
News
LA LOUISIANE RETURNS

The university’s longtime magazine will continue 
distribution this April for the first time since Fall 
2019.
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Sports
DEFEND THE DOME!

Men’s basketball ended their regular season 
with a 23–7 record and a program-first 14–0 
undefeated record at home.
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News
“WHAT IS YOUR WHY?” 

The Office of Student Engagement and 
Leadership will hold its annual Student 
Organization Leadership Retreat on March 12-13.
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Allons
TOONAMI: EASIEST ‘W’ EVER

Who knew that dubbing and re-airing Japanese 
cartoons could influence America’s Gen Z’s opinions 
on culture and entertainment to this extent?
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University hires its first chief strategy 
officer: her duties and responsibilities 

Katherine Frazer
NEWS WRITER

The creation of a multicultural center 
at University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
is underway with the guidance of the 
Student Government Association (SGA) 

and the Office for Campus Diversity. 
A new multicultural center would 

provide a shared space on campus for 
gathering and organizing.

Destiny Broussard, SGA president, 
said that the proposed multicultural 
center would serve as a meeting center 

for all students on campus. The center 
would allow for student organizations to 
gather, organize and receive mail. 

According to Broussard, the current 
gathering spots on campus, such as the 
Student Union, are not ideal places for 
students to gather, socialize and relax. 
The proposed multicultural center 
will fulfill the need for an on-campus 
gathering spot.

Broussard said that the multicultural 
center will be a safe place to venture out.

Kiwana McClung, chief diversity 
officer at UL Lafayette, said that student 
feedback is an important aspect in the 
creation of the multicultural center.

On Feb. 6, the Office for Campus 
Diversity and the SGA held an 
engagement night where students 
were invited to give their feedback and 
perspective on what the multicultural 
center will look like.

Students compared multicultural 
centers at other universities and noted 
what they liked and disliked about 
them. This feedback will be taken 
into consideration when creating the 
proposal for the center.

Students were able to share their 
thoughts about what they want the 
multicultural center to look like. 
McClung said students were able to view 
other multicultural centers and give their 
feedback on furniture, carpeting and the 
overall look of the multicultural center.

“I think it was a wonderful event,” 
McClung said. “We got a lot of 
feedback.”

The location of the multicultural 
center is still undecided, with ongoing 
talks. The idea of repurposing a vacant 
space on campus has been proposed. 
An alternate suggestion is to create an 
entirely new space on campus to house 
the multicultural center.

Notably, there have been thoughts 
about housing the multicultural center 
in Harris Hall. 

McClung said that it is feasible in 
the next year to have a dedicated space 
for a multicultural center on campus, 
although the completion of this project 
is largely reliant on the budget provided.

The proposal of the multicultural 
center comes with the SGA’s aid. 
They will donate funding and start 
the motions to begin the creation of a 
multicultural center. 

Broussard said there is a five-year plan 
for total completion of a multicultural 
center on campus.

McClung said that feedback has 
overall been positive and students are 
excited about the prospective center. 
Engagement events have had positive 
turnout, and students are engaged and 
excited.

“People see it as an opportunity to 
become culturally competent,” McClung 
said.

SGA leads initiative for constructing 
a multicultural center on UL campus

Adhamm Safford
MANAGING EDITOR

Dr. Kristi Anderson has taken the 
role as the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s first chief strategy officer.

Anderson took the position on Dec. 
1, 2022. She said that the position 
was created because UL Lafayette was 
looking to have someone oversee how 
the university can move forward and 
implement its strategic plan.

“What direction are we going to take, 
what’s the vision we’re going to have, and 
where do we see ourselves in the next 
three, to five, to ten years?” Anderson 
said.

Anderson shared that the university 
has spent about two years collecting 
data from students, faculty and staff, and 
trying to gauge their thoughts on what 
the university’s needs are.

“What are those things that we need 
to have successful students, to have 
successful faculty and staff, to have a 
culture of belonging and inclusion, 
and to also make an impact for our 
community?” Anderson said.

Currently, the University Council is 
looking into how they can best put the 
findings from the data into a strategic 
plan for moving the university forward. 
Anderson will be in charge of then 
figuring out how the university can apply 
that plan and get where it wants to be.

“A strategic plan is really a directional 
map, and it does a lot for us as an 
organization. IT tells us who we are now 
and who we want to be,” Anderson said.

Anderson’s other major job this 
semester is helping to handle the 
university’s recent purchase of property 
from Our Lady of Lourdes, and seeing 
how best to use the property to expand 
the College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences. 

Specifically, Anderson has been 
working on building up relationships 
and partnerships with other 

organizations, such as the LSU School of 
Medicine.

Anderson’s past experience includes 
having been an assistant professor of 
research and the director of medical 
education at the LSU School of 
Medicine’s Lafayette campus. She 
worked closely with the administration 
and community, which has prepared her 
for her current position.

“While my title wasn’t actually 
strategist or chief strategy officer, I feel 
like that’s what I did, I did strategy work. 
I was always looking at how we can shift 
ourselves periodically to build anew,” 
Anderson said. 

When asked about what kind of 
impact she wants to make on the 
university and its students, Anderson 
stated that she would want to make a 
thoughtful and intentional impact.

“I want to be able to say at the end 
of the day that I helped to advance the 
university because of the way in which I 
was a member of whatever conversation 
or decision, and that I brought a side 
that maybe wasn’t thought of before,” 
Anderson said.

She further stressed UL Lafayette’s 
diversity, and how she wants to ensure 
that every voice is heard.

“I want to be able to say that all of 
those voices and all of those kinds 
of spirits were taken into account,” 
Anderson said. “It was an intentional 
thought of, you know what, this group or 
that person or this organization deserves 
to have a voice, and this is what I can 
hopefully bring as something that is 
necessary to advance the direction of the 
university.”

Anderson closed by sharing a bit 
about herself, including her passion for 
music. She’s a singer and guitarist and 
has performed for weddings in the past. 

She’s taken to coming into the office 
earlier in the morning to have some time 
just to herself to play music before the 
work day starts.

“It’s my thing, and it’s the thing that 
feeds my soul. So that’s probably the 
thing at the beginning of the day that 
starts me off,” Anderson said. 

Anderson also shared that although 
she’s not a graduate of UL Lafayette, she 
has come to fall in love with the campus 

and enjoys going on walks, taking in the 
sights and atmosphere, and collecting 
the occasional flower to dry them.

“And there’s still pieces I know I 
haven’t really seen. It’s just a beautiful 
campus, the bricks, the flowers, and the 
trees,” Anderson said. 

Photo by Andre Broussard

The Acadiana Indian Association held the 10th annual Lafayette Holi Festival in 
Girard Park Saturday, March 26, 2022.

Photo by Adhamm Safford

Chief strategy officer Kristi Anderson in her office. 
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Police Reports
Compiled by Marie Ducote

Feb. 26
• At 2:13 a.m., ULPD dispatch observed a suspicious person on a bike in 
Legacy Park. Officers made contact with the person. The person was 
warned not to return to UL Lafayette property.

