineup, 
gave them a chance to win for most of 
the game. As previously mentioned, 
though, the effort of the Cajuns 
shone through, allowing only eight 
second chance points despite being 
outrebounded.

Then, on Saturday, the Cajuns had 
to face the best team in the Sun Belt, 
the 14–8 Troy Trojans. This was truly 
an opponent worthy of the moment: 
just a week prior, these Trojans had 
eviscerated the 15–6 Georgia Southern 
Eagles 100–77. A win here would pull 
the Cajuns level with the Trojans at the 
top of the conference standings.

The Trojans’ superior outside shooting 
helped them start to pull away from 
the Cajuns midway through the second 
quarter, and by halftime their lead 
stood at 37– 29. This 8-or-more point 
cushion would hold for most of the 
fourth quarter until the game’s 37th 
minute, at which point an inexplicable 
series of turnovers and tough shots set 
up a Sherry Porter 3-pointer to tie the 
game for Louisiana with one second 
remaining.

The Cajuns looked to be headed for 
a win in overtime as a Destiny Rice 
and-one put the team up 77–73, but 
Troy’s Makayia Hallmon made a clutch 
three and Tai’Sheka Porchia drained the 
go-ahead basket with one second left to 
steal the win 81–80.

Johnson led scoring in this one, with 
23 points on 9–11 from the field, seven 
rebounds and five steals. Freshman 
Jaylyn James was instrumental in the 
Cajuns comeback with 12 points on 
68.7% effective field goal rate in just 20 
minutes.

Even though they fell short in the end, 
the Cajuns are still in prime position to 
take the lead in the conference. If they 
can go 3–1 in the upcoming road trip 

(as they are expected to based on point 
differential), the team could well claim 
that coveted #1 seed yet.

Cajuns’ MBB winning streak at 10; 
Eying number one conference seed
Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns received 
a favorable end-of-season schedule 
when the Sun Belt Conference released 
its 2022-23 slate. With Louisiana playing 
seven of its final 10 games at home, head 
coach Bob Marlin and his team have 
taken full advantage and then some.

Riddled with pre-season accolades 
that are starting to become reality, the 
Cajuns are riding a conference-best 
10-game win streak following dominant 
victories over the Texas State Bobcats 
and the Marshall Thundering Herd.

The only thing the Cajuns didn’t top 
Texas State in on Feb. 2 was rebounding, 
giving up twice as many offensive 
boards (14) as their team total (7). The 

extra opportunities given up didn’t stop 
Louisiana from going up 19 and sealing 
a 82–63 conference win.

Shooting 57.1% from the field and 
draining half of their 3-point attempts 
helped the Cajuns run up the score on 
Texas State. The Bobcats were no better 
than roadkill, shooting just 43.1% on the 
night and hitting only one of their seven 
3-point attempts.

Louisiana continued riding the hot 
hand of senior guard Greg Williams Jr., 
who finished with 23 points on 7–10 
shooting in 34 minutes of action, easily 
the most efficient scorer on the floor.

Redshirt sophomore guard Themus 
Fulks was in sync with junior forward 
Jordan Brown all evening, with Fulks 
finding Brown in the paint for one easy 
basket after another. Fulks finished with 

11 points and nine assists while Brown 
scored 16 on 7–9 shooting with seven 
rebounds.

The Cajuns’ defense was aggressive 
and opportunistic all night, forcing eight 
steals and 10 total turnovers in addition 
to the Bobcats’ abysmal shooting 
performance.

On Feb. 4, the night Louisiana 
honored its three seniors — forward 
Terence Lewis II, guard Jalen Dalcourt 
and Williams Jr. — for Senior Night, the 
Cajuns could once again do little wrong 
in a 77–67 conference victory over 
Marshall.

An evening full of flair and festivities 
saw a season-high in attendance at the 
Cajundome, plenty of antics from the 
Fabulous Cajun Chicken’s return, a 
Harlem Globetrotter-like effort to create 

a highlight reel for the three seniors, and 
Louisiana’s most significant win so far 
this season.

Brown opened the game’s scoring with 
a two-point jumper assisted by Fulks 
22 seconds into the contest. The Cajuns 
would go on to lead the rest of the way, 
never trailing nor tying once.

Brown, the Sun Belt Preseason Player 
of the Year, drew oohs and aahs from the 
crowd routinely on his way to finishing 
with 26 points and 20 rebounds, 
notching the Cajuns’ fourteenth double-
double as a team and his fifth this 
season. Brown also became the only SBC 
player with a 20–20 performance this 
year.

