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The Lafayette Parish Bicentennial The Lafayette Parish Bicentennial 
Kick-Off Parade takes off on FridayKick-Off Parade takes off on Friday

“We’re trying to bring in 
the whole theme of unity 
and community involve-
ment and all of those who 
have helped Lafayette 
grow.”
  Robert Kallam

Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The annual Friday night kick-
off parade is back for this Mardi 
Gras season in Lafayette and will be 
incorporating various elements that 
recognize the parish’s bicentennial. 

Lafayette is celebrating 200 years 
since it was chartered by the Louisiana 
Legislature in 1823.

According to the Lafayette Parish 
bicentennial website, “about 18,000 
Acadian refugees settled in the area 
after being expelled from Canada in 
1755 when Great Britain captured 
the land from France. The Acadians 
married other native, French, Spanish, 
and African settlers, forming the many 
cultures that make up Lafayette Parish.”

The Lafayette Parish Bicentennial 
Kick-Off Parade will feature more than 
21 floats filled with more than 400 riders 
along with 12 marching bands. 

Amongst the floats, there will be one 
known as the Heritage float that will 
be in the front of the parade and will 
represents the bicentennial celebration. 

According to Robert Kallam, one 

of the executive board directors of the 
Greater Southwest Louisiana Mardi 
Gras Association (GSW), there will 
be period-themed actors representing 
various cultures within Lafayette 
Parish. It will showcase aspects ranging 
from ethnicities to businesses and 
occupations.  

The Heritage float will also have 
balloon art that will display the 
bicentennial along with special throws 
for parade attendees. 

The Lafayette Convention and Visitors 
Commission approached GSW with the 
idea since there would be events all year 
long for the bicentennial celebration 
and since it was a huge milestone for 

Lafayette Parish. 
“It’s gonna get a lot of people to know 

about the centennial,” Sami Parbhoo, 
the bicentennial coordinator said. 
“We’re trying to get the word out like 
‘Hey, y’all, if y’all didn’t know, this is the 
bicentennial year.’” 

The sponsors include the Lafayette 
Convention and Visitors Commission, 
the Lieutenant Governor’s Office of 
Tourism, the Bicentennial committee, 
One Acadiana, Haney Family 
Foundation, Beads Galore and Bead 
Busters and Float Rentals. 

The additional floats range from a 
group of main stakeholder floats that 
embody Lafayette Parish including 
the Bicentennial committee, the 
Lieutenant Governor’s office and Festival 
International de Louisiane. 

Also, other floats that show various 
community members such as Express 
Medical, which will consist of the 
medical community, One Acadiana, the 
regional chamber of commerce that will 
have various industry representatives 
that show different segments of the 
business community in Lafayette. 

All of the municipalities will be 

represented with a float along with local 
festivals like the frog and oyster festivals. 
The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics 
and the Louisiana Gulf Coast Oil & Gas 
Exposition (LAGCOE) will also have a 
float in the parade. 

According to Kallam, Mardi Gras is a 
major economic opportunity for the city, 
and last year, there were not as many 
people at the Friday night parade due to 
cold weather and rain. Last year’s theme 
focused on the people who were on 
the frontline helping and working with 
people with COVID-19. 

Parbhoo said this year’s kick-off 
parade is expected to be twice the size it 
was last year. 

“So our goal is to continue to build 
Mardi Gras, and, as part of that, we have 
to get the Friday night parade off the 
ground again and have people realize 
that it’s part of the Mardi Gras lineup 
and get people out there supporting it,” 
Kallam said. 

The parade will start at 6:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 17. 

More events for this year’s bicentennial 
celebration can be found on the 
Lafayette Parish bicentennial website.

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Feb. 11
• At 9:17 p.m., the UL Lafayette Police Department was dispatched to Rex 
St. in reference to an injured person. Acadian Ambulance arrived on the 
scene.

Feb. 10
• At 2:54 p.m., officers were dispatched to Legacy Park in reference to a 
housing violation. Officers spoke with the resident. 

• At 5:25 p.m., officers were dispatched to the Cajundome in reference to 
suspicious circumstances involving a juvenile.

Feb. 9
• At 3:25 p.m., a complaint of harassing communications was made to the 
UL Lafayette Police Department. An investigation was conducted.

• At 6:20 p.m., officers met with someone at the UL Lafayette Police 
Station in reference to stolen bike parts. Upon further investigation, it 
was found that another bike was stolen.

Feb. 8
• At 2:59 p.m., officers were dispatched to a fight between two females at 
Baker Hall.

• At 6:56 p.m., a student came to the UL Lafayette Police Station in 
reference to harassing messages.

Feb. 7
• At 7:17 a.m., UL Lafayette police received a walk-in complaint concerning 
a student having trouble with another student. An officer was 
dispatched.

• At 12:24 p.m., UL Lafayette police received a complaint concerning a 
student being threatened. An officer was dispatched.

• At 7:35 p.m., Officers responded to Baker Hall in reference to black Beats 
Studio Buds and yellow wired headphones being lost.

Feb. 6
• At 8:10 p.m., officers were dispatched to Coronna Hall in reference to 
possible drugs. Less than one gram of a green, leafy substance and a 
purple metal grinder were found. An investigation was conducted.

• At 9:29 p.m., officers were dispatched to Hilton Garden Inn in reference 
to a domestic disturbance. An investigation was conducted.

Feb. 5
• At 6:39 p.m., a student reported their wallet missing in the Student 
Union, and it was later located and returned.

Jean Guidry
STAFF WRITER

With Mardi Gras quickly approaching, 
crime is being discussed as a serious issue 
once again. Here’s what parade goers and 
party animals should know about crime 
in New Orleans and how to remain safe 
during the celebration.

The city of New Orleans remains one 
of the hotspots for crime in the United 
States. Many crime categories are up 
from their 2021 percentage total, such as 
homicides, fatal and non-fatal shootings, 
carjackings and armed robberies.

According to the Metropolitan Crime 
Commission (MCC), homicide rates 
in New Orleans skyrocketed in 2022, 
maintaining the city’s title of murder 
capital of the U.S. The city’s homicide rate 
grew 44% from 2021.

New Orleans has also seen an identical 
increase in armed robberies at 44%, 
according to the MCC. While nonfatal 
shootings have gone down, the city 
has also experienced a 41% increase in 
fatal shootings and a 10% increase in 
carjacking since last year.

The MCC also listed that 397 armed 
robberies, 343 shootings, 218 carjackings 
and 209 homicides have occurred in 
2022.

