
News
‘MY FAVORITE THINGS’

Hilliard Art Museum will be showcasing a new 
exhibit by a UL Lafayette professor — how the 
vignettes of life tell her story post-pandemic.
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News
‘LOVE LAFAYETTE’

March 25 will see Love Fest, an all-day nonprofit 
event, debuting at Moncus Park, featuring live 
music, artisans, food vendors and much more.
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Sports
WBB VS. APP ST.

The Cajuns’  defense wasn’t enough to overcome 
the worst shot chart of the season as the team 
fell in the second round of the SBC Tourney.
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Allons
HOME VS. AWAY

Detailing the pros, cons and contrasts between 
attending college in your hometown and moving to 
a new town to attend your dream school.
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New marker on Louisiana Civil Rights 
Trail unveiled on UL Lafayette’s campus
Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

The ninth marker along the Louisiana 
Civil Rights trail was recently unveiled 
on the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s campus. This marker honors 
four Black students who, during the 
civil rights movement, successfully 
sued in federal court after being denied 
admission to the university.

Clara Dell Constantine, Martha Jane 
Conway, Charles Vincent Singleton 
and Shirley Taylor had tried to enroll in 
1953 to what was then the Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute. After being denied 
admission because of their race, a class-
action complaint was filed.

A year later, a federal court ruled 
that admission to the university could 
not be refused on the basis of race, and 
the Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
became the first all-white, state-funded 
university in the South to integrate. 
Including those that filed the suit, 76 
Black students were admitted. 

The ninth marker was unveiled on 
March 2 on Rex Street, next to the Pillars 
of Progress. Speaking at the unveiling 
were Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser, University 
President Dr. Joseph Savoie, Mayor-
President Josh Guillory and President 
and CEO of the Lafayette Convention 
and Visitors Bureau Ben Berthelot. 

Also present was the sister of Clara Dell 
Constantine, Joyce Constantine Henson.

The Louisiana Civil Rights Trail is 
a series of life-sized, person-shaped 
metal markers placed at locations 
where significant contributions to the 
civil rights movement were made. 
It was started by Nungesser, who 
after attending a conference where a 
presentation was given on the U.S. Civil 
Rights Trail, realized that Louisiana 
didn’t have a trail of its own.

A meeting was held, and a team 
assembled to begin putting the trail 
together. The first markers of the 
Louisiana Civil Rights trail were placed 
in Baton Rouge, Shreveport and New 
Orleans in 2021. The ninth marker at UL 
Lafayette is the latest, and future markers 
are still being planned for later this 
summer and fall.

“This incredible team went around the 
state, visited, hearing from the people 
that lived it and their relatives that 
lived it. We found quickly that we had 
incredible, incredible men and women 
that stood up, that were brave and really 
made a difference in the civil rights 
movement,” Nungesser said.

Savoie spoke on the marker’s 
significance in honoring the students 
who made it possible for all people of 
color to enroll at the university.

“Today, it’s an added honor to 

recognize four people whose fortitude in 
the face of intolerance and whose faith 
in the righteousness of their cause made 
that history happen, by pushing open 
the institution’s doors and removing a 
barrier that no student of color would 
have to face again,” Savoie said.

Guillory noted the importance 
of these markers, especially with 
ongoing issues concerning monuments 
memorializing the Confederacy.

“We all need to be committed to not 
erecting or protecting statues that were 
put up in the height of the Jim Crow 
era, not to recognize heritage, not to 
recognize history, but to intimidate an 
entire class of people,” Guillory said.

Berthelot remarked on this year being 
the Lafayette parish’s bicentennial, and 
how this is both a time to celebrate and 
to learn from Lafayette’s history.

“It’s a great opportunity for us to 
celebrate our history, to celebrate our 
great food, our great music and our great 
culture that we’re known for throughout 
the world,” Berthelot said. “But it’s also 
an opportunity for us to learn from our 
history, and to thank those who changed 
our history.”

The ninth marker serves to 
commemorate both the integration of 
Black students into the university, as 
well as the desegregation of its college 
athletics teams.

“The University later led the way in 
the desegregation of Louisiana college 
athletics when, in 1966, it added three 
black student-athletes to its basketball 
team. Two years later, black student-
athletes joined the football team,” the 
marker reads.

Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

A train carrying toxic chemicals 
derailed and caused a fire on Feb. 3 in 
East Palestine, Ohio, leaving Louisiana 
residents cautious of the possibly 
dangerous uncertainties with the 
spreading of the toxins.

“Environmental disasters are very 
serious and much more impactful than 
we think about. From the public health 
point of view, from ecological point 
of view, from environmental point of 
view, from the economic costs and 
cleanup, it is serious,” Dr. Durga Poudel, 
a University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
environmental science professor said 
regarding the recent train incident. 

Operated by Norfolk Southern, the 
train was traveling from Madison, 
Illinois to Conway, Pennsylvania when 
the fire ignited due to an increase in heat 
with the wheel bearing; the alarm did 
not sound in enough time for operators 
to prevent the derailment. 

According to a report from the 

National Transportation Safety Board, 
“The wayside defect detector, or hot 
bearing detector (HBD), transmitted 
a critical audible alarm message 
instructing the crew to slow and stop 
the train to inspect a hot axle. The train 
engineer increased the dynamic brake 
application to further slow and stop the 
train. After the train stopped, the crew 
observed fire and smoke and notified the 
Cleveland East dispatcher of a possible 
derailment.”

The train consisted of 150 cars; 38 cars 
derailed and led to a fire that further 
damaged 12 additional cars. Various 
chemicals were in the cars, including 
vinyl chloride, a chemical that can 
generate an explosion when exposed to 
heat, which Ohio officials and residents 
feared. 

The rural village of East Palestine, 
consisting of approximately 4,700 
residents, was informed to evacuate 
and law enforcement underwent the 
releasing process of the hazardous 
fumes. 

As of March 2, according to the 

United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), they did not find any 
exceedances when it came to inside and 
outside air quality for residents, but with 
residents expressing their concerns, they 
will oversee Norfolk Southern’s sampling 
process for dioxins. 

On March 3, according to the EPA, the 
department approved Norfolk Southern’s 
plans to excavate contaminated soil from 
the site of the incident, and neither vinyl 
chloride nor hydrogen chloride were  
found. 

Although excavation efforts are 
underway, Louisiana residents are still 
unsure of the potential results of this 
incident. Poudel, however, did share that 
because of the volume of the Mississippi 
River and the fact that two Canadian 
provinces and 31 states drain into the 
river, the toxins could be diluted by time 
it reaches Louisiana. 

“If it is a small volume of water, then 
yes, it will be very high concentration, 
and that will be toxic. But if you have 
a large body of water, then the same 
amount of toxin will be diluted and will 
not impact,” Poudel said. 

Poudel shared how essential the 
monitoring and mapping process was for 
this investigation, especially determining 
the hottest spots where the pollutants are 
heavily concentrated and where officials 
should focus more, along with where 
people would need to take caution. 

“If something disastrous were to 
happen in Lafayette, and then we all will 
say that everywhere is a problem, and we 
cannot go, but it may be in only one part 
of the city where you have a real issue, 
and in other parts of the city, you might 
not have any problem there,” Poudel 
said. 

Although the toxins would be distilled 
by the time they reach Louisiana, Poudel 
did share some problems that might be 
concerning for not just Louisiana, but 
Ohio residents as well. The soil pollution 
could greatly affect the food supply in 
Ohio, and conducting soil pollution 
remediation would be necessary because 
once the soil is contaminated, the 
contaminants would be there for a long 
time. 

Other sources like water could also 
be contaminated from those lingering 
toxins in the soil with the water filtering 
through the polluted soil.  

According to Poudel, another issue 
could be the transformation of these 
chemicals to something that could 
be more alarming than people had 
envisioned. The changing environment 
could lead to a more harmful reaction 
from the chemicals, even if it is not 
visible or determined at this current 
moment. 