The duo of Brown and Lewis II 
combined for 30 rebounds on the night. 
The latter of the two scored eight points 
along with his 10 boards.

As evident from the first basket of the 
game, the harmonious rapport between 
Fulks and Brown was on display again. 
Fulks shot 4–6 from the field scoring 12 
points and tallying seven assists.

Williams Jr. once again lit up the 
scoreboard with his fifth consecutive 
20-point performance, scoring 20 points 
on 8–14 shooting. In his last five games, 
the Lafayette native is averaging 21.4 
points per contest and shooting a stellar 
57.8% from the field.

Louisiana’s defense excelled once 
again, forcing Marshall to take tough 
shots all evening and holding them to 
just 38.7% shooting. The defense racked 
up 11 steals and 17 turnovers in total.

The Cajuns’ win over the Thundering 
Herd, who entered the Cajundome 
third in the SBC and left in the same 
position, boosts their seeding odds 
for the upcoming SBC Tournament 
beginning Feb. 28 and puts them in a tie 
for first place in the conference with the 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles.

Louisiana will travel to Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi for their next game on Feb. 
9 against said first-place counterpart 
Southern Miss. Should the Cajuns 
continue their recent level of play against 
the Golden Eagles, it’ll go a long way 
in securing the top seed in the SBC 
Tournament as well as an automatic 
bid in the NCAA Men’s Tournament in 
March.

Heartbreak in Cajundome as 
women’s team falls at buzzer

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones

Guard Nubia Benedith (#3) helps up forward Tamera Johnson (#5) during a win over 
the Louisiana-Monroe Warhawks on Feb. 2.

Photo by Boyd Daniels

Marshall center Micah Handlogten (#5) defends Louisiana forward Jordan Brown (#21) on the court in the Cajundome in 
Lafayette, Louisiana on Feb. 4.
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Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

As football season is over, and 
baseball and softball have yet to start 
their seasons as of Feb. 9, I am having 
trouble coping. Football is my favorite 
sport, and I love the Cajuns to death 
and then some. Therefore, I have 
decided to squeeze every last ounce 
of football content I can until the 
Ragin Cajuns’ baseball team starts up 
in earnest. While the dates of certain 
games have not been announced, the 
opponents have, and I believe that 
there’s enough information to give you 
my honest predictions for the 2023-24 
football season.

In Week 1, the Ragin’ Cajuns start 
off with an easier game against the 
Northwestern State Demons. The 
Demons went 4–7 in FCS play last 
year, and it wasn’t pretty for them. 
The Cajuns will use this game to test 
out their starting quarterback, be it 
Chandler Fields or Ben Wooldridge. 
Expect Zeon Chriss or newly-recruited 
D’Wayne Winfield to take some snaps if 
and when the game becomes a blowout 
like I expect to be. I believe the Cajuns 
will win 45–17.

The Cajuns will also have two out-
of-conference games on the road in 
the month of September. The first 
will be against UAB in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The Cajuns will be one of 
the first tests for new Blazers’ head 
coach Trent Dilfer, who took the job 
last November. With a good chunk of 
starters returning, I expect the Cajuns 
to fall in a close one as the Blazers’ 

kick a field goal to win the game in the 
closing seconds.

For the second-to-last non-
conference game, the Buffalo Bulls are 
coming to Cajun Field for the initial leg 
of a home-and-home. The Bulls were 
about the same level as the Cajuns last 
season, and I expect them to fight tooth 
and nail with the Cajuns to the final 
whistle, but at the end of the day the 
Cajuns will be victorious

Finally, we get to Minnesota. I won’t 
take too much time to go over this 
one. They’re a Big Ten opponent, and 
the Cajuns do not have the strength to 
compete with the Golden Gophers even 
though Minnesota is losing star tailback 
Mohamed Ibrahim to the draft. Expect 
a blowout here, with the Cajuns giving 
up at least 40 points. 

From there, the Cajuns enter 
conference play. If you’re keeping 
track so far, the Cajuns are 2–2 in my 
predictions for this season. For the first 
time, Old Dominion will square off 
with UL as Sun Belt foes. However, due 
to the Monarchs’ lack of success last 
season, I don’t believe this will be a fair 
fight as the Cajuns will earn their third 
win. 

The Arkansas State Red Wolves are 
also going to be a tough challenge for 
the Cajuns on the road. For the first 
half of their 2022 matchup, Arkansas 
State kept it close. However, it ended 
up being a rout for Louisiana, and I 
expect more of the same to occur here 
as well. Fans of the team will be leaving 
Jonesboro, Arkansas happy, cheering on 
the vermilion and white to their fourth 
victory.

