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The Roy House is set to open after an 
almost decade-long restoration plan 
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Katherine Frazer
NEWS WRITER

After years of planning and 
renovation, the Roy House is nearly 
open and set to house the Center for 
Louisiana Studies.

The Roy House, located on the corner 
of University Avenue and Johnston 
Street, was originally built in 1901 for 
J. Arthur Roy. The house remained 
under ownership of various members 
of the Roy family until the 1980s when 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
bought the property. While under UL 
Lafayette’s ownership, the house served 
many purposes, holding various offices 
and a fraternity over the years.

The Center for Louisiana Studies, 
currently located in the Edith Garland 
Dupré Library, will move to the Roy 
House later in the spring. Dr. Joshua 
Caffery, the Director of the Center of 
Louisiana Studies said that about 99.9% 
of renovations are complete. After 
acquiring a Certificate of Occupancy, 
furniture that has been donated will 
be moved into the house. Shortly after, 
offices will be established, and the house 
will have its grand opening. 

The Roy House is the oldest building 
currently a part of UL Lafayette’s 
campus, and the only building on 
campus listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places. J. Arthur Roy, the 
original owner of the home, played a role 
in the creation and development of the 
university in the 20th century. 

The first floor of the house will serve 
two purposes: a space for the UL Press to 
be housed, and a space for students and 
patrons to learn and grow. 

Half of the first floor will house the 
UL Press and provide a storefront for 
published works, as well as a room for 
presentations and talks. The proposed 
space will be able to hold almost 50 
people and will serve as a venue for 

events with UL Press and The Center for 
Louisiana Studies at UL Lafayette.

UL Press currently has approximately 
300 books published and publishes 
an additional 10-15 books each year, 
which will be available for purchase at a 
storefront in the house. 

The other half of the first floor will 
serve as a shared space open to the 
public. There will be work spaces for 
students and a seating area where 
students can study or learn more about 
local history and the university.  

Soon, renovations to the backyard will 
begin. Landscaping and construction of 
a gazebo are in the works, and students 
will have access to the backyard after 
renovations are complete. The gazebo 

will eventually hold outdoor events for 
the community and university. 

The Center for Louisiana Studies will 
maintain some of its space in the library 
for archives and storage, but will move 
eight staff members to the Roy House. 

The path for the Roy House’s 
opening has spanned almost a decade. 
Fundraising began shortly after the 
Restore the Roy initiative began. 
Restoration began in April 2022 and is 
expected to be complete soon. 

All funding for renovations of the 
Roy House has come from grants and 
donations. 

Caffery said that the house was 
in fairly extreme disrepair when 
renovations began. The upstairs was 

completely unlivable and much had to 
be done to update the space.

In the process of restoring the house, 
the floor plan has not been changed. 
More intricate repairs, such as the 
original woodwork and tilework of the 
home, were restored keeping the original 
details of the home in mind. 

After restoration of the house is 
complete, the center will be welcoming 
for all students. Caffery said that the 
Roy House will be “accessible to every 
student,” on UL Lafayette’s campus. 

Restorations are expected to be 
completed soon, and the Roy House is 
expected to open later in the spring.

Ellie Moore
NEWS WRITER

The Big Event is taking place March 
25 and focuses on giving back to the 
community of Lafayette. 

Brooke Davenport, the executive 
director of The Big Event, shared the 
event’s mission. 

“The Big Event is one big day on 
campus where all students, different 
organizations and faculty members 
can come together to improve the 
Lafayette community,” Davenport said. 
“It’s our way to give back in any way we 
can.” 

The Big Event focuses on community 
service projects around Lafayette. 
Davenport explained the impact of 
service is much greater with more 
people involved, and that the event has 
been spreading to other campuses.

 According to the Office of First-Year 
Experience’s website, “Participation 
has grown to 12,500 students 
completing more than 1,200 jobs in 
the communities of Bryan and College 
Station. Presently, over 80 Big Events 
occur at universities across the nation.”

Davenport described how Lafayette 
has supported the university, and how 
The Big Event is a way to return the 
favor. 

“Lafayette in general has done so 
much for us as students, especially 
letting us have our campus here, that it’s 
our way to kind of give back,” Davenport 
said.

Students were able to register online 
through a form, which has now closed. 
Students could register as an individual 
or as a group of people in a “flock.” 
If any students are still interested in 
participating in The Big Event, they 

can direct message @ulbigevent on 
Instagram to get in contact with 
someone.

The Big Event’s mascot is the flamingo, 
hence the service groups being flocks. 
The mascot also ties into the awards 
being given out: the golden flamingos.  
Past awards included: the fraternity or 
sorority that had the largest amount of 
student volunteers, the flock with the 
most creative flock name and the student 
organization that had the largest amount 
of student volunteers.

Davenport shared that there will 
be more than just service projects at 
The Big Event for students and other 
participants to enjoy.

“We’ll have food, we’ll have music 
and we have guest speakers. We try to 
make it as fun as possible,” Davenport 
said.  

Check-in for The Big Event will start 
at 7:00 a.m. in front of Martin Hall. 
The opening ceremony will begin at 
8:00 a.m. Around 9:15 a.m., the groups 
should set out to their assigned service 
projects.

UL’s 10th Big Event to 
take place March 25

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Facebook has provided private 
chat logs to the police to aid them in 
prosecuting a mother for helping her 
daughter get an abortion.

The case occurred in Nebraska, when 
Jessica Burgess helped her 18-year-
old daughter obtain abortion pills. 
The termination of the pregnancy was 
discussed over Facebook messages, 
which were turned over to the local law 
enforcement, and a trial is set for April 
10.

Meta, Facebook’s parent company, 
released a statement saying that the 
warrants they received didn’t mention 
abortion, instead stating that the police 
were investigating the “alleged illegal 
burning and burial of a stillborn infant.”