“So, the chemicals that visually they 
are analyzing, they find not very high 
levels of toxicity, but there could be 
some other product of these chemicals, 
when they are in the ground or in the air 
or in the water,” Poudel said. “What are 
these other products? We do not know 
that. And how deadly are these other 
products? We do not know. That is the 
problem of an environmental disaster 
like this.”

Government officials shared their 
response to this incident.

“Over the course of my response to 
Norfolk Southern’s train derailment 
disaster, I have called upon Congress 
to take action regarding federal rail 
regulations, including looking at 
the safety issues the East Palestine 
derailment has raised. I have also called 
on Congress to change regulations to 
ensure states are notified when trains 
carrying hazardous materials are 
running through those states.  Federal 
statutes pre-empt regulations by the 
states, so it is important that action is 
taken by Congress,” Ohio Governor 
Mike DeWine wrote. 

Poudel shared the reality of the 
longevity of an environmental disaster 
such as this one. 

“They tend to look at the government 
or EPA or response team, and then they 
like to have solutions right away and 
then get back to the comfort zone, but 
unfortunately, it doesn’t happen,” Poudel 
said. “It’s a disaster, and once it happens, 
it is there.”

Ohio train derailment could leave  
Louisiana with uncertain dangers

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Joyce Constantine Henson stands with 
new Louisiana Civil Rights Trail marker.

Photo by NTSB Gov

Overhead drone picture of train derailment in East Palestine, Ohio. 
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

March 4
• At 5:25 p.m., a minor traffic accident occurred on Boucher Street 
involving a 2021 white Isuzu truck and a 2006 silver Ford Mustang. There 
were no reported injuries. There was minor damage to each vehicle. A LA 
crash report was generated.

March 3
• At 11:58 p.m., an officer was dispatched to people smoking in the dorm. 
Someone was found with five grams of suspected marijuana and two 
burnt marijuana buds and was arrested.

March 2
• At 12:14 a.m., an officer observed three individuals asking students for 
money at 400 E University Avenue. A field interview was conducted.

• At 11:01 p.m., officers were dispatched to Agnes Edwards Hall in reference 
to a disturbance. A report was generated and no crime was committed.

• At 11:18 p.m., officers were flagged down while conducting a foot 
patrol at 110 Rex St. in reference to stolen items. An investigation was 
conducted.

March 1
• At 12:37 a.m., officers were dispatched to a domestic disturbance on the 
corner of Tulane Avenue and Roosevelt.

• At 8:46 a.m., UL Lafayette Police received a report regarding stolen 
clothes that had already occurred off of the Baker Hall laundromat. 
Clothing items reported as stolen were assorted shirts, black pants, 
underwear, bra and socks. An officer was dispatched. 

• At 8:47 a.m., an officer received a report that a person removed the tarp 
from a statue at 100 block Rex Street.

Feb. 28
• At 12:00 a.m., officers located a suspicious person on campus. 
• At 4:29 p.m., a resident student reported that another student argued 
with her over handicap parking. An investigation was conducted.

Feb. 27
• At 9:30 a.m., a complaint of damaged property was received from Agnes 
Edwards Hall. Officers responded and conducted an investigation.

• At 9:28 p.m., officers were dispatched to Bonin Hall in reference to hate 
speech written on the white board.

Feb. 26
• At 12:20 p.m., officers were dispatched to UL Lafayette Parking Zone 
27 in reference to a vehicle burglary. The item reported as stolen was a 
tortoise pattern Costa sunglasses with green lenses.

Candy Gettridge
FOOD REVIEWER

Home of delicious, authentic Jamaican 
flavors, Di Jerk Stop is a local Jamaican 
restaurant and lounge. 

Imagine walking into a dimly lit 
space, reggae tunes playing softly as the 
pleasant scent of herbs and spices fills 
the air. Di Jerk Stop is a very relaxing 
and comfortable restaurant to visit 
while enjoying the different flavors of 
Caribbean food. 

Red, green and black paint the walls 
of the restaurant. The décor consists of 
pictures of Jamaican athletes and artists, 
including famous reggae musician Bob 
Marley, paintings and inspirational 
quotes. 

The dining room is very spacious for 
diners to chill and enjoy their food. The 
lounge area also has seating, a bar and a 
pool table located in a room tucked off to 
the side of the bar. 

Di Jerk Stop offers an extensive amount 
of flavorful Jamaican dishes. The menu 
contains mostly meats including oxtail, 
jerk chicken, jerk pork, turkey neck and 
curried goat just to name a few. Different 
flavors of pasta, wings and fufu are also 
offered. 

The price of your order depends on 
your choice of meat. For a bowl of food, 
it is either $8.50 or $10.50, both including 
two sides. For a plate of food it is $18.00. 
I’m sure you’re thinking, “$18.00? For a 
plate of food?” Trust me, it is so worth it. 
Besides the amazing taste of the food, one 
thing I love about this restaurant is the 
generous amount that is served. 

Oxtail stew is one of my favorite dishes. 
It is such a rich and flavorsome stew 
that I just had to give it a try from an 
authentic Jamaican restaurant. I decided 
to order my food with a side of rice and 
peas and steamed vegetables. Now, I’ve 

had the pleasure of enjoying oxtail stew 
throughout my years, but I’ve never had a 
bowl that tops this. 

These oxtails were served with a thick, 
brown gravy which had a slight taste 
of ginger. The meat was beautifully cut, 
tender and juicy. With each bite, meat 
slid off the bone. That’s how you know 
they’re cooked to perfection. 

The steamed vegetables were incredibly 
delicious. Each bite, seasoned with 
the same ginger taste, and mixed with 
a little bit of the gravy and rice, was 
phenomenal.  The few bites of peas I 
tasted throughout the rice and gravy 
really finished adding uniqueness and 
flavor to this dish. 

If you couldn’t tell already, I enjoyed 
this meal to the fullest. The flavors took 
me to the beautiful Caribbean islands and 
cultures of Jamaica.  I often found myself 
bobbing my head to the soft reggae tunes 
as I savored my food. This was my first 
and definitely will not be my last visit to 
Di Jerk Stop. 

My overall experience at Di Jerk Stop 
was one for the books. The customer 
service was very welcoming and the 
waitress and owner seemed very excited 
to serve customers. 

The restaurant and lounge was very 
tidy. The seating is comfortable and there 
are bar stools for diners who want to sit 
at the bar. 

Di Jerk Stop is located at the address: 
4416 Johnston Street Building D in 
Lafayette. The restaurant is closed on 
Mondays, open from 11 a.m. to midnight 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11a.m. to 
1 a.m. on Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays, and closed on 
Sundays. 

Make sure to stop by Acadiana’s 
Authentic Jamaican Cuisine, also known 
as the Di Jerk Stop, for unforgettable and 
delightful Jamaican cuisine.

Baby, Jamaican me crazy 
for that good oxtail stew 

Photo by Malik Jones

Exterior sign of Di Jerk Shop.

Photo by Malik Jones

Photo of oxtail stew.
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Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Yeon Choi, a professor of computer 
art and animation at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, is set to have her 
exhibit “My Favorite Things” on display 
in the Hilliard Art Museum.

“My Favorite Things,” which will 
open on April 1, is a series of paintings 
depicting various household objects, 
plants and animals in circular canvases. 
In her artist’s statement, Choi writes on 
the significance of the items she depicts.

“The iridescent colors of butterfly 
wings and the silky textures of flower 
petals inspire joy,” Choi wrote. “I dream 
of spending time in my garden among 
them, relaxing, but the painful bug bites 
that accompany this beauty irritate me. 
Bug bites represent problems, agitations, 
and worries in my life.”