Among the students spoken to, none 
seem all too interested in traveling to 
New Orleans for any upcoming Mardi 
Gras festivities. Many will either be 
staying local for parades in cities like 
Scott, Church Point, Youngsville and 
Carencro or briefly going home to spend 
time with family and loved ones.

In New Orleans on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
the sidewalks of Bourbon Street were 
jam-packed from about noon to late in 
the night. Preparations for Mardi Gras 
were barely beginning to surface at the 
time.

Bourbon Street, as well as other 
popular New Orleans locations, can 
present the biggest dangers for those 
celebrating in the city. Crimes can 
often occur in large crowds of people, 
especially when the population is 
sporting flashy outfits and consuming 
ounces and ounces of alcohol.

If you should venture onto Bourbon 

Street at any point over the next week, 
some simple safety precautions you 
could take include always keeping a hand 
on your belongings, leaving important 
personal items in your or a friend’s 
vehicle, sticking close to your group 
and maintaining awareness of your 
surroundings.

When leaving personal belongings 
inside a vehicle, it’s best to not leave 
them where they are easily visible. If a 
vehicle has a center console and a glove 
compartment that can be locked, it’s best 
to keep those items in there. Otherwise, 
leaving items in pockets behind the seats, 
under seats and under floor mats are 
reasonable safe spots.

One should take extra caution if 
they own a Kia or a Hyundai, as car 
thefts among those manufacturers have 
skyrocketed recently all over the country. 
According to Missy Wilkinson and Jeff 
Adelson of the New Orleans Advocate, 
several Kias and Hyundais made between 
2010 and 2021 are being stolen due to 
a TikTok trend showing how to unlock 
these vehicles using just a USB cable or a 
screwdriver.

Get the attention of on-scene police 
officers or call 911 if your vehicle has 
been broken into or stolen.

When walking the streets away 
from the bigger crowds, it’s best to not 
walk in areas where you are all alone. 
While being in a massive crowd can be 
dangerous, it’s also important that you 
have a few eye witnesses around you 
should anything happen.

It is also ideal not to accept any 
beverage or substance offered to you 
by a stranger. You can never be sure of 
the contents of the drink or substance 
as it can leave you or someone else in a 
vulnerable state.

Call 911 if you see or hear any 
suspicious or harmful activity going on 
or let the police on scene handle the 
situation. If you suspect that a crime is 
about to occur or already occurring and 
you’ve done everything you can to help, 
it’s best to leave the scene as soon as 
possible.

Leaving a certain location or going 
home is a much better option than 
potentially being a victim of a crime or, 
worst case scenario, death.

Rising crime rates prior 
to Mardi Gras for NOLA

Photo by Lena Foster

Danger sign found on UL Lafayette campus.
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Candy Gettridge
FOOD REVIEWER

Founded in 1718, New Orleans was 
the first designated capital of Louisiana. 
The very first Mardi Gras parade held 
in New Orleans was said to have taken 
place in the early 1800s. 

The tradition expanded so greatly that 
it became synonymous with the city and 
celebrated amongst the residents of New 
Orleans and beyond those of French or 
Catholic heritage. The phrase “Laissez 
les bons temps rouler,” which translates 
to “Let the good times roll” in French, 
became the slogan of Mardi Gras 
celebrations. 

Throughout Acadiana, Cajuns 
celebrate Courir de Mardi Gras. Courir 
de Mardi Gras, meaning “Fat Tuesday 
Run” in French, is a traditional Mardi 
Gras event that takes place on Mardi 
Gras day, which is the Tuesday before 
Ash Wednesday. 

Since Mardi Gras is the last day 
before Lent, celebrants eat and drink 
heavily, dance, attend parades and dress 
in Mardi Gras-themed clothing and 
accessories, which consist of masks and 
costumes. The last parades are seen and 
celebrations come to an end with the 
Meeting of the Courts, more locally 
recognized as the Rex Ball. 

King cake, also known as the three 
kings cake, is a cake associated with 
Mardi Gras celebrations. King cake 
is usually made from brioche dough, 
baked in an oval shape, filled with 
cinnamon, and coated with purple, 
green and gold glaze, which represent 
the theme colors of Mardi Gras. 

One interesting fact about these 
colors is that each one holds a specific 
meaning. Purple represents justice, 
green represents faith and gold 
represents power. In its entirety, king 
cake is a symbol of faith. 

Although I’ve had the pleasure of 
enjoying different king cakes around the 
Lafayette area, I do believe that Rickey 
Meche’s Donut King has by far the best. 

Imagine biting into a warm piece of 
cake oozing with sweet bavarian cream 
filling. What about cream cheese? Or 
chocolate? Rickey Meche’s Donut King 
has a variety of fillings to choose from, 
and of course, the option of no filling at 
all. 

 Rickey Meche’s Donut King is a small, 
down-home feeling bakery. The pleasant 
aroma of freshly baked donuts fill the 
air. The staff were very friendly and 
welcoming. The space is limited, so it is 
not the best place to dine. 

Rickey Meche’s Donut King offers 
an ample amount of delicious pastries 
to choose from. You can order from a 
variety of fillings of donuts, donut holes, 
cake donuts, kolaches and king cake. 

Other pastries such as eclairs, 
cinnamon twists, apple fritters, 
cinnamon rolls and beignets are also 
offered. Pastries are reasonably priced 
with everything ranging between $1 – 
$3, however, I would consider the king 
cakes to be on the pricier side. Mini 
cakes are $17.30, small cakes are $28.14, 
medium cakes are $34.65 and large cakes 
are $45.49.

For this review, I decided to order a 
mini king cake with strawberry cream 
cheese filling. This cake was so soft and 
moist. The sweet, delectable flavor of 
strawberry cream cheese filled every 
bite. I really enjoyed the crunchiness of 
the sprinkled topping throughout each 
piece. 

Although I was hesitant about 
trying this filling, as I am not a fan 
of strawberry, this cake was very 
delicious, and earned one of the highest 
recommendations from me for king cake 
flavors. 

My overall experience with Rickey 
Meche’s Donut King was amazing. The 
bakery itself was very tidy. The customer 
service was very inviting. I was quickly 
serviced and waited no longer than 
5 – 7 minutes for my order. I would 
recommend pre-ordering cakes, as wait 
times and availability can vary during 
the Mardi Gras season. 

Rickey Meche’s Donut King has six 
different locations in the Acadiana area. 
I visited one of the Lafayette locations 
at the address: 402 Guilbeau Road in 
Lafayette. Make sure to top off the Mardi 

Gras season with some delicious king 
cake this year. This delicacy is definitely 
the sweetest of Mardi Gras traditions.

What is the Mardi Gras season 
without a delicious King Cake?