Though Meta claims that they only 

comply with government requests for 
user information if they have a “good-
faith belief that the law requires us to do 
so,” they have complied with over 70% 
of government requests, receiving more 
than 400,000 requests a year.

In states like Louisiana, where 
abortion was made completely illegal 
after the 2022 overturning of Roe v. 
Wade, the law enforcement has the 
power to make companies hand over 
otherwise private information and 
records to aid in prosecuting abortion 
seekers. 

Dr. William Davie, a professor at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette that 
teaches communications law, shared that 
the law enforcement just needs to have 
probable cause and a search warrant to 
get access to your personally identifiable 
information (PII).

Online privacy in America 
post-Roe v. Wade decision

Continue Roe v. Wade  ►  Page 3
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Exterior of Roy House after renovations.

Photo by Malik Jones

UL Lafayette’s 2022 The Big Event.

Infographic provided by Planned Parenthood

Infographic showing legality of abortion in the 50 states.
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Mar. 12
• At 9:55 a.m., an officer was dispatched to Fraternity Row in reference to a 
private lot crash with no injuries.

Mar. 11
• At 1:28 p.m., officers were dispatched to a domestic abuse complaint in 
progress. The suspect was placed under arrest and booked into LPCC.

• At 7:46 p.m., officers were dispatched to Russo Park baseball field in 
reference to a disturbance no longer in progress.

Mar. 10
• At 11:26 a.m., officers were dispatched to 410 E University Ave. in 
reference to an argument between two roommates.

• At 10:30 p.m., officers received a walk-in complaint at the UL Lafayette 
Police Department about cyberstalking.

Mar. 9
• At 12:35 a.m., a call was received in reference to a suspicious phone call 
made at Baker Hall. Two officers responded.

• At 2:20 a.m., officers were dispatched to a domestic disturbance call at 
the Hilton Garden Inn.

• At 12:08 p.m., a complaint of a male behaving suspiciously at the Student 
Union was received. Officers responded and conducted an investigation. 
An arrest was made.

• At 8:27 p.m., a call was received in reference to a roommate dispute in 
Heritage Apartments. Officers responded.

• At 10:08 p.m., officers were dispatched to a couple fighting at Legacy 
Apartments. The couple was just arguing, and nothing turned physical.

Mar. 7
• At 2:58 a.m., officers received a complaint of possible blackmail.
• At 10:30 a.m., officers responded to a hit and run at 311 E Lewis Street.
• At 12:11 p.m., UL Lafayette Police Communications advised of a walk-in 
complaint concerning a verbal altercation that had already occurred 
earlier that morning at Parker Hall. An officer was dispatched.

• At 2:09 p.m., UL Lafayette Police Communications were advised of a 
suspicious male with a large knife inside Rougeou Hall. What was found 
on him were as follows: one machete in its sheath, small red bolt cutters, 
two containers of white powdery substances, a cooking spoon, a glass 
tub, burnt foil and two capped syringes. Officers were dispatched and 
the person was arrested and booked in at LPCC.

Candy Gettridge
FOOD REVIEWER

If you’re looking for a great place to 
spend your birthday, go on a date or 
even host a girls night out, make sure to 
check out Sushi Masa Seafood & Japanese 
Fusion restaurant. 

Walking in, the ambiance was very 
pleasant and soothing. Its beautiful 
aesthetic is decorated with pink flowers 
and lots of greenery. The dining area 
consists of wooden dining tables, two 
small televisions and a bar. The recessed 
lighting and feelings of nature makes this 
restaurant very cozy. 

 Unlike the average buffet, Sushi Masa 
does not require patrons to self-serve. 
Instead, patrons are seated at a dining 
table and a waiter comes to take orders. 

Sushi Masa serves patrons from an 
exclusive menu of tasty Japanese dishes. 
You can order from an extensive range 
of appetizers, salads, sushi rolls, chef ’s 
special rolls, kitchen entrées and desserts. 
Since it is buffet-style, the lunch all-you-
can-eat special is $19.95 and the dinner 
all-you-can-eat special is $30.95.

 For patrons who wish to just order 

from the menu, there is also a lunch and 
dinner special, as well as hibachi entrées, 
soup and salad, and the masa lover boat. 
Keep in mind that this restaurant does 
practice à la carte pricing for the all-you-
can-eat buffet so be mindful of excessive 
waste. 

There are so many dishes worth trying 
that it is quite the adventure just choosing 
an appetizer. For my first dish, I finally 
decided to try the Spicy Kani Sushi 
Rolls from the lunch all-you-can-eat 
menu. Kani, which is Japanese for crab, 
is shredded and flavored with a spicy 
sriracha mayo sauce. This sushi roll was 
so satisfying. I really love how creamy the 
kani was throughout each bite. 

Next, I tried the I-10 Roll. This sushi 
roll is stuffed with snow crab and topped 
with a slice of mango and a mango sauce. 
This is definitely the best sushi roll I’ve 
tasted yet. The mango slice was so sweet 
and juicy. Its flavor mixed with snow crab 
was so amazing. 

To top off my meal, I ordered a 
dessert. The menu has five different ice 
cream flavors to choose from. Instead 
of ordering the classic vanilla, chocolate 
and strawberry flavors, I decided to try 

the green tea and red bean-flavored ice 
cream. 

The green tea ice cream flavor 
surprised me to say the least. The ice 
cream was a beautiful matcha green color. 
It was very creamy and tasted like a much 
sweeter version of green tea. I did not 
think I was going to enjoy this at all, but 
it ended up being my favorite part of my 
meal. 

However, the red bean flavor was not 
that pleasant of a choice. The ice cream 
was a pinkish-red color. It’s pleasing 
to the eye on the outside, but the large 
pieces of red beans throughout each 
bite took away from the smoothness 
and creaminess of the ice cream. The ice 
cream itself tasted like regular vanilla 
flavor. 