Choi stated that the images of 
domestic objects represent her 
femininity and identity. Of particular 
mention are the various paintings 
of hairbrushes with hair tangled in 
them, representing both the fear and 
acceptance of aging.

“I always try to convey the duality of 
life experiences. Good, bad. Beautiful 
and grotesque. But it’s the same thing,” 
Choi said.

The work focuses on the way even 
everyday objects can bring back deep 
memories associated with them.

“A lot of times, when you hold 
the objects, it triggers the memory. 
Memories of people you loved, or 
memories of people who tortured you, 
and all of those,” Choi said.

The images are all painted on circular 
canvases. Choi was inspired by the work 
of the psychologist Marie-Louise von 
Franz, who wrote about the symbolism 
of circles.

“Circles are symbols of the self, and 

because it goes around, it also represents 
the wholeness, the perfectness,” Choi 
said.

She first began painting on circular 
canvases during the COVID-19 
pandemic, sharing that she felt they 
represented both the isolation from 
other people and disconnection from the 
world and also the connections we still 
share with other people.

Choi expressed that once her art is 
out there, it’s no longer strictly hers, 
and that viewers are free to interpret it 
however they please. But her hope is that 
they may find some way to project their 
own experiences through the images on 
display.

The museum’s director, Louanne 
Greenwald, shared the importance of 
showing a faculty member’s work and 
allowing for students to see their teacher 
in another light.

“What’s great about showing faculty 
at UL is it’s a really, I think, important 
opportunity for students to see their 
faculty member in a professional 
environment. To make that connection 
between practice and professional 
presentation, I think that’s really 
valuable,” Greenwald said.

Choi grew up in South Korea, 
attaining her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in painting there. But after 
watching the film “Pink Floyd – The 
Wall,” she was inspired to learn 
animation and moved to Massachusetts 
in order to study.

As there were economic troubles in 
South Korea at the time, Choi remained 
in America after her studies. She recalled 
visiting New Orleans for a conference 
and loved the city, which prompted her 
to seek out a job in Louisiana.

“Architecture was interesting, people 
are so easy, laid back. And I loved it. 
So when I actually looked for a job, I 
applied here in Lafayette,” Choi said.

Though she only planned to stay for 
a few years, she’s been teaching at UL 
Lafayette for more than 20 years. She 
credits her long stay to her growing to 
enjoy working with her colleagues, and 
especially the students she teaches.

“Students here, they are like the 
diamonds in the rough,” Choi said.

In addition to Choi’s work, the 
Hilliard Art Museum is observing and 

commemorating this year’s Women’s 
History Month with two more 
exhibitions by female artists: Luciana 
Abait’s “On the Verge” will be on display 
until July 29, and Kalee Appleton’s 
“Entanglement” will be displayed from 
March 21 to July 15.

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

On March 16, the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette will be holding its 
annual Women’s Leadership Conference. 
The conference consists of keynote 
speakers, breakout sessions and an 
awards presentation.  

Cheryl Bryant, administrative 
assistant for the Office for Campus 
Diversity, said, “This is our 16th annual 
Women’s Leadership conference, and it 
was started to honor Women’s History 
Month. We wanted to build where 
women would gain something from 
attending the conferences, something to 
make them better than when they first 
came.”

The conference is a way for women to 
be heard, listen to similar experiences 

they might have gone through and be in 
a supportive and uplifting environment. 

Kiwana McClung, UL Lafayette’s chief 
diversity officer, said, “We want women 
to have a platform where they can 
discuss, talk about things that they have 
done in leadership, the challenges that 
they are having, and what they would 
like to see in order to make sure that 
more women feel supported and go into 
leadership roles, and we just want to sort 
out those issues that people make face 
that make leadership difficult for them.” 

She continued, “So any issue, whether 
it be for mental health and/or wellness, 
or issues dealing with inadequacy. 
We had a lot of talks in the past about 
imposter syndrome.”

This year’s keynote speakers are Ali 
Landry and First Lady Donna Edwards. 
Landry will also be promoting her new 

book titled “Reshape Your Life.”
“This year our keynote speaker 

is Landry. Landry attended UL and 
became Miss USA. She is now an author 
and she is promoting her book here,” 
Bryant said. “We have a theme this 
year of our conference, it is celebrating 
women who are telling our stories. So 
her having a book catered to women and 
reshaping their lives was a bonus and a 
great fit.”

McClung shared that Edwards will be 
giving the introductory message of the 
conference.

“She will be talking about women 
and the path that we blaze. She will do 
an opening message for the conference 
attendees before we start our first session 
of the day.”

There will be three awards given out: 
Sarah Brabant Trailblazer Award, Rising 

Leader Award and the Emerging Leader 
Award. 

“We also want to celebrate winning, 
which is where the awards come in. It’s 
saying why we have keynotes throughout 
the day who are always talking about 
their successes and their strategies for 
navigating the world and navigating 
leadership,” McClung said. “But we 
want to honor women who have done it 
successfully.”

“We have three awards that do that 
and honor them not only later in 
life, but those who are showing great 
compromise in their career and in their 
mid-career,” McClung continued.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged 
to attend the Women’s Leadership 
Conference.

Check-in will be at 7:30 a.m., welcome 
and morning keynote will be at 8:15 
a.m., break-out sessions one and two will 
be at 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m., keynote 
and award lunch will be at 11:30 a.m., 
break-out sessions three and four will be 
at 1:00 p.m. and 2:15 p.m. and closing 
will be at 3:30 p.m.

“We call it a Women’s Leadership 
Conference or call it a Women’s 
Conference during Women’s History 
month but men are welcome because 
they’re our allies,” Bryant said. “They’re 
our supporters. They can learn how to 
work with this just as much as we can 
learn from them. So we invited them to 
come.”

“I would tell students that if they have 
not ever engaged with the Women’s 
Leadership Conference that they 
should just come and engage with it,” 
McClung said. “No one ever regrets 
it. We really think that it is a venue 
where you can get, you know, a lot of 
insight from people who are out there 
serving their communities, doing great 
work, succeeding, and if that’s what you 
want, that is the kind of people you put 
yourself around.”

“Even if some of the topics are not 
exactly what you would be interested 
in, just to be in that vicinity, see those 
women talk and talk to some of those 
women, and get the chance to start a 
fellowship with them, would put them in 
a position where they would learn a lot 
that can serve them in their future lives 
and careers,” McClung concluded.

UL Lafayette hosting 16th Women’s 
Leadership Conference on March 16

UL Lafayette professor Yeon Choi to 
showcase work in Hilliard Art Museum

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul
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Faculty and attendees at the 2022 Women’s Leadership Conference.

Image provided by Yeon Choi

Title: Thirty Something 
Year: 2022 
Medium: Acrylic on 16 Circular Canvas Panels. Each Canvas is 12” Diameter
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Ellie Moore
NEWS WRITER

Love Fest is a regenerative community 
event focusing on building a stronger 
community. The free public event will 
be held on March 25, starting at 8 a.m. 
and ending around 8 p.m. at the Moncus 
Park amphitheater. 

Miles and Sylvia Kondylas are the 
executive producers of Love Fest. Miles 
Kondylas described the purpose of Love 
Fest. 

“Trying to build better communities 
through education, interdependence, 
health and wellness and empathy 
and really trying to make Lafayette 
an example for all Louisiana,” Miles 
Kondylas said.  

“It’s really a celebration about the best 
of what going on in Lafayette right now,” 
Miles Kondylas continued. 

The event will offer breathwork, yoga, 
local non-profits, live keynote speakers, 
local craft and artisans and local 
vegan food vendors. Sylvia Kondylas 
encouraged people to support the many 
local vegan vendors at Love Fest. 

“There are amazing vegan restaurants, 
amazing vegan vendors that you don’t 
have to be vegan to support. You eat a 
vegan meal versus a meat-based meal, 
you’re gonna be improving your health. 
We’re not vegan. You don’t have to 
live that lifestyle in order to be a little 
healthier,” Sylvia Kondylas said.