Ellie Moore
NEWS WRITER

Mardi Gras is a prevalent holiday in 
the state of Louisiana. Cities across the 
state celebrate in their own unique ways 
making Louisiana packed with culture.

Mardi Gras is a time of celebration 
rooted in living in excess before the start 
of Lenten season. The goal of Mardi Gras 
is to have a good time, eat good food 
and be with friends and family.

Madi Naquin, a sophomore majoring 
in speech pathology at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, shared how her 
appreciation for Mardi Gras in Lafayette 

grew as she got older.
“As a kid, Mardi Gras was the season 

that I knew was here by the Meche’s 
king cake on the counter,” Naquin said. 
“As I got older, not only did I appreciate 
Mardi Gras more for just the Meches, 
I began to see how Lafayette fosters 
such great hospitality especially around 
the Mardi Gras season and I’m beyond 
proud to be from a place that does just 
that.”

King cake is a big part of Mardi Gras 
and many debate over who has the best 
king cake. The cakes have their roots in 
religion. The babies found in each cake 
represent baby Jesus, hence the “king.” 

The reason for the cake being a ring 
isn’t clear, but there are two stories with 
popular belief. Some say it represents 
the unity of faith, and others say it’s 
supposed to represent the path of the 
three kings to find baby Jesus. 

Jaci Lynch, a junior majoring in 
mathematics from Berwick shared their 
experience from their hometown.

“My town’s Mardi Gras wasn’t super 
large, but they always had a monkey 
float that would throw moon pies and 
whole bunches of bananas.” 

Kaleen Freerksen, a freshman from 
Houma majoring in psychology, shared 
some of her childhood memories of the 

holiday.
“Mardi Gras filled the streets. I had an 

uncle who lived down the parade route 
and from the front road, I could stand 
on the truck and catch beads.” Freerksen 
continued, “One of my most fondest 
memories of Mardi Gras was getting 
lifted on my dad’s shoulders as I waved 
viciously to catch the attention of the 
floats. Mardi Gras will always live with 
me.” 

Mardi Gras is something most people 
from Louisiana grow up with, and 
therefore it’s a part of them; whether it’s 
a big part or small, those memories stay 
with you.

Reagan Richey, a freshman majoring 
in nursing from Lafayette has ridden 
in the Church Point parade for the past 
three years.

“Church Point Mardi Gras has a 
traditional aspect to it with things like 
the chicken chase that happens before 
the parade every year, where people 
dressed in loud costumes, run around 
chasing chickens, to then get on a horse 
and ride to their next destination,” 
Richey said.

Richey also shared that there is a huge 
party aspect to the parade as well.

 “Church point is known for being an 
incredibly high energy chaotic parade 
and having experienced it first hand, I 
can attest that this loud, fun, chaos is felt 
from both the people in the floats and 
on the ground,” Richey said.

Emma Blanchard, a senior psychology 
major from Baton Rouge, believes the 
Spanish Town parade is a big part of the 
Baton Rouge Mardi Gras culture.

“Spanishtown and St. Patrick’s Day 
parades are two of my favorites of all 
time. As I get older, I like to go to these 
two and visit home! Spanishtown shows 
the more flamboyant, raunchy and 
unfiltered side of Baton Rouge.”

Mardi Gras is a high-energy holiday 
across the state of Louisiana and is 
heavily anticipated by many people 
because of the parades, king cake and 
time with family and friends.

What the Mardi Gras season looks 
like in towns throughout Louisiana

Photo by Malik Jones

King cake from Rickey Meche’s Donut King.

Photo by Ellie Moore

People reaching for beads at the Rio parade in Downtown Lafayette.
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Katherine Frazer
NEWS WRITER

After experiencing slowdowns in 
sales from COVID-19 restrictions, local 
businesses are experiencing record sales 
of Mardi Gras items.

Craig Spadoni, the owner of Beads 
Galore and More and Bead Busters and 
Float Rentals, said that customers are no 
longer concerned about COVID-19 and 
are ready to celebrate Mardi Gras. 

Spadoni said that after most 
restrictions were lifted in 2022, he saw a 
major increase in sales when compared 
to previous years. 

“Last year, sales went through the 
roof,” Spadoni said. “People were ecstatic 
that we were having Mardi Gras.”

This year, Spadoni is reporting record 
sales. He said that he can report much 
higher sales this year than he could at 
the same time in 2022 and is selling out 
of stock.

Spadoni said that he noticed people 
were starting to prepare for Mardi Gras 
and buy related items in the fall, which 
is not typical. Customers are looking 
forward to celebrating. 

“People are not even thinking about 
COVID,” Spadoni said. “I never thought 
that this was going to happen again.” 

Eli Tate, the owner of Gambino’s 
Bakery, is experiencing similar patterns 
in the sale of king cakes. 

After a noticeable shift in king cake 
sales over the course of the pandemic, 
things are finally starting to return to 
normal. 

Tate said that during the height of 
the pandemic in 2021, Mardi Gras gave 
people something to look forward to. 

Although large gatherings and parades 
were not occurring, people continued to 
buy king cakes. 

“Although sales for the year were 
down, when it came to Mardi Gras, our 
sales of our king cakes were actually up,” 
Tate said. “I think a lot of it had to do 
with people reaching and grasping for 
something to celebrate.”

Tate said that in 2021, they did not 
have corporate sales representatives 
come in to buy king cakes. Typically, 
sales representatives would come in, 

purchase a king cake and bring it 
to customers, but that halted with a 
majority of people working from home. 
He said that sales to individuals rose as 
a result. 

“We actually saw an increase in sales 
during the Mardi Gras season the 
year after COVID, and then each year 
subsequently we have seen an increase in 
sales,”  Tate said. 

For the first time since the pandemic, 
Tate said that he can report an increase 
in sales to customers from other states. 

Prior to the pandemic, tourists would 
often come to Acadiana to celebrate 
Mardi Gras and purchase a king cake, 
but those occurrences happened 
infrequently over the last few years.

This year, sales to out-of-state visitors 
are back to normal, and people are 
excited to travel with king cakes and to 
send them to others in different places 
across the country. 

Customers this year are excited about 
Mardi Gras, and the heightened sales 
businesses are experiencing reflects that.

Lafayette’s Mardi Gras festival 
turns Cajun Field into a fairground
Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Le Festival de Mardi Gras a Lafayette 
returns to Cajun Field this year, bringing 
with it live music, food, carnival rides 
and games.

The festival will take place from 
Feb. 17-21, turning Cajun Field into a 
fairground for the festival.