Even though I didn’t enjoy the red 
bean ice cream at the end of my meal, I 
had an overall great first experience at 
Sushi Masa. The customer service was 
very inviting and helpful. The waiter 
who served me, Gavin, was very polite 
and explained each dish I was interested 
in trying very well. He made sure that 
I understood the menu, and that I was 
aware that some dishes are served raw. 

The menu itself was simple and easy 
to read. I really like that the restaurant 
included a key for customers to know 
whether or not a dish is served raw. 
On the side of sushi dishes, a blue fish 
indicates that the dish is raw and red fire 
indicates that the dish is cooked. 

The restaurant was pristine. The dining 
tables are comfortably distanced from 
other patrons and include very cozy 
seating. For patrons who are wanting to 
have their meal at the bar, there are also 
bar stools.

Sushi Masa Seafood & Japanese 
Fusion has five restaurant locations: 
two in Louisiana, two in Texas, and 
one in Florida. I visited one of the 
Louisiana locations at the address: 3920 
Ambassador Caffery Pkwy in Lafayette. 
The restaurant’s opening hours are 
11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday. Stop by today for 
an amazing all-you-can-eat lunch and 
dinner experience.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
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Sushi Masa is the spot for sushi

Photo by Candy Gettridge

Photo of Spicy Kani Sushi Roll
Photo by Candy Gettridge

Exterior Sign of Sushi Masa.
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Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Oculus Lab, currently under 
development in Burke-Hawthorne 
Hall, will provide students with an 
opportunity to experience virtual 
reality immersion and motivate them to 
participate in R1-related studies. 

“The Oculus Lab is an exciting 
addition to the Department of 
Communications with a repertoire 
of incredible programs,” Dr. Thomas 
Madison, T. Michael Maher/BORSF 
Endowed associate professor of public 
relations, said. 

During the spike of COVID-19, 
Madison used his professorship 
endowment to purchase an Oculus 
Quest headset and envisioned a space 
where students could use the set for 
classroom and research purposes. He 
also intended to use the technology to 
show prospective students what would 

be in store for them if they were to 
come to the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette.

Madison will be setting up a green 
screen along with cameras and lights in 
the lab to film students’ virtual reality 
experiences. With the help of a video 
mixing tool, he plans on combining 
the Oculus Quest feed along with the 
green screen technology to create videos 
showcasing what students are seeing 
through their immersive journey with 
the headset, which he will then upload 
to streaming networks like YouTube and 
Twitch. 

Students would be participating in a 
pretest and posttest after the simulation 
to see how the experience impacted 
their thoughts on subjects. 

“The person comes in, and they’re 
participating in a study. They’re doing 
some kind of Oculus thing, and we’re 
filming them. And then we’re giving 
them some kind of posttest survey, 

where we see how the Oculus affected 
their ideas about something,” Madison 
said. 

The Oculus Lab will be used for 
certain courses offered at the university 
such as a summer course known as The 
Metaverse. 

Madison described the course as a 
group teaching environment where 
students can have open discussions 
about various topics and discover new 
forms of advancement in this digital age.

Some topics that were discussed 
in the class in previous semesters 
included defining The Metaverse, the 
potential dangers surrounding it, the 
possible improvements it could have on 
mankind, its connections to physical 
fitness and its connections to commerce. 

According to the course description, 
“We will be exploring The Metaverse 
and many of its components including 
(but certainly not limited to) virtual 
reality, extended reality, augmented 
reality, benefits and hazards of the 
aforementioned, access, gaming, 
cryptocurrencies, online real estate and 
so much more.”

Students will have the chance to 
explore the Oculus Lab and use it 
during their academic journey at the 
university.

Madison shared a virtual reality study 
using the Oculus Lab that is currently in 
the approval process. 

Madison plans to work with students 
on a proposal titled “Personality, virtual 
reality, and perceptions of COVID-19”, 
where people will get the opportunity 
to see a film called “Inside COVID-19” 
through two different viewing forms: 
the Oculus Quest 2 headset and the 12-
inch desktop monitor. Participants will 
take a pretest before viewing the film 
and a posttest after to see the different 

effects of the viewing platforms as it 
pertains to people’s understanding of 
COVID-19 and vaccinations. 

Ashlyne Crane, a graduate research 
assistant who’s helping Madison with 
the study, mentioned how the study 
could possibly show changes in attitudes 
when it comes to the pandemic for 
those who get to use the Oculus Quest 2 
headset and could answer the question: 
“Does the immersion into the Oculus 
headset affect your opinion?”

The Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
must approve the study because of 
the inclusion of human subjects. The 
approval process has taken over seven 
weeks. 

“With Oculus, there’s a little bit more 
risk. People can get nausea or headaches 
or something more than they can with a 
regular computer screen,” Madison said. 
“We got to get oversight to make sure 
we’re not going to hurt anybody or do 
anything dangerous.”

Some of the issues they’re having 
with the lab’s development relates to 
staff funding needs and information 
technology. 

Crane plans on gaining more 
experience with virtual reality through 
this COVID-19 study and using the lab 
for further research with her thesis. She 
intends to work in the airline industry 
and will be using the Oculus Lab to see 
if people can get flight experience from 
the immersive experience. 

“I’m gonna do my master’s thesis 
relating to a video on YouTube or maybe 
even have to take my own video of my 
own plane or like a takeoff and then do 
like a pretest and posttest where I ask 
‘how do you feel about flying’,” Crane 
said. “So this is kind of a trial run for 
what I want to do for my master’s thesis 
in order to graduate.”

UL Lafayette is establishing an 
Oculus Lab in Burke-Hawthorne

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

The Sunshine Protection Act was 
reintroduced by Sen. Marco Rubio 
and supported by others, passing the 
Senate on March 15, 2022. The Sunshine 
Protection Act would make daylight 
saving time permanent and allow states 
that don’t observe it, like Arizona, to 
choose their standard time. This would 
start on Nov. 5 of this year, but the bill is 
currently stuck in the House.