That cheering will be short-lived, 
however. Two games I am certain 
that they will drop are against South 
Alabama and Troy. These two teams 
played the Cajuns close, but mistakes 
cost the Cajuns both games. Both the 
Jaguars and the Trojans are coming off 
of 10-win seasons and with a strong 
recruiting class, there is no reason to 
believe that the Cajuns take two losses 
here and go 4–4. 

One game that I believe Louisiana 
will flip, however, is their annual Battle 
on the Bayou versus Louisiana-Monroe. 
The Warhawks won by the skin of 

their teeth last season, and the Cajuns 
will benefit from a home crowd and 
dominantly win at home. The Cajuns 
will be 5–4 at this point. 

Their last three games are against 
Southern Mississippi, Georgia State 
and Texas State. I expect the Cajuns 
to take two out of those three in any 
order, finishing the season at 7-5 and 
good enough to secure yet another 
bowl game that’s hopefully not in the 
freezing cold.

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Stop killing off and resurrecting my 
favorite characters: Some thoughts
Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

In June of 2022, DC Comics released 
“Justice League” #75, titled “Death of the 
Justice League,” where, you guessed it, 
the Justice League “died” at the end of 
the story. This issue was followed by the 
seven-issue limited series “Dark Crisis,” 
later renamed “Dark Crisis on Infinite 
Earth.” 

The series’ plot followed the remaining 
DC heroes fighting evil and surviving a 
world in the Justice League’s absence.

As I was reading the series, I got the 
feeling that the Justice League would 

miraculously come back by the end, and I 
was right. They did come back at the end 
for the final battle. 

Spoiler alert! The Justice League 
weren’t even dead, just on different Earths 
(still trying to figure out the logistics of 
that). I didn’t particularly appreciate that 
I was right. I wanted to be surprised. The 
ending just felt anticlimactic; the build-
up was just for nothing.

And as I was sitting in my room, 
trying to process what I had just read. I 
started to think about all the other times 
characters have come back from the dead 
unscathed.

My main problem with continuously 

resurrecting characters is it just gets stale 
after a while. What is the point of me 
reading or watching something if I know 
what the plot twist will be? In all honesty, 
it makes me not excited for any new 
media if the creators will recycle the same 
old tropes. 

Now in some instances resurrecting 
a character can work. One example 
that comes to mind is the 1992-
1993 crossover event “The Death of 
Superman,” where Doomsday killed 
Superman. This story was huge because 
Superman is supposed to be invincible 
and save the day. But in “The Death 
of Superman,” he does neither and the 

supporting characters have to live with 
the consequences. Does Superman 
ultimately come back in the end? Yes, he 
does; because it is Superman, he has to be 
resurrected at some point. 

Another instance of bringing a 
character back to life and it worked was 
2005-2006 “Batman: Under the Hood.” 
In this arc, the reader is introduced to 
Gothmans’ newest criminal, the Red 
Hood and Batman is on the case in 
finding out the identity of his newest 
foe. The plot twist is that Batman already 
knows who the Red Hood is. It’s the 
second supposedly deceased Robin, 
Jason Todd. What I have always admired 
about this story is that it shows Batman’s 
betrayal in finding out his former partner 
is back from the dead and how he can 
turn “evil.” Plus, showing a former Robin 
as a criminal is just entertaining. Jason 
Todd’s whole personality changes as a 
result of being resurrected.

These two examples aside, the 
repetition of bringing back characters 
from the unknown seems pointless and 
a cash grab. Character development has 
been thrown out the door for the same 
old story.

At this point in my article, I sound like 
a broken record. But look, if you have 
been reading comics all your life you 
start to notice details about the media 
you consume regularly. Plus, I believe I 
am obligated to do some sort of a rant. 
Like, my friends have to hear my rants 
about an array of topics I am passionate 
about, and I think it was time to put one 
to paper, finally. 

Even though I only mentioned 
resurrecting comic book characters. 
There are examples throughout pop 
culture. Soap operas have been making 
them a genre staple since its invention. In 
the few times I have ventured into horror 
movies, obviously characters come back 
from the grave, but at least it’s scary. 

Maybe the moral of the story is I need 
to find new comics to read or movies to 
watch. Really expand my horizons so I 
don’t get hurt again. We’ll see.

Opinion: very early football 
forecast for 2023-2024 season

Photo by Andre Broussard

Ben Wooldridge (#10) takes a snap against Arkansas State on Oct. 22, 2022 at Cajun 
Field in Lafayette, Louisiana.