Various musical artists and bands will 
play on the live stage over the course 
of the festival. Highlights include 2023 
Grammy nominee Nathan Williams and 
the Zydeco Cha Chas, MacKenzie Bourg, 
Clay Cormier and many more. The full 
list of performers can be found on the 
Greater Southwest Louisiana Mardi Gras 
Association’s website.

One of the standouts for food at the 
festival is uniquely flavored king cakes. 
Though they’ll have typical flavors of 

king cake, they’ll also have options like 
jambalaya and boudin king cakes.

Other options for food include fried 
ribs, cracklins, pulled pork sandwiches, 
typical carnival food like cotton candy 
and funnel cakes and more.

All of the Mardi Gras parades will also 
be coming through the festival grounds, 
starting with the first night of the festival 
on Friday, Feb. 17 and finishing on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21. Sunday, Feb 19, is the 
only day without a parade.

A variety of carnival rides will be 
available as well. On the Friday, Sunday 
and Monday of the festival, an all-day 
wristband is available for $30 per person, 
allowing for an unlimited number of 
rides for one day.

The director of the Le Festival de 
Mardi Gras a Lafayette this year is Chris 
Foreman, who’s been putting together 
and directing the festival each year since 

2016. Foreman shared how much he 
looks forward to putting together the 
festival, despite the amount of work it 
takes.

“Every year I look forward to this. It 
really is fun, family friendly, especially 
during the day. And then at night it gets 
to be, you know, a party,” Foreman said.

Parking is available at Cajun Field, 
which will be patrolled by uniformed 
officers. Though entering the festival is 
free, parking at Cajun Field costs $20. 
Foreman said that, with rising prices for 
security and other expenses, they have to 
charge in order to keep the festival going 
for the years to come.

Foreman added that the organization 
and event are both nonprofits, and the 
money raised from the festival goes to 
the Greater Southwest Louisiana Mardi 
Gras Association, which organizes 
and coordinates the various parades in 

Lafayette each year, and works to keep 
Mardi Gras alive in the city.

“Without this event, the fate of Mardi 
Gras would be drastically changed, 
where right now we have six parades, 
we would likely only have a couple,” 
Foreman said. “So you know that’s the 
importance of this event. It’s really 
appreciated that people come out and 
support the festival. And it’s for the 
city of Lafayette, if you want to keep 
Lafayette’s Mardi Gras alive and well.”

The festival begins Feb. 17 at 5 p.m. 
until 11 p.m. It’s open from 12 p.m. to 11 
p.m. from Feb. 18-20, and from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Feb. 21.

Further information on the festival, 
including the live music schedule and 
details on the various parades, can 
be found on the Greater Southwest 
Louisiana Mardi Gras Association’s 
website.

Local businesses experience 
increased sales this Mardi Gras 

Photo by Malik Jones

Parade participants walking with octopus costume at Mardi Gras Parade La Canailias.

Photo byMalik Jones

Mardi Gras beads hanging in a tree along East St. Mary Boulevard.
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SportsSports

Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

Around this time of the year, 
millions come to New Orleans to 
celebrate Mardi Gras. It’s a celebration 
that Louisiana as a state prides itself 
on because, while other states and 
locations celebrate Fat Tuesday, the 
Pelican State is often associated with 
the sounds of bands performing as 
they walk down the street with floats 
containing costumed people throwing 
beads and goodies for paradegoers 
behind metal barricades.

The same culture can be found in 
the New Orleans Pelicans. For the 
2022-23 season, they introduced a 
purple uniform set — called “City” 
uniforms by the NBA — meant to be 
alternates to the red and blue ones we 
are accustomed to seeing. 

With three stripes on the front of the 
jersey and three stripes on the side of 
the purple shorts, the “City” uniform 
consists of the three colors associated 
with Mardi Gras: purple, gold, and 
green. According to many NBA pundits 
and fans, they are some of the better 
alternative uniform sets in the league. 
However, one question remains: Is the 
uniform set affecting the Pelicans’ play?

It is often said that to play good, 
one must look good. However, in the 
five games that the Pelicans have worn 
their “City” uniforms as of Feb. 11, 
the results have been mostly negative 
in terms of winning. The Pelicans are 
1–5 with their “City” uniforms, with 
their lone win coming against the 
Atlanta Hawks on Feb. 7, 116-107. For 

those keeping track at home, that’s a 
winning percentage of .142, which is 
not noteworthy. 

Their team stats also take a slight but 
noticeable dip. In the 2022-23 season, 
the Pelicans are shooting 48% from the 
field, which is 11th in the NBA as of 
Feb. 12. However, in the six games in 
which they wear purple, the Pelicans 
only shoot 45% from the field. In the 
long-range department, the Pelicans 
shoot 34.4% from beyond the arc when 
wearing purple, which is average. 
However, by comparison, New Orleans 
usually hits 3-pointers at a rate of 
35.7% across all uniform combinations. 

As for scoring points, the Pelicans 
also come up short. Over the course 
of their five nights wearing “City” 
uniforms, they averaged 104 points 
per game, significantly less than their 
115.3 points-per-game average this 
season. Their opponents scored 111.5 
points per game in these games, which 
is less than the 113.6 average that 
New Orleans allows, but the point 
differential sees a shift from two points 
in the Pelicans’ favor to -7.5 in their 
opponents’ favor. This is a 9.5-point 
shift.

So why do the Pelicans play so 
poorly when donning the colors of 
Mardi Gras? Sure, it may be because 
they’re playing talented squads with 
limited players, but even then that 
argument is somewhat flimsy. Players 
get hurt often in New Orleans it seems, 
but the Pelicans still persevere and 
perform well without their stars. Is 
there a psychological aspect to the 
purple jerseys that cause the team in 

the Crescent City to underperform, or 
is it something else that plagues the 
franchise to lose when they wear their 
purple jersey ? 

These are questions we may not 
know the answer to, but one answer 
remains clear: the New Orleans 
Pelicans, to increase their odds of 

performing well and 
winning basketball 
games, should do their 
best to avoid using their 
“City” uniforms for the 
2022-23 season to have 
any possible chance at the 
postseason.

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion

Editor’s notes: how did the Cajuns Editor’s notes: how did the Cajuns 
lose back-to-back games?lose back-to-back games?
Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

The Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns men’s 
basketball team lost their conference-
best record and their 10-game winning 
streak with a pair of gutting losses last 
week against the Southern Miss Golden 
Eagles and the Troy Trojans. The Cajuns 
had finished off a four-game home stand 
with a win on Senior Day, Feb. 4, over 
the Marshall Thundering Herd with 
a comfortable 10-point win to extend 
their win streak to 10 games.