Rubio stated, “This ritual of changing 
time twice a year is stupid. Locking the 
clock has overwhelming bipartisan and 
popular support. This Congress, I hope 
that we can finally get this done.”

Sen. Edward J. Markey said, “Over 
the years, I’ve fought and won to extend 
daylight saving time—adding two 
months’ worth of sun to the American 
people’s calendar.”

He added, “It’s past time for Congress 
to broaden its horizons and finally make 
daylight saving time permanent. With 
the Sunshine Protection Act, we can 
shine a light on the darkest days of the 
year and deliver more sun, more smiles, 
and brighter skies.”

Sen. Rand Paul said, “The Sunshine 
Protection Act will allow states the 
freedom to decide if they want to 
permanently follow daylight saving 
time or not without needing approval 
from Congress. I’m glad to join Sen. 
Rubio in introducing this commonsense 
legislation.”

According to a study by JP Morgan 
Chase, a potential effect of the act 
being passed will be a better economy. 
According to the study, there is a drop in 
the economy of 2.2-4.9% whenever the 
time is set back.

The American Journal of Public 
Health and the Journal of Safety 
Research showed that car accidents with 
pedestrians will also drop because the 
hours of daylight and work hours will 
align better.

Sen. Rick Scott said, “Permanent 
daylight saving means more time in 
the sunshine and that’s something 
everybody should support. Changing 
the clock twice a year is outdated and 
unnecessary. I’m proud to be leading this 
bipartisan legislation with Senator Rubio 
that makes a much-needed change and 
benefits so many in Florida and across 
the nation.”

Scott continued, “When I was 
governor of Florida, I was proud to sign 
this bill into law on the state level, and I 
will continue this effort in Congress. We 
need to get it all the way over the finish 
line this time. It’s time for Congress to 
act and pass this good bill today.”

Studies have shown that daylight 
saving has a negative impact on students 
and their health. The New University of 
Florida released an article on Nov. 21, 
2022 on the matter.

The article states, “When a person’s 
circadian rhythm is out of sync with 
the sunlight, such that they receive less 
sunlight in the morning and more in 

the evening, their body will respond by 
becoming more tired in the morning 
and awake at night. This bodily 
feedback is particularly concerning for 
students, who have strict schedules to 
maintain; DST can lead to early morning 
exhaustion and even missing classes and 
exams. If waking up later in the day and 
feeling fatigued is not an issue enough, 
DST also has proven to impact our 
health negatively.”

Students not getting the sleep that they 
are used to can affect their performance 
in classes and even set them back on 
schoolwork. Some may feel that they are 
already struggling, so this only sets them 
back more.

Joseph Gallien, a freshman nursing 
major said, “I already don’t get enough 
sleep, I can barely get in four hours of 
sleep. I’m exhausted and feel like I’m 
behind in all my classes, everytime 

I think I am ahead there is another 
missing assignment that pops up.”

Ray Jone, a freshman secondary 
education major, said, “Daylight savings 
has always been a little confusing to 
me, but I do know that when we leap 
forward I lose an hour of sleep. Already 
not sleeping enough, waking up feeling 
like it is seven when in reality it is eight 
can be a bit annoying. Plus who really 
changes every single clock they have?”

Some students don’t need to get up 
early to go to classes, and are not as 
impacted by the time change..

Izanary Lara, a freshman chemistry 
major said, “It doesn’t really affect me 
all too much. I don’t really have any 
morning classes so waking up won’t be 
too hard.”

Daylight savings and its changes
Photo by Malik Jones

Dr. T. Phillip Madison trying on the Oculus Quest headset and dancing a bit.

Photo by Malik Jones

Students sleeping on the couch with homework on the table.

Online privacy in America post-Roe v. Wade decision
This information would include data 

such as your search history, messages and 
chat logs.

Though the judge shouldn’t sign a 
warrant without evidence of probable 
cause, Davie shared they often simply go 
on the word of those investigating.

“Frankly, a lot of judges will take the 
word of the district attorney, or the 
investigating detective, or even the cop 
on the street who says ‘Listen, I heard this 
lady saying that she was going to induce 
her daughter’s miscarriage way past the 
legal limit in our state,’” Davie said.

According to Davie, prosecutors will 
seek out as much evidence as they can for 
their case, including those made against 
people seeking an abortion.

“Everything you got, and that would 
be part of the body of evidence that 
the prosecutor would want to bring 
forward. Search histories, gas station 
receipts, security video cameras, whatever 
they have that shows what we have 
now criminalized, unfortunately: the 

termination of a pregnancy,” Davie said.
In a 2018 case, a woman’s Google 

search history was used as part of the 
prosecution. Davie shared that even 
deleting your search history wouldn’t help 
protect you, as it’s still collected and stored 
somewhere else.

“Beware what you do online. You 
may think it’s private, and it will be, it 
should be, up until the point that some 
investigating government agent says 
there’s probable cause of crime,” Davie 
warned.

ProPublica also found that at least nine 
online pharmacies providing abortion 
pills had web trackers that collected 
information about its users for Google 
and other companies.

According to ProPublica, the sites 
also sent information to Google which 
included “a random number that is unique 
to a user’s browser, which can then be 
linked to other collected data.”

Though law enforcement agencies 
require a search warrant to access user 

information, former NSA contractor 
Edward Snowden revealed back in 2013 
the vast extent of the U.S. government’s 
domestic and global surveillance 
programs, and the tendency of its agencies 
to go beyond probable cause.

“I am adamantly opposed to 
investigative snooping. I am completely 
angered and upset by police who really 
have no probable cause except their own 
prejudices or their own feelings, but 
nothing that would pass an objective test,” 
Davie said.

Abortion is illegal in Louisiana, even 
in cases of rape or incest. The only 
exceptions that may be made are if the 
mother’s life or health are at grave risk, 
or if the fetus is not expected to survive 
the pregnancy. Currently, the abortion 
provider is the one that would be 
prosecuted, not the abortion-seeker.