Feb. 25
• At 5:12 a.m., officers were flagged down about a suspicious male in front 
of E.K. Long Gym. The person was issued a misdemeanor summons and 
released. 

• At 10:18 p.m., officers were dispatched to Huger Hall in reference to an 
odor of marijuana.

Feb. 24
• At 3:22 p.m., officers were flagged down at the Bus Barn in reference 
to an individual in mental distress. The individual was transported by 
Acadian Ambulance for further evaluation.

• At 9:14 p.m., officers were dispatched to Coronna Hall in reference to a 
noise complaint. An investigation was conducted. 

• At 8:28 p.m., officers responded to a walk-in at the UL Lafayette Police 
Station in reference to a fight involving multiple juveniles that occurred 
at Cajun Field on a previous day. An investigation was conducted.

Feb. 22
• At 7:31 p.m., a report was made by a student directly to an officer in 
regards to an ongoing incident involving another student.  

Feb. 21
• At 2:13 p.m., a call was received in reference to the theft of a trailer hitch 
at Cajun Field. An officer responded.

Feb. 20
• At 10:47 p.m., an officer observed a disturbance in progress at 600 Tulane 
Avenue. An investigation was conducted. 

• At 10:00 p.m., someone reported her wallet stolen at the fairground.

Feb. 19
• At 5:03 p.m., while conducting a patrol at the bike racks on Rex Street, 
an officer observed a disassembled bike. Upon review of surveillance 
cameras, it was determined that a suspicious person had left and taken 
another bike from the rack. 

Candy Gettridge
FOOD REVIEWER

Blu Basil Wine and Grill, a 
contemporary Vietnamese restaurant, 
is the perfect place if you are seeking 
a more laid back and relaxing place to 
enjoy a meal with family, have lunch 
with friends or even grab a bite to eat 
and unwind after work or school. 

Upon entry, I was greeted with 
friendly smiles, handed a menu and 
seated at a dining table. The ambiance 
was very relaxed and inviting. Three 
small televisions lined the wall behind 
the bar making it have a slight sports bar 
feel.

The positioning of the dining tables 
gives diners enough privacy to enjoy 
their meals. There are also plenty of 
seating areas on the patio for patrons 
who are wanting to enjoy their meals 
outside. 

From Phở and creative dishes like the 
bulgogi beef nachos to your classic side 
salads and stir-fry noodles, Blu Basil 

Wine and Grill offers a unique blend of 
traditional Vietnamese and modern-day 
flavors. The restaurant’s menu is pretty 
long, but it contains mostly soups, salads 
and noodle dishes. 

The menu options are reasonably 
priced with the appetizers ranging 
between $6–$12, main dishes between 
$6–$21, desserts between $2–$6 and 
non-alcoholic beverages between $2–$5. 

When I visited this restaurant, I began 
my meal by ordering the sriracha kimchi 
fries from the list of appetizers. This dish 
is an excellent choice for an appetizer. 
The french fries were served hot, topped 
with tender bulgogi beef, kimchi, a 
sunny side up egg, sriracha and a spicy 
mayo sauce. 

Before ordering, I was not sure that 
I would enjoy the kimchi, which is a 
traditional Korean vegetable dish that 
consists of vegetables such as Korean 
radish and napa cabbage. However, 
after the first few bites I was thoroughly 
surprised by how flavorful and rich this 
dish was. 

For my entrée, I decided to order the 
classic phở after hearing good reviews 
about the dish all over TikTok. Phở, 
pronounced “fuh,” is a traditional 
Vietnamese noodle soup that consists 
of bone broth, rice noodles, meat and is 
garnished with herbs. 

While phở is served in different flavors 
such as chicken, seafood, beef and tofu, 
the beef flavor is the most popular. 
When ordering beef flavored phở, you 
will have the option to choose from 
various meats including brisket, beef 
tendon, beef eye round, beef meatball 
and beef tripe. 

When my dish arrived, it was served 
steaming hot in a thick, ceramic bowl 
along with chopsticks and a spoon. The 
soup was very aromatic. The beef broth 
was flavored with onions, scallions, 
cilantro, herbs and spices. The soup 
itself was served with rice noodles, bean 
sprouts, lime, green onions, purple 
onions, basil, sriracha and hoisin sauce. 

While I was very excited to try 
this dish to see what all the hype was 

about, after the first few tastes I was left 
unimpressed. I think it was the unique 
texture and taste that I was not used to. 
For me, the strong taste of the purple 
onions took away from the taste of the 
noodles. 

Although I did not have the best first 
experience with phở, I am open to trying 
it again. This time, I will order a small 
bowl as the serving size is more than 
generous. I found myself overwhelmed 
by the huge portion size and had to 
package the rest to take back home with 
me.

The customer service was outstanding. 
I was served in a timely fashion and 
the waitress who served me was very 
attentive and informative about each 
dish I ordered. Every part of the 
restaurant, even the bathroom, was clean 
and neat. 

Blu Basil Wine and Grill is located in 
Lafayette at the address: 5451 Johnston 
St. Make sure to stop by and try some 
authentic, modern Vietnamese cuisine 
and a relaxing dining experience.

My very first time trying Vietnamese beef pho,

Photo by Malik Jones

The front of Blu Basil Wine and Grill. 
Photo by Malik Jones

Fresh beef pho at Blu Basil Wine and Grill. 
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Lena Foster
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Office of Communication and 
Marketing intends to carry on with La 
Louisiane’s circulation with a scheduled 
distribution date of April 1. 

La Louisiane is the university’s 
publication used for communicating 
university-related subjects pertaining to 
the students, faculty and culture.

Jennifer Stephens, associate 
vice president of the Office of 
Communication and Marketing, 
oversees the magazine production and 
said it provides premium content for the 
university.

“The biggest and the best stories 
around the institution are in this 
publication, and so when we’re trying 
to sort of highlight and feature all that 
the university represents and all of its 
brightest spots, this is where it all comes 
together in one place,” Stephens said. 

La Louisiane discontinued production 
after their last issue in fall 2019 due 
to COVID-19 related issues and 
regulations. Stephens joined the staff in 
2020 after the previous editor retired in 
2019, and according to her, they endured 
over a year of preparation to get to this 
point in the process. 

The publication also recently added 
a student editor to the staff, which they 
did not have in previous years.

“We had to just put a bunch of pieces 
of the puzzle back together,” Stephens 
said.

According to Stephens, the database 
process, which involved reevaluating 
the target audiences, expanding their 
publication distribution list and 
checking addresses and emails, took 
about one year from March 2022 to work 
on. The extensiveness of the preparation 
and decision-making as it pertained to 
who would receive the magazine led 
to a delay in the previously intended 
distribution date, which was scheduled 
for sometime during the Fall 2022 
semester. 