Then, on Feb. 9, the team traveled 
to Hattiesburg, Mississippi to play the 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles, who 
matched the Cajuns’ 10–2 conference 
record. They were on a seven-game 
win streak of their own, and over 
8,000 Eagles fans showed out, further 
underscoring the importance of the 
matchup. 

The Cajuns and Eagles kept pace with 
each other early, but back-to-back scores 
courtesy of Jordan Brown helped build 
a 10-point lead for the Cajuns with four 
minutes to go in the first half. The team 

survived a mini-cold stretch to finish 
the half up 38–33, but the same Eagles’ 
shooting threats that had kept them 
in so many games showed up again 
Thursday. A Felipe Haase 3-pointer with 
nine minutes to go put the Eagles up by 
seven and firmly out of reach, and the 
game would end 82–71.

Brown led all scorers in the game, 
etching 25 points on 61% true shooting 
to go along with eight rebounds. Themus 
Fulks was a positive force on offense 
with 19 points, four rebounds and four 
assists. The Cajuns outrebounded the 
Eagles 41–30 and grabbed 17 offensive 
boards, but effort wasn’t what lost the 
game.

36.9% from the field and 2–15 from 
three as a team won’t cut it against a 
team as talented as Southern Miss. 
Assists are points too, and the Cajuns 
only managed to scrounge up six of 
them, less than half their usual amount. 
The pressure to convert every play is 
enormous of course, but if they had 
controlled the pace as much as the 
possession totals indicated and relied on 
what got them here in the first place, the 
game was totally winnable for Louisiana.

Then, on Saturday, Feb. 11, the Cajuns 
faced the Troy Trojans. Remember 
three weeks ago when the Trojans 
routed those poor Louisiana-Monroe 
Warhawks? Turns out they still had 
more left in the tank for Louisiana 
teams.

It was bizarre to witness: the Cajuns 
again kept pace with the opponent and 
led by five at the half, but at the same 
spot as last time, with around eight 
minutes to go, senior Nelson Phillips 
scored a layup to put the Trojans up by 
six. The Cajuns went ice cold, while the 
Trojans poured on 24 more points to 
end the game 80–65.

The Trojans offense was driven by 

two players — 
Zay Williams and 
Philips accounted for 
more than half of their 
team’s points (49!) on 
77% true shooting, 17 
rebounds, and six steals. 
In contrast, Brown and 
Williams only managed 
23 points on 8–16 from 
the field and eight 
rebounds, production 
that each of these stars 
should easily put up 
themselves. At least the 
Cajuns made an effort 
to incorporate more 
looks from three into 
this game, going 7–26 for 
a more respectable rate 
than Thursday’s game.

So what did we learn 
from these losses? First: 
The lack of consistent 
3-point specialists on the 
roster is going to have 
to be coached around 
in a very specific way. 
Hopefully, Bob Marlin 
and his staff are up to the 
challenge. Second: the 
defense has to key in 
on hot players quicker 
and make someone else 
miss. Finally: Jordan 
Brown has to continue 
to be the star that 
he’s been. He has to 
use his creativity on 
offense and grow as a 
playmaker. Only then 
can this Cajuns squad 
become the best 
version of itself and 
the best team in the 
Sun Belt.

Photo by Sean Gardner

New Orleans Pelicans’ Trey Murphy III (#25) throws down a two-
handed jam at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, on Feb. 10.

Photo by Boyd Daniels

 Forward Jordan Brown (#21) during a win over Marshall on Feb. 4.

A statistics deep dive: the NOLAA statistics deep dive: the NOLA 
NBA Pelicans’ purple problemNBA Pelicans’ purple problem
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Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

Let the good times roll and try to find 
the baby in the king cake because it is 
that time of year: Mardi Gras! This is a 
holiday that only happens in the great 
state of Louisiana where the historical 
and traditional context of it is its 
masks, carriages and horseback, but the 
Louisianaian context is beads, king cakes, 
floats and of course, the infamous colors 
of purple, gold and green. 

One thing people cannot deny is when 
it is Mardi Gras season, you will never 
be bored, especially if you live in the 
great city of New Orleans. Although the 
holiday originated in medieval Europe, 
it gained popularity in the city way 
down on the river. I mean, there’s the 
endless parades, festivals, and let’s not 
even get into Bourbon Street.

You can feel Louisiana come to life 
after the random cold, wintry days 
that are extremely rare since all we 
get is humidity here. It is a breath 
of fresh air to see Louisianaians 
joyous and in celebration since 

the state is always at the bottom 
of almost every ranking of 

living. Regardless, this year 
in late February will have 

everyone on their feet.
Another thing 

people cannot deny 
is that you will get 
the chance to dance 
the night away. 

In terms, New Orleans is the New York 
of Louisiana during Mardi Gras. On 
the regular, the city never sleeps, but 
during Mardi Gras, consider NOLA an 
insomniac. People can come home at 6 
a.m. the next day just to turn around and 
do it all again.

Although the daytime hours of Mardi 
Gras have kids getting royalty treatment 
with the toys from the float, once it hits 
after hours, the kids better be put up to 
bed. Not only will you see the best/worst 
kinds of theatrics in people, but it is 
guaranteed, much like every other party, 
that the go-to afterparty shot is Waffle 
House.

In the midst of the Fat Tuesday 
shenanigans, there are many reasons 

why this is one of the most anticipated, 
freeing events of the year. According to 
National Today, “Mardi Gras is when we 
let our hair down. You can do any goofy 
thing and everyone will cheer you on. Put 
on your most outrageous costume and 
boogie. Wear a tutu, don a headdress, 
or maybe just put on a lampshade and 
dance on a table. It’s all good. That’s the 
spirit of Mardi Gras!”

New Orleans also wrote “There’s 
so much to celebrate during Carnival 
season, where locals rule and visitors 
are more than welcome to join in on 
the fun. On the weekends leading up to 
Fat Tuesday, parades roll all over town. 
Spectators gasp at the colossal Endymion 
floats and delight in the political satire 

of Krewe du Vieux. There’s something to 
do during every week of the Mardi Gras 
season.

Whether you are a native or a tourist, 
Mardi Gras is that one special holiday 
where there is genuine fun and leisure to 
celebrate what makes Louisiana unique 
above anything else. To conduct such a 
celebratory carnival in the city that has 
endured tragedies like Hurricane Katrina 
truly encapsulates the justice, power and 
faith symbolized in the infamous colors. 

Even if 364 days of your years are not 
the best, there is one day in the Boot 
where life is problem-free. From a fellow 
Louisianaian to you, celebrate this day 
and be someone who spreads nothing but 
joy. Most importantly, have fun!