According to a bill signed by Governor 
John Bel Edwards, prescribers of abortion 
pills can be prosecuted, but it remains 
unclear how that will actually be enforced 

against providers who ship the medication 
from other states.

Amaris Milano, a freshman majoring 
in music media, stated that she felt her 
bodily autonomy was has been curbed

“I feel like I don’t have all the free range 
over my body that an average American 
citizen should have and searching through 
private messages only adds insult to 
injury. I really don’t want to live looking 
over my shoulder for everything I do,” 
Milano said.

Shayna Jackson, a freshman majoring in 
interior design, shared how both she and 
other women have had their rights taken 
from them.

“It’s a very uneasy feeling post Roe v. 
Wade, due to the fact that it feels as if part 
of my rights have been stripped away from 
me,” Jackson said. “Not just me but the 
countless of other women who may have 
been forced to have a child, what about 
them? What about the children who were 
impregnated against their will? It’s hard to 
think about and it’s hard to live with.”

Continued from  ►  Page 1
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Cajun Crossword
Compiled by Ava Blanchard No. 1

INSTRUCTIONS

The answers can be found throughout the newspaper, so make sure to throughly read each story. Try to find 

all them and see if you got them correct in the answer provided in the next issue’s crossword search!

ACROSS

2. NFL Analyst Zeirline’s first name

5. Which UL professor is opposed to investigative 

     snooping?

7. The oldest building on campus (3 words)

8. The percent walkable cities cut down on mortality      

     rates

10. What was Ann Soileau doing as her first job?

11. Japanese word for crab

DOWN

1. The Oculus Lab is developing in which hall (2 words)

3. Sparkling water brand

4. The Big Event’s mascot

6. What did Kay Padilla eat while sitting in Jackson 

     Square

9. State that does not do daylight savings

Cajun Candids
Student Organization Leadership Retreat

Photos by Malik Jones
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Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns softball filled 
up the win column in the fifth week 
of the season, the final week before 
conference play. The team went 4–1 over 
the weekend at the Bubly Invitational 
at Katie Seashole Pressly Stadium in 
Gainesville, Florida, hosted by the 
Florida Gators.

In their first game of the invitational 
on Friday, March 10, the No. 24-ranked 
Cajuns recorded their sixth shutout of 
the year behind Kandra Lamb’s strong 
outing in a 3–0 win over the Rutgers 
Scarlet Knights.

Lamb didn’t start the contest, but 
carried the load on the mound throwing 
five and two-thirds innings and giving 
up just three hits while striking out five. 
She earned her second win of the season.

Infielder Laney Credeur provided all 
the Cajuns’ scoring, with center fielder 
Mihyia Davis scoring off a wild pitch in 
the first. Credeur laced an RBI single to 
left field in the first and an RBI double to 
left center her next time up in the third, 
bringing the score to 3–0.

Louisiana followed one shutout with 
another, blanking twelfth-ranked Florida 
1–0. Picking up her sixth win, tied with 
Sam Landry for the team lead, senior 
Meghan Schorman pitched a complete 
game, allowing three hits and punching 
out six.

After a scoreless tie through four 
innings, second baseman Alexa 
Langeliers wasted no time in the top 
of the fifth sending a 2-1-count Lexie 
Delbrey offering over the center-field 
wall for her fifth home run this year.

In the second game of a Saturday 
doubleheader, the Cajuns pitched their 
third consecutive shutout and eighth of 
the season in a 5–0 win against Rutgers 
in their second meeting of the weekend.

Karly Heath received the start and 
earned her second win after striking out 
five and surrendering a couple hits over 

five scoreless innings. In relief of Heath, 
Landry struck out three in two hitless, 
scoreless innings of her own.

Louisiana scored in each of the first 
four innings. Heath delivered an RBI 
single in the first while first baseman 
Lauren Allred plated two more with a 
double in the second.

Davis drove in a run via sacrifice fly 
in the fourth and stole a couple bases on 
the afternoon. Louisiana’s leadoff hitter 
finished the weekend with five stolen 
bases, giving her 25 on the year, most on 
the team by far.

The Ragin’ Cajuns squeaked out a 
tight 3–2 win over the Mercer Bears 
in the first game of an early Sunday 
morning doubleheader.

Allred continued her productive 
weekend with a two-run single up the 
middle with the bases loaded in the 
third.

Both Mercer runs were unearned, as 
Landry, Riassetto and Lamb combined 
for only four hits surrendered and 11 
total punchouts.

Louisiana fell one victory short of 
sweeping the competition in Gainesville, 
falling 11–2 in a mercy-rule-shortened 
five-inning game to the same Gators 
team the Cajuns had shut out a day 
prior.

Schorman could not find the same 
success she had in her first outing 
against Florida, giving up four runs, two 
earned, on three hits and three walks 
in an inning and a third. Louisiana 
committed two errors and issued six 
free passes to Florida hitters. Seven of 
Florida’s 11 runs were unearned.

Allred once again provided a bit of 
offense with her solo shot to center in 
the top of the fourth, her eighth blast of 
the season and fifth run driven in during 
the invitational.

Louisiana’s record improves to 18–9 on 
the year as the Ragin’ Cajuns are set to 
begin conference play this Friday, March 
17 in Hattiesburg, Mississippi against the 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles.

Impressive showing in Florida sends 
Cajuns Softball into conference play

Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

Derek Carr is now a Saint. The 
franchise tag window has passed for all 
32 NFL teams. This is usually a dead 
period in the NFL landscape, before free 
agency opens but after the season ends. 
While we wait, the XFL is playing games 
and the USFL will start next month. 

The NFL Draft will be at the end 
of April, with the Carolina Panthers 
holding the first overall pick for the 
first time since 2011. They are expected 
to take a quarterback, be it Alabama’s 
Bryce Young, Ohio State’s C.J. Stroud, or 
the dark-horse pick of UCLA’s Dorian 
Thompson-Robinson.