There will also be live music 
throughout the day. The music acts, in 
no particular order, are Alyse Young, 
Charlie Novak, The Fizzgigs, Zach 
Edwards and Nikki Needham. QR 
codes will be placed by the music acts, 
allowing people to tip the artists through 
the link they are brought to.

Over 20 vendors will be at the event 
as well; they were not charged a fee to 
participate, and they will receive all of 

the money they make. Some things that 
these vendors will be offering include 
workshops on empathy, crystal family 
constellations, red light therapy panels, 
a cold plunge, a sound bath station, a 
tie-dying station, henna, a potted plant 
workshop and a forest bathing hike 
through Moncus Park. Also, Pack and 
Paddle will set up some hammocks that 
people will be able to use.

Love Fest is a nonprofit event. The 
Kondylases share a passion for making 
a community and admire the city of 
Lafayette. Miles Kondylas shared that 
some of the funding for the event is 
coming from their pockets.  

“We’re just really invested with the 
idea of building a better community,” 
Miles Kondylas said.

The Kondylases think Love Fest is an 
important event for students to attend 
to learn about what is offered in the 
community and to learn more about 
health and wellness. 

“We want to expose younger people to 
the infinite possibilities of what’s going 
on right here in town,” Miles Kondylas 
said. 

Sylvia Kondylas shared that students 
may be interested in the activities that 
Love Fest offers but just don’t know that 
they can find them in Lafayette.

“They want the services and they don’t 
think that they’re here,” Sylvia Kondylas 
said.

Love Fest will feature these services 
and spread awareness of what is available 
here in Lafayette.

Sylvia Kondylas also thinks students 
need to become more involved in 
the community to aid the local aging 
population. 

 “Students need to come to this 
because the aging population will need 
help. The community that’s not as well 
integrated needs people to come and 
help,” Sylvia Kondylas said.

The tagline for the event is “Love your 
body. Love your mind. Love Lafayette.” 

This event will share health tips and 
celebrate local businesses in Lafayette.

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Mock drafts predicting the New 
Orleans Saints making a huge move 
to select a quarterback have become 
a popular topic around Louisiana in 
recent years. The latest mock drafts 
are already speculating New Orleans 
drafting the likes of Kentucky’s Will 
Levis or Tennessee’s Hendon Hooker in 
this year’s event.

When the Chicago Bears selected 

quarterback Justin Fields 11th overall 
in 2021, it temporarily squashed the 
possibility of the Ohio State product 
being the new face of the Saints 
franchise.

Recent events might reopen the 
door for Fields to make his way to 
the Crescent City after all, and the 
hypothetical isn’t too far-fetched.

With Chicago holding the first overall 
pick in the NFL Draft on April 27, NFL 
executives are allegedly convinced that 
all options will be on the table regarding 

the Bears’ entire roster, including Fields, 
according to The Washington Post’s 
Jason La Canfora via Twitter.

Trading a quarterback just two years 
after selecting them with a premium 
pick might seem overdramatic, but 
when Fields was selected by Chicago, it 
was under the operation of former head 
coach Matt Nagy and general manager 
Ryan Pace. Both are no longer part of 
the organization.

Chicago announced former Kansas 
City Chiefs executive Ryan Poles as their 
new general manager on Jan. 25, 2022 
and former Indianapolis Colts defensive 
coordinator Matt Eberflus as their new 
head coach two days later.

The Bears’ new leadership tandem 
weren’t with the team when Fields was 
drafted, which is why some believe they 
may move off Fields and use their top 
overall selection on another quarterback.

Fields appeared on an episode of the 
podcast “Pardon My Take” on Feb. 15 
and was asked how he feels about “Bear 
weather”, alluding to the freezing cold 
winds often experienced in Chicago.

“I feel, like, way slower in that cold 
weather,” Fields said. “I hope we just get 
a dome. I don’t care if it’s at Soldier Field, 
I don’t care if we’re at Arlington Heights, 
I hope we get a dome.”

If a dome is what Fields wants, he’d 
embrace the chance not only to play in 
Caesars Superdome, one of the most 
iconic indoor venues in America, but 
also to live closer to his home and family 
in Kennesaw, Georgia.

Three other warm-weather teams 
reside in the NFC South: the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, the Carolina Panthers and 
the Atlanta Falcons. Atlanta also plays 
their home games indoors at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium.

With all four divisional teams meeting 
each other twice per season and each 
team playing eight to nine home games 
per year, Fields could play over half 
his games both indoors and in a fair-
weather city with New Orleans.

With Tom Brady retiring, Atlanta 
shipping Matt Ryan to the Indianapolis 
Colts last offseason and Carolina still 
struggling to replace Cam Newton, 
Fields could have a chance to quickly 
become the best quarterback in the 
division should he be moved.

A talented roster awaits Fields if New 
Orleans were to make a move. Fields 
joining five-time Pro Bowl running back 
Alvin Kamara and do-it-all utility player 
Taysom Hill, who combined for over 
1,400 rushing yards last season, would 
form one of the NFC’s most potent 
rushing attacks.

Perhaps the most attractive asset for 
Fields in New Orleans is his former 
college teammate. The Saints drafted 
wide receiver Chris Olave from Ohio 
State with the 11th overall pick in 2022. 
Between 2019 and 2020, Fields and 
Olave connected for over 1,500 yards 
and 19 touchdowns for the Buckeyes.

The duo can pick up their rapport 
right where they left off.

For now, two-time All-Pro receiver 
Michael Thomas remains on the Saints 
roster, providing another prolific target 
for Fields upon arrival. Additionally, 
Fields can further the development 
of young, promising pass-catchers 
Juwan Johnson, Rashid Shaheed and 
Marquez Callaway. The trio combined 
for over 1,100 receiving yards and nine 
touchdown grabs in 2022.

Fields can potentially play behind 
an offensive line containing three-time 
Pro Bowl guard Andrus Peat, All-Pro 
tackle Ryan Ramczyk and rising talents 
in center with Erik McCoy, guard Cesar 
Ruiz and the 19th overall 2022 draft 
pick, tackle Trevor Penning.

Everything depends on what Chicago 
does with the first overall pick and their 
quarterback. If a trade is the avenue 
taken, New Orleans has the talent and 
draft capital to trade for Fields, including 
a first round pick this year obtained 
from the Denver Broncos in the Sean 
Payton trade.

Justin Fields to the New Orleans 
Saints: not as crazy as it sounds

Love Fest: community-focused 
event to be held in Moncus Park

Photo by Kevin C. Cox/Getty Images

Chicago Bears quarterback Justin Fields (#1) looks onto the field before a game 
against the Atlanta Falcons at Mercedes-Benz Stadium on Nov. 20, 2022 in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Graphic by Miles Kondylas
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Ragin’ Cajuns eliminated after their 
season-low offensive performance
Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

The defense for Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns Women’s Basketball was not 
enough to account for the lack of offense 
in the team’s second-round 51–38 loss 
to the Appalachian State Mountaineers 
in the Sun Belt Women’s Basketball 
Championship.

In a game that saw the seventh-seeded 
Ragin’ Cajuns put up the lowest point 
total of their season, Louisiana quickly 
dug themselves into a hole against No. 
10 seed App State after scoring the first 
two points of the game via a Caira Wren 
layup.

Louisiana did a sufficient job of 
holding App State in check for the 
majority of the game. The Ragin’ Cajuns 
defense forced several tough looks for 
the Mountaineers, who shot 27.6% in the 
first half (8–29) and 36.7% in the second 
half (8–22). All listed stats are provided 
by NCAA LiveStats by Genius Sports.