Louisiana’s most festive time of year

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

It’s going to take some time to get 
used to, especially in Louisiana, but 

former New Orleans Saints coach Sean 
Payton will be sporting a different visor 
in 2023 after becoming the new head 
coach of the Denver Broncos.

The trade, finalized on Jan. 31, sends 
Payton and a future third-round pick to 
Denver and a 2023 first-round pick and 
2024 second-round pick to New Orleans, 
per NFL Network Insider Ian Rapoport 
via Twitter.

All three parties involved received 
sufficient compensation, with Denver 
getting a massive upgrade at head 
coach, New Orleans acquiring premier 
draft picks and Payton receiving a fresh 
start after spending a year away from 
coaching.

There is one other party indirectly 
involved who could benefit greatly from 
this deal.

Payton’s name has already been linked 
to Kansas City Chiefs quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes once before. In 
multiple television appearances and 
interviews, most recently on “The Herd 
with Colin Cowherd,” Payton waxed 
lyrical about Mahomes’ talent and how 

close his former team was to 
selecting him early in the 2017 
NFL Draft.

Since being selected 
tenth overall by the Chiefs 

in 2017 and starting his first 
game the final week of his 
rookie year, Mahomes has 
rapidly and firmly 
established himself as the 

sport’s preeminent quarterback. 
Mahomes won his second NFL MVP 

Award on Thursday, Feb. 9 and appeared 
in his third Super Bowl in five years 
three days later against the Philadelphia 
Eagles.

Neither Mahomes nor the Chiefs were 
involved in the Payton trade, yet it could 

cause a significant ripple throughout the 
rest of his playing career.

Payton was traded to the AFC West, 
the same division featuring Mahomes 
and Kansas City. For however long 
Denver decides to retain Payton, the 
Broncos will play Mahomes and the 
Chiefs at least twice a season with the 
possibility of at third meeting in the 
playoffs.

A quick glance at Mahomes’ track 
record against AFC West opponents 
will familiarize you with the Chiefs’ 
dominance over the last six seasons. 
Mahomes is 27–3 against AFC West 
opponents, sweeping his division twice 
over that span. Mahomes also has a 
laughably incredible 16–0 record against 
divisional opponents on the road, per 
StatMuse.

Mahomes hasn’t taken advantage of an 
easy division either. Reminiscent of the 
AFC East during Tom Brady’s 20-year 
run with the New England Patriots, the 
AFC West has consistently loaded up on 
talent to try and dethrone Mahomes.

Kansas City has faced prominent 
quarterbacks Phillip Rivers, Russell 
Wilson and Justin Herbert, ferocious 
pass rushers Von Miller, Joey Bosa and 
Khalil Mack, and elite offensive weapons 
Keenan Allen, Austin Ekeler and Davante 
Adams. No assortment of talent has been 
able to stop Mahomes and the Chiefs.

Payton is an illustrious NFL coach. 
In his 15-year stint with the Saints, 
Payton won Super Bowl XLIV while 
also revitalizing the career of future Hall 
of Fame quarterback Drew Brees. The 
Saints are top five in the league in wins 
since 2006 under Payton’s leadership. 
Many of those games were also won with 
less - talented quarterbacks like Teddy 
Bridgewater, Taysom Hill and Trevor 
Siemian.

After the 2021 football season, Payton 
decided to step away from his head 
coaching position with New Orleans. 
He spent a year working as a broadcast 
personality and NFL analyst with Fox.

In Payton’s only meeting with 
Mahomes and the Chiefs in 2020, his 
Saints team fell to Kansas City 32–29. 
This was yet another road victory for 
Mahomes, giving him a 1–0 record 
against Payton.

There’s few who doubt Denver will 
succeed under Payton. Whether or not 
they’ll have success against Mahomes 
and Kansas City is a different question. 
If Kansas City were to continue 
dominating the AFC West like they have, 
it’ll do nothing but bolster the already 
impressive resume of the two-time NFL 

All-Pro quarterback.
Should Mahomes and the Chiefs 

continue stacking wins against the 
Broncos’ new Super Bowl-winning 
coach-quarterback tandem – Wilson 
won Super Bowl XLVIII with the Seattle 
Seahawks in 2014 –, it’ll further cement 
Kansas City’s signal caller as one of the 
rarest talents to throw a football.

Whether future NFL seasons play out 
in the Chiefs’ quarterback’s favor or vice 
versa, this trade will ultimately have an 
effect on the career of both Payton and 
Mahomes.

The biggest trade for Kansas The biggest trade for Kansas 
City is the one they didn’t makeCity is the one they didn’t make

Photo by Max Becherer/NOLA.com

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (#15) fist bumps New Orleans 
Saints head coach Sean Payton (right) before a game on Dec. 20, 2020 in the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans.

Allons

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson
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Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

Growing up in Louisiana, I have 
always been closely intertwined with 
the concept of Mardi Gras for a long 
time now. From attending parades from 
the back of my grandpa’s truck bed to 
pigging out on decadent, cream cheese 
filled king cake, I have been deeply 
connected to this holiday for as long as 
I can remember.

However, I never really thought 
to consider what Mardi Gras itself 
meant. Not to mention the abundance 
of symbols it is chock full of, just as 
Valentine’s Day is to hearts or Easter 
is to bunnies. After all, the enjoyment 
was all in the celebration, not learning 
about history. This is especially true of 
my mindset as a child; who wants to 
learn when there’s cake to be had and 
beads to be caught?

Thankfully now that I am older, 
I think it is important to learn as 
much about history as you can. I 
have a newfound appreciation for it, 

particularly for the history behind 
holidays and what their symbolism 
means. 

When you think of Mardi Gras, what 
are the most prevalent symbols that 
come to mind? There are quite a few, 
notably the colors purple, gold and 
green of course. One that immediately 
pops up for me, though, are masks. No, 
not medical masks, but the “Carnevale” 
masks adorning the faces of parade-
goers. 

A wide array of holidays also 
have masks at the forefront of their 
traditions, such as Dia de Los Muertos, 
Lunar New Year and Halloween. So 
what makes Mardi Gras masks all that 
different? 

For one, they are used to make 
people fully blend into the crowds and 
immerse or envelop everyone in the 
spirit of the holiday. No matter who you 
are behind the mask, you can unleash 
your inhibitions and not worry about 
the simple things for a day. 

In fact, it is even required to remain 
in a mask and costume while in a Mardi 

Gras parade or as part of the krewe in 
some areas of Louisiana. It makes the 
experience even more immersive and 
raises the stakes of each celebration.