 Recently, the NFL Combine wrapped 
up. It’s a chance for star prospects to 
show off the skills they possess while 
also allowing guys who have normally 
flown under the radar to gain traction 
in their draft stock. For example, Florida 
quarterback Anthony Richardson had 
an amazing combine performance, and 
according to the NFL, had the highest 
athleticism score of any quarterback in 
this class. 

 For the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns, 
two players were invited to the NFL 
Combine in Indianapolis this past week: 
wide receiver Michael Jefferson and 
linebacker Andre Jones Jr. For these 
two gentlemen, the goal is to make an 
NFL roster. However, coming from a 
school that is in the Group of Five, they 
have a daunting road ahead of them if 
they want to hear their name called by 
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell or 
whomever else may be invited to the 

Kansas City stage.
 For starters, I will go in the order 

of higher NFL grades as given by NFL 
analyst Lance Zeirline. As such, we start 
with Jones Jr. The NFL only has two 
combine stats listed for Jones Jr.: his 
vertical jump at 29 inches, and his broad 
jump at 9’ 8”. Other sources have Jones 
Jr.’s 40-yard dash time at 4.71 seconds. 

 Zeirline states that while Jones 
Jr.’s production may not jump off the 
page, “he’s athletic and uses his length 
to put himself in position to make 
tackles.” However, since Jones Jr. only 
participated officially in two combine 
events, it will be hard for NFL teams to 
notice him. 

His prospect grade is 5.86, which is 
good enough to be an average backup or 
special-teamer. Sadly, it is safe to say that 
Andre Jones Jr. will not hear his name 
called until the seventh round, if at all.

On the offensive side of the ball, 
Jefferson participated in all combine 
activities. His 40 time was officially 
clocked at 4.56 seconds, which is the 
same as his 20-yard shuttle time. At the 
combine, he had a production score of 
64, which is 30th among wideouts that 
expect to hear their names called at the 
NFL Draft.

Zeirline praised Jefferson, stating, 
“Jefferson is a tall target with build-up 
speed and a receiving style that gets 
better the further he gets from the 
line”. However, this is where the praises 
end. Zeirline goes further, stating that 
Jefferson “will have a challenging time 
making an NFL roster”. He had a couple 
of deep passes thrown his way that 
should have been caught for touchdowns 

last season, instead being dropped.
Jefferson grades out at a 5.66, slightly 

lower than Jones Jr. 5.66 is good enough 
to be a candidate for the bottom of an 
NFL roster or to be on a practice squad. 
Once again, it is not likely that Jefferson 
will not hear his name called in Kansas 
City.

It is a shame that these two are not 
likely to have their names called in the 
NFL Draft. However, there are plenty of 
other options that these two can take to 
play professionally. 

The CFL is always willing to take 
Americans, and the USFL has the unique 
opportunity to pick up undrafted free 
agents for their season. 

Therefore, even if the two Louisiana 
players don’t hear their name called, 
their dreams can still be realized through 
other methods. 

The most recent draftees, offensive 
lineman Max Mitchell and Percy Butler, 
were drafted in the fourth round by 
the New York Jets and the Washington 
Commanders, respectively. 

The highest drafted Ragin’ Cajun of 
all time was defensive back Charles 
Tillman, who was drafted in the second 
round of the 2003 NFL Draft by the 
Chicago Bears.

Since 1989, there have been 25 Ragin’ 
Cajuns drafted into the NFL. Of those 
25, four have won the Super Bowl: 
Brian Mitchell won Super Bowl XXVI, 
Brandon Stokley won Super Bowls 
XXXV and XLI, Ike Taylor won Super 
Bowls XL and XLIII, and Raymond 
Calais won Super Bowl LVI.

Michael Jefferson and Andre 
Jones II: Cajuns at NFL Combine

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Photo by Ben Massey/Athletics

Andre Jones (#10) makes a tackle 
against ULM on Sept. 24, 2022

Photo by Ben Massey/Athletics

Michael Jefferson (#8) lines up against a 
Nicholls cornerback on Sept. 11, 2021.

Photo by Benjamin Massey/Athletics

Louisiana’s Lauren Allred (#11) cheers as she runs from first base Feb. 11.

Sports
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Kay Padilla
ASSISTANT ALLONS EDITOR

I was born in North Carolina to two 
Honduran immigrants. Being born to 
immigrant parents in the United States 
itself presents many challenges growing 
up. You automatically acquire cultures, 
your parent’s culture, and your new 
American one. 

Sometimes you aren’t born into your 
culture, you grow up in it. I didn’t stay 
in North Carolina for long. I barely 
remember it. I grew up in and know 
Louisiana more, this is my culture. 
Juggling multiple cultures was a 
challenge growing up. 

I say multiple because in Louisiana 
there are multiple subcultures, and I 
happened to move places a lot as a kid. 
From the ages of 4 to 9, I grew up in the 
New Orleans area. That was my peak.

My parents and I would frequent 
Lafreniere Park in Metairie, Downtown 
New Orleans, the Audubon Zoo and 
Aquarium and the French Quarter. I 
visited these places so often that I can 
probably walk them blindfolded and 
upside down. 

I was always deeply immersed in the 
New Orleans culture and overall vibe. 

Eating a bag of over-powdered beignets, 
while sitting in Jackson Square, 
listening to a second line or a makeshift 
band made of buckets and plates was 
how I spent my weekends. 

The days of eating beignets are far 
behind me. Sadly, I’m old and they 
have too much sugar. But I have always 
carried that in my heart.

I often visit my childhood stomping 
grounds and see a familiar worker or 
street performer. 

After that, I moved to Houma, 
Louisiana. Please don’t look it up. It’s 
nothing special, but it is special to 
me and I like to defend it fiercely. But 
Houma has its own culture too. It is a 
mixture of country, Cajun, bayou and 
Native American.

It took me a few years to understand 
the culture completely. I fell in love 
with living near the bayous and 
learning about bayou life. I do feel like 
a hypocrite because I’ve never actually 
gotten on a boat, they scare me and I 
have a funny feeling I’ll get seasick.