Graphic by Lillian Babineaux

Allons
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Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER

Lack of representation in media for 
marginalized communities has been a 
largely contested issue over the years. 
Mainstream media is infamously 
known for excluding oppressed groups 
from their narratives in exchange for 
heteronormative, white, cisgendered 
ones. But, over the years, the media has 
made strides to become more inclusive.

But I cannot help but wonder how 
entirely positive certain aspects of this 
increased inclusivity have been. While I 
agree progress has been made, progress 
is not linear and still deserves critique. 
With this being said, inclusivity for 
inclusivity’s sake can have unforeseen 
consequences when executed poorly in 
the media.

Careless inclusivity is a largely 
overlooked issue that, some may 
argue, is bigger than a general lack of 
representation at all. Careless inclusivity 
can result in misrepresentation of already 
misunderstood groups, giving the public 
stereotypical, sometimes dangerous 
outlooks on these groups. Or, oftentimes, 
these communities will appear within 
the media in ways that make you wonder 
whether they were ever really wanted 
there in the first place. 

Writer Julian Vel speculated that 
“diverse representations is not achieved 
simply by including POC in a film or tv 
show.” Instead, I would argue, diverse 
representation is achieved when you 
develop and dive deeply into POC 
and queer characters in meaningful 
ways. This should not mean that these 
narratives are defined by these characters’ 
identities, but instead enhanced by them. 

But often this is not the case. Instead 
we get underdeveloped, shallow 
characters that seem to be there so the 
creators can pat themselves on the back 
and tick off their boxes. 

Some dangerous aspects of 
misrepresentation include the 
exotification of Black and Brown 
people, ‘quirky’ non-White characters 
who become the butt of every joke, 
the fetishization of members of the 

LGBTQ+ communities and an overall 
reinforcement of stereotypes already 
largely believed by the general public. 

 One example of this is pointed out 
by Vel in the very successful “Game 
of Thrones” television series. There 
are only two characters of color in the 
show, and they both seem to have very 
underdeveloped stories and come across 
as very one dimensional. 

They are also, as Vel points out, 
inevitably put in a relationship with one 
another. While there isn’t a problem with 
this, pairing the only two black characters 
together is a pretty predictable outcome 
for mainstream media. 

Another example that comes to mind 
is the famous Disney film, “Princess 
and the Frog.” It doesn’t take a whole lot 
of meaningful analysis to come to the 
conclusion that the only Black Disney 
princess being a frog for 90% of the film 
is definitely a miss on Disney’s part. 
In this way, it seems that diversity was 
simply a requirement the creators of the 
film had to complete. 

A Disney film that came out recently 
that I think did a great job with 
meaningful representation was “Strange 
World.” It is a comedic adventure story 
that deals with family dynamics and the 
importance of helping the environment. 

One of its main characters is a young, 
Black teen who struggles with a crush 
he has on another guy he’s close friends 
with. This enhances the story and allows 
us to dig deeper into his character 
without misrepresenting him or 
primarily focusing the plot on this part 
of him. 

This is not all to say that all diversity 
in media is bad or that including 
marginalized groups in media should be 
a perfectly tailored process. Instead, this 
is a call for POC, queer characters that 
are allowed to have just as much meaning 
as any other character and not treated as 
a slot to be filled in.

The normalization of the careless 
representation in popular culture

Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

My most recently completed, binged 
TV show was the notorious “Breaking 
Bad” created by Vince Gilligan. The 
series premiered Jan. 20, 2008 and 
concluded Sept. 29, 2013. The series 
finale accumulated more viewership than 
the Sunday Night Football that year, with 
10.3 million views. The show recently 
celebrated its 15th anniversary, and even 
almost 10 years later, the show continues 
to get extremely high praises. 

“Breaking Bad” managed to hold its 
IMDB score of 9.5 overall and become 
the second highest rated TV series for 
as long as I can remember, and it was 
rightfully deserved. From the impeccable 
writing to the compelling actors, 
everyone involved gave it their all, and it 
was definitely showcased brilliantly. This 
show became the blueprint of many other 
neo-Western genres.

For those who do not know, the 
premise of “Breaking Bad” is an 
overqualified, underpaid chemistry 
teacher partners up with a drug addict 
former student of his to provide for 
his family after his recent diagnosis of 
terminal lung cancer. Throughout the 
show, Walter White, our main character, 
is seen facing challenges you would not 
believe and conquering them almost 
effortlessly. Simultaneously, we see our 
main character change drastically in a 
dramatic way.