This really is not something 
completely original, though. Despite 
the Cajun spin on the tradition, 
wearing masks to seamlessly merge 
yourself into the crowds is also heavily 
emphasized during the Carnival of 
Venice. Venetian masks are some of 
the most popular and recognizable, 
and it is obvious that Mardi Gras draws 
inspiration from them.

There are even entire stores in 
Louisiana dedicated to masks, most 
notable of which being Maskarade in 
New Orleans. Located only a minute 
away from the St. Louis Cathedral, it is 
home to a huge selection of Mardi Gras 
masks. 

Even more important than the selling 
of a product, these masks were a key 
component throughout Louisiana’s 
history, of course. You can only imagine 
this southern state in the 19th century 
and the even more prevalent presence 

of white supremacy and segregation. 
While wearing masks, people of any 

race (especially Black Louisianians 
forced to work on the plantations of 
southern aristocracy) could be just as 
absorbed into Mardi Gras and those of 
lower social class could acquire food 
too. 

Masks may be seen as secretive and 
mysterious to some for these reasons, 
but I believe that they only enhance 
the adventure that is a Mardi Gras 
celebration. They allow us to free 
ourselves from our identities that may 
be dragging us down, and let us assume 
a different one. 

Even if it is only for a day, Mardi 
Gras and the masks that come along 
with it are both important parts of 
Louisianaian culture that define our 
state. After all, we have to make a name 
for ourselves too. With just one look at 
the purple, gold and green of a Mardi 
Gras mask, Louisiana is recognized.

Graphic by Ava Blanchard

The meaning behind Mardi Gras’ The meaning behind Mardi Gras’ 
most defining symbol: the maskmost defining symbol: the mask

Marching through Fat Tuesday,Marching through Fat Tuesday,
one note and a few miles at a timeone note and a few miles at a time
Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

Mardi Gras season for me has always 
been different. I have marched in my 
hometown’s Mardi Gras parades since I 
was in seventh grade. Marching bands in 
the local school district would get paid to 
march in the parades. 

I always loved parade days. No matter 
how tired I was the day before, I always 
pushed myself to go. I think I loved the 
adrenaline it gave me. The entire process 
was fun to me. 

Before we even got dressed, my 
bandmates and I would blast music at 
school. This party would continue on 
the band bus ride towards our parade 
location. The air on parade days would 
feel almost electric. 

As we would wait for the floats to get 
going, we would dance to the float’s music 
and catch the beads being thrown at us. 
I always liked the anxious and exciting 
feeling before we rolled out.  

The parade route itself was what 
sometimes made me nervous. Anything 
could happen during the parade route, 

from a drunk person throwing a beer at 
floats causing them to crash into light 
poles to even meeting a famous person. 

I became an expert at marching 
parades. After so many parades of 
chapped lips and broken reeds, I learned 
my lesson. I knew to always wear a 
breathable long sleeve underneath, 
bring chapstick and an extra reed and 
mouthpiece. 

The route was also familiar. The 
beginning was parents with their kids, 
quiet and calm. The longer and further 
we went, the drunker and crazier it was. 
By the time we would reach the end, there 
would be swarms of police and railings 
around. 

Marching about 18 miles every 
weekend is not for the faint of heart. No, 
I’m serious; we literally had to be in good 
health to even attempt to march. I vividly 
remember people falling face first on the 
concrete floor because they locked their 
knees. That is a big no-no in marching 
band as it restricts blood flow. 

My legs would become numb at the 
two-hour mark, and my feet would stop 
hurting five hours in. It was torture; 

I would wobble onto the bus, back to 
school, fall asleep in my bed and wake up 
to my feet cramping. 

But I liked winning, and so did my 
bandmates. That is the sole reason we 
would wake up the next day and march 
another six hour parade. And I loved 
every single second of it. It weirdly felt 
less painful knowing my friends and I 
were in pain together.

I knew how to manage my time and 
save my energy for the competitions 
and the fun section of the crowd. 
Parades weren’t just for fun; they were a 
competition between the bands, and to 
see who would be crowned that parade’s 
champion. 

We were told to save our energy for the 
judges, and that we did. The other schools 
around mine were very “elegant” and 
played at perfect volume and pitch. Mine 
did the opposite.

We wore neon glow sticks, Mardi Gras 
beads on our shoulders and decorated 
our instruments with lights. People knew 
who we were, and when we were coming. 
It also helped that we loved to play pop 
songs very loudly.

My marching band was a corps style 
band, not a show band. So that’s why the 
other corps style bands did not join us in 
being loud and extra. No offense to them, 
but that’s exactly why they never won. 

We broke the rules and decided to give 
people a show. Before I joined my high 
school band, the parade competitions 
judged on how students roll stepped and 
the overall tone sounded. Boring! 

But then a new competition was put 
into place that judged bands on their 
showmanship and creativity. We thrived 
in this. We threw candy, we danced, we 
threw beads, we showed them that bands 
don’t have to stand in neat lines and play 
boring music. 

We won every year, and I miss it very 
dearly. I will most likely never march 
another parade, and I have to come to 
terms with that. My Mardi Gras memories 
from now on will be different, but I 
will always remember the best parts of 
marching band forever.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Ann Soileau
ALLONS WRITER

It is that time of the year again! A 
time for parades, beads and all the king 
cake you can eat! Mardi Gras seems to 
be every Louisianian’s favorite holiday, 
but what is Mardi Gras, anyway?

Mardi Gras, which translates from 
French as “Fat Tuesday,” was originally a 
pagan holiday that celebrated spring and 
fertility. It then evolved into a Christian 
holiday that commemorates the last 
day of feasting and revelry before Ash 
Wednesday and the season of Lent. This 
was the last day for people to use up 
and eat their meat and animal products 
before the 40-day fasting period began. 

Although the most popular 
celebrations take place in Brazil and 
Louisiana, Mardi Gras can actually 
be traced back to the medieval times 
in places like Rome, Venice and other 
places with a heavy Roman Catholic 
population. 

Today, Mardi Gras is celebrated 
around the world as the last day of the 
Carnival season in places such as Italy, 
France, Germany, Russia and many 
more. Although every place celebrates 
differently, these Carnival celebrations 
are roughly the same in nature, with 
big parades, parties and lots of food 
and drinks. For the most part, these 

celebrations also have a long history of 
feasting before fasting. 

Mardi Gras made its way over to the 
United States with Pierre Le Moyne 
Sieur d’Iberville in 1699 and the 
establishment of Point du Mardi Gras, 
which was named for the holiday it was 
established on. Mardi Gras became a 
state-wide holiday in Louisiana in 1875, 
when Governor Warmoth signed the 
“Mardi Gras Act.” There are two main 
styles of Mardi Gras of celebration in 
Louisiana: New Orleans and Courir de 
Mardi Gras. 