Fishing, crabbing, eating an ungodly 
amount of crawfish (like 150 pounds 
spread on a table) and hurricane 
parties have replaced city life for me. 
In a small town, it is easy to know 

someone related to someone. Hence the 
stereotype of “small gossip.” 

Since I live in Louisiana, I am 
Southern. This can be heard in my 
accent and vocabulary. In conversations 
with not-so-welcoming people, they 
say I am not Southern because I am 
Honduran-American. 

And that is simply not true, I am 
a Southern Honduran-American. 
Proudly at that! But sometimes I 
struggle with juggling all my cultures. 
I love them all but I will admit my 
American culture consumes me 
sometimes.  

Since most of my family is living in 
Honduras, engaging with my Honduran 
culture is hard. Honduras has been 
through a lot politically and culturally, 
so the culture has been washed and 
reduced to a few signifiers. 

Baleadas, the scarlet macaw, and our 
beautiful five-starred, navy blue flag 
are a few of the things that come to 
my mind when I think of Honduras. 
I’ve only been once when I was 9, and 
sadly I don’t remember much. I am 
only left with the stories my parents tell 
me about growing up in their mother 
country. 

My parents tell me stories of growing 
up picking bean fields and selling food 
on the street as young as 5 years old. 
Doing manual labor and helping their 
parents earn money is a staple of any 
older Honduran immigrant. 

But amid remembering the hard 
times, they also remember the good 
times. My mother tells me about how 
she would be scared to go to the fairs 
for fear of violence but she always liked 
seeing it from afar. 

She remembers cooking fresh 
food, not the nasty fast food that we 
Americans have, she says. My father 
grew up in poverty like my mother 

but he has crazier stories. As a boy, he 
would climb trees, steal chickens and 
have machete fights, a typical 12-year-
old boy.

Older adults tell me stories of patron 
festivals where they celebrate their 
patron saints, dance folklórico and 
see horse races and bullfights. But 
they say that’s where the culture stops. 
There isn’t much because of excessive 
violence, poor politicians and corrupt 
officials dimming the lights and culture 
of the Honduran people. 

So wanting to keep a dying culture 
in my heart is an uphill battle. Maybe 
one day I’ll experience my culture for 
myself, but for now, I’ll cling to my 
parents’ stories and the stories of fellow 
immigrants who live here now. Juggling 
multiple cultures is a battle I’m glad I 
have.

 I think having multiple cultures 
connects you to more people. It’s easier 
to have a laugh with someone if you 
know their culture, even if you may not 
look like you do. But sometimes I feel 
insecure.

When speaking Spanish I stutter my 
words, or I hide my Southern accent 
and vocabulary, and I feel like I truly 
don’t belong to any of my cultures. I 
wasn’t born into the culture my skin 
represents and I don’t look like the 
cultures I grew up in. 

I want to embrace all of them but 
sometimes the people within my 
cultures do not embrace me. I was too 
American and didn’t know how to 
communicate with other Hispanics in 
school, and I was too Hispanic for the 
Americans. 

l used to call myself a “weird mixture” 
because I was a Southern Honduran-
American. I hope I see more “weird 
mixtures” in my life. I like seeing 
diversity not just in skin but in culture.

Living in multiple cultures as a 
southern Honduran-American

Ann Soileau
ALLONS WRITER

“I can barely afford to live,” a 
statement made by me that is generally 
dramatic, but also not entirely untrue, 
especially now that I have moved out on 
my own and have to pay rent, utilities, 
a car note and groceries, among other 
day-to-day things. 

I am fortunate enough to have found 
a place with rent that I can generally 
afford and have parents that are 
generous enough to help me out with 
some expenses when I end up in a tight 
spot. However, moving out was not the 
first time that I was confronted with the 
concept of joining the workforce. I have 
been working various customer service 
jobs since I was about 16. 

At my first ever job as a cashier, I 
made $7.25 an hour. At my current retail 
job, I make $9 an hour as a keyholder. In 
case you are not the best at doing mental 
math, that is only a $1.75 difference. 
While I know that the difference 
between four years ago and now would 
most likely be greater if I still worked at 
that same company, doing that simply 
was not possible. 

I quit my first job because I was in 
high school and involved in a couple of 
different extracurriculars. I was working 
all of my free time but not making very 
much money, so I switched to a job 
that had more flexible scheduling and a 
higher pay, which paid $7.50 an hour.

I then quit that job for another job 
that offered $8 an hour, but had to quit 
that because my college classes didn’t 
work with the schedule my boss needed 
me to work. This forced me to get a job 
in Lafayette instead of my hometown, 
so that I could go straight from class to 
work.

This brings us to my current job, 
which thankfully has a flexible schedule. 
Although I’m getting paid the most I’ve 
ever been paid, it unfortunately is not 
much.

While the companies I have worked 
for have changed, minimum wage 
has not. In fact, according to the US 
Department of Labor, the federal 
minimum wage has not changed 
in fourteen years, after $7.25 was 
established in 2009. 

Between 2009 and now, inflation 

has gone up 40.33%, and even though 
the general consensus is that federal 
minimum should now be $15, only 
a few states have made this change. 
Unfortunately, Louisiana is not one of 
them. 

You are probably wondering, “Why 
don’t you just find a better job instead of 
complaining about how much you can’t 
afford?” First of all, I like complaining, 
thank you. Second of all, let me tell you 
why, unfortunately for me, that has not 
and can not happen. 

To start, I am a full time student. I 
have to take about five classes a semester 
to graduate on time. I spend a majority 
of my day just on campus, and even 
though I do have time in between 
classes, it’s barely enough time to finish 
my homework, much less work a shift. 

On top of that, I’m president of 
the creative writing club and work 
as a writer for The Vermilion. Often 
times, homework, club duties and The 
Vermilion things get put on the back 
burner for classwork and classwork gets 
put on the back burner for work. 