Also, the bidding process for the 
publication commenced in May 2022 
and lasted six months, ending in 
October 2022. 

“In the spirit of stabilizing the 
publication, we bid it out in a way that 
we can kind of renew the bid for four 
years. So that helps to where we’re not 
having to bid it out every single year,” 
Stephens said. 

The team is currently finishing the 
creative production process, with a 
March 13 send-off date to their printer. 
They’re estimating the print time to be 
approximately two weeks, and during 
that time, they have plans to promote the 
publication on social media and online. 

Students pay a $2.50 fee each semester 
for the publication and have continued 
to pay the fees during the planning and 
preparation stages of the publication. 
According to records, during the fiscal 
year of 2021, the publication received 
more than $60,000 of tuition and 
student fees. More than $15,000 worth 
of expenditures were used, leaving the 
remaining amount of revenue at almost 
$45,000. 

According to Stephens, the office 
was focused on COVID-19 related 
communication during 2020 and the 
revenue was stored for uses like the 
bidding process. Stephens said the 
money was not used, except for minor 
needs like equipment. 

“You know, all fees were being 
collected at that time, all tuition was 
being collected at that time, and our 
entire focus was trying to keep the 
academic enterprise operational in 
a whole new dynamic and keeping 
students safe,” Stephens said. “We began 
in 2021, sort of rolling back into a lot of 
our operations that were a little bit more 
non-pandemic related.” 

“So all the funds that were collected, 
you know, they remain there, they’re 
restricted for use with the magazine. 
And so they’re all being used for the 
purpose that they’re designed to be used 
for,” Stephens continued.

The Office of Communication and 
Marketing plans on looking for more 
digital usage of the publication, however, 
they still intend to continue distributing 
printed copies at the university and 
sending them to others.

La Louisiane to release a new 
issue in April after 3-year standstill

Krisha Rosales
NEWS WRITER

A new organization, the Sexual Health 
Awareness organization (SHA), has 

started on the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s campus.

This organization was started by 
graduate assistant, Kimberly Bosman. 
The lack of teaching about sexual 

health and sex in general was the main 
influence. This led her to coming up 
with the idea of creating the SHA. The 
big goal of the SHA is to have students 
learn and understand sexual health 
topics.

“I am currently a graduate student in 
communications, and I didn’t want to 
write a thesis,” Bosman said. “I wanted 
to see something happen, especially 
along the lines of sexual health because 
I found that sex education for high 
school students and sometimes middle 
school students isn’t as thorough and 
comprehensive.”

 Bosman continued, sharing that she 
wanted to address this issue by starting 
the organization.

“So, I wanted to pretty much start an 
organization where we could give that 
comprehensive sex education. Almost 
with the importance of sexual health and 
just allow students to come and learn,” 
Bosman said.

The first meeting mainly consisted 
of Bosman asking students what they 
would like to learn about, and topics that 
interest them the most. 

“I’m asking students who show up 
what they’re interested in learning 
because I can throw all the information I 
want but it might not be in their interest. 
I want to prioritize them,” Bosman said.

The main goal of this organization is 
to educate college students on sexual 
health and to create a safe environment 
in which people want to learn about 

this topic. They also hope to provide 
resources outside of the ones located on 
the UL Lafayette campus.

“When it comes to learning this 
information it’s still a bit of a taboo 
topic, right? Sexual health, but we need 
to make sure that this organization does 
it,” Bosman said. “Sexual health is more 
than just sexual intercourse, it’s still 
like understanding your own biology 
and what can happen, what you should 
worry about and not worry about.”

Bosman continued, “We hope to 
provide resources as well as local 
resources. There are some at UL, some 
of them might be housed here but 
some people might be a little further 
away during just the weekends. So if 
something happens that they know in 
the Lafayette area, where they can go, for 
example, for pregnancy counseling, or 
just like if they find some kind of worry 
in their menstrual cycle. We want to give 
those resources and information as well.” 

 The first meeting was held on Feb. 
28, in Burke-Hawthorne hall, room 115. 
They will be trying to hold a meeting 
every first and third Tuesday of the 
month, and this will be updated on 
their social media. They can be found 
on Instagram, Facebook, Pathways and 
on their personal website. Everyone and 
anyone is welcome and encouraged to go 
and participate. 

New student organization at UL 
brings awareness to sexual health

Photo by Malik Jones

La Louisiane rack in the H.L. Griffin Hall. 

Photo provided by Kimberly Bosman

Sexual Health Awareness logo.

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content
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Carter LeBlanc
NEWS WRITER

The Office of Student Engagement and 
Leadership has arranged an upcoming 
event to teach students techniques for 
properly leading groups or clubs. 

The Student Organization Leadership 
Retreat, also known as SOLR, is a two-
day annual event that gives students the 
resources and tools to help them feel 
more confident in their leadership skills. 
While student organization officers and 
club members are highly encouraged 
to participate, SOLR is an event that is 
open to all students free of charge. This 
year’s retreat is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 11, and Sunday, March 12.

The Student Organization Leadership 
Retreat chooses a theme every year that 
helps tie together the topics that will be 
discussed over the weekend. This year’s 
theme for SOLR, “What is Your Why,” 
challenges participants to look deeper 
into themselves and think about why 
and how they work.

SOLR’s theme for this year is geared 
toward helping students understand 
why they work a certain way and how 
they can better achieve their goals by 
working with a purpose. To assist with 
this theme, SOLR will have Simon Sinek 
as a keynote speaker. Sinek has given 
speeches and written books about the 
importance of finding a purpose in the 
way one works.

Heidie Lindsey, the Director of 
Student Engagement Leadership at UL 
Lafayette, explained the meaning behind 
this theme in more depth. 

“It’s just really examining your 
purpose and why you’re doing what you 
do,” Lindsey said. “Oftentimes we just 

kind of go with the flow. We just keep 
doing things as we think that’s what 
we’re supposed to do and we don’t really 
move with intention.” 

Lindsey works hard all year, with 
the help of a graduate assistant named 
Faryal Atif, to provide students with 
leadership events like SOLR.

Aside from the goals presented by the 
main theme, the Student Organization 
Leadership Retreat also aims to prepare 
students for cooperation and teamwork 
in an environment beyond college. 
SOLR wants students to succeed both 
in class and beyond in the workforce. 
SOLR also provides an opportunity for 
student leaders to meet and exchange 
ideas.

“We want students to feel more 
confident and feel more prepared to be a 
member and/or lead their organizations 
after they’ve attended this leadership 
retreat,” Lindsey said. “We want them to 
gain leadership skills that will help them 
beyond college.”

Atif further shared what specific 
topics students can expect from the 
retreat that will help them in leading the 
organizations they’re a part of.

“The retreat focuses on effectively 
leading student organizations. 
Topics include organization purpose, 
motivating members, empowering 
officers, resolving conflicts, branding 
and marketing, as well as personal 
growth,” Atif said

SOLR will be held off-campus at the 
LITE Center on Cajundome Boulevard. 
Activities for the retreat include 
keynotes, break-out sessions and small 
group discussions. 