My personal experience with the show 
was an emotional roller coaster to say the 
least. Some parts of the show either got 
spoiled for me and/or became a meme, 
but I was still surprised it happened 
the way it did. Every well-executed 
component of the show had strong 
intention, and every episode, including 
fillers, were important to the story. 
Everything was perfectly tied together, 
and audiences can agree they were 

satisfied. 
I believe what makes “Breaking Bad” 

great is the conversations it starts on 
morality and dark psychology. According 
to Far Out Magazine, “The series is 
poetic from the very start to the end with 
brilliant wide-ranging imagery. On that 
note, it is essential to pay heed to how 
the creators stopped at an appropriate 
moment unlike other fan favorites which 
had the most disappointing finale in the 
history of TV shows.”

The series went on winning a total 
of 16 Emmys along with many other 
awards ranging from Best Supporting 
Actor in a Drama Series to Best Writing 
for a Drama Series. I mean, when you 
look at the material, getting those 
awards were rightfully earned. Following 
“Breaking Bad” came along shows such 
as “Ozark,” “Snowfall” and “Mr. Robot” 
that incorporated the successes of the 
predecessor. 

One episode in particular that legit felt 

like 20 minutes was season five, episode 
14 “Ozymandias,” and fans of the show 
can agree with me on this. This episode is 
the only episode as of yet with a perfect 
10/10 on IMDB, and the reason why is 
that everything we expected to happen, 
happened. However, the execution and 
direction made the stakes elevate more.

With the show fresh on my mind, 
I definitely understand what all the 
hype was about. I am left feeling both 
conflicted and content with the show 
and how it concluded. I guess the main 
thing that is so difficult to wrap my 
head around is the intensity as well as 
the speed of how the events unfolded. 
Regardless, “Breaking Bad” is a cult 
classic, and its legacy will continue to 
burn alive for new and original fans.

The reason why ‘Breaking Bad’ 
is a critically-acclaimed series

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson
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Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

If you look at your phone, television or 
any other screen, you will most likely be 
met with a plucky tune that can only be 
attributed to an advertisement. Whether 
it be for the newest, limited edition item 
at a nearby restaurant chain, the latest 
piece of technology on the market or the 
most en-vogue clothing, advertisements 
will always be battling for your attention.

After all, it’s only natural when 
browsing online or flipping through 
channels. If something can be connected 
to the outside world, it will be utilized 
to sell products to you. We usually do 
not think much of this at all. It’s become 
such a part of life, so why question it?

However, with the rise of apps such as 
TikTok, the monetization and trend-
ification of this process has become even 
more prevalent in the Western society. 
Influencers strive to make everything 

an aesthetic by assigning a label and 
persona to anything they can. 

Have you ever heard of coquette? The 
clean girl aesthetic? Downtown girl? 
If you have any presence on TikTok, 
I’m sure you’ve had at least a smidge 
of exposure to these terms. In this age, 
most people are desperate to have a 
label to cling to, and I can certainly 
understand.

Many individuals find themselves 
losing their sense of self and identity, 
especially with the COVID-19 pandemic 
that forced everyone to stay indoors. It 
makes sense that people, mostly young 
adult and teen girls, crave some kind of 
aesthetic to identify and resonate with. 

As stated earlier, this is a phenomenon 
that almost always affects women 
instead of men. This can just be chalked 
up to coincidence, but I believe the 
correlation is stronger than we think. 
Women, especially in today’s world, are 
made to fit into boxes all the time. 

Are you a nice girl? A mean girl? 
Gothic or preppy? Neat or messy? These 
are things that most women consider 
at least once in their lives, as they try to 
find where they fit in society. Influencers 
and companies directly appeal to these 
demographics, attempting to market 
their products to girls who feel as if they 
need it to fit in.

For example, the influx of popularity 
of the Stanley cups and Glossier 
products. They have a clean, modern 
and feminine appeal. This attracts the 
audience of women who would label 
themselves as “clean girls” or “it girls,” 
perhaps. I sometimes can’t even resist 
the attraction to these brands.

However, sooner or later, these trends 
will be dropped in favor of the next big 
thing. This is also natural; trends always 
tend to fall out of favor. Despite this fact 
though, the cycle of trends on TikTok 
(for the most part) are fluctuating at a 
frankly intimidating pace. 

You will see content creators with 
huge audiences making thousand-
dollar hauls from places such as Shein, 
Zara, Dollskill and other contemporary 
brands. After the novelty of these items 
have worn off, they often end up in 
landfills or clogging thrift stores with 
racks of cheap fast fashion. 

Now, this isn’t to say that participating 
in these trends directly makes you a bad 
person. Humans are easily influenced 
creatures. Nonetheless, it is wise to 
find your own personal style and not 
conform to what you think will make 
you popular or trendy.