Besides being generally unavailable 
to work, it’s incredibly hard to find a 
job that both pays well and is flexible. 
Trust me, I’ve tried. Multiple times. For 
many months. Just take my word for it, 
it’s hard out here. At a certain point, you 
lose all hope in capitalism and just give 
up. 

While I know my financial issues 
are due to a multitude of things – 
availability, age, a general lack of 
nepotism – I also know that I, along with 
anyone else in my situation, deserves to 
afford to be able to live, without living 
paycheck to paycheck.

Trying to afford living 
with mimimum wage

Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER

Moving out of my small town onto 
campus was a huge culture shock for 
me. Outside of just getting adjusted to 
campus life in general, the idea that most 
of the places I needed to get to were 
within walking distance was jarring to 
me. 

In an article written by Kaid Benfield, 
it is noted that “only 34 percent 
of Americans reported walking to 
destinations (jobs, shopping, school, and 
so forth) ‘often’ or ‘all of the time.’” Other 
places all over the world walk nearly 
everywhere. 

American cities are not built to 
accommodate pedestrians and it is 
sometimes even unsafe to walk from 
place to place.

Many cities in other countries are  
built similarly to college campuses. 
Places you need to get to are within 
walking distance, sidewalks are plentiful 
and it’s safe to get where you need to go. 

There’s many benefits to living in 
walkable cities. Some of these benefits I 
have seen first hand while others I have 
learned from digging a little deeper into 
walkable communities. 

One benefit I have witnessed in my 
day to day life on campus is how much 
better my body feels overall. Having 
to walk to your destination and being 
able to do so encourages you to have an 
overall more active lifestyle. 

Communications adviser, Robert 
Steuteville, has an article on the benefits 
of walkable cities. He cites a study that 

found that walking regularly “cuts early 
mortality risk by 22 percent.” America’s 
obesity rates are much higher in 
comparison to other countries around 
the world. 

While this can also definitely be linked 
to the types of food we eat and other 
factors, city walkability is another big 
one. 

Having a car is also a privilege many 
people are not afforded.  Medical 
conditions, disabilities and money 
problems can all stop people from 
getting in a car and driving to a 
destination. This means that there 
are many places simply not accessible 
for those without vehicles, creating a 
division between those who can drive 
and those who cannot. 

Having cities that are walkable opens 
cities up to everyone. Some friends of 
mine who do not have cars have found 
campus life helpful for this reason. They 
can get to their on-campus jobs, classes 
and restaurants despite not having a 
vehicle to do so. 

But they are still limited to spaces 
on campus. If entire cities were built to 
function this way, opportunities could 
be more plentiful. 

Steuteville also dives deeper into what 
walkable cities do for communities 
socially. 

They build a more vibrant street life, 
create socializing opportunities and 
make an environment more dedicated 
to art and culture. Having people 
surrounded by one another out of their 
vehicles and thriving within a given 
space together promotes social unity.

How walkable cities center 
people and communities

Graphic by Ava Blanchard

Graphic by Meg Norwood

Graphic by Sarah Guidry
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I Live Here
Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

There is a room without sound
an acoustic void
all wrapped in layers of regret
a place where no one else can see me
and my eyes that look forever towards the 
past
 
There is a room without sound
apart from the world
an island to itself
untouched and unchanging
a den of stagnation
where walls are built by silence
 
There is a room without sound
where all noise fades away
even the buzzing of lights
is a far gone memory
 
Yet the longer I stay here
the more I hear your voice

Bibliophilia
Julia McDow
LAYOUT EDITOR

Golden letters are candles embossed
Giving hopeful light within the 
midnight dark
Excitement brimming
Quick flicks and bridges are 
unfolding 
All to be received
In a simple little blue holding
 
Spell binding with each graphite 
mark
Night lighting like fireflies
Each tale and turn intriguing
Spinning a web
A design most breathtaking
Attention retaining
Completely Fascinating
Page turning
 
Truly invoking
Influencing empathy
Pleading sympathy
Through fantasy
Encouraging emotions
Or a warm feeling,
Filling dreams with fairy dust
 
All entrapped within
A little blue holding
Drying ink and yellowing fiber
Bleeding simple marks on simply 
stained paper
Smelling of sweet almonds
Crinkling like kindling
Drafting the extraordinary
Creating worlds and intricate beings
Only a pen and imagination
Could bring such magic into 
existence
Perfectly inspiring

Untitled

 SOUNDING

OFF
“What has been your 
greatest life lesson?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Ivory Amos
NURSING  SOPHOMORE

“My greatest life 
lesson has been 
self-discipline and 
understanding that 
you have to prioritize 
what’s important in 
your life.”

Kaléya Dixon
HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT  SOPHOMORE

“Don’t take things for 
granted and to have a 
more positive outlook 
on life.”

Joh’nasia Thomas
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT    
& FAMILY SCIENCE  SENIOR

“Don’t be so hard on 
yourself, because 
you’re walking your 
own path at your own 
pace. Be gentle with 
yourself.”

Zackari Rodgers
ECONOMICS  FIRST-TIME FRESHMAN

“My greatest life lesson 
is that some people 
are meant to be in 
your life for a season, 
not your whole life.”

Johnnie Hardy III
NURSING  FRESHMAN

“Yesterday was history, 
tomorrow’s a mystery. 
Focus on the gift, that’s 
why it’s called the 
present.”

Jaylen Perry
NURSING  SOPHOMORE

“Some things are bound 
to not go our way...
sometimes we have to 
take a pause in our life 
and refocus to get back 
on track.”

COMIC

Movie Night

Comic by Lauren Gerald

CREATIVE CORNER

Krisha Rosales
STAFF WRITER

A shooting star, it helped us hold on 
Hold on to that passing wish, one of you 
and I 
But there was only so much that star could 
have done 
As it crashed so did you and I 

I still hold on to our wish

To our shooting star 
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