The defense was able to force 14 
turnovers on App State. Sophomore 
forward Tamera Johnson accounted for 
two of the Ragin’ Cajuns’ six steals and 
one of the team’s four blocks. She also 
grabbed 10 total rebounds, six of them 
on defense.

The poor performance offensively in 
the Ragin’ Cajuns’ loss can be chalked up 
to both an inability to knock down shots 
and the defensive pressure applied by the 
Mountaineers.

App State’s subpar shooting percentage 
in the first half was the lesser of two evils 
compared to Louisiana’s 19.4% (6–31) 
first-half shooting percentage.

The Ragin’ Cajuns scored a total of 
four points at the conclusion of the 
first period, their second-lowest first-

period point total this year. Allowing 
the Mountaineers to jump out to a 
13–5 lead, 12 minutes and 44 seconds 
progressed in the game before Louisiana 
cracked the five-point mark. 

Louisiana has started slow before 
and come back to win on a couple of 
occasions this season, scoring five first-
period points in a 54–38 win over the 
Abilene Christian Wildcats and eight 
first-period points in a 57–46 win over 
the UL-Monroe Warhawks. March 1 
against App State wasn’t the case.

As a whole, the Ragin’ Cajuns shot 
just 14–59 (23.7%) on the evening and 
1–13 from 3-point range. Junior guard 
Destiny Rice drained the lone 3-pointer 
for the team.

Third-team All-Sun Belt Conference 
selection Lanay Wheaton paced the 
team with 12 points on 6–18 shooting 
(33.3%). No other player exceeded five 
points in the contest.

With Louisiana playing from behind 
for over 38 minutes, four different 
guards finished with at least 20 minutes 
of playing time in an attempt to catch 
App State. Wheaton saw the court for 30 
minutes while Nubia Benedith, Sherry 
Porter and Rice all saw 20-plus.

I explained previously that this year’s 
conference championship tournament 
would be wide open. Louisiana wasn’t 
the only team who suffered an upset.

The No. 11 seed Arkansas State Red 
Wolves also knocked off the No. 6 seed 
Georgia Southern Eagles in the second 
round and pushed the No. 3 seed 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles to the 
brink in their quarterfinals loss. 

App State advanced to give the No. 
2 seed Texas State Bobcats all they 
could handle in the Mountaineers’ 
quarterfinals loss.

With the Ragin’ Cajuns unlikely 
to qualify for the women’s NCAA 
tournament this year, they’ll await a 
potential invite to the 2023 Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament. 
Louisiana participated in this year’s 
preseason WNIT from Nov. 15 to Nov. 
20, losing to the Colorado Buffaloes, 

Jackson State Tigers and Texas Tech Red 
Raiders.

The 64-team field for the 2023 WNIT 
will be selected on Sunday, March 
12 shortly after the women’s NCAA 
tournament field is announced with the 
first round beginning on Wednesday, 
March 15.

Charles Martin
SPORTS WRITER

Opening weekend for Major League 
Soccer was an offensive showcase, with 
many games having two or more goals. 
Many clubs entered the season ready 
to win the MLS Cup. The favorites to 
win the cup showed out, while others 
showed they will have some kinks to 
work out over the course of the long 
season. 

Starting off the weekend, Nashville SC 
took on New York City Football Club at 
home in front of 28,000 fans. Nashville 
revealed new jerseys, designed in honor 
of the Man in Black himself, Johnny 
Cash.

Nashville would strike first as Walker 
Zimmerman scored the first goal in the 
34th minute. When halftime reached, 
Nashville was up 1–0 against NYC. 

Coming back out, NYC managed to 

click as a team, dominating possession 
for the rest of the game. However, they 
could not break through to score, only 
managing two shots on goal. Nashville 
did not have such problems.

In the 75th minute, Nashville made 
a substitution, taking out Randall Leal 
and putting in Hany Mukhtar. Mukhtar 
scored 23 total goals last season and 
was named the MLS MVP, and that 
showed on the pitch. Minutes after the 
substitution, Mukhtar moved the ball 
down to the goal to assist in a Jacob 
Shaffelburg goal in the 80th minute.

The final score at full-time would be 
2–0 in a spectacular opening win for 
Nashville SC, who is hoping to make a 
return to the playoffs.

Moving northeast from Nashville, 
Philadelphia Union took on the visiting 
Columbus Crew. Columbus had a tough 
job ahead of them playing the runner-
ups for the MLS Cup. 

Columbus would not be up to the 
task, as their only goal would come from 
an own goal by Philadelphia’s Jakob 
Glesnes (28’). 

The score at halftime was 1–1 after a 
Dániel Gazdag goal off a penalty kick 
three minutes after the 45th minute. 
Though slow to start, once they got 
going, they did not stop.

Philadelphia would come roaring 
out with a goal by Julián Carranza in 
the 52nd minute. From there, it took 
Columbus everything to try and stop the 
onslaught of the Philadelphia offense.

 Philadelphia would finish the game 
with two more goals, another penalty 
kick by Gazdag in the 72nd minute 
and another Carranza goal in the 80th 
minute with an amazing assist from 
Joaquín Torres.

With the final score of 4–1, 
Philadelphia showed fans an offensive 
storm. Columbus showed a solid 

defensive performance that collapsed in 
the second half.

Moving south, one of the most 
exciting games of the weekend took 
place when Austin FC took on visiting 
St. Louis City SC. St. Louis was just 
moved into MLS, this game being 
their first one in the league. Their first 
opponent would be the mighty Austin 
FC, who finished last season second in 
the Western Conference. 

If Austin was expecting an easy game, 
then they would be mistaken as St. Louis 
took an early lead off a Tim Parker goal 
in the 24th minute. Austin would not 
answer till the end of the half with a 
Sebastián Driussi goal four minutes after 
the 45th minute. 

The final 20 minutes of the match was 
the deciding factor of the game as Austin 
went up 2–1 off a Jon Gallagher goal in 
the 72nd minute. St. Louis would answer 
immediately with a Jared Stroud goal in 
minute 78. The game would end in a St. 
Louis victory after Klauss scored in the 
86th minute, with Austin failing to score 
a goal to tie.

In the capital, D.C. United would win 
a thriller against Toronto FC 3–2. D.C. 
would take the early lead off a Mateusz 
Klich goal in minute 13 and go into half-
time up 1–0.

Toronto would then tie off a Federico 
Bernardeschi penalty kick in the 66th 
minute, before taking the lead with a 
Mark-Anthony Kaye goal in the 83rd 
minute. D.C. would rally back with goals 
by Christian Benteke in minute 90 and 
the game winning goal by Theodore 
Ku-Dipeietro in extra time eight minutes 
after the 90th minute.

The Vancouver Whitecaps would lose 
at home to Real Salt Lake 2–1. Salt Lake 
would rally back from 1–0 to score two 
goals within three minutes of each other. 
The first was by Justen Glad (70’) and 
the second one by Damir Kreilach (73’).

The final game of the opening 
weekend came between the Portland 
Timbers and Sporting Kansas City. The 
Timbers would manage a victory with an 
early goal by Juan Mosquera (6’), despite 
KC dominating possession and taking 
more shots.

The Opening Weekend for MLS

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Photo by UL Athletics*

Lanay Wheaton (#4) handles the ball in a win against the UL-Monroe Warhawks on 
Feb. 16.

Photo by Nashville SC

Nashville CB Walker Zimmerman (#25) scores the opening goal against NYC FC on Feb. 25.
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Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

My style of writing, whether it be 
stories, poems, songs or anything in 
that realm, is writing with an intended 
message. Not only that, but I also like 
to get people scratching their heads 
asking, “What in the world did I just 
experience? What does it all mean?” If 
I can get that reaction from people, I 
know I made a hit.

I feel like the reason I write like this is 
because that is what I like to witness as a 
reader and/or a viewer. Although I have 
yet to read a book to have me asking 
all kinds of questions, I have watched 
movies that have had me running to 
IMDB and Youtube analysis videos. 