All attendants will be given meals free 
of charge during both days of the retreat. 

In addition to the food, attendants of the 
entire event will receive a t-shirt and a 
journal as a participation gift.

The Student Organization Leadership 
Retreat has no sign-up fee and welcomes 
all interested participants regardless of 
club affiliation. Students interested in 

attending SOLR and learning important 
leadership skills have until midnight 
on Sunday, March 5, to register. Again, 
all students are welcome to register 
provided they have a desire to learn 
about effectively leading organizations 
and groups.

This week in Cajuns’ baseball: 
clashes with Cowboys and Camels
Caelan Broussard
SPORTS WRITER

It’s that time of the year again for 
baseball fans. The field is ready, the 
players have shaken off the rust from fall 
and the sound of metal bats fill the air. 
For the Ragin’ Cajuns, under third-and-
a-half-year head coach Matt Deggs, this 
means that M.L. Tigue Moore Field at 
Russo Park is full of Cajuns fans ready to 
support the so-called “Water Hose Boys.” 

On Tuesday, Feb. 28, the Cajuns will 
have traveled to Lake Charles to take on 
the McNeese State Cowboys. This will 
get ugly fast, as the Cajuns have all the 

momentum after a series sweep against 
BYU. 

This weekend, the Cajuns will host 
the Campbell Fighting Camels. Yes, they 
are a real university and that is their 
real mascot. As of Feb. 26, the Camels 
are starting off hot with a record of 
5-1, including an upset of the eleventh-
ranked East Carolina Pirates in 10 
innings. Their sole loss is to the Rutgers 
Scarlet Knights on Feb. 19. In their most 
recently completed game the Camels 
destroyed the Butler Bulldogs 25-6. 

As for the Cajuns, they too are 
6-1 as of Feb. 26. They, as of the 
aforementioned date, recently came off 

of an 11-10 thriller against the BYU 
Cougars. The Water Hose Boys’ only 
loss is strikingly similar to the Camels’, a 
Sunday loss on Feb. 19 to the Rice Owls.

I’m not a betting man, but for students 
who wish to attend the game, I assume 
you won’t pick up a scorecard and score 
the game. You’re there to have fun, and 
I don’t blame you. The Cajuns are a fun 
squad to watch, and it is only fitting that 
I predict the starting lineups for both the 
Camels and the Cajuns, so that you can 
start thinking about the chants you want 
to make in support and in jest.

For the Cajuns, expect Friday’s 
starting pitcher to be Jacob Hammonds. 

The senior from Monroe pitched the 
Friday game against the Rice Owls to 
begin the season. He wasn’t necessarily 
bad, but he left a lot to be desired. He 
has a 4.15 ERA, and for every walk 
he issues this season, he throws six 
strikeouts. 

On Saturday, Blake McGehee is likely 
to take the mound in the starting role. 
He’s not someone who will strike out 
batters, but he will get outs and limit 
runs. In the event that he is not the 
starter, Sam Hill or Tommy Ray can fit 
in that spot in an emergency.

The Sunday starter for the Cajuns 
is projected to be Jackson Nezuh, a 
transfer from Florida State. In his lone 
start against the Owls, he simply played 
awful. He gave up seven hits, five earned 
runs, while only striking out one batter. 
Hopefully, he rebounds against the 
Camels.

Speaking of the Camels, Cade Kuehler 
is expected to duel Hammonds on 
Friday. In his outing against Rutgers, he 
threw five innings and struck out eight 
batters while only allowing two earned 
runs. Kuehler is a strikeout machine and 
he can be dangerous if he’s not put in 
check.

Saturday, Chance Daquila will face 
McGehee. They are both similar in 
the fact that they don’t throw many 
strikeouts but will get batters out. 
Daquila forces more groundouts than 
fly outs. This will be a pitcher’s duel of 
grounding out to the second baseman. 

The Lord’s day will consist of a 
matchup involving Nezuh and Ernie 
Day. Ernie was not the reason for the 
16-3 blowout loss to the Scarlet Knights, 
but if he gets in trouble, the Camels may 
turn to Cade Boxrucker. If he plays like 
he did in that blowout, then the Cajuns 
may secure a Sunday win.

The start times for this weekend are 6 
p.m, 2 p.m. and 1 p.m. CST, respectively. 
If you can attend one of the games, 
remember it’s free with your Cajun Card 
(non-students and non-staff, you still 
have to pay, sorry). Concessions are 
fairly-priced, and you may have a chance 
to snag yourself a foul ball in the student 
section. However, if there’s a little kid 
in the general vicinity of where you’re 
sitting, give the foul ball to the kid.

Student leadership retreat 
open to all, free food provided

Photo by UL Get Involved Instagram

2023 Student Organization Leadership Retreat flyer.

Photo by Louisiana Athletics

Max Marusak (#7), Jacob Hammonds (#11), and a third player celebrate during Louisiana’s 11-0 blowout of BYU on Thursday, 
Feb. 23.

Sports
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Isaac Henry
SPORTS EDITOR

The Sun Belt Conference men’s 
basketball regular season ended Friday, 
Feb. 24. To finish their playing schedule 
last week, the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
were presented with a very special 
opportunity: the chance to both secure 
a double bye in the upcoming Sun Belt 
Conference Championship and become 
the first squad in Cajuns’ history to go 
undefeated at home.

To start this final home stand on Feb. 
22, the Cajuns faced the 11–18 Arkansas 
State Red Wolves, who were themselves 
still jockeying for position at the bottom 
of the tournament bracket.

The Cajuns jumped out to an early 
13-point lead off of several tough 
Themus Fulks buckets and outpaced the 
Wolves’ offense for a 41–29 first half. 
A Kobe Julien 3-pointer would put the 
game out of reach with 4:17 left to go 
in the contest, and the game would end  
85–74.

Jordan Brown led all scorers in the 
game with 24 points on 58% true 
shooting to go along with 12 rebounds 
and two steals. Fulks scored 11 points 
on 5–9 shooting with five rebounds 
and three assists. Greg Williams Jr. also 
had a great game with 18 points, three 
assists and a block. The Cajuns’ bench 
matched the Wolves’ in scoring and 
outrebounded them 12–3.

The Wolves did their best to keep 
this one interesting, but the Cajuns’ 
stars’ ability to take over in scoring and 
playmaking wasn’t something they were 
able to compete with.

Then, for the final game of the season 
on Friday, Feb. 24, the Cajuns faced the 
16–14 South Alabama Jaguars. In an 
effort to concoct a winning formula, the 
Jaguars’ staff gave their star guard Isaiah 
Moore the ultimate green light, and he 
led the game in minutes played (35) and 
field goal attempts (20).