These fads come and go, but to be 
timeless is something that I think 
everyone can strive for and achieve with 
just a small change in mindset. Carve 
out your own niche, as that is something 
that nobody can take away at the drop of 
a fashionable hat.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Every time I’ve had an encounter with 
evangelical folks has been against my will. 
I was once accosted by two Americans in 
Singapore asking which of the three malls 
in spitting distance of us had the most 
people they could give out pamphlets 
about Jesus to.

They then tried to give me one, and 
in the nicest words, I told them to take a 
hike.

A couple weeks ago, I decided to march 
straight towards the Christian evangelists. 
My friend had shown me a little flyer that 
was thrust into her hands about a group 
trying to “reach a lost generation with the 
message of Jesus.” I thought damn, that 
might be interesting.

I sat in the very front to ensure I could 
be the first one in Jesus’ line-of-sight in 
case he decided now was the time for 
Judgment Day. A girl beside me struck up 
a conversation to talk about Jesus (as one 
does in these kinds of places). I told her I 
was Buddhist, and she told me that Jesus 
still loves me, and I wondered how it’d fly 
if I said I still love him even though he’s 
Jewish.

A woman went up to the front to talk 
about the “tour.” She and some other 
people were traveling the country to 
different campuses to serve God, who she 
said was “so excited to meet his people,” 
as if they were keeping him in the van 
and gonna bring him out like a mascot.

She shared a story about a girl who 
limped into one of their events with a 
sprained ankle and later screamed and 
started running around.

“It was truly a miracle from God,” she 
said.

These are their favorite kinds of stories. 
After she was done with her spiel, their 
band started playing some worship 
music, which honestly wasn’t too bad. 
Some people were trying to pseudo-
mosh, there was a girl collapsed on the 
floor Really Feeling It. Good times.

After a few songs, Ben, the Preacher 
Man, took the stage.

Ben started by saying, “As I’m sharing, 
I may come across intense. I just want to 
say it’s because I love Jesus, I’m actually a 
very happy guy.”

That got me right up to the edge of my 
seat. I was disappointed. His intensity 
was a little lacking to me; he didn’t even 
condemn me to fire and brimstone. His 
sermon was just about what you’d expect, 
talked about how life was bad, Jesus saved 
him and he can save you too.

At one point, he said a prayer for 
everyone that had a migraine or whose 
back hurt or something. There was also 
an absurd part where everybody was 
asked to hold their shoes over their head 
for Jesus. I dunno if he’d really appreciate 
that to be honest.

After the sermon was done, they played 
some more music and I wormed my way 
over and asked Ben if he’d have time to 
talk to me about Jesus afterwards because 
I was on a Great Spiritual Journey.

“I’d love to,” he smiled.
So I asked him the core question of 

every ideology: why do I suffer and how 
do I stop suffering? That’s what we’re all 
trying to figure out, right?

Ben said that it was a good question, 

one that he didn’t have a definitive 
answer. But, he could say that suffering 
is initiated by Satan, and its purpose is 
for us to grow closer to God, and that we 
need to love him despite all that and be 
blessed by him.

Can’t say that was the answer I was 
looking for. I spoke to him at length 
about various other theological/
ideological topics. Though I didn’t buy 
everything he said, my main takeaway 
was that this man was a genuine person. 
Sure, he still tried to convert me, but I got 
the sense that he truly believed what he 
was saying. And hey, if that’s what helps 
him in life, all the power to him.

He was disappointed; I didn’t feel 
the Holy Spirit by the end of our 
conversation and asked if he could pray 
for me. Hell, I made this guy talk to me 
for almost an hour, so I let him go ahead 
with it.

On my way home, I reflected more on 
my initial question. Why do I suffer and 
how do I stop suffering? In truth, that’s 

what brought me there. I think that’s 
what compels anyone to take on a Great 
Spiritual Journey. To be human is to be 
hurt. My girlfriend had broken up with 
me a few weeks prior because I wasn’t 
good enough, and nothing felt like it 
made sense anymore.

I’d like to turn to God and let that solve 
all my problems, but I just can’t put my 
heart into it. If that’s what does it for you 
though, I’m happy for you. But for me, 
I think it’ll take decades before I figure 
things out.

Until then, all I can do, all anyone can 
do, is take things a step at a time and 
try to find those rare, bright moments. 
Where the suffering’s on pause, we’re 
surrounded by people who care about us, 
the world seems just right for a second 
and we can collapse in joy on the floor 
Really Feeling It.