One of the first of many movies that 
did this for me was Jordan Peele’s “Us.” 
From the symbolism of duality to the 
religious messages, this movie expanded 
my palette of storytelling. If it does not 
have symbolism and a deeper meaning, I 
don’t want it.

Another movie that comes to mind, 
but is no surprise, is Christoper Nolan’s 
“Inception.” As you’re watching, you 
need to follow along with the movie’s 
synopsis because that is the best, and 
only way, to accurately explain it to 
someone. That movie raised more and 
more questions than me in philosophy. 

As an aspiring writer of all kinds, I 
love finding out new ways to convey 
a story. I love learning more about 
cinematography, acting, music, 
screenwriting and so much more 
because all are components to compel 
the audience, especially for movie 
adaptations of books. 

Fans of “The Hunger Games,” 
“Divergent” and the many other book 
series that made it to the big screen have 
already created their own image of the 
world just from words on a page. 

My dream is to not only create 
memorable imagery for readers but to 
also have that imagery portrayed on the 
big screen.

I have many ideas for books, movies 

and TV shows, but the most challenging 
part is growing those ideas into fruition. 
It is always “Where do I start? What if 
it’s trash?” A bunch of what ifs that go 
unanswered and will never be answered 
if you do not try. I cannot tell you the 
number of journals I have filled up with 
solely story ideas.

According to “A Cognitive Process 
Theory of Writing” by Linda Flowers 
and John R. Hayes, “Just as goals lead a 
writer to generate ideas, those ideas lead 
to new, more complex goals which can 
then integrate content and purpose.” 

Flowers and Hayes also write, “If the 
writer’s topic is unfamiliar or the task 
demands creative thinking, the writer’s 
ability to explore, to consolidate the 
results, and to regenerate his or her goals 
will be a critical skill.” 

Yes, it is easier said than done to keep 
the pen moving. In the midst of trying to 
create a world people believe is real, we 
also have reality poking at our writing 
bubble, which can either be detrimental 
to the process or help it. 

Personally, it is easier for me to keep 
reality out of my bubble because reality 
can be brutally real.

However, when creating something 
guaranteed to be abstract, the reason 
why it goes so much deeper is because of 
how the portrayal mirrors reality. 

There has to be a meaning to all of 
this chaos, and allowing audiences to 
interpret the feelings that come from 
seeing abstract organized chaos can be 
more fulfilling than you think.

Not only does abstract offer free 
creative expression, but it also lights 
something in people’s brains that forces 
them to think outside of the box. 

To think outside the box unlocks 
something that pieces the puzzle 
together. That is my intention as a writer 
because the message needs to reach the 
very depths of your soul in order to fully 
understand it.

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Caelan Broussard
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Feb. 18, Carolyn 
Broussard passed away after a 15-year-
long battle with multiple myeloma. 
That alone is impressive because the life 
expectancy for those suffering from this 
form of cancer is anywhere from five to 
six years. 

I saw this fight firsthand as she was my 
grandmother, or Memaw as I call her. I 
was there at Calcutta Hospice to say my 
final goodbyes, and the next part of my 
coping process is writing. Therefore, I 
find it fitting that the first article after her 
death is a tribute to all my grandmother 
has done.

For those of you who have a savings or 
checking account with the credit union, 
either at the campus branch or the branch 
near Cajun Field, Broussard was the 
secretary for the Board of Directors. She 
held that role from 2013 until her cancer 
treatments forced her resignation in 
January. The shelf behind her recliner has 
a plaque honoring her commitment to 
the excellent job she did. 

Before she took the job at the credit 
union, she worked for Dr. Gerald Carlson 
as his secretary for 30 years, from 1982-
2012. For this, there is an award that 
was given to her by the university that 
recognized her outstanding service to 
UL Lafayette. She received the Charles 
E. Dunbar, Jr Career Service Award 
from the Louisiana Department of State 
Civil Service for her service upon her 
retirement. 

I would often remember going to the 
Dean’s office as a 6-year-old kid and 
falling in love with an electric typewriter 
I found in her office. Whenever I was not 
feeling well or left school early for any 
reason, she would let me sit down next to 
her and type things on the typewriter. 

I remember in my first semester of 
classes, she took me to the credit union 

location on campus and introduced me 
to the workers there. They knew her 
by name, and my Memaw gave them 
“eyeballs”, which were little chocolate 
spheres with a cellophane wrapper in the 
image of an eye. 

When I got a job at The Vermilion as 
a sports writer, she was deeply interested 
in what I was writing and what I 
would write next. She kept a binder of 
everything I did as a sports writer. If you 
were to open the binder, you would find 
each newspaper from the Sept. 22, 2022 
issue to the first issue of the Spring 2023 
semester. 

Every media credential from games I 
attended make an appearance (minus the 
Florida State game because I still have 
that copy). Finally, at the very beginning 

of the binder, there is the certificate I 
received for placing first in the current 
events quiz at the SEJC Conference in 
Thibodaux on Feb. 11. The only thing 
that she does not have is the medal to 
go along with it, and once it is received, 
I will make sure it is right next to the 
certificate. 

Memaw loved everyone no matter 
what. Anything that was needed, she 
would provide. Now that she’s gone, 
everything just seems empty. The chair 
where she would always sit is empty. 
Though my dog BB climbs into it to take 
her nap, she should be napping with 
Memaw.

It’s hard writing this article. I can’t sit 
here and pretend like everything is okay, 
because nothing will ever be the same. 

The last thing she told me before she 
went into a comatose state was to bring 
her a copy of The Vermilion. Honoring 
this, I grabbed a copy and gave it to her. 
She couldn’t read it, even though her eyes 
were open. Little did I know that that was 
the last time I would see her hazel eyes 
again. 

Mrs. Carolyn Broussard, my Memaw, 
was a hard-working woman who 
provided everything she could. She did 
this not only for me and my family, 
she also gave all that she could for the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. For 
40 years of service, it should only be right 
that she is allowed to enter eternal rest.

Goodbye, Memaw. I will always love 
you. Thank you for everything you’ve 
done.

Thank you, Memaw, for all you’ve 
done for me and for UL Lafayette

Photo provided by the family of Carolyn Broussard 

From left to right: Caelan, Carolyn Broussard, and Caelan’s sister, ller, pose in front of a bronze stature of a tortoise in 2016.

Graphic by Lillian Babineaux

Abstract writing: thinking out 
the box like it was never there

Allons
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Jessica Ojadi
ALLONS WRITER

Rihanna’s Super Bowl LVII halftime 
performance at Arizona’s State Farm 
Stadium was a true spectacle, showcasing 
not only her catalogue of hit records 
and remarkable energy, but also her 
incredible and delectable sense of style. 

The 34-year-old singer is renowned 
for pushing the boundaries when it 
comes to elegance, and her Super Bowl 
performance was no exception.

While her performance may have been 
relatively low-key compared to previous 
editions, Rihanna made a statement 
with her fashion. She wore a custom-
made red hippy jumpsuit by Loewe’s 
Jonathan Anderson, which featured a 
plastic halter and was paired with MM6 
low-top sneakers. The shoe is priced at 
only $360 and was a surprising choice 
from the singer for one of the world’s 
biggest cultural events. Nonetheless, they 
perfectly complemented the streetwear 
vibe radiated by her outfit.

The sneaker is the first limited-
edition piece to drop from the recent 
collaboration between Maison Margiela 
and Salomon, combining Salomon’s 
functionality with Maison Margiela’s 
sophisticated design elements. 

The result is a runway-worthy 
footwear that is both practical and 
stylish, with grippy rubber soles, a 
platform block heel and a loose-fitting 
vamp with a drawstring closure. 
Rihanna’s choice to wear these sneakers 
on stage shows that she is not afraid to 
mix high-end and accessible fashion, and 
she has once again proven that she is a 
trendsetter in the fashion world.