Things were very close throughout, 
and an Owen White 3-pointer put the 
Jags up 29–28 going into halftime. Then, 

the Cajuns executed their signature 
style of grinding defense to perfection, 
leading to a 11–1 run that ate up six 
minutes of game time in the second half. 
The Cajuns would hold on to this lead 
for the final score, 74–64.

The Trojans’ gameplan of running 
a seven-man rotation worked to their 
detriment, as the starters outside of 
Moore and Owen White failed to 
get into much rhythm at all. Enough 
offensive production to justify the 
minutes they played. For the Cajuns, 

Brown again had a monster double-
double performance, tallying 28 points, 
11 rebounds, and two blocks. Senior 
guard Jalen Dalcourt was instrumental 
in keeping the offense moving at points, 
going 8–8 at the free-throw line.

Ultimately, regardless of record, the 
Cajuns will have to punch their own 
ticket to the NCAA Men’s Tournament 
this year by first winning the SBC 
Tournament in Pensacola. As one of 
two teams that earned a double bye in 
the bracket, the team will first play the 

winner between the Louisiana-Monroe 
Warhawks and the Georgia Southern 
Eagles on Saturday, March 4.

On the other side of the bracket 
sits the #1 seed, the Southern Miss 
Golden Eagles. This squad also carries 
an undefeated home record, and was 
the only team to hold the Cajuns to 75 
points or less in both their meetings this 
season. Brown, Williams and the rest 
of the Cajuns will have to pull out all 
the stops in a potential championship 
meeting with this bunch.

Men’s basketball finishes season 
with an undefeated home record

Jean Guidry
SPORTS WRITER

Ideally, a three-game losing streak 
is not how Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
women’s basketball saw their regular 
season concluding. Then again, in a 
conference that couldn’t be more wide 
open than it is, the Cajuns are just as 
primed as any to capture a Sun Belt 
Championship in 2023.

The final week of the regular season 
saw Louisiana fall at home to two of 
three teams tied for first in the SBC: 
the Texas State Bobcats 58–51 on Feb. 
22 and the Southern Miss Golden 

Eagles 69–64 in overtime on Feb. 24, 
leaving the Cajuns to settle for a 10–8 
conference record (16–14 overall).

Putting up their second-lowest first-
half point total in conference play–their 
lowest (16) coming in their previous 
game against the Arkansas State Red 
Wolves–on a Wednesday afternoon in 
the Cajundome, Louisiana trailed Texas 
State 23–19 at the half. After jumping 
out to a brief lead, the Cajuns would 
spend much of the second quarter and 
on chasing the tail of the Bobcats.

Allowing Texas State to knock down 
three times as many free throws–the 
Bobcats made 18 of their 28 free throw 

attempts, 12 of 22 in the second half, 
compared to Louisiana’s six of 12–didn’t 
aid the Cajuns’ chase.

Louisiana’s leading average scorer 
Lanay Wheaton (12.3 points per game) 
totaled 23 points in the contest on nine 
of 22 shooting, but only four of 13 from 
three-point range. Tamera Johnson, 
Ragin’ Cajuns leading total scorer for the 
season (347 points), added nine points 
of her own with seven rebounds and a 
pair of blocks.

On Saturday afternoon in another 
heart-wrenching overtime loss, 
thankfully not to the Troy Trojans again, 
Louisiana fell flat against Southern Miss 
in the closing seconds after playing 
catch-up in the first half and matching 
the Golden Eagles blow-for-blow in the 
second.

Despite the Cajuns shooting 52.2% in 
the second half and overtime together, 
Southern Miss made more free throws 
at a more efficient rate throughout the 
game. The Golden Eagles’ size advantage 
never allowed Louisiana to grab an 
upper hand, out rebounding the Cajuns 
39 to 28.

Two costly turnovers in overtime, one 
by Destiny Rice with 10 seconds left and 
the other by Wheaton with four seconds 
left, sealed the Cajuns’ fate in their 
season finale. Wheaton and Johnson 
combined for 31 points while Rice put 
up 13 of her own.

Albeit a disappointing finish, it has 
zero impact on the Cajuns’ outlook for 
the 2023 Hercules Tires SBC Women’s 
Basketball Championship.

The top seven seeds heading into the 
tournament are all separated by just four 
games. Sitting in front of the seventh 
seeded Cajuns are three teams tied for 
first at 13–5 (the James Madison Dukes, 

Texas State and Southern Miss) and 
three teams tied for fourth at 12–6 (the 
Georgia Southern Eagles, Old Dominion 
Monarchs and Troy).

With no clear favorite or run-away 
team, this is truly anyone’s tournament.

What’s more is no team will have 
home-field advantage. Every game of the 
2023 SBC Women’s Championship will 
be played in the Pensacola Bay Center in 
Pensacola, Florida, beginning with the 
12-seed Georgia State Panthers versus 
the 13-seed South Alabama Jaguars on 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 11:30 a.m. CST.

The only identifiable advantages in 
the tournament are the first and second-
round byes awarded to the top four 
seeds and the first-round bye awarded 
to seeds five through 10. Still, all these 
teams have faced each other at least once 
this season.

Head coach Garry Brodhead and 
the Ragin’ Cajuns entered last year’s 
conference tournament as the three 
seed. They lost in the semifinals to the 
UT Arlington Mavericks, who are no 
longer in the SBC, all the more reason 
for Louisiana to run the table.

The Ragin’ Cajuns begin tournament 
play in the second round on Wednesday, 
March 1 at 7:30 p.m. CST against 
the tenth-seeded Appalachian State 
Mountaineers.

Disregard their seeding and remember 
this is a Ragin’ Cajuns team that has the 
second-best scoring defense, second-
highest turnover margin, fourth-most 
steals and fourth-best rebounding 
defense in the SBC.

Louisiana won’t be an easy group to 
eliminate.

Dismiss WBB’s position as they 
enter conference tournament

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Follow The Vermilion on Twitter       
@TheVermilion for more content

Photo by Malik Jones

Jaylyn James (#22) going for a 2-pointer. 

Photo by Ben Massey / UL Athletics

Forward Jordan Brown (#21) takes a free throw during a win against the Arkansas State Red Wolves on Feb. 22.
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Kay Padilla
ALLONS WRITER

I walked out of my political philosophy 
class (shout out to Dr. Frost), and I 
started deeply thinking of the actions 
and choices that I make in my life. As 
one typically does after getting schooled 
for an hour and 15 minutes on straight 
philosophy.

“What is love?,” “What is beauty?” and 
“What is justice?” The explanation that 
“Every action we take, we believe is a just 
action” really stuck with me. For weeks, 
this new-found knowledge has been 
destroying my brain cells. 

Because it is correct, whether we 
like it or not, it is correct. I have asked 
myself a lot “Why do people do evil 
things?” or “Why would they think that 
is a correct action?” And the simple 
answer is because people justify it within 
themselves. 

Telling yourself that postponing your 
homework to a later date is justified in 
your brain. Because the due date is not 

until a few more days, you feel that it is 
a just action. But it really is not, it is in 
your best interest to do it earlier and get 
it over with. 