That’s a lot easier said than done. But 
that’s why life is so long, and we need all 
the time we can get to try and figure this 
out.

Trying to find the meaning in 
suffering with Christian evangelists

The TikTok influencer epidemic

Graphic by Ava Blanchard

Photo by Adhamm Safford

Students raise hands in worship during Carry the Love event on Jan. 26
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Summer Landry
ALLONS WRITER

“Ginny and Georgia” is an American 
TV series on Netflix about an angsty teen 
named Ginny and her free-spirited mom, 
Georgia. Georgia is trying to escape her 
past and provide her two kids with a 
better life that she did not have.

 Georgia is seen as the all american 
beauty, blonde hair and big blue eyes, 
her personality is very easy going and 
her southern accent can charm anyone. 
However, all these traits make it so hard 
to dislike her. When it comes to her and 
Ginny, Ginny gets the most hate. 

I see so many people on TikTok and 
Youtube make videos about their dislike 
for Ginny’s character. Ginny’s character 
can come across as ungrateful. I think 
because Ginny holds Georgia accountable 
for her actions and Georgia is the 
crowd’s favorite, she can come across as 
unlikeable. 

Many people think that Ginny is 
ungrateful because of all the things that 
Georgia had to go through to protect her 
family. However, even I have to remind 
myself that Ginny is only 15 in this series. 
So, many of the things she went through 
happened when she was really young. I 
do not want to drop too many spoilers, 
but Georgia has a history of murdering 
her husbands.

Some may say that she had good 
reasons to do so because her first 
two husbands were not good people. 
Especially her second husband, who tried 
to hurt Ginny. Everytime Georgia would 
hurt someone she would move to another 
city which would cause Ginny to always 
be the new girl. 

Ginny was always the outcast because 
she never stayed anywhere long enough 
to make friends. There’s more things 
that Georgia did to get by like credit 
card fraud, but most viewers see her 
as a struggling mother trying to get 

by. Georgia did not come from a good 
family, and they kicked her out once they 
found out she was pregnant.

You are probably wondering where 
Ginny’s dad is? Georgia stayed with him 
for a while until his parents offered her 
an ultimatum. Ginny’s dad, Zion parents 
wanted Georgia to leave Ginny with 
them. However, Georgia did not want to, 
so she ended up doing everything on her 
own. 

Georgia felt that these decisions were 
right for her, however I wonder if she 
ever considered whether these decisions 
would be right for Ginny. For example, 
Ginny’s father is African American, so 
she is biracial. Throughout the show, she 
encounters many microaggressions. 

Although, I do not think she 
always goes about dealing with the 
microaggressions the right way. When 
Georgia decided to take Ginny away 
from her fathers side of her family, that 
cut her off from having the things she 

was experiencing validated. Some of the 
things she goes through being a biracial 
woman in America are things that 
Georgia cannot protect her from.

When I look at Georgia, I see a mother 
who would do anything to protect her 
kids. But, Georgia’s character confuses 
me. I see Georgia as a hero, but then 
there is a part of her who is willing to do 
anything to have a perfect life. So what 
separates a hero from a villain? 

Is it the amount of kills or is it the way 
we paint their story? Or, is the villain 
determined just by your intentions? 
Many of Georgia’s decisions were rooted 
in protection. If this story was being told 
from her late husband point of view, 
would we still see Georgia as the beloved 
hero?

Georgia’s past comes back to bite her. 
When it does, it takes the viewers by 
surprise and it almost feels unfair for her 
to get her karma. She was finally about 
to get her happily ever after. Most people 
would say that the detective who got 
Georgia arrested is the true villain of the 
series.

That is why it is so important when 
it comes to who is telling the story. As 
season two came to an end, it made 
me wonder. Could the audience be the 
true villains? If Georgia was to do away 
with the detective to protect her kids 
who already went through alot, would 
I forgive her? Do I think the viewers 
would forgive her? The answer to these 
questions is yes, absolutely yes.

Although I am not that fond of Ginny, 
I will say that even she tried to get help 
in the series. She started going to therapy 
and made a real effort to get better, 
however Georgia sees her actions as a 
gold star in the art of protection. Georgia 
just seems human to me. In real life, 
everything and everyone is not always 
black and white. 

She makes it possible to be the hero 
and the villain. Aren’t we all villains in 
someone’s story or are certain actions 
just that unforgivable? Because of this, I 
have yet to figure out who the real villain 
is. So, I will leave this question to you. 
Who is the real villain, the audience or 
Georgia?

The audience v.s. Georgia: Who is 
the villain in ‘Ginny and Georgia?’ 