In addition to her fashion ensemble, 
Rihanna glowed on stage; her makeup 
on fleek. Her makeup artist, Priscilla 
Ono, created a full Fenty Beauty visage 
for the singer, featuring a bold red lip 
with the brand’s new Icon Velvet Liquid 
Lipstick. The red lip perfectly blended 
with the red stage and added a touch of 
glamour to Rihanna’s otherwise low-key 
outfit. 

Speaking to Variety Magazine, Ono 
explained that they wanted Rihanna’s 
appearance to celebrate the moment and 
serve as a true reflection of her timeless 

style. And they certainly achieved that 
with the bold red lip, which has become 
something of a signature for Rihanna. In 
a Rolling Stone magazine review of the 
performance, “The singer’s 13-minute 
set was jam-packed with hits and zero 
collaborators, though there was a 
surprise ‘guest.’”   

Rihanna’s Super Bowl performance 
was not just about her style – she also 
made a big announcement. Immediately 
the show began with her 2015 smash 
hit “Bitch Better Have My Money,” 
speculations swirled all over social 
media, as the silhouette of her outfit 
revealed a baby bump. 

A rep confirmed to media outlets 
shortly after the show that the singer is, 
indeed, expecting her second child. The 
news added an extra layer of excitement 
to the already high-profile performance 
and had fans speculating about whether 
the pregnancy would affect Rihanna’s 
future music and tour plans.

Despite the pregnancy announcement 
and the absence of any special guests 
or new music, Rihanna’s Super Bowl 

performance was still an enthralling 
spectacle. She ran through 12 of her 
most famous songs, including “Where 
Have You Been,” “Only Girl (in the 
World),” “Work” and “Diamonds,” and 
even included two Kanye West-helmed 
songs in which she featured in: “All of 
the Lights” and Jay-Z’s “Run This Town.”

The performance was visually 
impressive, as Riri floated on a 
translucent platform with dozens of 
dancers in baggy white hazmat-style 
suits doing the heavy lifting while she 
kept her moves calm and stately. The 
production also featured impressive 
pyrotechnics, including fireworks during 
the third song, just a couple of minutes 
into the performance.

Rihanna’s Super Bowl performance 
cemented her status as one of the most 
stylish pop singers ever, not just because 
of her choice of outfit, but because of 
the elegance and grace with which she 
blended high-end fashion with easily 
accessible streetwear. 

Throughout her journey to 
superstardom, she has proven she is a 

trendsetter in both music and fashion. 
The clinging, hot pink strapless mermaid 
dress and a freshly cropped asymmetric, 
blond-streaked bob that she wore at the 
2007 MTV Video Music Awards. 

Her Guo Pei egg yolk-yellow 2015 
Met Gala robe. 2017’s silver papal mitier, 
cape and minidress by John Galliano 
for Maison Margiela. Her iconic, jaw-
dropping Met Gala 2021 look with 
A$AP Rocky and the couple’s internet-
breaking photoshoot to announce her 
first pregnancy. Rihanna’s bold choices 
continue to inspire fans around the 
world.  

In all, Rihanna’s Super Bowl 
performance was a true testament to her 
talent and style. She may have kept it 
relatively low-key, but she still managed 
to make a staggering impact with her 
outfit, radiant look and pregnancy 
announcement. And with rumours 
swirling about new music and future 
tour plans, it’s clear that Rihanna is not 
slowing down any time soon. Certainly, 
fans can’t wait to see what she has in 
store for them.

Iconic moments of Rihanna’s Super 
Bowl LVII performance: ‘Yay or Nay’

Kaylin Ambrose
ALLONS WRITER

William Shakespeare’s cultural 
impact can be felt every day. The way 
we communicate, the society we’ve 
continuously built upon and the media 
we consume have all in some way been 
touched by Shakespeare’s writing. 

Pulling off a mass cultural shift like 
this is not only extremely impressive, but 
worth investigating. What aspects of our 
lives have been affected by Shakespeare 
in ways we’ve never even realized? What 
made him capture the public eye in such 
an all encompassing way and how can 
that inspire other artists to continue this 
tradition?

As Nelson Mandela put it in The 
Guardian, “Shakespeare always seems 
to have something to say to us.” 
Shakespeare’s plays consistently revolve 
around timeless themes and concepts; 
ideas of love, death, greed and madness 
that can’t help but capture the public 
eye in a unique way because of their 
universality. 

Furthermore, Shakespeare is not 
conservative when it comes to fleshing 
out these ideas. His characters are 
raw and honest. The timelessness 
of Shakespeare’s work undoubtedly 
contributes to its success and impact. 
It remains relevant because it relates to 
inherently human urges and behaviors. 

This works to capture humanity in a 
way that forces us to examine it and relate 
it to ourselves. So, of course, his work is 
bound to culturally impact our society. 

In his article, Robert McCrum 
touches on some of the cultural impacts 
Shakespeare has had on our society. 
From innovating the English language to 
contributing to psychology, the list goes 
on and on. 

Obviously, a lot of the media we 
consume has heavy Shakespeare 
influence. Film, music and literature were 
arguably changed forever by this one 
man.

Of course, we have many film and 
literary adaptations of Shakespeare’s 
works. There’s also works that were 
clearly impacted by Shakespearen plot 

lines like the Disney classic, “The Lion 
King,” inspired by “Hamlet.” 

Beyond this, almost all work can 
ultimately be traced back to Shakespeare 
just because of his breadth of global 
influence. Without going too far into 
literary theory, it is often argued that no 
creative work truly stands alone and is 
instead placed within discourse with all 
works of its kind before it. 

Humans are influential and 
influenced creatures, making originality 
difficult. With literary figureheads like 
Shakespeare in the mix who continuously 
touch on universal themes for the first 
time, it’s hard to find work that hasn’t 
been touched by him in some way. This 
can even be seen in the type of language 
we use. 

One fact you’ve probably heard before 
is the sheer amount of phrases we use 
daily that Shakespeare coined. Phrases 
like  “wearing my heart on my sleeve” 
and “love is blind” were all first said by 
Shakespeare.

 These are just a few illustrations 
of Shakespeare’s mastery of language. 

McCrum notes that some of this mastery 
can be credited toward Shakespeare’s 
weaving of “Anglo-Saxon, continental, 
and classical tradition in a weave of 
poetry and storytelling”. He goes on to 
say that this use of vernacular mixed with 
Latin influences resulted in the English 
language being “remade and renewed.” 

 Another cultural impact McCrum 
discusses that stood out to me was how 
Shakespeare’s depictions of humanity 
affected psychology and our overall 
understanding of the human mind. For 
the Shakespeare class I am taking this 
semester, I’m currently reading “Hamlet.” 
His portrayal of the human mind and 
madness in this play are truly stunning 
and complex. 

 The common phrase from this work, 
“To be or not to be,” is a contemplation 
of suicide. This contemplation, as 
McCrum notes, pioneered how we view 
psychology through a poetic lens in post 
renaissance drama. A lot of Freud’s ideas 
about conscience, envy and desire were 
rooted in Shakespeare’s depictions of his 
characters. 

 Overall, Shakespeare’s work has been 
heavily influential on our society. So 
much so, that content continues to be 
remade. In this way, I find Shakespeare 
continues to deliver even after his death. 
He created characters and narratives 
that were completely fluid in regard to 
identity creating roles and stories for 
everyone. 

As the world continues to catch up to 
Shakespeare, roles in his plays become 
more inclusive. Black actor, John 
Thompson, is disappointed in academic 
acting spaces for not being more 
inclusive in their Shakespearean works. 
He says on NPR, “I’m disappointed in 
our academic facilities that haven’t let our 
students of color, our LGBT students, our 
disabled students — that haven’t let them 
know this work is for them. That haven’t 
let them know: This work will fit you like 
a glove.”