In the moment, you have justified it. 
All this talk about just action is me telling 
you that you can justify anything in your 
brain. And I mean any action you take, it 
does not stop at procrastination. 

Betraying someone, mocking someone 
and, sadly, including evil crimes, are all 
justifiable in your brain. Why the brain 
specifically? Your frontal lobe chooses 
your character, personality and actions. 

Your own frontal lobe is your best 
feature and your worst enemy. So back 
to my question, “Why would they think 
that is a correct action?” Question of the 
century.

Humans, since the age of forever, have 
always been out for their best interest. 
A survival skill built into our brains. 
We need the best food, shelter and even 
mating partners. How we get these is 
where things get muddy. 

Taking the best things for yourself 
has never presented itself to be easy and 

consequence free. Somewhere in some 
part of our world, maybe, a caveman had 
to fight another caveman for food. Don’t 
blame him, he had to survive. 

Now, we can translate this caveman 
fighting to modern day situations. 
Someone may have leftovers in the fridge, 
but you are so hungry and you eat them. 
Or you get to the elevator in a rush and 
see people walking far away, and you 
don’t hold the door open. 

All these instances are justified in your 
brain. Why? Because you are so very 
hungry, and you are running late and 
cannot spend three precious minutes 
waiting for people to walk faster. I don’t 
blame you; you had to put yourself first. 

But did you really have to put yourself 
first? If we were in cavemen times or 
some apocalyptic era (like Covid times), 
I would be telling everyone to put 
themselves first. But we aren’t anymore. 
It’s the year 2023 and most of us are not 
fighting for food or shelter. 

Yes, you may be fighting your landlord 
or the government on gas and rent prices, 
but no one is fist fighting for these things. 

At least you shouldn’t be anyways. So, 
why are we still in this primitive way of 
surviving? 

Now, we can get into capitalism and 
wage gaps, which are very serious issues 
affecting all of us, but that isn’t my point. 
My point is our own brains have us 
thinking that we have to always have the 
upper hand in life. 

Stepping out of our confined way of 
thinking is the first step to becoming a 
better human. Our neighbors on Earth 
are not our enemies, our brains are. Evil 
things happen because evil things are 
justified in the brains of evildoers. 

Now, you are probably thinking I 
sound like a major optimist. Which I may 
be, I have to be. Because this pessimistic 
view of “everyone is out for me” is not 
healthy. It hinders my interactions with 
other humans. 

It also destroys the interactions of 
other people too. Racism is a great 
example of how destructive that mindset 
can be. All because that action to say 
racial remarks was justified in the head of 
that racist person. 

Reevaluating our own actions in our 
day-to-day life is key to surviving. I 
have been doing it in my life recently. 
Asking if someone needs something, or 
simply paying attention to the needs and 
wants people around me have, has been 
amazing. 

We are all humans trying to maneuver 
this messed up world, and by doing 
something so small and free of charge, 
you can change it for the better. A cliche 
but it really is true. Being a good human 
starts by being good to other humans. 

All this philosophy is to say, if you’re 
going to justify your action make sure 
your action is in the best interest for 
yourself and others. Deep diving into 
your mind can lead to finding out you 
may be a bad friend, sibling, parent, etc. 
Choosing to change and better yourself 
and better the lives of others will make 
you a better you.

If you are going to choose yourself, 
make yourself a more mindful and loving 
person. The world is your oyster, but you 
share it with seven billion other people. 
There are still good humans in the 
world, be one of those. Good will always 
triumphs over evil.

Mallory Michel
ALLONS WRITER

Valentine’s Day has come and gone in a 
flash, but that does not mean that love is 
no longer in the air. In media, especially 
movies and television, romance is such 
a huge element. It is nearly unthinkable 
to have a piece of media with absolutely 
no hints of romance or love within it. 
Surprisingly enough, horror movies are 
no exception to this notion. 

The last thing that people think of 
when it comes to horror movies is the 
concept of romance, but it is a shockingly 
prevalent component of many films of 
this genre. Gender and sexuality, to be 
more specific. 

Queer people all throughout history 
have tended to latch onto the weird, 
the uncanny or the monstrous. Facing 
rejection from society, we have no choice 
but to embrace weirdness or anything 
strange. 

In addition to this, the LGBTQ 
community has always had to look for 
subtext within media for the longest 
time. The lack of representation in 
movies, television and frankly every 
other aspect of life caused us to find our 
own representation; this is something 
that many others such as POC, the 
disabled community and any other 
disenfranchised group can most likely 
relate to.

Horror is one particular genre where 
this idea shines. It is all about the 
grotesque and odd, as well as playing 
with your expectations of what is normal. 
One of the most famous horror films of 
all time, “Scream,” is a perfect example.

Of course, it isn’t blatantly spelled out, 
but that’s the point. Many people believe 
that the villains, Billy and Stu, are gay or 
in some sort of relationship. Heck, there 
is even a quote from Matthew Lillard (the 

actor that portrayed Stu in the original 
1996 film) that states, “By the way, Billy 
and Stu fall in love. They adopt many 
stray dogs from Costa Rica and they 
rehabilitate small dogs. And then they 
slaughter people on the weekends.”

It is unclear if that is supposed to be 
“canon” or not, as it is only a quote from 
an actor and not from the mouth of Wes 
Craven himself, but it confirms what 
many fans believe. Again, it really does 
not matter whether these facts are true 
or not.

While having explicit LGBTQ 
representation is extremely important in 

the media, the power of critical thinking 
as well as reading subtext is equally as 
useful. Sometimes a creator doesn’t want 
to spell things out, so people must engage 
themselves and try to find the deeper, 
hidden meanings within their works.

As mentioned earlier, gender is also 
something that tons of horror movies 
play with, monster movies especially. 
Creatures such as werewolves have often 
been used as allegories for a multitude of 
ideas, but puberty and being dealing with 
confusion surrounding gender have been 
popular topics.

“Ginger Snaps” is a movie that 

portrays that idea spectacularly. It tells 
the tale of two sisters that are turned 
into werewolves, and how horrific that 
puberty can feel, especially as a woman. It 
is not explicitly queer, but it is certainly a 
cult classic within the community.

Queer romance and the concept of 
gender in horror is something that 
has been around for ages. It provides 
the opportunity for closeness and 
community for those who feel outcasted 
or alone. If horror is not your thing, I 
still recommend these films if you are in 
need of feeling understood and taking 
catharsis in the disturbing aspect of life.

Queer subtexts hidden inside 
of monster and horror movies 

Why are we so primitive as humans?

Graphic by Mallory Michel

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson

Allons
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Braylohn Judge
ALLONS WRITER

Cartoons were a huge part of my 
childhood, and I am sure many other 
people can agree with that. When I was 
around 6 years old, I stumbled across a 
television programming block named 
Toonami. There were these amazing 
shows that were action-packed with the 
craziest adventures that filled my tiny 
little brain with nothing but pure joy. 