The first time Mardi Gras was really 
celebrated in the United States was 
in 1703, at Fort Louis de la Mobile, a 
Louisiana territory that later became 
present-day Mobile, Alabama. These 
celebrations weren’t very organized, and 
in New Orleans in 1875, the drunken, 
chaotic party-goers almost caused Mardi 
Gras celebrations to be banned. 

Fortunately, that same year, the 
Cowbellion de Rakin Society, who 
would form the Mystick Krewe of 
Comus, gave us the New Orleans-styled 
Mardi Gras celebrations that we are 
familiar with today. 

This style focuses on a societal 
celebration, with parades, gatherings 
and balls, which would later serve as 
a model for the Mardi Gras balls we 
know today. The Mystick Krewe held a 

parade to combat the disorderly, violent 
nature of the previous celebrations. 
Today, there are over 70 krewes that take 
part in the New Orleans’s Mardi Gras 
parades.

Krewe de Rex is who we can thank 
for the traditional Mardi Gras colors 
of purple, green and gold, which serve 
as representations of justice, faith and 
power, respectively. These colors were 
chosen to honor the Romanov family, 
after Grand Duke Alexis Romanov 
Alexandrovitch was invited by the 
krewe to partake in the Mardi Gras 
celebration. These colors also tie into the 
beads thrown from parades. Whichever 
color of bead you catch signifies what 
trait you receive!

While New Orleans style celebrations 
are a sort of higher society type of 
affair, Courir de Mardi Gras is all 
about mocking nobility and feeding 
the community. Courir de Mardi Gras 
consists of two main traditions: the 
gathering of gumbo ingredients and the 
chicken run. Communities gather in 
costumes and masks, which are a parody 
of the style of dress that nobility wore at 
the time, and make their way through 
neighborhoods, going door to door 
begging for ingredients to make gumbo. 

The second part to this is the chicken 
run, in which the beggars gather at one 
house, and at the capitaine’s command, 

chase a chicken to put in the gumbo. 
This style of Mardi Gras also gives us 
the traditional Mardi Gras costumes and 
the “Le Chanson de Mardi Gras” – the 
traditional begging song of Courir de 
Mardi Gras. 

Once all the ingredients are gathered 
and le pauvre poulet is caught, the 
community comes together and makes 
one big gumbo for everyone to share. 
It may be chaotic at times, but there 
are set rules and boundaries. Plus, it is 
the perfect way to have some fun and 
possibly cause a bit of mischief before 
the season of fasting begins. 

However you celebrate Mardi Gras, 
be smart and be safe! Laissez les bons 
temps rouler!

A crash course of Mardi Gras historyA crash course of Mardi Gras history

Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

Being a native of Louisiana, Mardi 
Gras has always been a big part of my 
life. School gives us breaks on Mardi Gras 
and Ash Wednesday. The consumption 
of king cake is always a highlight for 
me (my favorite is from Meches). Gold, 
green and purple adorn the streets and 
businesses. On every street corner you 
pass, you can see the preparations for the 
upcoming parades.

Some of my most associated memories 
with Mardi Gras come with school 
celebrations. In Pre-K, my class made 
mini floats out of boxes, pattern paper 
and cut up beads. My class, then, walked 
around with the floats in our hands and 
gave out beads like a real Mardi Gras 
parade.

In elementary school, a yearly tradition 
was to decorate masks with fake jewels 
and colored feathers. We would wear 

them during our Mardi Gras parties and, 
of course, we ate king cake.

One year, my family got invited to 
a Mardi Gras ball at the Cajundome 
Convention Center. I remember exactly 
what I wore; it was a purple sleeveless 
dress. The table we sat at had masks as 
the centerpiece, and halfway through 
the ball, they presented the Mardi Gras 
Court. My favorite part about the night 
was when I ate Raising Cane’s after. 

My memories of parades are limited. 
In preparation for this article, I asked my 
father about parades he took me to. He 
informed me that when I was little, he 
would take me to parades, but we would 
always leave early because I am not the 
biggest fan of loud sounds. The one thing 
I have always enjoyed about parades 
though is all the little trinkets you can 
catch. I think I still have some beads and 
plastic footballs lying somewhere in my 
house. 

Now that I am older, I have found 

enjoyment in the holiday again. I went to 
the Krewe of Rio parade recently with my 
friends and actually had a blast. We had 
really good spots on the parade route. 

We survived the chilly air and 
people on floats using beads to play 
target practice. I danced to the music 
blasting from the floats to keep warm. I 
particularly like the part where “Dancing 
Queen” by ABBA was playing. 

By the end of the night, I was weighed 
down with beads and had a bag full of 
light-up glasses and spiky footballs. 

Being at this parade with my friends 
reminded me how much fun it is to 
celebrate the holidays with people. This 
Mardi Gras is my first time celebrating it 
since COVID and the Rio parade is the 
first parade I’ve been to in about 10 years. 

I think the pandemic has put the 
holidays into perspective, especially since 
the more social aspects have been absent 
for the past few years. It has made me 
appreciate the school parties, the king 

cake, my dad taking me to parades, the 
trinkets, and the Mardi Gras ball a lot 
more. 

Also, word of advice, remember 
that you are off on Ash Wednesday; 
don’t accidentally take an Uber to the 
university’s campus thinking you have 
class. Speaking from experience.

A blast from my Mardi Gras pastA blast from my Mardi Gras past

Photo by Mark Ducote

Marie at a Mardi Gras ball with her mother.

Graphic by Sarah Guidry
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“What are your plans for 
Mardi Gras?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Jacob Willis
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  FRESHMAN

“Get fly and have a 
good time.”

Lo
MUSIC BUSINESS  JUNIOR

“I plan on going back 
to Laplace/ New 
Orleans to see my 
family and enjoy the 
parades. I’m  singer 
so I’ll definitely be 
squeezing in a studio 
session or two .”

Gracie
PSYCHOLOGY  FRESHMAN

“I’m gonna head 
back to my city New 
Orleans and wild out 
of course.”

Yves Hamilton
GENERAL STUDIES  SENIOR

“Working at 
Downtown Lafayette 
Legacy Bar during the 
parades.”

Nydiah Queen
PERFORMING ARTS “ACTING”  SOPHOMORE

“I plan to go see my 
family and go to the 
New Orleans parades.”

Hailey Noel
NURSING  SOPHOMORE

“Working and studying 
for upcoming exams.”

COMICCOMIC

Car Line ParadeCar Line Parade

Comic by Lauren Gerald

Graphic by Lauren Gerald
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