Shakespeare’s works are universal 
in nature and made for people of all 
identities. This is probably one of the 
biggest reasons as to why it has been so 
culturally influential. 

How Shakespeare continues to 
impact and influence our culture

Graphic by Ava Blanchard
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Differences of university life: 
moving away vs. staying home
Kay Padilla
ASSISTANT ALLONS EDITOR

Every high school senior has to 
eventually decide their future path. 
Whether that be college or other career 
paths is entirely up to them. I was no 
different; I applied to UL Lafayette in 
November of 2021 and got accepted. 

I was so set on coming to UL Lafayette 
that I did not apply to other universities. 
I thought my parents would be fine with 
me attending UL Lafayette; they weren’t 
so happy. 

They told me that I was selfish for 
not choosing a school closer to home. 
I’m from Houma, so Nicholls State 
University is closer to me. But, I hated 
the simple thought of going there. I 
hated it so much; I purposely applied 
late and missed out on the first time 
freshman scholarships.

If I would’ve gone to Nicholls I would 
have to commute daily and I would 
miss out on the entire point of being in 
college. The point of being in college 
is to have a sense of freedom and the 
ability to choose what you do with your 
time. 

If I stayed in my home and went to the 
local university, I would never have that 
freedom. In my household if you live 
under my parents’ roof, you adhere to 
their rules. But that is pretty common in 
a Hispanic household, so I’m not really 
holding that against my parents. 

I also did not want to go to the 
university most of my graduating class 
was attending. I needed a change of 
scenery and to meet new people. I was 
set on going to UL Lafayette, whether I 
had to pay for it on my own or with my 
parents’ help. I just had to somehow get 
my parents on board.

After a few months of trying to get 
my parents to let me go to UL Lafayette, 
I took matters into my own hands. 
I applied for housing and freshman 
orientation. Signing my life away in the 
housing contract was my way of insuring 
my parents that I was not going to go 
down easily. That was my first selfish 

choice, deciding where I wanted my life 
to go. 

After going back and forth one night, 
I managed to get my parents to let me go 
to UL Lafayette. I still don’t know how I 
managed it, but I did. I took on my first 
curveball of many. The next curveball 
was becoming my own person.

I was never able to make my own 
choices before. Going out to eat or 
simply walking around with my friends 
was foreign. I felt that at any moment my 
parents would round the corner and ask 
me why I didn’t inform them I was out 
of my dorm.

It was a fear instilled because of 
years of constantly having to assure my 
parents that I indeed was where I said I 
was going to be. As the weeks went on, 
that fear dissipated and I was fully able 
to enjoy myself. My high school friends 
also attend UL and this was the first time 
where I could fully spend my time with 
them.

No more lowering the volume to 
answer angry phone calls from mom 
or sending picture proof of what we 
were doing. I think the two hour drive 
in between Houma and Lafayette 
was a large enough buffer to fix my 
relationship with my parents. It forces 
them to trust me for my word. 

But living for myself in a different 
city has definitely forced them to view 
me as an adult. Because that is what I 
am, a young adult. UL has also brought 
many job opportunities and fun life 
experiences that eases my parents minds 
and shows them that I made the right 
decision. 

In my situation, leaving to go to a 
university outside of my town was the 
best decision ever. It was a necessary 
step in becoming an adult; this was a 
choice I made on my own. 

Hearing stories from past friends who 
stayed in our hometown only solidified 
my decision to leave. Growing up means 
flying out of the nest. You can always 
fly back to the nest, but one day you 
will have to make your own nest. So, be 
selfish and make your own nest. 

Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

I have spent my whole life in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. I was born here, went to 
elementary, middle and high school all 
in the same city. I have lived in the same 
house my entire 20 years of being alive.  

It was always a given that I would end 
up going to college in my hometown. 
Many of my  relatives also went to the 
same college I now attend. When I was 
little my mom would take me around 
UL’s campus on the weekends and tell 
me stories about her time in college. 

My dad would take me to basketball 
games at the Cajundome and football 
games at Cajun Field. I even received my 
high school diploma at the Cajundome 
almost two years ago (hard to believe 
I’ve been out of high school for that 
long). 

Growing up, I fantasized about leaving 
Lafayette after graduating high school 
and going off on my own. But as I got 
older and reality hit me in the face, I 
gave up on my dream of moving away. 
Fear and anxiety became the primary 
motivator for staying in my hometown. 

Do not get me wrong, I will always 
love Lafyette, but I feel like I am missing 
out on some big adventure because I 
chose to stay here. And maybe some of 
that is my fault – UL was the only college 
I applied to. 

 I envy my classmates that were able 
to move out on their own at 18 or 19 
years old and be independent. And I 
had my reasons for choosing to stay. For 
me, it was cheaper just to stay home and 
commute to class every day. 

You start to see your hometown 
differently once you mature. The places 
you once frequented when you were 
young just seem small and unimportant 
now.

I still have the same routine that I did 
in high school. The only thing that has 
changed is: I get to wear regular clothes, 
not the blue polo shirt and khaki pants I 
was required to wear every day as a child 
and as a teenager.

My routine is as follows: my phone 
goes off around 7:00 every morning. 

I then slowly force myself to wake up. 
Sometimes I eat breakfast, sometimes I 
don’t. I get dressed for the day, pack my 
bag and head off to class. 

Then the cycle repeats the next day. In 
all honesty, it can get dull after a while.

Walking around campus can be a 
strange experience because I see people 
I used to go to school with. I’ll be sitting 
in class and all of a sudden a person I 
haven’t thought about in years just shows 
up at the door. 

In my mind I still see them as 15-year-
olds, not 20-year-olds. At times it feels 
like I am in elementary, middle and high 
school all over again and nothing has 
changed. Everyone is still a little bit the 
same. 

The most humorous part of my day 
is when I am in class, and I strike up 
a conversation with a classmate I have 
never met. 

And through these conversations we 
learn that we know the same people. It 
confirms my theory that it is a very small 
world. 

My adulthood started in college,not 
when I turned 18. I got my first job 
during my freshman year and I still have 
that same job now. It has come with 
responsibilities that I am still learning to 
do. When my first paycheck got mailed 
to me, it was an exciting day. I can 
now buy the things I could not in high 
school. 

But in other ways, I still don’t fully 
feel like an adult. Driving is one of the 
markers of independence and growing 
up that I still have not learned how to do 
it  One of the goals I have for this year is 
to learn how to drive (fingers crossed). 
I just have to get over my fear of driving 
to do it. 

Lately, I have just felt stuck in life. 
Everything seems to be moving slowly 
and I don’t know what to do. I feel like I 
have no direction in life and it’s hard to 
describe in words what that actually feels 
like. I think all I have to do is wait and 
see what the future holds for me. 

Graphic by Meg Norwood
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 SOUNDING

OFF
“What is your least favorite 
thing about campus?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

India Michele
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  JUNIOR

“I wish there were more 
hands-on advising 
opportunities. Like 
more guidance 
during advising and 
navigating my degree.”

Zamond Herbert
THEATER  SENIOR

“Not that many 
festivities.”

A’miree Broussard
PSYCHOLOGY  SOPHOMORE

“The Cafeteria. They 
just need a variety 
of foods. Just a little 
change or switch up 
once in a little while 
isn’t bad.”

Trelon Thompson
VISUAL ARTS/ PHOTOGRAPHY  SOPHOMORE

“The professors would 
be my biggest pet 
peeve of UL. I’m sure 
they’re qualified, but 
they don’t seem like it.”

Alli Marceaux
NURSING  FRESHMAN

“I think that UL should 
offer more school 
activities after class to 
get students involved.”

Margaret Miller
KINESIOLOGY  SOPHOMORE

“Not enough rain 
coverage to keep 
students dry when 
walking around 
campus or to class in 
the rain.”
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