“Dragon Ball Z” was always my 
favorite show to see, and whenever 
I found out when the show aired, I 
never missed an episode. From that 
point onward, waking up on Saturday 
mornings was the highlight of my week. 
When Toonami was aired, I no longer 
felt as if I was just a 6-year-old kid; I was 
Son Goku and ready to Kamehameha 
anybody who got in between me and my 
show.

Toonami filled a void within the 
television world that was very empty 
at the time. Anime was something that 
was very far from being known about 

on American television; it was basically 
never heard of in America. That changed 
whenever Cartoon Network introduced 
Toonami into their animation block. 
Toonami aired for the first time on 
March 17, 1997, premiering shows 
like “Thundercats,” “Voltron” and 
“Transformers.” 

For the first time, there was a place 
to consistently see cartoons that no one 
has ever heard of or seen before. But 
whenever “Dragon Ball Z” and “Sailor 
Moon” were added into the mix in 1999, 
fans went absolutely crazy. 

Being one of the only TV curators to 
consistently release dubbed anime in the 
‘90s, Toonami’s popularity was through 
the roof. Seeing how well things were 
going, Cartoon Network introduced a 
new extension of Toonami named “The 
Midnight Run.” 

From 12 a.m. to 5 a.m., there was a 
block of Toonami where only anime 
was being played. Since this time period 
was supposed to target the older kids, 
there would sometimes be uncensored 
scenes that included gore and swearing. 

Even though this was never a time where 
I should have been up, my mind was 
always blown seeing all the crazy things 
I only dreamed of seeing during the day.

Although there was such a high 
amount of success at the time, not all 
good things can last forever. Over the 
course of the years, Toonami’s ratings 
began dropping with a lot of complaints 
being made about the violent nature of 
the shows that were airing. 

Other action shows that were less 
violent such as “Samurai Jack” and “Teen 
Titans” were being mixed in along with 
other Toonami favorites. But, these 
violent shows were part of Toonami’s 
identity.

 Choosing not to play them would 
be hurtful to the company’s image. At 
some point, Toonami had to completely 
change what time shows aired due to 
all the backlash they received. Even 
though there was still a high amount 
of supporters who still remained loyal 
to the TV program, numbers were 
consistently dropping. 

One factor could have been parents, 

not many of them were on board with 
their child seeing people fighting and 
screaming at each other all day. Due to 
constant changes that had to be made, 
with receiving backlash and lowering 
view counts all played into the tragic 
downfall of the program. Toonami aired 
its last episode on Sept. 20, 2008, one 
year after their 10 year anniversary. 

To this day, many, including me, 
remember the greatness of Toonami and 
the joy that the program brought to us. 
This network opened many eyes to the 
world of anime and forever changed the 
lives of many children all over America.

Toonami did make its return in 2012 
as a late night block on Adult Swim. 
They rebranded themselves as a Saturday 
night action block that felt more like 
“The Midnight Run.”

I, personally, did not know about 
Toonami returning, seeing as the 
program only runs at night. Even though 
I, along with many, will never experience 
the early morning thrill that Toonami 
brought again, it is great to see that the 
program is making a comeback.

Follow us on 
social media!

@TheVermilion @thevermilion @vermilionul

Faith Scholl
ALLONS WRITER

If you’re as nosy as me, you’ve heard 
of an app called Yik Yak, where people 
anonymously make any comment they 
want to create. The app relaunched 
in 2021 and has been gaining a lot of 
popularity around students.

I’ve had this app since my freshman 
year of college and have noticed how 
addictive it can get just to read some of 
the things that people share.

It feels like when you get into a show 
and say to yourself one more episode 
and then you watch the entire series, 
thinking at the end “Do I need help?”

I think what is surprising about 
the app is how people can become 
completely unhinged since the 
comments are anonymous. It gives a lot 
more leeway to people who want to talk 
about others, whether it be good or bad, 
or about our college.

I also believe that people feel a lot 
more comfortable sharing how they feel 
in an app that won’t reveal who you are. 
Sometimes, it can be easier for people to 
ask anonymously rather than upfront, 
and I don’t blame them.

It can be hard for people to be upfront, 
and I think Yik Yak has helped people 
when asking about a class or where a 
specific location can be on campus, 
but there are others who use the app in 
another way, which is what makes the 
app so popular.

There are numerous times where 

students have been called out on the 
app for certain things they have done, 
whether it be on campus or not. When 
reading comments of circumstances like 
this, it’s hard to focus on anything else 
because it’s like witnessing a reality TV 
show in your own room and all you can 
do is just watch or respond.

I specifically remember when there 
was someone who was asking about 
relationship advice and there were 
at least 16 people where half of them 
were nice and tried to help them out, 
while the others were being rude and 
telling them that they didn’t care about 
their problem. The whole scenario was 
because someone was just asking for 
some advice and it sparked an argument 
with others.

The app can sometimes be useful 
though. I have been able to check the 
comments and know if there are any 
events that are going on within the 
campus or to see how bad the campus 
would be due to the weather. 

Once I go on the app, I feel like I’m 
in a comment section on TikTok except 
there’s a lot of anonymous people who 
are asking for relationship advice. I hope 
they’re okay since I’ve last been on there 
because holy moly it’s a mess.

The best way I can describe this app 
is odd since people can use comments 
anonymously to express how they feel, 
but it is their choice on the way they 
create their thoughts online. 

It could possibly be another reason 
why it’s so addictive because I think 

that everyone has an app that they focus 
on, whether it be TikTok, Snapchat, 
Instagram or Twitter, and they can 
control the aspect of what they put out 
on the internet. The only difference is 
that Yik Yak is anonymous. 

Being anonymous can be a blessing 
and a curse because I think being 
anonymous can help people get out of 

their shells and express themselves a lot 
more, but there are others who abuse 
being anonymous to focus on the rather 
negative aspects of life and people. 

Yik Yak is as addictive as other apps 
and has a lot more leverage since it’s an 
anonymous app, but I worry what the 
future will look like if apps like these 
keep spreading around.

Toonami: gone, never forgotten

What makes Yik Yak so addictive? 

Graphic by Ava Blanchard

Graphic by Lillian Babineaux
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Lauren Foster
ALLONS WRITER

As we know, The Day of Hearts, known 
as Valentine’s Day, has flown by us with 
grace. For me, I had a great day because 
I was with the person I love giving gifts, 
cooking food and doing things we both 
love to do. I mean, that is the premise of 
the day. If you do not have a significant 
other, there are plenty of self-care and 
self-love activities for anyone to enjoy the 
overall best companion: yourself.