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul
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Ann Soileau
ALLONS WRITER

Growing up, I did not really think 
that much about music or even the 
artists who made it. Most of the music I 
listened to was whatever my parents or 
my grandparents had playing, which was 
mostly 90’s country and Cajun music. It 
was not until about middle school that I 
really came into a sense of my own music 
taste. 

Enter: my emo phase. Gone were 
the days of songs about tractors and 
grandpa’s truck. It was only songs about 
depression and teen angst for me. As 
embarrassing as this time is for me to 
reminisce on, the one thing that I carried 
with me was the music and the bands 
that I listened to. One of those bands 
being emo band turned solo act, Panic! 
At the Disco.

P!ATD was a really important part of 
my childhood. I mean, I was obsessed. 
I used to spend hours watching 
compilations of funny Brendon Urie 
moments and, of course, the videos of 
him “making those high heels work” 
(if you know, you know). To this day, I 
still know every word to “Death Of A 
Bachelor.” 

I was in high school when the whole 
“Girls/Girls/Boys” controversy happened 
on Tumblr. To sum it all up, the song 
“Girls/Girls/Boys” was considered a 
song about being bisexual, which a lot of 
people identified with. I mean, with lyrics 
like “But girls love girls and boys / And 
love is not a choice,” it is hard to dispute.

When Urie confirmed in an interview 
that the song was actually about his first 
threesome, many people were upset and 
disappointed. He had used this song to 
gather a queer audience, but it was built 
on something that is used to dispute 
bisexuality. This was the first time that I 
was confronted with the idea that maybe 
one of my favorite artists wasn’t such 

a great person. Then there came other, 
more serious controversies. 

It was in 2020, during quarantine, 
when I learned about what seemed like 
a never-ending list of Brendon Urie 
controversies. There were the sexual 
assault allegations that never came out 
to be confirmed or denied. There was 
his bodyguard, Zack, bullying former 
member Dallon Weekes into leaving 
the band. Among the other racist, 
transphobic, insensitive comments that 
Urie has made, there was him singing 
the N-slur with zero hesitation on live. 
It was after this, after finally seeing clear 
evidence for myself, that I left the P!ATD 
fandom. 

I have to say that although I had not 
followed the “band” since then, I was not 
surprised when I learned that Urie was 
bringing P!ATD to an end. On Jan. 24, 
Urie released a statement on Instagram 
stating, “...I am going to bring this 
chapter of my life to an end and put my 
focus and energy on my family, and with 
that Panic! At the Disco will be no more.” 
Urie plans to finish out his current tour 
and then lay P!ATD to rest. 

I really do have to be honest and say 
that I was almost relieved when the news 
broke. Finally, no more screeching, high 
note, strained vocals on badly written 
songs. I am joking of course…kind of. 
In all seriousness, I am very glad that 

someone like Urie will no longer be 
smearing the image of P!ATD with his 
horrible actions or causing so many fans 
and others in multiple communities so 
much pain and disappointment.

Still, I can’t help but feel a mourning 
for something that I grew up with. There 
are still parts of me that want to believe 
that it’s all fine. That the people you look 
up to aren’t as bad as they turn out to be. 

However, I will keep comfort in the 
fact that Brendon Urie doesn’t have his 
sticky paws on my childhood anymore. 
Rest in peace, Panic! At the Disco, your 
best days are still missed.

Panic! At the Disco has come to 
an end, here’s my thoughts

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“What’s your favorite 
Valentine’s Day candy or 
gift?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Madison Lebleu
HISTORY  SOPHOMORE

“I need an Almond Joy 
for chocolate, and I 
must have either a 
red, pink, or white bear 
for Valentine’s Day. It 
must fit the theme.”

La’Derrian Cunnikin
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  FRESHMAN

“A hoodie.”

Gavin Cormier
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  FRESHMAN

“Honestly, a bunch of 
chocolate. Something 
simple and nothing 
too crazy.”

Ann-Marie Bourgeois
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  SOPHOMORE

“I’d say my favorite gift 
would be flowers and 
quality time type of 
things.”

Roland Simmons
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING  SOPHOMORE

“Some Reeses.”

Daniell Trenae Frith
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT  
SOPHOMORE

“I love a nice little 
chocolate covered 
strawberry. I’m also 
a jewelry girl so if you 
pop out with a ring or a 
necklace it’d be nice.”

COMIC

Valentine’s Day

Cajun Chicken
Comic by Lauren Gerald

Photo by Boyd Daniels

Cajun Chicken returns for Senior Night against Marshall on Feb. 4. 
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