With that being said, why within the 
recent years has there been so much 
malice towards Valentine’s? I know the 
trend of bashing happy, healthy couples 
online has given those behind the screen 
an extra dose of dopamine, but when 
I see these rash comments tempting to 
break down a good thing, it itches my 

brain in a very bad way.
Currently, I am watching Netflix’s “The 

Perfect Match,” and the point I am getting 
to is further proven in the show. The 
premise is that you match with someone, 
complete a compatibility challenge, and 
if you win, you get the opportunity of 
a private date as well as the power to 
bring in new singles. In addition, you can 
pick someone from the less compatible 
couples to send on a blind date with the 
new single.

As I am watching the show, there are 
a couple of people who are there for the 
right reasons, and then there are the 
others. The others are there just for a fun 
time and not a long time, and I will be 
the first to tell you that it clearly shows. 
The new generation today is very much 
invested in hook-up culture as well as 
toxicity because they hate being boring. 

I am sorry to break it to you, but true 
love can get boring. It can get tiresome; 
it can get messy, and it can give you the 
biggest migraine of all time. However, 
the plot twist of it all is that with the right 
person, it can be the best rollercoaster 
in the whole amusement park. With the 
right person, you can sit comfortably in 
the Tunnel of Love grateful to have that 
person as your life partner.

As previously stated in my previous 
article “Why Today’s Dating World 
Promotes Unhealthy Relationships,” 
love is too beautiful of a thing to stomp 
on for clout or just for the fun of it. 
According to PsychAlive, “What makes a 
relationship beneficial is the attunement 
between people who care about each 
other. In a healthy secure connection, two 
people are able to hear from each other 
and recognize their needs, and listen so 

that person feels understood, and can 
make sense of their inner world.”

I do not believe romance is dead, but 
I do believe people have put their hearts 
out there and had it stomped and spat on. 
To compensate, they try to not become 
emotionally intimate with someone and 
if they sense that they might be falling in 
love, they self-sabotage and/or push away.

Love is scary, but at the end of the 
day, it is also a choice. It is your choice if 
you really want the real in a relationship 
and not just an Instagram like. It is your 
choice to love someone unconditionally 
every day for the rest of your life. 

I can say from experience that making 
that choice in the face of temptation right 
then and there is hard, but looking back, 
I would not have it any other way. With 
the right person, love is calm and love is 
easy.

Sorry, Valentine’s ain’t sad for me

Graphic by Iyahna Johnson

Marie Ducote
ALLONS EDITOR

What a time to re-enter your middle 
school emo phase. My Chemical 
Romance is touring again, Fall Out Boy 
is releasing a new album and Panic! at 
the Disco finally broke up. But out of all 
the bands that are making pop culture 
again, Paramore is the one I am the 
most excited about. So dust off your best 
pair of black skinny jeans and grab that 
choker you got at Hot Topic. It’s time to 
start listening. 

“This Is Why” is the band’s sixth 
studio album, their first since 2017’s 
“After Laughter.” “This Is Why” is also 
Paramore’s second album since the return 
of their original drummer Zac Farro. 

This album sees Paramore change 
their sound again in their almost 20-year 
career as a band. “After Laughter” was the 
trio’s first departure from the pop-punk 
sound that made them well-known for 
trading in guitar solos for an ‘80s new-
wave sound and aesthetic. “This Is Why” 
has a muted color pallet, a contrast to the 
bright neon colors that marked the last 
album cycle and music videos. 

“This Is Why” feels like a mixture of 
the old and the new Paramore. They 
are pulling from their past to make 
something new and exciting. Lead singer 
Hayley Williams dyed her hair back to 
a subdued version of that iconic orange 
color that marked the “Riot” (2007) and 
“Brand New Eyes” (2009) era of the band. 
But the album also pulls from a variety of 
genres such as post-punk and alternative 
rock. 

“After Laughter” touches upon 
the internal conflicts one has with 
themselves. “This Is Why” deals with the 
external conflicts of everyday life and the 
relationships that come with it. 

The opener and title track starts the 
album off with a statement, “If you have 
an opinion/Maybe you should shove it/
Or maybe you can scream it/Might be 
best to keep it/To yourself (To yourself)” 
The rest of the song covers the anxiety 
of coming out of your comfort zone in 
a still COVID-19 centered world, “One 
step beyond your door/Falling down an 
endless hall.” 

“The News” and “Figure 8” sound like 

they’ve been pulled straight from “Brand 
New Eyes.” 

“The News” especially with its hints 
of “Ignorance” in Taylor York’s guitar 
playing and Williams’ shrieking vocals. 
The track is loud and in your face. It 
demands the listener’s attention.

The lyrics in “Figure 8” explore the 
feelings of staying in a relationship you 
know is bad and how it affects the singer, 
“All for your sake/Became the very thing 
that I hate/I lost my way/Spinnin’ in an 
endless figure eight.” Williams is afraid 
this relationship will never end, hence the 

imagery to the infinity symbol: The toxic 
cycle will start over again once it ends.

The bridge of “Figure 8” documents 
the mental toll this relationship is taking 
on the singer, “Candlelight, candlelight/
Burnin’ at both ends tonight.”

The sound of the album is reminiscent 
of Hayley Williams’ solo album “Petals 
for Armor” (2020) and, at times, feels like 
an extension of it, which makes sense 
because York produced both. 

Maybe because I am now in my 
twenties, but “After Laughter” and now 
“This Is Why” have become the two 

Paramore albums I have come back to 
the most. The more I listen to songs, the 
more the connection deepens. Events in 
my life have made me see the lyrics in a 
whole new light.

Paramore, like everyone, has gone 
through the growing pains that come 
with maturing and realizing that 
sometimes you need to accept that life 
will not be perfect. 

Mistakes will be made and sometimes 
you will get hurt. You have to take off 
those rose-colored glasses and make 
peace that nothing is perfect.

It’s a great time to be emo again

Graphic by Meg Norwood



 SOUNDING

OFF
“What campus improvements 
do you think we need?”

Sounding Off is a section devoted to the voice of students. Views 
expressed in Sounding Off do not reflect those of UL Lafayette 
administrators, faculty, staff or other students.

Photos and interviews by Malik Jones.

Margaret Weaver
PSYCHOLOGY  SOPHOMORE

“Girard Hall needs 
more desks. They only 
have benches in there.”

Madyson McBroom
NURSING  SOPHOMORE

“More covered 
walkways whenever 
it rains and more 
outside seating that 
includes tables, chairs, 
and not just benches.”

Lance Dupre
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  JUNIOR

“Elevators in Griffin 
because running 5 
flights of stairs when 
you’re late is crazy. 
Also a new music 
building!”

Clay Brummett 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  SENIOR

“More parking spaces 
closer to campus and 
a shuttle system that 
focuses on speed and 
efficiency instead 
of packing students 
together.”

Briuleigh Elton
ANTHROPOLOGY  JUNIOR

“More accessibility in 
the older buildings, 
especially Mouton Hall. 
Better dining hall hours 
for students that might 
stay up late too.”

Tia Armstread
NURSING  FRESHMAN

“Chick-Fil-A being on 
campus would be an 
improvement.”

COMIC

Petsitting
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